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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

816. Moral Philosophy, speculative philosophy, and
mechanical arts.— 1° The knowledge of order properly
appertains to human reason, for this is the only faculty of
man which can have knowledge of the relation of one thing
to another.

But yet man’s reason is not of itself determined to the
consideration of one order rather than another. Therefore,
when the consideration of a particular order presents special
difficulties, reason requires a habit to determine it for this
consideration. For a habit is destined to remove the indiffer-
ence of a faculty, so that the faculty may be able to perform
its act without difficulty.

Therefore, in order to know the different sciences, i.e., the
division of the sciences, we must divide order according to the
special difficulties which each kind of order presentsto the con-
sideration of reason.

Under this aspect, order is of four kinds.

2° a) There is a kind of order which reason does not
establish, but only considers. This kind of order is the object
of real speculative philosophy, i.e., of Philosophy of Nature
and of Metaphysics.

b) There is another kind of order which reason, by its act
of knowledge, establishes in its own act, as, for example, when it
gives order to its concepts, or to the signs of its concepts, as
it does when it gives order to the words which signify these con-
cepts. This kind of order is the object of rational philosophy,
that is to say, of the liberal arts, as, for example, Logic.

¢) There is a third kind of order which reason, in its act of
knowledge, establishes in the operations of the will. It is with
this kind of order that Moral Philosophy is concerned.

d) Finally, there is a kind of order which reason, in s
act of knowledge, establishes in external things constituted by

2



4 MORAL PHILOSOPHY

human reason. This kind of order is the concern of the me-
chanical arts (1).

816. Definition of Moral Philosophy.— Moral Philos-
ophy is concerned with the kind of order which reason, by its
act of knowledge, establishes in the operations of the will.

Two kinds of order are found in things:

the order of the parts of a whole, i.e., of a multitude,
to each other;

the order of things to their end.

The order of things to their end is a higher order than
the order which exists between the parts of a whole or multi-
tude, for the former is the end of the latter.

Hence Moral Philosophy may be defined: the science which
deals with the acts of the will in their order to each other and in
their order to their end; or, more briefly, the science which deals
with human acts as directed to their end; or again, the science
which deals with man as acting voluntarily for an end (%).

From these definitions we learn the material object, the
formal object quod, and the formal object quo of Moral Phil-
osophy.

a) The material object is all human acts.

A human act is an act which proceeds from the will of
man according to the order of reason, i.e., an act which is
subject to the will and to reason.

Hence acts which are not subject to the will and to reason
are not human acts, but natural acts, as, for example, the
operations of the vegetative soul, the study of which is alien
to Moral Philosophy.

b) The formal object guod is human acts as directed to
their end.

¢) The formal object quo is the end to which human acts
are directed. Moral Philosophy deals with all human acts

(1) In Ethic.,, 1. 1,1, 1, n. 1 et 2 (Pirotta).
(2) In Eihic., 1.1, 1. 1, n. 3 (Pirotta).
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as directed to their end, i.e., in relation to their end, and there-
fore it receives its unity and specification from this end. Hence
the end to which human acts are directed is the formal object
quo of Moral Philosophy, because all sciences receive their
unity and specification from their formal object quo (n. 184).

817. Moral Philosophy is an essentially practical
science.— 1° A science is speculative or practical according
to its end.

A speculative science is a science whose end is the con-
templation of truth.

A practical science is a science whose end is work, i.e., a
science which directs the knowledge of truth to work, that is
to say, to operation, or to the object of operation.

2° A practical science may be radically practical, essen-
tially, i.e., formally, practical, or completely practical(*).

A radically practical science is a science which deals with
operables, i.e., operations and objects of operation, in a spec-
ulative manner; v. g., the knowledge by which a man knows
what a house is. Science of this kind is purely speculative,
because it proceeds in a speculative manner: its end is the knowl-
edge of the nature of things. But yet it is radically practical,
because, in manifesting the nature of an operable, it is the
measure of practical knowledge, as the speculative is the mea-
sure of the practical: for the practical is radicated in the spec-
ulative and measured by it.

An essentially or formally practical science is a science
which is practical both as regards the matter with which it
deals and as regards the manner in which it deals with this
matter; v.g., a science which deals with how a house is built,
or with how a human act is performed. An essentially or
formally practical science, then, considers operables in a prac-
tical manner, that is, it is a science whose object is not the
contemplation of operables, but the knowledge of how they
can be performed, or of how they can be attained. Example:

(1) Nazarrus,in I, q. 14, a. 16,— CAIETANUS, supra enmdem articulum.
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a man who considers how he can attain God, Who is the ulti-
mate end, has an essentially practical knowledge or science
of God, for he considers God as an operable, i.e., an object of
his operation, and, moreover, considers Him in a practical
manner.

A completely, i.e., perfectly, practical science is a science
which is practical not only as regards its matter and its manner
of dealing with this matter, but also as regards the end of the
possessor of this knowledge; v.g., the science of a man who
considers how to build a house, with a view to building a house.

This division of practical science may be presented in
schematic outline as follows:

a) radically practical: practical in its matter,
in as much as it deals with operables,
v. g., with things which are objects of
operation, in a speculative manner;

Science b) essentially practical: practical in its matter
and in its manner of dealing with this
matter;

¢) completely practical: practical not only in
its matter and its manner of dealing
with this matter, but also in the end of
its possessor.

3° Some modern scholastic philosophers, as Gredt (%),
hold that Moral Philosophy is a speculative science, but con-
cede that it may be regarded as practical in a wide sense, in
as much as it is concerned with an operable object. They
maintain that it is speculative, because it is not operably con-
cerned with its object.

Others, as Maritain (*) and Macquart (%), teach that Moral
Philosophy is a speculativo-practical science, for, in their opin-
ion, it is practical as regards its object, but speculative as
regards its manner of dealing with that object, i.e., it deals
with operables as removed from operation.

4° Moral Philosophy, we maintain, is an essentially or
formally practical science.

(1) Elementa Philosophiae Aristotelico-Thomisticae, n. 103 (edit. 5a).

(2) Les degrés du Savoir, pp. 618-621, et pp. 874-896, Desclée de Brouwer
et Cie, 1932 (edit. 1a).

(3) Elementa Philosophiae, t. I, pp. 200 et 201, Blot, 1937.
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Moral Philosophy considers operables, i.e., human acts,
in the universal, as the foregoing authors point out; but every
science as such considers its object in the universal. Never-
theless, Moral Philosophy not only deals with operables, i.e.,
with human acts, but it investigates how human acts, though
only in the universal, ought to be regulated. Moral Philosophy,
therefore, is practical from the point of view of its matter, and
also from the point of view of the manner in which it deals
with its matter. Hence it is an essentially or formally prac-
tical science.

818, Method of Moral Philosophy.— 1° Moral Philos-
ophy, from the point of view of its manner of dealing with
things, is a practical science. Hence the method it uses in
the study of things differs from that employed by speculative
sciences (n. 183).

The end of a speculative science is the manifestation of
truth. Hence a speculative science abstracts from existence,
and resolves composite realties into simple principles. There-
fore the method of a speculative science is resolutory, i.e., the
method of resolution.

The end of a practical science is something to be done, i.e.,
an operation, an operable object to be attained or produced.
Hence a practical science does not abstract from existence,
but ratheris concerned with the existence of its object. There-
fore the method of a practical science, and, in particular, of
Moral Philosophy, is composite, i.e., the method of composition,
in as much as a practical science is concerned not with sim-
ple and universal principles for their own sake, but with their
application for the regulation of operations.

2° The kind of demonstration proper to Moral Philosophy
is not demonstration by proper cause (demonstratio propter quid),
but rather demonstration of the mere existence of truth (demon-
stratio quia) and a posteriori (*).

For, in the demonstration by proper cause, the properties
of a thing are deduced from its essence. But Moral Philosophy

(1) In Ethie., ). 1, 1. 4, nn. 51-52.
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is not concerned with the knowledge of the quiddity of things,
but rather with showing how human acts should be regulated.

3° Since the kind of demonstration proper to Moral
Philosophy is demonstration of the mere existence of truth, we
are not concerned in Moral Philosophy with that absolute
certitude found in the speculative sciences, whose conclusions
are deduced by means of the demonstration by proper cause.

Absolute certitude is impossible of attainment in Moral
Philosophy, because Moral Philosophy applies its principles
to human acts, which, in the concrete, are very variable and
contingent (%).

4° Moral Philosophy, though based on universal prin-
ciples, must, in so far as possible, show the application of these
principles to things in their existence. This is necessary in every
practical science (?).

5° Moral Philosophy is not a perfect science, for it is not
based on demonstration by proper cause, i.e., its object is not
properly scientific, and therefore, in the order of science, it is
not an intellectual virtue, but rather an imperfect habit (n. 180).

6° The end of Moral Philosophy is not solely knowledge,
but the regulation of human acts. Hence, in our study of it,
we should aim at acquiring not mere knowledge, but knowledge
destined for virtuous operation.

819. Moral Philosophy and speculative philosophy.—
1° Is Moral Philosophy subalternate to speculative philosophy,
and, in particular, to Philosophy of Nature ?

2° Some modern scholastic philosophers (}) affirm that
Moral Philosophy is subalternate to the part of special Philos-
ophy of Nature which deals with the soul, because Moral
Philosophy, they claim, adds the accidental differentia of
morality to the object (partial) of Philosophy of Nature, i.e,.
to human acts.

(1) Ibid., 1. 1, 1. 3, n. 35 (Pirotta).

(2) In Politic., 1. 1, Prologus, sub fine.
(3) GREDT, 0p. cit., t. 11, n. 879,
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3° Since Moral Philosophy is essentially a practical
science, it is not, we maintain, subalternate to speculative
philosophy: Moral Philosophy is possessed of its own self-
evident principles, which it does not borrow from speculative
science (1).

Indeed, speculative principles and practical principles, in
sciences of the natural order, are in opposition to each other
(n. 183), and therefore no practical science derives from specu-
lative principles.

4° Nevertheless, since the practical is rooted in the specu-
lative, certain speculative notions are necessary in a treatise
on Moral Philosophy; v.g., the moral philosopher must have a
knowledge of the nature of the ultimate end, of justice, etc.
Moral Philosophy does not seek these notions for their own
sake, but only in so far as they are requisites of practical
knowledge.

Hence Moral Philosophy, though not subalternate to
speculative philosophy, is subordinate to it in as much as the
practical is regulated by the speculative, in which it is radi-
cated.

820. Moral Philosophy and Sacred Theology.—
1° Sacred Theology is a science based on the principles of
faith, and, in its moral part, deals with human acts as destined
for a supernatural end, i.e., for the intuitive vision of God.

Moral Philosophy is based on the principles of natural
reason, and therefore is concerned with human acts as directed
to a natural end.

2° Man, because of his elevation to the supernatural
order, should direct all his acts to a supernatural end.

Some modern scholastic philosophers, as Deman (*) and
Ramirez (*), hold that, in consideration of man’s state of ele-
vation, Moral Philosophy is not specifically distinct as a
science from Moral Theology.

(1) De Veritate, q. 16, a. 1.—1, q. 79, a. 12.

(2) Revue des Sciences philosophiques et théologiques, 1934, pp. 258-280.
(3) Bulletin thomiste, avril-juin, 1935.
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Others, as Maritain (*) and Macquart (), teach that Moral
Philosophy as a science is specifically distinct from Moral Theol-
ogy, provided that it is considered as subalternate to Theology.

3° Moral Theology and Moral Philosophy are specifically
distinet sciences, as is evident from the principles on which
they are based. For Moral Theology is founded on the prin-
ciples of divine faith, whereas Moral Philosophy is founded
on the principles of natural reason (*).

4° There is no true subalternation of Moral Philosophy
to Sacred Theology, because Moral Philosophy does not borrow
its principles from Sacred Theology.

There is, however, an improper mode of subalternation
of Moral Philosophy to Sacred Theology, in as much as the
end considered by Moral Philosophy is subordinate to the
end considered by Sacred Theology (n. 193). For, because of
man’s elevation to the supernatural order, all human acts are
directed to their supernatural end as their ultimate end.

Therefore we may conclude that Moral Philosophy, even
though it is a practical science, is not, as a science, sufficient
for the regulation of human acts. For man must direct his
acts, according to the principles of faith, to their supernatural
end.

821. Division of Moral Philosophy.—1° Moral Philos-
ophy, as a practical science, is specified by its end, which is
the principle of human acts and the formal object quo of moral
science, i.e., of the science of human operations.

2° Man is a social animal, and, in the natural order, is
a part, i.e., a member, of two societies: domestic society and
civil or political society.

(1) Science et Sagesse, pp. 228-339, (Labergerie, Paris, 1935).

22) Elementa Philosophiae, t. I, p. 243 (Blot).

3) Ad moralem philosophiam proprie et directe spectat de jure et
justitia quaestiones dei?nire quatenus homo ordinatur ad convictum poli-
ticum et finem naturalem. Ad sacram theologiam maxime pertinet de jure
perscrutari usque ad minima respectu boni spiritualis et finis supernaturalis.
Ad hunc itaque modum sacra Tgeologia, cum sit practica, saltem eminenter
considerat omnia quae philosophus moralis multo altius et divinius quam ille.—
Baxngz, De Jure et Justitia, Prooemium.
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3° Society is a whole of which man is a part.

But a whole can be absolutely one, i.e., can have absolute
unity, or it can have relative unity, i.e., unity of order, as,
for example, the order of an army.

In a whole which has absolute unity, the operation of the
whole and of the part is one and the same; v.g., vision, which
is the operation of the sense of sight, is the operation of a man.
Therefore, when a whole has absolute unity, the science of the
whole and of the part is one and the same. Thus Philosophy
of Nature, which deals with man, deals also with the human
intellect and will.

In a whole which has only unity of order, the part can
have operation which is not the operation of the whole, as a
soldier in an army has operation which is not the operation
of the whole army. Moreover, a whole can have operation
which is not proper to any of the parts, but to the whole, as,
for example, the conflict of an army as a whole. Therefore,
when a whole has only unity of order, the science of the whole
and of the part is not one and the same.

4° Society, which is a multitude characterized by order,
is a whole which has not absolute unity, but only unity of order.
Therefore the science which deals with the operations of a
single man is not the same as the science which deals with the
operations of the whole of society.

Hence Moral Philosophy is divided into three parts.

The first part deals with the operations of individual man
as directed to their end, and is called Ethics or Monastics.

The second part treats of the operations of the domestic
multitude, i.e., of the family, and is called Economics or Moral

of the famaily.

The third part is concerned with the operations of the
civil multitude, i.e., of civil society, and is called Politics ¥
or Moral of civil society,

(1) In Ethic., 1. I,1. 1, a. 6 (Pirotta).
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Monastics, Economics, and Politics are not material parts
of one and the same science, but are essentially distinet prac-
tical sciences, for the end of individual man, the end of domestic
society, and the end of civil society are specifically distinet
from each other.

Hence Moral Philosophy is divided into the following
distinct parts:

Economics: Moral of domestic society.

Politics: Moral of civil or political society.

Ethies or Monastics: Moral of individual man.
Moral Philosophy

822. Politics is wisdom in the order of the practical
sciences.— 1° A science is wisdom when it considers things
according to their first principles. But the ends of the prac-
tical sciences are their principles. Therefore the science
which considers human acts in relation to their ultimate end
is wisdom in the order of the practical sciences. But Politics
deals with human acts as related to their ultimate end, i.e.,
to happiness.

Since it is only in civil or political society that man can
attain natural happiness, happiness is the end with which
Politics is properly concerned. Hence, just as Metaphysics
is wisdom in the order of the speculative sciences, so Politics
is wisdom in the order of the practical sciences (*).

2° Certz;in scholastics, as Liberatore and Zigliara, dis-
tinguish between two aspects of human acts. They maintain
that a human act may be considered a) either in itself, i.e.,
in relation to its ultimate end, b) or in its relation to persons
other than its author.

Because of these two aspects of human acts, they divide
Moral Philosophy into two parts:

a) Ethics, whose object is human acts in themselves, i.e.,
in relation to their ultimate end;

b) Natural Law (Jus Naturale), whose object is the moral
relations between different persons, i.e., human acts as just or
unjust.

(1) In Politic. Prooemium, circa finem.
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This division is inadmissible because there is no opposition
between the parts, and especially because it destroys the nature
of political science, which is concerned with human acts in
relation to their natural end.

3° Certain other philosophers, as Kant, hold that Natural
Law (Jus Naturale) is not only distinct from Ethics but inde-
pendent of it, and consequently is not concerned with morality.
This opinion is, of course, untenable, because Polities, which is
concerned with civil society, deals with the mutual relations of
men (Natural Law), and is at the same time the principal part
of Moral Philosophy, for it deals with human acts in relation
to their ultimate natural end.

POINTS FOR REVIEW

1. With what kind of order is each of the following concerned: real
speculative philosophy, liberal arts, mechanieal arts, Moral Philosophy ?

2. Define Moral Philosophy, state its formal object quo, and explain
why it is a formally practical science.

3. Define: radically practical science, formally practical science, and
completely practical science.

4. Describe the method employed by Moral Philosophy.

5. Explain why Moral Philosophy is not subalternate, and whether
it is subordinate, to speculative philosophy.

6. Are Moral Philosophy and Moral Theology specifically distinct
sciences 7 Explain,

7. Is Moral Philosophy subalternate to Moral Theology? Explain.

8. Name the parts of Moral Philosophy, and explain why these parts
are specifically distinet sciences.

9. Explain why Politics is wisdom in the order of the practical sciences.
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INTRODUCTION

823. Definition of Monastics.— Monastics, also called
Ethics (*), etymologically signifies the science of individual
man.

Monastics is defined: the practical science which deals with
the human acts of individual man in relation to their end.

Monastics is distinet from Economics, which deals with
the operations of domestic society, and from Politics, which
is concerned with the operations of civil or political society.

Monastics, Economics, and Politics are, as we have already
pointed out, specifically, i.e., essentially, distinct sciences.

824. Division of Monastics.— Monastics is formally
only one science, which deals with the operations of individual
man. And, as a practical science, it deals with human opera-
tions in relation to their end. The ultimate end to which
human operations are directed is happiness. But, since
happiness is the common good, the study of it belongs to
Polities, because happiness is the end proper to the civil mul-
titude, 1.e., to civil society. There are two reasons, however,
why we should deal with it at the beginning of Monastics:

first, the ultimate end of all human acts, even of the acts
of individual man, is happiness;

secondly, Monastics is related to Politics, which is Lhe
principal part of Moral Philosophy and wisdom in the order
of the practical sciences, and therefore should deal with the
first elements of political science (*).

When we have completed our study of the ultimate end

of human life, we shall discuss human acts, by which man
( % In Ethic., 1. I, 1. 1, nn. 6 and 7 (Pirotta).
(2)

1
2) In Ethic,, 1.1, 1. 2, n. 31 (Pirotta).
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attains this ultimate end. Human acts may be considered in
their psychological aspect and in their moral aspect. After
we have studied human acts under their moral aspect, we shall
discuss the principles of moral acts, which are law and the
virtues.

Hence Monastics will contain four books.

Book I: Ultimate end of human acts.
Book II: Human acts in their psychological aspect.
Book III: Human acts in their moral aspect.

Book IV: Principles of moral acts.



BOOK I

Ultimate end of human acts

Prologue.— There are two questions in regard to the
ultimate end of human acts with which we are at present con-
cerned: first, the question of whether man acts for an ultimate
end; secondly, the question of man’s ultimate end in partic-
ular, i.e., of happiness. Hence there will be two chapters in
this book.

Chapter I: Man’s ultimate end in general.

Chapter I1: Happiness.




CHAPTER 1

MAN’S ULTIMATE END IN GENERAL

Prologue.— In this chapter, we shall show first that
every human act is directed to an end; secondly, that every
human act is directed to an ultimate end. Hence there will
be two articles in this chapter.

Statement of the question

Adversaries

Thesis: Man, in all his human acts, acts for
an end in a manner proper to man

End of human acts

Statement of the question

Thesis: Man, in all his human acts, actsfor an
ultimate end, at least virtually

There really is an ultimate end of human life

The ultimate end is the same for all men

No man can act for more than one ultimate

end
Difficulties

Ultimate end



ARTICLE I

END OF HUMAN ACTS

825. Statement of the question.— 1° An end is that
towards which an appetite tends, i.e., that for which an agent
operates.

An end and a good are materially the same, for an appe-
tite is moved or attracted only by a good, true or apparent;
an end and a good, however, are formally different, for a thing
is a good as the object of the appetite, and an end as it moves
the appetite.

2° A distinection must be made between acts of man and
human acts.

Acts of man are any acts whatsoever which proceed from
man.

Human acts are acts which proceed from man as man, i.e.,
in as much as he differs from irrational creatures, not only
as regards nature but also as regards mode of operation.

Since man differs from irrational creatures asregards mode
of operation, in as much as he acts freely, human acts are de-
fined: acts which proceed from the deliberate will of man. Thus
indeliberate acts of the intellect and will, though in nature
proper to man, are not human acts, but acts of man, because
such acts, in mode of operation, are not proper to man; but
man’s acts of eating, drinking, and walking, though in nature
common to man and animals, are human acts when they
proceed from man’s deliberate will.

3° In the thesis, we state that man, in all his human acts,
acts for an end in a manner proper to man, because man, as a
rational agent, is free and of his own accord moves to an end,
whereas irrational agents are moved by nature towards their
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