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G E N E R A L  IN T R O D U C T IO N

815. M oral P h i lo so p h y , sp ecu la t iv e  p h ilo so p h y , an d 
m ec h a n ic a l a r ts .—  1° T h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  o rd e r  p ro p e r ly  

a p p e r ta in s  to  h u m a n  re a s o n , f o r  t h i s  is  th e  o n ly  f ac u l ty  o f 

m a n  w h ic h  c a n  h a v e  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  r e la t io n  o f  o n e th in g  

to  a n o th e r .

B u t  y e t  m a n ’s  re a s o n  is  n o t  o f i t s e l f  d e te r m in e d  to th e  

c o n s id e ra t io n  o f o n e  o rd e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n o th e r .  T h ere fo re , 

w h e n  t h e  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f a  p a r t i c u l a r  o rd e r  p re s e nts  sp e c ia l  

d i f f icu l t ie s , re a s o n  re q u i re s  a  h a b i t  to  d e te r m in e  i t  fo r  th is  

c o n s id e ra t io n . F o r  a  h a b i t  is  d e s t in e d  to  re m o v e  the  in d i f fe r 

e n c e  o f  a  f a c u l ty ,  so  t h a t  th e  f a c u l t y  m a y  b e  a b le  to  p e r fo rm  

i t s  a c t  w i th o u t  d if f ic u l ty .

T h e re fo re , in  o rd e r  t o  k n o w  t h e  d i f f e r e n t s c ie n c e s , i .e .,  t h e  

d iv is io n  o f t h e  sc ie n c e s , w e  m u s t  d iv id e  o rd e r  a c c ord in g  t o  t h e  

sp e c ia l  d if f ic u l t ie s  w h ic h  e a c h  k i n d  o f o rd e r  p re s en ts  t o  th e  c o n 

s id e r a t io n  o f re a so n .

U n d e r  th is  a s p e c t,  o rd e r  is  o f f o u r  k in d s .

2 °  a) T h e r e  is  a  k in d  o f o rd e r  w h ic h  re a so n  does not 

establish, b u t  o n ly  considers. T h is  k in d  o f o rd e r  is  t h e  o b je c t  

o f  re a l  s p e c u la t iv e  p h i lo s o p h y , i .e .,  o f  P h i lo so p h y o f  N a tu r e  

a n d  o f  M e ta p h y s ic s .

b) T h e r e  is  a n o th e r  k in d  o f  o rd e r  w h ic h  re a so n , by its  act 

o f know ledge, establishes in  its  ow n act, a s , f o r  e x a m p le ,  w h e n  i t  

g iv e s  o r d e r  t o  i t s  c o n c e p ts ,  o r  t o  t h e  s ig n s  o f i t s c o n c e p ts , a s  

i t  d o e s  w h e n  i t  g iv e s  o rd e r  t o  th e  w o rd s  w h ic h  s ig ni fy  th e s e  c o n 

c e p ts . T h is  k in d  o f  o rd e r  is  th e  o b je c t  o f r a t io n a l p h i lo s o p h y , 

t h a t  is  t o  sa y , o f  t h e  l i b e ra l  a r t s ,  a s , fo r  e x a m p le , L o g ic .

c) T h e r e  is  a  t h i r d  k in d  o f  o r d e r  w h ic h  re a so n , i n  i ts  act o f 

know ledge, establishes in  the opera tions o f the w ill.  I t  is w i th  

th is  k in d  o f o rd e r  t h a t  M o ra l  P h i l o s o p h y  is c o n c e rne d .

d) F in a l ly ,  t h e r e  is  a  k in d  o f  o rd e r  w h ic h  re a s o n , in  its 

act o f know ledge, establishes in  externa l th ings c o n s t i t u te d  b y

2
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h u m a n  re a so n .  T h is  k in d  o f o rd e r  is t h e  c o n c e rn  o f  t h e  m e 

c h a n ic a l  a r t s  (*).

816. D e f in it io n  o f M oral P h i lo s o p h y .—  M o ra l  P h i lo s 

o p h y  is c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  k in d  o f  o rd e r  w h ic h  re a so n , b y  i ts  

a c t  o f k n o w le d g e , e s ta b l i s h e s  in  th e  o p e r a t io n s  o f t h e  w ill.

T w o  k in d s  o f o rd e r  a re  f o u n d  in  th in g s :

th e  o rd e r  o f t h e  p a r t s  o f a  w h o le , i .e ., o f a  m u l t it u d e ,  

to  e a c h  o th e r ;

th e  o rd e r  o f th in g s  to  th e i r  e n d .

T h e  o rd e r  o f th in g s  to  t h e i r  e n d  is  a  h ig h e r  o rd e r  t h a n  

th e  o rd e r  w h ic h  e x is ts  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t s  o f a  w h o le o r  m u l t i 

tu d e ,  fo r  th e  fo r m e r  is  th e  e n d  o f t h e  l a t te r .

H e n c e  M o ra l  P h i l o s o p h y  m a y  b e  d e f in e d : the science w hich 

deals w ith  the acts o f  the w ill in  the ir  order to each other and  in 

the ir  order to their end ; o r , m o re  b r ie f ly , the science w h ich deals 

w ith  hu m a n  acts as directed to their end; o r  a g a in ,  the science 

w hich deals w ith  m a n  as acting  vo lun ta r ily  fo r  an  end (1 2).

F r o m  th e s e  d e f in i t io n s  w e  le a r n  th e  m a te r ia l  o b je c t,  t h e  

fo rm a l o b je c t  quod, a n d  t h e  f o r m a l o b je c t  quo o f  M o ra l  P h i l 

o so p h y .

a) T h e  m a te r ia l  o b je c t  is a l l  h u m a n  a c ts .

A  h u m a n  a c t  is  a n  a c t  w h ic h  p ro c e e d s  f r o m  t h e  w ill o f 

m a n  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  o rd e r  o f re a s o n , i .e .,  a n  a c t  w h ic h  is 

s u b je c t  to  t h e  w ill a n d  t o  re a so n .

H e n c e  a c ts  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  s u b je c t  t o  t h e  w il l  a n d  t o re a so n  

a r e  n o t  h u m a n  a c ts ,  b u t  n a t u r a l  a c ts ,  a s ,  f o r  e x a m ple , t h e  

o p e r a t io n s  o f  t h e  v e g e ta t i v e  so u l, t h e  s tu d y  o f  w h ic h  is  a l ie n  

to  M o r a l  P h i lo s o p h y .

h) T h e  fo rm a l o b je c t  quod is  h u m a n  a c ts  a s  d i r e c te d  to  

t h e i r  e n d .

c) T h e  f o r m a l o b je c t  quo is  t h e  e n d  to  w h ic h  h u m a n  a c ts  

a re  d ir e c te d .  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  d e a ls  w i th  a l l  h u m a n a c ts

(1 ) I n  E th ic ., I. I ,  1. 1 , n . 1 e t  2  (P i r o t ta ) .
(2 ) I n  É th ic .,  1. I ,  1. 1 , n . 3  (P i r o t ta ) .
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a s  d i r e c te d  t o  t h e i r  e n d ,  i .e . ,  in  r e la t io n  t o  th e ir  e n d , a n d  th e r e 

fo re  i t  re c e iv e s  i t s  u n i t y  a n d  sp e c i f ic a t io n  f r o m  th is  e n d . H e n c e  

th e  e n d  to  w h ic h  h u m a n  a c ts  a r e  d i r e c te d  is  th e  f o rm a l o b je c t  

quo o f M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y , b e c a u s e  a l l  s c ie n c e s  re c e iv e  th e i r  

u n i t y  a n d  sp e c i f ic a t io n  f r o m  th e i r  f o r m a l o b je c t  quo (n . 18 4 ).

817. M oral P h i lo so p h y  is  a n  e sse n t ia l ly  p ra c t ica l 

sc ie n c e .—  1° A  sc ie n c e  is  s p e c u la t i v e  o r  p r a c t i c a l  a c c o rd ing  

to  i t s  e n d .

A  s p e c u la t iv e  sc ie n c e  is a  sc ie n c e  w h o se  e n d  is  t h e c o n 

te m p la t io n  o f  t r u t h .

A  p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c e  is  a  sc ie n c e  w h o se  e n d  is  w o rk , i .e .,  a  

sc ie n ce  w h ic h  d i r e c ts  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f t r u t h  to  w o rk , t h a t  is 

to  s a y , t o  o p e ra t io n ,  o r  to  t h e  o b je c t  o f  o p e ra t io n.

2 °  A  p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c e  m a y  b e  rad ica lly  p ractica l, essen

tia lly ,  i .e .,  fo rm a lly , practica l, o r  com pletely practica l(f).

A  rad ica lly  p ractica l science is  a  sc ie n c e  w h ic h  d e a ls  w i th  

o p e ra b le s ,  i .e .,  o p e r a t io n s  a n d  o b je c ts  o f o p e ra t ion ,  in  a  sp e c 

u la t i v e  m a n n e r ;  v . g ., t h e  k n o w le d g e  b y  w h ic h  a  m a n k n o w s  

w h a t  a  h o u s e  is . S c ie n ce  o f t h is  k in d  is  p u re ly  s p ec u la t i v e ,  

b e c a u se  i t  p ro c e e d s  in  a  s p e c u la t iv e  m a n n e r :  i t s  e nd  is  th e  k n o w l

e d g e  o f t h e  n a t u r e  o f th in g s . B u t  y e t  i t  is  r a d ic a ll y  p ra c t i c a l ,  

b e c a u se ,  in  m a n if e s t in g  th e  n a t u r e  o f a n  o p e ra b le , i t  is  th e  

m e a s u re  o f  p ra c t i c a l  k n o w le d g e , a s  t h e  s p e c u la t i v e  is  th e  m e a 

su re  o f t h e  p r a c t i c a l  : fo r  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  is  r a d ic ate d  in  th e  sp e c 

u la t i v e  a n d  m e a s u re d  b y  i t .

A n  essen tia lly o r  fo rm a lly  p ractica l science is  a  sc ie n c e  

w h ic h  is  p r a c t i c a l  b o th  a s  r e g a r d s  th e  m a t t e r  w i th  w h ic h  i t  

d e a ls  a n d  a s  re g a r d s  th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  i t  d e a ls  wi th  th is  

m a t t e r ;  v .g . , a  sc ie n c e  w h ic h  d e a ls  w i th  h o w  a  h o u se  is b u i l t ,  

o r  w i th  h o w  a  h u m a n  a c t  is  p e r f o rm e d . A n  e s s e n t ia l ly  o r  

fo rm a l l y  p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c e , th e n ,  c o n s id e rs  o p e ra b le s  in  a  p r a c 

t i c a l  m a n n e r ,  t h a t  is , i t  is  a  sc ie n c e  w h o se  o b je c t is n o t  t h e  

c o n te m p la t io n  o f  o p e ra b le s , b u t  t h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  h ow  th e y  

c a n  b e  p e r f o rm e d , o r  o f h o w  th e y  c a n  b e  a t t a i n e d .  Ex a m p le :  1

(1 ) Na z a r iu s, in  I ,  q . 14 , a . 1 6 .— Ca j e t  a n u s, su p ra  e u m d e m  a r t ic u lu m .
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a  m a n  w h o  c o n s id e rs  h o w  h e  c a n  a t t a i n  G o d , W h o  is  th e  u l t i 

m a te  e n d , h a s  a n  e s s e n t ia l l y  p r a c t i c a l  k n o w le d g e  o r sc ie n c e  

o f G o d , f o r  h e  c o n s id e rs  G o d  a s  a n  o p e ra b le ,  i .e .,  a n  o b je c t  o f 

h is  o p e r a t io n ,  a n d , m o re o v e r , c o n s id e rs  H im  in  a  p ra c t i c a l  

m a n n e r .

A  com pletely, i .e .,  perfectly, p ractica l science is  a  sc ie n c e  

w h ic h  is  p r a c t i c a l  n o t  o n ly  a s  re g a r d s  i t s  m a t t e r  an d  i t s  m a n n e r  

o f  d e a l in g  w i th  th is  m a t te r ,  b u t  a lso  a s  re g a r d s  t he  e n d  o f th e  

p o s se sso r  o f t h is  k n o w le d g e ;  v .g .,  t h e  sc ie n c e  o f  a m a n  w h o  

c o n s id e rs  h o w  to  b u i ld  a  h o u se , w i th  a  v ie w  to  b u i ld in g  a  h o u se .

T h is  d iv is io n  o f p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c e  m a y  b e  p re s e n te d in  

s c h e m a tic  o u t l in e  a s  fo l lo w s ;

S c ien ce

o) ra d ic a l ly  p ra c t ic a l: p ra c t ic a l in  i t s  m a tte r ,  
in  a s m u ch  as i t  d ea ls  w ith  o p era b le s, 
v . g ., w ith  th in g s  w h ich  a re  o b je c ts  o f 
o p e r a t io n , in  a  sp e c u la t iv e  m a nn er ;

b) e sse n tia lly  p ra c tic a l: p ra c t ic a l in  i t s  m a tte r
a n d  in  i t s  m a n n er  o f  d e a lin g  w ith  th is 
m a tte r ;

c) co m p le te ly  p ra c tic a l: p ra c t ic a l n o t  o n ly  in
it s  m a tte r  a n d  i t s  m a n n er  o f  d e a lin g 
w ith  th is  m a tte r , b u t  a lso  in  th e  en d  o f
i t s  p o ssesso r .

3 °  S o m e  m o d e rn  s c h o la s t ic  p h i lo s o p h e rs , a s  G r e d t  (1) , 

h o ld  t h a t  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  is  a  s p e c u la t iv e  sc ie n c e, b u t  c o n 

c e d e  t h a t  i t  m a y  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  p r a c t i c a l  in  a  w id e sen se , in  

a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is c o n c e rn e d  w i th  a n  o p e ra b le  o b je c t . T h e y  

m a in ta in  t h a t  i t  is  s p e c u la t i v e , b e c a u s e  i t  is n o t  operably c o n 

c e r n e d  w ith  i t s  o b je c t .

O th e rs , a s  M a r i ta i n  (1 2) a n d  M a c q u a r t  (3) , t e a c h  th a t  M o ra l  

P h i l o s o p h y  is a  s p e c u la t iv o - p r a c t ic a l  s c ie n c e , fo r , in  th e i r  o p in 

io n , i t  is  p r a c t i c a l  a s  r e g a rd s  i t s  o b je c t , b u t  s p ec u la t iv e  a s  

r e g a rd s  i t s  m a n n e r  o f  d e a l in g  w i th  t h a t  o b je c t ,  i .e.,  i t  d e a ls  

w i th  o p e ra b le s  a s  re m o v e d  f r o m  o p e ra t io n .

4 °  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y , w e  m a in ta in ,  is  a n  e s s e n t ia l ly o r  

f o r m a l l y  p r a c t ic a l  sc ie n c e .

(1 ) E lem en ta  P h i lo so p h ia e  A r is to te lic o -T h o m is t ic a e , n . 103  (ed it .  5 a ) .
(2 )  L es degrés d u  S a vo ir , p p . 6 1 8 -6 2 1 , e t  p p . 8 7 4 -8 9 6 , D e sc lé e  d e  B rou w er 

e t  C ie , 1 9 3 2  (e d i t .  l a ) .
(3 ) E lem en ta  P h i lo so p h ia e , t .  I ,  p p . 2 0 0  e t  2 0 1 , B lo t ,  1 93 7 .
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M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  c o n s id e rs  o p e ra b le s , i .e ., h u m a n  ac ts ,  

in  th e  u n iv e rs a l ,  a s  th e  fo r e g o in g  a u th o r s  p o in t  o ut ;  b u t  e v e ry  

sc ie n c e  a s  s u c h  c o n s id e rs  i t s  o b je c t  in  t h e  u n iv e rsa l .  N e v e r 

th e le ss , M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  n o t  o n ly  d e a ls  w i th  o p e rab le s , i .e .,  

w i th  h u m a n  a c ts ,  b u t  i t  in v e s t ig a te s  h o w  h u m a n  a c ts,  th o u g h  

o n ly  in  th e  u n iv e rs a l ,  o u g h t  to  b e  re g u la te d .  M o ra l P h i lo s o p h y , 

th e re fo re , is p r a c t i c a l  f r o m  th e  p o in t  o f v ie w  o f it s  m a t te r ,  a n d  

a lso  f r o m  th e  p o in t  o f v ie w  o f th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  i t  d e a ls  

w i th  i t s  m a t te r .  H e n c e  i t  is  a n  e s s e n t ia l ly  o r  f o r ma l l y  p r a c 

t ic a l  sc ie n c e .

818. M eth o d  o f M ora l P h i lo so p h y .— 1° M o r a l  P h i lo s 

o p h y , f r o m  t h e  p o in t  o f v ie w  o f  i t s  m a n n e r  o f d e a l in g  w ith  

th in g s , is  a  p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c e . H e n c e  t h e  m e th o d  i t u se s  in  

th e  s tu d y  o f th in g s  d i f fe rs  f r o m  t h a t  e m p lo y e d  b y  sp e c u la t iv e  

sc ie n c es  (n . 18 3 ).

T h e  e n d  o f a  s p e c u la t iv e  sc ie n c e  is  th e  m a n i f e s ta t io n  of 

t r u t h .  H e n c e  a  s p e c u la t iv e  sc ie n c e  a b s t r a c t s  f r o m  ex is te n c e , 

a n d  re so lv e s  c o m p o s i te  r e a l t ie s  i n to  s im p le  p r in c iple s . T h e r e 

fo re  th e  m e th o d  o f  a  s p e c u la t iv e  sc ie n c e  is  resolutory, i .e .,  t h e  

m e th o d  o f re s o lu t io n .

T h e  e n d  o f a  p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c e  is s o m e th in g  to  b e  do n e , i .e ., 

a n  o p e r a t io n ,  a n  o p e ra b le  o b je c t  to  b e  a t t a i n e d  o r  p ro d u c e d . 

H e n c e  a  p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c e  d o e s  n o t  a b s t r a c t  f r o m  e xis te n c e , 

b u t  r a t h e r  is c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f i t s  ob je c t .  T h e r e 

fo re  th e  m e th o d  o f a  p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c e , a n d , in  p a rt i c u la r ,  o f 

M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y , is  com posite, i .e .,  t h e  m e th o d  o f c o m p o s i t io n , 

in  a s  m u c h  a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c e  is c o n c e rn e d  n o t  w i th  s im 

p le  a n d  u n iv e rs a l  p r in c ip le s  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  sa k e , b ut  w i th  th e i r  

a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  th e  r e g u la t io n  o f  o p e ra t io n s .

2 °  T h e  k in d  o f d e m o n s t r a t io n  p ro p e r  t o  M o ra l  P h i lo so p h y  

is  n o t  d e m o n s t r a t io n  by proper cause (dem onstratio  p ropter qu id ), 

b u t  r a t h e r  d e m o n s t r a t io n  o f the m ere existence o f tru th (dem on

stra tio  qu ia ) a n d  a poster io r i ( 1).

F o r ,  in  th e  d e m o n s t r a t io n  by proper cause, t h e  p ro p e r t ie s  

o f a  th in g  a re  d e d u c e d  f r o m  i t s  e ssen c e . B u t  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y

(1 ) I n  E th ic .,  1. I ,  I. 4 , n n . 5 1 -5 2 .
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is  n o t  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  q u id d i t y o f th in g s ,  

b u t  r a t h e r  w i th  sh o w in g  h o w  h u m a n  a c ts  s h o u ld  b e  r eg u la te d .

3 °  S in c e  th e  k in d  o f  d e m o n s t r a t io n  p r o p e r  to  M o ra l  

P h i l o s o p h y  is  d e m o n s t r a t io n  o f the m ere existence o f  tru th , w e  

a r e  n o t  c o n c e rn e d  in  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  w i th  t h a t  a b so lu te  

c e r t i tu d e  f o u n d  in  th e  s p e c u la t iv e  sc ie n c e s , w h o se  c o n c lu s io n s  

a r e  d e d u c e d  b y  m e a n s  o f t h e  d e m o n s t r a t io n  by proper cause.

A b s o lu te  c e r t i t u d e  is im p o s s ib le  o f  a t t a i n m e n t  in  Mo ra l  

P h i lo so p h y , b e c a u s e  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  a p p l ie s  i t s  p rin c ip le s  

to  h u m a n  a c ts ,  w h ic h , in  th e  c o n c re te ,  a r e  v e r y  v a ria b le  a n d  

c o n t in g e n t  (1).

4 °  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y , th o u g h  b a s e d  o n  u n iv e r s a l  p r in

c ip le s , m u s t ,  in  so  f a r  a s  p o ss ib le , sh o w  th e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f th e s e  

p r in c ip le s  t o  th in g s  in  t h e i r  e x is te n c e . T h is  is  n ec e s sa ry  in  e v e ry  

p r a c t ic a l  s c ie n c e  (1 2).

5 °  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  is  n o t  a  p e r f e c t  s c ie n c e , f o r  it  is n o t  

b a s e d  o n  d e m o n s t r a t io n  by proper cause, i .e . ,  i t s  o b je c t  is  n o t  

p ro p e r ly  s c ie n ti f ic , a n d  th e re fo re ,  in  t h e  o rd e r  o f s c ie n c e , i t  is  

n o t  a n  in te l le c tu a l  v i r t u e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a n  im p e r f e c t h a b i t  (n . 180 ).

6 °  T h e  e n d  o f M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  is  n o t  so le ly  k n o w led g e , 

b u t  th e  r e g u la t io n  o f h u m a n  a c ts .  H e n c e , in  o u r  s tud y  o f i t ,  

w e  s h o u ld  a im  a t  a c q u ir in g  n o t  m e re  k n o w le d g e , b u t  k n o w le d g e  

d e s t i n e d  fo r  v i r tu o u s  o p e ra t io n .

819. M oral P h i lo so p h y  a n d  sp ecu la t iv e  p h i lo so p h y .—
1 ° I s  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  s u b a l t e r n a te  t o  s p e c u la t iv e p h i lo s o p h y , 

a n d ,  in  p a r t i c u la r ,  to  P h i lo s o p h y  o f N a tu r e  ?

2 °  S o m e  m o d e rn  sc h o la s t ic  p h i lo s o p h e rs  (3) a f f i rm  th a t  

M o ra l  P h i l o s o p h y  is s u b a l t e r n a te  to  th e  p a r t  o f sp ec ia l  P h i lo s 

o p h y  o f N a tu r e  w h ic h  d e a ls  w i th  t h e  so u l, b e c a u s e  Mo ra l  

P h i lo s o p h y , t h e y  c la im , a d d s  th e  a c c id e n ta l  d i f f e r en t ia  o f 

m o r a l i t y  to  t h e  o b je c t  ( p a r t ia l )  o f  P h i lo s o p h y  o f  Na tu r e ,  i .e ,. 

to  h u m a n  a c ts .

(1 ) I b id . ,  1. 1 , 1. 3 , n . 3 5  (P i r o t ta ) .
(2 ) I n  P o l i t ic . ,  I. I , P ro lo g u s, su b  f ine .
(3) G r e d t , o p. c i t ., t .  I I ,  n . 8 7 9 .
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3 °  S in c e  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  is  e s s e n t ia l ly  a  p r a c t i c al  

s c ie n c e , i t  is n o t ,  w e  m a in ta in ,  s u b a l t e r n a te  t o  s pe c u la t iv e  

p h i lo s o p h y : M o ra l  P h i l o s o p h y  is p o sse sse d  o f i t s  o wn  se lf -  

e v id e n t  p r in c ip le s , w h ic h  i t  d o e s  n o t  b o r r o w  f ro m  sp e c u la t iv e  

sc ie n c e  (1).

I n d e e d ,  s p e c u la t iv e  p r in c ip le s  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  p r in c ip le s , in  

s c ie n ce s  o f th e  n a tu r a l  o rd e r ,  a r e  in  o p p o s i t io n  to e a c h  o th e r  

(n . 1 8 3 ), a n d  th e re fo re  n o  p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c e  d e r iv es  f r o m  s p e c u 

la t iv e  p r in c ip le s .

4 °  N e v e r th e le s s ,  s in c e  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  is  r o o te d  in  th e  s p e c u 

la t iv e ,  c e r ta in  s p e c u la t iv e  n o t io n s  a r e  n e c e s sa ry  in  a  t r e a t i s e  

o n  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y ;  v .g ., t h e  m o ra l  p h i lo s o p h e r  m us t  h a v e  a  

k n o w le d g e  o f t h e  n a tu r e  o f th e  u l t im a te  e n d , o f ju st ic e ,  e tc .  

M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  d o e s  n o t  s e e k  th e s e  n o t io n s  fo r  t he i r  o w n  

sa k e , b u t  o n ly  in  so  f a r  a s  th e y  a re  re q u is i te s  o f  p r a c t ic a l  

k n o w le d g e .

H e n c e  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y , th o u g h  n o t  s u b a l t e r n a te  to  

s p e c u la t i v e  p h i lo s o p h y , is  subo rd ina te to  i t  in  a s  m u c h  a s  th e  

p r a c t ic a l  is  regulated by t h e  s p e c u la t i v e ,  in  w h ic h  i t  is r a d i 

c a te d .

820. M oral P h i lo so p h y  a n d  Sacred  T h eo lo g y .—
1° S a c re d  T h e o lo g y  is  a  sc ie n c e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  p r in c ip le s  o f 

f a i th ,  a n d ,  in  i t s  m o r a l  p a r t ,  d e a ls  w i th  h u m a n  a c ts  a s  d e s t in e d  

fo r  a  s u p e r n a tu r a l  e n d , i .e .,  f o r  t h e  i n tu i t i v e  v isio n  o f G o d .

M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  is  b a s e d  o n  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f n a tur a l  

re a so n , a n d  th e re fo re  is c o n c e rn e d  w i th  h u m a n  a c ts  a s  d i r e c te d  

to  a  n a tu r a l  e n d .

2 °  M a n ,  b e c a u s e  o f h is  e le v a t io n  t o  th e  s u p e r n a tu r al  

o rd e r ,  s h o u ld  d i r e c t  a ll  h is  a c ts  t o  a  s u p e r n a tu r a l e n d .

S o m e  m o d e rn  s c h o la s t i c  p h i lo s o p h e rs , a s  D e m a n  (-) an d  

R a m ir e z  (s) , h o ld  t h a t ,  in  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f m a n ’s sta t e  o f e le 

v a t io n ,  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  is  n o t  sp e c i f ic a l ly  d i s t i nc t  a s  a  

sc ie n c e  f r o m  M o ra l  T h e o lo g y . 1 2 3

( 1 )  D e V e r i ta te , q . 16 , a . 1.—  I ,  q . 7 9 , a . 12.
(2 ) R evue d es S c iences p h ilo so p h iq u e s et théologiques, 1 934 , p p . 2 5 8 -2 8 0 .
(3 ) B u lle tin  th o m iste , a v r i l- ju in , 1 9 3 5 .
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O th e rs ,  a s  M a r i ta i n  (*) a n d  M a c q u a r t  (1 2) , te a c h  th a t  M o ra l  

P h i lo s o p h y  a s  a  sc ie n c e  is  sp e c i f ic a l ly  d i s t i n c t  f ro m  M o ra l  T h e o l 

o g y , p r o v id e d  t h a t  i t  is c o n s id e re d  a s  s u b a l t e r n a te to  T h e o lo g y .

3 °  M o ra l  T h e o lo g y  a n d  M o ra l  P h i l o s o p h y  a re  sp e c i f ica l ly  

d i s t i n c t  s c ie n c es , a s  is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  p r in c ip les  o n  w h ic h  

t h e y  a re  b a se d . F o r  M o ra l  T h e o lo g y  is  f o u n d e d  o n  the  p r i n 

c ip le s  o f d iv in e  f a i th ,  w h e re a s  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  is f o u n d e d  

o n  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f n a tu r a l  re a so n  (3).

4 °  T h e r e  is  n o  t r u e  s u b a l te r n a t io n  o f M o ra l  P h i l o s op h y  

to  S a c re d  T h e o lo g y , b e c a u s e  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  d o e s  no t  b o r ro w  

i ts  p r in c ip le s  f r o m  S a c re d  T h e o lo g y .

T h e r e  is , h o w e v e r , a n  im p r o p e r  m o d e  o f s u b a l t e r n a t io n  

o f  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  to  S a c re d  T h e o lo g y , in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  

e n d  c o n s id e re d  b y  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  is  s u b o r d in a te  to  th e  

e n d  c o n s id e re d  b y  S a c re d  T h e o lo g y  (n . 1 9 3 ). F o r ,  b ec a u s e  o f 

m a n ’s e le v a t io n  t o  t h e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  o rd e r ,  a l l  h u m an  a c ts  a re  

d i r e c te d  t o  t h e i r  s u p e r n a tu r a l  e n d  a s  t h e i r  u l t im a te  e n d .

T h e re fo re  w e  m a y  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y ,  e ve n  

th o u g h  i t  is a  p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c e , is  n o t ,  a s  a  sc ien c e , su f f ic ie n t 

f o r  t h e  r e g u la t io n  o f h u m a n  a c ts .  F o r  m a n  m u s t  d i r ec t  h is  

a c ts ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f f a i th ,  to  t h e ir  s u p e r n a tu r a l  

e n d .

821. D iv is io n  o f M oral P h i lo so p h y .— 1° M o r a l  P h i lo s 

o p h y , a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c e , is  sp e c i f ie d  b y  i t s  en d , w h ic h  is 

t h e  p r in c ip le  o f h u m a n  a c ts  a n d  th e  f o r m a l o b je c t  quo o f m o ra l  

s c ie n c e , i .e .,  o f t h e  sc ie n c e  o f h u m a n  o p e ra t io n s .

2 °  M a n  is a  so c ia l  a n im a l,  a n d , in  th e  n a t u r a l  o rd er ,  is 

a  p a r t ,  i .e .,  a  m e m b e r ,  o f tw o  s o c ie t ie s :  d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty  a n d  

c iv i l  o r  p o l i t i c a l  so c ie ty .

(1 ) S c ience  e t S agesse , p p . 2 2 8 -3 3 9 , (L a b erg er ie , P a r is , 1 9 3 5 ).
(2) E lem en ta  P h i lo so p h ia e , t .  I ,  p . 2 4 3  (B lo t ) .
(3 ) A d  m o ra lem  p h ilo so p h ia m  p ro p r ie  e t  d ir e c te  s p e cta t  d e  ju r e  e t 

j u s t it ia  q u a e st io n e s d e f in ire  q u a te n u s  h o m o  o rd in a tu r  a d  c o n v ic tu m  p o li
t ic u m  e t  f in em  n a tu r a le m . A d  sa c ra m  th e o lo g ia m  m a x im e p e r t in e t  d e  ju re 
p ersc ru ta r i u sq u e  a d  m in im a  re sp ec tu  b o n i sp ir i tu a lis  e t  f in is  su p e rn a tu ra lis . 
A d  h u n c  i ta q u e  m o d u m  sa c ra  T h eo lo g ia , cu m  s i t  p ra c tic a , sa lte m  e m in en te r 
co n s id e r a t  o m n ia  q u a e  p h i lo so p h u s  m o ra lis  m u lto  a l tiu s  e t  d iv in iu s  q u a m  il le ,— 
B a n n e z ,  D e  J u re  et J u s t i t ia , P ro o em iu m .
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3 °  S o c ie ty  is  a  w h o le  o f w h ic h  m a n  is  a  p a r t .

B u t  a  w h o le  c a n  b e  absolu te ly  one, i .e . ,  c a n  h a v e  absolute 

un ity , o r  i t  c a n  h a v e  relative u n i ty , i .e .,  u n i t y  o f o rd e r ,  as, 

fo r  e x a m p le , t h e  o r d e r  o f a n  a r m y .

I n  a  w h o le  w h ic h  h a s  a b s o lu te  u n i t y ,  t h e  o p e r a t io n  o f t h e  

w h o le  a n d  o f t h e  p a r t  is o n e  a n d  th e  s a m e ; v .g ., v is io n , w h ic h  

is t h e  o p e ra t io n  o f t h e  sen se  o f s ig h t,  is  t h e  o p e ra t io n  o f  a  m a n . 

T h e re fo re , w h e n  a  w h o le  h a s  a b s o lu te  u n i t y ,  t h e  sc ie n c e  o f th e  

w h o le  a n d  o f t h e  p a r t  is  o n e  a n d  th e  sa m e . T h u s  P h il o s o p h y  

o f N a tu r e ,  w h ic h  d e a ls  w i th  m a n , d e a ls  a lso  w ith  t he  h u m a n  

in te l le c t  a n d  w ill.

I n  a  w h o le  w h ic h  h a s  o n ly  u n i t y  o f o rd e r , t h e  p a r t  c a n  

h a v e  o p e r a t io n  w h ic h  is  n o t  t h e  o p e r a t io n  o f t h e  w ho le , a s  a  

so ld ie r  in  a n  a r m y  h a s  o p e r a t io n  w h ic h  is  n o t  th e  op e ra t io n  

o f t h e  w h o le  a rm y . M o re o v e r ,  a  w h o le  c a n  h a v e  o p e r at io n  

w h ic h  is n o t  p ro p e r  to  a n y  o f t h e  p a r t s ,  b u t  t o  t h e w h o le , a s , 

fo r  e x a m p le , th e  c o n f l ic t  o f a n  a r m y  a s  a  w h o le . T he re fo re , 

w h e n  a  w h o le  h a s  o n ly  u n i t y  o f o rd e r ,  t h e  sc ie n c e  of t h e  w h o le  

a n d  o f t h e  p a r t  is n o t  o n e  a n d  th e  sa m e .

4 °  S o c ie ty , w h ic h  is  a  m u l t i t u d e  c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  ord e r , 

is  a  w h o le  w h ic h  h a s  n o t  absolute u n i ty , b u t  o n ly  u n i ty  o f  order. 

T h e re fo re  t h e  sc ie n c e  w h ic h  d e a ls  w i th  t h e  o p e ra t ion s  o f a  

s in g le  m a n  is  n o t  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e  sc ie n c e  w h ic h  d e als  w i th  th e  

o p e ra t io n s  o f t h e  w h o le  o f s o c ie ty .

H e n c e  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  is  d iv id e d  in to  th r e e  p a r t s .

T h e  f i rs t  p a r t  d e a ls  w i th  th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f in d iv idu a l  m a n  

as  d i r e c te d  to  t h e i r  e n d , a n d  is  c a l le d  E th ics o r  M onastics.

T h e  se c o n d  p a r t  t r e a t s  o f  t h e  o p e ra t io n s  o f t h e  d o me s t ic  

m u l t i t u d e ,  i .e .,  o f t h e  f a m i ly ,  a n d  is  c a l le d  E conom ics o r  M ora l 

o f the fa m ily .

T h e  th i r d  p a r t  is  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f  t h e  

c iv i l  m u l t i t u d e ,  i .e ., o f c iv i l  so c ie ty , a n d  is c a lle d  P o litics 

o r  M ora l o f c iv il society, 1

(1) I n  E th ic .,  1. 1 , 1. 1, a. 6  (P i r o t ta ) .
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M o n a s t ic s , E c o n o m ic s , a n d  P o l i t i c s  a r e  n o t  m a te r ia l p a r t s  

o f  o n e  a n d  t h e  sa m e  sc ie n c e , b u t  a re  e s s e n t ia l l y  d is t i n c t  p r a c 

t i c a l  s c ie n c es , fo r  th e  e n d  o f in d iv id u a l  m a n , t h e  e n d  o f  d o m e s t ic  

so c ie ty ,  a n d  th e  e n d  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty  a r e  sp e c i f ic al ly  d i s t i n c t  

f r o m  e a c h  o th e r .

H e n c e  M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  is  d iv id e d  in to  t h e  fo l lo w ing  

d is t in c t  p a r t s :

M o r a l P h i lo so p h y
E th ic s  o r  M o n a st ic s  : M o r a l o f  in d iv id u a l  m an . 
E c o n o m ic s:  M o r a l o f  d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty . 
P o li t ic s :  M o r a l o f  c iv i l  o r  p o l i t ic a l  s o c ie ty .

822. P o lit ic s  is w isd o m  in  th e  order o f th e  p rac t ica l 
sc ien ce s.—  1° A  sc ie n c e  is  w isd o m  w h e n  i t  c o n s id e rs  th in g s  

a c c o rd in g  to  th e i r  f i r s t  p r in c ip le s . B u t  t h e  e n d s  of t h e  p r a c 

t ic a l  sc ie n c es  a r e  t h e i r  p r in c ip le s . T h e re fo re  t h e  sc ie n c e  

w h ic h  c o n s id e rs  h u m a n  a c ts  in  r e la t io n  to  t h e i r  u l tim a te  e n d  

is  w isd o m  in  t h e  o rd e r  o f th e  p ra c t i c a l  sc ie n c es . Bu t  P o l i t i c s  

d e a ls  w i th  h u m a n  a c ts  a s  r e la te d  t o  t h e i r  u l t im a te  e n d , i .e .,  

t o  h a p p in e ss .

S in c e  i t  is  o n ly  in  c iv i l  o r  p o l i t i c a l  s o c ie ty  t h a t m a n  c a n  

a t t a i n  n a tu r a l  h a p p in e s s ,  h a p p in e s s  is t h e  e n d  w i th w h ic h  

P o l i t i c s  is p ro p e r ly  c o n c e rn e d . H e n c e ,  j u s t  a s  M e tap h y s ic s  

is  w isd o m  in  th e  o rd e r  o f  t h e  s p e c u la t iv e  sc ie n c es , so  P o l i t i c s  

is w isd o m  in  th e  o rd e r  o f th e  p ra c t i c a l  s c ie n c e s  (1).

2 °  C e r ta in  sc h o la s t ic s , a s  L ib e r a to r e  a n d  Z ig l ia r a , d is 

t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  tw o  a s p e c ts  o f  h u m a n  a c ts .  T h e y  m ain ta in  

t h a t  a  h u m a n  a c t  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  a) e i th e r  in  i ts e l f ,  i .e ., 

in  re la t io n  to  i t s  u l t im a te  e n d , b) o r  in  i t s  r e la t io n  t o  p e rso n s  

o th e r  t h a n  i t s  a u th o r .

B e c a u se  o f th e se  tw o  a sp e c ts  o f  h u m a n  a c ts ,  t h e y  d iv id e  

M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y  in to  tw o  p a r t s :

a) E th ics, w h o se  o b je c t  is  h u m a n  a c ts  in  th e m s e lv e s ,  i .e .,  

in  r e la t io n  to  th e i r  u l t im a te  e n d ;

b) N a tu ra l L a w (J u s  N a tu ra le ) , w h o se  o b je c t  is  th e  m o ra l  

r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  d i f f e re n t p e rso n s , i .e .,  h u m a n  a cts  a s  j u s t  o r  

u n ju s t .  1

(1 ) I n  P o l i t ic .  P r o o e m iu m , c i r c a  f in em .
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T h is  d iv is io n  is  in a d m is s ib le  b e c a u s e  th e r e  is  n o  op p o s i t io n  

b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t s ,  a n d  e sp e c ia l l y  b e c a u s e  i t  d e s t r oy s  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f p o l i t ic a l  s c ie n c e , w h ic h  is  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  h u m a n a c ts  in  

re la t io n  to  th e i r  n a t u r a l  e n d .

3 °  C e r ta in  o th e r  p h i lo s o p h e rs ,  a s  K a n t ,  h o ld  t h a t  Na tu r a l  

L a w  (J u s  N a tu ra le) is  n o t  o n ly  d i s t i n c t  f ro m  E th ic s  b u t  i n d e 

p e n d e n t  o f i t ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  is  n o t  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  m o ra l i ty . 

T h is  o p in io n  is , o f c o u rs e ,  u n te n a b le ,  b e c a u s e  P o l it i c s , w h ic h  is 

c o n c e rn e d  w ith  c iv i l  s o c ie ty , d e a ls  w i th  th e  m u tu a l r e la t io n s  o f 

m e n  ( N a tu r a l  L a w ) ,  a n d  is  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  th e  p r inc ip a l  p a r t  

o f M o ra l  P h i lo s o p h y , f o r  i t  d e a ls  w i th  h u m a n  a c ts  in  r e la t io n  

to  th e i r  u l t im a te  n a t u r a l  e n d .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1 . W ith  w h a t  k in d  o f o rd e r  is  e a c h  o f th e  fo llo w in g co n ce rn ed : rea l 
sp ec u la t iv e  p h ilo so p h y , l ib e ra l a r t s ,  m ec h a n ic a l a rts . M o r a l P h i lo so p h y  ?

2 . D e f in e  M o r a l P h i lo so p h y , s t a te  i t s  fo rm a l o b je c t quo, a n d  ex p la in 
w h y  i t  is  a  fo rm a lly  p ra c t ic a l sc ie n c e .

3 . D e f in e :  r a d ic a lly  p ra c t ic a l sc ie n c e , fo r m a lly  p ra c t ica l sc ie n c e , a n d 
c o m p le te ly  p ra c t ic a l sc ie n c e .

4 . D esc r ib e  th e  m eth o d  e m p lo y e d  b y  M o r a l P h i lo so p h y.

5 . E x p la in  w h y  M o ra l P h i lo so p h y  is  n o t  s u b a l t e m a te , a n d  w h e th er 
i t  is  su b o r d in a te , t o  s p e c u la t iv e  p h ilo so p h y .

6 . A re  M o ra l P h i lo so p h y  a n d  M o ra l T h e o lo g y  sp e c if ica lly  d is t in c t  
sc ien ce s ? E x p la in .

7 . I s  M o ra l P h i lo so p h y  s u b a lt e r n a te  t o  M o r a l T h e o log y  ? E x p la in .

8 . N a m e  th e  p a r ts  o f  M o ra l P h i lo s o p h y , a n d  ex p la in  w h y  th e s e  parts, 
are sp ec if ic a l ly  d is t in c t  sc ie n c e s .

9 . E x p la in  w h y  P o li t ic s  is w isd o m  in  th e  o rd er  o f  th e  p r a c t ic a l  sc ie n ce s.
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IN T R O D U C T IO N

823. D e f in it io n  o f  M o n a st ic s .—  M o n a s t ic s ,  a lso  c a l le d  

E th ic s  (1) , e ty m o lo g ic a l ly  s ig n i f ie s  th e  sc ie n c e  o f in d iv id u a l  

m a n .

M o n a s t i c s  is d e f in e d : the p rac tica l science w hich deals w ith 

the h u m a n  acts o f  in d iv id u a l m a n  in  rela tion to their  end.

M o n a s t ic s  is  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  E c o n o m ic s , w h ic h  d e a ls  wi th  

th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f  d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty ,  a n d  f r o m  P o l i t ic s ,  w h ic h  

is c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f c iv i l  o r  p o l i t ic a l  so c ie ty .

M o n a s t i c s ,  E c o n o m ic s , a n d  P o l i t i c s  a re ,  a s  w e h a v e  a l r e a d y  

p o in te d  o u t , sp ec if ic a l ly , i .e .,  e s s e n t ia l ly , d i s t in c t  s c ie n ce s .

824. D iv is io n  o f M o n a s t ic s .—  M o n a s t ic s  is  fo rm a l l y  

o n ly  o n e  sc ie n c e , w h ic h  d e a ls  w i th  th e  o p e ra t io n s  of in d iv id u a l  

m a n .  A n d , a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c e , i t  d e a ls  w i th  h u ma n  o p e r a 

t io n s  in  r e la t io n  t o  t h e i r  e n d .  T h e  u l t im a te  e n d  t o w h ic h  

h u m a n  o p e ra t io n s  a r e  d i r e c te d  is  h a p p in e s s .  B u t ,  s in c e  

h a p p in e s s  is th e  c o m m o n  g o o d , t h e  s tu d y  o f i t  b e lo ng s  to  

P o l i t ic s , b e c a u s e  h a p p in e s s  is  t h e  e n d  p r o p e r  t o  t he  c iv i l  m u l 

t i tu d e ,  i .e . ,  t o  c iv i l  so c ie ty .  T h e r e  a r e  tw o  re a son s , h o w e v e r ,  

w h y  w e s h o u ld  d e a l  w i th  i t  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  M o n as t ic s :

f i rs t ,  t h e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f  a l l  h u m a n  a c ts , e v e n  o f t h e  a c ts  

o f in d iv id u a l  m a n ,  is  h a p p in e s s ;

se c o n d ly , M o n a s t ic s  is  r e la te d  t o  P o l i t i c s , w h ic h  is  th e  

p r in c ip a l  p a r t  o f M o ra l  P h i l o s o p h y  a n d  w isd o m  in  the  o rd e r  

o f th e  p ra c t i c a l  s c ie n c e s , a n d  th e re fo re  s h o u ld  d e al  w i th  th e  

f i rs t  e le m e n ts  o f p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  (1 2).

W h e n  w e  h a v e  c o m p le te d  o u r  s tu d y  o f t h e  u l t im a te  e nd  

o f h u m a n  l ife , w e  s h a l l  d is c u ss  h u m a n  a c ts ,  b y  w h ich  m a n

(1 ) I n  E th ic .,  1. I ,  1. 1 , n n . 6  a n d  7 (P i r o t ta ) .
(2) I n  E th ic .,  1. I ,  1. 2 , n . 31 (P i r o t ta ) .
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a t t a i n s  th is  u l t im a te  e n d .  H u m a n  a c ts  m a y  b e  c o n s ide re d  in 

t h e i r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a s p e c t  a n d  in  t h e i r  m o r a l  a s p e ct.  A f te r  

w e  h a v e  s tu d ie d  h u m a n  a c ts  u n d e r  t h e i r  m o r a l  a s p e c t,  w e  sh a l l  

d is c u ss  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f m o ra l  a c ts ,  w h ic h  a r e  la w a n d  th e  

v i r tu e s .

H e n c e  M o n a s t ic s  w ill c o n ta in  fo u r  b o o k s .

B o o k  I :  U l t im a te  e n d  o f  h u m a n  a c ts .

B o o k  I I :  H u m a n  a c ts  in  t h e i r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a sp e c t.

B o o k  I I I :  H u m a n  a c ts  in  t h e i r  m o r a l  a s p e c t.

B o o k  I V  : P r in c ip le s  o f m o ra l  a c ts .



B O O K  I

U lt im a te  en d  o f  h u m a n  acts

P ro lo g u e .—  T h e r e  a r e  tw o  q u e s t io n s  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  

u l t im a te  e n d  o f h u m a n  a c ts  w i th  w h ic h  w e  a r e  a t  p r es e n t  c o n 

c e r n e d : f i r s t ,  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  w h e th e r  m a n  a c ts  f o r a n  u l t im a te  

e n d ; se c o n d ly , t h e  q u e s t io n  o f m a n ’s u l t im a te  e n d  in  p a r t i c 

u la r ,  i .e . ,  o f  h a p p in e s s . H e n c e  th e r e  w il l b e  tw o  ch a p te r s  in  

th is  b o o k .

C h a p te r  I :  M a n ’s u l t im a te  e n d  in  g e n e ra l . 

C h a p te r  I I :  H a p p in e s s .



C H A P T E R  I

M A N ’S U L T IM A T E  E N D  IN  G E N E R A L

P ro lo gu e .—  I n  th is  c h a p te r ,  w e  s h a l l  sh o w  f i r s t  t h a t  

e v e r y  h u m a n  a c t  is  d ir e c te d  to  a n  e n d ;  se c o n d ly , t ha t  e v e r y  

h u m a n  a c t  is  d i r e c te d  t o  a n  u l t im a te  e n d . H e n c e  th er e  w ill 

b e  tw o  a r t ic le s  in  th is  c h a p te r .

E n d  o f  h u m a n  a c ts

f S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  q u e s t io n 
I A d v e rsa r ies
I T h e s is :  M a n , in  a ll h is  h u m a n  a c ts , a c ts  fo r 

a n  en d  in  a m a n n er  p ro p er  to  m a n

U lt im a te  en d

S ta te m e n t  o f t h e  q u e st io n 
T h es is :  M a n , in  a ll  h is  h u m a n  a c ts ,  a c ts  fo r  a n 

u l t im a te  en d , a t  le a s t  v ir tu a lly  
T h er e  re a lly  is a n  u l t im a te  en d  o f  h u m a n  life 
T h e  u l t im a te  en d  is t h e  sa m e fo r  a ll  m en 
N o  m a n  ca n  a c t  fo r  m ore th a n  o n e  u lt im a te 

en d 
D if f ic u l t ies



A B T I C L E  I

E N D  O F  H U M A N  A C T S

825. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° A n  e n d  is  t h a t  

to w a rd s  w h ic h  a n  a p p e t i t e  te n d s ,  i .e .,  tha t fo r  w hich an  agent 

operates.

A n  e n d  a n d  a  g o o d  a re  m a te r ia l l y  t h e  sa m e , f o r  a n  ap p e 

t i t e  is  m o v e d  o r  a t t r a c t e d  o n ly  b y  a  g o o d , t r u e  o r  a p p a r e n t ;  

a n  e n d  a n d  a  g o o d , h o w e v e r , a r e  f o r m a l l y  d i f f e re n t, f o r  a  th in g  

is  a  g o o d  a s  th e  o b je c t  o f  t h e  a p p e t i t e ,  a n d  a n  e n d a s  i t  m o v e s  

th e  a p p e t i te .

2 °  A  d is t in c t io n  m u s t  b e  m a d e  b e tw e e n  a c ts  o f m a n  an d  

h u m a n  a c ts .

A c ts  o f m a n a re  a n y  a c ts  w h a ts o e v e r  w h ic h  p ro c e e d  f r o m  

m a n .

H u m a n  acts a r e  a c ts  w h ic h  p ro c e e d  f r o m  m a n  a s  m a n , i .e . ,  

in  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  d if fe rs  f r o m  i r r a t i o n a l  c re a tu r e s , n o t  o n ly  

a s  re g a rd s  n a tu r e  b u t  a lso  a s  r e g a rd s  m o d e  o f o p e rat io n .

S in c e  m a n  d if fe rs  f r o m  i r r a t i o n a l  c r e a tu r e s  a s  re g ard s  m o d e  

o f o p e ra t io n , in  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  a c ts  f r e e ly , h u m a n  ac ts  a r e  d e 

f in ed  : acts w hich proceed fr o m  the deliberate w ill o f m a n . T h u s  

in d e l ib e ra te  a c ts  o f t h e  i n te l le c t  a n d  w ill, th o u g h in  n a tu r e  

p ro p e r  t o  m a n , a r e  n o t  h u m a n  a c ts ,  b u t  a c ts  o f m a n , b e c a u s e  

su c h  a c ts ,  in  m o d e  o f o p e ra t io n , a re  n o t  p ro p e r  t o  m a n ;  b u t  

m a n ’s a c ts  o f e a t in g , d r in k in g ,  a n d  w a lk in g , th o u g h in  n a tu r e  

c o m m o n  to  m a n  a n d  a n im a ls , a r e  h u m a n  a c ts  w h e n  th e y 

p ro c e e d  f r o m  m a n ’s d e l ib e r a te  w ill.

3 °  I n  th e  th e s is ,  w e  s t a t e  t h a t  m a n , in  a l l  h is  h u ma n  a c ts ,  

a c ts  fo r  a n  e n d  in  a m an ne r p roper to m a n , b e c a u s e  m a n , a s  a  

r a t io n a l  a g e n t,  is f r e e  a n d  o f h is  o w n  a c c o rd  m o v e s t o  a n  e n d , 

w h e re a s  i r r a t i o n a l  a g e n ts  a r e  m o v e d  b y  n a t u r e  to w a rd s  th e i r
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e n d . M o re o v e r , s in c e  m a n  a c ts  f o r  a n  e n d  in  a  m a n n er  p ro p e r  

to  m a n , h is  a c ts  p o sse ss  a  sp e c ia l  k in d  o f g o o d n e ss, n a m e ly , 

m o r a l i ty ,  i .e .,  m o ra l  g o o d n e ss .

826. A dversar ies.—  T h e  a d v e r s a r ie s  o f t h is  d o c t r in e  

a r e  a ll  p h i lo s o p h e rs , a s  S p in o z a , B u ffo n , C o m te , B ain ,  T a in e ,  

H u x le y , L a m a rc k ,  B u c h n e r ,  e tc .,  w h o  h o ld  t h a t  t h e  co n c e p t  o f 

f i n a l i ty  o r ig in a te s  in  th e  p re ju d ic e s  o f t h e  w ise  an d  t h e  ig n o ra n c e  

o f t h e  i l l i t e r a te .

827. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E S IS .— M a n ,  i n  a l l  h i s  h u m a n  a c t s ,  a c t s

F O R  A N  E N D  I N  A  M A N N E R  P R O P E R  

T O  M A N .

F irs t  p a r t . —  M a n , in  all h is h u m a n  acts, acts fo r  an  end. 

A ll a c ts  w h ic h  p ro c e e d  f r o m  th e  d e l ib e r a te  w ill a re f o r  a n  e n d . 

B u t  a l l  h u m a n  a c ts  a re  a c ts  w h ic h  p ro c e e d  f r o m  th e  d e l ib e ra te  

w ill. T h e re fo re  a ll  h u m a n  a c ts  a re  f o r  a n  e n d , i .e .,  m a n , in  

a l l  h is  h u m a n  a c ts ,  a c ts  fo r  a n  e n d .

M a jo r .—  E v e r y  a c t  w h ic h  p ro c e e d s  f r o m  a  p o w e r  is  r e la te d  

to  th e  o b je c t  o f  t h e  p o w e r , i .e .,  a n  a c t i o n  w h ic h  pro c e e d s  f r o m  

a  p o w e r  c a n  b e  d ir e c te d ,  i .e .,  te n d ,  o n ly  t o  t h e  f or m a l o b je c t  

b y  w h ic h  t h e  p o w e r  is  sp ec i f ie d ;  t h u s  v is io n  is  c o nc e rn e d  o n ly  

w i th  s o m e th in g  v is ib le , in te l le c t io n  o n ly  w i th  b e ing . B u t  

th e  o b je c t  o f t h e  w ill is  a n  e n d  a n d  a  g o o d . T h e re fo re .

S eco n d  p a r t .—  M a n  acts fo r  an  end in  a m anner proper 

to m a n .—  A n  a g e n t  w h ich  h a s  d o m in io n  o v e r  i t s  a c ts  in  v i r tu e  

o f f re e  w ill a c ts  fo r  a n  e n d  in  a  m a n n e r  p r o p e r  t o  m a n .  B u t  

m a n , in  v i r t u e  o f f r e e  w ill, h a s  d o m in io n  o v e r  h is  a c ts .  T h e r e 

fo re  m a n  a c ts  fo r  a n  e n d  in  a  m a n n e r  p r o p e r  t o  m a n .

M a jo r .—  A n  a g e n t  w h ic h , in  v i r t u e  o f f re e  w il l, h a s  d o m in

io n  o v e r  i t s  a c ts  n o t  o n ly  m o v e s  i ts e l f  to w a r d s  i t s o b je c t  w h ic h  

is a n  e n d , b u t  p r o p e r ly  a n d  fo rm a l ly  a c ts  f o r  a n  e nd , in  as  m u c h  

a s  i t  c h o o se s a n d  d e te r m in e s  a n  e n d  f o r  i ts e l f ,  i .e.,  is  a c t i v e  in  

r e la t io n  to  th e  e n d .
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M in o r .—  M a n ,  a s  a  b e in g  e n d o w e d  w i th  re a so n , n o t  o n ly  

h a s  k n o w le d g e  o f t h e  o b je c t  w h ic h  is a n  e n d , b u t  h as  k n o w le d g e  

o f i t  a s  a n  e n d ,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  k n o w s  a n d  e v a lu a te s  t h e  w o r th  

o f th e  o b je c t  w h ic h  is  th e  e n d ,  a n d  a lso  t h e  p r o p o rt io n  b e tw e e n  

th e  e n d  a n d  th e  a c t  r e q u i r e d  f o r  i t s  a t ta in m e n t .



A R T I C L E  I I

U L T I M A T E  E N D

828. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° A n  u l t im a te  

e n d  is  a n  e n d  to  w h ic h  a l l  o th e r  e n d s  a re  s u b o r d in ate d ,  a n d  

w h ic h  i ts e l f  is  n o t  s u b o r d in a te d  t o  a n y  o th e r  e n d .

A n  u l t im a te  e n d  is  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te ,  i f  i t  is  s uc h  in  a l l  

o rd e rs ;  a n d  i t  is  r e la t iv e ly  u l t im a te ,  i f  i t  is s u ch  in  a  p a r t i c u la r  

o rd e r , a s  h e a l th  in  r e la t io n  to  m e d ic in e .

T h e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  e n d ,  t h e n ,  is  t h e  g o o d  w h ich  c a n  

c o m p le te ly  a n d  u l t im a te l y  p e r fe c t ,  i .e ., s a t i s f y ,  th e  a p p e t i te .  

I t  is  w i th  th is  e n d  t h a t  w e  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  a t  p re s e nt .

T h e  a b so lu te ly  u l t im a te  en d  th a t  c a n  b e  fo r m a lly  and  

e le c t iv e ly  d es ired  is h a p p in ess, o f  w h ich  o n ly  an  ag e n t  en d o w ed 

w ith  an  in te l le c t  is  ca p a b le .

2 °  T h e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f a n  a g e n t  e n d o w e d  w i th  a n  in te l le c t  

h a s  a  tw o fo ld  a s p e c t :  a) a, fo rm a l aspect, u n d e r  w h ic h  a l l  th in g s  

a r e  d e s ir e d , a n d  w h ic h  is  g o o d  in  g e n e r a l  a n d  in  t he  a b s t r a c t ;  

f o r  a n  a p p e t i t e  w h ic h  fo l lo w s  a n  in te l le c t  d e s ire s  a  t h in g  o n ly  

b e c a u se  a n d  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is  a  p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f th is  g e n e ra l  

a s p e c t  o f g o o d ; b) a  m ateria l aspect, w h ic h  is  the th in g  desired, 

i .e ., t h e  g o o d  w h ic h  m o v e s  th e  a p p e t i t e  a n d  is  i t s  e n d .

I n  th e  th e s is ,  w e  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  u l t im a te  en d  

u n d e r  i t s  m a te r ia l  a s p e c t,  i .e ., a s  th e  t h in g  d e s i re d .

3 °  T h e  u l t im a te  e n d , u n d e r  th e  a s p e c t  o f t h e  t h in g  d e s i re d , 

m a y  b e  t h e  true u l t im a te  e n d ,  i .e .,  t h a t  g o o d  w h ic h  re a l l y  c a n  

c o m p le te ly  a n d  p e r fe c t ly  s a t i s f y  th e  a p p e t i t e ;  o r  it  m a y  b e  a n  

appa ren t u l t im a te  e n d ,  i .e .,  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  in  r e a l i t y  is  n o t  

t h e  u l t im a te  e n d , b u t  w h ic h  is  c o n s id e re d  a s  t h e  u lt im a te  e n d , 

i .e . ,  w h ic h  a  p e rs o n  re g a rd s  as  th e  t e r m  o f a l l  h is d e s ire s .
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4 °  I n  a c t in g  f o r  a n  e n d ,  a n  a g e n t  n e c e ssa r i ly  h a s  th e  

in te n t io n  o f a t t a i n i n g  t h a t  e n d .  N o w  th e r e  a re  f o u r w a y s  

in  w h ic h  a n  e n d  m a y  b e  in te n d e d :  a c tu a l l y ,  v i r t u a l ly ,  h a b i 

tu a l l y  (x) , a n d  in te r p r e ta t i v e l y .

1) A c tu a l in ten tion is  a n  in te n t io n  b y  w h ic h  a n  a g e n t  

te n d s  to  a n  e n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f a n  a c tu a l  a n d  e x p re ss  a c t  o f  t h e  

w ill.

T h e re  a re  th r e e  e le m e n ts  in  a c tu a l  i n te n t io n :

a) a c tu a l  k n o w le d g e  o f t h e  e n d ;

b) a c tu a l  w i l l in g  o f t h e  e n d ;

c) c h o ic e  o f m e a n s  a n d  e x p re ss  d ir e c t io n  o f th e m  to th e  e n d .

2) V ir tu a l in te n tio n is  o f tw o  k in d s  : e x p l ic i t  v i r t u a l  i n t e n 

t io n  a n d  im p l i c i t  v i r t u a l  in te n t io n .

E x p l ic i t v i r t u a l  i n te n t io n  is  a n  in te n t io n  b y  w h ic h  a n  

a g e n t, in  v i r t u e  o f a n  in te n t io n  fo r m e d  in  th e  p a s t a n d  n o t  

r e t r a c te d ,  a c ts  a n d  c h o o se s  m e a n s  fo r  a n  e n d ,  w i th ou t  a c tu a l l y  

th in k in g  o f th e  e n d ; v .g ., a  d o c to r  g a th e r s  h e rb s  fo r  m e d ic in e  

as a  re s u l t  o f a n  in te n t io n  fo rm e d  e a r l ie r ,  b u t  o f w h ic h  h e  d o e s 

n o t t h i n k  w h ile  h e  is g a th e r in g  t h e m ;  a  p e rs o n  ta k es  a  re s o lu t io n  

to  t a k e  d a i l y  w a lk s  f o r  h is  h e a l th ,  a n d  ta k e s  th e m  w i th o u t  

g iv in g  a n y  t h o u g h t  to  th e  e n d  h e  h a d  e a r l ie r  p ro p o se d  t o  h im 

self.

T h e r e  a re  th r e e  e le m e n ts  in  e x p l ic i t  v i r t u a l  i n te n tio n :

a) a b s e n c e  o f a c tu a l  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f th e  e n d ;

b) a c tu a l  w il l in g  o f t h e  e n d  in  th e  p a s t ;

c) r e a l  in f lu e n c e  o f  p re v io u s  v o l i t i o n  o n  p r e s e n t  ac ts  w h ic h  

in c lu d e s  re a l  d ir e c t io n  o f m e a n s  to  t h e  e n d .

Im p l ic i t  v i r t u a l  in te n t io n  is a n  in te n t io n  b y  w h ic h  a n  

a g e n t d o e s  s o m e th in g  w h ic h , a s  a n  im p e r f e c t  g o o d , of i t s  n a 

tu r e  is  d e s t i n e d  fo r  a n d  te n d s  to  a  m o r e  p e r f e c t  g oo d  a s  t o  a n  

e n d , o f w h ic h  h e  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  h a v e  k n o w le d g e , u n le ss  p e r 

c h a n c e  h e , v io le n t ly  a n d  c o n t r a r y  t o  th e  n a tu r e  o f h is  o p e ra 

t io n , d ir e c ts  h is  o p e r a t io n  to  so m e  o th e r  e n d ;  v .g ., a n  in fe r io r  

a r t i f i c e r  p e r f o rm in g  so m e  w o rk  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  ru le s  o f h is  

in fe r io r  a r t ,  b u t  o n  th e  o rd e rs  o f a  s u p e r io r  a r t i fic e r , v i r t u a l l y

(1) C a j e t a n t j s ,  i n  I I - I I ,  q .  2 4 , a .  10, n .  IV .
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i n te n d s  t h e  e n d  o f t h i s  s u p é r io r  a r t i f i c e r ,  e v e n  tho u g h  h e  m a y  

h a v e  n o  k n o w le d g e  o f th is  e n d .

3 ) H ab itu a l in ten tion is a n  in te n t io n  w h ic h  c o n n o te s  

c o e x is te n c e  w ith  a n  a c t  o f a  h a b i t  w h ic h  e x e rc ise s  n o  a c tu a l  

o r  v i r t u a l  in f lu e n c e  o n  th e  a c t ;  v .g ., a  p e rs o n  in  t h e  s t a t e  o f 

g ra c e  w h o  re c i te s  p r a y e r s  in  h is  s lee p  d o e s  n o t  a c t in  v i r t u e  

o f t h e  h a b i t  o f c h a r i t y  w h ic h  h e  p o sse sses . H e n c e  th e r e  is  

th is  d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  h a b i tu a l  in te n t io n  a n d  e x p lic i t  v i r t u a l  

i n te n t io n :  in  t h e  c a se  o f t h e  l a t t e r ,  th e  a g e n t  a c ts  in  v i r t u e  o f 

a  p r e v io u s  in te n t io n ,  w h e re a s , in  t h e  c a se  o f  t h e  fo rm e r , h e  

p o sse sses  d u r in g  h is  a c t io n  a  h a b i t  w h ic h  r e s u l te d  f r o m  a  fo rm e r  

i n te n t io n ,  b u t  w h ic h  h a s  n o  in f lu e n c e  o n  h is  p r e s e nt  a c t .

4 ) I n te r p r e ta t i v e  in te n tion is  a n  in te n t io n  w h ic h  d o e s n o t  

e x is t  a n d  n e v e r  d id  e x is t ,  b u t  w h ic h  p r e s u m a b ly  w o uld  e x is t  

i f  t h e  a g e n t  w e re  to  t h i n k  o f th e  e n d , o r  i f  c e r ta in  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  

w e re  t o  p r e s e n t  th e m s e lv e s ; v .g ., a  c h i ld  b o rn  o f Ch r is t ia n  

p a r e n ts  is  s a id  to  h a v e  a n  in te r p r e ta t i v e  d e s i re  for  B a p t is m ^  

e v e n  b e fo re  h e  a t t a i n s  th e  u se  o f re a s o n  ( 1).

5 °  S in c e  th e r e  is n o  re a l  d i r e c t io n  o f m e a n s  to  a n  e n d  in  

th e  c a se  e i th e r  o f h a b i t u a l  in te n t io n  o r  o f i n t e r p re ta t i v e  i n te n 

t io n ,  m a n , in  a ll  h is  h u m a n  a c ts , a c ts  f o r  a n  u l t ima te  e n d  in  as  

m u c h  a s  h e  a c ts  w i th  a t  le a s t a n  im p l i c i t  v i r t u a l  in te n t io n  o f a n  

u l t im a te  e n d . T h e re fo re  th e  u l t im a te  e n d  t o  w h ic h  al l  h u m a n  

a c ts  a re  d i r e c te d  is  e i th e r  th e  e n d  o f t h e  a g e n t  o r th e  e n d  o f t h e  

w o rk  (cf. n . 7 0 0 , 3 ° ) .  F o r ,  in  t h e  c a se  o f im p l ic i t v i r t u a l  

in te n t io n ,  t h e  a c t  is  d i r e c te d  t o  t h e  e n d  o f t h e  w ork  r a t h e r  

t h a n  to  a n  e n d  a c tu a l l y  in te n d e d  b y  t h e  a g e n t.

829. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E SIS .—  M a n ,  i n  a l l  h i s  h u m a n  a c t s ,  a c t s  f o k

A N  U L T I M A T E  E N D ,  A T  L E A S T  V I R 

T U A L L Y .

F irs t  p a r t . —  M a n , in  a ll h is  h u m a n  acts, acts fo r  an  u lt i 

m ate end.—  1 ° A n  a g e n t  w h ic h  a c ts  f o r  a n  e n d  a c ts  f o r  a n

(1) Jo a n n e s a . Sa nc t o  Th o ma, C u rsu s T heol., t .  V , p p . 1 0 9 -1 1 3  (V iv è s ) . 
— Bi l l u a r t , S u m m a  S a n c ti  T hom ae, t .  I I ,  p p . 1 6 2 -1 6 3  (P a lm é ) .
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u l t im a te  e n d . B u t  m a n , in  a ll  h is  h u m a n  a c ts , a c ts  f o r  a n  e n d . 

T h e re fo re  m a n , in  a l l  h is  h u m a n  a c ts ,  a c ts  fo r  a n  ul t im a te  e n d .

M a jo r .—  T h e  e n d  f o r  w h ic h  a n  a g e n t  a c ts  is e i th e r  a n  e n d 

d e s ire d  f o r  i t s  o w n  s a k e  a n d  in  v ie w  o f w h ic h  a l l  oth e r  e n d s  

a re  d e s i re d ; o r  i t  is  a n  e n d  w h ic h  is  s o u g h t  in  v iew  o f a n o th e r  

e n d , a n d , in  th is  c a se , is  s o u g h t  in  v ie w  o f th e  u lt im a te  e n d , 

fo r , j u s t  as  a n  in f in i te  se r ie s  o f  e s s e n t ia l l y  s u b or d in a te d  e f f ic ie n t 

c a u se s is  im p o ss ib le , so  to o  is  a n  in f in i te  se r ie s  o f e s s e n t ia l ly  

s u b o rd in a te d  e n d s  im p o s s ib le :  i n te r m e d ia te  e n d s  m o ve , i .e .,  

a t t r a c t ,  t h e  a p p e t i t e  a n d  e x e rc ise  t h e i r  c a u s a l i ty  o n ly  w h e n  

d e p e n d e n t u p o n  th e  u l t im a te  e n d  to  w h ic h  th e y  te n d .

T h e  m ino r is e v id e n t  f r o m  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  a l r e a d y  sa id .

2 °  A n  a g e n t  w h ic h  a c ts  e i th e r  f o r  a  p e r fe c t  g o o d  o r f o r  a n  

im p e r fe c t  g o o d  w h ic h  te n d s  t o  a  p e r f e c t  g o o d  a c ts  fo r  a n  u l t i 

m a te  e n d . B u t  m a n , in  a l l  h is  h u m a n  a c ts ,  a c ts  f o r  e i th e r  a  

p e r fe c t  g o o d  o r  f o r  a n  im p e r fe c t  g o o d  w h ic h  te n d s  to  a  p e r f e c t  

goo d . T h e re fo re  m a n , in  a l l  h is  h u m a n  a c ts ,  a c ts  f or  a n  u l t im a te  

e n d .

T h e  m ajo r is  s e l f - e v id e n t,  f o r  a n  u l t im a te  e n d  is  a  p e r fe c t  

good .

M in o r .—  S in c e  t h e  o b je c t  o f t h e  w ill is  g o o d , m a n , in  a ll  

h is  h u m a n  a c ts ,  a c ts  e i th e r  f o r  a  p e r f e c t  g o o d  o r  fo r  a n  im p e r fe c t  

g o o d . B u t  m a n  c a n n o t  a c t  f o r  a n  im p e r fe c t  g o o d  a s  su c h , 

fo r  to  d o  so  w o u ld  b e  to  a c t  fo r  e v i l ;  r a t h e r  h e  a cts  fo r  a n  im 

p e r f e c t  g o o d  w h ic h  te n d s  t o  a  p e r f e c t  g o o d , in  a s  mu c h  a s  h e  

s t r iv e s ,  in  so  f a r  a s  p o ss ib le , to  a t t a i n  th e  p e r fec t  g o o d  b y  m e a n s  

of a n  im p e r fe c t  g o o d . T h e re fo re .

S eco nd  p a r t .—  M a n , in  a ll h is  h um an  acts, acts at least 

v irtua lly  fo r  an u ltim a te  end.—  A n  a g e n t  w h ic h  re a l l y  a c ts  fo r  

a n  u l t im a te  e n d  a c ts  a t  l e a s t  v i r t u a l l y  fo r  th is  e nd , i .e .,  w i th  

a t  le a s t a  v i r t u a l  in te n t io n  o f a t t a i n i n g  th is  e n d . B u t  m a n , 

in  a ll  h is  h u m a n  a c ts ,  r e a l ly  a c ts  fo r  a n  u l t im a te  e n d . T h e re fo re  

m a n , in  a l l  h is  h u m a n  a c ts ,  a c ts  a t  le a s t  v i r t u a l l y fo r  a n  u l t im a te  

e n d .
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M a jo r .—  T o  t r u l y  a c t  fo r  a n  u l t im a te  e n d  is  to  b e  m o v e d  

b y  th is  u l t im a te  e n d .  B u t ,  in  th e  c a se  o f e i th e r  h ab i tu a l  i n t e n 

t i o n  o r  i n te r p r e ta t i v e  in te n t io n ,  t h e  e n d  d o e s  n o t  r e a l ly  m o v e , 

i .e .,  e x e rc ise s  n o  in f lu e n c e  o n  th e  a c t ;  in  th e  c a se  o f a c tu a l  in 

te n t io n ,  th e  e n d  re a l ly  d o e s  a c tu a l l y  m o v e , as  is ev id e n t ;  in  th e  

c a se  o f v i r t u a l  in te n t io n ,  th e  u l t im a te  e n d  t r u l y  mo v e s  e i th e r  

in  v i r t u e  o f a  p re v io u s  in te n t io n  w h ic h  h a s  n o t  b e en  re v o k e d ,  

o r  in  v i r t u e  o f t h e  e s s e n t ia l  c o n n e x io n  w h ic h  o b ta in s  b e tw e e n  

th e  in te r m e d ia te  e n d  a n d  t h e  u l t im a te  e n d , i .e .,  b etw e e n  th e  

im p e r f e c t  g o o d  a n d  th e  p e r fe c t  g o o d . T h e re fo re .

T h e  m ino r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  p ro o f  o f t h e  f i rs t  p a r t  of 

t h e  th e s is .

830. T here rea lly  is  an  u l t im a te  en d  o f h u m a n  l i fe .—
1° P re lim in a r ies.—  a) T h e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f  w h ic h  w e a re  

s p e a k in g  n o w  is th e  u l t im a te  e n d  in  th e  c o n c r e te ,  th a t  is  t o  

s a y , t h a t  o b je c t  w h ic h  is  c a p a b le  o f p e r fe c t ly  s a t is f y in g  a l l  

h u m a n  d e s ire s , a n d  w h ic h  e v e r y  m a n  c a n  a t t a i n ,  b) T h is  

a s s e r t io n  is m a d e  in  c o n d e m n a t io n  o f t h e  te a c h in g  of  c e r ta in  

p h i lo s o p h e rs , a s  K a n t ,  w h o  h o ld  t h a t  m a n ’s  u l t im a te e n d  

c o n s is ts  in  in d e f in i te , i .e .,  u n l im i te d ,  h u m a n  p ro gre ss ,  a n d  o f 

t h e  te a c h in g  o f o th e rs ,  a s  S c h le ie rm a c h e r , W u n d t ,  an d  c e r ta in  

e v o lu t io n is ts  o f o u r  d a y , w h o  te a c h  t h a t  i t  c o n s is ts  in  th e  c u l

t u r a l  p ro g re ss  o f th e  h u m a n  ra c e . I f  m a n ’s u l t im a te e n d  c o n 

s is ts  in  in d e f in i te  p ro g r e ss , i t  is  n o t  p o s s ib le  o f a t t a i n m e n t  b y  

in d iv id u a l  m e n .

2 °  P roo f.—  A n  e n d  w h ic h  is  n a tu r a l l y  d e s i re d  re a l ly  

e x is ts . B u t  m a n  n a tu r a l l y  d e s ire s  a n  u l t im a te  e n d . T h e r e 

fo re  m a n ’s u l t im a te  e n d  re a l l y  e x is ts , i .e ., th e r e  re a l ly  is  a n  

u l t im a te  e n d  o f h u m a n  life .

T h e  m ajo r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  p r in c ip le  o f f i n a l i ty ,  f o r  a  

n a tu r a l  d e s ire  f o r  w h a t  is  n o n - e x is te n t  w o u ld  b e  a bs u r d  a n d  

c o n t r a d ic to r y .

M in o r .—  M a n ,  in  a l l  h is  h u m a n  a c ts ,  n e c e s sa r i ly ^ a c ts ^ f o r 

a n  u l t im a te  e n d .
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831. T he u l t im a te  e n d  is  th e  sa m e for a ll m e n .—
T o  a n sw e r  th e  q u e s t io n  o f w h e th e r  th e  u l t im a te  e n d  is  th e  

sa m e  fo r  a ll  m e n , w e  m u s t  d is t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  th e  fo rm a l  

a sp e c t o f t h e  u l t im a te  e n d  a n d  i t s  m a te r ia l  a s p e c t , i .e .,  t h a t  

in  w h ic h  th e  fo rm a l a s p e c t is  r e a l iz e d .

T h e  u l t im a te  e n d ,  in  i t s  f o r m a l a s p e c t,  i .e .,  t h e  ac t  b y  

w h ic h  th e  u l t im a te  e n d  is  a t t a i n e d ,  is  th e  s a m e  fo r a l l  m e n , 

b e ca u se  a ll  m e n  d e s ire  t h a t  t h e i r  p e r f e c t io n  b e  c o mp le te ly  

a t ta in e d .

T h e  u l t im a te  e n d ,  in  i t s  m a te r ia l  a s p e c t ,  i .e . ,  t h e g o o d  in  

w h ic h  th e  fo rm a l a s p e c t  is  r e a l iz e d ,  is  th e  sa m e  for  a l l  m e n , 

n a m e ly , h a p p in e s s . N e v e r th e le s s ,  a l l  m e n  a r e  n o t  in a g re e 

m e n t a s  re g a rd s  th e  g o o d  w h ic h  r e a l ly  c o n s t i tu te s  th e i r  h a p 

p in ess : so m e  d e s ir e  r ic h e s  a s  t h e i r  h ig h e s t  g o o d , oth e r s  d e s i re  

b o d ily  p le a s u re , o th e rs  d e s i re  h o n o r ,  e tc .

832. N o m a n  can  a c t  fo r  m ore th a n  one u l t im a te  en d .
—  1° P re lim in a r ies.—  a ) W e  a r e  n o t  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  g o o d  in  

g e n e ra l, i .e ., w i th  g o o d  in  th e  a b s t r a c t ,  w h ic h , a s is  e v id e n t ,  

c a n n o t b e  m u lt ip le , b u t  w i th  th e  g o o d  w h ic h , in  t h e c o n c re te , 

is th e  u l t im a te  e n d .

b) W e  a re  n o t  d e a l in g  w i th  t h e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f t h e  w ork , 

w h ic h  is d e te r m in e d  b y  n a tu r e ,  b u t  w i th  th e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f 

th e  a g e n t.

c) T h e  u l t im a te  e n d  w ith  w h ic h  w e  a re  c o n c e rn e d  is  th e  

to ta l  u l t im a te  e n d , o r , if  y o u  w il l, t h e  f o r m a l c o ns t i t u e n t  o f t h e  

u l t im a te  e n d  in  t h e  c o n c re te , n o t  p a r t i a l  u l t im a te  e n d s , i .e . ,  

d i f f e re n t th in g s  in  w h ic h  t h e  f o r m a l  c o n s t i t u e n t  o f t h e  u l t im a te  

e n d  c a n  b e  fo u n d . T h e  p le a s u re -s e e k e r ,  fo r  e x a m p le , c a n  

see k  p le a s u re  in  m a n y  th in g s .  P le a s u r e  is  h is  t o t a l u l t im a te  

e n d , a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n t th in g s  in  w h ic h  h e  f in d s  p lea s u re  a re  h is  

p a r t ia l  u l t im a te  e n d s.

d) W h e n  w e  s a y  t h a t  n o  m a n  c a n  a c t  fo r  m o re  t h a n  o n e 

u l t im a te  e n d , w e  m e a n  t h a t  m a n  c a n n o t  a c t  f o r  m o re  t h a n  

o n e  u l t im a te  e n d  a t  o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  t im e .
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e) A n  u l t im a te  e n d  m a y  b e  d e s i re d  e i th e r  e f f ic a c io us ly  

a n d  a b s o lu te ly  ( s im p l ic i te r ) , o r  in e f f ic a c io u s ly  a nd  r e la t i v e ly  

( s e c u n d u m  q u id ) .

A n  u l t im a te  e n d  is  d e s i re d  e f f ic a c io u s ly  a n d  a b s o lute ly , 

i f  t h e  o n e  d e s i r in g  i t  t u r n s  c o m p le te ly  to  i t .

A n  u l t im a te  e n d  is d e s i re d  in e f f ic a c io u s ly  a n d  re lat iv e ly ,  

i f  t h e  o n e  d e s ir in g  i t  d o e s  n o t  t u r n  c o m p le te ly  to  i t ,  b u t  d ir e c ts  

so m e  d e te r m in a te  a c t  o f t h e  w ill a n d  o p e r a t io n  to  it ;  v .g .,  a  

p e rs o n  in  t h e  s ta t e  o f g ra c e  w h o  c o m m its  a  v e n ia l  sin  in e f f ic a 

c io u s ly  d e s ire s  a  c r e a te d  g o o d  a s  h is  u l t im a te  e n d , b e c a u s e  h e  

re m a in s  t u r n e d  to  G o d  in  v i r t u e  o f h is  h a b i t  o f c h ar i t y ;  s im i l 

a r ly ,  a  p e rs o n  in  t h e  s ta t e  o f m o r ta l  s in  w h o  p e r f orm s  a  g o o d  

a c t  in e f f ic a c io u s ly  d e s ire s  G o d  a s  h is  u l t im a te  e n d, b e c a u se , 

in  v i r t u e  o f h is  h a b i t  o f s in , h e  re m a in s  t u r n e d  t o c r e a te d  g o o d  

a s  h is  u l t im a te  e n d .

T h e re fo re  a n  u l t im a te  e n d  is  e f f ic a c io u s ly  i n te n d e d n o t  

in  a s  m u c h  a s  th e  e n d  m o v e s  th e  a g e n t  to  a c t ,  b u t  in  as  m u c h  

a s  i t  s u b je c ts  a ll  a c ts  a n d  h a b i ts  o f t h e  w ill to  its e l f  a n d  re m o v e s  

a n y  t h a t  a re  c o n t r a r y  to  i t ;  a n d  i t  is  in e f f ic a c io us ly  in te n d e d  

in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  fa i ls  to  s u b je c t  a ll  a c ts  a n d  h a b its  o f th e  w ill 

t o  i t s e l f  a n d  to  re m o v e  a n y  t h a t  a re  c o n t r a r y  to  i t.

2°  I n  the light o f the fo rego ing  rem arks, w e  m a y  n o w  se t 

f o r th  tw o  p ro p o s i t io n s  w h ic h  c o n ta in  th e  a n sw e r  to  t h e  q u e s t io n  

o f  w h e th e r  a  m a n  c a n  a c t  fo r  m o re  t h a n  o n e  u l t im a te e n d .

F irst  p r o p o s it io n . —  N o m an  can at one and  the sam e 

t im e act fo r  two total u ltim a te  ends w h ich  he efficaciously desires.—  

N o  m a n  c a n  a t  o n e  a n d  th e  sa m e  t im e  a c t  fo r  tw o  e n ds  w h ic h  

a re  w h o lly  in c o m p a t ib le  w i th  e a c h  o th e r .  B u t  tw o  tota l  

u l t im a te  e n d s  w h ic h  a re  e f f ic a c io u s ly  d e s i re d  a re  wh o l ly  in c o m 

p a t ib le  w i th  e a c h  o th e r . T h e re fo re  n o  m a n  c a n  a t  o ne  a n d  

t h e  sa m e  t im e  a c t  fo r  tw o  t o ta l  u l t im a te  e n d s  w h ic h h e  e ff ica 

c io u s ly  d e s ire s .

T h e  m ajo r is e v id e n t  f r o m  i ts  te rm s .

M in o r .—  A  t o ta l  u l t im a te  e n d  w h ic h  is e f f ic a c io u s ly  d e 

s ir e d  is a  g o o d  w h ic h  p e r f e c t ly  sa t is f ie s  a n d  d o m ina te s  th e  w il l,
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a n d  in  v ie w  o f w h ic h  a l l  o th e r  e n d s  a r e  d e s i re d ,  a nd  th e re fo re  

i t  d o es n o t  a d m i t  o f a n y  o th e r  u l t im a te  e n d .

Second  p r o p o s it io n .—  A  m a n  can actua lly  desire one 

u ltim a te end in  an inefficacious and  relative m anner and  at the 

sam e tim e rem a in  hab itua lly  tu rned  to another u ltima te  end.—  

A  m a n  c a n  a c tu a l l y  d e s ire  o n e  u l t im a te  e n d  in  a n  ine f f ic a c io u s  

a n d  r e la t iv e  m a n n e r  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  r e m a in  h a bi tu a l l y  

tu r n e d  to  a n o th e r  u l t im a te  e n d ,  if , d is re g a r d in g  the  g o o d  w h ic h  

h e  g e n e ra l ly  d e s ire s  in  a n  e ff ic ac io u s  a n d  a b s o lu te m a n n e r  

as h is  u l t im a te  e n d , h e  c a n , in  a  l a s t  p r a c t i c a l  jud g m e n t ,  ju d g e  

t h a t  s o m e th in g  e lse  is  a  g o o d  fo r  h im . B u t  a  m a n , dis re g a rd in g  

th e  g o o d  w h ic h  h e  h a b i tu a l l y  d e s ire s  in  a n  e f f ic a c io u s  a n d  

a b so lu te  m a n n e r , c a n , in  a  l a s t  p r a c t i c a l  ju d g m e n t , ju d g e  t h a t  

so m e th in g  e lse  is  a  g o o d  fo r  h im . T h e re fo re  a  m a n  ca n  a c tu a l l y  

d e s ire  o n e  u l t im a te  e n d  in  a n  in e f f ic a c io u s  a n d  r e la t iv e  m a n n e r  

a n d  a t  t h e  sa m e  t im e  r e m a in  h a b i tu a l l y  t u r n e d  to  a no th e r  

u l t im a te  e n d  in  a n  e f f ic a c io u s  a n d  a b s o lu te  m a n n e r .

M a jo r .—  T h e  a p p e t i t e  is d e p e n d e n t  o n  k n o w le d g e .

T h e  m ino r is  p ro v e d  f r o m  th e  im p e r f e c t io n  o f th e  h u m a n  

in te l le c t . I n  th e  p ro c e ss  o f  re a so n in g ,  t h e  h u m a n  in te l le c t  

a c q u ire s  k n o w le d g e  o f p r in c ip le s  in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f kn o w le d g e  o f 

c o n c lu s io n s , a n d  k n o w le d g e  o f e n d s  in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f k n o w le d g e  

o f m e a n s . H e n c e  i t  c a n  a c tu a l l y  p ro p o s e  s o m e th in g  as  m a n ’s 

goo d , i.e .,  c a n , in  a  l a s t  p r a c t i c a l  j u d g m e n t ,  ju d ge  s o m e th in g  

as a  g o o d , c o m p le te ly  d is re g a r d in g ,  b e c a u s e  o f th e  la c k  o f 

se q u e n c e , w h a t  i t  h a b i tu a l l y  ju d g e s  to  b e  th e  a b s o lu te  g o o d , 

in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  d o e s  n o t  r e d u c e  i t s  l a s t  p ra c t i c a l ju d g m e n t  

to  th e  u l t im a te  e n d  w h ic h , t h o u g h  o n ly  h a b i tu a l l y  in te n d e d ,  

is d e s ire d  in  a n  a b s o lu te  a n d  e ff ic a c io u s  m a n n e r .

N o t e .— T h e  t r u e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f  a  m a n  in  th e  s ta t e  of 

g ra c e  w h o  c o m m its  v e n ia l  s in  is  G o d , t o  W h o m  h e  r e ma in s  

h a b i tu a l ly  tu r n e d .  G o d , in  th is  c a s e , e x e rc ise s  a  re a l  in f lu e n c e , 

th o u g h  o n ly  in  a  n e g a t iv e  m a n n e r ,  o n  th e  a c t  o f t h e s in n e r , 

b e ca u se  t h e  s in n e r  is  i n o r d in a te ly  a t t a c h e d  to  t h e  c r e a tu r e  

o n ly  o n  c o n d i t io n  t h a t  h e  is  n o t  t u r n e d  a w a y  f r o m  his  t r u e  

u l t im a te  e n d . I t  is  a s  t h e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f t h e  a g e nt ,  n o t  a s
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t h e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f t h e  w o rk , t h a t  G o d  e x e rc ise s  thi s  in f lu e n c e :  

t h e  s in n e r  w o u ld  n o t  c o m m it  v e n ia l  s in , i f  h e  k n e w  t h a t  i t  

w o u ld  t u r n  h im  a w a y  f r o m  G o d , h is  t r u e  u l t im a te  e n d.

833. D i f f i c u l t ie s . —  1 ° A  m an  w ho  d o es  n o t  d ire c t a ll h is  a c ts  t o  G od 
a s to  h is  u l t im a te  en d  d o es n o t  a c t  fo r  h is  u l t im a te  en d . B u t  m en  d o  n o t 
d ir e c t  a ll th e ir  a c ts  to  G o d  a s to  th e ir  u l t im a te  en d . T h er e fo re  m en  d o  n o t 
a c t  fo r  t h e ir  u l t im a te  en d .

M a jo r .—  D o e s  n o t  a c t  fo r  h is  rea l u l t im a te  en d , I  concede; d o es n o t 
a c t  fo r  a n  en d  w h ich  h e  fa ls e ly  p rop o ses to  h im se lf a s h is  u l t im a te  en d , I  d en y .

I  co n ce d e  th e  m in o r , a n d  d is t in g u ish  in  th e  c o n se q uen t.

2 °  B u t  m a n  so m e t im e s  d o es  n o t  a c t  fo r  a n  u l t im a te  en d .

P ro o f .—  A  m a n  w ho  d es ires a n  im p e r fe c t  g o o d  d o es  n o t  a c t  fo r  a n  
u l t im a te  en d . B u t  m en  so m e t im e s d es ire  a n  im p e r fe c t g o o d . T h ere fo re 
m en  so m e t im e s  d o  n o t  a c t  fo r  a n  u l t im a te  en d .

M a jo r .—  A  m a n  w ho  d esires a n  im p e r fe c t  g o o d  a s n o t  te n d ing , i .e .,  as 
n o t  d ire c te d , t o  a  p e r fe c t  g o o d , I  co ncede; a n  im p e r fe c t  g o o d  a s te n d in g  to 
a  p e r fec t g o o d , I  d en y .

M in o r . —  A  m a n  d es ires a n  im p e r fec t good  w h ich  is n o t  d irec te d  t o  a 
p er fe c t g o o d , 1  d en y ; w h ich  is d ire c te d  to  a  p e r fe c t  g o o d , I  concede.

M a n  c a n n o t  d es ire  a n  im p e r fec t  g o o d  a s su ch , b e c a u se  to  d o  so  w o u ld  b e 
to  d es ir e  e v i l,  w h ich , o f  co u rse , is  im p o s s ib le .

3 °  A  m a n  w ho  d o es  n o t  k n o w  th e  u l t im a te  en d  d o es n ot  a c t  fo r  th e  
u lt im a te  en d . B u t  o f te n  m en  d o  n o t  k n o w  th e  u l t im a te  en d ;  v .g .,  w h e n  a 
m a n  d o e s n o t  a c tu a l ly  th in k  o f  th e  u lt im a te  en d . T her e fo re  o f te n  m en  do 
n o t  a c t  fo r  t h e  u l t im a te  en d .

M a jo r .—  A  m a n  w ho  h a s n o  k n o w le d g e  w h a tso e v e r  o f th e  u lt im a te  en d , 
I  concede; w ho  h a s n o  e x p lic it  a n d  d is t in c t  k n o w le d g e , b u t  h as im p l ic i t  a n d  
co n fu se d  k n o w le d g e , I  d en y .

M in o r . —: O ften  m en  h a v e  n o  k n o w le d g e  w h a tso e v e r  o f  th e  u lt im a te  
en d , I  d en y ; o f te n  h a v e  n o  e x p lic it  a n d  d is t in c t  k n o w le d g e , b u t o n ly  im p l ic i t  
a n d  co n fu se d  k n o w le d g e , I  concede.

4 °  B u t  a m a n  w ho d o es n o t  a c tu a lly  th in k  o f  th e  u l tim a te  en d  d o es n o t 
a c t  fo r  th e  u l t im a te  en d . T h er e fo re  th e  d if f ic u lty  re m a in s.

P ro o f .—  A n  a g e n t  o n  w h o se  a c t io n  t h e  u l t im a te  en d  ex erc ise s n o  in 
f lu en ce  d o es n o t  a c t  fo r  th e  u lt im a te  en d . B u t  th e  u l t im a te  en d  ex erc ise s 
n o in f lu e n ce  o n  th e  a c t io n  o f  a  m an  w ho  d o es n o t  a ctu a l ly  th in k  o f  th e  u lt im a te  
en d . T h er e fo re .

M a jo r .—  O n w h o se  a c t io n  th e  u lt im a te  e n d  ex erc ise s n o  in flu e n ce  w h a t 
so e v er , I  concede; o n  w h o se  a c t io n  i t  ex e rc ises n o  a c tu a l in f lu e n c e , b u t  d o es 
ex erc ise  a  v ir tu a l in f lu en ce , I  d en y .

M in o r . —  T h e  u l t im a te  en d  ex erc ises n o  in f lu e n c e  w h a tso e v er , I  d en y ; 
d oes n o t  ex e rc ise  a n  a c tu a l in f lu e n c e , b u t  d o es ex er c ise  a  v ir tu a l in f lu e n c e , 
I  concede.
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H A P P IN E S S

P ro lo gu e .—  A ll m e n , t h e  i l l i t e r a te  a s  w e ll a s  th e  w ise , 

a d m i t  t h a t  t h e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f h u m a n  a c ts ,  i .e .,  t he  h ig h e s t 

h u m a n  g o o d , is  h a p p in e s s . M o re o v e r ,  a l l  a g re e  t h a t  h a p p in e s s  

c o n s is ts  in  g o o d  a c ts  a n d  a  g o o d  l i fe  —  bene vivere et bene operari 

idem  esse quod esse fe lic em (L).

H a p p in e s s  is  o f tw o  k in d s :  f i r s t ,  h a p p in e s s  w h ic h  is  p ro 

p o r t io n a te  to  h u m a n  n a tu r e ,  b e c a u s e  n a t u r a l  p o w e rs  a r e  su ff i

c ie n t fo r  i t s  a t t a i n m e n t ;  se c o n d ly , h a p p in e s s  w h o se a t t a i n m e n t  

is b e y o n d  m a n ’s  n a t u r a l  p o w e rs  a n d  w h ic h  is  p ro m ised  t o  m a n  

so le ly  as  a  g i f t  o f G o d .

I t  is w i th  th e  s tu d y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  k in d  o f h a p p in e s s,  c a l le d  

th e  n a tu r a l  a n d  im p e r fe c t  h a p p in e s s  o f  t h is  l i fe , th a t  th e  p h i lo s 

o p h e r  is  c o n c e rn e d . T h e  s tu d y  o f t h e  se c o n d  k in d  o f h a p 

p in e ss , n a m e ly , s u p e r n a tu r a l  a n d  p e r fe c t  b e a t i t u d e , is  th e  

c o n c e rn  o f t h e  th e o lo g ia n .

F i r s t ,  w e  sh a l l  d is c u ss  n a t u r a l  h a p p in e s s ;  s e c o n d ly, w e 

sh a ll d e a l  w i th  s u p e r n a tu r a l  b e a t i t u d e ,  e v e n  th o u g h t h e  s tu d y  

of i t  d o e s  n o t  p ro p e r ly  b e lo n g  to  th e  p h i lo so p h e r .

H e n c e  th e r e  w ill b e  tw o  a r t i c le s  in  th is  c h a p te r .

N a tu ra l h a p p in ess

S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e st io n 
O p in io n s o f  a d v er sa r ie s
T h es is :  N a tu r a l  h a p p in ess c o n s is ts  in  v ir tu o u s 

o p e r a t io n  p rop er to  m a n  in  a 
p e r fe c t  l i fe  

D e l ig h t  is fo u n d  in  h a p p in ess 
S p e c u la t iv e  h a p p in e ss, a c t iv e  h a p p in ess 
G o o d s o f  th e  b o d y  a n d  th e  s o c ie t y  o f f r ien d s 

are q u a s i- in s t ru m e n ta l re q u is i tes  o f  n a tu ra l 
h a p p in e ss 

N a tu r a l  h a p p in ess an d  d iv in e  g oo d 
G o d ’s g lo r y  1

jL%_

(1 ) I n  E th ic .,  1. I , 1. 4 , n . 4 5  (P i r o t ta ) .
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P e r fe c t  b e a t i tu d e  .

O b je c t iv e  b e a t i tu d e
C o ro lla ry
D if f ic u l t ies
F o rm a l b e a t i tu d e
C o ro lla ry
D if f icu lt ie s



A R T I C L E  I

N A T U R A L  H A P P I N E S S

834. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° T h ere  is n o  o n e 

w ho d en ies th a t  h a p p in ess is  th e  u l t im a te  en d  o f a ll h u m a n  

acts.

T h e  u l t im a te  e n d ,  i .e ., h a p p in e s s ,  is  c h a r a c te r iz e d b y  tw o  

c o n d i t io n s : i t  m u s t  b e  a ) a  p e r fe c t  g o o d ; b) a  se l f -su f f ic ie n t 

goo d , i .e .,  a  g o o d  su f f ic ie n t o f i ts e l f  to  c o m p le tely  s a t i s f y  a ll  

h u m a n  d e s ires .

2 °  H a p p in e s s  m u s t  b e  a  p e r fe c t  g o o d  b e c a u s e  i t  is  th e  

u l t im a te  te r m  o f m a n ’s n a tu r a l  d e s ire s . T h e  u l t im a te  e n d  

of m a n ’s n a tu r a l  d e s ire s  is  n o t  c h o se n  o r  s o u g h t f or  t h e  s a k e  

of a n o th e r ,  b u t  f o r  i t s  o w n  sa k e .  T h e re fo re  i t  m u s t b e  a  g o o d  

w h ic h  p e r fe c t ly  sa t is f ie s  m a n ’s n a t u r a l  d e s ire s , i.e .,  i t  m u s t  b e  

a  p e r fe c t  h u m a n  g o o d .

3 °  S in c e  h a p p in e s s  is th e  u l t im a te  te r m  o f m a n ’s n atu r a l  

d e s ires , i t  m u s t  b e  a n  in te g r a l  g o o d , b e c a u s e  n a t u re  is  n e v e r  

d e f ic ien t in  n e c e ss i t ie s . T h e re fo re  h a p p in e s s  is  sel f -su f f ic ie n t:  

fo r  a  se l f -su f f ic ie n t g o o d  m u s t  b e  a n  in te g r a l  g o o d, a  g o o d  t h a t  

a d m its  o f n o  d e f ic ien cy , a  p e r f e c t  g o o d .

4 °  N a t u r a l  h a p p in e s s  is  a  p e r f e c t  a n d  se l f -su f f ic ien t g o o d , 

b u t  n o t  in  t h e  se n se  t h a t  i t  is a n  in f i n i te  g o o d , i.e ., a  g o o d  w h o se  

g o o d n ess  c a n n o t  b e  in c re a s e d  b y  t h e  a d d i t io n  o f  a n oth e r  

g ood . N a t u r a l  h a p p in e s s  is  h u m a n  h a p p in e s s . B u t  h u ma n  

h a p p in e ss  d o e s  n o t  e m b ra c e  e v e r y  g o o d  p o ss ib le  t o  ma n , b u t  

c o m p rises  o n ly  th o s e  g o o d s  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  h im . H e n c e h a p 

p in e ss  is  sa id  to  b e  se l f -su f f ic ie n t n o t  b e c a u s e  i t is  a n  in f in i te  

g o o d , a s , f o r  e x a m p le , G o d , b u t  b e c a u s e  i t  is  su f f ic ie n t to  

sa t is fy  a ll  m a n ’s n e ce ss i t ie s .

S u c h  h a p p in e s s  sa t is f ie s  m a n ’s  n a tu r a l  d e s ire s , b e ca u s e

U rA

JJoU.
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h u m a n  d e s ire s  w h ic h  a re  ru le d  b y  re a so n  a r e  n o t  c o nc e rn e d  

w i th  g o o d s  w h ic h , though possible, a r e  n o t  n e c e s sa ry .

5 °  M a n  o f  h is  v e ry  n a t u r e  is  a  c iv i l  o r  so c ia l  a n ima l. 

T h e re fo re  th e  self-su ffic ien t good w h ic h  c o n s t i tu te s  h is  h a p p in e s s  

is n o t  a  g o o d  w h ic h  is su f f ic ie n t so le ly  f o r  o n e  m an  l iv in g  a  

s o l i ta r y  l i fe , b u t  r a t h e r  a  g o o d  su f f ic ie n t f o r  h imse lf ,  h is  p a r e n ts ,  

h is  c h i ld re n , h is  w ife , h is  f r ie n d s ,  a n d  h is  fe l lo wm e n . M a n ,  a s  

a  so c ia l  a n im a l,  c a n  a t t a i n  t h e  c o m p le te  s a t i s f a c t io n  o f h is  

d e s ire s  n o t  in  p r o v id in g  fo r  h im s e lf  a lo n e , b u t  in  b e in g  a b le  

t o  p ro v id e  a lso  fo r  o th e rs .

te- -- -- -  —
6 °  T h e r e  a r e  tw o  re a so n s  w h y  h a p p in e s s  is  a  c o m m o n  

g o o d .

a) M a n  c a n  a t t a i n  h a p p in e s s  o n ly  b y  c o m m o n  m e a n s  a n d  

a s  a  m e m b e r  o f so c ie ty . F o r ,  t o  a t t a i n  h a p p in e s s ,  a m a n  n e e d s  

th e  h e lp  o f  o th e r s :  h e  n e e d s  o th e rs  w h o  w ill a c t  in th e  c a p a c i ty  

o f s e r v a n ts ,  c o u n se l lo rs , a n d  te a c h e rs .

b) M a n  n a tu r a l l y  d e s ire s  h a p p in e s s  n o t  o n ly  f o r  h im se lf ,  

b u t  a lso  f o r  o th e rs ,  i .e .,  f o r  th o s e  c o m m i t te d  t o  his  c a re  a n d  

fo r  h is  fe llo w m e n .

7 °  H a p p in e s s ,  a s  d e f in e d  b y  A r is to t le , is  the v ir tuous oper

a tion  proper to m an  in  a perfect l ife .

a) O peration, i .e .,  se c o n d  a c t  o f t h e  o p e r a t i v e  fa c u l t ie s .

b) V ir tu ou s  operation: a c t  w h o se  p r in c ip le  is  e i th e r  a n  

in te l le c tu a l  v i r t u e ,  a s  w isd o m , o r  a  m o ra l  v i r t u e ,  as  ju s t i c e ,  

te m p e ra n c e ,  e tc .

c) O peration proper to m an , t h a t  is to  s a y , e i th e r  th e  o p e r 

a t i o n  o f  re a s o n , a s  th e  a c t  o f  re a s o n in g  a n d  in te l le c t io n ,  o r  

o p e r a t io n  g o v e rn e d  b y  re a s o n , a s  t h e  a c t  o f  w il l in g w h a t  is  ju s t .

d) I n  a perfect l ife , i .e . ,  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  w h o le  o f m a n ’s 

l i fe , in  so  f a r  a s  th is  is p o ss ib le  in  m a n ’s p r e s e nt  s ta t e  o f  life . 

I n  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  v i r tu o u s  o p e r a t io n  p r o p e r  t o  m an  w h ic h  

c o n s t i t u te s  m a n ’s n a tu r a l  h a p p in e s s  is  c h a r a c te r iz ed  b y  th e  

m o s t  p e r fe c t  c o n t in u i t y  p o ss ib le  in  th is  life .
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835. O p in ion s o f  ad v ersa r ies .—  T h e  o p in io n s  o f p h i lo s 

o p h e rs  o n  h a p p in e s s  a re  a lm o s t  in n u m e r a b le ,  a n d  so me  o f 

th e m  a re  w h o l ly  a b s u r d .  H e n c e  i t  w il l b e  su f f ic ie n t fo r  u s  to  

e x a m in e  o n ly  th e  p r in c ip a l  o p in io n s  o n  t h e  s u b je c t .

1° S o m e  h o ld  t h a t  h a p p in e s s  is f o u n d  in  r ic h e s , b e ca u s e  

th e re  a re  n o  te m p o r a l  g o o d s  w h ic h  c a n n o t  b e  o b ta i n ed  b y  

r ich es.

T h is  o p in io n  is fa lse , o f c o u rse ,  b e c a u se  r ic h e s  a re  o n ly  a  

m e an s  to  a n  e n d , a n d  th e r e f o r e  n o t  m a n ’s u l t im a te  en d , i .e .,  

h a p p in e ss  (x).

2 °  O th e rs  h o ld  t h a t  h a p p in e s s  c o n s is ts  in  p le a s u re , i .e ., 

in  th e  d e l ig h t o f  th e  sen ses . T h is  o p in io n  is  s u p p or te d  n o t  

o n ly  b y  u n e n l ig h te n e d  v o lu p tu a r ie s ,  b u t  e v e n  b y  so me  m e n  

e m in e n t  f o r  th e i r  s u p e r io r  k n o w le d g e  a n d  i n te g r i t y  o f  life . 

T h e  E p ic u re a n s , in d e e d , w h o  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  p le a s u re  is  th e  

h ig h e s t g o o d , c a r e fu l ly  c u l t i v a te d  v i r tu e s  w h ic h  w ou ld  se rv e  

th e i r  p le a s u re ; o r , in  o th e r  w o rd s , th e y  c u l t i v a te d v i r tu e s  so  

t h a t  th e i r  v ic e s  w o u ld  n o t  b e  o b s ta c le s  to  th e i r  p le a s u re  (1 2).

H a p p in e s s  c a n n o t  c o n s is t  in  p le a s u re , f o r  h a p p in e s s is  a  

g o o d  p ro p e r  t o  m a n , w h e re a s  p le a s u re ,  i .e .,  d e l ig h t o f t h e  

sen ses, is c o m m o n  to  m a n  a n d  i r r a t i o n a l  a n im a ls .

3 °  O th e rs  t e a c h  t h a t  h a p p in e s s  c o n s is ts  in  p o w e r . Bu t  

th is  is  im p o ss ib le  f o r  tw o  r e a s o n s :

a ) p o w e r  is  a  p r in c ip le ,  w h e re a s  h a p p in e s s  is  a n  u lt im a te

e n d ;

b) p o w e r  h a s  r e la t io n  t o  g o o d  a n d  e v i l,  i .e .,  m a y  ser v e  

as a  m e a n s  to  g o o d  a n d  e v i l,  w h e re a s  h a p p in e s s  is  ma n ’s  p ro p e r  

a n d  p e r f e c t  g o o d  (3).

4 °  C e r ta in  o th e r s  m a in ta in  t h a t  h a p p in e s s  c o n s is ts  e i th e r  

in  e a r th l y  fa m e  o r  g lo r y , o r  in  h o n o r .

(1) I n  E th ic .,  1. I ,  1. 5 , n .  7 0 .
(2 ) Ib id e m , n . 5 7 .
(3 ) I - I I ,  q . 2 , a . 4 , c.
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F a m e , i .e .,  g lo ry , c o n s is ts  in  a  p e r s o n ’s b e in g  g r ea t ly  

re n o w n e d  a n d  p ra is e d  b e c a u s e  o f so m e  p e r fe c t io n  w h ic h  h e  

p o ssesses.

H o n o r  is a  s ig n  o r  a t t e s ta t i o n  g iv e n  to  a  p e rs o n  o n a c c o u n t  

o f so m e  e x ce lle n ce  in  h im .

F a m e  a n d  h o n o r  c a n n o t  c o n s t i t u te  h a p p in e s s ,  b e c a u s e 

h a p p in e s s  is  m a n ’s p e r fe c t  g o o d , i .e .,  t h e  g o o d  w h ic h  c o n s t i 

t u te s  m a n  a s  p e r f e c t ,  w h e re a s  fa m e  a n d  h o n o r  p re s u pp o s e  a  

m a n ’s e x ce lle n c e  o r  p e r fe c t io n .

5 °  T h e  P e s s im is ts , a s  S c h o p e n h a u e r  a n d  E d w a r d  v o n  

H a r tm a n n ,  te a c h  t h a t  h a p p in e s s  c o n s is ts  in  r a n s o m  fr o m  th e  

m ise r ie s  o f  l i fe  b y  t h e  su p p re ss io n  o f e x is te n c e .

T h e  su p p re ss io n  o f  e x is te n c e  c a n n o t  b e  a  c o n d i t io n  o f 

h a p p in e s s ,  f o r  h a p p in e s s  is  th e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f  m a n’s n a tu r a l  

d e s ire s , w h e re a s  th e  su p p re ss io n  o f e x is te n c e  is  d ir e c t ly  o p p o s e d  

to  m a n ’s  n a tu r a l  d e s ires .

836. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E S IS .—  N a t u r a l  h a p p i n e s s  c o n s i s t s  i n  v i r 

t u o u s  O P E R A T I O N  P R O P E R  T O  M A N  I N  

A  P E R F E C T  L I F E .

F irst  p a r t . —  N a tu ra l ha pp iness consists in  operation 

proper to m a n .—  M a n ’s f in a l g o o d  is  h is  p r o p e r  o p e ra t io n .  

B u t  n a tu r a l  h a p p in e s s  is  m a n ’s  f in a l g o o d . T h e re fo re  n a tu r a l  

h a p p in e s s  c o n s is ts  in  o p e ra t io n  p r o p e r  to  m a n .

M a jo r .—  T h e  f in a l  g o o d  o f  a  t h i n g  w h ic h  h a s  o p e ra t io n  

p r o p e r  t o  i t  is  t h is  o p e r a t io n :  fo r  a  f in a l  g o o d  is a n  u l t im a te  

p e r f e c t io n ,  a n d  th e  u l t im a te  p e r fe c t io n  o f a  t h in g  is i t s  p ro p e r  

o p e ra t io n ,  b e c a u s e  fo rm  is  f i r s t  p e r fe c t io n ,  a n d  o pe r a t io n  is 

se c o n d  p e r f e c t io n . B u t  m a n  h a s  p r o p e r  o p e r a t io n ,  w hic h  is 

t h e  o p e r a t io n  o f  re a s o n , o r  o p e r a t io n  a c c o rd in g  t o  re a s o n :  

m a n  is a  ra tiona l an im a l. T h e re fo re  m a n ’s f in a l g o o d  is h is  

p r o p e r  o p e ra t io n .
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M in o r .—  H a p p in e s s  is th e  u l t im a te  t e r m  o f  m a n ’s n a t u r a l  

d e s ires , a n d  th e r e f o r e  is  m a n ’s f in a l  g o o d , i .e .,  his  u l t im a te  

p e r fe c t io n .

S econ d  p a r t .—  N a tu ra l ha pp in ess  consists in  v ir tuous 

operation proper to m a n .—  O p e r a t io n  p r o p e r  to  m a n  w h ic h  

is g o o d  a n d  m o s t p e r f e c t  is  v i r t u o u s  o p e ra t io n .  B u t n a t u r a l  

h a p p in e ss  c o n s is ts  in  o p e r a t io n  p r o p e r  to  m a n  w h ic h is  g o o d  

a n d  m o s t p e r f e c t .  T h e re fo re  m a n ’s n a t u r a l  h a p p in e s s c o n s is ts  

in  v i r tu o u s  o p e ra t io n .

M a jo r .—  G o o d  a n d  m o s t p e r f e c t  o p e r a t io n  o f a n y  a g e n t  

is v i r tu o u s  o p e r a t io n ;  v .g ., a  h o rs e ’s v i r t u e  c o n s is ts  in  h is  b e in g  

a  g o o d  ru n n e r .  H e n c e  o p e ra t io n  p r o p e r  to  m a n  w h ic h  is  

g ood  a n d  m o s t  p e r fe c t  is v i r t u o u s  o p e ra t io n .

M in o r .—  H a p p in e s s  is  m a n ’s u l t im a te  p e r fe c t io n . T h e r e 

fo re  i t  d o e s  n o t  c o n s is t  in  a n y  k in d  o f o p e r a t io n  pro p e r  to  m a n , 

b u t  in  o p e ra t io n  p ro p e r  to  m a n  w h ic h  is g o o d  a n d  m os t p e r f e c t .

T h ird  p a r t . —  M a n ’s na tu ra l hap p in ess  is  rea lized in  a 

perfect l i fe .—  N a tu r a l  h a p p in e s s  is re a l i z e d  in  a  p e r fe c t  life , 

in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  n e c e s s a r i ly  h a s  t h e  m o s t  p e r fe c t  co n t in u i ty  

a n d  p e rm a n e n c e  p o s s ib le  in  th is  l i fe . B u t  m a n ’s n a tu r a l  h a p 

p in e ss  n e c e s sa r i ly  h a s  t h e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  c o n t in u i t y  a n d  p e r 

m a n e n c e  p o ss ib le  in  th is  l i fe . T h e re fo re  m a n ’s n a t ur a l  h a p 

p in ess  is  re a l i z e d  in  a  p e r f e c t  l i fe .

T h e  m ajor is e v id e n t :  h a p p in e s s  is r e a l i z e d  in  a  p e r fe c t  

life , in  a s  m u c h  as i t  is  e n jo y e d  a s  m u c h  as  th is  is p o ss ib le  in  

th e  p r e s e n t  l i fe , t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w h o le  o f a  m a n ’s life .

M in o r .—  I t  is  a s  t h e  u l t im a te  p e r fe c t io n  o f m a n ’s  n a t u r a l 

d es ires  t h a t  h a p p in e s s  is  t h e i r  u l t im a te  te r m .  B u t  m a n  n a t u 

ra l ly  d e s ire s  h is  u l t im a te  p e r f e c t io n  a s  c o n t in u o u s a n d  p e r m a 

n e n t : fo r , s in c e  m a n ’s a p p e t i t e  fo l lo w s  h is  in te l le c t ,  t h e  sc o p e  o f 

h u m a n  d e s ire s  is  p r o p o r t i o n a te  to  m a n ’s in te l le c t ive  k n o w le d g e , 

a c c o rd in g  to  w h ic h  m a n  a p p r e h e n d s  e x is te n c e  a n d  h a pp y  l i fe  

n o t  as  b e in g  re a l iz e d  in  t h e  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t  o n ly , bu t  c o n c e iv e s  

i t  in  a n  a b s o lu te  a n d  s im p le  m a n n e r ,  i .e .,  a s  h a v ing  t h e  m o s t
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p e r fe c t  c o n t in u i t y  a n d  p e rm a n e n c e  p o s s ib le  in  th is  l i fe . T h e r e 

fo re  n a t u r a l  h a p p in e s s  n e c e ssa r i ly  h a s  t h e  m o s t  p e rf e c t  c o n 

t i n u i t y  a n d  p e rm a n e n c e  p o ss ib le  in  th i s  life .

8 3 7 . D e lig h t  is  fo u n d  in  h a p p in e ss .—  1° D e l ig h t  is

th e  p e rc e iv e d  c o m p la c e n c y  o f  t h e  a p p e t i t i v e  p o w e r  in  a  g o o d  

p ro p e r  to  i t  (*), o r  t h e  re p o se  o f t h e  a p p e t i t e ,  ten d in g  to  a n  

e n d ,  o n  a c c o u n t  o f t h e  p re se n c e  o f t h e  e n d  (2).

S in c e  d e l ig h t is  a  p e rc e iv e d  re p o s e  o r  c o m p la c e n c y , i t  

c a n n o t  e x is t  in  b e in g s  w h ic h  h a v e  n o  k n o w le d g e .

2 °  D e l ig h t  is f o u n d  in  b o th  th e  s e n s i t iv e  a n d  in te lle c t iv e  

a p p e t i te .

3 ° C e r ta in  p h i lo s o p h e rs , a s  th e  E p ic u r e a n s ,  h e ld  th a t  p le a 

s u re , i .e .,  t h e  d e l ig h t o f th e  sen se s, w a s  r e q u i r e d fo r  h a p p in e s s ,  

a n d  th e y  t r i e d  to  l iv e  v i r tu o u s ly  w i th  a  v ie w  to  t he  d e l ig h t  

o f  t h e  sen se s.

I n  r e a l i t y ,  d e l ig h t is f o u n d  in  a  v i r tu o u s  l i fe , t he  k in d  o f 

l i fe  in  w h ic h  h a p p in e s s  c o n s is ts . M o re o v e r ,  t h e  d e lig h t  f o u n d  

in  v i r t u o u s  o p e ra t io n ,  i .e ., in  t h e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  a c ts  o f v i r t u e ,  

is su p e r io r  to  a l l  o th e r  k in d s  o f d e l ig h t.

4 °  W e  m a y  n o w  s e t  f o r th  t h e  t r u e  te a c h in g  o n  th is  ma t te r  

in  tw o  p ro p o s i t io n s .

a) H a p p in e ss , w h ich  consists  in  the perfo rm ance o f v ir tuous 

acts, has delight in  itse lf .—  D e l ig h t  is  t h e  c o m p la c e n c y  o f t h e  

a p p e t i t e  o n  a c c o u n t  o f t h e  p re s e n c e  o f  a  g o o d  lo v e d b y  i t ,  i .e ., 

to  w h ic h  i t  is in c l in e d . B u t  a  h a p p y  m a n , w h o  is  a  v i r tu o u s  

m a n , lo v e s  v i r tu o u s  o p e r a t io n ,  b e c a u s e  h e  is  in c l ine d  to  i t .  

T h e re fo re  a  h a p p y  m a n  f in d s  d e l ig h t  in  v i r t u o u s  o p er a t io n ;  

o r , in  o th e r  w o rd s , h a p p in e s s ,  w h ic h  c o n s is ts  in  the  p e r f o r m 

a n c e  o f v i r t u o u s  a c t ,  h a s  d e l ig h t in  i t s e l f  (3).

b) D e ligh t fo u n d  in  the perform ance o f v ir tuous acts is  sup e 

r ior to a ll other h inds  o f deligh t.—  D e l ig h t  w h ic h  is  in  c o n fo rm i ty  

w i th  n a tu r e  is s u p e r io r  to  a l l  o th e r  k in d s  o f  d e l igh t.  B u t

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 11 , a . 1, a d  3 .
(2 )  I - I I ,  q . 3 1 , a . 1, a d  2 .
(3 ) I n  E th ic .,  1. I ,  1. 13 , n . 15 5 .
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d e l ig h t f o u n d  in  th e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f v i r t u o u s  a c ts  is  in  c o n fo rm 

i t y  w i th  n a tu r e .  T h e re fo re  d e l ig h t  f o u n d  in  th e  p e rfo rm a n c e  

of v i r tu o u s  a c ts  is s u p e r io r  to  a l l  o th e r  k in d s  o f  d e l ig h t.

M a jo r .—  D e l ig h t  w h ic h  is  in  c o n fo rm i ty  w i th  n a t u r e  is 

c o m m o n  to  a l l  m e n , w h e re a s  o th e r  k in d s  o f  d e l ig h t ar e  e n jo y e d  

o n ly  b y  c e r ta in  m e n  w h o se  d e s i re s  a r e  d e p ra v e d ,  i .e.,  n o t  in  

c o n fo rm ity  w i th  m a n ’s n a tu r e .

M in o r .—  D e l ig h t  f o u n d  i n  th e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f a c ts  o f 

v i r tu e  is t h e  k in d  o f d e l ig h t  w h ic h  is  in  m o s t p e r fe c t  c o n fo rm i ty  

w i th  th e  n a tu r e  o f m a n  a s  e n d o w e d  w i th  re a so n . B u t  re a so n  

is a  p e r f e c t io n  o f h u m a n  n a t u r e :  m a n  is  a  r a t i o n a l  a n im a l . 

T h e re fo re  d e l ig h t f o u n d  in  t h e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  a c ts  o f v i r t u e  

is in  c o n fo rm it y  w i th  n a tu r e  C1).

838. S p ecu la t iv e  h a p p in ess, a c t iv e h a p p in ess. —
1° H a p p in e s s  c o n s is ts  in  th e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f a c ts  o f v i r tu e .  

B u t v i r t u e  m a y  b e  in te l le c tu a l  o r  m o ra l . T h e re fo re  th e re  

a re  tw o  k in d s  o f h a p p in e s s ;  f i r s t ,  h a p p in e s s  w h ic h  c o n s is ts  in  

a c ts  o f in te l le c tu a l  v i r t u e ;  se c o n d ly ,  h a p p in e s s  w hic h  c o n s is ts  

in  a c ts  o f m o r a l  v i r tu e .

2 °  S p e c u la t iv e  h a p p in e s s  is a s c r ib e d  to  w isd o m , b e ca u se  

a n  a c t  o f w isd o m  is th e  m o s t p e r f e c t  a c t  o f th e  in te l le c t ,  i .e ., 

th e  a c t  b y  w h ic h  t h e  in te l le c t  a t t a i n s  i t s  m o s t  p e rf e c t  o b je c t , 

n a m e ly , t h e  m o s t in te l l ig ib le  th in g s ,  a n d  e sp e c ia l ly  G o d .

H e n c e  s p e c u la t iv e  h a p p in e s s  m a y  b e  d e f in e d : the m ost 

perfect act o f  the in te llect; o r , the act o f m a n s  noblest fa c u lty , 

i .e ., o f t h e  in te l le c t , as concerned w ith  its  noblest object, w h ic h  is 

G od .

A c t iv e  h a p p in e s s  is a s c r ib e d  to  p ru d e n c e , b e c a u s e  pru d e n c e  

re g u la te s  a ll  th e  o th e r  m o ra l  v i r t u e s ,  v iz .,  ju s t ice ,  te m p e r a n c e ,  

f o r t i tu d e , e tc .

H e n c e  a c t i v e  h a p p in e s s  m a y  b e  d e f in e d : ha pp iness w hich 

consists in  acts o f the m ora l v ir tues (1 2).

(1 ) Ib id e m , n . 156.
(2) I n  E th ic .,  1. X , 1. 12 , n . 2 1 1 1 .
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3 °  S p e c u la t iv e  h a p p in e s s  is m a n ’s p r im a r y  o r  c h ie f  h a p 

p in e ss ,  b e c a u s e  i t  c o n s is ts  in  a c ts  o f t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  re a s o n ,  w h ic h  

is  th e  f a c u l t y  p ro p e r  t o  m a n ;  a c t i v e  h a p p in e s s  is  a s e c o n d a ry  

k in d  o f h u m a n  h a p p in e s s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  c o n s is ts  in  a c ts  o f  t h e  

a p p e t i t e  a s  d i r e c te d  a n d  r e g u la te d  b y  r e a s o n  (x).

839. G oods o f th e  b od y  a n d  th e  so c ie ty  o f f r ien d s are 

q u a s i- in s t r u m e n ta l  r eq u is i te s  o f n a tu r a l h a p p in e ss .—
1° G o o d s  o f t h e  b o d y  c o m p r ise  th e  fo l lo w in g :

a) g o o d  h e a l th  o f th e  b o d y , w h ic h  is  s a id  to  e x is t  in as 

m u c h  a s  i t  m a k e s  t h e  b o d y  a d a p t i v e  t o  t h e  se rv ic e  of  t h e  so u l  

w h i le  t h e  so u l p e r fo rm  a c ts  o f t h e  in te l le c tu a l  a n d m o ra l  v i r t u e s  ;

b) m a te r ia l  g o o d s  w h ic h  a r e  u s e fu l  to  m a n ;  v .g ., fo od  a n d  

c lo th in g .

2 °  G o o d s  o f t h e  b o d y  a n d  th e  s o c ie ty  o f f r ie n d s  a r e q u a s i 

i n s t r u m e n ta l  r e q u is i te s  o f n a t u r a l  h a p p in e s s ,  n o t  in  a s  m u c h  

a s  th e y  a r e  e s s e n t ia l  c o n s t i tu e n ts  o f  h a p p in e s s , b ut  in  a s  m u c h  

a s  th e y  a re  r e q u i r e d  a s  m e a n s  f o r  i t s  a t t a i n m e n t .

3 °  M a n  re q u i re s  b o d i l y  h e a l th  f o r  a c ts  o f t h e  in te lle c tu a l  

a n d  m o ra l  v i r t u e s ,  b e c a u s e  th e  s e n s i t iv e  p o w e rs ,  w hic h  a r e  

u s e d  b y  m a n  in  s p e c u la t io n , i .e .,  in  a c ts  o f t h e  inte l le c tu a l  

v i r tu e s ,  a n d  in  a c ts  o f  t h e  m o ra l  v i r t u e s ,  a r e  w e a ke n e d  b y  

s ic k n e ss .

S im i la r ly , fo r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f h a p p in e s s ,  m a n  re qu ir e s  

a l l  t h e  n e c e s s i t ie s  o f h u m a n  l ife , a s  fo o d , c lo th ing , s e r v a n ts ,  

m o n e y , e tc .

M a te r ia l  o r  e x te r n a l  g o o d s  a r e  n o t  so  n e c e s s a r y  fo r s p e c u 

la t i v e  h a p p in e s s , a s  th e y  a r e  fo r  a c t i v e  h a p p in e s s .

M a n  re q u i re s  m a n y  th in g s  f o r  a c ts  o f  t h e  m o ra l  v i r tu e s ,  

w h ic h  c o n s t i t u te  a c t i v e  h a p p in e s s ; a n d ,  m o re o v e r ,  th e  n u m b e r  

o f th in g s  h e  re q u i re s  is  p r o p o r t io n a te  to  t h e  n u m b er  a n d  q u a l i t y  

o f  h is  v i r t u o u s  a c ts ;  v . g ., a  g e n e ro u s  p e rs o n  n e e ds  m o n e y , in  

o rd e r  t o  p r a c t i c e  l ib e r a l i ty ,  j u s t  a s  a  j u s t  p e rs o n n e e d s  i t  to  

p a y  h is  d e b ts .  1

(1 ) I n  E th ic .,  I. 1 , 1. 10 , n . 126, e t  11. X - X I I .
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A c ts  o f w isd o m , i .e ., o f  t h e  in te l le c tu a l  v i r t u e s ,  w h ic h  

c o n s t i tu te  s p e c u la t i v e  h a p p in e s s ,  d o  n o t  o f th e m s e lv e s  r e q u i r e  

m a te r ia l  g o o d s. T h e  n e c e s s i t ie s  o f l i fe  a r e  su f f ic ie n t fo r  a  

m a n  w h o  l iv e s  a n  e x c lu s iv e ly  c o n te m p la t i v e  l i fe , u nle ss  h e  l iv e s  

w ith  o th e rs  w h o m  h e  m u s t  s o m e t im e s  h e lp , i .e . ,  u n les s  t h e  

m a n  o f c o n te m p la t io n  p e r fo rm s  a c ts  o f  t h e  m o ra l  v i rt u e s  b y  

h e lp in g  o th e rs . I n  th is  c a se , o f c o u rs e , h e  re q u i res  g r e a te r  

m a te r ia l  g o o d s  (1).

4 °  I t  m u s t  b e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  g r e a t  r ic h e s  a r e  n o t  r eq u i r e d  

fo r  th e  e n jo y m e n t  o f h u m a n  h a p p in e s s .

T w o  re a so n s  m a y  b e  o f fe re d  in  p ro o f  o f  th is .

a) F irs t, a  h a p p y  m a n  is  a  m a n  w h o  is  se l f -su f f ic ie n t, i .e ., 

w ho  c a n  p ro v id e  f o r  h is  o w n  n e e d s . B u t  n o  m a n  re q u ire s  

g re a t r ic h e s  to  p ro v id e  fo r  h is  o w n  n e e d s , f o r  n a tur e  h a s  n e e d  

o f o n ly  a  fe w  th in g s .

M o re o v e r ,  a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f w e a lth  le sse n s  a  m a n ’s self -  

su f f ic ien cy , fo r  a  m a n  o f  g r e a t  r ic h e s  re q u i re s  th e h e lp  o f  o th e rs  

to  lo o k  a f te r  a n d  t o  g u a r d  h is  w e a lth .

b) Secondly, r e c t i t u d e  o f ju d g m e n t  o f  b o th  s p e c u la t i v e  

a n d  p r a c t ic a l  re a s o n  a n d  a lso  e x te r n a l  a c ts  o f  v i r tu e  a r e  p o ss ib le  

w i th o u t  a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  w e a lth  (1 2).

5 °  T h e  s o c ie ty  o f f r ie u d s  is  a  r e q u is i te  o f  h a p p in es s .

F irst, t h e  w ise  m a n , i .e .,  t h e  m a n  w h o  e n jo y s  s p e c u la t iv e 

h a p p in e ss , h a s  n e e d  o f o th e r s  n o t  o n ly  to  p r o v id e  him  w i th  

th e  n e c e ss i t ie s  o f l i fe  b u t  a lso  t o  c o o p e r a te  w i th  h im  in  th e  

c o n te m p la t i o n  o f t r u t h ,  so  t h a t  h e  m a y  a r r i v e  a t  a  m o re  p e r fe c t  

c o n te m p la t io n , i .e .,  a  m o re  p e r f e c t  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of t r u t h  (3).

Secondly, t h e  p r u d e n t  m a n , i .e .,  t h e  m a n  w h o  e n jo y s  a c t i v e  

h a p p in e ss , h a s  n e e d  o f t h e  s o c ie ty  o f  f r ie n d s  f o r  th e  p r a c t i c e  

o f th e  m o ra l  v i r t u e s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  h e  is  su f f ic ie n t ly  s u p p l ie d  

w ith  l i fe ’s n e ce ss i t ie s . J u s t i c e ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  w h ich  is  o n e  

o f th e  m o r a l  v i r t u e s ,  is  e x e rc ise d  to w a r d s  o th e rs . M o re o v e r ,  

in  o r d e r  t o  p e r fo rm  w o rk s  o f ju s t ic e ,  te m p e r a n c e ,  fo r t i t u d e ,

(1 ) I n  E th ic .,  1. x;, 1. 1 ? , n n . 2 1 1 7 -2 1 2 0 .
(2) { n  E th ic ., 1. X ,  I. 13, n . 2 1 2 8 .
(3) I n  E th ic .,  1. X , 1. 10 , n . 2 0 9 6 .
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a n d  th e  o th e r  m o ra l  v i r tu e s ,  a  m a n  o f te n  re q u i re s  th e  a s s is ta n c e  

o f  o th e rs  (*).

840. N a tu ra l h a p p in ess a n d  d iv in e  g o o d .—  1° N a t u r a l

h a p p in e s s  is  m a n ’s u l t im a te  p e r fe c t io n  o f t h e  n a t u ra l  o rd e r ,  

a n d  th e r e f o r e  c o n s is ts  in  m a n ’s p e r f e c t  o p e r a t io n ,  i .e ., in  a c ts  

o f v i r tu e .

B u t  y e t  m a n ’s u l t im a te  n a tu r a l  p e r f e c t io n ,  i .e ., m an ’s 

h ig h e s t n a t u r a l  g o o d , is n o t  t h e  a b s o lu te ly  g r e a te st  g o o d , fo r , 

if  i t  w e re , m a n  h im se lf  w o u ld  b e  th e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  go o d . B u t ,  

in  a d d i t io n  t o  m a n  a n d  h u m a n  g o o d , th e r e  e x is ts  d ivin e  g o o d , 

i .e .,  G o d  H im se l f ,  W h o  is th e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  g o o d , a  g o o d  w h ic h , 

f r o m  th e  p o in t  o f v ie w  o f th e  n a tu r a l  o rd e r , is  e x tr in s ic  t o  m a n  

a n d  th e  u n iv e rs e .

S in c e  a n  in fe r io r  g o o d  is r e la te d  to  a  s u p e r io r  g o od  a s  th e  

im p e r fe c t  to  th e  p e r f e c t ,  i t  fo l lo w s  t h a t  th e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  

e n d  o f n a tu r a l  h a p p in e s s , e v e n  th o u g h  c o n s id e re d  o nly  in  th e  

n a tu r a l  o rd e r , is G o d .

H e n c e  h a p p in e s s  is t h e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f m a n ’s  n a tu r al  

d e s ire s , fo r  i t  is  m a n ’s m o s t  p e r fe c t  g o o d , i .e ., th e  g r e a te s t  o f  

a l l  g o o d s  o f  t h e  n a tu r a l  o rd e r .

B u t  G o d  is  th e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  e n d , b e c a u s e  H e , a s  

th e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f th e  w h o le  u n iv e rs e , is , e v e n  f ro m  th e  p o in t  

o f v ie w  o f t h e  n a tu r a l  o rd e r ,  th e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f ha p p in e s s ,  

w h ic h  is m a n ’s h ig h e s t  g o o d .

2 °  I n  a d d it io n  to  n a tu ra l  h a p p in ess , th e re  e x is ts  su p er 

n a tu ra l h a p p in e ss, b y  w h ich  G od  is  g iv e n  to  m a n  a s th e  o b jec t 

o f  h is  h a p p in ess. T h is  h a p p in ess, w h ic h  is  e te r n a l l i fe , c a n n o t 

be a t ta in e d  b y  m a n  b y  h is  n a tu ra l p o w ers, b u t  is  b es to w e d 

u p o n  h im  a s th e  g if t  o f  d iv in e  m u n if ic en ce  (2).

H e n c e  n a t u r a l  h a p p in e s s  n o t  o n ly  is  d i r e c te d ,  f r o m  th e  

p o in t  o f v ie w  o f th e  n a tu r a l  o rd e r , t o  G o d  n a tu r a l ly  k n o w n ,  

a s  to  th e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  e n d , b u t ,  s in c e  n a t u ra l  h a p p in e s s  

is  a  g o o d  o f a  lo w e r  o rd e r  t h a n  s u p e r n a tu r a l  h a p p ine s s ,  i t  is

(1) I b id . ,  n. 2004.
(2) D e V e r ita te , q. 14, a. 3, c.
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d ire c te d  a lso  to  s u p e r n a tu r a l  h a p p in e s s , i .e .,  t o  Go d  a s  lo v a b le ,  

k n o w a b le , a n d  a t ta in a b le , i .e . ,  a s  H e  is  t h e  a u th o r  a n d  o b je c t  

of s u p e r n a tu r a l  h a p p in e s s .

841. G od ’s g lo ry .—  1° G lo ry , in  i ts  fo rm a l aspect, is  

d e f in e d  b y  S t.  T h o m a s  (J) :  (( g r e a t  re n o w n  a c c o m p a nie d  b y  

p ra ise  )) —  clara no tit ia  cu m  laude. I n  o th e r  w o rd s , i t  is  a  

k n o w le d g e  o f a  b e in g ’s p e r fe c t io n  s u c h  a s  e n g e n d e rs lo v e , v e n e r 

a t io n , a n d  p ra is e  (1 2 3).

G lo ry , i n  its  objective aspect, is  th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f a  b e in g  

w h ic h  e n g e n d e rs  lo v e , v e n e r a t io n ,  a n d  p ra is e  in  o n e w h o  h a s  

k n o w le d g e  o f i t .

2 °  G o d ’s g lo ry , c o n s id e re d  fo rm a l l y ,  is  o f tw o  k in ds :  

in tr in s ic  a n d  extr ins ic . G o d ’s in t r in s ic  g lo ry  is  th e  k n o w le d g e  

a n d  lo v e  w h ic h  G o d  h a s  o f H is  o w n  p e r f e c t io n . G o d ’s e x tr in s ic  

g lo ry  is  th e  k n o w le d g e  a n d  lo v e  w h ic h  c r e a tu r e s  e n do w e d  w i th  

in te l l ig e n c e  h a v e  o f  G o d ’s  p e r f e c t io n .

G o d ’s g lo ry , c o n s id e re d  o b je c t iv e ly , is  a lso  o f  tw o k in d s :  

in  H im se lf a n d  in  H is  effects.

G o d ’s  g lo ry  in  H im se lf  is  t h e  p e r fe c t io n  w h ic h  G o d  p o s 

sesses in  H im se lf .

G o d ’s g lo ry  in  th e  d iv in e  e f fe c ts  is  G o d ’s p e r fe c t io n  a s  

m a n ife s te d  in  c re a tu r e s .

3 ° I n  th e  l ig h t  o f th e  fo r e g o in g  re m a r k s ,  f i r s t , w e  m a y  n o w  

s ta te  t h a t  th e  w o r ld  w a s  c r e a te d  f o r  G o d ’s g lo ry  (s) , i .e .,  t h a t  

th e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f t h e  w h o le  w o r ld  is  G o d ’s  g lo ry . F o r  G o d , 

in  c re a t in g  th e  w o r ld , c o u ld  i n te n d  n o  u l t im a te  e n d o th e r  th a n  

H is  o w n  g o o d n e ss  a n d  p e r fe c t io n , w h ic h  is  th e  p r o p er  e n d  o f 

th e  d iv in e  w ill. M o re o v e r ,  s in c e  t h e  e n d  o f t h e  a g en t  a n d  

o f th e  p a t i e n t  a s  s u c h  is  th e  s a m e , t h e  u l t im a te  e nd  o f t h e  w o r ld  

is  n o t  G o d ’s g o o d n e ss  a n d  p e r f e c t io n  a s  in t r in s ic a lly  in c re a s e d , 

b u t  a s  m a n if e s te d  e x te r n a l l y ,  i .e .,  i n  c r e a tu r e s ,  wh ic h  is  G o d ’s  

g lo ry  in  a n  o b je c t iv e  sen se , n a m e ly ,  G o d ’s g lo ry  in H is  e f fe c ts .

(1) I - I I ,  q . 2 , a . 3 .
(2) Le s s iu s,' in  I - J I ,  q .  1 , a. 8 .
(3) C o n e . V a t ic a n u m , C o n sti tu tio  de F id e  C atho l., ca p . I ,  ca n . 5 .
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Second ly, c r e a tu r e s  e n d o w e d  w i th  in te l l ig e n c e , a n d  th e r e 

fo re  m a n , a re  d i r e c te d  in  a  sp e c ia l  w a y  t o  G o d ’s  g lo ry  a s  to  

th e  u l t im a te  e n d . F o r  m a n  n o t  o n ly  is a n  e f fe c t  o f G o d  w h ic h  

m a n if e s ts  G o d ’s p e r f e c t io n , b u t  h e  is  a lso  th e  im age o f  G o d , 

in  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  k n o w s, lo v e s , a n d  p ra is e s  H is  p e r fe c t io n .

4 °  I t  is e v id e n t  f r o m  w h a t  w e h a v e  j u s t  sa id  t h a t  Go d ’s 

g lo ry  is  m a n ’s ex tr ins ic u l t im a te  e n d . F o r  n a t u r a l  h a p p in e s s ,  

e v e n  th o u g h  i t  is  t h e  g r e a te s t  h u m a n  g o o d , is  n o t  th e  a b s o lu te ly  

u l t im a te  e n d .  M o re o v e r , m a n ’s  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  en d  is 

th e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  g o o d . H e n c e  m a n ’s u l t im a te  e n d  is 

th e  m a n i f e s ta t io n  o f G o d ’s g lo r y ;  o r , in  o th e r  w o rds , m a n ’s 

a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  e n d ,  e v e n  in  t h e  n a t u r a l  o rd e r , is  G o d ’s 

e x tr in s ic  fo rm a l  g lo ry .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. N a tu r a l h a p p in ess is d esc r ib e d  a s a  p e r fe c t  g o o d, a  se lf-su ff ic ie n t 
g o o d , a  co m m o n  g o o d , a s c o n s is t in g  in  o p er a t io n  p rop er  to  m a n  w h ich  is 
v ir tu o u s an d  rea lized  in  a p e r fe c t l i fe . E x p la in  each  m em b e r  o f  th is  d esc r ip 
t io n .

2 . D e f in e  d e l ig h t , ex p la in  w h y  i t  is  fo u n d  in  n a tu ra l h a p p in e ss , a n d  w h y 
d e l ig h t fo u n d  in  h a p p in ess is su p er io r  to  a n y  o th e r k in d  o f  d e lig h t .

3 . D e f in e  sp e c u la t iv e  h a p p in e ss a n d  a c t iv e  h a p p in e ss , s t a te  to  w h a t 
v ir tu es th e y  a re a sc r ib ed , an d  ex p la in  w h e th e r  or  no t  a c t iv e  h a p p in e ss  is 
h igh er th a n  sp e c u la t iv e  h a p p in e ss.

4- E x p la in  w h y  m a te r ia l g o o d s a re  n o t  so  n e c e ss a r y  fo r  sp e c u la t iv e 
h a p p in ess a s th e y  are fo r  a c t iv e  h a p p in e ss, a n d  w h y m a n  d o es n o t  n ee d  g rea t 
r ich es in  o rd er  to  b e  h a p p y .

5 . Is  th e  so c ie ty  o f  f r ien d s a  r e q u is ite  o f  e i th e r  s p e c u la t iv e  or a c t iv e 
h a p p in ess ? G iv e  rea so n s fo r  y o u r  a n sw e r .

6 . E x p la in  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  n a tu ra l h a p p in e ss is m a n ’s a b s o lu te ly  u l t i 
m a te  en d , an d  h o w  G o d ’s g o o d n e ss a n d  su p e rn a tu ra l  ha p p in ess c o n s i tu te 
m a n ’s u l t im a te  en d .
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P E R F E C T  B E A T I T U D E

842. O b jective  b e a t i tu d e .—  1° P e r f e c t  b e a t i t u d e  is d is 

t i n c t  f r o m  n a t u r a l  h a p p in e s s .

N a tu r a l  h a p p in e s s  is  t h e  u l t im a te  h u m a n  p e r fe c t io n , a n d  

is o f i ts e l f  su f f ic ie n t f o r  m a n  w h o se  a p p e t i t e  is  ru le d  b y  re a so n . 

T h e re fo re  n a tu r a l  h a p p in e s s  d o e s  n o t  c o m p re h e n d  e v er y  g o o d , 

b u t  is m e re ly  th e  h ig h e s t  w h ic h  m a n , a c c o rd in g  to  his  h u m a n  

c o n d it io n , c a n  p o ssess.

P e r f e c t  b e a t i t u d e  is  h a p p in e s s  w h ic h  c o m p le te ly  sa tis f ie s  

th e  d e s ires  o f in te l le c tu a l  a g e n ts .

I t  is  o n ly  b y  f a i th  t h a t  m a n  c a n  k n o w  o r  d e s i re  p e rf e c t  

b e a t i tu d e .

2 °  S in c e  n a tu r a l  h a p p in e s s  is th e  u l t im a te  h u m a n  p er fe c 

t io n ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  c o n s is t  in  m a n ’s o p e ra t io n  a b s o lute ly  c o n s id 

e re d ;  i t  c o n s is ts  r a t h e r  in  a  g o o d  w h o se  a t t a i n m e n t s u rp a sse s  

th e  p o w e rs  o f m a n , b u t  w h ic h  c a n  b e  a t t a i n e d  b y  h u ma n  o p e r 

a t io n  (x).

H e n c e  w e m a y  d is t in g u is h  tw o  e le m e n ts  in  p e r fe c t  b ea t i 

tu d e :

a) th e  e x tr in s ic  g o o d  w h ic h  c o m p le te ly  sa t is f ie s  m a n ’s 

a p p e t i te ,  i .e .,  d e s i re s ;  th is  g o o d  is  c a l le d  objective beatitude.

b) t h e  o p e ra t io n  b y  w h ic h  m a n  a t t a i n s  th is  g o o d , a n d 

w h ic h  is c a l le d  fo rm a l beatitude.

T h e  d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  o b je c t iv e  b e a t i t u d e  a n d  fo rm a l 

b e a t i tu d e  is n o t  a p p l ic a b le  t o  n a t u r a l  h a p p in e s s , fo r , f i r s t , 

n a tu r a l  h a p p in e s s  c o n s is ts  in  o p e r a t io n  a b s o lu te ly  c o n s id e re d , 

a s  i t  p e r f e c ts  m a n ’s f a c u l t ie s ;  secondly, G o d  is  n o t  t h e  o b je c t  1

(1 ) D e V e r ita te , q. 1 4, a. 3 , c.
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o f  a c ts  o f  t h e  m o ra l  v i r tu e s ,  w h ic h  c o n s t i t u te  a c t iv e  h a p p in e s s , 

a l th o u g h  H e  is  t h e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  e n d  o f a c t i ve  h a p p in e s s ;  

th ird ly , n a tu r a l  s p e c u la t i v e  h a p p in e s s  a t t a i n s  G o d  o n ly  a s  H e  

s h in e s  f o r th  in  c re a tu r e s ,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  u n i te  m a n  to  G o d , i .e .,  

i t  d o e s  n o t  a t t a i n  G o d  a s  t h e  o b je c t  w h ic h  b e a t i f ies , i .e .,  g iv e s  

h a p p in e ss .

3 °  O b je c t i v e  b e a t i t u d e  is t h a t  p e r fe c t  g o o d  w h ic h  so  c o m 

p le te ly  sa t is f ie s  th e  d e s ire s  o f m a n , i .e . ,  o f  in tel le c tu a l  a g e n ts ,  

t h a t  th e r e  is n o  o th e r  g o o d  w h ic h  h e  c a n  d e s ire .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  a r g u m e n t  w h ic h  fo l lo w s  d o e s  n o t  pro v e  

t h a t  m a n  n a tu r a l l y  te n d s  to  G o d  a s  t o  th e  o b je c t  o f h is  p e r 

f e c t  b e a t i tu d e .  T h e  a c t  o f  t e n d in g  to  G o d  u n d e r  th e a s p e c t 

o f  b e a t i f y in g  o b je c t  is  c o m p le te ly  b e y o n d  t h e  p o w e rs  o f n a tu r e ,  

a n d  th e re fo re  c a n  n e i th e r  b e  n a tu r a l l y  k n o w n  n o r  d es i re d  b y  m a n .

T h e  a r g u m e n t  is a  p ro o f  o f t h e  fo l lo w in g  p o in ts :

a) if, in  v i r t u e  o f d iv in e  m u n if ic e n c e , m a n  a t t a i n s  G o d  a s  

h is  o b je c t iv e  b e a t i t u d e ,  i .e .,  a s  th e  o b je c t  in  w h ic h  h is  h a p p in e s s  

is  r e a l iz e d ,  h is  d e s ire s  a r e  c o m p le te ly  s a t is f ie d ;

b) b e c a u se  o f t h e  a m p l i tu d e  o f m a n ’s d e s ire s , th e r e  is 

n o th in g  r e p u g n a n t  in  m a n ’s a t t a i n i n g  G o d  a s  H e  is  in  H im se l f ,  

i .e ., a s  t h e  o b je c t  in  w h ic h  m a n ’s b e a t i t u d e  is  f o un d ;  in  o th e r  

w o rd s , th e r e  is n o th in g  r e p u g n a n t ,  a s  th e r e  w o u ld  be  in  th e  

c a se  o f  t h e  b r u te ,  in  m a n ’s a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  b e a t if i c  v is io n  ( 1).

4° S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E SIS .— G o d  A L O N E  IS  O B J E C T I V E  B E A T I T U D E .

G o d  is  t h e  o n ly  g o o d  w h ic h  c a n  c o m p le te ly  s a t i s f y  ma n ’s 

d e s i re s . B u t  o b je c t iv e  b e a t i t u d e  is  t h a t  g o o d  w h ic h c a n  

c o m p le te ly  s a t i s f y  m a n ’s d e s ire s . T h e re fo re  G o d  a lon e  is 

o b je c t iv e  b e a t i tu d e .

M a jo r .—  O n ly  in f in i te  g o o d  c a n  c o m p le te ly  s a t i s f y  m a n ’s 

d e s i re s :  f o r  m a n ’s d e s ire s  fo l lo w , i .e . ,  a r e  p r o p o rt i o n a te  to ,  t h e  

k n o w le d g e  o f  h is  in te l le c t ,  w h ic h  c o n c e iv e s  u n iv e r sa l  a n d

'.11 Jo a n n e s a  Sa nc t o  T h p m a , C u rsu s T heo l., t .  I I ,  p p . 1 3 9 -1 4 5  (S o le sm .)
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in f in i te  g o o d ; a n d ,  m o re o v e r , t h e  a m p l i tu d e  o f t h e  e l ic i te d  

a p p e t i te  is  m e a s u re d  b y  t h e  k n o w le d g e  w h ic h  i t  fo l lo w s . B u t  

G o d  a lo n e  is  in f i n i te  g o o d . T h e re fo re  G o d  a lo n e  c a n c o m 

p le te ly  s a t i s f y  m a n ’s d e s ires .

843. C oro lla ry . —  M a n ’s  r e a s o n  a n d  w il l a r e  n a tu r a l l y  

d ir e c te d  t o  G o d  a s  H e  is  th e  a u th o r  a n d  e n d  o f n a t ur e (1), in  

th is  se n s e : h u m a n  re a s o n , in  v i r t u e  o f i t s  n a tu r a l  l ig h t ,  c a n  

k n o w  G o d  a s  H e  is  th e  f i r s t  p r in c ip le  a n d  u l t im a te  e n d  o f 

n a tu r e ;  a n d  m a n ’s w il l, in  v i r t u e  o f i t s  o w n  p r in c ip le s ,  c a n  

d ir e c t  i t s e l f  to  G o d  a s  H e  is  t h e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f  al l  n a tu r a l  

th in g s . B u t  m a n ’s re a s o n  a n d  w il l c a n n o t ,  in  v i r t u e o f t h e i r  

n a tu r a l  p r in c ip le s , b e  d i r e c te d  to  G o d  a s  H e  is th e o b je c t  w h ic h  

b e a t i f ie s , i .e .,  th e  o b je c t  o f s u p e r n a tu r a l  h a p p in es s . H e n c e , 

in  o rd e r  t h a t  m a n ’s  re a s o n  a n d  w ill b e  d i r e c te d  to  G o d  a s  H e  is 

th e  o b je c t  o f s u p e r n a tu r a l  b e a t i t u d e ,  th e r e  is  r e q ui r e d  G o d ’s 

g ra tu i to u s  a ss is ta n c e , i .e .,  g ra c e  a n d  th e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  v i r tu e s ,  

as f a i th ,  h o p e , c h a r i t y ,  e tc .

8 4 4 . D i f f i c u l t i e s .—  1 °  A f in ite  a p p e t i t e  ca n  b e  sa tis f ied  b y  f in i te  g o o d . 
B u t m a n ’s a p p e t i te  is f in ite . T h er e fo re  m a n ’s a p p e ti te , i.e . , d es ires, ca n  b e 
sa t is f ied  b y  f in i te  g o o d .

M a jo r .—  A n  a p p e t it e  w h ich  is f in i te  b o th  in  it s  b e in g  an d in  it s  a p p e - 
t i t io n , I  co ncede; w h ich  is f in i te  in  i t s  b e in g , b u t  in f in ite  in  it s  a p p e t it io n , 
1 d en y.

M in o r . —  M a n ’s a p p e t it e  is f in i te  b o th  in  i t s  b e in g  a n d  in it s  a p p e t it io n , 
I  d en y , is  f in i te  in  it s  b e in g , b u t  in f in ite  in  i t s  a p p e t it io n , I  concede.

M a n ’s a p p e t i te , a s a f a c u l ty  o f  a  f in i te  b e in g , is f in ite  in  it s  b e in g ;  b u t ,  
s in ce  i t  fo llo w s th e  k n o w le d g e  o f th e  in te l le c t ,  w hich  a p p r eh en d s u n iv e r sa l 
good , i t  is  o b je c t iv e ly  in f in i te ,  i .e . ,  in f in ite  in i t s  a p p e t it io n .

2 °  A n  a p p e t it e  w h ich  a t ta in s  g o o d  in  a f in i te  m a n n er  f in d s it s  s a t is 
fa c t io n  in  f in i te  g o o d . B u t  m a n ’s a p p e t i t e  a t ta in s  g o o d  in  a  f in i te  m a n n er . 
T herefo re m a n ’s a p p e t it e  f in d s it s  s a t is fa c t io n  in  f in i te  g o o d .

M a jo r .—  W h ich  a t ta in s  f in i te  g o o d  in  a  f in i te  m a n n er , 1 concede', w h ich  
a t ta in s in f in ite  g o od  in  a  f in i te  m a n n er , I  d en y .

M in o r . —  M a n ’s a p p e t i t e  a t ta in s  o n ly  f in i te  g o o d  in  a  f in ite  m a n n e r  as 
i t s  p rop er  o b je c t  a n d  u lt im a te  en d , I  d e n y  ; a t ta in s  in f in ite  g oo d  in  a f in i te 
m ann er as i t s  p rop er  o b je c t  a n d  u l t im a te  en d , I  concede.

845. F o rm a l b e a t i tu d e .—  1° O b je c t i v e  h a p p in e s s  is  t h a t  

o b je c t  w h ic h  p e r fe c t ly  sa t is f ie s  t h e  d e s ire s  o f  a n  a g e n t  e n d o w e d

(1 ) I  I I ,  q . 6 2 , a . 1, ad  3 .
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w i th  a n  in te l le c t .  F o r m a l  b e a t i t u d e  is  t h e  a t t a i n m en t  a n d  

p o sse ss io n  o f  th is  o b je c t .

2 °  F o r m a l  b e a t i t u d e  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  u n d e r  tw o  a s pe c ts :  

in  i ts  essence a n d  as a state.

F o r m a l  b e a t i t u d e ,  in  its  essence, is  t h e  a c t  b y  w h ic h  o b je c 

t iv e  b e a t i t u d e ,  i .e .,  in f i n i te  g o o d , is  a t t a i n e d  a nd  p o sse sse d .

F o r m a l  b e a t i t u d e ,  as a state, is  t h e  s t a t e  w h ic h  r e s u l ts  

f r o m  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f in f i n i te  g o o d , a n d  w h ic h  in clu d e s ,  in  

a d d i t io n  t o  th e  p o sse ss io n  o f in f i n i te  g o o d , a l l  o th e r  g o o d s  w h ic h  

h a v e  th e i r  so u rc e  in  a n d  re s u l t  f r o m  th e  p o sse ss io n o f in f in i te  

g o o d . I t  is  d e f in e d  b y  B o e th iu s :  a  p e r f e c t  s t a t e  in w h ic h  a l l  

g o o d s  a r e  p o sse sse d  —  « S ta tu s  b o n o ru m  o m n iu m  a g g reg a t io n e  

p e r fe c tu s  ».

I t  is  w i th  f o r m a l b e a t i t u d e  in  i t s  e sse n c e  t h a t  w e  a re  a t  

p r e s e n t  c o n c e rn e d .

3 °  S in c e  fo rm a l  b e a t i t u d e  is  m a n ’s  u l t im a te  p e r fe c tio n ,  

i t  m u s t  c o n s is t  in  o p e r a t io n :  f o r  o p e r a t io n  is  t h e  u l t im a te  p e r 

f e c t io n  o f e v e ry  b e in g . M o re o v e r ,  s in c e  t h e  o p e r a t io n  b y  

w h ic h  m a n  a t t a i n s  G o d , W h o  is a  s p i r i tu a l  b e in g , m us t  b e  th e  

o p e r a t io n  o f a  s p i r i tu a l  f a c u l ty ,  f o r m a l b e a t i t u d e  m u s t  c o n s is t  

in  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  in te l le c t ,  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  w il l, o r  a n  a c t  o f t h e  

in te l le c t  a n d  w ill. T h e re fo re  th e  q u e s t io n  a r is e s : is fo rm a l  

b e a t i t u d e ,  in  i t s  e ssen c e , a n  a c t  o f t h e  in te l le c t , a n  a c t  o f t h e  

w il l,  o r  a n  a c t  o f b o th  ?

4 °  a ) S t.  A lb e r t  t h e  G r e a t ,  S t .  B o n a v e n tu r e ,  a n d  S ua re z  

h o ld  t h a t  fo rm a l b e a t i tu d e ,  in  i t s  e ssen c e , c o n s is ts  in  a n  a c t  o f 

t h e  in te l le c t  a n d  w ill, i .e .,  in  th e  k n o w le d g e  a n d  lo v e  o f G o d .

b) S c o tu s  m a in ta in s  t h a t  i t  c o n s is ts  in  a n  a c t  o f t he  w ill, 

i .e .,  in  a n  a c t  o f lo v e .

c) S t .  T h o m a s  a n d  h is  d is c ip le s  te a c h  t h a t  fo rm a l be a t i 

t u d e ,  in  i t s  e ssse n c e , c o n s is ts  in  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  inte l le c t ,  i .e ., 

in  a n  a c t  o f k n o w le d g e . A c c o rd in g  to  th is  o p in io n , th e  a c ts  

o f  t h e  w il l, i .e .,  jo y  a n d  d e l ig h t  in  th e  p o sse ss ion  o f in f i n i te  

g o o d , a r e  r e s u l t a n t  p ro p e r t ie s  o f t h e  a c t  o f  k n o w led g e , i .e .,  o f 

f o r m a l b e a t i t u d e  in  i t s  e ssen ce , j u s t  a s  b e a u ty  is  a  r e s u l t a n t  

o r n a m e n t  o f y o u th .
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5° S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E S IS .—  F o b m a l  b e a t i t u d e  c o n s i s t s  e s s e n 

t i a l l y  I N  A N  A C T  O F  T H E  I N T E L L E C T .

T h e  a t t a i n m e n t  a n d  p o sse ss io n  o f t h e  h ig h e s t  g o o d , i .e ., 

o f G o d , d o e s n o t  c o n s is t  in  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  w ill, b u t in  a n  a c t  o f 

th e  in te l le c t . B u t  f o r m a l  b e a t i t u d e  c o n s is ts  e s s e n tia l l y  in  th e  

a t t a i n m e n t  a n d  p o sse ss io n  o f t h e  h ig h e s t  g o o d , i .e .,  o f  G o d . 

T h e re fo re  fo rm a l b e a t i t u d e  c o n s is ts  e ss e n t ia l ly  in  a n  a c t  o f 

th e  in te l le c t .

M a jo r .—  T h e  a t t a i n m e n t  a n d  p o sse ss io n  o f  t h e  h ig h e s t 

g o o d  d o e s  n o t  c o n s is t  in  a n  a c t  o f  a  f a c u l t y  w h ic h  is  d ra w n  

b y  th in g s , b u t  in  a n  a c t  o f  a  f a c u l t y  w h ic h  d ra w s  th in g s  t o  

i tse lf . B u t  t h e  w il l, a s  a n  a p p e t i t i v e  f a c u l ty ,  is  d ra w n  b y  

th in g s , w h e re a s  t h e  in te l le c t ,  a s  a  c o g n i t i v e  f a c u lty ,  d ra w s  th in g s  

to  i ts e l f  in  a n  i n te n t io n a l  m a n n e r ,  a s  w e k n o w  f r o m P h i lo s o p h y  

of N a tu r e .  T h e re fo re .

T h e  f i r s t  par t o f  the m a jo r m a y  a lso  b e  p ro v e d  f r o m  a n  

e x a m in a t io n  o f t h e  a c ts  o f t h e  w il l. T h e  a c ts  o f t he  w il l a re  

love, w h ic h  is t h e  in c l in a t io n  o f t h e  w il l t o  a  g o o d  a s  s im p ly  

a p p re h e n d e d , i .e .,  a s  p r e s e n t  o r  a b s e n t  (n . 3 8 6 ) ;  desire, w h ic h  

is  th e  in c l in a t io n  o f t h e  w ill t o  a  g o o d  a p p r e h e n d ed  a s  a b s e n t ;  

a n d  delight, w h ic h  is  t h e  jo y  o f t h e  w ill in  a  g o o d  w h ic h  i t  

p o ssesses.

T h e  m ino r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  s ta t e m e n t  o f t h e  q u e s t io n .

846. C oro lla ry .—  F o r m a l  b e a t i t u d e ,  in  i t s  e sse n c e , is n o t  

c o m p le te  a n d  a b s o lu te  u l t im a te  p e r fe c t io n ,  b u t  e s s en t ia l ly  a n d  

r a d ic a l l y  u l t im a te  p e r f e c t io n .

J o y  a n d  d e l ig h t o f t h e  w il l, a n d ,  in  th e  s t a t e  o f th e  

u n io n  o f  so u l  a n d  b o d y , g o o d s  w h ic h  a p p e r ta i n  to  the  s e n s i t iv e  

a p p e t i t e  a n d ,  in  g e n e ra l ,  to  th e  w e l l -b e in g  o f t h e  b o d y  a r e  

r e s u l ta n t  p ro p e r t ie s  o f f o r m a l b e a t i t u d e  in  i ts  e sse n c e . I n  a  w o rd , 

th e  s a t i s f a c t io n  o f a l l  d e s i re s , i. e .,  ( ( th e  p e r f ec t  s t a t e  in  w h ic h  

a l l  g o o d s  a re  p o sse sse d , )) r e s u l ts  f r o m  fo r m a l  b e at i t u d e  in  i t s

e ssen ce .
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847. D i f f i c u l t ie s . —  1° M a n ’s  u l t im a te  p e r fe c t io n  d o es n o t  co n s is t 
s o le ly  in  a n  a c t  o f  th e  in te l le c t .  B u t  fo rm a l b e a t itu d e  in  i t s  es se n ce  is  m a n ’s 
u l t im a te  p e r fe c t io n . T h er e fo re  fo rm a l b e a t i tu d e  in  i t s  esse n ce  d o es n o t 
c o n s is t  s o le ly  in  a n  a c t  o f  th e  in te l le c t .

M a jo r .—  M a n ’s u l t im a te  p e r fe c t io n  co n s id e r ed  in  it s  esse nce  a n d  in  it s 
ro o t, /  d en y ; co n s id e r ed  a lso  a s regard s w h a t is  a c c id e n ta l  t o  it ,  I  concede.

M in o r . —  I s  m a n ’s u l t im a te  p e r fe c t io n  co n s id e r ed  in  i t s  e sse n c e  a n d  in 
i t s  ro o t, I  concede; con s id e red  a lso  as regards w h a t  is a c c id e n ta l t o  it ,  /  d en y .

2 °  W h a t  is co n ce rn ed  w ith  th e  o b je c t  o f  t h e  w il l , i. e . ,  w ith  g oo d , d oes 
n o t  c o n s is t  in  a n  a c t  o f  th e  in te lle c t .  B u t  fo rm a l b e a t i tu d e  in  i t s  es se n c e  is 
con cern ed  w ith  g oo d . T h ere fo re  fo rm a l b e a t itu d e  in  i t s  e sse n c e  d o es n o t  c o n 
s is t  in  a n  a c t  o f  th e  in te lle c t .

M a jo r .—  W ith  g o o d  as d es ired , I  concede; w ith  g ood  a s a p p r eh en d ed  a n d 
p o ssessed , I  d en y .

M in o r . —  W ith  go o d  as d es ired , I  d en y ; w ith  g o o d  as a p p r eh en d ed  a n d 
p o ssessed , I  concede.



B O O K  I I

H u m a n  acts in  th e ir  p sy ch o lo g i
cal aspect

T H E  O N L Y  C H A P T E R

P ro lo g u e .—  I n  t h e  l a s t  c h a p te r ,  w e  d e a l t  w i th  t h e  u l t i 

m a te  e n d . W e  sh a l l  n o w  t u r n  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  to  h u m a n  a c ts ,  

w h ic h  a r e  t h e  s te p s ,  a s  i t  w e re , b y  w h ic h  m a n  a d v a nc e s  to  

h is  u l t im a te  e n d .

F i r s t ,  w e  sh a l l  d e a l  w i th  h u m a n  a c ts  in  t h e i r  p s y c ho lo g ic a l  

a sp e c t, w h ic h  c o n s t i t u te  th e  m a t t e r  o f m o r a l i ty ,  o f w h ic h  

w e sh a l l  t r e a t  in  B o o k  I I I .

S in c e  a  h u m a n  a c t  p ro c e e d s  f r o m  m a n ’s f re e  w il l, i t m a y  

b e  c o n s id e re d  u n d e r  tw o  a s p e c ts :  a s  i t  p ro c e e d s  im me d ia te ly  

f ro m  th e  w ill, a n d  is  c a l le d  a n  elic ited a c t ;  a n d  a s  i t  p ro c e e d s  

f ro m  so m e  o th e r  p o w e r  u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f t h e  w il l, a n d  

is c a l le d  a  com m anded a c t .

F i r s t ,  w e  s h a l l  d e a l  w i th  tw o  c o n d i t io n s  c o m m o n  t o  a ll  

h u m a n  a c ts ;  n a m e ly ,  v o lu n ta r in e s s  ( th e  v o lu n ta r y )  an d  in v o l 

u n ta r in e s s  ( th e  i n v o lu n ta r y ) ,  a n d ,  a f te r w a r d s ,  w i th e l ic i te d  

a n d  c o m m a n d e d  a c ts .  H e n c e  th e r e  w ill b e  th r e e  a r t i cle s  in  

th is  c h a p te r .

V o lu n ta r in ess
N o t io n  o f v o lu n ta r in e ss 
D iv is io n  o f  v o lu n ta r in e ss
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In v o lu n ta r in e ss

N o tio n  a n d  sou rces of in v o lu n ta r in e ss
V io lence
F e a r
C oncup iscence
Ig n o ran c e

E lic ited  a n d  com m anded  
a c ts  of th e  will

E l ic ited  a n d  co m m an d ed  a c ts  of th e  will 
E n u m e ra tio n  of th e  a c ts  e lic ited  b y  th e  w ill 
N ecess ity  of com m an d
R ela tio n  of com m an d  to  th e  in te lle c t  a n d  will 
R e la tio n  betw een  co m m an d  a n d  com m anded  

a c ts



A R T I C L E  I

V O L U N T A R I N E S S

848. N o t io n  o f v o lu n ta r in e ss .—  V o lu n ta r in e s s  is  d e 

f in e d : th e  c o n d i t io n  in  v i r t u e  o f w h ic h  a n  a c t  p ro ce e d s  f r o m  

a n  in t r in s ic  p r in c ip le  w i th  k n o w le d g e  o f i t s  e n d .

a ) C ond ition. . . f r o m  an in tr in s ic  p r incip le : a  v o lu n ta r y  

a c t  in  t h u s  d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  a n  a c t  d o n e  a s  a  r e su l t  o f  v io 

len ce , w h o se  p r in c ip le  is e x tr in s ic ;  a n d  f r o m  a  w ille d  o b je c t , w h ic h  

d o e s n o t  n e c e s sa r i ly  r e s u l t  f r o m  a n y  in f lu e n c e  o f th e  w ill, b u t  

is  i ts  o b je c t  a n d  t e r m  e x tr in s ic a l ly  d e n o m in a te d  f ro m  v o l i t io n ;  

th u s , fo r  e x a m p le , r a in  is w i l le d  b y  t h e  f a rm e r ,  b ut  is n o t  v o l 

u n ta r y .

b) W ith  know ledge o f its  end: a  v o lu n ta r y  a c t  is a n  a c t  o f 

th e  e l ic i te d  a p p e t i t e ,  n o t  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  a p p e t i te , a n d  h e n c e  

p re su p p o se s  k n o w le d g e  o f i t s  e n d .

849. D iv is io n  o f v o lu n ta r in e ss .—  1° V o lu n ta r in e s s  is 

essentia lly d iv id e d ,  in  v i r t u e  o f k n o w le d g e , i n to  p e r fe c t  v o lun 

ta r in e s s  a n d  im p e r fe c t  v o lu n ta r in e s s .

a) Perfect vo lun tar iness is  v o lu n ta r in e s s  in  v i r t u e  o f w h ic h  

a n  a c t  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  th e  a p p e t i t e  w i th  fo rm a l k n o w le d g e  o f 

i t s  e n d ,  i .e .,  w i th  k n o w le d g e  o f th e  e n d  a s  su c h . Fo r m a l  

k n o w le d g e  is f o u n d  o n ly  in  th e  in te l le c t ,  a n d  h e n c e o n ly  a n  

a g e n t  e n d o w e d  w ith  a n  in te l le c t  is  c a p a b le  o f a  p e rfe c t ly  v o lu n 

t a r y  a c t .

Im pe rfec t vo lun tar iness is v o lu n ta r in e s s  in  v i r t u e  o f w h ic h  

a n  a c t  p ro c e e d s  f r o m  th e  a p p e t i t e  w i th  o n ly  m a te r ial  k n o w le d g e  

o f i ts  e n d , i .e .,  w i th  k n o w le d g e  o n ly  o f t h e  th in g  w h ic h  is  th e  

e n d , n o t  o f t h e  e n d  a s  a n  e n d .  T h u s  a n  i r r a t i o n a l  an im a l  

is c a p a b le  o f a n  a c t  w h ic h  is  im p e r fe c t ly  v o lu n ta r y.

b) P e r f e c t  v o lu n ta r in e s s  is d iv id e d  in to  necessary v o lu n 

ta r in e ss  a n d  free v o lu n ta r in e s s .
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N e c e s s a r y  v o lu n ta r in e s s  is  t h e  v o lu n ta r in e s s  o f  a n  a c t  w h ic h  

p r o c e e d s  f r o m  th e  w ill w i th  f o r m a l k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e e n d , b u t  

w i th o u t  in d i f fe re n c e  o f t h e  w ill, v .g .,  in  t h e  b e a ti f i c  v is io n , a n  

a c t  o f  lo v e  o f  G o d  is  n e c e ssa r i ly  v o lu n ta r y .

F r e e  v o lu n ta r in e s s  is  th e  v o lu n ta r in e s s  o f  a n  a c t  wh ic h  

p ro c e e d s  f r o m  th e  w ill w i th  f o r m a l k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e e n d , a n d  

w i th  in d i f fe re n c e  o f t h e  w ill.

c) F r e e  v o lu n ta r in e s s  is  perfectly o r  im perfec tly f r e e  a s  i t  

r e s u l ts  f r o m  p e r f e c t  o r  im p e r fe c t  d e l i b e ra t io n .

2 °  V o lu n ta r in e s s  is  a c c id e n ta l ly  d iv id e d , in  v i r t u e o f t h e  

in te n t io n  o f  t h e  w ill, a s  fo l lo w s :

a) V o lu n ta r in e s s  m a y  b e  im m ed ia te ( in  se) o r  m ediate 

( in  c a u s a ) .

Im m e d ia te  vo lun tar iness (vo lu n ta r ium  in  se) is  t h e  v o lu n 

ta r in e s s  o f  a n  a c t  w h ic h  is  so  in te n d e d  t h a t  t h e  w il l is  d i r e c t ly  

a n d  im m e d ia te ly  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  i t ;  v .g .,  t h e  v o lu n ta r in e s s  

o f a n  a c t  o f t h e f t .

M ed ia te  vo lun tar iness ( v o lu n ta r iu m  in  c a u s a )  is  t h e  v o lu n 

ta r in e s s  o f a n  a c t  w h ic h  is  n o t  i n te n d e d  in  i ts e l f , b u t  r e s u l ts  

f r o m  a n  a c t  i n te n d e d  in  i t s e l f ;  v .g ., q u a r re ls  c a u se d  b y  a  p e rs o n  

w h o  d e l ib e r a te ly  b e c o m e s  d r u n k ,  fo r e se e in g  t h a t  h e  w ill b e  

q u a r r e ls o m e , a re  m e d ia te ly  v o lu n ta r y  ( v o lu n ta r y  in  th e i r  

c a u se ) .

I n  o rd e r  t h a t  a n  a c t  b e  m e d ia te ly  v o lu n ta r y ,  i .e .,  v o lu n 

t a r y  in  i t s  c a u se , th r e e  c o n d i t io n s  m u s t  b e  fu l f i l le d :

1) t h e  a g e n t  m u s t  fo re se e , a t  le a s t  in  a  c o n fu s e d  ma n n e r ,  

w h a t  e f fe c t  w il l r e s u l t  f r o m  th e  c a u se , b e c a u s e  a  vo lu n ta r y  a c t  

p r e s u p p o se s  k n o w le d g e ;

2 ) th e  a g e n t  m u s t  b e  a b le  n o t  to  p la c e  t h e  c a u se , or , if  

i t  is p la c e d ,  to  re m o v e  i t ,  b e c a u s e  in a b i l i t y  t o  a ct  d e s tr o y s  

v o lu n ta r in e s s ;

3 ) t h e  a g e n t  m u s t  b e  u n d e r  o b l ig a t io n  n o t  t o  p la c e  th e  

c a u s e , o r , i f  i t  is  a l r e a d y  p la c e d , t o  re m o v e  i t :  fo r ,  i f  a  p e rs o n  

is  ju s t i f ie d  in  p la c in g  a  c a u s e , t h e  e f fe c t  w h ic h  re s u l ts ,  c o n t r a r y  

to  h is  i n te n t io n ,  f r o m  th is  c a u s e  is  n o t  v o lu n ta r y .
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b) V o lu n ta r in e s s  m a y  b e  positive o r  negative. P o s i t i v e  

v o lu n ta r in e s s  is th e  v o lu n ta r in e s s  o f a n  a c t  o f  c o mm iss io n , 

w h e re a s n e g a t iv e  v o lu n ta r in e s s  is t h e  v o lu n ta r in e s s o f a  d e l ib 

e ra te  a c t  o f  o m iss io n .

c) V o lu n ta r in e s s  m a y  b e  direct o r  ind irect.

D irect vo lun tar iness is  t h e  v o lu n ta r in e s s  o f a n  a c t  w h ic h  

p ro c e e d s  f r o m  th e  w ill a s  acting.

In d irec t vo lun ta r iness is t h e  v o lu n ta r in e s s  o f a n  a c t  w h ic h  

p ro c e e d s  f r o m  th e  w ill not as acting , b u t  in d i r e c t l y  in  as m uch it 

ought to prevent it, b u t  fa i ls  t o  d o  so , i .e .,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  does 

not act w hen i t  ought to act; v .g ., t h e  s in k in g  o f a  s h ip  b e c a u s e  

o f th e  p i l o t ’s  a b a n d o n in g  t h e  h e lm  is  in d i r e c t ly  v olu n ta r y .

I n d i r e c t  v o lu n ta r in e s s  is  t h e  e f fe c t  o f  t h e  v o lu n tar in e s s  

o f th e  o m iss io n  o f a n  a c t ,  i .e . ,  o f n e g a t i v e  v o lu n ta r in e s s .  T h e  

e ffec t o f t h e  o m iss io n  o f a n  a c t  is  v o lu n ta r y  if  i t a )  c o u ld  (m o ra l  

p o s s ib i l i ty )  a n d  o u g h t  ( o b l ig a t io n )  t o  h a v e  b e e n  fore se e n ; 

b) c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a v o id e d ;  c) o u g h t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a vo id e d .

d) V o lu n ta r in e s s  m a y  b e  absolute o r  relative.

A bso lu te  vo lun ta r iness (vo lu n ta r iu m  s im p lic ite r ) is th e  

v o lu n ta r in e s s  o f a n  a c t  a s  i t  e x is ts  in  i tse lf .

Relative vo lun ta r iness (vo lun ta r ium  secundum  q u id) is t h e  

v o lu n ta r in e s s  o f a n  a c t  a s  i t  e x is ts  o n ly  in  th e  m in d .

T h u s ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  th e  c a s t in g  o f m e rc h a n d is e  in to  th e  

se a  t o  s a v e  a  s h ip  is  a n  a c t  w h ic h  is  a b s o lu te ly  v olu n ta r y ,  b e 

c au se  i t  is  w i l le d  a s  i t  e x is ts  in  t h e  c o n c r e te  w i th  a l l  i t s  a t t e n d a n t  

c i r c u m s ta n c e s , b u t  r e la t i v e ly  in v o lu n ta r y ,  b e c a u s e , c o n s id e re d  

in  i tse l f  w i th o u t  i ts  a t t e n d a n t  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  i t  is  r e p u g n a n t  

to  th e  w ill.

A u th o rs  o f r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e a k  o f a n  a b s o lu te ly  v o lun ta r y  

a c t  as  a n  a c t  w h ic h  is  n o t  i n v o lu n ta r y  u n d e r  a n y  a sp e c t,  a n d  

o f a  r e la t i v e ly  v o lu n ta r y  a c t  a s  a n  a c t  w h ic h  is  inv o lu n ta r y  

u n d e r  so m e  a s p e c t.  T h u s  t h e  c a s t in g  o f m e rc h a n d is e  in to  

th e  se a  t o  sa v e  a  s h ip  is  a n  a c t  w h ic h  is  r e la t i v e ly  v o lu n ta r y  

a n d  re la t i v e ly  in v o lu n ta r y .



A R T I C L E  I I

I N V O L U N T A R I N E S S

850. N o t io n  a n d  sou rces o f  in v o lu n ta r in e ss .— I n v o l 

u n ta r in e s s  is  t h e  p r i v a t io n  o f  v o lu n ta r in e s s  ( 1).

T h e  p r i v a t i o n  o f v o lu n ta r in e s s  d e r iv e s  f r o m  th e  la ck  o f  

so m e  c o n d i t io n  o f v o lu n ta r in e s s . T h u s  a n  a c t  d o n e  co n t r a r y  

to  t h e  in t r in s ic  in c l in a t io n  o f t h e  w il l is  positive ly a n d  con- 

tr a r ily  i n v o lu n ta r y ;  a n d  a n  a c t  d o n e  w i th o u t  k n o w le d g e , i .e .,  

th r o u g h  ig n o ra n c e , is negatively a n d  p r iva tive ly i n v o lu n ta r y ,  i .e .,  

n o n - v o lu n ta r y  (1 2).

T h e re fo re  v io le n c e  a n d  fe a r ,  t h e  c a u se s  w h ic h  le a d  m a n  

to  th e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f a c ts  w h ic h  a r e  c o n t r a r y  t o  the  in c l in a t io n  

o f h is  w il l,  a n d  c o n c u p isc e n c e  a n d  ig n o r a n c e ,  th e  ca u se s  w h ic h  

d is tu r b  o r  d e s t r o y  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f t h e  in te l le c t ,  n u l l i f y  v o lu n 

ta r in e s s . H e n c e  th e  so u rc e s  o f in v o lu n ta r in e s s  a re  f o u r  in  

n u m b e r :  v io le n c e  o r  fo rc e , fe a r , c o n c u p ic e n c e , a n d  ig n o ra n c e  (3).

851. V io len c e .—  1° V io le n ce , i .e .,  t h e  v io le n t , m a y  b e  

d e f in e d : that whose p r in c ip le  is  ex tr ins ic  and  in  w h ich the pa tien t 

does not cooperate.

H e n c e  v io le n c e  re q u i re s  t h e  f u l f i l lm e n t o f  tw o  c o n di t io n s :

a ) i t  m u s t  d e r iv e  f r o m  a n  e x tr in s ic  a g e n t ;  b) i t  m u s t  b e  im p o se d  

w i th o u t  t h e  c o o p e r a t io n  a n d  w i th  th e  p o s i t i v e  r e s ista n c e  o f 

t h e  p a t ie n t .

V io le n ce  o c c u rs  e v e n  in  in a n im a te  th in g s ,  a s  w h e n  a s to n e  

is th r o w n  u p w a rd s . A s o p p o s e d  to  v o lu n ta r in e s s ,  i t  is  m o re  

p r o p e r ly  c a l le d  coaction.

(1 ) I n  E th ic .,  1. I l l ,  1. 1 .
(2 ) D e M a lo , q . 3 , a . 8 .
(3 )  I - I I ,  q . 6 , a . 4 -8 .
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2 °  V io le n ce  is  absolute w h e n  t h e  p a t i e n t  g iv e s  a b s o lu te ly  

n o  c o o p e r a t io n ;  a n d  relative w h e n  t h e  w il l o f fe rs  p o s i t iv e  re s is 

ta n c e , b u t  y e t  g iv es  a  c e r ta in  c o o p e r a t io n .

R e la t i v e  v io le n c e  is  u s u a l l y  m o ra l  v io le n c e , a n d  m ay  b e  

re d u c e d  to  fe a r .

3 °  T h e  e l ic i te d  a c ts  o f  t h e  w il l c a n n o t  su f fe r  v io le n c e  b e 

c a u se  th e s e  a c ts  d e r iv e  f r o m  a n  in t r in s ic  p r in c ip le a n d  c a n n o t  

d e r iv e  f r o m  a n  e x tr in s ic  p r in c ip le ;  b u t  t h e  c o m m a n de d  a c ts  

o f th e  w ill c a n  b e  s u b je c t  to  v io le n c e ;  v .g ., t h e  lim b s  o f  t h e  

b o d y  c a n  b e  p r e v e n te d  b y  m e a n s  o f  v io le n c e  f r o m  c a rr y in g  

o u t  th e  c o m m a n d s  o f  t h e  w ill.

4 °  W e  sh a l l  n o w  p ro v e  th e  p ro p o s i t io n  w h ic h  fo llo w s.

A bsolu te violence renders an  act w holly invo lun ta ry.

A n  a c t  p e r fo rm e d  c o n t r a r y  to  t h e  in c l in a t io n  o f t h e w il l is 

w h o l ly  in v o lu n ta r y .  B u t  a b s o lu te  v io le n c e  re n d e rs  an  a c t  

c o n t r a r y  to  t h e  in c l in a t io n  o f t h e  w il l. T h e re fo re  a b s o lu te  

v io le n c e  r e n d e rs  a n  a c t  w h o l ly  in v o lu n ta r y .

T h e  m ajor is  im m e d ia te ly  e v id e n t .

T h e  m ino r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f a b s o lu te  v io 

len ce .

852. F ea r .— 1° F e a r  is  a d is tu rbance o f the m in d  caused 

by the apprehension  o f som e presen t or fu tu r e  evil or danger. F e a r  

re s u l ts  f r o m  th e  a p p re h e n s io n  o f e v i l ,  a n d  i t  m o v e s th e  w ill, 

b y  d e p re ss in g  i t s  s t r e n g th ,  to  f lee  t h e  ev il .

2 °  F e a r  m a y  b e  d iv id e d  in  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  the evil feared, 

the cause o f the fe a r , a n d  the in f lue nce o f fe a r  on action.

a) I n  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  t h e  e v i l  f e a re d , fe a r  is  grave o r  

light a c c o rd in g  a s  t h e  e v i l  f e a r e d  is  g ra v e  o r  l ig h t .

B o th  g ra v e  a n d  l ig h t  f e a r  a r e  a b s o lu te ly  o r  r e la t i ve ly  s u c h  

in  a s  m u c h  a s  th e y  a r e  s u c h  in  th e m s e lv e s  o r  in  r e la t io n  to  

p e rso n s . A b so lu te ly  g ra v e  f e a r  in  la w  is  f e a r  w h ic h c a n  in 

f lu e n c e  a  r e s o lu te  m a n . R everentia l fe a r , i .e .,  f e a r  o f g iv in g  

o ffen se  t o  a  su p e r io r ,  (e v e n  th o u g h  l ig h t  in  i tse l f)  m a y  b e  

re d u c e d  t o  r e la t i v e ly  g ra v e  fe a r .
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b) I n  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f i t s  c a u se , f e a r  is  o f tw o  k in d s:  fe a r  

f ro m  an in tr in s ic  cause; v .g ., t h e  f e a r  o f d e a th  b e c a u s e  o f se r io u s  

s ic k n e ss ;

fe a r  f r o m  an 

ex tr ins ic  cause

fe a r  f r o m  a necessary cause; v .g .,  t h e  fe a r  

o f sh ip w re c k ;

fe a r  f r o m  

a free  cause

ju s t ly  excited; v .g .,  th e  

f e a r  e x c i te d  in  a  r o b b e r  

b y  a  p o l ic e m a n ’s th r e a t s ;  

u n ju s t ly  excited; v .g .,  th e  

f e a r  e x c i te d  in  a  p e rs o n  

b y  a  r o b b e r ’s th r e a ts .

c) I n  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f i t s  in f lu e n c e  o n  a c t io n ,  f e a r  ma y  b e  

antecedent o r  concom itant.

A nteceden t fe a r is  fe a r  w h ic h  m o v e s  a  p e rs o n  t o  a c t io n ,  

a n d  is  th e  c a u se  o f h is  a c t io n .  S u c h  a n  a c t i o n  is  sa id  to  p ro c e e d  

f r o m  fe a r . E x a m p le :  t h e  f e a r  o f s h ip w re c k  w h ic h  m o ve s  a  

m e r c h a n t  to  th r o w  h is  m e rc h a n d is e  in to  t h e  sea .

C oncom itan t fe a r is fe a r  w h ic h  a c c o m p a n ie s  a n  a c t io n ,  

b u t  is  n o t  t h e  c a u s e  o f i t s  p e r f o rm a n c e . S u c h  a n  a ct io n  is sa id  

to  b e  d o n e  w i th  fe a r . E x a m p le :  th e  f e a r  o f  a r r e s t  wh ic h  fills 

a  th ie f  w h ile  h e  c a r r ie s  o u t  a n  a c t  o f la rc e n y .

3 °  I n  the ligh t o f the fo rego ing  rem arks, w e  s h a l l  n o w  p ro v e  

t h e  p ro p o s i t io n  w h ic h  fo llo w s.

A n  action done under stress o f  fe a r  is  absolutely vo lun tary, 

and relatively invo lun ta ry.

A c t io n  is  a b s o lu te ly  v o lu n ta r y  w h e n  i t  is  w il le d  a s i t  

e x is ts  in  i ts e l f ,  a n d  r e la t i v e ly  in v o lu n ta r y  w h e n  it  is w i l le d  o n ly  

a s  i t  e x is ts  in  t h e  m in d .  B u t  a n  a c t i o n  d o n e  u n d e r  s tr e s s  of 

fe a r  is  w il le d  a s  i t  e x is ts  in  i ts e l f .  T h e re fo re  a n a c t  d o n e  u n d e r  

s tr e s s  o f fe a r  is  a b s o lu te ly  v o lu n ta r y ,  a n d  r e la t i ve ly  i n v o lu n ta r y .

M a jo r .—  A n  a c t io n  w h ic h  is  w il le d  a s  i t  e x is ts  in  i tse l f , 

i .e ., i n  th e  c o n c r e te  w i th  a l l  i t s  a t t e n d a n t  c i r c u ms ta n c e s ,  is 

a b s o lu te ly  v o lu n ta r y ;  a n  a c t io n  a s  i t  e x is ts  in  t h e m in d , i .e ., 

w i th o u t  i t s  a t t e n d a n t  c i r c u m s ta n c e s , w h ic h  is  r e p u gn a n t  to  th e  

w ill is r e la t i v e ly  in v o lu n ta r y .  B u t  a n  a c t i o n  d o n e  u n d e r  s tr e s s
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of fe a r  is  w i l le d  a s  i t  e x is ts  in  i ts e l f ,  a n d ,  a s  it  e x is ts  in  t h e  m in d , 

is  r e p u g n a n t  to  t h e  w ill. T h e re fo re  a n  a c t io n  d o n e  u n d e r  

s tre ss  o f fe a r  is  a b s o lu te ly  v o lu n ta r y  a n d  r e la t i v ely  i n v o lu n ta r y .

T h e  m ino r m a y  b e  e s ta b l is h e d  b y  a n  e x a m p le . A  m e r 

c h a n t  w h o  b e c a u s e  o f  f e a r  o f  s h ip w re c k  th ro w s  h is  me rc h a n d is e  

in to  t h e  se a  a c tu a l l y  w il ls  t o  d o  so , a n d  th e re fo re h is  a c t io n  is 

a c tu a l ly  v o lu n ta r i l y ;  n e v e r th e le s s ,  h is  a c t io n  o f th r o w in g  a w a y  

h is  g o o d s , a s  i t  e x is ts  in  h is  m in d , i .e .,  w i th o u t  i t s  a t t e n d a n t  

c i r c u m s ta n c e s , is  c o n t r a r y  to  t h e  in c l in a t io n  o f h is  w il l, fo r , 

if  h e  w e re  n o t  u n d e r  s tr e s s  o f fe a r ,  h e  w o u ld  n o t  ab a n d o n  h is  

m e rc h a n d is e  t o  th e  w a v e s , a n d  th e r e f o r e  h is  a c t io n  is  r e la t i v e ly  

in v o lu n ta ry .

853. C o n cu p isc en c e .—  1° C o n c u p is c e n c e , in  o u r  p r e s e n t  

u se  o f  t h e  te r m ,  is d e f in e d  : a m ovem ent o f the sensitive appetite in 

pu rsu it o f  a  good. A s p u rsu in g a  g o o d , c o n c u p is c e n c e  is  c o n 

c e rn e d  w i th  se n s ib le  g o o d  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  a t t r a c t s t h e  a p p e t i t e  

to  i ts e l f  (x), a n d  t h u s  i t  is o p p o se d  t o  fe a r  1 (2).

2 °  C o n c u p is c e n c e  m a y  b e  antecedent o r  consequent.

A ntecedent concupiscence is  c o n c u p is c e n c e  w h ic h  a n te c e d e s  

a l l  m o v e m e n ts  o f  t h e  w ill, a n d  is  t h e i r  c a u s e ; v .g ., th e  m o v e m e n t  

o f th e  s e n s i t iv e  a p p e t i t e  w h ic h , w h e n  a ro u s e d  b y  t he  s ig h t  o f 

a  b e a u t i f u l  o b je c t , m o v e s  t h e  w il l t o  s t r i v e  a f te r  i t .

Consequent concupiscence is  c o n c u p is c e n c e  w h ic h  fo l lo w s  

th e  a c t  o f t h e  w ill, e i th e r  b e c a u s e  th e  w il l p u r p o se ly  a n d  d i r e c t ly  

e x c i tes , o r  a t  le a s t  f o s te r s , t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f t h e  lo w e r  a p p e t i te ,  

o r b e c a u se  t h e  v e h e m e n c e  o f  t h e  w il l r e d o u n d s  u p o n  i t .

3 °  I n  the ligh t o f the fo rego ing exp lana tions, w e  sh a l l  n o w  

p ro v e  th e  p ro p o s i t io n s  w h ic h  fo l lo w .

1) A ntecedent concupiscence increases vo luntar iness, but 

lessens liberty.

F irst  p a r t . —  T h e  in te r io r  in c l in a t io n  o f th e  w il l  to  i t s  a c t  

is in te n s i f ie d  b y  a n te c e d e n t  c o n c u p is c e n c e .

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 3 0 ,  a . 2 .
(2 ) I - I J ,  q . 3 0 , a . 2 , a d  3 .
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S eco nd  par t . —  W h a ts o e v e r  d is o rd e rs  t h e  ju d g m e n t  o f 

re a so n  le sse n s  l ib e r ty . B u t  a n te c e d e n t  c o n c u p is c e n ce  d is o r 

d e rs  t h e  ju d g m e n t  o f r e a so n . T h e re fo re  a n te c e d e n t  co n c u 

p isc e n c e  le sse n s  l ib e r ty .

T h e  m ajo r is  e v id e n t :  l i b e r ty  r e s u l ts  f r o m  th e  in d i f fe re n t 

ju d g m e n t  o f th e  w ill.

M in o r .—  A n te c e d e n t  c o n c u p is c e n c e  a p p l ie s  re a s o n  to  a  

m o re  in te n s e  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f th e  se n s ib le  g o o d  w h ic h  a t t r a c t s  

th e  a p p e t i t e ,  a n d  tu r n s  i t  a w a y  f r o m  th e  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f th o s e  

m o t iv e s  w h ic h  c o u ld  w i th d r a w  i t  f r o m  th is  o b je c t .

2 ) Consequent concupiscence neither lessens nor increases 

the vo luntar iness o f a free  act, hut is  the s ign  o f its  in ten sity .

F irst  p a r t . —  T h e  v o lu n ta r in e s s  o f a  f re e  a c t  c a n  b e  le ss 

e n e d  o r  in c re a s e d  o n ly  b y  i ts  c a u se . B u t  c o n s e q u e n t c o n c u 

p isc e n c e  is  n o t  th e  c a u se , b u t  r a t h e r  th e  e f fe c t , of  t h e  v o lu n 

ta r in e s s  o f  a  f re e  a c t .  T h e re fo re .

S eco nd  par t . —  A  c a u se  is k n o w n  f r o m  i ts  e f fe c t . B u t  

c o n s e q u e n t  c o n c u p is c e n c e  is th e  e f fe c t  o f  t h e  v o lu nta r in e s s  o f  a  

f re e  a c t .  T h e re fo re  th e  in te n s i t y  o f t h e  c o n s e q u e n t c o n c u p is c e n c e  

o f a  f re e  a c t  is a  m a n i f e s ta t io n  o f t h e  i n te n s i t y  of i t s  v o lu n 

ta r in e ss .

854. Ig n o ra n ce .—- 1° I g n o r a n c e  is  t h e  la c k  o f k n o w le d g e . 

T h e  la c k  o f u n d u e  k n o w le d g e  is c a l le d  nescience-, v .g .,  la c k  o f 

e g a l  k n o w le d g e  in  a  m u s ic ia n  a s  su c h . T h e  la c k  o f du e  k n o w l

e d g e  is  p ro p e r ly  ignorance; v .g ., t h e  la c k  o f le g a l  k n o w le d g e  

in  a  ju d g e .

E rror,  w h ic h  in v o lv e s  a  j u d g m e n t  c o n t r a r y  to  t r u t h ,  a n d  

inadvertence, w h ic h  is a  la c k  o f a c tu a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  a r e  b o th  r e d u

c ib le  to  ig n o ra n c e .

2 °  I g n o r a n c e  m a y  b e  d iv id e d  b y  re a s o n  o f i t s  object, i ts  

in flu ence on action, a n d  i ts  subject.

a) B y  re a so n  o f i t s  object, ig n o ra n c e  is  d iv id e d  in to  igno 

rance o f law , w h ic h  is ig n o ra n c e  o f th e  e x is te n c e  o f t h e  la w , a s,
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fo r  e x a m p le , t l ie  ig n o ra n c e  o f a  p e rs o n  w h o  h a s  n o  k n o w le d g e  o f 

th e  la w  o f f a s t in g  o n  e m b e r  d a y s ;  a n d  ignorance o f fa c t, w h ic h  is 

ig n o ra n c e  o f th e  e x is te n c e  o f  t h e  f a c t ,  a s ,  fo r  e x am p le , th e  ig n o 

ra n c e  o f a  p e rs o n  w h o  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  t h a t  a  c e r ta in  d a y  is a n  

e m b e r  d a y .

b) B y  re a so n  o f i t s  in flu ence on action, ig n o ra n c e  is  antece

dent, concom itant, o r  consequent.

A n tecedent ignorance is  ig n o ra n c e  w h ic h  a n te c e d e s  th e  a c t  

o f th e  w ill ( th u s  i t  is  n o t  v o lu n ta r y )  a n d  is th e  ca u s e  o f  th e  p e r 

fo rm a n c e  o f a n  a c t io n  w h ic h , in  i t s  a b se n c e ,  w o u ld  n o t  b e  d o n e ; 

in  o th e r  w o rd s , i f  th e  a g e n t  h a d  k n o w le d g e , h e  w o u ld  b e  u n 

w il l in g  to  d o  w h a t  h e  d id  o u t  o f ig n o ra n c e ; v .g ., a p e rs o n , in 

te n d in g  to  sh o o t a  d e e r , sh o o ts  h is  f r ie n d  w h o m  h e  m is to o k  fo r  

a  d ee r.

C oncom itant ignorance is  ig n o ra n c e  w h ic h  a n te c e d e s  th e  

a c t  o f  w il l ( th u s  i t  is  n o t  v o lu n ta r y ) ,  b u t ,  n e v e r th e le s s , is  n o t  th e  

c au se  o f t h e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f a n  a c t io n  w h ic h , in  i ts a b se n c e ,  w o u ld , 

n e v e r th e le s s , h a v e  b e e n  d o n e ; in  o th e r  w o rd s , t h e  ag e n t ,  e v e n  

th o u g h  f re e  f r o m  ig n o ra n c e ,  w o u ld  h a v e  p e r f o rm e d  the  a c t io n ;  

v .g ., a  p e rso n , in te n d in g  to  s h o o t a  d e e r , sh o o ts  his  e n e m y  w h o m  

h e  w o u ld  h a v e  s h o t, e v e n  th o u g h  h e  h a d  n o t  m is ta k e n h im  fo r  

a  d ee r.

Consequent ignorance is ig n o ra n c e  w h ic h  is d ir e c t l y  o r  in 

d ir e c t ly  w il le d , a n d  w h ic h  is  th e  re a s o n  f o r  th e  p er f o rm a n c e  

o f a n  a c t io n  w h ic h , in  i t s  a b se n c e ,  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e . 

Ig n o ra n c e  w h ic h  is  d i r e c t ly  w il le d  is  c a l le d  affected ig n o ra n c e ,  

fo r i t  is  w il le d  w i th  a  v ie w  to  g r e a te r  f r e e d o m  f r om  r e s t r a i n t  in  

s in n in g . Ig n o r a n c e  w h ic h  is w il le d  in d i r e c t ly  is  c al le d  c ra ss  o r  

su p in e ig n o ra n c e  if  i t  r e s u l ts  f r o m  se r io u s  n e g l ig e n c e , an d  ligh t 

ig n o ra n c e  if  i t  re s u l ts  f r o m  n e g l ig e n c e  w h ic h  is  n ot  se r io u s .

c) B y  re a s o n  o f  i t s  subject, ig n o ra n c e  m a y  b e  inv inc ib le o r  

vincible.

Inv inc ib le  ignorance is ig n o ra n c e  w h ic h  c a n n o t  b e  re m o v e d  

b y  th e  e x e rc ise  o f m o ra l  d i l ig e n c e . M o ra l  d i l ig e n c e is  s u c h  

d il ig en ce  a s  p r u d e n t  p e rs o n s ,  in  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f th e  g r a v i ty  

o f th e  m a t te r ,  a r e  w o n t to  u se  in  s im i la r  c i r c u m s tan c e s .  I n -
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v in c ib le  ig n o ra n c e  is  n o t  v o lu n ta r y ,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  is e i th e r  

a n te c e d e n t  o r  c o n c o m i ta n t .

V inc ib le  ignorance is  ig n o ra n c e  w h ic h  c a n  a n d  o u g h t  to  b e  

o v e rc o m e  b y  th e  e x e rc ise  o f m o ra l  d i l ig e n c e . T h r e e  c o n d i

t i o n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  v in c ib le  ig n o ra n c e :

1° d o u b t  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  m a t te r  o f w h ic h  k n o w le d g e  is 

la c k in g ; 2 °  a d v e r te n c e  to  th e  o b l ig a t io n  o f se e k in g e n l ig h te n 

m e n t ;  3 °  n e g le c t  in  se e k in g  e n l ig h te n m e n t .

3 0 I n  the ligh t o f  the fo rego ing  exp lana tions, w e  s h a l l  n o w  

p ro v e  th e  p ro p o s i t io n s  w h ic h  fo llo w .

1) A n tec iden t ignorance causes invo lun ta r iness.

A n  a c t  w h ic h  re s u l ts  f r o m  a n te c e d e n t  ig n o ra n c e  n o t  o n ly  is 

n o t  w il le d , —  a  v o lu n ta r y  a c t  p re s u p p o se s  k n o w le d g e, —  b u t  

is  c o n t r a r y  t o  th e  in c l in a t io n  o f t h e  w ill. T h e re fore  a n te c e d e n t  

ig n o ra n c e  c a u se s  in v o lu n ta r in e s s .

2) C oncom itan t ignorance causes neither vo lun ta r iness nor 

in vo lun ta r iness, but non-vo lun tar iness.

F irs t  p a r t .—  A n  a c t  w h ic h  is  d o n e  w i th  c o n c o m i ta n t  

ig n o ra n c e  is  n o t  d o n e  w i th  t h e  k n o w le d g e  r e q u i r e d  fo r  v o lu n 

ta r in e s s .

S eco n d  p a r t .—  A n  a c t  w h ic h  is  d o n e  w i th  c o n c o m i ta n t  

ig n o ra n c e  is  n o t  c o n t r a r y  t o  th e  in c l in a t io n  o f  t h e w ill.

T h ird  p a r t . —  A n  a c t  w h ic h  is  d o n e  w i th  c o n c o m i ta n t  

ig n o ra n c e ,  th o u g h  n o t  c o n t r a r y  to  th e  in c l in a t io n  of t h e  w il l, is  

n o t  d o n e  w i th  t h e  k n o w le d g e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  v o lu n ta r ine s s .

3 ) Consequent ignorance does not take aw ay vo lun tar iness, 

but lessens it, i f  it  is  not affected.

F irs t  p a r t . —  A n  a c t  w h ic h  is th e  e f fe c t  o f  w il le d  ig n o ra n c e  

is  v o lu n ta r y :  h e  w h o  w ish es  th e  c a u s e  w ish e s  t h e  e ffe c t . B u t  

a n  a c t  w h ic h  is  d o n e  b e c a u se  o f c o n s e q u e n t  ig n o ra n ce  is  th e  

e f fe c t  o f  w il le d  ig n o ra n c e .  T h e re fo re  a n  a c t  w h ic h  is  th e  e f fe c t
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o f c o n s e q u e n t  ig n o ra n c e  is  v o lu n ta r y ,  i .e .,  c o n s e q ue n t  ig n o ra n c e  

d o e s n o t  ta k e  a w a y  v o lu n ta r in e s s .

S eco n d  p a r t .—  A n  a c t  w h ic h  is  d o n e  b e c a u s e  o f  c o n s e q u e n t  

ig n o ra n c e  is  to  so m e  e x te n t  c o n t r a r y  to  th e  in c l in at io n  o f  th e  

w il l :  i t  is  su p p o se d  t h a t  th e  a g e n t  w o u ld  n o t  p e r f orm  th e  a c t  

i f  h e  h a d  k n o w le d g e  o f i t .

T h ird  p a r t . —  I f  ig n o ra n c e  is  d i r e c t l y  w il le d , i .e .,  is  a f f e c t

e d , i t  is  a  m a n i f e s ta t io n  o f  t h e  in c l in a t io n  o f t h e a g e n t  t o  th e  

a c t  p e r fo rm e d  b e c a u se  o f  i t .



A R T I C L E  I I I

E L I C I T E D  A N D  C O M M A N D E D  A C T S  O F  T H E  W I L L

855. E lic i ted  a n d  c o m m a n d e d  a c ts  o f th e  w il l.—  A
h u m a n  a c t  is  a n  a c t  w h ic h  p ro c e e d s  f r o m  m a n ’s f r e e  w ill, a n d  

th e re fo re  is  a n  a c t  w h ic h  c a n  p ro c e e d  im m e d ia te ly  fr o m  th e  f ree  

w il l,  a s  th e  a c t  o f lo v in g  o r  h a t in g ,  o r  m e d ia te ly , i .e .,  b y  m e a n s  

o f so m e  p o w e r  u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f t h e  w il l,  a s  th e a c t  o f 

s tu d y in g  o r  w a lk in g . H e n c e  w e m a k e  a  d is t in c t io n  b etw e e n  

e l i c i te d  a c ts  a n d  c o m m a n d e d  a c ts  o f t h e  w ill.

A n  elic ited a c t  o f t h e  w il l is  a n  a c t  w h ic h  p ro c e e d s  im m e 

d ia te ly  f r o m  th e  w i ll ;  v .g ., t h e  a c t  o f lo v in g .

A  com m anded a c t  o f t h e  w il l is  a n  a c t  w h ic h  p ro c e e d s  f r o m  

th e  w il l b y  m e a n s  o f so m e  o th e r  p o w e r , i .e . ,  a n  a c t w h ic h  p r o 

c e e d s  f r o m  a  p o w e r  u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f t h e  w i ll ;  v.g . ,  t h e  

a c t  o f  w a lk in g .

856. E n u m er a t io n  o f th e  a c ts  e lic i te d  by  th e  w il l.—
T h e  a c ts  e l ic i te d  b y  t h e  w ill a re  s ix  in  n u m b e r :  t hr e e  a r e  c o n 

c e r n e d  w i th  th e  e n d , a n d  th r e e  w ith  th e  m e a n s . T h e y a r e  th e  

fo l lo w in g . 1

1. Concerned w ith  the end, in  a s  m u c h  a s  th e  w il l:

a) te n d s  to  t h e  e n d  a bso lu te ly. . . .. . . .. .s im p le  v o l i t i o n

b) rests in  t h e  e n d... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .e n jo y m e n t  ( f ru i t io n )

c) te n d s  to  th e  e n d  as a tta inab le by m eans . .  . i n te n t io n

2. Concerned w ith  the m eans, in a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  w il l :

a) w il ls  m e a n s  ab so lu te ly. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .c o n s e n t

b) w ills  one m e a n s  in  p re fe re n c e  t o  o t h e r s . .  . e le c t io n

c) app lies t h e  m e a n s  t o  th e  e n d ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . u se
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S in c e  th e  a p p e t i t e  fo l lo w s  k n o w le d g e , th e  a c t  o f t he  in 

te l le c t  w h ic h  d ir e c ts  th e  w il l a n d  m o v e s  i t  o b je c t iv e ly  p re c e d e s  

th e  a c ts  o f  t h e  w ill. T h e re fo re  th e r e  a r e  twelve p a r t i a l  m o v e 

m e n ts ,  o f w h ic h  s ix  a r e  a c ts  o f  t h e  i n te l le c t  a n d  six  a c ts  o f t h e  

w ill, w h ic h  c o n s t i t u te  th e  i n te g r i t y  o f a  p e r f e c t  or  c o m p le te  

h u m a n  a c t .

T h e s e  p a r t i a l  m o v e m e n ts  a r e  a lw a y s  f o u n d  in  th e  p roc e ss  

o f a  c o m p le te  h u m a n  a c t ,  b u t  s o m e t im e s  m o re  o r  less e x p l i c i t y ;  

a n d , w h e n  th e y  t a k e  p la c e  a n d  su c c e e d  e a c h  o th e r  s ud d e n ly ,  

o f te n  t h e y  c a n  sc a rc e ly  b e  d is t in g u is h e d  b y  th e  a g en t  i ts e l f .  

T h e  fo l lo w in g  is a n  o u t l in e  o f  t h e  p a r t i a l  a c ts  o f w h ic h  w e h a v e  

ju s t  sp o k e n .

A c ts  o f  th e  in te lle c t  A c t o f  th e  w il l
I

O rder o f  in te n t io n  

1 . C o ncerned  w ith  the en d

1. S im p le  a p p r eh en s io n  o f  g o o d  2 . S im p le  v o l i t io n  of  g o o d
3 . J u d g m e n t  p ro p o s in g  th e  en d  4 . I n te n t io n  o f  th e  en d

2 . C oncerned w ith  the m eans

5 . C o u n se l 6 . C o n se n t
7 . L a s t  p ra c t ic a l  j u d g m e n t  8 . E le c t io n

I I

O rder o f  e x e c u t io n

9 . C o m m a n d  1 0 , A c t iv e  u se
11. P a s s iv e  u se  1 2 . E n jo y m e n t

W e  sh a l l  a d d  a  fe w  w o rd s  o f e x p la n a t io n  o n  e a c h  o f th e s e  

p a r t i a l  a c ts .

a) S im p le  apprehension h a s  b e e n  su f f ic ie n t ly  t r e a t e d  in  

L o g ic .

b) S im p le  vo lition is  t h e  s im p le  c o m p la c e n c e  o f th e  w ill 

in  th e  g o o d  p r e s e n te d  b y  t h e  in te l le c t .

I n  t h e  o rd e r  o f  k n o w le d g e , t h e  a c t  o f  t h e  in te l le c t w h ic h  

d e a ls  w i th  t r u t h  in  a n  a b s o lu te  m a n n e r ,  i .e . ,  w i th ou t  d is c o u rse ,



6 8 M O N A S T I C S

is c a l le d  app rehension ; a n d ,  in  th e  a p p e t i t i v e  o rd e r ,  t h e  s im p le  

m o v e m e n t  o f t h e  w ill to w a rd s  g o o d  in  a n  a b s o lu te  m an n e r ,  i .e .,  

w i th o u t  r e la t io n  to  m e a n s , is  c a l le d  vo lition (*).

F in a l l y ,  s im p le  v o l i t i o n  fo l lo w s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f t h e  o b je c t  

p ro p o s e d  b y  t h e  in te l le c t .  I f  t h e  o b je c t  is  g o o d , th e  v o l i t io n ,  

i .e ., t h e  m o v e m e n t,  w ill b e  a  te n d e n c y ,  a s  lo v e  o r  d e s ir e ;  if  t h e  

o b je c t  is  e v i l,  t h e  m o v e m e n t w ill b e  a  f l ig h t  o r  a  r e p u ls io n ,  a s  

fe a r.

c) The ju d g m en t p roposing  the end is  t h e  a c t  o f  t h e  in te l le c t  

b y  w h ic h  t h e  e n d  is p ro p o se d  a s  w o r th y  o f b e in g  s o ug h t  in  a n  

e f f ic a c io u s  m a n n e r .  I n  th e  ju d g m e n t  p ro p o s in g  th e  en d  is 

te r m in a te d  th e  o p e ra t io n  b y  w h ic h  th e  in te l le c t  g ive s  g r e a te r  

c o n s id e ra t io n  t o  th e  g o o d  w h ic h  is th e  o b je c t  o f  s im p le  v o l i t i o n ,  

in v e s t ig a te s  i t s  e x c e lle n c e , a n d  le a rn s  t h e  p o s s ib il i t y  o f i t s  

a t ta in m e n t .

d) In te n tio n is d e f in e d : th e  e f f ic a c io u s  d e s ir e  o f a t t a i n 

in g  th e  e n d  b y  th e  m e a n s . I n  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is  e f f ica c io u s , th e  

in te n t io n  is c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  e n d  a s  a t t a i n a b le  by  th e  m e a n s , 

a n d  th u s  i t  d i f fe rs  f r o m  th e  s im p le  v o l i t io n  o f t h e e n d , w h ic h  

is  o n ly  velleity, a n d  is  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  e n d  in  a n  a b s o lu te  

m a n n e r .

e) C ounsel is  d e f in e d : th e  in q u i r y ,  i .e .,  t h e  d e l ib e ra t io n ,  

c o n c e rn in g  t h e  c h o ic e  o f t h e  m e a n s . C o u n se l  a p p e r tain s  to  th e  

p r a c t i c a l  in te l le c t ,  a n d  h e n c e  d o e s  n o t  c o n s is t  in  a  s in g le  s im p le  

a c t ,  b u t  o f te n  c o m p r is e s  a  n u m b e r  o f d i s t i n c t  a c ts .

/ )  C onsent, in  i t s  p r e s e n t  m e a n in g , is  d e f in e d : th e  sp ec ia l  

a c t  o f th e  w il l c o n c e rn in g  th e  m e a n s  w h ic h  r e a s o n  pro p o s e s  a n d  

ju d g e s  to  b e  s u i ta b le .  S o m e t im e s  c o n s e n t  is  u se d  to s ig n i fy  

a n y  a c t  b y  w h ic h  th e  w ill a c c e p ts  th e  g o o d  p ro p o s e d to  i t ;  v .g .,  

s in  is sa id  to  b e  c o m p le te d  b y  c o n se n t.

g) L a s t p ractica l jud g m en t, i .e . ,  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f c o u n se l , 

is  t h e  a c t  b y  w h ic h  re a so n , a f te r  h a v in g  d e l ib e r a ted  c o n c e rn in g  

t h e  v a r io u s  m e a n s  p r e s e n te d  to  i t ,  r e a c h e s  a  c o n c lus io n  a s  t o  th e  

c h o ic e  o f t h e  d e te r m in a te  m e a n s  m o s t s u i te d  f o r  t h e a t t a i n 

m e n t  o f t h e  e n d . 1

(1 )  I  I I ,  q q . 8 -1 0
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h) E lec tion is  d e f in e d :  th e  d is c r e e t a c c e p ta n c e  o f o n e  th in g  

(m e a n s )  in  p re fe re n c e  to  a n o th e r .  E le c t io n  d if fe rs  f r o m  c o n 

s e n t.  I n  e a c h  o f th e s e  a c ts ,  t h e  a p p e t i t e  is  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  

m e a n s  d e s t in e d  f o r  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  e n d : in  c on s e n t ,  i t  is 

c o n c e rn e d  w i th  m e a n s  in  g e n e ra l , i .e . ,  w i th o u t  d is cr im in a t io n ;  

b u t , in  e le c t io n ,  w i th  t h a t  d e te r m in a te  m e a n s  w h ic h is  p re fe ra b le  

to  a l l  o th e rs . H e n c e ,  w h e n  n u m e ro u s  m e a n s  a re  p ro p os e d  to  

th e  w ill, c o n s e n t  p re c e d e s  e le c t io n ; b u t ,  i f  o n ly  on e  m e a n s  is 

p ro p o se d  to  i t ,  c o n s e n t  a n d  e le c t io n  d o  n o t  d i f fe r  in  r e a l i t y ,  b u t  a re  

o n ly  lo g ic a lly  d is t in c t  : c o n s e n t  h a s  re fe re n c e  to  m e a n s  s u i ta b le  

fo r  a c t io n ,  a n d  e le c t io n  to  m e a n s  w h ic h  a r e  p r e f e r re d  to  th o s e  

w h ic h  a r e  n o t  s u i ta b le  (1).

i)  C om m and is t h e  a c t  o f  t h e  in te l le c t  b y  w h ic h  a  m a n  is 

d ir e c te d ,  b y  a  c e r ta in  m o t io n  o f  i n t im a t io n ,  to  d o  s o m e th in g  (1 2).

j )  U se, in  g e n e ra l ,  is d e f in e d : th e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f th e  th in g  

to  o p e ra t io n .  I t  is o f tw o  k in d s :  a c t i v e  u se  a n d  p ass iv e  u se .

A ctive  use is t h e  a p p l i c a t io n  c o n s id e re d  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  

p o w e r  a p p ly in g , a n d  is  a n  a c t  o f t h e  w il l, to  w h ic h th e  a p p l i c a 

t io n  o f t h e  o th e r  p o w e rs  a p p e r ta in s .

A c t iv e  u se  d if fe rs  f r o m  e le c t io n : e le c t io n  b e lo n g s  to  th e  

o rd e r  o f in te n t io n ,  a n d  is d i r e c te d  b y  th e  s e c o n d  pa r t  o f  c o u n se l , 

i .e .,  b y  th e  l a s t  p r a c t i c a l  j u d g m e n t ,  w h e re a s  u s e  be lo n g s  to  th e  

o rd e r  o f e x e c u t io n , a n d  is d i r e c te d  b y  c o m m a n d .

P assive use is th e  a p p l i c a t io n  c o n s id e re d  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f t h e  

p o w e r  a p p l ie d . I t  b e lo n g s  t o  a n y  p o w e r , a n d  is  n o t  o n e  s im p le  

a c t ,  b u t  o f te n  c o m p r ise s  se v e ra l  a c ts  o f d i f f e r e n t p o w e rs , w h ic h  

m u s t  m a k e  u se  o f th e  w h o le  se r ie s  o f m e a n s .

h) E n jo ym e n t is d e f in e d :  r e s t  in  th e  g o o d  p o s se sse d , i .e ., 

th e  h a p p y  p o sse ss io n  o f a n d  d e l ig h t  in  th e  e n d  a t t ai n e d .

857. N e cess ity  o f c o m m a n d .— 1° P re lim in a r ies .— S u a re z , 

V a sq u e z , a n d  o th e rs  a f f i rm  t h a t  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f th e w ill w h ic h  

re s u l ts  f r o m  e le c t io n  is  su f f ic ie n t f o r  t h e  t r a n s i ti o n  f r o m  th e  

o rd e r  o f in te n t io n  to  th e  o rd e r  o f  e x e c u t io n .  H e n c e t h e y  d o

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 1 5 , a . 3 , a d  3 .
(2 ) I - I I ,  q . 17 , a . 2.
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n o t  in c lu d e  c o m m a n d  a n d  a c t i v e  u se  a m o n g  th e  in te g ra n t  p a r t s  

o f t h e  c o m p le te  a c t  o f t h e  w ill.

A ll T h o m is ts  a n d  m a n y  o th e rs  a f f i rm  th e  n e c e s s i ty  of c o m 

m a n d  f r o m  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f a c t i v e  u se .

2 °  P ro o f o f  the T hom istic  o p in io n.—  E v e r y  s p e c ia l  a c t  o f  

t h e  w ill is  g o v e rn e d  b y  a  p re v io u s  s p e c ia l  a c t  o f th e  in te l le c t .  

B u t  a c t i v e  u se  is  a  s p e c ia l  a c t  o f t h e  w il l  d i s t i n ct  f r o m  e le c t io n . 

T h e re fo re  th e r e  is  a  sp e c ia l  a c t  o f th e  in te l le c t ,  c a l le d  c o m m a n d ,  

w h ic h  p re c e d e s  a n d  g o v e rn s  a c t i v e  u se .

T h e  m ajo r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  s u b o r d in a t io n  o f  t h e  w il l to  

th e  in te l le c t .

M in o r .— A c ts  a re  d is t in g u is h e d  b y  f o r m a l l y  d i s t i n c t  o b 

je c ts . B u t  th e  o b je c t  o f e le c t io n  a n d  t h e  o b je c t  o f a c t i v e  u s e  

a r e  f o r m a l l y  d i s t i n c t :  b o th  h a v e  th e  s a m e  m a te r ia l  o b je c t ,  i .e .,  

m e a n s ; b u t  e le c t io n  is c o n c e rn e d  w ith  m e a n s  in  th e  o rd e r  o f  

i n te n t io n ,  i .e .,  a s  i t  e x is ts  in  th e  f u tu r e ,  w h e re as  a c t i v e  is  c o n 

c e r n e d  w i th  m e a n s  in  th e  o rd e r  o f e x e c u t io n , i .e ., a s  i t  e x is ts  in  

th e  p r e s e n t  a n d  m u s t  b e  a p p l ie d  in  t h e  p r e s e n t .  T h ere fo re  

a c t i v e  u se  is  a  sp e c ia l  a c t  o f th e  w ill d i s t i n c t  f ro m  e le c t io n .

858. R e la t io n  o f c o m m a n d  to  th e  in te l le c t  an d  w il l.
1 °  C o m m a n d , c o n s id e re d  e i th e r  a s  t h e  a c t  b y  w h ic h  a m a n  

c o m m a n d s  h im se lf  o r  a s  t h e  a c t  b y  w h ic h  h e  c o m m a n d s o th e r  

m e n , a p p e r ta in s  to  b o th  t h e  in te l le c t  a n d  w ill. F o r th r e e  

e le m e n ts  a re  f o u n d  in  th e  a c t  o f  c o m m a n d  : th e  d i r ec t in g  

o f  so m e o n e  to  d o  so m e th in g , i n t im a t io n ,  a n d  m o v e m e nt.  T h u s  

in  th e  c o m m a n d  : T hou  sha ll love God, a )  a  p e rs o n  is  d i r e c te d  

to  lo v e  G o d ; b )  th is  is in t im a te d  to  h im ;  c ) a n d  the  p e rs o n  

c o m m a n d e d  is  m o v e d  b y  t h e  p e rs o n  c o m m a n d in g .

B u t  a) t h e  a c t  o f  d i r e c t in g  a p p e r ta in s  to  th e  in te l le c t ,  fo r  

i t  im p l ie s  t h e  c o m p a r in g  o f o n e  th in g  w i th  a n o th e r , w h ic h  is 

p r o p e r ly  a n  a c t  o f re a s o n ; b) s im i la r l y , in t im a t io n  a p p e r ta in s  

t o  th e  in te l le c t ,  s in c e  i t  is  a n  a c t  b y  w h ic h  th e  re a so n  o f o n e  

p e rs o n  d i r e c ts  th e  re a s o n  o f a n o th e r  p e rs o n ;  c) m o ve m e n t ,  

h o w e v e r , a p p e r ta in s  t o  th e  w ill : t h e  w il l  m o v e s  the  o th e r  

p o w e rs  o f  t h e  so u l  in  r e s p e c t  to  th e  e x e rc ise  o f  t he i r  a c ts ,  b e -
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c a u se  th e  w il l, in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  i n te n d s  u n iv e rs a l  g o o d , p u r 

su es  m a n ’s  t o ta l  g o o d  ( 1).

H e n c e  i t  is e v id e n t  t h a t  c o m m a n d  a p p e r ta in s  to  b o th th e  

in te l le c t  a n d  w ill.

2 °  T h e r e  is  d iv e r s i t y  o f  o p in io n  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  ma n n e r  

in  w h ic h  c o m m a n d  a p p e r ta in s  to  th e  in te l le c t  a n d  w il l :  S u a re z  

id e n t i f ie s  c o m m a n d  w i th  e le c t io n , a n d  th e r e f o r e  m a in ta in s  

t h a t  c o m m a n d  is  e s s e n t ia l ly  a n  a c t  o f t h e  w il l , w h ere a s  S t. 

T h o m a s  h o ld s  t h a t  i t  is e s s e n t ia l ly  a n  a c t  o f th e  in te l le c t ,  w h ic h , 

h o w e v e r , p r e s u p p o se s  a n  a c t  o f th e  w il l (1 2) . S in ce  la w  is  a  

k in d  o f  c o m m a n d , S u a re z  a f f i rm s  t h a t  i t  a p p e r ta in s  to  th e  

w ill, w h e re a s  S t. T h o m a s  h o ld s  t h a t  i t  a p p e r ta in s  es s e n t ia l ly  

to  th e  in te l le c t .

T h a t  c o m m a n d  a p p e r ta in s  e s s e n t ia l ly  to  th e  in te l le ct  is  

e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  f a c t  t h a t  c o m m a n d  p ro c e e d s  f ro m  the  w ill a s  

f ro m  a  s u p e r io r  p o w e r , a n d  f r o m  th e  in te l le c t  a s  f ro m  a n  i n 

fe r io r  p o w e r :  fo r  c o m m a n d  b e lo n g s  to  th e  o rd e r  o f ex e c u t io n , 

in  w h ic h  o rd e r  t h e  w il l  is  t h e  s u p e r io r  p o w e r , fo r  i t  is  t h e  f i r s t  

m o v e r . B u t ,  w h e n  a n  a c t  p ro c e e d s  f r o m  tw o  p o w e rs , on e  o f 

w h ic h  is s u b o r d in a te  to  t h e  o th e r ,  i t  b e lo n g s  e s s e nt ia l ly  to  th e  

in fe r io r  p o w e r  ; th u s ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  th e  a c t  o f w r i tin g  p ro c e e d s  

f ro m  th e  h a n d  a n d  f r o m  th e  w il l , b u t ,  e v e n  th o u g h  it  p ro c e e d s  

f ro m  th e  w il l a s  f r o m  th e  s u p e r io r  p o w e r , i t  b e lo n gs  e sse n 

t ia l l y  to  th e  h a n d .  H e n c e  i t  is e v id e n t  t h a t  c o m m a nd  is 

e sse n t ia l ly  a n  a c t  o f t h e  in te l le c t .

T h e re fo re  c o m m a n d  is e s s e n t ia l l y  a n  a c t  o f  d i r e c t ing  b y  

in t im a t io n ,  w h ic h  is c a p a b le ,  in  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  p r e vio u s  e le c t io n  

o f th e  w ill w h ic h  v i r t u a l l y  r e m a in s ,  o f m o v in g  ( th e p o w e r)  

to  th e  e x e c u t io n  o f w h a t  is i n t im a te d  b y  t h e  a c t  o f d i r e c t in g  (3) . 

I t  is in  th is  sen se  t h a t  i t  p re s u p p o se s  a n  a c t  o f th e  w ill.

859. R e la t io n  b e tw e en  c o m m a n d  a n d  th e  co m m a n d e d 
a c t.—  1° C o m m a n d  a n d  t h e  c o m m a n d e d  a c t ,  c o n s id e re d  in  

a n  a b s o lu te  m a n n e r ,  a r e  in  th e m s e lv e s  tw o  d i s t i n c t  a c ts ,  fo r

(1) I - I I ,  q .  9 , a . 1.
(2) I - I Ï ,  q .  1 7 , a. 1.
(3 ) I - I I ,  q .  1 7 , a. 1 .—  Ca j e t  a n u s, s u p r a  eu m d em  a r t ic u lu m .
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t h e y  a p p e r ta i n  t o  d i f f e r e n t p o w e rs . M o re o v e r ,  c o m m an d  

p re s u p p o s e s  a t  le a s t  tw o  a c ts ,  n a m e ly ,  a n  a c t  o f  t he  w il l  a n d  

a n  a c t  o f  re a s o n , a n d  q u i te  o f te n  th e  c o m m a n d e d  a c t is  c o m 

p o se d  o f m a n y  d i s t i n c t  a c ts .

2 °  C o m m a n d  a n d  th e  c o m m a n d e d  a c t ,  c o n s id e re d  u n d e r  

t h e  a s p e c t  o f  h u m a n  a c t ,  fo rm  o n ly  o n e  h u m a n  a c t .  Fo r  th e  

c o m m a n d e d  a c t  p ro c e e d s  f r o m  th e  c o m m a n d e d  p o w e r , w hic h  

p o w e r  is  m o v e d  b y  re a so n  a n d  th e  w ill. H e n c e  th e  c om 

m a n d e d  p o w e r  is  th e  in s t r u m e n ta l  c a u s e  o f t h e  c o m m an d e d  

a c t ,  a n d  re a s o n  a n d  th e  w ill, in  v i r t u e  o f w h ic h  the  c o m m a n d e d  

p o w e r  a c ts ,  a r e  i t s  p r in c ip a l  c a u se . B u t  th e  a c t  o f t h e  i n s t r u 

m e n ta l  c a u s e  a n d  th e  a c t  o f t h e  p r in c ip a l  c a u s e  a s  s u c h  a re  

o n e  a n d  th e  sa m e  a c t ,  i .e ., t h e  a c t  o f t h e  m o v e r  a nd  th e  a c t  

o f  t h e  th in g  m o v e d  a s  s u c h  a re  o n e  a n d  th e  s a m e  a c t.



B O O K  I I I

H u m an  acts in  th e ir  m ora l 
aspect

P ro lo gu e .—  W e  t u r n  n o w  f r o m  th e  s tu d y  o f h u m a n  a c ts  

in  th e i r  p sy c h o lo g ic a l  a s p e c t  to  th e  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f th e m  in  

th e i r  m o ra l  a s p e c t.  F i r s t ,  w e  s h a l l  d is c u ss  m o r a l i ty  ; a n d ,  

se c o n d ly , t h e  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  m o r a l i t y .  H e n c e  th e r e w ill 

b e  tw o  c h a p te r s  in  th is  b o o k .

C h a p te r  I .  M o r a l i t y .

C h a p te r  I I .  C o n s e q u e n c e s  o f m o r a l i ty .
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P ro lo g u e .—  F i r s t ,  w e  s h a l l  d e a l  w i th  m o r a l i t y  in  g e n e r a l ;  

se c o n d ly , w i th  th e  e x is te n c e  o f g o o d  a n d  e v il  in  h um a n  a c ts  ; 

t h i r d l y ,  w i th  e s s e n t ia l ly  g o o d  a n d  e s s e n t ia l ly  e v i l h u m a n  a c ts  ; 

f o u r th l y ,  w i th  t h e  r u le  o f m o r a l i t y  ; f i f th ly , w i th th e  so u rc e s  

o f  m o r a l i ty ,  i .e ., w i th  th e  e le m e n ts  b y  w h ic h  a  h u ma n  a c t  is 

c o n s t i t u te d  m o ra l l y  g o o d  o r  m o ra l l y  e v i l.  H e n c e  th er e  w il l 

b e  f iv e  a r t i c le s  in  th is  c h a p te r .

M o r a li t y  in  genera l
N o t io n  o f m o r a li ty
F o rm a l c o n s t i t u e n t  o f  m o r a l i ty
D iv is io n  o f  m o r a li ty

G o o d n ess a n d  e v i l  o f  a c ts

S ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e st io n 
O p in io n s
T h es is :  S o m e h u m a n  a c ts  a re m o r a lly  g o o d , 

a n d  o th e r s  a re  m o ra lly  e v i l
S c h o lia
D if f ic u l ty

I n tr in s ic a l ly  g o o d  a n d  in tr in 
s ic a l ly  e v i l  h u m a n  a c ts

S ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e st io n 
O p in io n s
T h es is :  S o m e a c t io n s  a re in t r in s ic a l ly  g o o d 

a n d  o th e r s  a re in tr in s ic a l ly  e v i l , 
in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  a n y  w il l,  h u m a n 
or d iv in e

{Scholia
D if f ic u l t y

R u le  o f  m o r a li ty

S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n 
O p in io n s
T h es is :  T h e  p ro x im a te  ru le  o f  m o r a li ty  is 

r ig h t  re a so n , a n d  i t s  re m o te  ru le 
is  th e  e te r n a l la w 

T h e  e s se n t ia l o rd er  o f  th in g s , h u m a n  n a tu re , 
a n d  th e  u l t im a te  en d  m a y  b e  c a l le d  th e 
fu n d a m e n ta l ru les o f  m o r a li ty  

D if f ic u l ty
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N o t io n  a n d  d iv is io n  o f th e  so u rc es o f  m o 
r a l i t y

T h e  p r im a ry  g o o d n e ss  or  e v i l  o f  a  h u m a n 
a c t  is  d e r iv e d  from  i t s  o b je c t 

'H u m a n  a c ts  d e r iv e  a  ce r ta in  m o r a li ty  f rom  
t h e ir  c i r c u m s ta n c e s 

M o r a l c i r c u m s ta n c e s  so m e t im e s  in c r ea se  or 
le ss e n  th e  g o o d n e ss  or  e v i l  o f  a n  a c t 
w ith o u t  ch a n g in g  t h e  sp ec ie s o f  i t s  m o 
r a l it y

M o ra l c i r c u m sta n c es  so m e t im e s g iv e  a n  a c t 
a n  e s s e n t ia l  o r  a c c id e n ta l sp e c ie s  in  t h e 
g e n u s o f  m o r a l i ty 

T h e  m o r a l i ty  o f  h u m a n  a c ts  is  d e p e n d e n t  in 
a sp ec ia l w a y  u p o n  t h e  en d 

H u m a n  a c ts  co n s id e r ed  in  t h e  a b s t r a c t  can 
h e  m o r a lly  in d i f fe r e n t,  b u t ,  co n s id e red 
in  th e  c o n c r e te , m u s t  b e  m o ra lly  g o o d  o r 
m o r a lly  ev i l
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860. N o t io n  o f m o r a l i ty .—  1° M o r a l i t y ,  in  g e n e ra l ,  m a y  

b e  d e sc r ib e d  : the p roperty  in  v ir tue o f w hich h u m a n  acts are 

good or evil in  a specia l w ay. F o r ,  s in c e  h u m a n  a c ts  a r e  d e s 

t in e d  f o r  a n  e n d , t h e y  a re  g o o d  o r  e v i l in  r e la t io n t o  t h e i r  e n d  ; 

b u t ,  s in c e  t h e y  a re  d i r e c te d  t o  t h e i r  e n d  in  a  sp e cia l  w a y  in  

a s  m u c h  a s  m a n  f r e e ly  m o v e s  to  a n  e n d , t h e y  a r e  g o od  o r  e v il  

in  a  sp e c ia l  way«

2 °  T h e  p r in c ip le  w h ic h  d i r e c ts  f r e e  a c ts  t o  t h e i r  en d  is 

re a so n . F o r  a  f r e e  a c t  is  d o n e  f o r  a n  e n d  in  a s  m u ch  a s  re a so n , 

a p p r e h e n d in g  th e  e n d  a n d  th e  m e a n s  o f a t t a i n i n g  i t , d i r e c ts  

i t  to  th e  e n d  in  th e  m a n n e r  p r o p e r  t o  i t .  I f  re a s o n is  r ig h t ,  

i .e .,  if i t  a p p r e h e n d s  a  r ig h t  e n d  a n d  c o r r e c t ly  d ir e c ts  th e  m e a n s  

t o  i t ,  t h e  f re e  a c t  is  g o o d  ; if, h o w e v e r , i t  d i r e cts  th e  a c t  t o  a  

w ro n g  e n d , o r  d o e s  n o t  c o r re c t ly  d i r e c t  t h e  m e a n s  to  t h e  e n d , 

t h e  f re e  a c t  is e v i l .  H e n c e  m o r a l i ty  m a y  b e  d e f in e d : the con

fo r m ity  or d iscon fo rm ity  o f  a h um an  act w ith  r igh t reason, w hich 

is  its  ru le.

N o t e .—  H e n c e , if  l i b e r t y  is  ta k e n  a w a y , m o r a l i t y  is  im 

p o ss ib le . T h e re fo re  th e r e  c a n  b e  n o  m o ra l  a c ts  w h ich  a re  n o t  

f re e  ; a n d  u n te n a b le  is th e  te a c h in g  o f th o s e  w h o  ho ld  t h a t  

m o r a l i t y  r e s u l ts  f r o m  sociab ility , n o t  f r o m  l ib e r ty .

861. F o rm a l c o n s t i tu e n t  o f  m o ra li ty . —  1° P re lim 

in a r ie s.—  a) T h e  fo rm a l c o n s t i t u e n t  o f m o r a l i t y  is  th e  f i rs t  

e s s e n t ia l  c o n s t i t u e n t  o f th e  sp e c ia l  g o o d n e ss  o r  e vi l  o f a  m o ra l  

a c t .

b) S o m e  h o ld  t h a t  th e  fo rm a l c o n s t i t u e n t  o f m o r a l i t y 

c o n s is ts  in  l i b e r t y  (a n  o p in io n  a s c r ib e d  to  S c o tu s ),  o th e r s  in
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im p u ta b i l i t y  (P u f e n d o r f ) ,  o th e r s  in  t h e  ex tr ins ic d e n o m in a t io n  

o f a  h u m a n  a c t  (S u a re z ) ,  o th e r s  in  a  r e la t io n  o f  rea s o n  (V a s-  

q u e z ) , a n d  o th e r s  in  a  p r e d ic a m e n ta l  r e la t io n .  A ll T h o m is ts  

te a c h  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  f o r m a l l y  c o n s is ts  in  th e  t r a n s ce n d e n ta l  

re la t io n  o f  a  f re e  a c t  to  i t s  o b je c t  a s  in  c o n fo rm ity  o r  d is c o n -  

f o r m i ty  w i th  th e  ru le s  o f m o ra ls ,  i .e .,  w i th  r i g h t  re a s o n  a n d  

th e  e te r n a l  la w .

2 °  P ro o f o f  the T ho m istic  op in io n .

The fo rm a l constituen t o f  m o ra li ty  consists in  the transcen 

denta l re la tion o f  a hu m a n  act to an  object as in  con fo rm ity  or 

d iscon fo rm ity  w ith  the ru les o f  m orals.

1) A  m o ra l  a c t  is f o r m a l l y  c o n s t i t u te d  b y  i t s  t r a n sc e n  

d e n ta l  r e la t io n  to  a  m o ra l  o b je c t .  B u t  a n  o b je c t  is m o ra l  in  

a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is  s u b je c t  t o  t h e  ru le s  o f  m o ra ls . T he re fo re  th e  

fo rm a l c o n s t i t u e n t  o f  m o r a l i t y  c o n s is ts  in  th e  t r a ns c e n d e n ta l  

re la t io n  o f  a  h u m a n  a c t  t o  a n  o b je c t  a s  in  c o n fo rm ity  o r  d is 

c o n fo rm it y  w i th  th e  ru le s  o f m o ra ls .

M a jo r .—  E v e r y  a c t  is  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l l y  r e la te d  t o  i t s  o b 

je c t .

T h e  m ino r is  s e l f - e v id e n t.

2 ) M o r a l i t y  f o r m a l l y  c o n s is ts  in  th e  o rd e r  w h ic h  rea s o n  

e s ta b l is h e s  in  h u m a n  a c ts . B u t  t h i s  o rd e r  is th e  t ra n s c e n 

d e n ta l  o rd e r , i .e .,  r e la t io n ,  w h ic h  a  h u m a n  a c t  h a s to  i t s  o b je c t  

a s  s u b je c t  to  th e  ru le s  o f  m o ra ls . T h e re fo re .

M a jo r .—  A  sp e c ia l  g o o d n e ss  o r  e v i l  is  f o u n d  in  a  h u m a n  

a c t  b e c a u s e  i t  is d i r e c te d  in  a  s p e c ia l  w a y  to  i t s  e n d  b y  re a so n .

M in o r .—  T h is  o rd e r  is  th e  in t r in s ic  te n d e n c y  o f a  h u m a n  

a c t  to  a n  o b je c t  a s  m o ra l , i .e .,  a s  in  c o n fo rm i ty  or  d is c o n fo rm -  

il y  w i th  th e  ru le s  o f m o ra ls .

862. D iv isio n  o f m o r a l i ty .—  M o r a l i t y  is  d iv id e d  e sse n 

t ia l ly , in  r e la t io n  to  i t s  s u b je c t ,  in  r e la t io n  to  i t s  ru le ,  a n d  in  

i e la t io n  to  im p u ta b i l i t y .
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a) E ssen tia lly , m o r a l i ty  is  d iv id e d  in to  g o o d n e ss , e v i l ,  a n d  

in d i f f e r e n c e ^ ) .

M ora l goodness is  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  r e la t io n  o f a n  a c t  to  

a n  o b je c t  w h ic h  is  in  c o n fo rm i ty  w i th  t h e  ru le s  o f  m o ra ls .

M ora l evil is  th e  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  r e la t io n  o f  a n  a c t  t o  a n  

o b je c t  w h ic h  is  in  d is c o n f o rm ity  w i th  th e  ru le s  o f  m o ra ls .

M ora l ind iffe rence is  t h e  p r o p e r t y  in  v i r t u e  o f  w h ic h  a n  

a c t ,  a s  r e la te d  to  a n  o b je c t , is  n e i th e r  m o ra l ly  g oo d  n o r  m o ra l 

l y  e v il  b e c a u se  i t s  o b je c t  h a s  n o  r e la t io n  e i th e r  of  c o n f o r m i ty  

o r  o f d is c o n f o rm ity  to  th e  ru le s  o f  m o ra ls  ; v .g .,  to  go  in to  a  

f ie ld  is  o f i ts e l f  n e i th e r  g o o d  n o r  e v i l,  b u t  c a n  be c o m e  s u c h  in  

th e  m o ra l  o rd e r  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  e n d  o f th e  a g e n t  an d  th e  

c ir c u m s ta n c e s .

b) I n  rela tion to its  subject, m o r a l i t y  is d iv id e d  in to  m o r a l i t y  

o f  t h e  a c t  a n d  m o r a l i t y  o f t h e  o b je c t .

M o ra lity  o f the act is  m o r a l i t y  w h ic h  a f fe c ts  a  h u m a n  a c t .

M o ra li ty  o f the object is m o r a l i t y  w h ic h  a f fe c ts  t h e  o b je c t  

w i th  w h ic h  a  h u m a n  a c t  is  c o n c e rn e d , in  a s  m u c h  a s  th is  o b je c t  

is  c o n s id e re d  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  ru le s  o f m o ra ls .

M o r a l i t y  o f t h e  a c t  a n d  m o r a l i t y  o f t h e  o b je c t  a r e  c a l le d  

fo rm a l m o r a l i ty  a n d  o b je c t iv e  m o r a l i t y  r e s p e c t iv e ly b y  so m e  

S c h o la s t ic s .

c) I n  rela tion  to its  ru le, m o r a l i t y  is  d iv id e d  in to  o b je c t iv e  

m o r a l i t y  a n d  s u b je c t iv e  m o ra l i ty .

Objective m o ra l ity is  m o r a l i t y  c o n s id e re d  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  

m o ra l  la w s , in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  ju d g m e n t o f  a n y  

a g e n t  ; v .g .,  t h e f t  is o b je c t iv e ly  e v il.

Subjective m ora lity is m o r a l i ty  c o n s id e re d  in  r e la t io n  to  

th e  p r a c t i c a l  j u d g m e n t  o f t h e  a g e n t  ; v .g . , t h e f t  is  o b je c t iv e ly  

e v i l,  b u t  c a n  b e  s u b je c t iv e ly  g o o d  in  t h e  c ase  o f a p e rs o n  w h o  

c o n s id e rs  t h a t  th e f t ,  e sp e c ia l l y  in  c e r ta in  c i r c u m sta n c e s ,  is 

la w fu l .

W e m u s t  b e  c a r e fu l  n o t  to  c o n fu s e  o b je c t iv e  m o r a l i ty  in  1

(1 )  D e M a lo , q . 2 , a . 5 , c.
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r e la t io n  t o  th e  ru le  w i th  m o r a l i t y  o f  th e  o b je c t ,  wh ic h  a lso  is 

c a l le d  o b je c t iv e  m o r a l i ty .

O b je c t i v e  m o r a l i t y  m a y  b e  in t r in s ic  o r  e x tr in s ic .

In tr in s ic  m o ra lity is  m o r a l i t y  w h ic h  d e r iv e s  f r o m  n a tu r e ,  

i .e . ,  f r o m  th e  n a tu r a l  la w ; v .g ., t h e  m o r a l i t y  o f an y  a c t  c o m 

m a n d e d  o r  p r o h ib i te d  b y  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w .

E x tr in s ic  m o ra lity is m o r a l i t y  w h ic h  d e r iv e s  o n ly  f r o m  th e  

p o s i t iv e  la w  o f a  s u p e r io r ,  i .e . ,  f r o m  th e  c o m m a n d  o r  p ro h ib i t io n  

o f  a  s u p e r io r  ; v .g . , to  e a t  m e a t  o n  F r i d a y  is e x trin s ic a l ly  e v i l.

d) I n  rela tion  to im p u ta b i l i ty , m o r a l i t y  is  d iv id e d  in to  

m a te r ia l  m o r a l i t y  a n d  f o r m a l  m o r a l i ty .

M a ter ia l m o ra lity is in v o lu n ta r y ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  n o n 

im p u ta b le .

Form al m ora lity is  v o lu n ta r y  a n d  im p u ta b le  m o ra l i ty .

E x a m p le  : a  l ie  to ld  b y  a  c h i ld  w h o  h a s  n o t  y e t  r e ac h e d  

t h e  u se  o f re a so n  h a s  m a te r ia l  m o r a l i t y ,  b u t  n o  f o rm a l m o r a l i ty .

F o r m a l  m o r a l i t y  in  th i s  sen se  m u s t  n o t  b e  c o n fu se d  w i th  

f o r m a l  m o r a l i t y  a s  u se d  to  s ig n i fy  m o r a l i t y  o f  th e  a c t .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1 . D esc r ib e  m o r a li ty  in  g en er a l.

2 . D e f in e  m o r a li ty , a  a d s t a te  th e  te a c h in g  o f T h o m is ts  in  regard  to  it s 
fo rm a l c o n s t i t u e n t .

3 . S h o w  h o w  m o r a li ty  is  d iv id e d  e s se n t ia lly , in  re la t io n  to  i t s  su b je c t, 
i n  re la t io n  to  its  ru le , a n d  in  r e la t io n  to  im p u ta b i l i t y .

4 . D is t in g u is h  b e tw e en  in tr in s ic  m o r a li ty  a n d  ex tr in s ic  m o ra li ty .



A R T I C L E  I I

G O O D N E S S  A N D  E V I L  O F  H U M A N  A C T S

8 6 3 . s ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° W e  a r e  c o n 

c e r n e d  a t  p r e s e n t  w i th  th e  q u e s t io n  o f t h e  g o o d n e ss a n d  e v i l  

o f h u m a n  a c ts  in  th e  m o ra l  o rd e r ,  i .e ., in  r e la t io n to  th e  ru le s  

o f m o ra ls .

2 °  T h e  c o n sc ie n c e  o f t h e  in d iv id u a l  m a n  a n d  th e  u n iv e rs a l  

c o n s e n t  o f m a n k in d  te s t i f y  t h a t  m o ra l  g o o d n e ss  is  di s t i n c t  

f r o m  m o r a l  e v i l .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e r e  a r e  so m e , a s  S c e p t ic s ,  A th e is ts, F a t a l 

is ts , a n d  D e is ts , w h o  re fu se  to  a d m i t  a  d is t in c t io n b e tw e e n  

g o o d  a n d  e v il  in  t h e  m o ra l  o rd e r ,  b e c a u s e  th e y  d o  no t  re c o g n iz e  

t h e  e x is te n c e  o f th is  o rd e r .

T h e r e  a re  o th e r s  w h o  c o n te n d  t h a t  e v e r y  h u m a n  a c t  is  

g o o d , b e c a u s e  i t  p ro c e e e d s  f r o m  a  c a u se  in  a c t .

3 °  W e , o n  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  t e a c h  t h a t  h u m a n  a c ts  n o t  on ly  

c a n  b e  g o o d , b u t  c a n  b e  e v i l,  a n d  th is  w e c a n  p ro v e f r o m  th e  

v e ry  n a tu r e  o f h u m a n  a c ts .

864. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E SIS .— S o m e  h u m a n  a c t s  a r e  m o r a l l y  g o o d ,

A N D  O T H E R S  A R E  M O R A L L Y  E V I L .

H u m a n  a c ts  a re  g o o d  o r  e v i l  in  a s  m u c h  a s  th e y  p o sse ss  

o r  d o  n o t  p o sse ss  th e  p le n i tu d e  o f b e in g  d u e  to  th em . B u t ,  

j u s t  a s  in  th e  p h y s ic a l  o rd e r ,  so  a lso  in  t h e  m o ra l o rd e r ,  i .e . ,  

in  r e la t io n  to  th e  ru le s  o f m o ra ls , so m e  h u m a n  a c ts p o sse ss  

th e  p le n i tu d e  o f b e in g  d u e  t o  th e m ,  a n d  o th e r s  d o  no t .  T h e r e -
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fo re  so m e  h u m a n  a c ts  a re  m o ra l ly  g o o d , a n d  o th e r s  are  m o r a l 

ly  e v i l ( l).

M a jo r .—  W e m u s t  s p e a k  o f g o o d n e ss  a n d  e v il  in  a c t io n s  

a s  w e sp e a k  o f th e m  in  th in g s ,  b e c a u s e  a  th in g  p ro du c e s  a c t io n s  

w h ic h  c o r r e sp o n d , i .e . ,  a re  p r o p o r t i o n a te ,  to  i t s  na tu r e .  B u t  

th in g s  a re  g o o d  in  a s  m u c h  a s  th e y  p o sse ss  th e  p le ni tu d e  o f 

b e in g  d u e  to  th e m , a n d  e v il  in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  d o  no t  p o sse ss  

th e  p le n i tu d e  o f  b e in g  d u e  to  th e m  ; f o r  a  t h in g  is g o o d  w h e n  

g o o d  in  e v e r y  r e s p e c t,  a n d  e v il  w h e n  n o t  g o o d  in  a ny  r e s p e c t  : 

bonum  ex in tegra causa, m a lu m  ex quocum que defectu. T h e r e 

fo re  h u m a n  a c ts  a re  g o o d  o r  e v i l in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y p o sse ss  o r  

d o  n o t  p o sse ss  th e  fu l ln e ss  o f b e in g  d u e  to  th e m .

M in o r .—  H u m a n  a c ts ,  l ik e  a ll  c r e a te d  th in g s ,  p o sse ss  

th e  p le n i tu d e  o f t h e i r  b e in g  f r o m  th e  c o n v e rg e n c e  of  s e v e ra l  

c o m p o n e n t f a c to r s ,  e v e n  c o n s id e re d  in  t h e i r  r e la t ion  to  re a so n , 

i .e ., in  th e  m o ra l  o r d e r ;  v .g ., a  h u m a n  a c t  m u s t  b e p e r f o rm e d  

in  a  p r o p e r  p la c e , in  a  m e a s u re  d e te r m in e d  b y  re a s on , e tc . 

B u t  h u m a n  a c ts  c a n  p o sse ss  o r  n o t  p o sse ss  th e  p le n itu d e  o f 

b e in g  d u e  to  th e m , e v e n  in  th e  m o ra l  o rd e r .  T h e re fore , n o t  

o n ly  in  t h e  p h y s ic a l  o rd e r ,  b u t  a lso  in  th e  m o ra l  ord e r ,  h u m a n  

a c ts  c a n  p o sse ss  o r  n o t  p o sse ss  t h e  p le n i tu d e  o f b ein g  d u e  to  

th e m , i. e ., so m e  a c ts  p o sse ss  th e  p le n i tu d e  o f b e in g  d u e  to  

th e m , a n d  o th e rs  d o  n o t .

(1 ) I  I I ,  q . 18 , a . 1, c .
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I N T R I N S I C A L L Y  G O O D  A N D  I N T R I N S I C A L L Y  

E V I L  H U M A N  A C T S

865. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° W e  a r e  c o n 

c e r n e d  a t  p r e s e n t  w i th  th e  objective m o r a l i t y  o f a  h u m a n  ac t*  

i .e ., w i th  th e  m o r a l i t y  w h ic h  b e lo n g s  to  a  h u m a n  a ct  in d e 

p e n d e n t ly  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  j u d g m e n t  (c o n sc ie n c e )  o f t h e  p e rs o n  

w h o  is a c tu a l l y  p e r f o rm in g  i t .

2 °  I t  is  c e r ta in  t h a t  so m e  a c t io n s  a r e  o b je c t iv e ly  g o o d  

a n d  o th e r s  o b je c t iv e ly  b a d  ex tr ins ica lly , i .e .,  b e c a u s e  o f t h e  

p o s i t iv e  la w  o f a  su p e r io r .

O u r  p r e s e n t  p ro b le m  is  th is  : a re  so m e  a c t io n s  in t ri n s i 

c a l l y ,  i .e .,  o f t h e i r  v e ry  n a tu r e ,  g o o d , a n d  o th e r s in t r in s ic a l l y  

e v i l,  in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f a n y  p o s i t iv e  d e te r m in a t io n  of  m a n  o r  

o f G o d  ?

8 6 6 . O p in io n s .—  1° M o r a l  P o s i t i v is m  te a c h e s  t h a t  n o  

a c t  is  e s s e n t ia l ly  g o o d  o r  e v i l,  b u t  t h a t  so m e  a c ts a re  g o o d  o r  

e v i l  so le ly  f r o m  th e  p o s i t iv e  d e te r m in a t io n  o f m a n  o r  o f  G o d .

a) C e r ta in  p h i lo s o p h e rs  o f  a n c ie n t  t im e s , a s  A rc h e la u s , 

P r o ta g o r a s ,  P y r r h o ,  a n d  C a rn e a d e s , t e a c h  t h a t  th is  p o s i t iv e  

d e te r m in a t io n  o f g o o d n e ss  o r  e v i l is m a d e  b y  m a n .  Ac c o rd 

in g  to  c e r ta in  p h i lo s o p h e rs  o f m o re  r e c e n t  t im e s , it  is  m a d e  b y  

c iv i l  la w  (H o b b e s ) ,  o r  b y  th e  so c ia l  c o n t r a c t  (R o u ss e a u ) ,  o r  

b y  e d u c a t io n  (M o n ta ig n e ) ,  o r  b y  t h e  p u b l i c  o p in io n  a n d  c u s to m s  

o f p e o p le s  (S t. L a m b e r t ) ,  b y  th e  d is c o v e ry  o f  t h e  wise  a n d  

p o w e r fu l  (M a n d e v i l le ) ,  o r  b y  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  t h e  mo ra l  se n s e  

o r  c o l le c t iv e  c o n sc ie n c e , o r  o f c u l tu r e  ( E v o lu t io n is ts ,  a s  H a r t 

m a n n ,  L e v y - B r u h l ,  a n d  D u r k h e im ) .
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b) N o m in a l is ts ,  a s  D e s c a r te s  a n d  P u fe n d o r f f ,  t e a c h  t h at  th e  

d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  g o o d  a n d  e v i l  d e r iv e s  f r o m  th e  f r e e  w ill 

o f G o d .

2 °  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  teach ing  o f Catholics, so m e  a c t io n s  a re  

in t r in s ic a l ly  g o o d , a n d  o th e r s  a re  in t r in s ic a l ly  e vi l ,  in d e p e n d 

e n t ly  o f a n y  w il l, h u m a n  o r  d iv in e .

867. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E SIS .— S o m e  A C T I O N S  A R E  I N T R I N S I C A L L Y  G O O D ,  

A N D  O T H E R S  A R E  I N T R I N S I C A L L Y  E V I L ,  

I N D E P E N D E N T L Y  O F  A N Y  W I L L ,  H U M A N  

O R  D I V I N E .

1 ° A c t io n s  w h ic h  a r e  o f th e m s e lv e s  s u i te d  to  m a n ’s n a tu r e  

a re  in t r in s ic a l ly  g o o d , a n d  th o s e  w h ic h  o f  th e m s e lve s  a r e  n o t  

s u i te d  to  m a n ’s n a t u r e  a re  in t r in s ic a l l y  e v i l.  B u t  so m e  a c t io n s  

a r e  o f  th e m s e lv e s  s u i t e d  t o  m a n ’s n a tu r e s ,  a n d  o th er  a r e  n o t .  

T h e re fo re  so m e  a c t io n s  a r e  in t r in s ic a l ly  g o o d , a n d  o th e rs  a re  

in t r in s ic a l l y  e v i l,  i n d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  a n y  w il l, h u m an  o r  d iv in e .

T h e  m ajo r is  s e l f - e v id e n t.

M in o r .—  M a n  h a s  a  d e te r m in a te  n a tu r e .  B u t  e v e r y  

n a tu r e  h a s  i t s  o w n  p r o p e r  o p e r a t io n s ,  a n d  h e n c e  th er e  a re  so m e  

o p e ra t io n s  w h ic h  o f th e m s e lv e s  a r e  s u i te d  to  i t ,  a nd  o th e r s  

w h ic h  a re  n o t .  T h e re fo re  C1).

2 °  A c t io n s  w h ic h  o f  t h e i r  v e r y  n a t u r e  le a d  m a n  to  Go d  a r e  

in t r in s ic a l ly  g o o d ; a n d  a c t io n s  w h ic h  o f  t h e i r  v e r y n a t u r e  le a d  

m a n  a w a y  f r o m  G o d  a re  in t r in s ic a l l y  e v i l.  B u t  so m e  a c t io n s  o f 

t h e i r  v e r y  n a tu r e  le a d  m a n  t o  G o d , a n d  o th e r s  o f t he i r  v e r y  n a tu r e  

le a d  m a n  a w a y  f r o m  G o d , in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  a n y  w il l, h u m a n  

o r  d iv in e . T h e re fo re  so m e  a c t io n s  a re  in t r in s ic a l ly g o o d , a n d  

o th e rs  a r e  in t r in s ic a l ly  e v i l ,  i n d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  a n y w il l ,  h u m a n  

o r  d iv in e .

M a jo r .—  A c t io n s  b y  w h ic h  a  th in g  te n d s  to  i t s  n a tu r a l  

e n d  a re  n a tu r a l l y  s u i te d  t o  i t ,  i .e .,  a r e  in t r in s ica l ly  g o o d  ; a n d

(1 ) C o n tra  G entes, 1. I l l ,  c .  1 2 9 .
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th o s e  b y  w h ic h  i t  is t u r n e d  a w a y  f r o m  i t s  n a t u r a l  en d  a re  

n a tu r a l l y  u n s u i te d  to  i t ,  i .e . ,  a re  in t r in s ic a l l y  ev i l .  B u t  m a n  

is n a tu r a l l y  d e s t i n e d  f o r  G o d  : G o d , a s  w e h a v e  se en , is m a n ’s 

u l t im a te  e n d . T h e re fo re  (1).

T h e  m ino r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  e x a m p le s . M a n  te n d s ,  i .e ., 

is le d , to  G o d  b y  k n o w le d g e  a n d  lo v e  o f G o d  a n d  a lso  b y  s u c h  

a c ts  a s  le a d  h im  to  th e  k n o w le d g e  a n d  lo v e  o f G o d  ; a n d  h e  is 

t u r n e d  a w a y , i .e .,  is  le d  a w a y , f r o m  G o d  b y  h a t r e d  o f G o d  a n d  

b y  a n y th in g  t h a t  d e s tr o y s  h is  k n o w le d g e  a n d  lo v e  o f G o d .

3 °  A c t io n s  w i th o u t  w h ic h  m a n  c a n n o t  a t t a i n  w h a t  is  

n a t u r a l  to  h im  a re  in t r in s ic a l ly  g o o d , a n d  t h e i r  c on t r a r ie s  a re  

in t r in s ic a l ly  e v i l .  B u t  th e r e  a re  c e r ta in  a c t io n s  wi th o u t  w h ic h  

m a n  c a n n o t  a t t a i n  w h a t  is n a tu r a l  to  h im . T h e re fo re so m e  

a c t io n s  a re  in t r in s ic a l ly  g o o d , a n d  o th e r s  a re  in t rin s ic a l ly  e v i l ,  

in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f a n y  w il l, h u m a n  o r  d iv in e .

M a jo r .—  A c t io n s  w i th o u t  w h ic h  m a n  c a n n o t  d o  w h a t  is 

n a t u r a l  to  h im  a re  n a tu r a l l y  s u i te d  to  h im , b e c a u s e n a tu r e  

n e v e r  fa i ls  to  p ro v id e  fo r  n e ce ss i t ie s .

M in o r .—  a) S o c ie ty  is n a tu r a l  to  m a n . B u t  th e r e  a re  

c e r ta in  a c t io n s  w i th o u t  w h ic h  so c ie ty  c a n n o t  s u b s ist ,  a s  th e  a c ts  

o f a b s ta in in g  f r o m  in ju r y  a n d  r e n d e r in g  t o  e v e ry o n e h is  d u e .

b) E v e r y  m a n  h a s  a  n a tu r a l  r i g h t  to  u se  in fe r io r  th ing s  

fo r  h is  l i f e ’s n e c e ss i t ie s , b u t  o n ly  a c c o rd in g  to  a d e te r m in a te  

m e a s u re . I f  h e  d o e s  n o t  o b se rv e  th is  m e a s u re ,  th e  use  o f  i n 

f e r io r  th in g s  b e c o m e s  h a r m f u l  to  h im ;  v .g ., e x c e ss  in  e a t in g  

o r  in  d r in k in g ,  w h ic h  is t h e  in o r d in a te  u se  o f fo o d o r  o f d r in k ,  

is  h a r m f u l  to  m a n .

c) A c c o rd in g  to  th e  n a t u r a l  o rd e r , th e  b o d y  is  d e s tin e d  

f o r  th e  g o o d  o f th e  so u l , a n d  th e  in fe r io r  p o w e rs  fo r  th e  g o o d  

o f th e  r a t i o n a l  p o w e rs . T h e re fo re  h u m a n  o p e r a t io n s  b y  w h ic h  

t h e  g o o d  o f th e  r a t i o n a l  p o w e rs  is  a t t a i n e d  b y  m e a ns  o f th e  

in fe r io r  p o w e rs  a re  n a tu r a l l y  g o o d , a n d  th o s e  b y  w hic h  th is  

g o o d  is im p e d e d  a re  n a tu r a l l y  e v i l  ; v .g ., th e  a c t  o f  b e c o m in g  

d r u n k  is n a tu r a l l y  e v i l ( 2). 1 2

(1 ) Ib id e m .
(2) Ib id e m .
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4 °  T h e  te s t im o n y  o f c o n sc ie n c e  a n d  th e  u n iv e r s a l  c on s e n t 

o f m a n k in d  c o r r o b o r a te  th e  te a c h in g  e n u n c ia te d  in  th e  th e s is .

C o n sc ie n ce  a p p r e h e n d s  c e r ta in  a c t io n s  a s  g o o d  in  the m 

se lv e s , a n d  o th e r s  as  e v i l in  th e m s e lv e s ,  in d e p e n d en t ly  o f a n y  

p o s i t iv e  d e te r m in a t io n .

L ik e w ise , a m o n g  a ll  p e o p le s , so m e  a c t io n s  a re  re g a rd e d  

a s  g o o d  in  th e m s e lv e s , a n d  o th e r s  a s  e v il  in  th e m s elv e s , in 

d e p e n d e n t ly  o f a n y  la w  o r  c u s to m .

868. S ch o lia .—  1° S in c e  k n o w le d g e  o f  t r u t h  a p p e r ta in s  

to  t h e  in te l le c t , ju d g m e n t  o n  m o ra l  m a t te r s  a p p e r tain s  to  th e  

in te l le c t , b e c a u s e  s u c h  ju d g m e n t  is  ju d g m e n t  w h ic h  c o n c e rn s  

th e  true c o n f o r m i ty  o r  d is c o n f o rm i ty  o f  o p e ra t io n s  w i th  h u ma n  

n a tu r e .

2 °  I n  a l l  k n o w le d g e , th r e e  d i s t i n c t  e le m e n ts  m u s t  be  

c o n s id e re d  : t h e  f a c u l ty ,  t h e  h a b i t s ,  a n d  t h e  a c ts .

I n  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f m o r a l i t y  :

1) t h e  f a c u l ty  is r e a s o n  :

2 ) th e  h a b i t s  a re  th r e e  in  n u m b e r  : a) synderesis , i .e ., 

th e  h a b i t  o f f i r s t  p r in c ip le s  o f t h e  p r a c t i c a l  o rd er ,  w h ic h  is  

n a tu r a l  ; b) m ora l science, i .e . .  E th ic s ,  w h ic h  is  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  

g e n e ra l  c o n c lu s io n s , a n d  is a c q u i r e d  ; c) p rudence, w h ic h  is 

c o n c e rn e d  w ith  o p e ra t io n s  w h ic h  a r e  a c tu a l l y  o p e r a tiv e ,  i .e .,  

w i th  in d iv id u a l  o p e ra t io n s  in  th e  c o n c r e te  ;

3 ) th e  a c ts  a r e  a lso  th r e e  in  n u m b e r  : a) specu la tive 

judg m en t, a s , f o r  e x a m p le ,  t h e f t  is  e v i l  ; b) p ractica l ju d g m e n t 

in  th e  u n iv e rs a l , a s , f o r  e x a m p le , t h e f t  m u s t  b e  a vo id e d  ; c) 

practica l ju d g m e n t in  th e  in d iv id u a l  c a se , a s , fo r  e x a m p le , th is  

a c t  m u s t  b e  a v o id e d  ; i t  is  c a l le d  c o n sc ie n c e , a n d  is  a n  a c t  o f 

p ru d e n c e .

869. D i f f i c u l t y .—  I f  so m e a c t io n s  w ere  in t r in s ic a l ly  g o o d , a n d  o th er s  
in tr in s ic a l ly  ev i l,  th e re  w o u ld  b e  u n a n im i ty  o f  ju d g m e n t  o n  th e m  a m o n g  a ll 
m en . B u t  th e re  is n o t  u n a n im i ty  o f ju d g m e n t  o n  th e m a m o n g  a ll m en ; v . g ., 
p o ly g a m y , h u m a n  sac r if ices, a n d  r o b b er y  a re , in  t h e ju d g m e n t  o f  so m e m en , 
ev i l a c t io n s, a n d , in  t h e  ju d g m e n t  o f  o th e rs , n o t  in tr in s ic a l ly  e v i l  a c t io n s , 
b u t g oo d  a c t io n s. T h er e fo re  n o  a c t io n s  a re  in t r in s ic a l ly  g oo d  or in t r in s ic a l ly  
e v i l .
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M a jo r .—  A m o n g  a ll m en  o f  r ig h t ju d g m e n t , I  concede', a m o n g  m en  o f 
fa lse  ju d g m e n t , /  d en y .

M in o r .— ; A m o n g  m en  o f fa lse  ju d g m e n t , I  concede', a m o n g  m en  o f  r ig h t 
j u d g m e n t , I  d en y .

T h er e  is n o th in g  to  p r e v e n t  m en  w h o se  ju d g m e n t  is vi t ia te d  b y  th e ir  
e d u c a t io n  (so -c a lle d ) , ig n o r a n ce , or p a ss io n s fro m  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  error  
co n ce rn in g  w h a t  is n a tu r a lly  g o o d  or e v i l.



A R T I C L E  I V

R U L E  O F  M O R A L I T Y

870. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  

le a rn e d  t h a t  h u m a n  a c ts  c a n  b e  m o ra l l y  g o o d  o r  m o ral l y  e v i l,  

a n d  t h a t  so m e  h u m a n  a c t io n s  a r e  i n t r in s ic a l l y  g o o d  a n d  o th e r s  

in t r in s ic a l ly  e v i l ,  i n d e p e n d e n t ly  o f a n y  w il l, h u m an  o r  d iv in e . 

N o w  w e sh a l l  d e a l  w i th  th e  q u e s t io n  o f th e  ru le  b y  w h ic h  w e 

c a n  k n o w  t h a t  so m e  a c t io n s  a r e  g o o d , a n d  o th e rs  e v il.  T h is  

q u e s t io n  is e v id e n t l y  o f f u n d a m e n ta l  im p o r ta n c e  in  E th ic s .

2 °  W e  a re  d e a l in g  n o w  w i th  th e  m o r a l i t y  o f h u m a n  a cts ,  

n o t  w i th  th e  o b l ig a t io n  o f d o in g  o r  a v o id in g  c e r ta in  a c ts .  

M o r a l i t y  m a y  b e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  t h e  spec ia l goodness o f a h u m a n 

act.

3 °  O u r  p ro b le m  c o n c e rn s  n o t  s u b je c t iv e  m o r a l i ty ,  b ut  

o b je c t iv e  m o r a l i t y ,  i .e .,  t h e  m o r a l i t y  w h ic h  b e lo n gs  to  a  h u m a n  

a c t  in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f t h e  v a r ia b le  ju d g m e n t  o f th e  pe rs o n  w h o  

a c tu a l l y  p e r f o rm s  i t .

4 °  T h e  ru le  o f  m o r a l i t y  is the norm , the m easure, i .e ., 

som eth ing determ inate and  f ix e d , w h ich  is  the exem pla r  cause to 

which a hu m an  act m u st be conform ed, in  order tha t i t  be good; 

o r  i t  is  the ru le w h ich  enables us to recognize som e h u m a n  acts as 

good, and others as evil, according to the ir  con form ity  or d iscon- 

fo r m ity  w ith  it.

T h e  suprem e r u le  o f m o r a l i t y  is  th e  ru le  w h ic h  is th e  f i rs t  

e x e m p la r  c a u s e  f r o m  w h ic h  a l l  m o r a l i t y  o f h u m a n  a c ts  d e r iv e s .

T h e  p rox im a te r u le  o f m o r a l i t y  is  th e  ru le  b y  w h ic h  h u m a n  

a c ts  a re  im m e d ia te ly  r e g u la te d ,  a n d  w h ic h  is  i ts e l f s u b o r d in a te  

t o  th e  s u p re m e  r u le  o f  m o r a l i ty .
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871. O p in io n s .—  T h e r e  is  g r e a t  d i v e r s i t y  o f o p in io n  

in  r e g a r d  to  th e  ru le  o f m o r a l i ty .  A  b r ie f  s t a t e m e nt  o f t h e  

p r in c ip a l  o p in io n s  fo l lo w s .

1 ° T h e re  a re  so m e  p h i lo s o p h e rs  w h o  m a k e  n o  d is t in ct io n  

b e tw e e n  th e  s u p re m e  a n d  p r o x im a te  ru le  o f m o r a l i ty .

A c c o rd in g  to  so m e , th e r e  is o n ly  o n e  ru le  o f  m o r a l ity ,  a n d  

i t  is m e re ly  subjective. T h is  ru le , a c c o rd in g  t o  T h o m a s  R e id ,  

H u tc h e s o n ,  A . S m i th ,  Jo u f f ro y , e tc . ,  is a  c e r ta in  mo ra l  se n se ; 

a c c o rd in g  t o  H e r b a r t ,  a  c e r ta in  m o ra l  t a s t e ;  a c c o rdin g  to  K a n t ,  

p ra c t i c a l  r e a so n ,  w h ic h  is p a r e  b e c a u s e  o f i t s  c o m ple te  in d e p e n d 

e n ce  o f e x p e r ie n c e , a n d  au tonom ous b e c a u s e  o f i t s  c o m p le te  

in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  la w .

A c c o rd in g  to  o th e rs , th e r e  is  o n ly  o n e  r u le  o f m o r al i ty ,  

a n d  i t  is objective. T h is  r u le , a c c o rd in g  to  H o b b e s , is th e  c iv i l  

la w  ; a c c o rd in g  to  th e  P o s i t i v is ts ,  h u m a n  c u s to m  ; a c c o rd in g  

to  th e  n e g a t iv e  u t i l i t a r ia n is m  o f S c h o p e n h a u e r  a n d  E d u a r d  

v o n  H a r tm a n n ,  u t i l i t y  in  le sse n in g  p a in  a n d  s o r ro w  ; a c c o rd in g  

to  th e  m o ra l  se n su a l is m  o r  h e d o n is m  o f A r is t ip p u s ,  E p ic u r u s ,  

D e m o c r i tu s ,  S p in o z a ,  D id e r o t ,  H e lv e t iu s ,  e tc . ,  u t i li t y  in  th e  

a c q u is i t io n  o f  t h e  se n s ib le  jo y s  o f th is  l i fe  ; a c co rd in g  to  th e  

p r i v a te  u t i l i t a r i a n i s m  o f C h r is t ia n  v o n  W o lf f , u t i li t y  in  th e  

a d v a n c e m e n t  o f p r i v a te  p e r fe c t io n  ; a c c o rd in g  to  the  so c ia l  

u t i l i t a r ia n is m  o r  a l t r u is m  o f A u g u s te  C o m te  a n d  S t ua r t  M i l l ,  

u t i l i t y  in  t h e  c a u s e  o f p u b l i c  h a p p in e s s  ; a c c o rd ing  to  t h e  

e v o lu t io n is m  o f H e r b e r t  S p e n c e r , e tc . ,  u t i l i t y  in  fo s te r in g  t h e  

in d e f in i te  p ro g re ss  o f h u m a n i ty .

2 °  O th e rs , in c lu d in g  a l l  C a th o l i c s ,  m a k e  a  d is t in c tio n  

b e tw e e n  t h e  p r o x im a te  a n d  s u p re m e  ru le  o f m o r a l i t y , b u t  d o  

n o t  a g re e  o n  w h a t  th e s e  tw o  ru le s  a re .

T h e  p r o x im a te  r u le , a c c o rd in g  to  S u a re z  a n d  C a th r e in ,  

is  h u m a n  n a tu r e  ; a n d  a c c o rd in g  t o  L ib e r a to r e ,  t h e  e s s e n t ia l  

o rd e r  o f th in g s .

T h e  r e m o te  ru le ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  S c o tu s ,  S u a re z , V a sq ue z ,  

a n d  C a th r e in ,  is  th e  d iv in e  e sse n c e  w h ic h , a c c o rd ing  to  o u r  

m o d e  o f  c o n c e iv in g  i t ,  is  a n te r io r  to  th e  d iv in e  r ea s o n  a n d  w il l ;



M O R A L I T Y 8 9

a n d  a c c o rd in g  to  O c k a m , D e s c a r te s ,  a n d  P u f e n d o r f ,  th e  d iv in e  

w ill, i .e .,  t h e  p o s i t iv e  la w  o f G o d .

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  c o m m o n  o p in io n  o f T h o m is ts ,  t h e  p ro x 

im a te  ru le  o f m o r a l i t y  is  r i g h t  re a s o n , a n d  i t s  s u pre m e  ru le  is 

th e  e te r n a l  la w .

a) R ig h t  re a so n  is re a so n  w h ic h  ju d g e s  r ig h t l y  o f  t h e e n d  

o f a  h u m a n  a c t  a n d  o f  t h e  m e a n s  o f a t t a i n i n g  th is  en d .

T h e re fo re  in  r i g h t  re a so n  th e r e  is  a  j u d g m e n t  o f e ac h  o f 

tw o  o rd e rs  :

a ju d gm en t in  the order o f  ends : a  ju d g m e n t  a s c r ib e d  to  

s y n d e re s is ,  w h ic h  p ro p o se s  to  th e  w il l t h e  e n d  w h ich  i t  s h o u ld  

p u rs u e  ;

a ju d g m e n t in  the order o f  m eans : a  ju d g m e n t  a t t r i b u t e d  

to  p ru d e n c e , th e  p ra c t i c a l  t r u t h  o f w h ic h  c o n s is ts  in  c o n f o r m i ty  

to  th e  re c t i f ie d  d e s ire s  o f t h e  e n d .  F o r  t h e  t r u t h  o f p r u d e n t ia l  

ju d g m e n t  is p r a c t i c a l  t r u t h  w h ic h  c o n s is ts  in  c o n f or m i ty  to  

d ir e c t i v e  ru le s . M o re o v e r ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  ru le  o f p ru d e n t ia l  

ju d g m e n t  is  th e  r i g h t  d e s ir e  o f  t h e  e n d , i .e . ,  t h e  d e s ire  o f  a  d u e  

e n d  (1).

b) T h e  e te r n a l  la w  is d iv in e  r e a s o n  w h ic h , in  v i r t u e  o f 

i t s  k n o w le d g e  o f th e  d iv in e  essence,- o rd e rs  a ll  a cts  t o  th e i r  

d u e  e n d s ( 2).

872. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E S IS .— T h e  P R O X IM A T E  R U L E  O F M O R A L IT Y  IS 

R IG H T  R E A S O N , A N D  IT S  S U P R E M E 

R U L E  IS  T H E  E T E R N A L  L A W .

F irst  p a r t . —  The p rox im a te  ru le o f m ora lity  is  r igh t reason. 

1 °  T h e  p r in c ip le  b y  w h ic h  m a n  a c ts  in  t h e  m a n n e r  p ro p e r  to  

m a n  fo r  a  d u e  e n d  is  r i g h t  r e a s o n . B u t  th e  p r o x im a te  ru le  

o f  m o r a l i t y  is  t h e  p r in c ip le  b y  w h ic h  m a n  a c ts  in  th e  m a n n e r  

p r o p e r  t o  m a n  fo r  a  d u e  e n d .  T h e re fo re  th e  p r o x im a te  ru le  o f 

m o r a l i ty  is  r i g h t  re a so n . 1 2

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 1 9 , a . 3 , a d  2 .
(2 ) I b id ;  q . 9 3 , a . 1.
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M a jo r .—  M a n  a c ts  in  th e  m a n n e r  p r o p e r  to  m a n  fo r  a  

d u e  e n d , i .e .,  d i r e c ts  a n d  m o v e s  h im se lf  to  th i s  e nd , b e c a u s e  

re a s o n  a p p r e h e n d s  a n  e n d  a s  a n  e n d ,  a n d  d i r e c ts ,  a s m e a n s  to  

th e  e n d ,  w h a te v e r  a re  r e la te d  to  th e  e n d .

M in o r .—  T h e  p r in c ip le  b y  w h ic h  m a n  a c ts  in  t h e  m a n n e r  

p r o p e r  to  m a n  fo r  a n  e n d  re g u la te s  th is  sp e c ia l  m a nn e r  o f 

a c t in g , a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  is  th e  p r o x im a te  ru le  o f th e  sp e c ia l  

g o o d n e ss  w h ic h  r e s u l ts  f r o m  i t ,  i .e .,  o f m o r a l i t y ( l) .

2 °  H u m a n  a c ts  a r e  g o o d  in  a s  m u c h  a s  th e y  p r o x im a tely  

c o n fo rm  to  r i g h t  re a so n .  B u t  th e  p r o x im a te  r u le  o f m o r a l i t y  

is  th e  ru le  t o  w h ic h  h u m a n  a c ts ,  in  o r d e r  t o  b e  g o od , m u s t  

p r o x im a te ly  c o n fo rm . T h e re fo re  th e  p r o x im a te  r u le  of  m o r a l 

i t y  is  r i g h t  re a so n .

M a jo r .—  A  th in g  is  g o o d  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t s  o p e r a t io n  is  in 

c o n fo rm i ty  w i th  i t s  fo rm . B u t  m a n ’s p r o p e r  f o r m  is  t h a t  fo rm  

b y  w h ic h  h e  is c o n s t i t u te d  a  r a t i o n a l  a n im a l .  H e n c e i t  fo l lo w s  

t h a t  m a n ’s o p e r a t io n  is g o o d  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is  in c o n fo rm i ty  

w i th  r i g h t  re a s o n  (-).

T h e  m ino r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f t h e  p r o x im a te  

ru le  o f m o ra l i ty .

S econ d  p a r t. —  The sup rem e ru le  o f m o ra l ity  is  the eternal 

law . —  1 ° T h e  p r in c ip le  to  w h ic h  t h e  p r o x im a te  r u le  o f m o 

r a l i t y  is  p r im a r i l y  s u b o r d in a te  is  t h e  s u p re m e  r u le o f  m o r a l i ty .  

B u t  th e  e te r n a l  la w  is  t h e  p r in c ip le  to  w h ic h  t h e  pro x im a te  

ru le  o f m o r a l i t y  is  p r im a r i l y  s u b o r d in a te .  T h e re fo re  t h e  e t e r 

n a l  la w  is th e  s u p re m e  r u le  o f m o r a l i ty .

T h e  m ajo r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  i t s  v e r y  te r m s .

M in o r .—  I t  is  a s  a  se c o n d  c a u s e  t h a t  r i g h t  r e a s o n  is th e  

p ro x im a te  ru le  o f m o r a l i ty .  H e n c e  i t  is  s u b o r d in a te to  th e  

f i r s t  c a u se , w h ic h  is d iv in e  re a s o n  a s  d i r e c t in g  a ll  th in g s  to  

t h e i r  e n d , i .e .,  t o  th e  e te r n a l  la w  (1 2 3).

(1 ) I b id . ,  q . 9 0 , a. 1, a n d  q .  9 7 , a . 2 .
(2 )  I n  E th ic .,  1. I I ,  1. 2 , n . 2 5 7 .
(3) I - I I ,  q . 1 9 , a . 4 .
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2 °  T h e  s u p re m e  r u le  o f  m o r a l i t y  is th e  p r in c ip le  w hic h  

f i rs t  d i r e c ts  h u m a n  a c ts  to  t h e i r  u l t im a te  e n d . B u t t h e  p r in 

c ip le  w h ic h  f irs it d i r e c ts  h u m a n  a c ts  t o  t h e i r  u l t im a t e  e n d  is th e  

e te r n a l  la w . T h e re fo re  th e  s u p re m e  ru le  o f  m o r a l i t y is  th e  

e te r n a l  la w .

M a jo r .—  A  h u m a n  a c t  is  g o o d  o r  e v i l  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is 

d ir e c te d  o r  is n o t  d i r e c te d  b y  r e a s o n  to  i t s  u l t im ate  e n d .

M in o r .—  G o d , in  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s a l i t y  o f H is  c a u s a l

i ty ,  is th e  c a u se  w h ic h  f i r s t  d i r e c ts  a l l  th in g s  to t h e i r  e n d  b y  

H is  d iv in e  re a so n , i .e ., b y  t h e  e te r n a l  la w  : f o r  th e  a c t  o f d i r e c t 

in g  th in g s  to  t h e i r  e n d  is a n  a c t  p r o p e r  to  th e  in te l le c t .

T h e  su p r em e  ru le  o f  m o r a li ty  c a n n o t  b e  so m e th in g  c rea te d , as u t i l i t y , 
c iv il  law , cu sto m , o r  a u to n o m o u s h u m a n  rea so n , b ecau se  G od  is  t h e  u lt im a te 
en d  to  w h ich  h u m a n  a c ts  o f  th e ir  v e r y  n a tu re  a re d ire c ted . S im ila r ly , th e 
su p rem e ru le  o f  m o r a li ty  ca n n o t  b e t h e  d iv in e  essence  in  a s m u ch  a s i t  is 
a n te r io r  to  th e  d iv in e  rea so n  an d  w il l, n o r  ca n  i t  b e  th e  d iv in e  w il l:  fo r  t h e  
su p rem e ru le  o f m o r a l ity  o rd ers h u m a n  a c ts  to  th e ir en d ; b u t  th e  a c t  o f 
o rd er in g  th in g s  to  a n  en d  is  a n  a c t  p rop er  to  th e  in te lle c t .  T h er e fo re ...

873. T he e sse n t ia l  order o f th in g s , h u m a n  n a tu re , 

an d  th e  u l t im a te  en d  m a y  be ca lled  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l 

ru les o f m o r a l i ty .—  a) T h e  e s s e n t ia l  o r d e r  o f  th in g s  a n d  

h u m a n  n a tu r e ,  a s  w e a re  s p e a k in g  o f th e m  a t  p r e s e n t,  m e a n  

th e  sa m e  th in g  : f o r  h u m a n  n a tu r e  is a c c e p te d  in  i ts  a d e q u a te  

m e a n in g ,  w i th  a ll  t h e  r e la t io n s  w h ic h  i t  h a s  to  o the r  b e in g s  (l ) ;  

a n d  th e  e ss e n t ia l  o rd e r  o f  th in g s  c o m p re h e n d s  t h e  re la t io n s  

b e tw e e n  h u m a n  n a tu r e  a n d  o th e r  b e in g s .

b) T h e  f u n d a m e n ta l  ru le  o f m o r a l i t y  is t h a t  w h ic h  re aso n  

c o n s id e rs , in  o rd e r  to  d is c e rn  w h a t  is  g o o d  a n d  w h at  is  e v i l .  

B u t  th e  e s s e n t ia l  o rd e r  o f th in g s ,  h u m a n  n a tu r e ,  a nd  t h e  u l t i 

m a te  e n d  a re  th e  th in g s  w h ic h  re a s o n  c o n s id e rs , in  o r d e r  to  

d is c e rn  w h a t  is g o o d  a n d  w h a t  is  b a d ,  fo r  th e s e  th in g s  a re  th e  

g o o d s b y  w h ic h  m a n  te n d s  to  h is  e n d , a n d  t h e y  a re  also  th e  g o o d s  

w h ic h  re a so n  a p p r e h e n d s  a s  r e s u l t in g  f r o m  h u m a n  n a tu r e  

a n d  th e  e ss e n t ia l  o rd e r  o f th in g s  ; v .g ., su ic id e  is a n  e v i l  a c t  

b e c a u se  i t  is c o n t r a r y  to  th e  in c l in a t io n  o f m a n ’s n a tu r e  fo r  

se l f -p re se rv a t io n .  T h e re fo re .

(1) B o y eS, C u rsu s P h i l . , t .  2 , p. 4 6 5 .
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874. D i f f i c u l t y  .—  A  h u m a n  a c t  sh o u ld  co n fo rm  to  re a so n , b ecau se 
m a n  h a s a  ra t io n a l n a tu re . T h er e fo re  th e  ru le o f  m or a li ty  is  h u m a n  n a tu re , 
n o t  re a so n .

A n teced en t.—  B e ca u se  m a n  h a s a  ra t io n a l n a tu re , re a so n  s h o u ld  b e  th e 
fo rm a l ru le  o f th e  m o r a li ty  o f  h u m a n  a c ts ,  1 con cede; n a tu re  i t s e l f  is  th e  ru le 
o f m o r a li ty  o f  h u m a n  a c ts ,  I  d is t in g u is h :  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l ru le , I  concede; 
th e  fo rm a l ru le , I  d en y .

C o nsequent.—  H u m a n  n a tu re  is  a  fu n d a m en ta l ru le  o f m o r a li ty , I  con
cede; th e  fo rm a l a n d  p ro x im a te  ru le , I  d en y .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1 . D e f in e : th e  ru le o f m o r a li ty  in  genera l, th e  su pr em e ru le o f m o ra li ty , 
t h e  p ro x im a te  ru le  o f  m o r a li ty .

2 . W h a t , a cc o rd in g  to  T h o m is ts , is  th e  p ro x im a te  rule o f  m o r a li ty  ? 
D e f in e  r ig h t  re a so n .

3 . A re th e re  ju d g m e n ts  o f se v e r a l o rd ers in  r ig h t  rea so n  ? E x p la in .

4 . S ta te  th e  h a b i t  t o  w h ich  th e  ju d g m e n t  o f  r ig h t  re a so n  in  t h e  o rder 
o f en d s  is a sc r ib ed , a n d  th e  v ir tu e  to  w h ich  it s  jud g m e n t  in  th e  o rd er  o f  m ean s 
is a t t r ib u te d , a n d  a lso  th e  c o n s t i t u e n t  o f  th e  t r u th  o f  th e  ju d g m e n t  o f  r ig h t 
rea so n  in  th e  o rd e r  o f  m ea n s.

5 . U n d er  w h a t  a sp e c t  m a y  th e  e s se n t ia l o rd er  o f  th in g s , h u m a n  n a tu re , 
a n d  th e  u l t im a te  en d  b e  ca l led  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l ru les o f m o r a li ty  ?

6 . E x p la in  w h y  th e  p ro x im a te  ru le  o f m o r a li ty  is the  p r in c ip le  b y  w h ich 
m a n  a c ts  in  th e  m a n n er  p rop er  to  m a n  fo r  a n  en d , a nd  w h y  h u m a n  a c ts  are 
g o o d  in  a s m u ch  a s th e y  p r o x im a te ly  co n fo rm  to  r ig ht  reason .



A R T I C L E  V

S O U R C E S  O F  M O R A L I T Y

875. N o t io n  a n d  d iv is io n  o f th e  sou rces o f m o ra li ty .
1 0 T h e  so u rc e s  o f m o r a l i ty  a re  t h e  e le m e n ts  o f a  h um a n  a c t  in  

v i r tu e  o f w h ic h  i t  is in  c o n fo rm i ty  o r  in  d is c o n f o rm ity  w i th  th e  

ru le s  o f m o ra ls .

2 °  T h e  so u rc e s  o f m o r a l i t y  a r e  a) the object ( p r im a r y  

so u rc e ) , 6) the c ircum stances ( s e c o n d a ry  s o u rc e ) , t h e  m o s t  im 

p o r ta n t  o f w h ic h  is th e  e n d ,  b e c a u s e  i t  e x e rc ises  th e  g r e a te s t  

in f lu e n ce  o n  th e  a c t .

876. T he p r im ary  g o o d n ess or m a lice  o f a h u m a n 
a ct is  der ived  fro m  i t s  o b je c t .—  1 ° P re lim in a r ie s .—  a ) T h e  

o b je c t  h a s  a  w id e  m e a n in g  a n d  a  s t r i c t  m e a n in g .

T h e  o b je c t , in  the w ide  sense, is  a n y th in g  w h ic h  is  in  a n y  

w a y  th e  o b je c t  o f th e  w il l. I n  th is  se n se , th e  o b jec t  in c lu d e s  

th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  o f  a  h u m a n  a c t .

T h e  o b je c t , in  the stric t sense, is  t h a t  w h ic h  is p r im a r i l y  a n d  

d i r e c t ly  a t t a i n e d  b y  th e  w i l l ;  in  o th e r  w o rd s , i t  is t h e  f i r s t  a n d  

im m e d ia te  te r m  to  w h ic h  a n  a c t  o f  i t s  v e r y  n a tu r e  te n d s .  T h u s  

th e  o b je c t  is  th e  o p p o s i te  o f  t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  w hic h , a s  su c h , 

a re  a t ta in e d  o n ly  s e c o n d a r i l y ;  i t  is  t h e  end o f the w ork, i .e ., th e  

m a t te r  w i th  w h ic h  h u m a n  a c ts  a re  c o n c e rn e d ; v .g . ,  wh e n  a  

p e rso n  c o m m its  a n  a c t  o f t h e f t ,  t h e  th in g  s to le n  is th e  o b je c t  o f 

th e  th e f t ,  w h e re a s  th e  q u a n t i t y  o f t h e  th in g  s to le n a n d  t h e  re l ie f  

of h is  f r ie n d  a r e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s .

I t  is  w i th  th e  o b je c t  in  i t s  s t r i c t  m e a n in g  t h a t  w e a re  c o n 

c e rn e d  a t  p re s e n t.

b) T h e  o b je c t  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  e i th e r  in  i t s  p h y s ica l  

a sp e c t, i .e .,  a s  re g a r d s  i t s  p h y s ic a l  e n t i t y ,  o r  in i t s  m o ra l  a s p e c t ,  

i.e ., in  r e la t io n  to  th e  ru le  o f m o ra ls .
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I t  is  w i th  th e  o b je c t  in  i t s  m o ra l  a s p e c t  t h a t  w e  ar e  d e a l in g  

a t  p r e s e n t .

c) W e  sh a l l  r e f u te  th e  e r r o r  o f K a n t ,  w h o , d e n y in g  t h a t  th e  

m o r a l i t y  o f a n  a c t  d e r iv e s  f r o m  th e  e n d  o f t h e  w o rk, te a c h e s  

t h a t  i t  d e r iv e s  o n ly  f ro m  th e  s u b je c t iv e  f o rm  o f practica l re a s o n , 

in  a s  m u c h  a s  a  m o ra l  a c t  p ro c e e d s  so le ly  f r o m  m o tiv e s  o f r e v 

e re n c e  f o r  u n iv e rs a l  law .

2 °  P ro o f.—  T h e  o b je c t  sp ec if ie s  a  h u m a n  a c t  in  th e  m o ra l  

o rd e r .  B u t  th e  p r im a r y  g o o d n e ss  o r  m a l ic e  o f a  h u m an  a c t  is 

d e r iv e d  f r o m  i t s  p r in c ip le  o f sp e c i f ic a t io n . T h e re fo re  th e  

p r im a r y  g o o d n e ss  o r  m a l ic e  o f a  h u m a n  a c t  is  d e r iv ed  f r o m  i ts  

o b je c t ^ ) .

M a jo r .—  E v e r y  a c t  is  sp ec if ie d  b y  i t s  o b je c t .

M in o r .—  T h e  g o o d n e ss  o r  m a l ic e  o f a  h u m a n  a c t ,  a s  o f 

o th e r  th in g s , is d e p e n d e n t  o n  i ts  p le n i tu d e  o f  b e ing  o r  i t s  la c k  

o f th is  p le n i tu d e . B u t  i t  is f r o m  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  t h e  sp e c i f ic a 

t io n  o f a  t h in g  t h a t  i t s  p le n i tu d e  o f b e in g  is p r ima r i l y  d e r iv e d ;  

v .g ., th e  p r im o rd ia l  e v i l o f a n  e n g e n d e re d  n a tu r a l  th in g  is  d e r iv 

e d  f r o m  th e  t h i n g ’s f a i lu re  to  a t t a i n  i t s  sp ec if ic  fo r m , a s , fo r  

e x a m p le , w h e n  a  m o n s te r  is e n g e n d e re d  in s te a d  o f a  m a n . 

T h e r e f o r e . . .

877. H u m a n  a c ts  derive a ce r ta in  m o r a l i ty  f ro m  th e ir 
c ir c u m s ta n c e s .—  1 ° P re lim in a r ies .—  a) C ir c u m s ta n c e s  m a y  b e  

d e f in e d  : the accidental elem ents o f a h um a n  act w hich can m ora lly  

affect i t  in  its  m ora l aspect, i .e .,  w h ic h  c a n  m o d if y  i t s  m o r a l i ty .

A cc iden ta l elem ents, i .e .,  e le m e n ts  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  o f th e  

e sse n ce  o f  t h e  a c t ,  b u t  w h ic h  a re  in  so m e  w a y  r e la te d  to  i t .

W hich  can affect i t  in  its  m ora l aspect: if i t  g a v e  a n  a c t  i ts  

p r im a r y  a n d  e ss e n t ia l  m o ra l  sp ec ie s , i t  w o u ld  n o  lon g e r  b e  a  c ir 

c u m s ta n c e ,  b u t  w o u ld  p a ss  in to  th e  c o n d i t io n  o f o b je c t  a n d  es

s e n t ia l  d i f f e r e n t ia .

W hich  can m ora lly  affect it, i .e ., w h ic h  c a n  m o d if y  i t  in  r e 

la t i o n  t o  t h e  ru le s  o f m o ra ls . 1

(1 )  M I ,  a .  2.
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b) T h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  o f a  h u m a n  a c t ,  w h ic h  a re  se v e n  in  

n u m b e r , m a y  b e  e n u m e r a te d  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  v e rse :

W ho , w h a t,  w here, b y  w h a t  m e a n s, w h y , h o w , w h en .

c) C ir c u m s ta n c e s  a re  n o t  e s s e n t ia l  e le m e n ts  o f a n  ac t ,  b u t  

r a th e r  a c c id e n ta l  e le m e n ts , i .e .,  e le m e n ts  w h ic h  a ffe c t  a  h u m a n  

a c t  a l r e a d y  c o n s t i t u te d  in  i t s  n a tu r e  (x). H e n c e :

W ho d o e s  n o t  s ig n i fy  t h e  s u b s ta n c e  o r  n a tu r e ,  b u t  r a t he r  

a  q u a l i t y  o f th e  a g e n t ;  v .g .,  i t  m a y  s ig n i fy  t h a t  th e  a g e n t  is  a  

p r ie s t ,  a  re l ig io u s  o r  a  la y m a n ,  a  r ic h  m a n  o r  a  p oo r  m a n ,  e tc .

W h at d e n o te s  n o t  th e  s u b s ta n c e  o r  n a t u r e  o f t h e  a c t ,  b ut  

so m e  a c c id e n t , a s  q u a l i t y  o r  q u a n t i t y ,  a n n e x e d  to  it ;  v .g .,  in  a n  

a c t  o f  t h e f t ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  d e n o te  t h a t  th e  o b je c t  b elo n g s  t o  a n 

o th e r ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  is  sa c re d  o r  p ro f a n e , la rg e  o r  sm a l l  in  q u a n t i t y .

W here d o e s  n o t  g iv e  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  th e  p la c e  a s  su c h , 

b u t  a b o u t  th e  q u a l i t y  o f t h e  p la c e ; v .g . , i t  m a y  ind ic a te  t h a t  i t  

is p u b l ic , s a c re d , e tc .

B y  w hat m eans h a s  re fe re n c e  t o  th e  a c c id e n ta l  m e a n s  o r  

in s t r u m e n ts  u s e d  b y  th e  p r in c ip a l  a g e n t ;  v .g .,  s in fu l  m e a n s .

W h y d e n o te s  n o t  th e  e n d  o f t h e  w o rk , i .e .,  t h e  in t r in sic  e n d  

p ro p e r  to  th e  n a tu r e  o f t h e  w o rk , b u t  th e  e n d  o f the  a g e n t ,  i .e ., 

th e  e x tr in s ic  e n d ;  v .g ., a  p e rs o n  m a y  s te a l  fo r  the purpose o f 

becoming d run k .

H ow s ig n if ie s  t h e  a c c id e n ta l  m o d e  in  w h ic h  th e  a c t  w a s p e r 

fo rm e d ; v .g . , p a s s io n a te ly  o r  c a lm ly ,  o u t  o f c o n te mp t  o r  le v i ty ,  

ig n o ra n c e  o r  f e a r ,  m a l ic e  o r  p a ss io n .

W hen s ig n if ies  a n  a c c id e n ta l  c o n d i t io n  o f t im e , n a m e ly , 

q u a l i ty ,  a s  o n  a  h o ly  d a y  o r  o n  a  w e e k  d a y ;  o r  q u a nt i t y ,  a s  o f 

lo n g  o r  o f s h o r t  d u r a t io n .  2

2  ° P roo f.— 1 ) W h a t  is  t r u e  o f  t h e  d e r iv a t io n  o f t h e  g o o d n e ss o r  

m a lic e  o f n a tu r a l  th in g s  is  in  a  p r o p o r t i o n a te  m a n ne r  t r u e  a lso  

o f th e  d e r iv a t io n  o f th e  g o o d n e ss  o r  m a l ic e  o f h u m an  a c ts .  B u t  

th e  w h o le  o f  t h e  g o o d n e ss  a n d  p e r fe c t io n  o f n a tu r a l th in g s  is  n o t  

d e r iv e d  so le ly  f ro m  th e  f o rm  w h ic h  sp ec if ie s  i t ,  b ut  is d e p e n d e n t

(1) B n .  l u  a r t ,  D e A c tib u s H u m a n is , D is s .  I V ,  a . 3 .
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also on supervening accidents; v.g., the whole of man’s good
ness and perfection depends both on his substantial form and on 
various accidents, as color, figure, and the like. Therefore 
the whole of the goodness and perfection of human acts is not 
derived solely from the objects which specify them, but is de
pendent also on circumstances, which are accidents of human 
acts (x).

2) H u m a n  a c ts  d e r iv e  th e i r  m o r a l i t y  f r o m  a n y  e le m e nt  o f a  

h u m a n  a c t  w h ic h  c o n n o te s  a  re la t io n  o f  c o n f o r m i ty  or  d is c o n -  

f o r m i ty  to  th e  ru le s  o f  m o ra ls . B u t  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  ar e  e le 

m e n ts  o f a  h u m a n  a c t  w h ic h  c a n  c o n n o te  a  r e la t io n  of c o n fo rm 

i t y  o r  d is c o n f o rm i ty  to  t h e  ru le s  o f m o ra ls ;  v .g ., t h e f t  in  i ts e l f  

is  a t  v a r ia n c e  w i th  r i g h t  r e a so n , a n d  so a lso  is i ts  c o m m is s io n  

in  a sacred place. T h e re fo re .

878. M oral c ir c u m sta n c e s  so m e t im e s  m ere ly  i n 
crease or le sse n  th e  g o od n ess or m a l ic e  o f a n  a c t  wi th o u t  

c h a n g in g  th e  sp ec ies o f i t s  m o r a l i ty .—  1° A  m o ra l  c i r 

c u m s ta n c e  m e re ly  in c re a s e s  o r  le sse n s  th e  g o o d n e ss  o f  a n  a c t  

w h e n , a s  a  r e s u l t  o f i t ,  a  g o o d  a c t  b e c o m e s  b e t t e r  o r  w o rse  in  

i t s  sp e c ie s  o f g o o d n e ss ;  o r  i t  m e re ly  in c re a s e s  o r  le sse n s  th e  

m a l ic e  o f  a n  a c t  w h e n , a s  a  r e s u l t  o f i t ,  a  s in fu l  a c t  b e c o m e s  

m o re  s in fu l  o r  less  s in fu l  in  i t s  sp e c ie s  o f m a l ic e;  v .g .,  t h e f t  

c a n  b e  l ig h t  o r  g ra v e ;  f o r t i t u d e  a d m i ts  o f d e g re e s .

2 °  A  c ir c u m s ta n c e  in c re a se s  o r  le sse n s  th e  g o o d n e ss o r  

m a l ic e  o f  a n  a c t  w i th o u t  c h a n g in g  th e  sp ec if ic  m o r al i t y  o f  th e  

a c t  w h e n  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e  i ts e l f  h a s  n o  sp e c ia l  r e la t io n  to  

r i g h t  re a s o n  a n d  t h e  e te r n a l  la w . T h o u g h  th is  c i r c um s ta n c e  

d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i t u te  a  sp e c ie s  o f  m o r a l i t y  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h a t  

o f th e  a c t ,  i t  in c re a se s  o r  le sse n s  th e  g o o d n e ss  o r m a l ic e  o f th e  

a c t  in  i t s  o w n  sp e c ie s  o f  m o r a l i ty ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  o f i ts e l f  

a n y  re la t io n  to  r i g h t  re a so n  a n d  th e  e te r n a l  la w , bu t  b e c a u s e  

i t  h a s  su c h  a  r e la t io n  in  v i r t u e  o f s o m e th in g  o f w hic h  i t  is  a  

c i r c u m s ta n c e ;  v .g ., th e  q u a n t i t y  o f th e  th in g  s to len  d o e s  n o t  

c o n s t i t u te  a  m a l ic e  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  a c t  of  t h e f t ,  b u t  

m e re ly  in c re a se s  o r  le sse n s  th e  m a l ic e  o f  th e  a c t  : f o r  t h e  1

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 1 8 , a . 3 .
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qu an tity o f t h e  t h in g  h a s  o f i t s e l f  n o  re la t io n  to  re a s o n  ; b u t ,  

o n  t h e  s u p p o s i t io n  t h a t  th e  th in g  b e lo n g s  to  a n o th er ,  t h e  q u a n 

t i t y  h a s  a  r e la t io n  to  r e a s o n ( 1).

879. M oral c ir c u m sta n c e s  so m e t im e s  give a n  a c t an 
e sse n t ia l  or a c c id e n ta l sp ec ies in  th e  g e n u s o f m o ra li ty .
1 ° A  c ir c u m s ta n c e  g iv e s  a  h u m a n  a c t  a  sp ec if ic  m o r al i ty  n o t  

w h e n  i t  in c re a s e s  o r  le sse n s  t h e  g o o d n e ss  o r  m a l ic e o f t h e  a c t  

in  i t s  o w n  o rd e r  o f  m o r a l i t y ,  b u t  w h e n  i t  g iv e s  i t  a  g o o d n e ss  

o r  m a l ic e  d is t in c t  f r o m  t h a t  w h ic h  i t  a l r e a d y  h a s .

2 °  A  c ir c u m s ta n c e  g iv e s  a  h u m a n  a c t  a n  e ss e n t ia l  spe c ie s  

o f m o r a l i t y  w h e n  th is  a c t  d e r iv e s  i t s  p r im a r y  g o o d ne ss  o r  m a l ic e  

f ro m  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e .

3 °  A  c ir c u m s ta n c e  g iv e s  a  h u m a n  a c t  a n  a c c id e n ta l  sp e c ie s  

o f m o r a l i t y  w h e n  th is  a c t  d e r iv e s  f r o m  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e  a  

g o o d n e ss  o r  m a l ic e  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h a t  w h ic h  i t  h a s  f r o m  i ts  

o b je c t ;  v .g . , a lm s g iv in g  in  e x p ia t io n  fo r  s in  h a s  a tw o fo ld  

g o o d n e ss  : th e  g o o d n e ss  o f  a n  a c t  o f  m e rc y  a n d  th e  g o o d n e ss  

o f a n  a c t  o f p e n a n c e  ; m u r d e r  c o m m i t te d  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f 

t h e f t  h a s  th e  m a l ic e  o f b o th  h o m ic id e  a n d  th e f t .

4 °  A  m o ra l  c i r c u m s ta n c e  g iv e s  a  h u m a n  a c t  a  sp e c ie s in  

th e  g e n u s  o f  m o r a l i ty  w h e n  i t  d o e s  n o t  r e m a in  p u re ly  a  c i r c u m 

s ta n c e , b u t  p a ss e s  in to  th e  c o n d i t io n  o f o b je c t ,  i .e .,  a ss u m e s  th e  

a s p e c t  o f  o b je c t  (1 2).

A  c ir c u m s ta n c e  a ss u m e s  th e  a s p e c t  o f o b je c t  w h e n  o f i t 

se lf , a n d  in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  a n y th i n g  e lse , i t  h a s  a  r e la t io n  o f 

c o n fo rm it y  o r  d is c o n f o rm ity  to  t h e  ru le s  o f m o ra ls . T h u s  

th e f t  in  a  sa c re d  p la c e  is a  sa c r i le g e  b e c a u s e  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e  

o f p la c e  in  th is  c a se  h a s  a  sp e c ia l  r e la t io n  o f  d isc o n f o rm ity  to  

th e  ru le s  o f  m o ra ls  : i t  is t h e  p r o f a n a t io n  o f  a  s ac re d  p la ce .

5 °  A  m o ra l  c i r c u m s ta n c e  g iv e s  a n  e s s e n t ia l  sp e c ie s  o f 

m o ra l i ty  to  a  h u m a n  a c t  w h e n  i t  p a ss e s  in to  th e  c o nd i t io n  o f

(1 ) Jo a n n e  ̂ a Sa n c t o  Tö o ma, C u rsu s T lieo l., t .  V , X X I ,  d isp . X ,  
a rt . 2 , p p . 8 6 4 -8 6 5  (V iv e s ) .

(2) I  I I ,  q . 1 8 , a . 10 .
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p r im a ry  o b je c t , i .e .,  b e c o m e s  th e  p r im a r y  o b je c t  o f t h e  a c t .  

I n  th is  c a se , th e  h u m a n  a c t  d e r iv e s  i t s  p r im a r y  g o od n e ss  o r  

m a l ic e  f r o m  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e  : e v e ry  a c t  is  sp e c if ie d  b y  i ts  

o b je c t .

T h e r e  a r e  tw o  c a se s  in  w h ic h  t h i s  m a y  o c c u r :

a) w h e n  a n  a c t  w h ic h  o f i ts e l f  is  g o o d  b e c o m e s  e v i l  fro m  

a  c ir c u m s ta n c e  ; v .g ., a lm sg iv in g  f ro m  v a in g lo r y  ;

b) w h e n  a  m o ra l l y  in d i f f e r e n t a c t  b e c o m e s  g o o d  o r  e v il  

f ro m  a  c i r c u m s ta n c e  ; v .g ., w a lk in g  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e o f t h e f t  

o r  o f a lm s g iv in g .

I n  o th e r  cases, a  c ir c u m sta n c e  d oes n o t  g iv e  a n  a c t  it s  p r im ary  g o o d n ess 
or m a lice , i .e .,  it s  es se n t ia l sp ec ies in  th e  g en u s o f  m o ra li ty . F o r  e i th e r  a g o o d 
c ir c u m sta n c e  is  a d d ed  to  a n  a c t  w h ich  is e v i l  f rom  i t s  o b je c t ;  o r  a n  e v i l  c ir cu m 
sta n c e  is su p e rv e n ie n t  to  a n  a c t  w h ich  is  ev i l f rom i t s  o b je c t ,  a n d , in  th is  ca se , 
th e  p r im ary  m a lice  o f th e  a c t  is d e r iv ed  from  it s  ob je c t ,  n o t  f rom  th e  c ir 
cu m sta n ce ; o r  a g oo d  c i r c u m sta n ce  is a n n e x ed  to  a n  a c t  w h ich  is g o o d  from  it s 
o b jec t,  a n d , in  th is  case , th e  p r im a ry  g o o d n ess o f  t h e  a c t  is  d e r iv ed  from  its 
o b je c t .

6 °  A  m o ra l  c i r c u m s ta n c e  g iv e s  a  h u m a n  a c t  a n  a c c id en ta l  

sp e c ie s  o f m o r a l i t y  w h e n  i t  p a ss e s  in to  t h e  c o n d i t io n  o f o b je c t ,  

b u t  d o e s  n o t  g iv e  th e  a c t  i ts  p r im a r y  g o o d n e ss  o r  ma lic e .

I n  th i s  c a se , th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e  b e c o m e s  a  s e c o n d a ry  o b je c t  

o f  th e  a c t .

I n  o rd e r  t h a t  a  m o ra l  c i r c u m s ta n c e  g iv e  a  h u m a n  a c t a n  

a c c id e n ta l  sp e c ie s  in  th e  g e n u s  o f m o r a l i t y ,  th r e e  c o n d i t io n s  

m u s t  b e  fu l f i l le d  :

a) t h e  a c t  m u s t  b e  m o ra l l y  g o o d  o r  e v i l in  v i r t u e  o f  i ts  

o b je c t ,  n o t  in d i f fe re n t ;

b) t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e  m u s t  o f i ts e l f  h a v e  a  r e la t io n  o f c o n 

f o r m i ty  o r  d is c o n f o rm ity  to  t h e  ru le s  o f m o ra ls  ;

c) th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e  m u s t  n o t  c h a n g e  t h e  g o o d n e ss  o f th e  

a c t  in to  m a l ic e  O ); v .g .,  t h e f t  c o m m i t te d  fo r  th e  pu rp o s e  o f 

a d u l te r y  w h ic h  is in te n d e d  f r o m  a  m o t iv e  o f  v e n g e a nc e  h a s  

th r e e  d i s t i n c t  sp e c ie s  o f e v il  : a n  e s s e n t ia l  sp e c ie s  o f e v i l ,  w h ic h

( l j  Jo a n n e s a  Sa nc t o  Tho m a , C u rsu s Theol., t .  V , q . X X I ,  d isp . X ,
a . 1 (V iv è s ) .
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is t h e f t ;  a n d  tw o  a c c id e n ta l  sp e c ie s  o f e v i l ,  n a m e ly ,  o f a d u ’te r y  

a n d  o f v e n g e a n c e .

880. T he m o ral i ty  o f h um a n  a cts  is  d e p e n d e n t  in  a 
sp ec ial  w ay  u p o n  th e  en d .—  1° W e  m u s t  m a k e  a  d is t in c t io n  

b e tw e e n  th e  e n d  o f  th e  w o rk  a n d  th e  e n d  o f  t h e  a g e nt.

T h e  end o f the w ork is  th e  o b je c t  to  w h ic h  a n  a c t  o f i ts  v e ry  

n a tu r e  te n d s .

T h e  end o f the agent is  th e  e n d  w h ic h  th e  a g e n t  in te n d s .

2 °  A  d is t in c t io n  m u s t  b e  m a d e  to o  b e tw e e n  t h e  in te rn a l  

a c t  a n d  th e  e x te r n a l  a c t ,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  b o th  a re  c on s id e re d  a s  

v o lu n ta r y  a c ts .

T h e  in te rna l act is  th e  a c t  o f  w il l in g  a n d  in te n d in g  th e  e n d .

T h e  externa l act is  t h e  a c t  w h ic h  r e s u l ts  f r o m  th e  in te r n a l  

a c t ,  a n d  is r e la te d  to  i t  a s  t h e  a c t  c o m m a n d e d  to  th e  a c t  c o m 

m a n d in g  ; v .g . , t h e  c h o ic e  o f m e a n s .

3 °  T h e  e n d  o f t h e  a g e n t  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  u n d e r  th re e  

a sp e c ts .

F irst, th e  e n d  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  in  re la t io n  to  th e  in te rn a l  

a c t ,  in  w h ic h  c ase  i t  is n o t  a  c i r c u m s ta n c e , b u t  the  o b je c t  w h ic h  

p ro p e r ly  a n d  d i r e c t l y  sp ec if ie s  th e  a c t .

Second ly, t h e  e n d  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  in  re la t io n  to  th e  

e x te r n a l  a c t  a s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  m e a n s  e s s e n t ia l ly  r ela te d  a n d  

c o n d u c iv e  to  th e  e n d , a n d  h e n c e  in te n d e d  o n ly  b e c a us e  o f t h e  

e n d . I n  th is  c ase , th e  e n d  o f th e  a g e n t  is n o t  a  c ir c u m s ta n c e  

in  r e la t io n  to  th e  e x te r n a l  a c t ,  b u t  r a th e r  a p p e r tain s  in d i r e c t ly  

to  th e  f i r s t  sp e c i f ic a t io n  o f t h is  a c t  : fo r  th e  m ea n s , w h ic h  

c o n s t i tu te  th e  p ro p e r  o b je c t  o f th e  e x te r io r  a c t ,  ar e  s o u g h t o n ly  

a s  r e la te d  to  a n d  b e c a u se  o f  th e  e n d .

T h ird ly , th e  e n d  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  in  re la t io n  to  th e  e x 

te r n a l  a c t  a s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  m e a n s  w h ic h  a re  a c c id en ta l ly  

r e la te d  to  th e  e n d .  I n  th is  c a se , th e  e n d  o f t h e  a ge n t  is a  c i r 

c u m s ta n c e , w h ic h  g iv e s  th e  e x te r n a l  a c t  a n  a c c id e n ta l  g o o d 

n e ss  o r  m a l ic e  ( l ).

C l) J o a n n es  a  S a n c t o  T h o m a,  C u r s u s  T h e o l . , t .  V , q . 1, d isp . 1, a . 3 , 
n. X X X I X  (V iv e s ) .

5



1 0 0 M O N A S T I C S

T h u s  t h e f t  c o m m i t te d  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f v e n g e a n c e  ha s  

th e  m a l ic e  o f t h e f t ,  w h ic h  is i t s  p r im a r y  m a l ic e  d er iv e d  f r o m  

th e  o b je c t , a n d  a lso  th e  a c c id e n ta l  m a l ic e  o f v e n g ea n c e ,  w h ic h  

is sp e c i f ic a l ly  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  th e  m a l ic e  o f  t h e f t .  I n  o th e r  w o rd s , 

th e  e n d  o f t h e  a g e n t  as  a  c i r c u m s ta n c e  in  th is  c a se g iv e s  th e  

e x te r n a l  a c t  a n  a c c id e n ta l  sp e c ie s  in  th e  g e n u s  o f m o r a l i ty .

4 °  N e v e r th e le s s , u n d e r  th e  a s p e c t  o f a  v o lu n ta r y  a ct ,  a  

h u m a n  a c t  w h o se  c o m p o n e n t  p a r t s  a r e  a n  in te r n a l  a c t a n d  a n  

e x te r n a l  a c t  is  f o r m a l l y  sp e c i f ie d  b y  th e  e n d  o f t he  a g e n t .  F o r  

th e  fo rm a l elem ent o f s u c h  a n  a c t  is th e  i n te r n a l  a c t ,  w h ic h  is 

th e  c o m m a n d in g  a c t ,  a n d  i t s  m ateria l elem ent is  t h e  e x te r n a l  

a c t ,  w h ic h  is c o m m a n d e d . B u t  t h e  i n te r n a l  a c t  is  spe c i f ie d  

b y  th e  e n d  o f t h e  a g e n t  in  th e  ro le  o f o b je c t ,  w h e re a s  th e  e x 

te r n a l  a c t  is  sp ec if ie d  b y  i t s  p r o p e r  o b je c t .  H e n c e i t  fo l lo w s  

t h a t  th e  fo rm a l  e le m e n t  in  a  v o lu n ta r y  a c t  is  sp e c if ie d  b y  th e  

e n d  o f t h e  a g e n t.  I n  o th e r  w o rd s , t h e  sp e c ie s  o f a  h u m a n  a c t  

is  c o n s id e re d  fo rm a l ly  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  e n d , a n d  m a te r ia l l y  

in  r e la t io n  to  th e  o b je c t  o f t h e  e x te r n a l  a c t  ( ') .  T h e re fo re  

a m a n  who steals fo r  the -purpose o f com m itting  adulte ry  is , s tr ic t

ly  speak ing , more adulterer than  th ief.

881. H u m a n  a c ts  co n s id ered  in  th e  a b s tr a c t ca n  be 
m o ra lly  in d if fe ren t, b u t , co n sid e red  in  th e  co n c re te , 
m u s t  be m o ra lly  good  or m o ra l ly  ev il. —  1 °  P re l im 

in a r ie s.—  a) I t  is  w i th  h u m a n ,  i .e .,  d e l ib e r a te ,  a c ts  t h a t  w e  are  

d e a l in g  a t  p r e s e n t ,  n o t  w i th  a c ts  o f m a n ,  i .e . ,  in de l ib e r a te  a c ts ,  

s u c h  a s  th e  ru b b in g  o f th e  h a n d s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  in flu e n c e  o f 

th e  im a g in a t io n .

b) M o ra l  in d i f fe re n c e  is t h e  la c k  o f b o th  c o n f o r m i ty a n d  

d is c o n f o r m i ty  w i th  th e  ru le s  o f m o ra l i ty .

c) A  h u m a n  a c t  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  in  the abstract ( in  spec ie ), 

i. e .,  in  r e la t io n  o n ly  to  th e  o b je c t  w h ic h  sp ec if ie s  i t ,  a n d  h e n c e  

w i th o u t  re fe re n c e  to  i t s  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  ; a n d  in  the concrete 

( in  in d iv id uo ), i .e .,  in  r e la t io n  to  a l l  t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  w h ic h  

g iv e  i t  d e te r m in a t io n .  1

(1) I - I I ,  q .  18, a .  6 . —  C a j e t  a n u s ,  su-pra eum ide m  a r t ic u lu m .
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d) S c o tu s  te a c h e s  t h a t  n o  h u m a n  a c t ,  c o n s id e re d  in  th e 

a b s t r a c t ,  c a n  b e  m o ra l l y  in d i f f e r e n t,  b u t ,  c o n s id e re d  in  th e  c o n 

c re te ,  so m e  h u m a n  a c ts  a re  m o ra l ly  in d i f fe re n t.

A c c o rd in g  to  V a sq u e z , h u m a n  a c ts , c o n s id e re d  b o th  in  

th e  a b s t r a c t  a n d  in  th e  c o n c r e te ,  c a n  b e  m o ra l l y  ind i f fe re n t.

S t. T h o m a s  h o ld s  t h a t  so m e  h u m a n  a c ts ,  c o n s id e re d  in  

t h e  a b s t r a c t ,  c a n  b e  m o ra l l y  in d i f f e r e n t ;  b u t ,  c o n sid e re d  in  th e  

c o n c re te , e v e ry  h u m a n  a c t  m u s t  b e  m o ra l l y  g o o d  o r  mo ra l l y  

e v il.

2 °  P roof. —  1) H u m a n  acts, considered in  the abstract, 

can be m ora lly  ind iffe ren t. —  E v e r y  h u m a n  a c t  is  sp ec if ie d  

m o ra l l y  b y  i t s  o b je c t . B u t  th e r e  a re  so m e  o b je c ts  wh ic h  o f 

th e m s e lv e s  h a v e  n o  r e la t io n  o f c o n f o r m i ty  o r  d is c o nf o rm ity  

to  th e  ru le s  o f m o r a l i t y  ; v .g ., th e  o b je c ts  o f w a lk in g , e a t in g ,  

ta lk in g , e tc . T h e re fo re .

2 ) Considered in  the concrete, h u m a n  acts m u st be m orally  

good or m ora lly  evil. —  A  h u m a n  a c t  w h ic h  is  d o n e  fo r  a n  e n d  

c a n n o t  b e  m o ra l l y  in d i f fe re n t.  B u t  e v e r y  h u m a n  a c t , c o n 

s id e re d  in  th e  c o n c re te , is  d o n e  f o r  a n  e n d .  T h e re fo re ,  c o n 

s id e re d  in  th e  c o n c re te , h u m a n  a c ts  c a n n o t  b e  m o ra ll y  i n 

d i f f e r e n t, i.e .,  m u s t  b e  m o ra l ly  g o o d  o r  m o ra l l y  evi l .

M ajo r . —  A  h u m a n  a c t  w h ic h  is d o n e  fo r  a n  e n d  e i th e r  

is d i r e c te d  to  i t s  d u e  e n d , a n d  t h u s  c o n fo rm s  to  the  o rd e r  o f 

r e a so n ,  a n d  is m o ra l l y  g o o d  ; o r  i t  is  n o t  d i r e c te d t o  i t s  d u e  

e n d , in  w h ic h  c a se  i t  is a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  re a so n , an d  is  m o ra l l y  

e v i l .  H e n c e  a  h u m a n  a c t  w h ic h  is  d o n e  f o r  a n  e n d  c an n o t  b e  

m o ra l l y  in d i f fe re n t.

M in o r .—  A  h u m a n  a c t ,  c o n s id e re d  in  th e  c o n c r e te ,  i .e ., 

a s  r e la te d  to  a l l  i t s  c i r c u m s ta n c e s , is  a lw a y s  d o n e fo r  a n  e n d , 

a t  le a s t  f o r  th e  e n d  o f  t h e  a g e n t.

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1 . W h a t  is m e a n t  b y  t h e  so u rc es o f m o r a l i ty  ?

2 ., D e f in e  th e  o b je c t  o f  a  h u m a n  a c t  in  it s  w id e  a nd  s t r ic t  a c c e p ta t io n , 
s ta te  w h a t  is m ea n t  b y  th e  o b je c t  o f  a h u m a n  a c t  in i t s  m o ra l a sp ec t;  a n d 
ex p la in  w h y  t h e  p r im a ry  g o o d n e ss or m a l ic e  o f  a  h u ma n  a c t  d e r iv es from  th e 
o b je c t  w h ich  sp ec if ies  i t .
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3 . D e f in e  c i r c u m sta n ce s o f a h u m a n  a c t,  a n d  n a m e th e m ;  ex p la in  w h e n 
a c i r c u m sta n ce  in c rea se s or le ss en s th e  g o o d n e ss or m a lice  o f a n  a c t  w ith o u t 
c h a n g in g  i t s  sp ec if ic  m o ra li ty ;  s ta te  w h a t is  req u ired  t h a t  a  c i r c u m sta n c e  g iv e 
a h u m a n  a c t  a  sp ec ies  in  th e  g en u s o f  m o ra li ty , w h en  i t  p a sses in to  t h e  c o n d i- 
t io n  o f o b je c t , in  w h a t  ca ses i t  g iv e s a  h u m a n  a c t  i t s  p r im a ry  g o o d n e ss  or 
m a lice , a n d  w h a t  is requ ired  th a t  i t  g iv e  a  h u m a n  ac t  a n  a c c id e n ta l sp ec ies 
in  t h e  g e n u s o f m o r a li ty .

4 . D is t in g u is h  b e tw e en : in te r n a l a c t  an d  ex te rn a l ac t , en d  o f  t h e  w ork 
a n d  en d  o f  th e  a g e n t ;  ex p la in  w h e th e r  t h e  en d  o f  t he  a g e n t  is a c ir c u m sta n c e 
in  re la t io n  to  th e  in te rn a l  a c t , h o w  th e  en d o f  th e  a g e n t  sp ec if ies  th e  e x te rn a l 
a c t  co n ce rn ed  w ith  m ea n s es se n t ia lly  re la ted  a n d  con d u c iv e  t o  th is  en d , w h en 
th e  en d  o f th e  a g e n t  g iv e s th e  ex te rn a l a c t  an  a c c id e n ta l g o o d n e ss or m a lic e , 
a n d  u n d er  w h a t  a sp e c t  th e  sp ec ies  o f  a  h u m a n  a c t  is co n s id e r ed  fo r m a lly  in 
re la t io n  to  t h e  en d .

5 . W h a t is m o ra l in d i f fe re n c e?  C an  h u m a n  a c ts  b e  m ora lly  in d if fe r 
e n t  ? E x p la in .
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C O N SE Q U E N C E S  O F  M O R A L IT Y

P ro lo g u e .— A human act is righteous or sinful in relation 
to its end, praiseworthy or blameworthy in as much as it is in 
the power of the will, and meritorious or demeritorious in rela
tion to retribution rendered according to justice ('). Hence 
there will be three articles in this chapter.

Sin

Im p u ta b i l i ty  and  
re sp o n s ib i l i ty

i D e f in it io n  o f  s in  
I D iv is io n s  o f  s in
] S p e c if ic  a n d  n u m er ica l d is t in c t io n  o f  s in s 
[ P h i lo so p h ic a l s in

S ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e st io n 
T h es is :  M o r a l a c ts  a re im p u ta b le ; a n d  m a n , 

as a  m o ra l a g e n t , is re sp o n s ib le 
fo r  h is  m o ra l a c ts 

C o ro lla r ies

M er it  a n d  d em er it

S ta te m e n t  o f t h e  q u e st io n 
T h es is :  B y  h is  h u m a n  a c ts , m an  ca n  m er it 

or d em e r it  b e fo re  in d iv id u a l m en , 
b e fo re  so c ie ty ,  an d  b e fo re  G od 

[ D if f ic u l t ie s

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 2 1 ,  a. 3 .
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S I N

882. D e f in it io n  of s in .—  T h e  te r m s  e v i l,  s in , a n d  f a u l t  

(cu lpa ), th o u g h  u s e d  s y n o n o m o u s ly , d i f fe r  in  c o m p re h e n s io n . 

E v il  is  th e  p r i v a t io n  o f  g o o d  in  a  th in g  o r  in  a n  a c t .  S in is  th e  

p r i v a t i o n  o f g o o d  in  a n  a c t .  T h u s  s in  is  f o u n d  in  th e  o rd e r  

o f n a tu r e ,  v .g .,  w h e n  a  m o n s te r  is e n g e n d e re d ; in  th e  o rd e r  o f 

a r t ,  w h e n  a n  a r t i f a c t  d o e s  n o t  c o n fo rm  to  th e  ru le s o f  a r t ;  a n d  

in  th e  o rd e r  of m o r a l i ty ,  w h e n  a n  a c t  is a t  v a r ia n ce  w ith  th e  ru le s  

o f  m o r a ls . A  s in  is a  fa u l t w h e n  i t  is t h e  e v i l o f a  h u m a n  a c t .  

T h u s  s in  h a s  g r e a te r  e x te n s io n  t h a n  f a u l t ,  b u t  le sse r  e x te n s io n  

t h a n  e v il .  M o ra l is ts  u s u a l l y  c o n s id e r  s in  a n d  f a u l t a s  o n e  a n d  

th e  sa m e  th in g .  T h e re fo re  s in , u n d e r  th e  a s p e c t  o f f a u l t ,  m a y  

b e  d e f in e d : an evil hu m an  act ( 1).

883. D iv is io n s o f s in .—  1° T h e o lo g ia n s  d is t in g u is h  b e 

tw e e n  o rig ina l s in , c o m m i t te d  b y  A d a m  a n d  t r a n s m i t t e d  to  a ll  

h is  p o s te r i t y ,  a n d  personal s in , w h ic h  a  p e rs o n  c o n t r a c ts  b y  h is  

o w n  a c t io n .

2 °  P e rs o n a l  s in  m a y  b e  a c tu a l  o r  h a b i tu a l .  A c tu a l s in  is 

a n  a c t ,  o r  t h e  o m iss io n  o f a n  a c t ,  w h ic h  is  in  d is co n f o rm i ty  w i th  

th e  ru le s  o f m o r a l i t y ;  a n d  habitua l s in  is  th e  m o ra l  d is o rd e r  

w h ic h  r e m a in s  in  th e  so u l  a f te r  t h e  c o m m is s io n  o f  ac tu a l  s in , 

a n d  is c a l le d  th e  s ta t e  o f s in .

3 °  A c tu a l  s in  is grave in  a s  m u c h  a s  m a n  a b s o lu te ly  a n d  

e f f ic a c io u s ly  t u r n s  a w a y  f r o m  h is  u l t im a te  e n d  a n d  f in d s  d e l ig h t 

in  a  c r e a te d  g o o d ; a n d  l igh t in  a s  m u c h  a s  m a n  r e la t i v e ly  a n d  

in e f f ic a c io u s ly  t u r n s  a w a y  f r o m  h is  u l t im a te  e n d  a nd  f in d s  

d e l ig h t  in  a  c r e a te d  g o o d , i .e ., o n ly  a s  r e g a rd s  a  d e te r m in a te  a c t .

( 1 )  I - I I ,  q .  7 1 , a .  6 .
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a n d  w i th o u t  c e a s in g  to  b e  h a b i tu a l l y  t u r n e d  to  G o d  as  h is  

u l t im a te  e n d .

4 °  T h e re  a re  m a n y  o th e r  d iv is io n s  o f s in ;  v .g .,  s ins  o f o m is 

s io n , s in s  o f c o m m iss io n , s in s  o f  t h e  f le sh , s p i r i tu a l  s in s , e tc .

884. Specific  a n d  n u m e r ic al  d i s t in c t io n  o f s in s .—
1 ° S in c e  a  s in  is  a n  e v il  h u m a n  a c t ,  s in s  a re  specifica lly d is t in c t  

w h ic h  h a v e  d is t in c t  f o rm a l o b je c ts  in  th e  o rd e r  o f m o ra l i ty .

2 °  S in s  a re  a lso  num er ica lly d i s t i n c t  in  v i r tu e  o f t h e i r  o b 

je c ts . H e n c e  th e re  a re  a s  m a n y  s in s  as  th e r e  a re  t ota l  o b je c ts  in  

th e  o rd e r  o f m o r a l i t y :  if  th e r e  is o n ly  o n e  t o ta l  ob je c t , th e r e  is 

o n e  s in ;  i f  th e r e  a re  m a n y  t o ta l  o b je c ts ,  th e r e  a re m a n y  s in s ; 

v .g ., c o m p le te d  e x te r n a l  s in s  a re  m u l t ip l ie d  a c c o rdin g  to  th e  

m u lt ip l i c a t io n  o f t h e i r  t o ta l  o b je c t . T h u s  a  m a n  w ho  m u rd e rs  

th r e e  p e rso n s  is  g u i l ty  o f th r e e  s in s  o f m u rd e r .

885. P h i lo so p h ica l s in .—  I n  t h e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  

th e re  w a s  m u c h  h e a te d  d is c u s s io n  o n  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y o f  p h i lo 

so p h ic a l  s in , i .e ., o f t h e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f s in  w h ic h w o u ld  b e  a t  

v a r ia n c e  w ith  re a so n ,  b u t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  o f fen s iv e  t o G o d ; v .g .,  

s in  in  a  p e rs o n  ig n o r a n t  o f th e  e x is te n c e  o f  G o d .

O n  24  A u g u s t , 1 6 9 0 , A le x a n d e r  V I I I  p u t  a n  e n d  to  the  

c o n t ro v e rs y  b y  d e c la r in g  a n d  c o n d e m n in g  th e  fo l lo w in g  p r o p o 

s i t io n  a s  s c a n d a lo u s ,  te m e r a r io u s ,  e r ro n e o u s , a n d  of fen s iv e  to  

p io u s  e a rs  ( J) : (( P h i lo s o p h ic a l  o r  m o ra l  s in  is a h u m a n  a c t  in  

d is c o n fo rm ity  w i th  r a t i o n a l  n a tu r e  a n d  r i g h t  r e a s o n; a n d  th e o 

lo g ic a l  a n d  m o r ta l  s in  is  a  f r e e  t r a n s g r e s s io n  o f  th e  D iv in e  la w . 

H o w e v e r  g r ie v o u s  i t  m a y  b e , p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s in  in  o ne  w h o  is 

e i th e r  ig n o r a n t  o f G o d  o r  d o e s  n o t  a c tu a l l y  t h i n k  of G o d j i s  

in d e e d  a  g ra v e  s in , b u t  n o t  a n  o f fen se  to  G o d , n o r  a  m o r ta l  s in  

d is so lv in g  f r ie n d s h ip  w i th  G o d , n o r  d e se rv in g  e te r na l  p u n is h 

m e n t . » 1

(1) D e n z i n g e r -B a n n w a b t , 1 2 9 0 .
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I M P U T A B I L I T Y  A N D  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y

886. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° T o  im p u te ,  in  

i t s  e ty m o lo g y , h a s  th e  s a m e  m e a n in g  as  to  c o m p u te ,  a n d  is u se d  

to  s ig n i fy  th e  a c t  o f c o m p u t in g  w h a t  is d u e  to  m a n  in  v i r t u e  o f 

h is  m o ra ls  a c ts .

2 °  I m p u t a t i o n  m a y  b e  b r ie f ly  d e s c r ib e d :  the a ttr ibu tion  o f 

a m ora l act; a n d  d e f in e d : the ju d g m e n t by w h ich a m ora l act, 

or its  om iss ion , is  attr ibuted to i ts  author in  as m uch  as i ts  author 

is  a m o ra l agent.

H e n c e  im p u ta b i l i t y  m a y  b e  d e f in e d : the p roperty  o f  a m ora l 

act in  v ir tue  o f w hich i t  is  attr ibuted to i ts  author in  as m uch  as he 

has dom in ion  over th is  act, i.e ., is  a free  agent.

3 0 T h e  c o n c e p t  o f r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  is c o r r e la t iv e  to t h e  c o n 

c e p t  o f im p u ta b i l i t y .  B u t  im p u ta b i l i t y  h a s  re fe re n ce  t o  th e  

a c t ,  w h e re a s  re s p o n s ib i l i t y  h a s  re fe re n c e  to  th e  a ge n t :  a n  a c t  

is  im p u ta b le ,  w h e re a s  m a n  is  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  h is  a ct .

R e s p o n s ib i l i t y  m a y  b e  d e f in e d : the p roperty  o f  m a n  as a 

free  being in  v ir tue  o f w hich he m u st render an  account o f h is  acts.

R e s p o n s ib i l i t y  is m oral, a s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  o b l ig a t io n  

o f re n d e r in g  a n  a c c o u n t  in  c o n sc ie n c e , in  th e  i n te rn a l  fo r u m , a n d  

b e fo re  G o d ;  a n d  ju r id ic a l,  a s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  o b l ig a t io n  o f 

re n d e r in g  a n  a c c o u n t  in  a  c o u r t ,  in  th e  e x te r n a l  f or u m , o r  b e fo re  

a  ju d g e .

J u r id i c a l  re s p o n s ib i l i t y  m a y  b e  pena l, i .e . ,  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  

t h e  in f l ic t in g  o f p u n is h m e n t  fo r  c r im e , o r  civil,  i .e . ,  c o n c e rn e d  

w ith  re d re ss  f o r  h a r m  d o n e  e v e n  in c u lp a b ly .

4 °  D e te r m in is ts  g e n e r a l ly , a n d  t h e  sc h o o l o f a n th r op o lo g y  

o r  c r im in a l  so c io lo g y  o f L o m b ro so , F e r r i ,  a n d  o th e rs ,  w h ic h  a t -
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t r i b u t e  th e  c r im e s  o f m e n  to  a b n o r m a l  p h y s ic o -o rg a nic  s ta te s ,  

d e n y  th e  im p u ta b i l i t y  o f  h u m a n  a c ts ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n tly  m a n ’s 

re s p o n s ib i l i t y . H o w e v e r , t h e  a r g u m e n ts  fo r  th e  e x iste n c e  o f 

l i b e r ty  a re  a  v a l id  r e f u ta t i o n  o f  t h is  te a c h in g .

887. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E SIS .—  M o r a l  a c t s  a r e  i m p u t a b l e ; a n d  m a n ,

A S  A  M O R A L  A G E N T ,  I S  R E S P O N S I B L E  

F O R  H I S  M O R A L  A C T S .

F irst  p a r t . — M ora l acts are im pu tab le .— A ll a c ts  a r e  a t t r i b 

u ta b le  t o  a g e n ts  : a c t io n s  b e lo n g  to  s u p p o s i ts .  B u t a  m o ra l  

a c t  h a s  m o r a l i ty  in  a d d i t io n  to  i t s  p h y s ic a l  e n t i t y.  T h e re fo re ,  

b e s id e s  t h e  p h y s ic a l  a t t r i b u t i o n  w h ic h  a p p e r ta in s  to  a l l  a c ts ,  

a  m o ra l  a c t  a s  s u c h  h a s  a  sp e c ia l  a t t r i b u t i o n ,  c a l le d  im p u t a 

b i l i t y  ; in  o th e r  w o rd s , m o ra l  a c ts  a r e  im p u ta b le .

S econ d  p a r t .—  M a n , as a  m ora l agent, is  responsib le fo r 

h is m ora l acts.—  A  f re e  a g e n t  is re s p o n s ib le  fo r  h is  m o ra l  a c ts .  

B u t  m a n , a s  a  m o ia l  a g e n t ,  is  a  f re e  a g e n t .  T h e re fore  m a n , 

a s  a  m o ra l  a g e n t ,  is  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  h is  m o ra l  a c ts.

M a jo r .—  A  f re e  a g e n t  is u n d e r  o b l ig a t io n  t o  r e n d e r  a n  

a c c o u n t  o f h is  a c ts  in  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  h a s  d o m in io n  ov e r  th e m .

888. C oro lla r ies.—  1° I m p u t a b i l i t y  is a lw a y s  a s s o c ia te d  

w ith  m o r a l i ty ,  b e c a u s e  m o ra l  a c ts  a re  im p u ta b le  ; bu t  m o r a l i ty  

is d i s t i n c t  f ro m  im p u ta b i l i t y .  M o r a l i t y  is  th e  r e lat io n  o f a n  

a c t  to  r i g h t  r e a so n ,  w h ic h  is  th e  ru le  o r  m e a s u re  of g o o d n e ss  

o r  e v i l ; im p u ta b i l i t y  is  t h e  r e la t io n  o f a n  a c t  to t h e  w il l, b y  

w h ic h  m a n  h a s  d o m in io n  o v e r  h is  a c ts .

2 °  T h e  f o u n d a t io n  o f im p u ta b i l i t y  a n d  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  is 

l ib e r ty .  H e n c e , if  l i b e r t y  is  le sse n e d , im p u ta b i l i ty  a n d  r e 

s p o n s ib i l i t y  a re  le sse n e d  ; a n d ,  i f  l i b e r t y  is  ta k en  a w a y , im 

p u ta b i l i t y  a n d  re s p o n s ib i l i t y  a r e  ta k e n  a w a y .

3 °  T h e  c o n c e p t o f r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  m u s t  b e  c a r e fu l ly  d is 

t in g u is h e d  f ro m  th e  c o n c e p t o f s o l id a r i ty  a s  i n te r pr e te d  b y
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m a n y  m o d e rn s . S o l id a r i t y  is d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  so lid o r  w h o le , 

a n d  s ig n if ie s  t h e  m u tu a l  d e p e n d e n c e  o f p a r t s  in  a  wh o le , a n d , 

a c c o rd in g  to  C o m te  (*), L e o n  B o u rg e o is ,  a n d  o th e r s , i t  m e a n s  

th e  d e p e n d e n c e  w h ic h  e x is ts  b e tw e e n  su cc e ss iv e  g e n er a t io n s  

in  a  so c ie ty .  H e n c e ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th is  te a c h in g ,  r es p o n s ib i l i t y  

d o e s  n o t  p r o p e r ly  b e lo n g  to  t h e  in d iv id u a l  m e n  w h o  p e r fo rm  

h u m a n  a c ts ,  b u t  to  s o c ie ty  a n d  p re c e d in g  g e n e r a t io ns .  M o re 

o v e r , in d iv id u a l  m a n  w o u ld  n o t  b e  re s p o n s ib le  o n ly  fo r  h is  

o w n  a c ts ,  b u t  fo r  th e  a c ts  o f o th e rs .

T h is  c o n c e p t o f s o l id a r i ty  is u n te n a b le  b e c a u s e  i t  im p l ie s  

t h a t  m a n  is a  p a r t  o f s o c ie ty , n o t  a s  a  p e rs o n  w h o  h a s  d o m in io n  

o v e r  h is  a c ts ,  b u t  in  th e  sa m e  w a y , f o r  e x a m p le , a s a n  o rg a n  

is  a  p a r t  o f a  l i v in g  b e in g .

T h e  f o u n d a t io n  o f re s p o n s ib i l i t y  is l i b e r t y  ; a n d  lib e r ty  

b e lo n g s  e s s e n t ia l ly  to  in d iv id u a l  m a n . P r o v id e d  t h at  th e se  

tw o  t r u t h s  a re  s a fe g u a rd e d , w e a d m i t  t h a t  a  c e r ta in s o l id a r i ty  

d o e s  o b ta  n  a m o n g  m e n  ; a n d  o f i t  w e  sh a l l  s p e a k  late r .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. D e f in e :  im p u ta t io n , im p u ta b i l i ty ,  re sp o n s ib il i t y ,  m o ra l re sp o n s ib i l i ty , 
a n d  ju r id ica l r e sp o n s ib i l i ty .

2 . P ro v e  th a t  m o ra l a c ts  a re im p u ta b le , a n d  a lso  t ha t  m a n , as a m ora l 
a g e n t , is resp o n s ib le  fo r  h is  m o ra l a c ts .

3 . D is t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  im p u ta b i l i t y  a n d  m o r a li ty . 1

(1) D a n s  c h a q u e  p h é n o m èn e  so c ia l,  s u r to u t  m o d e rn e , le s  p réd écesseu rs 
p a r t ic ip e n t  p lus q u e  les  c o n te m p o r a in s .—  P o li t .  P o sit iv e , D is t.  p rê l., I ,  3 6 4 .
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M E R I T  A N D  D E M E R I T

8 8 9 . S ta te m e n t  of th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° M e r i t  m a y  b e  

d e f in e d  in  a  g e n e ra l  w a y  a s  a  r e la t io n  in  ju s t ic e  to  r e t r i b u t i o n .

2 °  T h e  re q u is i te s  o f m e r i t  a re  f o u r  in  n u m b e r  :

a) T h e  p e rs o n  w h o  m e r i ts  m u s t  b e  f re e  ; fo r  a  p e rs o n  

w h o  m e r i ts  c a n n o t  g iv e  h is  a c t  in  e x c h a n g e  fo r  a  r ew a r d  e x 

c e p t in  a s  m u c h  as  h e  h a s  d o m in io n  o v e r  h is  a c t s ( 1).

b) M e r i t ,  w h ic h  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  in  the concrete a n d  in  

the abstract. I n  th e  c o n c re te , m e r i t  is  t h e  m e r i to r io u s  a c t io n . 

I n  th e  a b s t r a c t ,  m e r i t  is t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f a n  a c t io n in  v i r t u e  o f 

w h ic h  th is  a c t io n  im p l ie s  a  r e la t io n  to  r e t r i b u t i o n,  b e c a u s e  o f 

i t s  a u t h o r ’s h a v in g  a c te d  to  t h e  b e n e f i t  o r  i n ju r y  o f a n o th e r .

c) R e w a rd  ( in  th e  c a se  o f  m e r i t )  o r  p u n is h m e n t  ( in  t h e  

c a se  o f d e m e r i t ) .

d) A  p e rs o n  w h o  re w a r d s  o r  p u n is h e s .

3 °  M e r i t  m u s t  b e  m e a s u r e d  a c c o rd in g  to  ju s t ic e  (c o m

m u ta t i v e )  ; fo r  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  a n  e q u a l i t y  b e tw e e n  th e  r e 

w a rd  (o r  p u n is h m e n t )  r e c e iv e d  b y  t h e  p e rs o n  w h o  m e ri t s  

a n d  th e  se rv ic e  (o r  in ju r y )  d o n e  b y  h is  a c t  to  a n o th e r .  H e n c e  

a  p e rs o n  p r o p e r ly  m e r i ts  b e c a u s e  b y  h is  a c t  h e  d e s tr o y s  h i s  

e q u a l i t y  w i th  a n o th e r ,  w h ic h  e q u a l i t y  s h o u ld  b e  r e sto r e d  b y  

th e  r e w a r d  h e  re c e iv e s  f o r  th e  se rv ic e  r e n d e r e d  b y  h is  a c t .  I n  

th is  se n se , m e r i t  m a y  b e  d e f in e d  in  r e la t io n  t o  r e tr i b u t i o n  

m a d e  a c c o rd in g  to  ju s t i c e  ; in  o th e r  w o rd s , i t  is  th e  r i g h t  in  

ju s t ic e  to  r e t r ib u t io n .

(1 ) D e V e r ita te , q . 2 9,  a . 6 .
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4 °  M e r i t  is  d iv id e d  in to  condign m erit (m e r i tu m  de con

d igno ), w h ic h  is  m e r i t  in  the str ic t sense, a n d  congruous m erit 

(■ m er itum  de congruo), w h ic h  is  quasi-m erit o r  m erit o f  fitn ess.

C o n d ig n  m e r i t  is the rela tion  o f the w ork to the rew ard due 

to the w ork, and  therefore is  a c la im  to rew ard in  justice .

C o n d ig n  m e r i t  is o f tw o  k in d s :

a) c o n d ig n  m e r i t  o f r igorous jus tic e  (ex rigore ju s t i t ia e ) , i f  th e  

r e la t io n  o f  th e  w o rk  to  th e  r e w a r d  e x c lu d e s  a l l  f a vo r  p r e v io u s 

ly  d o n e  to  t h e  p e rs o n  m e r i t in g  b y  th e  p e rs o n  m a k in g th e  r e 

t r i b u t i o n  ;

b) c o n d ig n  m e r i t  o f cond ign ity (ex co nd ign ita te ), i f  t h e  

r e la t io n  o f t h e  w o rk  to  r e w a r d  p re s u p p o se s  so m e  e lem e n t  o f f a 

v o r  p r e v io u s ly  a c c o rd e d  to  th e  p e rs o n  m e r i t in g  b y  th e  p e rs o n  

m a k in g  t h e  r e t r i b u t i o n ;  v .g ., t h e  m e r i t  o f  a  c r e a tur e  in  r e la t io n  

to  G o d  p r e s u p p o se s  e x is te n c e  a n d  m o v e m e n t  t o  a c t  r ec e iv e d  

f r o m  G o d .

C o n g ru o u s  m e r i t  is th e  r e la t io n  o f th e  w o rk  t o  th e  re w a r d  

n o t  in  v i r t u e  o f th e  w o rk , b u t  r a t h e r  b e c a u s e  o f f itn e ss ,  l ib e r a l i t y ,  

o r  f r ie n d s h ip , a l l  o f w h ic h  a re  a l l ie d  to  ju s t i c e ;  v .g .,  h o n o rs  a re  

d u e  in  v i r t u e  o f a  c e r ta in  f i tn e ss  (d e  c o n g ru o )  t o  a  so ld ie r  w h o  

h a s  d is t in g u is h e d  h im s e lf  b y  b r a v e r y  in  t h e  d e fe n se o f  h is  c o u n 

t r y .

890. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E SIS —  B y  H I S  H U M A N  A C T S ,  M A N  C A N  M E R I T  O R  

D E M E R I T  B E F O R E  I N D I V I D U A L  M E N ,  

B E F O R E  S O C I E T Y ,  A N D  B E F O R E  G oD .

F irs t  p a r t . —  B y  h is  h um an  acts, m an  can m er it or dem er it 

before in d iv id u a l m en.—  H e  w h o  b y  h is  f r e e  a c ts  c a n  c a u s e  a  r e la 

t io n  to  r e t r i b u t i o n  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  ju s t i c e  b e fore  in d iv id u a l  

m e n  c a n  m e r i t  o r  d e m e r i t  w i th  in d iv id u a l  m e n  b y  h is h u m a n  

a c ts .  B u t  m a n  c a n  c a u s e  th is  r e la t io n  b y  h is  f re e  ac ts .  T h e r e 

fo re , b y  h is  h u m a n  a c ts , m a n  c a n  m e r i t  o r  d e m e r i t  be fo re  i n d i 

v id u a l  m e n .

T h e  m ajor is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  s t a t e m e n t  o f t h e  q u e s t io n .
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M in o r .—  B y  h is  f r e e  a c ts , m a n  c a n  d e s t r o y  th e  e q u a l i t y  of 

ju s t ic e  b e tw e e n  h im se lf  a n d  o th e r  m e n ; a n d  th is  e q ua l i t y  o f 

ju s t ic e  c a n  b e  r e s to r e d  b y  r e w a r d  o r  p u n is h m e n t .

S eco n d  p a r t .—  B y  h is  h u m a n  acts, m an  can m erit or dem er

i t  before society.— T h e r e  a re  th r e e  c a se s  in  w h ic h  th is  is p o ss ib le .

a ) I f  a  m a n  d o e s a  se rv ic e  o r  in ju r y  to  a n o th e r  in d iv id u a l  m a n , 

h e  m e r i ts  o r  d e m e r i ts  d i r e c t ly  b e fo re  t h a t  in d iv id ua l  m a n , a n d  

in d i r e c t l y  b e fo re  s o c ie ty :  in d iv id u a l  m a n  is  a  p a r t o f  s o c ie ty .

b) I f  t h e  d o e s  a  se rv ic e  o r  a n  in ju r y  d i r e c t ly  to  s oc ie ty , h e  m e r 

i t s  o r  d e m e r i t s  d i r e c t ly  b e fo re  s o c ie ty , a n d  in d i r ec t ly  b e fo re  

in d iv id u a l  m e n , w h o  a r e  p a r t s  o f so c ie ty , c) I f  h e  d o e s  g o o d  

o r  e v il  to  h im se lf ,  h e  d o e s  n o t  m e r i t  o r  d e m e r i t  b efo re  h im se lf ,  

fo r ,  in  th is  c ase , th e  p e rs o n  w h o  m e r i ts  a n d  th e  p ers o n  w h o  

m a k e s  r e t r i b u t i o n  a re  n o t  d i s t i n c t ;  b u t  h e  m e r i ts  in d i r e c t ly  

b e fo re  s o c ie tv , fo r  e v e ry  m a n  is n a tu r a l l y  a  p a r t  of so c ie ty .

T h ird  p a r t .— B y  h is  h u m a n  acts, m an  can m erit or dem er it 

before God. —  Note: w e a re  d e a l in g  w ith  m e r i t  o f cond ign ity , 

w h ic h  p re su p p o s e s  a  f a v o r  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  G o d .

1 0 H e  w h o  c a n  r e n d e r  d u e  h o n o r  to  G o d  a n d  c a n  a lso  

d is h o n o r  H im  c a n  m e r i t  o r  d e m e r i t  b e fo re  G o d . B u t  ma n  b y  

h is  h u m a n  a c ts  c a n  r e n d e r  d u e  h o n o r  to  G o d  a n d  c a n  a lso  

d is h o n o r  H im . T h e re fo re  m a n  b y  h is  h u m a n  a c ts  c a n  me r i t  

o r  d e m e r i t  b e fo re  G o d .

M a jo r .—  G o d  is  th e  u l t im a te  e n d .  B u t  h e  w h o  re n d e rs  

d u e  h o n o r  to  G o d  p e r f o rm s  a n  a c t  fo r  th e  u l t im a te  en d , a n d  

th e r e f o r e  m e r i ts  th e  u l t im a te  e n d ; a n d  h e  w h o  d is h on o rs  G o d  

a c t s  a t  v a r ia n c e  w i th  th e  u l t im a te  e n d , a n d  h e n c e  de m e r i t s  

th is  e n d . T h e re fo re .

M in o r .—  I f  m a n  p e r f o rm s  a c ts  w h ic h  a re  re fe ra b le  to  G o d , 

h e  r e n d e rs  d u e  h o n o r  to  G o d ;  a n d ,  if  h e  p e r fo rm s  a cts  w h ic h  

c a n n o t  b e  re fe r r e d  to  G o d , h e  d is h o n o rs  H im .

2 °  I n  e v e r y  c o m m u n i ty ,  t h e  r u le r  o f th e  c o m m u n i ty  is 

c o n c e rn e d  c h ie f ly  w i th  t h e  c a re  o f th e  c o m m o n  g o o d ; h e n c e  i t  

a p p e r ta in s  to  h im  to  m a k e  r e t r i b u t i o n  fo r  th e  g o o d  o r  e v il  d o n e
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in  th e  c o m m u n i ty .  B u t  G o d  is th e  g o v e rn o r  a n d  r u le r o f th e  

w h o le  u n iv e rs e .  T h e re fo re  i t  is  e v id e n t  t h a t  h u m a n  a c ts  a re  

m e r i to r io u s  o r  d e m e r i to r io u s  in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  a r e re fe ra b le  

o r  n o t  re fe ra b le  to  G o d ;  fo r  o th e rw is e  G o d  w o u ld  n ot  b e  c o n 

c e rn e d  w ith  h u m a n  a c ts  ( 1).

891. D i f f i c u l t i e s .—  1° M er it  or d em er it  im p l ie s  a  rela t io n  t o  re tr i
b u t io n  fo r  t h e  b en e f i t  o r  in ju ry  d o n e  to  a n oth e r .  B u t  a  g o o d  or e v il  h um a n  
a c t  c a n n o t  b en e f i t  or in ju re  G o d. T h er e fo re  a  g o o d  or ev il  h um a n  a c t  c a n n o t 
b e  m er ito r io u s b e fo re  G o d .

M a jo r .—  Im p l ies a  rela t io n  to  re t r ib u t io n  fo r  t h e  b e n e f it  or in ju ry  d o n e  
to  a n oth e r  or to  th e  h o n o r  d ue  to  h im , I  concede; so le ly  fo r  t h e  p e rso na l b e 
n e f it  or in ju ry  d o n e  to  a n o th e r ,  I  d en y .

M in o r . —  D o e s  n o  b en e f it  or in ju ry  to  th e  h o n o r  d u e  t o  G o d, 1 d e n y , 
d o es n o  p e rso n a l b en e f it  or in ju ry  t o  G o d , 1 concede.

2 °  A n  in s t ru m e n t  n e i th e r  m er its  or d em er its  b e fo re  the  p e rso n  w h o 
u ses i t .  B u t  m an  is th e  in s t ru m e n t  o f  G o d . T h ere fo re  m a n  n e it h e r  m e r i t s 
or d em er its  b e fo re  G o d.

M a jo r.-—  A n  in s t r u m e n t  w h ich  is  n o t  f ree, I  concede-, a free  a g en t , I  d e n y .

M in o r . —  A n in st r u m e n t  w h ich  is n o t  f ree, I  d en y ; a  free  a g e n t , I  concede.

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

E x p la in  ea ch  o f th e  fo llo w in g  te r m s : m er it  in  g en era l, m er it  in  t h e  c o n 
c rete , m er it  in  t h e  a b st r a c t,  co n d ig n  m er it , co n d ign  m er it  o f  r ig o ro u s j u s t ic e , 
c o n d ig n  m er it  o f c o n d ig n i ty , co n g ru o u s m er it .

(1) I - I I ,  q . 2 1 , a . 4 .
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P r in c ip les o f  m ora l acts

P ro lo g u e .—  T h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  m o ra l  a c ts  a r e  o f  tw o  k in d s :  

e x t r in s ic  a n d  in t r in s ic .  T h e  e x tr in s ic  p r in c ip le s  are  la w s  ; a n d  

th e  in t r in s ic  p r in c ip le s  a r e  v i r tu e s .  F i r s t ,  w e  sh al l  d e a l  w i th  

la w s , a n d ,  se c o n d ly , w i th  v i r t u e s .  H e n c e  th e r e  w il l b e  tw o  

c h a p te r s  in  th is  b o o k .

C h a p te r  I .  L a w s . 

C h a p t e r  I I .  V ir tu e s .



C H A P T E R  I

L A W S

P ro lo g u e .—  I n  th is  c h a p te r ,  f i r s t ,  w e  s h a l l  t r e a t  o f la w  

in  g e n e r a l ;  a f te r w a r d s ,  w e  sh a l l  d is c u ss  t h e  e te r n al  la w , th e  

n a t u r a l  la w , a n d  p o s i t iv e  la w s  ; a n d ,  f in a l ly , w e  sh a l l  d e a l  

w i th  c o n sc ie n c e , w h ic h  is t h e  a c t  b y  w h ic h  la w s  a r e a p p l ie d  to  

p a r t i c u la r  a c ts .  H e n c e  t h e r e  w ill b e  f iv e  a r t ic le s  in  th is  c h a p te r .

L a w  in  g en era l

N o t io n  o f  la w  
R e a l d e f in it io n  o f  la w  
L a w  a n d  p r ec ep t 
E f fe c t  a n d  a c ts  o f  la w 
M o r a l o b lig a t io n
M o ra l o b lig a t io n , m o ra li ty , a n d  l ib e r ty  
D iv is io n  o f la w

{
S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e st io n 
T h es is :  T h e  e te r n a l la w  e x is ts  in  G o d 
C o ro lla r ies

N a tu r a l la w

S ta te m e n t  of th e  q u e st io n 
T h es is :  T h e  n a tu ra l la w  ex is ts  in  r a t io n a l 

c rea tu res
D is t in c t io n  o f  th e  p re c ep ts  o f th e  n a tu ra l la w 
I m m u ta b i l i t y  o f  th e  n a tu r a l la w  
D if f ic u lt ie s
D is p e n sa t io n  fro m  th e  n a tu ra l law 
O b lig a t io n  o f th e  n a tu r a l la w  
S a n c t io n  o f th e  n a tu r a l la w

P o s i t iv e  la w

N o t io n  o f  p o s it iv e  la w
D if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  p o s i t iv e  la w  a n d  n a tu r a l 

la w
D iv in e  p o s i t iv e  la w
D e r iv a t io n  o f  h u m a n  la w s  from  t h e  n a tu r a l 

la w
1 N e c e s s i ty  o f h u m a n  la w 

E x te n s io n  o f h u m a n  la w 
C h a n g e  o f  h u m a n  la w 
(Custom  ca n  h a v e  th e  fo rc e  o f la w 
O b lig a t io n  im p o sed  b y  h u m a n  law 
P e n a l la w
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C o n sc ien ce

N o t io n  o f m o ra l c o nsc ie n ce 
T h re e  fu n c t io n s  o f  c o n sc ie n ce 
C o n sc ie n c e  is th e  p r o x im a te  ru le  o f  s u b je c t iv e 

m o r a l i ty  a n d  o b lig a t io n  
D iv i s io n  o f  c o n sc ie n c e 
R u les  o f  c o n sc ie n c e



A R T I C L E  I

L A W  I N  G E N E R A L

892. N o t io n  o f law . —  T h e  te r m  law  h a s  v a r io u s  s ig n if i

c a t io n s .

a ) I n  a  v e ry  w id e  se n se  o f t h e  te r m ,  la w  is a  ru le  b y  w h ic h  

a  b e in g  is m o v e d  to  a c t io n  o r  w i th h e ld  f r o m  i t .  I n  th is  sen se , 

w e s p e a k  o f la w  e v e n  in  re fe re n c e  to  ir ra tio n a l  b e in g s  ; v .g ., 

t h e  la w s  o f p h y s ic s .

b) I n  a  w id e  se n se , la w  is  a  ru le  o f  a c t i o n s  w h ic h  a re  

d e p e n d e n t  o n  re a s o n  ; v .g ., th e  la w s  o f a r t .

c) I n  a  m o re  r e s t r i c te d  sen se , la w  is t h e  r e m o te  a nd  e x 

t r in s ic  n o rm  o f th e  m ora lity o f h u m a n  a c ts .  T h u s  a n y  p re c e p t  

is  a  la w  ; v .g ., th e  p re c e p t  o f a  f a th e r ,  o f a  m a s te r ,  e tc .

d) L a w , in  i ts  s t r i c t  a n d  p ro p e r  se n se , is a  ru le  o f h u m a n  

a c ts  g iv e n  to  a  co m m un ity w h ic h  c o m m a n d s  w h a t  a c c o rd s  

w ith  r ig h t  re a so n .

893. R eal  d e f in i t io n  o f law . —  L a w , in  i ts  s t r i c t  a n d  

p r o p e r  sen se , is  d e f in e d  : an o rd inance o f reason designed fo r 

the com m on good, and prom ulgated by one who has charge o f 

the co m m u n ity .

a) O rdinance, in  i t s  m o d e rn  a c c e p ta t i o n ,  s o m e t im e s  s ig n if ie s  

th e  a c t  o f c o m m a n d in g ,  a n d  s o m e t im e s  th e  a c t  o f estab lish ing 

order. A s  u se d  in  th e  d e f in i t io n , i t  m e a n s  a  d i c ta te  w h ich  

e s ta b l i s h e s  a n  o rd e r  o r  d is p o s i t io n  : a) f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f 

a  d u e  e n d , b) b y  m e a n s  w h ic h  a re  p r o p o r t i o n a te  to  th e  e n d ( 1).

(1) I- I I , q. 102, a. 1.
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b) O rd in a n c e  o f reason : fo r  o n ly  re a s o n , w h ic h  a lo n e  is 

c o m p e te n t  to  d e v ise  m e a n s  fo r  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f a n  e n d ( 1 2) , 

c a n  e s ta b l is h  th e  re la t io n  o f o n e  th in g  t o  a n o t h e r (3).

T h is  m a y  b e  p ro v e d  b r ie f ly . L a w  is a  ru le  o f h u m a n  a c ts .  

B u t  th e  ru le  o f  h u m a n  a c ts  is re a so n  : f o r  re a so n  is  th e  f i rs t  

p r in c ip le  o f h u m a n  a c ts  ; a n d  t h a t  w h ic h  is th e  f i rs t  p r in c ip le  

in  a n y  g e n u s  is th e  ru le  a n d  m e a s u re  o f t h a t  g e n u s  ; v .g .,  u n i t y  

in  th e  g e n u s  o f  n u m b e rs .  T h e re fo re  i t  fo l lo w s  t h a t  la w  is 

so m e th in g  w h ic h  p e r ta in s  to  re a s o n  (3).

H e n c e , a l th o u g h  la w  p re s u p p o s e s  a n  a c t  o f t h e  w il l, i t  

fo rm a l ly  d e r iv e s  f r o m  re a s o n . F o r  la w  is  a  m otive o rd inance 

o f r e a so n , a n  o rd in a n c e  g iv e n  o n ly  in  a s  m u c h  a s  the  w ill te n d s  

to  a n  e n d , i .e .,  w il ls  a n  e n d .

c) D esigned fo r  good ; if  i t  w e re  a n  o r d in a n c e  fo r  e v i l ,  i t  

w o u ld  n o t  t r u l y  b e  a  la w .

d) For the com m on good : fo r  r e a s o n , in  i t s  d i r e c t io n  o f 

h u m a n  a c ts ,  is c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  u l t im a te  e n d , i .e.,  w i th  

h a p p in e s s , w h ic h  is th e  f i r s t  p r in c ip le  o f h u m a n  a cts .  T h e r e 

fo re , s in c e  la w  is  a n  o r d in a n c e  o f r e a s o n , i t  is c on c e rn e d  c h ie f 

ly  w i th  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  h u m a n  a c ts  t o  h a p p in e s s , an d ,  in d e e d , 

to  th e  h a p p in e s s  o f th e  c o m m u n i ty :  fo r  t h e  h a p p in e ss  o f th e  

c o m m u n i ty  e x c e e d s  th e  g o o d  o f o n e  m a n ,  w h o  is o n ly  a  p a r t  

o f th e  c o m m u n i ty  (4 5).

e) B y  one who has charge o f the co m m un ity  : la w  is a n  

o r d in a n c e  d e s ig n e d  fo r  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d . N o w  th e  e s ta b l i s h 

in g  o f a n  o rd e r  o r  d is p o s i t io n  f o r  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  of t h e  c o m m o n  

g o o d  is th e  f u n c t io n  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i ty ,  o r  o f a  p u b lic  p e rs o n  

c h a r g e d  w i th  th e  c a r e  o f t h e  c o m m u n i ty ,  fo r , in  a l l m a t t e r s ,  

th e  d i r e c t in g  o f a n y th in g  to  th e  e n d  is th e  c o n c e rn o f h im  w h o  

is c h a rg e d  w i th  th e  c a re  o f  t h e  e n d ( 6).

/ )  P rom u lga ted : p r o m u lg a t io n ,  w h ic h  is a  c o n d i t io n  t h a t  

is a b s o lu te ly  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  v a l i d i t y ,  i .e . ,  th e  b in d in g  fo rc e ,

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 9 0 , a. 1.
(2 ) I n  I I  S e n t., d . 3 8 , q . 1 , a . 3.
(3) I - I I ,  q . 9 0 , a . 1.
(4) I - I I ,  q . 9 0 , a. 2 .
(5) I - I I ,  q . 9 0 , a . 3 .
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o f a  la w , is th e  p u b l ic  n o t ic e  o r  in t im a t io n  o f t h e la w , n o t  t h e  

k n o w le d g e  o f i t .  F o r  i t  is th e  p r o m u lg a t io n  o f a  law , n o t  th e  

k n o w le d g e  o f i t ,  w h ic h  m a k e s  a  la w  b in d in g  o n  th o s e s u b je c t  

to  i t .

894. Law  a n d  p recep t. —  P r e c e p t  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  in  

i t s  g e n u s  a n d  in  i t s  sp ec ie s .

P r e c e p t  in  th e  g e n e r ic  sen se  is  u se d  t o  s ig n i fy  la w a n d  a lso  

p r e c e p t  in  th e  sp ec if ic  sen se .

P r e c e p t  in  th e  sp ec if ic  sen se , i .e .,  m e re  p r e c e p t ,  s ig n if ie s  

a n  o rd in a n c e  w h ic h  h a s  n o t  t h e  p e r fe c t io n  o f la w . It  m a y  

b e  d is t in g u is h e d  f ro m  la w  :

in  i ts  end: th e  e n d  o f a  la w  is  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d , w h e re a s  

th e  e n d  o f a  p r e c e p t  is a  p r i v a te  g o o d ;

in  i t s  a u th o r : a  le g is la to r  is  a  p u b l ic  p e rs o n  c h a r g e d  w ith  

a  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m u n i ty ;  t h e  a u th o r  o f a  p r e c e p t  m a y  b e  a  p r i v a te  

p e rs o n  p o sse sse d  o n ly  o f p r i v a te  p o w e r ;  v .g ., t h e  fa th e r  o f a  

f a m i ly ;

in  i ts  subject: a  la w  is a p p l i c a b le  to  th e  c o m m u n i ty  a s  s u c h ; 

a  p r e c e p t  c a n  b e  im p o se d  o n  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n s ;

in  i t s  extension : a  la w  is n o t  b in d in g  o u ts id e  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  

o f  t h e  c o m m u n i ty  f o r  w h ic h  i t  w a s m a d e ;  a  p r e c e p t  ma y  b e  

im p o se d  o n  a  p e rs o n , a n d  in  th is  c ase  is b in d in g  o n h im  e v e r y 

w h e re ;

in  i t s  stab ility : a  la w  is  o f i ts e l f  p e r p e tu a l ,  a n d  d o e s  n o t  

d is a p p e a r  a t  th e  d e a th  o f th e  le g is la to r ;  a  p r e c e p t m a y  o f i ts  

n a tu r e  b e  t r a n s i to r y ,  i .e ., g iv e n  fo r  a  d e f in i te  t im e  o r  f o r  a  d e f i 

n i te  a c t ,  a n d ,  u n le ss  o th e rw is e  s t i p u la te d ,  t e r m in ate s  w h e n  i t s  

a u t h o r  d ie s  o r  lo ses h is  a u th o r i t y .

895. E ffect a n d  a c ts  o f law . —  1° T h e  e f fe c t  o f la w  

c o n s is ts  in  i t s  m a k in g  m en  good. T h is  i t  d o e s  in  tw o  w a y s :

f i r s t , i t  in d u c e s  s u b je c ts  to  b e  d u ly  o b e d ie n t  to  th o s e  go v 

e r n in g  th e m ,  a n d  t h u s  le a d s  th e m  to  t h e i r  p r o p e r  v ir t u e :  fo r  th e  

p ro p e r  v i r t u e  o f a  s u b je c t  c o n s is ts  in  d u e  su b m is s io n  to  s u p e 

r io r s ;
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secondly, i t  d i r e c ts  m e n  to  g o o d  a c t io n s ,  fo r  th e  e n d  o f e v er y  

la w  is th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  ( 1).

2 °  T h e  a c ts  o f la w  a re  fo u r  in  n u m b e r :  i t  com m ands, p ro 

h ib its, perm its , a n d  pun ishes.

L a w  c o m m a n d s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  m a y  c o m m a n d , a c ts  w h ic h  are  

g e n e r ic a l ly  g o o d , i.e .,  a c ts  in  v i r tu e .

L a w  p r o h ib i ts  a c ts  w h ic h  a r e  g e n e r ic a l l y  e v il , i .e .,  a c ts  o f

v ice .

L a w  p e rm i ts  a c ts  w h ic h  a r e  g e n e r ic a l ly  in d i f fe re n t. A ll 

a c ts  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  t o ta l l y  e v i l o r  t o ta l l y  g o o d  m a y b e  c a l le d  

in d i f fe re n t.

F in a l ly ,  la w  p u n is h e s  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  in d u c e s  i t s  s u b je c ts ,  

b e c a u se  o f fe a r  o f p u n is h m e n t ,  to  o b e y  i t  (1 2).

896. M ora l ob lig a t io n . —  W h e th e r  la w  c o m m a n d s , p r o 

h ib i t s , p e rm i ts ,  o r  p u n is h e s , i t  is  a lw a y s  o b l ig a tory .  F o r ,  e v e n  

w h e n  la w  p e r m i ts  c e r ta in  a c ts , i t  im p o se s  th e  o b l iga t io n  o f n o t  

p re v e n t in g  th e se  a c ts . T h e re fo re  w e m a y  sa y  t h a t  o bl ig a t io n  

is a  g e n e r a l  e f fe c t  o f la w . A n d , s in c e  th is  o b l ig a tio n  is im p o se d  

in  r e la t io n  to  h u m a n  a c ts , i t  is  c a l le d  m o ra l .

T h e  c o n c e p t o f o b l ig a t io n  c o n n o te s  n e c e s s i ty . B u t  th e  

f i rs t  p r in c ip le  in  th e  o rd e r  o f h u m a n  a c t io n  is th e e n d . H e n c e  

w e m a y  s a y  t h a t  m o ra l  o b l ig a t io n  is a  c e r ta in  n e c e ss i ty  w h ic h  

d e r iv e s  f r o m  th e  e n d .

M o ra l  o b l ig a t io n  m a y  b e  d e f in e d : the absolute necessity  o f 

doing or om itting  certa in acts in  v iew  o f an end.

a) N ecessity : t h a t  is n e c e s s a ry  w h ic h  c a n n o t  n o t  b e .

b) A bso lu te necessity: t h u s  th e  d o in g  a n d  o m i t t i n g  o f h u 

m a n  a c ts  a re  n o t  o n ly  u se fu l  fo r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f th e  e n d , b u t  

a re  so r e la te d  to  i t  t h a t  i t s  a t t a i n m e n t  is  im p o s s ib le  w i th o u t  

th e m .

c) A bso lu te  necessity  in  v iew  o f an  end: th u s  is  e x c lu d e d  

c o n d i t io n a l ,  i .e .,  h y p o th e t i c a l ,  n e c e s s i ty .

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 9 2 , a . 1.
(2 )  I - I I ,  q . 9 2 , a. 2 .
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N e c e s s i ty  w h ic h  d e r iv e s  f r o m  a n  e n d , i .e .,  f in a l  n ec e s s i ty ,  

is  absolute w h e n  i t  c o n c e rn s  m e a n s  w i th o u t  w h ic h  t h e  e n d  in 

tended c a n n o t  b e  a t t a i n e d ;  i t  is  hypothetica l w h e n  i t  c o n c e rn s  

m e a n s  w i th o u t  w h ic h  a n  e n d  w h ic h  is  n o t  in te n d e d ,  bu t  c o u ld  

b e  in te n d e d ,  c o u ld  n o t  b e  a t t a i n e d ;  v .g ., a  s h ip  o r a n  a i r p la n e  is  

o f  a b s o lu te  n e c e s s i ty  f o r  a  p e rs o n  w h o  m a k e s  a  c ro ss in g  o f  t h e  

A t la n t ic  o ce a n . O n  t h e  s u p p o s i t io n  t h a t  a  p e rs o n  w ish es  to  

c ro ss  th e  A t la n t ic  o c e a n , a  s h ip  o r  a n  a i r p la n e  is o f h y p o th e t i c a l  

n e c e s s i ty  (*).

S in c e  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  is  th e  e n d  o f  la w , th e  o b l ig at io n  

w h ic h  re s u l ts  f r o m  la w  is  o f  a b s o lu te  n e c e s s i ty  in  r e la t io n  to  

th e  e n d .

C o n s id e re d  in  re fe re n c e  to  h u m a n  a c ts ,  m o ra l  o b l ig at io n  

m a y  b e  d e f in e d :  the p roperty  o f  a h u m a n  act in  v ir tue  o f w hich 

th is  act m ust be perfo rm ed or om itted  in  v iew  o f the u lt im a te  end.

897. M ora l ob lig a t io n , m o ra li ty , a n d  l ib e r ty . —  1°
M o r a l  o b l ig a t io n  is d i s t i n c t  f r o m  m o r a l i t y .

M o ra lity  is  th e  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  r e la t io n  o f a  h u m a n  a c t  to  

i t s  o b je c t  a s  c o n fo rm e d  o r  n o t  c o n fo rm e d  to  r i g h t  re a s o n  a n d  

th e  e te r n a l  la w .

M ora l obligation is th e  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  r e la t io n  o f  n e c e s s i ty  

w h ic h  a  h u m a n  a c t  h a s  to  th e  u l t im a te  e n d .

2  0 M o ra l  o b l ig a t io n  is a  k in d  o f  b o n d ,  b u t  d o e s  n ot  d e s t r o y  

l ib e r ty .

L iber ty is t h e  p h y s ic a l  p o w e r  o f d o in g  o r  n o t  d o in g  a n  a c t.

M ora l ob ligation is n e c e s s i ty  d e r iv in g  f r o m  t h e  e n d , a n d  

th e re fo re  is  n o t  d e s t r u c t i v e  o f  t h e  p h y s ic a l  p o w e r  o f a c t i n g  o r  

n o t  a c t in g .

F o r ,  e v e n  th o u g h  t h e  d o in g  o r  o m i t t i n g  o f a n  a c t  b e n e c e s 

s a r y  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f t h e  e n d ,  th e  w ill a lw a y s h a s  t h e  p h y s i 

c a l  p o w e r  o f n o t  te n d in g  to  t h e  e n d  in  p a r t i c u la r  ci r c u m s ta n c e s ,  

i .e .,  h a s  th e  p h y s ic a l  p o w e r  o f a c t i n g  o r  n o t  a c t i ng ,  e v e n  th o u g h  

i t  d o e s  n o t  te n d  to  th e  e n d . 1

(1 ) C on tra  G en tes, 1. I I ,  c . 3 0 .
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898. D iv is io n  o f law . —  1 ° L a w  is d iv id e d  in to  th e  e te r 

n a l  la w , th e  n a tu r a l  la w , a n d  p o s i t iv e  la w .

T h e  eternal law is th e  la w  w h ic h  re s id e s  in  t h e  s u p re m e  in 

te l le c t  w h ic h  g o v e rn s  a l l  th in g s , i .e .,  in  G o d .

T h e  na tu ra l law is t h e  la w  w h ic h  is im p r in te d  in  u s  b y  

n a tu r e ;  in  o th e r  w o rd s , i t  is t h e  la w  w h ic h  n a t u r a l re a s o n  

k n o w s  in  th e  l ig h t  o f th e  f i r s t  p r in c ip le s  o f th e  pra c t i c a l  o rd e r .

P ositive  law is la w  e s ta b l is h e d  b y  th e  f r e e  d e te r m in a t io n  o f 

th e  le g is la to r .

2 °  P o s i t iv e  la w  m a y  b e  e s s e n t ia l l y  (p e r  se) p o s i t ive  o r  

a c c id e n ta l ly  p o s i t iv e .

A n  essen tia lly  positive law is  a  la w  w h ic h  c o n ta in s  d e te r 

m in a t io n s  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  n o t  f o u n d  in  t h e  n a tu ra l  la w ; v .g .,  

th e  p u n is h m e n t  o f m u r d e r e r s  is p re s c r ib e d  b y  th e  n at u r a l  la w , 

b u t  t h e  p a r t i c u la r  k in d  o f p u n is h m e n t  is d e te r m in e d b y  p o s i

t i v e  la w ( 1).

A n  accidenta lly  positive law is  a  la w  w h ic h  p r o m u lg a te s  

p re c e p ts  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  n a t u r a l  la w  ; v .g ., th e  la w  b y  w h ic h  

a  le g is la to r  fo rb id s  t h e f t  o r  m u rd e r .

3 °  P o s i t i v e  la w , e s s e n t ia l ly  o r  a c c id e n ta l ly  su c h , is  d iv id e d  

in to  d iv in e  la w  a n d  h u m a n  la w .

D iv ine  law is  la w  f re e ly  p r o m u lg a te d  b y  G o d . S o m e tim e s  

th e  n a tu r a l  la w  is c a l le d  d iv in e  b e c a u s e  i t  d e r iv e s f r o m  G o d  

a s  th e  im m e d ia te  a u th o r  o f  n a tu r e .

H u m a n  law is  e s ta b l i s h e d  b y  h u m a n  a u th o r i t y .

4 °  H u m a n  la w  is civil  o r  ecclesiastical a s  i t  d e r iv e s  f r o m  c iv il  

a u th o r i t y  o r  f ro m  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  a u th o r i t y .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. G iv e  a n d  ex p la in : t h e  d e f in i t io n  o f  la w ;  th e  e f fec t a n d  a c ts  o f la w .

2 . D e f in e  a n d  d is t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  m o ra l o b lig a t io n  a n d  m o ra li ty .

3 . Is  m o ra l o b lig a t io n  d e s t r u c t iv e  o f  l ib e r ty  ? E x pla in .

(1) M I ,  q . 9 5 , a . 2 .
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E T E R N A L  L A W

8 9 9 . S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n . —  1 ° T h e  e te r n a l  la w  

is d e f in e d  : the ord inance o f God’s w isdom  w hich d irects all 

acts and  m ovem ents(!), i .e .,  a ll  b e in g s , to the end -proper to them .

W e  sh a l l  a r r i v e  a t  a  c le a re r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f t h i s  d e f in i t io n  

if  w e  c o m p a re  th e  e te r n a l  la w  w i th  th e  d iv in e  id e a s a n d  w ith  

d iv in e  P ro v id e n c e .

a) T h e  d iv in e  id e a s  a re  th e  e x e m p la r s  o f t h e  th in g s  of 

c r e a t io n ,  i .e .,  o f a l l  th in g s  c r e a te d  b y  G o d  ; a n d  th e r e f o r e  t h e y  

a r e  m a n y  in  n u m b e r .  T h e  e te r n a l  la w  is  t h e  e x e m p la r o f  

o rd e r ,  i .e .,  o f t h e  o rd e r  w h ic h  s h o u ld  e x is t  in  a l l t h e  a c t io n s  b y  

w h ic h  c r e a te d  th in g s  s h o u ld  te n d  to  t h e i r  e n d ;  a n d  th e r e f o r e  

t h e r e  is o n ly  o n e  e te r n a l  la w .

b) D iv in e  P r o v id e n c e  is  th e  p la n  o f t h e  o rd e r ,  i .e ., o f t h e  

m a n u d u c t io n  o r  d ir e c t io n ,  o f th in g s  to  t h e i r  e n d . Th e  e te r n a l  

la w  is  th e  o r d in a n c e  c o n ta in in g  t h e  ru le s  w h ic h  o u gh t  to  d i r e c t  

a ll  th in g s  to  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d , a n d  a c c o rd in g  to  w h ic h  P r o v 

id e n c e  d is p o se s  t h e  a c ts  a n d  m o v e m e n ts  o f c r e a tu r e s.

T h e re fo re  d iv in e  P r o v id e n c e  is  r e la te d  to  th e  e te r na l  la w  

a s  c o n c lu s io n  to  p r in c ip le  : b e c a u s e  o f t h e  o rd in a nc e  w h ic h  

se ts  f o r th  th e  ru le s  f o r  t h e  d i r e c t io n  o f th in g s  to t h e i r  e n d , 

G o d  f o r m u la te s ,  a s  i t  w e re , a  p la n  b y  w h ic h  a l l  c r ea tu r e s  a r e  

d i r e c te d  to  th e  e n d  p r o p e r  to  th e m .

2 °  A ll w h o  d e n y  G o d ’s e x is te n c e  a n d  P r o v id e n c e ,  a s  

A th e is ts ,  M a te r ia l i s ts ,  P a n th e is t s ,  F a t a l i s t s ,  a n d  E v o lu t i o n i s t s ,  

in  d o in g  so , d e n y  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f t h e  e te r n a l  la w . 1

(1) I -J I ,  q. 93, a. 1.
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900. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E S IS .— T h e  E T E R N A L  L A W  E X I S T S  I N  G O D .

I f  a l l  c r e a te d  th in g s  a r e  ru le d  b y  G o d ’s P r o v id e n c e, th e  

e te r n a l  la w  e x is ts  in  G o d . B u t  a l l  c r e a te d  th in g s  ar e  ru le d  

b y  G o d ’s P ro v id e n c e . T h e re fo re  th e  e te r n a l  la w  e x ists  in  

G o d p ) .

M a jo r .—  G o d  ru le s  a l l  c r e a te d  th in g s  b y  H is  P r o v id e n c e  

in  a s  m u c h  a s  H e  d i r e c ts  th e m  to  t h e i r  e n d .  B u t  G o d d ir e c ts  

a l l  c r e a te d  th in g s  to  th e  e n d  p r e d e te r m in e d  fo r  th em  b y  a  

d iv in e  o rd in a n c e . T h e re fo re ,  i f  a l l  c r e a t io n  is  r u le d  b y  G o d ’s 

P ro v id e n c e , th e  ru le s  f o r  t h e  d i r e c t io n  o f a l l  th ing s  to  th e i r  

e n d  a re  c o n ta in e d  in  a n  o rd in a n c e  o f G o d ’s w isd o m , i .e .,  th e r e  

e x is ts  in  G o d  a  la w  w h ic h  is  e te r n a l ,  b e c a u s e  G o d  co n c e iv e s  

n o th in g  in  t im e , b u t  e v e r y th in g  f r o m  e te r n i t y .

T h e  m ino r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  w h a t  w a s  sa id  in  M e ta p h y s ic s  

(n . 8 0 6 ).

901. C oro lla r ies. —  1 ° T h e  e te r n a l  la w  is a  la w  in  th e

s t r i c t  se n se , fo r , a l th o u g h  i t  w a s n o t  p r o m u lg a te d  p a ss iv e ly  

in  c r e a tu r e s  f ro m  e te r n i t y ,  i t  w a s p r o m u lg a te d  a c t iv e ly  in  th e  

W o rd  f ro m  a l l  e te r n i t y .

2 °  A ll c r e a te d  b e in g s  a re  s u b je c t  to  th e  e te r n a l  law , b u t  

a ll  a r e  n o t  s u b je c t  in  t h e  s a m e  w a y  : r a t i o n a l  c r e atu r e s  a re  

s u b je c t  to  i t  in  th e  sen se  t h a t  th e y  m o v e  a n d  d i r e ct  th e m s e lv e s  

to  t h e i r  e n d , w h e re a s  i r r a t i o n a l  c r e a tu r e s  a re  s u b je c t  t o  i t  in  

a s  m u c h  a s  th e y  a r e  m o v e d  to  t h e i r  e n d  ; in  o th e r  wo rd s , r a 

t io n a l  c r e a tu r e s  a re  s u b je c t  to  th e  e te r n a l  la w  th ro u g h  th e i r  

in te l le c tu a l  k n o w le d g e  o f G o d ’s c o m m a n d m e n ts ,  a n d  ir r a t io n a l  

c r e a tu r e s  a re  s u b je c t  to  i t  b y  m e a n s  o f  s im p le  m o v em e n t,  i .e .,  

b e c a u s e  d ir e c te d  to  t h e i r  e n d  b y  in s t i n c t  a n d  n a tu ra l  in c l in a 

t io n . 1

(1) Ib id .
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902. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n . —  1 ° L a w  is a  p r o d u c t  

o f r e a so n .  H e n c e  a  la w  m a y  n o t  b e  c a l le d  n a t u r a l  in t h e  se n se  

t h a t  i t  is  c o n s t i t u te d  o f th e  e s s e n t ia l  p r in c ip le s  o f th in g s ,  in 

d e p e n d e n t ly  o f re a so n .  A  la w  is c a l le d  n a t u r a l  in  as  m u c h  

a s  i t  is c o n s t i t u te d  b y  n a tu r a l  re a s o n , i .e .,  in  a s m u c h  a s  re a so n , 

in  c o n s t i t u t i n g  i t ,  a c ts  u n d e r  th e  im p u ls e  o f n a tu re .

R e a s o n  is c a l le d  n a tu r a l  in  th e  s t r i c t  sen se  w h e n  it  ju d g e s  

w i th o u t  d is c o u rse , i .e .,  w i th o u t  r e c o u rs e  t o  re a so nin g .  I n  a  

w id e r  sen se , re a s o n  is  c a l le d  n a tu r a l  w h e n  i t  ju d g es  b y  m e a n s  

o f  a  v e r y  e a s y  p ro c e ss  o f re a so n in g , o f w h ic h  a ll  me n  a r e  c a p a b le .  

W h e n  re a s o n  ju d g e s  w i th o u t  a n  a c t  o f re a so n in g , o r  w i th  a  

v e ry  s im p le  a c t  o f re a so n in g , i t  is  c a l le d  na tu ra l, b e c a u s e ,  in  

m a k in g  i t s  j u d g m e n t ,  i t  a c ts  u n d e r  th e  im p u ls e  o f it s  n a tu r e .

2 °  T h e re fo re  th e  n a t u r a l  la w  m a y  b e  d e f in e d  : an  o rd i

nance o f na tu ra l reason designed fo r  the com m on good. I n  r e 

la t i o n  to  i t s  e x e m p la r  c a u se , w h ic h  is th e  e te r n a l  la w , n a tu r a l  

la w  is d e f in e d  b y  S t. T h o m a s  : a p a r tic ip a tio n  o f the eternal 

law  by w hich ra tiona l creatures are na tu ra lly  inc lin ed  to the m ode 

o f acting and  end proper to them {1).

3 °  A th e is ts ,  M a te r ia l i s ts ,  a n d  P o s i t i v i s ts  d i r e c t l y o r  in 

d ir e c t l y  d e n y  th e  e x is te n c e  o f th e  n a tu r a l  la w .

903. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E S IS .— T h e  n a t u r a l  l a w  e x i s t s  i n  r a t i o n a l

C R E A T U R E S .

1 ° B y  the w ay  o f descent.—  T h e  p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f t h e  e te r n a l  

la w  b y  w h ic h  r a t io n a l  c r e a tu r e s  a re  n a tu r a l l y  in c l in e d  to  th e

(1 )  I - I I ,  q . 9 1 , a . 2 .
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m o d e  o f a c t in g  a n d  e n d  p r o p e r  to  th e m  is  th e  n a tu r al  la w . 

B u t  th is  p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f t h e  e te r n a l  la w  e x is ts  in r a t io n a l  

c r e a tu r e s .  T h e re fo re  t h e  n a tu r a l  la w  e x is ts  in  r a t io n a l  c r e a 

tu r e s  (1>.

M a jo r .—  T h e  p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f t h e  e te r n a l  la w  b y  w h ic h  

r a t io n a l  c r e a tu r e s  a re  n a tu r a l l y  in c l in e d  to  t h e  m od e  o f a c t i n g  

a n d  e n d  p r o p e r  to  th e m  is  a  d i r e c t io n  to  a n  e n d  w h ic h  n a tu r a l  

re a so n  k n o w s  a n d  m a k e s  k n o w n , b e c a u s e ,  in  r a t i o n a l  c r e a tu r e s ,  

in c l in a t io n  fo l lo w s  in te l le c tu a l  k n o w le d g e . T h e re fore  th is  d i 

re c t io n  is a  m o r a l  la w  in  t h e  s t r i c t  se n se , a n d  i t  is th e  na tu ra l 

la w , b e c a u s e  b y  i t  r a t io n a l  c r e a tu r e s  a re  n a tu r a l l y in c l in e d  

to  a c t io n .

M in o r .—- S in c e  la w  is  a  m e a s u re  a n d  a  ru le , i t  c a n  e x is t in  

a  p e rs o n  in  tw o  w a y s  : f i r s t ,  in  th e  p e rs o n  c o n s id ere d  a s  th e  o n e

w h o  ru le s  a n d  m e a s u re s ; se c o n d ly , in  th e  p e rs o n  c o ns id e re d  

a s  t h e  o n e  w h o  is  r u le d  a n d  m e a s u re d , fo r  a  th in g  is r u le d  o r  

m e a s u re d  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  h a s  a  p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f t he  ru le  a n d  

m e a s u re . A n d , s in c e  a l l  th in g s  w h ic h  a r e  s u b je c t  to G o d ’s 

P ro v id e n c e  a re  ru le d  a n d  m e a s u re d  b y  th e  e te r n a l  law , i t  is 

e v id e n t  t h a t  a l l  th in g s  h a v e  a  c e r ta in  p a r t i c ip a t ion  o f t h e  

e te r n a l  la w , in  a s  m u c h , in d e e d , a s  t h e y  a re  in c l ine d , in  c o n se 

q u e n c e  o f i t s  b e in g  im p r in te d  in  th e m ,  t o  th e  a c ts  o r  m o d e  o f 

a c t in g  a n d  e n d s  p r o p e r  to  th e m . H e n c e  th e r e  is f o u nd  in  r a 

t io n a l  c r e a tu r e s  a  p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f t h e  e te r n a l  la w w h e re b y  

t h e y  a re  n a tu r a l l y  in c l in e d  to  th e  m a n n e r  o f a c t in g a n d  e n d  

p r o p e r  to  th e m .

2 °  B y  the w ay  o f ascent.—  T h e  n a t u r a l  k n o w le d g e  (c o n 

c e p t io )  in  v i r t u e  o f w h ic h  r a t i o n a l  c r e a tu r e s  c a n  pe r fo rm  th e i r  

p ro p e r  o p e ra t io n s  a n d  r e n d e r  th e m  c o n fo rm a b le  to  t he i r  e n d  

is t h e  n a tu r a l  la w . B u t  s u c h  n a t u r a l  k n o w le d g e  e x ists  in  r a 

t i o n a l  c r e a tu r e s .  T h e re fo re  th e  n a t u r a l  la w  e x is ts  in  r a t i o n a l  

c re a tu  res.

T h e  m ajo r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  n o t io n  o f  th e  n a tu r a l  la w .

M in o r .—  I t  is in  v i r t u e  o f  p r in c ip le s  w h ic h  n a tu r a l l y  e xis t  

in  th e m  t h a t  a l l  th in g s  a re  a b le  to  p e r f o r m  th e i r  pr o p e r  o p e ra -  1

(1) I - I I ,  q . 9 1 , a . 2 , c.
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t i o n s  a n d  to  r e n d e r  th e m  c o n fo rm a b le  to  t h e i r  e n d . B u t ,  in  

r a t i o n a l  c r e a tu r e s ,  th is  p r in c ip le  is n a t u r a l  k n o w le d g e , fo r  th e  

in te l le c t  is th e  p r in c ip le  o f th e  a c ts  p r o p e r  to  r at i o n a l  c r e a tu r e s .  

T h e re fo re .

3 0 From  experience.—  E x p e r ie n c e  c le a r ly  sh o w s  t h a t  h u 

m a n  re a so n  h a s  k n o w le d g e  o f th e  in c l i n a t io n s  o f h u ma n  n a tu r e  

to  i ts  p r o p e r  a c ts  a n d  p r o p e r  e n d s . B u t  n a t u r a l  in cl in a t io n  

k n o w n  b y  re a s o n , i .e .,  t h e  k n o w le d g e  o f n a tu r a l  in cl in a t io n ,  is 

t h e  n a tu r a l  la w . T h e re fo re .

M in o r .—  S in c e  n a tu r a l  in c l in a t io n  d e r iv e s  f r o m  th e  e te r n al  

la w , k n o w le d g e  o f n a tu r a l  in c l i n a t io n  is  a  p a r t i c ipa t io n  o f th e  

e te r n a l  la w  a s  k n o w n  b y  re a so n  u n d e r  th e  im p u ls e  o f i ts  n a tu r e ,  

i .e ., is  th e  n a tu r a l  la w .

904. D is t in c t io n  o f th e  p recep ts o f th e  n a tu ral  l a w .—
T h e  p re c e p ts  o f th e  n a tu r a l  la w  m a y  b e  d is t in g u is h ed  m ater ia lly , 

i .e .,  in  r e la t io n  to  th e i r  m a t te r ,  a n d  fo rm a lly , i .e .,  w i th  re fe re n c e  

to  th e  m o d e  in  w h ic h  t h e y  a re  c o n ta in e d  in  t h e  n a t ur a l  la w .

1 °  T h e  f i r s t  q u e s t io n  w h ic h  w e  m u s t  a n sw e r  in  r e g a rd  to  

t h e  m a te r ia l  d is t in c t io n  o f th e  p re c e p ts  o f  t h e  n a tu r a l  la w  is 

th is :  w h a t  is th e  f i r s t  p r in c ip le  o f th e  n a t u r a l  l aw ?  J u s t  as  

th e r e  is a n  in d e m o n s t ra b le  f i r s t  p r in c ip le  o f  s p e c ula t iv e  re a so n  

o n  w h ic h  a ll  o th e r  p r in c ip le s  o f th e  s p e c u la t iv e  o rd e r  a re  f o u n d 

e d , so  to o  th e r e  is a  f i rs t  p r in c ip le  o f p r a c t i c a l  r e a s o n , i .e .,  o f r e a 

so n  a s  d ir e c t iv e  o f h u m a n  a c ts , o n  w h ic h  a ll  p r in c ip le s  o f th e  

p ra c t i c a l  o rd e r  a re  f o u n d e d .

T h a t  w h ic h  p r im a r i l y  fa l ls  u n d e r  t h e  a p p r e h e n s io n  of p r a c 

t ic a l  re a so n  w h o se  e n d  is o p e ra t io n ,  is  g o o d . T h e refo re  th e  

f i r s t  p r in c ip le  o f p ra c t i c a l  re a s o n , i .e .,  th e  f i r st  p r in c ip le  o f th e  

n a tu r a l  la w , is f o u n d e d  o n  th e  n o t io n  o f g o o d , a n d  m a y  b e  e n u n 

c ia te d  t h u s :  good, i.e ., good o f reason, m u st be done and pu rsued, 

and evil avoided.

S in c e  a  g o o d  is a n  e n d ,  a n d  a n  e v il  is t h e  c o n t r a r y o f a n  e n d , 

p ra c t i c a l  r e a s o n  a p p r e h e n d s  a ll  th in g s  to  w h ic h  m a n is  n a t u 

r a l l y  in c l in e d  a s  g o o d , a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  a s  o b je c ts to  b e  p u rs u e d ,  

a n d  t h e i r  o p p o s i te  a s  e v i l a n d  a s  o b je c ts  to  b e  a v oid e d . H e n c e ,
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u n d e r  th is  a s p e c t ,  t h e  o rd e r  o f th e  p r e c e p ts  o f th e n a t u r a l  la w  

c o r r e sp o n d s  to  t h e  o rd e r  o f n a tu r a l  in c l in a t io n s .

I n  m a n , w e c a n  d is t in g u is h  th e  a s p e c ts  o f s u b s ta n c e, a n im a l,  

a n d  r a t i o n a l  b e in g .

A s a  substance, m a n  h a s  a  n a t u r a l  in c l in a t io n  to  s e l f - p re se r 

v a t io n .  F r o m  th is  p o in t  o f v ie w , e v e r y th in g  w h ic h  pr o te c ts  

life , a n d  a lso  e v e r y th in g  w h ic h  p r e v e n ts  th e  c o n t r ar y  o f l i fe , i .e .,  

d e a th ,  is  s u b je c t  to  th e  n a tu r a l  la w .

A s a n  an im a l, m a n  h a s  a  n a t u r a l  in c l in a t io n  in  a  m o re  s p e 

c ia l  w a y  t o  th o s e  th in g s  w h ic h  a r e  in  a c c o rd a n c e  wri th  t h e  n a tu r e  

w h ic h  h e  s h a re s  in  c o m m o n  w i th  o th e r  a n im a ls . I n  v ir t u e  o f 

th is  in c l in a t io n ,  e v e r y th in g  w h ic h  n a t u r e  h a s  t a u g ht  a l l  a n im a ls ,  

a s  th e  u n io n  o f  m a le  a n d  fe m a le ,  th e  r e a r in g  o f o f fsp r in g , e tc . ,  is 

s u b je c t  to  t h e  n a tu r a l  la w .

A s a  ra tiona l being, m a n  h a s  a  n a t u r a l  in c l in a t io n  t o  th o s e  

g o o d s  w h ic h  a r e  p r o p e r  to  h im  in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  a cc o rd  w ith  

h is  r a t io n a l  n a tu r e ;  v .g .,  m a n  h a s  a  n a t u r a l  in c l ina t io n  to  k n o w  

t r u t h s  c o n c e rn in g  G o d , to  l iv e  in  s o c ie ty ;  a n d ,  in  th is  re s p e c t,  

w h a te v e r  p e r ta in s  to  th is  in c l in a t io n ,  a s  th e  e sc h ew in g  o f ig n o 

ra n c e , th e  a v o id a n c e  o f h a r m  to  h is  n e ig h b o r ,  e tc . , c o m e s  u n d e r  

th e  n a tu r a l  la w  (*).

2 °  T h e  p re c e p ts  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  a re  d iv id e d  fo rma l l y , 

i .e ., in  r e la t io n  to  th e  m o d e  in  w h ic h  th e y  a re  c o nta in e d  in  th is  

law , in to  p r im a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a ry  p re c e p ts .

T h e  p r im a ry  precepts o f the na tu ra l law a r e  th o s e  p re c e p ts  

w h ic h  c o n c e rn  th e  p r im a r y  e n d s  o f n a tu r a l  in c l in a t io n s ,  t h e  

th in g s  re q u ir e d  f o r  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f th e s e  e n d s , an d  th e  a v o id 

a n ce  o f  w h a te v e r  is a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  th e m ;  v . g ., th e  p r e s e r v a 

t io n  o f l i fe  a n d  th e  u se  o f fo o d  a n d  d r in k  a re  c o m ma n d e d  b y  th e  

p r im a r y  p r e c e p ts  o f th e  n a t u r a l  la w , b e c a u s e  t h e  p re s e r v a t io n  

of l i fe  is th e  e n d  o f a  n a t u r a l  in c l in a t io n ,  a n d  i ts  a t t a i n m e n t  is 

c e r ta in ly  im p o s s ib le  w i th o u t  th e  u se  o f fo o d  a n d  d rin k .

T h e  secondary precepts o f  the na tu ra l law a re  th o s e  p re c e p ts  

c o n c e rn e d  e i th e r  w i th  th e  s e c o n d a ry  e n d s  o f n a tu r a l in c l in a t io n s  

o r  w i th  th o s e  th in g s  b y  w h ic h  th e  p r im a r y  e n d s  c a n  b e  a t t a i n e d  1

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 9 4 , a. 2.
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e a s i ly  a n d  in  a  b e c o m in g  m a n n e r ;  v .g ., t h e  u se  o f su i ta b le  fo o d  

a n d  d r in k  p e r ta in s  to  th e  s e c o n d a ry  p r e c e p ts  o f  t h e n a t u r a l  la w , 

b e c a u se  th is  is d e s ig n e d  fo r  th e  better p r e s e r v a t io n  o f life .

I t  is to  b e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  th e  p r im a r y  p r e c e p ts  o f  th e  n a tu r a l  

la w  a re  s e l f -e v id e n t a t  le a s t  in  themselves, fo r  t h e y  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  

w ith  th in g s  to  w h ic h  n a tu r e  is im m e d ia te ly  in c l in e d.  T h e  

s e c o n d a ry  p r e c e p ts , h o w e v e r ,  a re  n o t  s e l f -e v id e n t in  th e m s e lv e s , 

b u t  a r e  c o n c lu s io n s  d e d u c e d  f r o m  th e  p r im a r y  p r e c e pts ,  fo r  t h e y  

c o n c e rn  th in g s  to  w h ic h  n a tu r e  is in c l in e d  n o t  im m ed ia te ly ,  b u t  

in  v i r t u e  o f i t s  p r im a r y  e n d s .

905. Im m u ta b i l i t y  o f  th e  n a tu ra l law . —  1° P re l im in 

a r ies.— a) C h a n g e  in  th e  n a tu r a l  la w  m a y  b e  c o n c e iv e d  a s  ta k in g  

p la c e  in  tw o  w a y s : b y  w a y  o f  a d d i t io n  a n d  b y  w a y  o f s u b t r a c 

t io n . C h a n g e  b y  w a y  o f a d d i t io n  ta k e s  p la c e  in  th e  n a tu r a l  

la w  w h e n  p re c e p ts  a re  a d d e d  to  i t .  C h a n g e  o f t h i s  kin d  is p o s 

s ib le  in  t h e  n a tu r a l  la w . I n d e e d ,  m a n y  p r e c e p ts  u sef u l  f o r  h u 

m a n  l i fe  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d  t o  th e  n a tu r a l  la w  b y  b o th d iv in e  a n d  

h u m a n  la w . C h a n g e  b y  w a y  o f s u b t r a c t i o n  ta k e s  p la c e in  th e  

n a tu r a l  la w  w h e n  p re c e p ts  a re  re m o v e d  f r o m  i t  C1). I t  is w i th  

th e  v e ry  d if f ic u l t  p ro b le m  o f th is  k in d  o f  c h a n g e  th a t  w e  a re  

c o n c e rn e d  a t  p re s e n t.

b) T h e  m o d e rn  d o c t r in e  o f absolute im m o b ilism h o ld s  t h a t  

th e  n a tu r a l  la w  is a b s o lu te ly  im m u ta b le ,  w h e re a s  absolute 

re la tiv ism h o ld s  t h a t  i t  is  e s s e n t ia l ly  m u ta b le ( 1 2). T h e  l a tt e r  d o c 

t r i n e  w a s p ro p o s e d  in  a n c ie n t  t im e  b y  A r is t ip p u s , a S o c ra t i c  

p h i lo s o p h e r  (3) , a n d , in  m o d e rn  t im e s , h a s  b e e n  s u pp o r te d  b y  

th e  P o s i t i v is ts ,  a s  C o m te , D u r k h e im ,  L e v y -B ru h l ,  a nd  o th e rs ,  

w h o  a rg u e  f r o m  th e  m u ta b i l i t y  o f la w s  a n d  i n s t i t u t io n s  a m o n g  

m a n y  p e o p le s .

c) B e fo re  a t t e m p t i n g  to  g iv e  th e  T h o m is t ic  s o lu t io n o f  th e  

p ro b le m , w e m u s t  m a k e  c e r ta in  d is t in c t io n s .

(1 )  I  I I ,  q . 9 4 , a . 5 .
(2 ) D e u x  ten d a n ce s se s o n t  to u jo u r s  p a r ta g é  le s  espr its  r e la t iv e m e n t  

à la  f ix ité  o u  à la  v a r ia b il i t é  d u  d r o it . H y p to n is és  p a r  l ’a b s tr a it ,  le s  u ns 
im m o b ilise n t  le s  n o t io n s, o u b l ie u x  d e la  r e la t iv i té q u ’im p o sen t  les  c o n t in 
g e n ce s. D ’a u tre s fra p p és de c e t  ex c ès c o u re n t  à  l ’ex cè s o p p o sé , v e r sa n t 
d a n s un  re la t iv ism e abslolu , d es t ru c teu r  d es n o t io ns  p r em iè re s.—  Se r t i l - 

l a n g e s, L a  P h i l ,  m o ra le de S. Th. d ’A q u in , p . 1 4 8 , 2 e  éd it .
(3 ) I n  Vt'iie., 1. V , 1. 12.



L A W S 129

T h e  p re c e p ts  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  a r e  p r im a r y  o r  s e c on d a ry .

F irst, th e  p r im a r y  p r e c e p ts  a re  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  p r im a ry  

a n d  im m u ta b le  e n d  o f  e v e r y  n a t u r a l  in c l in a t io n ,  a n  e n d  w h ic h  

is  a b s o lu te ly  p o ss ib le  o f a t t a i n m e n t ,  a n d  th e r e f o r e th e y  a re  se lf -  

e v id e n t .

T h e  s e c o n d a ry  p r e c e p ts  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  p r im ar y  

e n d  o f n a tu r a l  in c l in a t io n s  a s  a t t a i n a b le  in  a  f i t ti n g  m a n n e r ,  a n d  

w ith  th e i r  se c o n d a ry  e n d , a n d  th e r e f o r e  th e s e  p r e c ep ts  m a y  b e  

c a l le d  c o n c lu s io n s  d e d u c e d  f r o m  th e  p r im a r y  p re c e p ts .

Second ly , th e  p r im a r y  p r e c e p ts  o f t h e  n a tu r a l  la w  a re  of 

tw o  k in d s :  m o s t  c o m m o n  p r e c e p ts  a n d  f i r s t  p re c e p ts  in  e a c h  

o rd e r  o f in c l in a t io n .

T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  p r in c ip le s  a r e  th o s e  w h ic h  a re  c o n 

v e r t ib le  w i th  th e  s u p re m e  f i r s t  r u le  o f p ra c t ic a l  re a s o n :  good 

m u st be done, and evil avoided.

T h e  f i r s t  p re c e p ts  in  e a c h  o r d e r  o f in c l in a t io n  a r e re d u c ib le  

to  th e  m o s t  c o m m o n  p r e c e p ts ,  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  o n  th e m  a n d  p r o 

te c te d  b y  th e m , a n d  a re  s e l f - e v id e n t in  th e m s e lv e s , e v e n  th o u g h  

to  u s  t h e y  c a n  b e  c o n c lu s io n s . T h e re fo re  th e s e  p r e ce p ts  a re  

so m e t im e s  c a l le d  c o n c lu s io n s  o r  q u a s i- c o n c lu s io n s , a n d  se c o n 

d a r y  p re c e p ts  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  m o s t  c o m m o n  p r in c ip le s , w h ic h  

a re  se l f -e v id e n t in  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  to  u s  (1).

T h ird ly , a c c o rd in g  to  S t.  T h o m a s ,  a  c h a n g e  in  th e  n a tu r a l  

la w  b y  w a y  o f s u b t r a c t i o n  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  u n d e r  tw o  a s 

p e c ts :  subjective ly, i .e ., in  r e g a r d  to  o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f t h e  la w ; 

a n d  objectively, i .e . ,  in  r e g a r d  to  t h e i r  r e c t i t u d e  (1 2).

2 °  I n  the light o f  the fo rego ing  rem arks, w e  m a y  n o w  s e t  

f o r th  th e  p ro p o s i t io n s  w h ic h  fo l lo w .

a) A s  regards our know ledge o f them , the m ost com m on pre

cepts o f  the na tu ra l law  are the sam e fo r  all m en, i.e ., are im m u 

table.

(1) Ca j e t a n u s, in  I - I I ,  q .  9 4 ,  a .  1.
(2 )  I - I I ,  q . 9 4 ,  a .  4 .
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T h e s e  p r in c ip le s  a re  th e  v e ry  f i r s t  p r in c ip le s  o f  pra c t i c a l  

re a s o n , j u s t  as  th e  p r in c ip le  o f c o n t r a d ic t io n  is th e  f i r s t  p r in c ip le  

o f s p e c u la t i v e  re a so n  (1). H e n c e  a  p e rs o n  w h o  is  i gn o r a n t  o f 

th e s e  p r in c ip le s  d o e s  n o t  d is t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  g o o d  a n d  e v i l ,  

a n d  is in c a p a b le  o f  t h in k in g  o f  m o r a l i ty ,  o b l ig a t ion ,  o r  la w ; in  

o th e r  w o rd s , s u c h  a  p e rs o n  h a s  n o t  th e  u se  o f re a son .

b) A s  regards our know ledge o f them , the f i r s t  p r inc ip les in 

each order o f in c lin a tio n  and  the secondary p r in c iples o f the n a t

u ra l law  are the sam e fo r  a lm ost all m en , i.e ., m a y be u n k n o w n  to 

a relatively sm a ll num ber o f m en, and hence m a y  be sa id  to be m u 

table in  a fe w  exceptiona l cases.

E x a m p le s  : S u ic id e , w h ic h  is c o n t r a r y  t o  a  p r im a r y  

p r e c e p t  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w , is r e g a r d e d  a s  a  s in  b y a lm o s t  a ll 

m e n ,  b u t  c a n  b e  c o n s id e re d  a s  la w fu l  b y  th e  fe w , a nd ,  in d e e d , 

w a s  c o n s id e re d  s u c h  b y  c e r ta in  p h i lo s o p h e rs . I n  l ike  m a n n e r ,  

t h e f t ,  t h o u g h  e x p re ss ly  a t  v a r ia n c e  w i th  th e  n a t u r al  la w , w a s 

n o t  c o n s id e re d  w ro n g  b y  c e r ta in  G e rm a n  t r i b e s  o f a nc ie n t  

t im e s  (1 2). T h is  is  e x p la in e d  b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e f i r s t  p r in c i 

p le s  in  e a c h  o rd e r  o f in c l in a t io n  a n d  th e  s e c o n d a ry p r in c ip le s  

o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  a re  n o t  a lw a y s  s e l f -e v id e n t to  us , b u t  a re  

q u a s i- c o n c lu s io n s  o r  p r o x im a te  c o n c lu s io n s  d e d u c e d  f r o m  th e  

m o s t  c o m m o n  p r in c ip le s .  T h e re fo re  k n o w le d g e  o f th e m re 

q u ire s  a  c e r ta in  in te l le c tu a l  e f fo r t .  H e n c e , th o u g h k n o w le d g e  

o f th e m  is e a s i ly  a c c e ss ib le  to  a ll  m e n , th e y  r e m a in  u n k n o w n  

to  a  c e r ta in  fe w  in  w h o m  re a s o n  is p e r v e r te d  b y  t h e p a ss io n s , 

e v il  h a b i ts ,  o r  e v il  d is p o s i t io n s  o f  n a tu r e ,  a s  f e eb le -m in d e d 

n ess .

c) A s  regards their rectitude, the m ost com m on precepts o f 

the na tu ra l law  and  the fi r s t  precepts in  each order o f  in c lin a 

tion  are the sam e fo r  all m en, i.e ., are abso lu tely im m utab le .

T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  p re c e p ts  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  a n d  th e 

f i r s t  p re c e p ts  in  e a c h  o rd e r  o f in c l in a t io n  c o n c e rn e n d s  w h ic h  

im m e d ia te ly  p e r ta in  to  d i f f e re n t a s p e c ts  o f h u m a n  na tu r e .  

T h e s e  a s p e c ts  a re  im m u ta b le ( 3) : f o r  m a n  is im m u ta bly  a  b e in g .

(1) I - I I ,  q . 9 4 , a . 2 .
(2) M I ,  q . 9 4 , a . 4 .
(3) I n  E th ic .,  1. V , I. 12 , n . 1 0 2 9 .
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a  s u b s ta n c e ,  a n  a n im a l , a n d  a  r a t i o n a l  b e in g . H e n c e a ll  th e  

f i r s t  p r e c e p ts  o f th e  n a t u r a l  la w , i .e .,  t h e  m o s t  co m m o n  p r e 

c e p ts  a n d  th e  f i r s t  p r e c e p ts  in  e a c h  o r d e r  o f in c l in a t io n ,  a re  

a b s o lu te ly  im m u ta b le  a s  re g a rd s  t h e i r  r e c t i tu d e .

d) A s  regards the ir  rectitude, the secondary precepts o f  the 

na tu ra l law , though m utab le  fo r  the fe w , are the sam e fo r  a lm ost 

all m en. I n  i ts  p ro c e ss  o f re a so n in g , re a so n  d e a ls  w i th  h u ma n  

a c ts ,  w h ic h  a re  c o n t in g e n t  a n d  m u ta b le  in  c o n s e q u e nc e  o f th e  

m u ta b le  n a tu r e  (*) f ro m  w h ic h  th e y  r e s u l t ,  a n d  b e c au s e  o f 

d i f f e r e n t c i r c u m s ta n c e s  o f  t im e , p la c e , e tc .  B u t  the  s e c o n d a ry  

p re c e p ts  a r e  p ro x im a te  c o n c lu s io n s  w h ic h  p r a c t ic a l  re a so n  

d e d u c e s  f r o m  th e  p r im a r y  p re c e p ts .  T h e re fo re ,  a s  p rox im a te 

c o n c lu s io n s ,  t h e y  h a v e  f o r  a lm o s t  a l l  m e n  th e  sa m e  im m u 

t a b i l i t y  a s  re g a rd s  th e i r  r e c t i t u d e  a s  h a v e  th e  p r im a r y  p r e c e p ts ;  

b u t ,  a s  conclusions, t h e y  m a y  b e  m u ta b le  in  p a r t i c u la r  c a se s  

o f  r a r e  o c c u r re n c e  in  w h ic h  t h e y  a r e  o p p o se d , b e c a use  o f c i r 

c u m s ta n c e s , to  th e  p r im a r y  p r e c e p ts  o f th e  n a tu r a l  la w ( 1 2) . 

E x a m p le  : M a te r ia l  th in g s  a r e  d e s t in e d ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  

p r im a r y  in te n t io n  o f n a tu r e ,  f o r  th e  c o n s e rv a t io n  of h u m a n  

life  ; a n d  p r i v a te  o w n e rs h ip  is  r e q u i re d  b y  th e  s e co n d a ry  

p re c e p ts  o f th e  n a tu r a l  la w . N e v e r th e le s s , if  a  m a te r ia l  

th in g  p o sse sse d  b y  a n o th e r  is r e q u i re d  to  sa v e  th e  life  o f a  

p e rs o n  in  e x tr e m e  n e e d , th e  r i g h t  o f p r i v a te  o w n e rsh ip  in  th is  

c a se  b e c o m e s  n u l l  a n d  v o id , in  o rd e r  t h a t  th e  p r im ar y  i n te n t io n  

o f n a tu r e  m a y  b e  re a l iz e d .

T h e  T h o m is t ic  te a c h in g  o n  th e  im m u ta b i l i t y  o f t h e  

n a tu r a l  la w  m a y  b e  s u m m a r iz e d  s c h e m a t ic a l ly  a s  fo l lo w s  :

M o st com m on : im m u ta b le  a s regards
ou r k n o w led g e  o f th e m  a n d  as 
reg a rd s th e ir  r e c t itu d e .

P r im a ry  F i r s t  in  each o rder o f  in c l in a tio n : im m u 
ta b le  as regards th e ir  r e c t it u d e , b u t 
m u ta b le  as regards ou r k n o w le d g e  o f 
th e m  in  p a r t icu la r  ca se s o f rare 
o cc u r re n c e .

P rece p ts  o f th e  n a tu 
ra l la w

m u ta b le  as reg a rd s th e ir  r e c t it u d e  an d 
as reg ards o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e m 
in  p a r t icu la r  ca ses o f rare o ccu r -

[ ren ce .

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 5 7 , a . 2 , a d  1.
(2) I - I I ,  q . 9 4 , a a . 4  a n d  5 .
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906. D i f f ic u l t ie s .-— 1° W h a tso e v er  a p p e r ta in s t o  n a tu re  is a b solu te ly  
im m u ta b le .  B u t  th e  n a tu ra l  la w  a p p e r ta in s to  n a tu re . T h er e fo re  th e  n a tura l  
la w  is a b s olu te ly  im m u ta b le  (A b solu te  im m o b ili sm  or d e te r m in a t io n ) .

M a jo r .—  W h a t a p p e r ta in s t o  a n  im m u ta ble  n a tu re , v .g .,  to  th e  d iv in e 
n a tu re , I  co ncede; t o  a  m u ta b le  n a tu re , v .g .,  to  h u m a n  n a tu re , I  d en y .

M in o r . —  T h e  n a tu ra l la w  a p p e r ta in s to  a n  im m u ta b le  n a tu re, I  d e n y , 
to  h u m a n  n a tu re , w h ic h  is m u ta b le , I  concede.

T h e  p r im a ry  p rec ep ts  w h ich  a p p e r ta in  t o  th e  im m u ta ble  a sp e c ts  o f 
h u m a n  n a tu re  a re , as w e  h a v e  a lr e a d y  se en , a b s o lu tely  im m u ta b le ;  b u t , b ec a u se 
m en  a re  im m e rsed  in  co r ru p t ib le  th in g s, h u m a n  n a tu re  in  th e  c o n c r e te  is  n o t 
im m u ta b le ;  a n d  th e re fo re  th e  se co n d a r y  p rec ep ts  o f th e  n a tu r a l la w  a d m it  
o f  so m e e x c e p t io n s  in  th e ir  a p p lica t io n .

2 °  I f  th e  n a tu ra l la w  w ere im m u ta b le , m o ra l in s t i tu t io n s  w o u ld  n o t 
b e ch a n g ea b le . B u t  m o ra l in s t i tu t io n s  a re ch a n g ea b le . T h er e fo re  th e 
n a tu ra l la w  is n o t  im m u ta b le .

M a jo r .—  Im m u ta b le  a s reg ards i t s  m o s t  c o m m o n p rec ep ts , I  d en y ; 
im m u ta b le  a s reg ards i t s  se co n d a r y  p rec ep ts  a n d  a s regards p rec ep ts  o f  p o 
s i t iv e  la w , I  concede.

M in o r . —  C h a n g ea b le  in  th e ir  re la t io n  to  th e  m o st  co m m o n  pre c ep ts  o f 
th e  n a tu ra l la w , I  d e n y; c h a n g e a b le  in  th e ir  re la t io n  to  th e  se co n d a r y  p rec ep ts 
o f  th e  n a tu ra l la w  a n d  to  th e  p rec ep ts  o f  p o s i t iv e  la w , I  concede.

T h e  a d v o c a te s  o f  a b so lu te  r e la t iv ism  a d m it  t h a t  th ere  a re ce r ta in  fu n d a 
m e n ta l ru les in th e  m o ra l an d  ju r id ica l in s t i tu t io n s  o f  p eo p les  w h ich  a re  th e 
sa m e fo r  a ll  m en  (1 );  an d  th u s th e y  co n f irm  t h e  s c ho la s t ic  te a c h in g .

907. D isp en sa t io n  fro m  th e  n a tu ra l la w .—  D is p e n s a 

t i o n  m a y  b e  im p roper o r  m ateria l, a n d  proper o r  fo rm a l.

I m p r o p e r  d is p e n s a t io n  f ro m  a  la w  c o n s is ts  in  a  c h a ng e  

m a d e  b y  a  s u p e r io r  a u th o r i t y  in  th e  m a t t e r  o f t h e  la w .

P r o p e r  d is p e n s a t io n  c o n s is ts  in  th e  r e la x a t io n  o f th e  la w  

in  c e r ta in  sp e c ia l  c ases .

I t  is c e r ta in  t h a t  n o  h u m a n  p o w e r , c iv i l  o r  e c c le s ia s t ic a l ,  

c a n , on its  ow n au tho r ity , g r a n t  a  d is p e n s a t io n  f r o m  th e  n a tu r a l  

la w  ; f o r  a  d is p e n s a t io n  f r o m  a  la w  c a n  b e  g r a n te d  o n ly  b y  i ts  

f o u n d e r  o r  b y  h is  la w fu l  su cc e sso r. B u t  c a n  G o d , W ho , a s  

th e  f i r s t  e f f ic ie n t c a u s e  o f a ll  n a tu r e ,  is  th e  f o un d e r  o f  th e  n a tu r a l  

la w , g r a n t  a  d is p e n s a t io n  f r o m  th is  la w  ?

I t  is  t h e  c o m m o n  te a c h in g  o f  a l l  a u th o r s  t h a t  G o d  ca n  

g r a n t  a  d is p e n s a t io n  f r o m  th e  p re c e p ts  o f t h e  n a t u ra l  la w . 1

(1 ) E n  d é p it  d es v a r ia t io n s , d a n s le  te m p s  e t  l ’es pa c e , la  m o ra le  es t 
to u jo u rs  co m p o sé e  d ’un  p e t i t  n o m b re  d e  p r in c ip es e sse n t ie ls , c o n d it io n s  es se n 
t ie l le s  d e  v ie  so c ia le , q u i fo rm en t en  q u e lq u e  so r te  le  th è m e  fo n d a m e n ta l d e 
la  m o r a l ité  e t  q u i se  d é v e lo p p e n t  se lo n  les  m ilie u x, les  c ir c o n s ta n c es , e t  les 
p resc r ip t io n s p a r t icu liè res.—  E s p i n a s, L es S oc ié tés A n im z le s , p . 1 4 7 , 2 e  é d it .
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S o m e , a s  O c k a m  a n d  G e rso n , h o ld  t h a t  G o d  c a n  g r a n t  a  d is 

p e n s a t io n , in  th e  p r o p e r  sen se  o f t h e  te r m ,  f r o m  a ll  t h e  p r e 

c e p ts  o f t h e  n a tu r a l  la w . O th e rs , a s  B i l lu a r t ,  t e a ch  t h a t  G o d  

c a n  d is p e n s e  o n ly  im p ro p er ly o r  m a te r ia l l y  f r o m  c e r ta in  p r e 

c e p ts  o f t h e  n a tu r a l  la w . T h is  o p in io n , w h ic h  c o m m en d s  i t 

se lf  to  u s  b e c a u se  o f  i t s  c la r i t y ,  is  t h e  o p in io n  we fo l lo w .

1 ° God cannot g rant a d ispen sa tio n , in  the proper sense o f 

the term , fr o m  the precepts o f  the na tu ra l law .—  G o d  c a n n o t  

r e n d e r  g o o d  a n  a c t  w h ic h  is e s s e n t ia l l y  e v i l.  B u t ,  if  G o d  

p ro p e r ly  d isp e n se d  f r o m  t h e  p r e c e p ts  o f th e  n a tu r a l la w . H e  

w o u ld  r e n d e r  g o o d  a n  a c t  w h ic h  is e s s e n t ia l ly  e v i l . T h e re fo re  

G o d  c a n n o t  g r a n t  a  d is p e n s a t io n ,  in  th e  p r o p e r  sen se  o f th e  

te r m ,  f r o m  th e  p re c e p ts  o f th e  n a t u r a l  l a w ( 1).

M ajo r  —  T h e  e s s e n t ia l  m a l ic e  o f h u m a n  a c ts ,  l ik e  th e i r  

e s s e n t ia l  g o o d n e ss , d o e s  n o t  d e p e n d  o n  th e  d iv in e  will (n .8 6 7 ) .

M in o r .—  A ll a c ts  f o r b id d e n  b y  th e  n a tu r a l  la w  a re  e s

s e n t ia l l y ,  i .e .,  in t r in s ic a l ly ,  e v i l .  H e n c e , if  G o d p ro p e r ly  d is 

p e n s e d  f r o m  th e  p r e c e p ts  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w , H e  w o uld  r e n d e r  

g o o d  a n  a c t  w h ic h  is e s s e n t ia l ly  e v i l .

2 °  God cannot g rant a d ispen sa tion , in  the im p roper sense 

o f the term , f r o m  certa in  precepts o f the na tu ra l law .—  T h is  s t a t e 

m e n t  h a s  re fe re n c e  to  p r e c e p ts  o f t h e  n a tu r a l  la w  wh ic h  c o n c e rn  

im m u ta b le  m a t te r s  ; v .g ., G o d  c a n n o t  d is p e n s e  f r o m  th e  

p re c e p ts  w h ic h  fo r b id  b la s p h e m y  a n d  ly in g .

3 °  God can grant a d ispen sa tion , in  the im p roper sense o f 

the term , fr o m  certa in precepts o f  the na tu ra l law .—  T h is  s t a t e 

m e n t  h a s  re fe re n c e  to  p r e c e p ts  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  wh ic h  c o n 

c e rn  m u ta b le  m a t te r s .  M a n  is  f o r b id d e n  b y  th e  n a t u ra l  la w , 

fo r  e x a m p le , to  p u t  a n o th e r  p e rs o n  t o  d e a th  o n  h is  o w n  p r i v a te  

a u th o r i t y .  B u t  A b r a h a m  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p e r m i t te d ,  in  v i r t u e  

o f G o d ’s c o m m a n d , to  p u t  h is  so n  t o  d e a th .  A g a in , in  o rd e r  to  

in c re a se  th e  n u m b e r  o f th e  c h o se n  p e o p le , G o d  g r a n te d  a  d is 

p e n s a t io n , in  th e  im p r o p e r  sen se  o f th e  te r m ,  f r o m  th e  p r e c e p t  

o f th e  n a tu r a l  la w  w h ic h  f o rb id s  p o ly g a m y , a n d  th u s th e  r i g h t

(1) I - I I ,  q . 1 0 0 , a . 8 , c . e t  a d  2 .
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o v e r  th e  b o d y  o f h e r  h u s b a n d  w h ic h  b e lo n g s  to  o n e  wife  w a s  

d iv id e d  a m o n g  se v e ra l  w iv e s .

908. O b l ig a t io n  o f th e  n a tu ra l la w .—  1 ° P re lim in a r ies . 

—  1) M o ra l  o b l ig a t io n ,  a s  w e h a v e  se e n , is t h e  t r a ns c e n d e n ta l  

r e la t io n  o f  n e c e s s i ty  w h ic h  a  h u m a n  a c t  h a s  to  th e  u l t im a te  

e n d .

2 ) T h e  P o s i t i v i s ts ,  a s  G u y a u ,  D u r k h e im ,  a n d  L e v y -  

B r u h l ,  d e n y  th e  o b je c t iv e  o b l ig a t io n  o f t h e  n a t u r a l la w , a n d  

a t t e m p t  to  re d u c e  i t  to  i l lu s io n  a n d  p re ju d ic e .

K a n t  a n d  th e  I d e a l i s t s  a d m i t  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  m o ra l o b l ig a 

t i o n ,  b u t  m a in ta in  t h a t  i t  d e r iv e s  so le ly  f r o m  a u ton o m o u s  

h u m a n  re a so n .

O th e rs  re c o g n iz e  m o ra l  o b l ig a t io n  o n ly  in  a s  m u c h  as  i t  is 

a  c o n d i t io n  o f p u b l ic  o r  p r i v a te  u t i l i t y .

D e s c a r te s ,  O c k a m , a n d  P u f e n d o r f  h o ld  t h a t  m o ra l  o b lig a 

t i o n  is  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  p o s i t iv e  w il l o f  G o d , a n d , w h e n  o n c e  

e s ta b l i s h e d , is  im m u ta b le .

3 ) S in c e  o b l ig a t io n  is  a  re la t io n ,  t h e  s o lu t io n  o f o u r  p r e s e n t  

p ro b le m  d e p e n d s  on  o u r  f in d in g  th e  f o u n d a t io n ,  p r o xim a te  

a n d  r e m o te ,  o f  m o ra l  o b l ig a t io n .  I n  d o in g  th is ,  w e  sh a l l  

su f f ic ie n t ly  r e f u te  th e  a r g u m e n ts  o f t h e s e  w h o  d e n y t h a t  th e  

n a t u r a l  la w  is o f m o ra l  o b l ig a t io n .

T h e  f o u n d a t io n  o f a  r e la t io n  is tw o fo ld  : p r o x im a te,  i .e ., 

t h a t  f r o m  w h ic h  th e  re la t io n  im m e d ia te ly  d e r iv e s  ; a n d  u l

t im a te ,  i .e .,  t h a t  f r o m  w h ic h  t h e  r e la t io n  f i r s t ,  i.e ., u l t im a te l y ,  

d e r iv e s .

2 °  I n  the light o f the fo rego ing  observations, w e  s h a l l  n o w  

g iv e  t h e  s o lu t io n  o f th e  p ro b le m  in  th e  p ro o fs  o f th e  p ro p o s i 

t io n s  w h ic h  fo l lo w .

F irst  p r o p o s it io n .— The p rox im a te  fo u n d a tio n  o f the obliga

tion  o f  the na tu ra l law  is  the essentia l order o f th in gs .—  T h e  

p r o x im a te  c a u s e  w h e n c e  d e r iv e s  th e  r e la t io n  o f  n e c es s i ty  w h ic h  

a n  a c t  c o m m a n d e d  b y  th e  n a tu r a l  la w  h a s  to  i t s  u l t im a te ^ e n d  

is  t h e  e s s e n t ia l  o rd e r  o f th in g s .  B u t  t h e  p r o x im a te f o u n d a t io n
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o f th e  o b l ig a t io n  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  is  th e  p r o x im ate  c a u se  

w h e n c e  d e r iv e s  th e  re la t io n  o f n e c e s s i ty  w h ic h  a n  ac t  c o m 

m a n d e d  b y  th e  n a t u r a l  la w  h a s  t o  i t s  u l t im a te  e n d . T h e r e 

fo re  th e  p r o x im a te  f o u n d a t io n  o f t h e  o b l ig a t io n  o f t h e  n a tu r a l  

la w  is t h e  e s s e n t ia l  o rd e r  o f th in g s .

M a jo r .—  T h e  p r o x im a te  c a u s e  o f  th e  o b l ig a t io n  o f  a n  a c t  

c o m m a n d e d  b y  th e  n a t u r a l  la w  is  t h e  n e c e s s a ry  a n d  ess e n t ia l  

c o n n e x io n  o f  t h e  a c t  w i th  i t s  u l t im a te  e n d .  B u t  t h e e ss e n t ia l  

c o n n e x io n  o f  a n  o b je c t  w i th  i t s  u l t im a te  e n d  is  th e e ss e n t ia l  

o rd e r  o f th in g s  : i t  is  a  r e la t io n  o f n e c e s s i ty  im po se d  b y  th e  

v e ry  n a tu r e  o f th in g s . T h e re fo re .

M in o r .—  O b l ig a t io n  is  d e f in e d  : t h e  r e la t io n  o f  n e c e s s i ty 

o f a  h u m a n  a c t  to  th e  u l t im a te  e n d .

S econ d  p r o p o s it io n .—  The u  tim ate  fo u n d a tio n  o f the 

obligation o f the na tu ra l law  is  not h u m a n  reason, but the eternal 

law .—  T h e  f i r s t  o r  u l t im a te  c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e la t io n  o f n ec e s s i ty  

o f a  h u m a n  a c t  to  i t s  u l t im a te  e n d  is  th e  u l t im a te  f o u n d a t io n  

o f m o ra l  o b l ig a t io n .  B u t  th is  f i r s t  c a u s e  is n o t  h um a n  re a s o n , 

b u t  th e  e te r n a l  la w . T h e re fo re  t h e  u l t im a te  f o u n d a tio n  o f 

th e  o b l ig a t io n  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  is  n o t  h u m a n  re a so n , b u t  

th e  e te r n a l  la w .

T h e  m ajo r is  e v id e n t .

M in o r .—  T h e  e s s e n t ia l  o r d e r  o f  th in g s  is  a  c r e a te d  o rd e r  

w h o se  f i r s t  c a u se  is  th e  o rd in a n c e  o f G o d ’s  w isd o m  w h ic h  

d ir e c ts  a l l  c r e a tu r e s  to  t h e i r  p r o p e r  e n d , i .e .,  is t h e  e te r n a l  la w .

N o t e s .—  1° T h e  th i r d  p ro p o s i t io n  c o n d e m n e d  b y  th e  

S y l la b u s  is  a s  fo l lo w s  : H u m a n  reason, in  absolute independence 

o f God, is  the one and on ly  arbiter o f  tru th  and  fals i ty , o f good 

and evil, and  is  a law  un to  itself.

2 °  O n to lo g ic a l ly  sp e a k in g , t h e  e te r n a l  la w , i .e ., Go d , is  t h e  

u l t im a te  f o u n d a t io n  o f  o b l ig a t io n s  w h ic h  d e r iv e  f r om  th e  

n a tu r a l  la w . B u t  c a n  m a n , w i th o u t  e x p l i c i t  k n o w le d ge  o f  G o d , 

k n o w  th e  o b l ig a t io n  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  ? I n  a n sw e r  to  th is  

q u e s t io n , w e m a y  r e p ly  : in  o r d e r  t h a t  m a n  p e rc e iv e th e  o b l ig a 

t io n  o f th e  n a tu r a l  la w , i t  is  su f f ic ie n t t h a t  h e  kn o w  t h a t  t h e
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n a tu r a l  la w  is  d e s t in e d  f o r  g o o d  in  g e n e r a l , i .e .,  f o r  h a p p in e s s .  

T o  k n o w  th is  is to  k n o w  G o d  n o t  e x p l i c i t ly ,  b u t  im pl ic i t l y ,  

i .e .,  in  a n  o b sc u re  m a n n e r .

909. S a n c t io n  o f th e  n a tu ral  law . —  1° P re lim in a r ies . 

—  1) A  la w  is  s a n c t io n e d  w h e n  i t  is  m a d e  h o ly , i .e .,  in v io la b le . 

A  la w  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  in v io la b le  a g a in s t  t r a n s g r e s s or s  b o u n d  

t o  i t s  o b s e rv a n c e . T ra n s g re s s o rs  c a n  b e  fo r c e d  to  th e  o b 

s e r v a n c e  o f a  la w  n o t  b y  th e  m e re  m a n i f e s ta t io n  o f  th e  g o o d  

o r  e n d  o f  th e  la w  to  th e m , —  fo r  a s  t r a n s g r e s s o r s  th e y  h a v e  a n  

a v e r s io n  fo r  th e  g o o d  o f t h e  la w , —  b u t  b y  th e  fe a r  o f  p u n is h 

m en t, w h ic h  is a  m o v e m e n t o r  c h a n g e  o f t h e  s e n s i t iv e  a p pe t i t e .  

T h e  fe a r  o f p u n is h m e n t  e n g e n d e rs  in  m a n  a  d is p o s i t io n  w h ic h  

m a k e s  h im  see  t h a t  th e  o b s e rv a n c e  o f t h e  la w  is  d e st in e d  fo r  

h is  g o o d , n o t  f o r  h is  h a r m , a s  h e  h a d  t h o u g h t  b e fo re  h e  b e c a m e  

p o s se sse d  o f t h is  d is p o s i t io n . T h u s  i t  is  b y  c o a c t io n  t h a t  m a n  

is  le d  to  th e  o b s e rv a n c e  o f th e  la w .

H e n c e  s a n c t io n  m a y  b e  d e f in e d  : the pen a lty  attached to 

a law  to w h ich  transgressors o f the law  are liab le, and  w hich effi

caciously  leads m en, ou t o f  fe a r  o f  p u n ish m en t, to be law -ab id ing , 

i .e .,  to  o b s e rv a n c e  o f  th e  la w .

H e n c e  t h e  s a n c t io n  o f a  la w  is  in c o r r e c t l y  d e f in e d  a s  a  

r e w a r d  o r  re c o m p e n s e  a t t a c h e d  t o  a  la w . F o r ,  i f  t h e re w a r d  

is  a  g o o d , i .e . ,  a n  e n d , t o  w h ic h  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f t h e  la w  le a d s ,  

i t  d o e s  n o t  m o v e  th e  h u m a n  w il l in  a coactive m an ne r, a n d  h e n c e  

is  n o t  a  s a n c t io n  o f  th e  la w . I f  th e  r e w a r d  is a  c ou n te r -p ro m is e  

o r  a  re c o m p e n s e  b y  w h ic h  t h e  le g is la to r  c a n  w in  o v er  m e n , 

a n d  th u s  le a d  th e m  to  a c t  in  c o n fo rm i ty  w i th  t h e  law , w e  m a y  

sa y  t h a t  s u c h  m e n  a re  le d  t o  th e  o b s e r v a n c e  o f t h e  la w  b e c a u s e  

o f f e a r  o f  s e p a r a t io n  f r o m  th is  g o o d , i .e .,  b e c a u s e o f  f e a r  o f 

p u n is h m e n t  ( 1). E x a m p le  : in  th e  in ju n c t io n  o f  S t .  P a u l ,  

honor thy  fa th e r  and  th y  m other, tha t thou m ayest be long-lived 

up on  earth ( E p h .  V I ,  2 -3 ) , is  im p l ie d  th e  t h r e a t  o f  a n  e a r ly  

d e a th  f o r  a l l  w h o  d is h o n o r  t h e i r  f a th e r  a n d  m o th e r .

2 ) S a n c t io n  m a y  b e  su f f ic ie n t o r  in s u f f ic ie n t,  a n d  p e r fe c t  

o r  im p e r f e c t .

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 9 2 , a . 2 .  c .
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S a n c t io n  is  suffic ien t o r  insu ffic ie n t a s  i t  d o e s  o r  d o e s  n o t  

le a d  e f f ic a c io u s ly  to  th e  o b s e rv a n c e  o f t h e  la w ; a nd  perfect o r  

im perfec t a s  i t  d e p r iv e s  o r  d o e s  n o t  d e p r iv e  m a n  o f a l l  t h e  g o o d s  

w h ic h  h is  w ill c a n  d e s ire . P e r f e c t  s a n c t io n  in  th is l i fe  is  c a p i t a l  

p u n is h m e n t ;  a n d , in  th e  n e x t  l i fe , e te r n a l  d a m n a t ion .

2°  I n  the light o f fo rego ing  rem arks, we sha ll give the so lu tion 

to the problem  o f the sanc tions o f the na tu ra l law  in  the p roposi

tions w hich fo llow .

1) The na tu ra l law  has sanctions even in  th is  l i fe.—  I n  a  

c e r ta in  sen se , re m o rs e  o f c o n sc ie n c e , d is h o n o r ,  a n d s ic k n e ss  

w h ic h  a re  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f t h e  v io la t io n  o f t h e  n a t ur a l  la w  m a y  

b e  c a l le d  s a n c t io n s  o f  t h e  n a tu r a l  la w .

M o r e o v e r ,  in  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f th e  o b l ig a t io n  w h ic h  th e  

n a tu r a l  la w  im p o se s  o n  m a n  o f l i v in g  in  so c ie ty  u n de r  c o n s t i 

t u te d  a u th o r i t y ,  w e  m a y  s a y  t h a t  th e  n a t u r a l  la w  h as  s a n c t io n s  

in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t s  v io la t io n  is l ia b le  to  p u n is h m e n t f r o m  h u m a n  

a u th o r i t y ;  v .g . , a  p e rs o n  w h o  c o m m its  m u r d e r  o r  a t te m p ts  

su ic id e  is l ia b le  to  p u n is h m e n t  f r o m  h u m a n  a u th o r i ty .

2 ) The na tu ra l law  has not a lw ays suffic ien t sanctions in  th is 

l i fe .—  a ) R e m o rse , s ic k n e ss , a n d  d is h o n o r  d o  n o t  a lw a y s le a d  

m e n  to  th e  o b s e rv a n c e  o f  th e  n a t u r a l  la w . I n d e e d ,  so m e  s in 

n e rs  a r e  so  m o ra l ly  c o r r u p t  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  e x p e r ie n c e  re m o r s e  

o f c o n sc ie n c e . M o re o v e r ,  so m e  t r a n s g re s s o rs  o f t h e  n a tu r a l  

la w  a b o u n d  in  r ic h e s  a n d  h o n o rs .

b) T h e  p e n a lt ie s  im p o s e d  b y  h u m a n  a u th o r i t y  a r e  n o t  

a lw a y s  su f f ic ie n t s a n c t io n s .  I n d e e d ,  h u m a n  a u th o r i ty  p u n is h e s  

o n ly  e x te r n a l  a n d  se r io u s  a c ts  o f t r a n s g re s s io n  o f t h e  n a tu r a l  

la w , n a m e ly ,  t r a n s g re s s io n s  w h ic h  a re  d i r e c t l y  o r  in d i r e c t l y  

d e t r im e n ta l  to  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f  so c ie ty .  H e n c e  the r e  a re  

m a n y  t r a n s g re s s io n s  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  w h ic h  e sc a p e t h e  s a n c 

t i o n s  o f h u m a n  le g is la to r s .

3 ) The na tu ra l law  has a perfect sanction  in  the nex t l i fe .—- 

T h e  n a t u r a l  la w  m u s t  h a v e  a  p e r fe c t  s a n c t io n  w h ic h  d e p r iv e s  

m a n  o f e v e r y  g o o d  w h ic h  th e  h u m a n  w il l c a n  d e s ire . B u t  su c h  

a  s a n c t io n  c a n n o t  e x is t  in  t h i s  life . T h e re fo re  t h e n a t u r a l  la w  

h a s  a  p e r fe c t  s a n c t io n  in  th e  n e x t  life .
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M a jo r .—  T h e  s a n c t io n  o f a  la w  m u s t  b e  p r o p o r t i o n a te  to  

t h e  e n d  o f t h e  la w . B u t  th e  e n d  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  is n o t  o n ly  

t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d , b u t  a lso  t h e  in f i n i te  g o o d , i .e .,  G o d . H e n c e  

t h e  s a n c t io n  o f  t h e  la w  m u s t  b e  th e  p r i v a t i o n  o f  e ve r y  g o o d  

w h ic h  th e  h u m a n  w ill c a n  d e s ire .

M in o r .—  E v e n  c a p i ta l  p u n is h m e n t  d o e s  n o t  d e p r iv e  m a n  

o f  e v e r y  g o o d  w h ic h  th e  h u m a n  w ill c a n  d e s i re , f o r  i t  d o e s  n o t  

d e p r iv e  m a n  o f  t h e  g o o d s  o f  th e  n e x t  life .

4 ) The perfect sanction  o f the na tu ra l law  in  the nex t l ife  does 

not consist solely in  the p r iva tion  o f the in fin ite good, w hich is  God, 

but also in  the in f lic tio n  o f p u n is h m e n t.—  E v e r y  s a n c t io n  m u s t  

b e  p r o p o r t i o n a te  to  th e  v io la t io n  o f t h e  la w . B u t  th e r e  a r e  tw o  

e le m e n ts  in  th e  v io la t io n  o f t h e  n a tu r a l  la w : a) t h e  a b a n d o n 

m e n t  o f t h e  t r u e  u l t im a te  e n d , w h ic h  is G o d , a n d  b) a n  u n la w 

fu l  a t t a c h m e n t  to  c r e a tu r e s  a s  u l t im a te  e n d s . T h e refo re ,  j u s t  

a s  t h e  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f t h e  t r u e  u l t im a te  d e m a n d s  th e p r i v a t io n  

o f  G o d , so  th e  u n la w fu l  a t t a c h m e n t  to  c r e a tu r e s  d e ma n d s  th e  

in f l i c t io n  o f  p u n is h m e n ts  w h ic h  h a v e  th e i r  so u rc e  in  c re a tu r e s .  

I n  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  p e r fe c t  s a n c t io n  w h ic h  th e  n a t ur a l  la w  h a s  

in  t h e  n e x t  l i fe  d o e s  n o t  c o n s is t  so le ly  in  th e  p r iv a t i o n  o f th e  

in f in i te  g o o d , b u t  a lso  in  th e  in f l ic t io n  o f  p u n is hm e n ts .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. D e f in e :  n a tu ra l rea so n , th e  n a tu ra l  la w , p ro p er  d is p e n s a t io n  from 
la w , im p ro p er  d is p e n sa t io n  fro m  la w , sa n c t io n  o f  law , su ff ic ien t sa n c t io n , a n d 
p e r fe c t  sa n c t io n .

2 . E n u n c ia te  th e  f irs t  p r in c ip le  o f th e  n a tu ra l la w, a n d  s ta te  th e  m a tte r 
o f  th e  p r im a ry  a n d  se co n d a r y  p rec ep ts  o f  th e  n a tu ral la w .

3 . D isc u ss  th e  m u ta b i l i t y  o f  th e  p r im a ry  a n d  se co n da r y  p r ec ep ts  o f  th e 
n a tu ra l la w  a s reg a rd s a) ou r k n o w le d g e  o f  th e m , b) th e ir  o b je c t iv e  re c t it u d e . 4 5

4 . E x p la in  w h y  G o d  ca n  p ro p er ly  d isp e n s e  fro m  n o n e  o f  th e  p rec ep ts 
o f th e  n a tu ra l , a n d  im p r o p e r ly  d isp e n s e  fro m  o n ly  so m e  o f  th e m .

5 . W h a t is a) th e  p ro x im a te  fo u n d a t io n , b) th e  u l t im a te  fo u n d a t io n  o f 
t h e  o b lig a t io n  o f  t h e  n a tu ra l  la w  ? P ro v e  y o u r  a n swer .
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P O S I T I V E  L A W

910. N o t io n  o f p o s it iv e  la w .—  P o s i t i v e  la w  is a  p a r t i c 

ip a t io n  o f t h e  e te r n a l  la w , w h ic h  ta k e s  p la ce  b y  m ea n s  o f  a  

sp e c ia l ,  i .e ., p o s i t iv e ,  p ro m u lg a t io n . P o s i t i v e  la w, a s  w e h a v e  

se e n  (n . 8 9 8 ), m a y  b e  e s s e n t ia l l y  p o s i t i v e  o r  a c c ide n ta l ly  p o s i

t i v e ,  a n d  d iv in e ,  e c c le s ia s t ic a l ,  o r  c iv il .  S o m e time s  c iv i l  la w  

is  s im p ly  c a l le d  h u m a n  la w .

911. D ifference b e tw e en  th e  n a tu r al  la w  a n d  p os it iv e 

la w .—  T h e  n a t u r a l  la w  d i f fe rs  f r o m  p o s i t iv e  la w  in  t h e  fo l

lo w in g  w a y s :

1 °  in  its  m atter: th e  o b je c t  o f t h e  n a tu r a l  la w  is  i n t r i n 

s ic a l ly  g o o d  o r  e v i l a c ts ,  w h e re a s  th e  o b je c t  o f  p os i t iv e  la w  m a y  

b e  a c ts  w h ic h  a re  n o t  in t r in s ic a l l y  g o o d  o r  e v i l ;

2°  in  i ts  author: G o d  a lo n e  is  t h e  a u th o r  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w , 

w h e re a s  th e  a u th o r  o f p o s i t iv e  la w  m a y  b e  G o d  o r  m an ;

3 °  in  its  subject: th e  n a tu r a l  la w  is b in d in g  o n  a l l  m e n , 

w h e re a s  p o s i t iv e  la w  m a y  b e  b in d in g  o n ly  o n  th e  m e mb e rs  o f  a  

c o m m u n i ty ;

4 °  in  i ts  m u ta b ili ty : t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  c a n n o t  b e  a b r o g a te d  

a n d  is  in t r in s ic a l ly  im m u ta b le ,  w h e re a s  p o s i t iv e  law  a d m i ts  o f 

a b r o g a t io n  a n d  is n o t  in t r in s ic a l ly  im m u ta b le ;

5 °  in  its  p rom u lga tion : t h e  n a tu r a l  la w  is  p r o m u lg a te d  b y  

th e  n a tu r a l  l i g h t  o f r e a so n , w h e re a s  p o s i t iv e  la w  re q u ir e s  a  sp e 

c ia l  a c t  o f p ro m u lg a t io n .

912. D iv ine p os it iv e  law . —  1° I n  the state o f elevation 

to the superna tu ra l order, d iv ine  positive law  w as abso lu tely nec-
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essary fo r  precepts concerned w ith  the superna tu ra l l ife . —  D iv in e  

p o s i t iv e  la w  w a s  a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s sa ry  f o r  th e s e  p r ec e p ts  b e c a u s e  

p re c e p ts  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  l i fe  h a v e  re fe re n c e  to  

a n  e n d  w h o se  a t t a i n m e n t  su rp a ss e s  th e  p o w e rs  o f  n a tu r e ,  a n d  to  

w h ic h  th e  n a t u r a l  la w  a n d  h u m a n  la w s  a r e  n o t  p r o p o rt io n a te .

2 °  D iv ine  positive law  was m ora lly  necessary fo r  precepts 

concerned w ith  the na tu ra l order.—  H u m a n  j u d g m e n t  o n  h u m a n  

a c t s  w h ic h  a re  p a r t i c u la r  a n d  c o n t in g e n t  d o e s  n o t  at t a i n  c e r t i 

tu d e .  T h e re fo re ,  in  o rd e r  t h a t  m a n  m ig h t  n o t  r e m a in in  d o u b t  

a s  r e g a rd s  w h a t  h e  w a s b o u n d  to  d o  a n d  w h a t  h e  w a s  b o u n d  to  

a v o id ,  i t  w a s n e c e s sa ry  t h a t  h e  b e  d i r e c te d  in  h is  p r o p e r  a c ts  b y  

a n  in fa l l ib le  la w  g iv e n  b y  G o d  ( ') .

913. D er iv a t io n  o f h u m a n  law s fro m  th e  n a tu r a l  law .
—  1 ° E very hu m a n  law  is  derived f r o m  the n a tu ra l la w.— A  h u 

m a n  la w  h a s  th e  fo rc e  o f la w  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is j us t .  B u t  a  la w  

is  j u s t  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  a c c o rd s  w i th  th e  ru le  o f re a s o n , w h ic h  is 

th e  n a tu r a l  la w . T h e re fo re  a  h u m a n  la w  is t r u l y  a  la w  o n ly  

in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  n a t u r a l  la w ; an d ,  i f  i t  is  a t  

v a r ia n c e  w ith  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w , i t  is  n o t  a  t r u e  la w, b u t  a  p e r 

v e rs io n  o f  law .

2 °  H u m a n  law s are derived f r o m  the na tu ra l law  in  d iffe rent 

w a ys.—  S o m e  h u m a n  la w s  a r e  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  n a tu r a l  la w a s  

c o n c lu s io n s  f r o m  p r in c ip le s , i .e ., t h e y  a re  c o n c lu sio n s  d e d u c e d  

f r o m  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f t h e  n a tu r a l  la w ; v .g . ,  t h e  hu m a n  la w  

( a c c id e n ta l l y  p o s i t iv e ) , thou sha ll not k il l, is  a  c o n c lu s io n  d e d u c e d  

f r o m  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  th e  n a tu r a l  la w , thou  sha ll no t do evil to 

a n y  person. O th e rs  a re  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  n a t u r a l  la w  a s  d e te r 

m in a t io n s  o f c e r ta in  p r e c e p ts  c o n ta in e d  in  a n  in d e te r m in a te  

m a n n e r  in  th e  n a tu r a l  la w ; v .g ., th e  n a t u r a l  la w  m ak e s  p re c e p 

t iv e  th e  p u n is h m e n t  o f e v i l -d o e rs , b u t  le a v e s  to  h um a n  la w  (e s 

s e n t ia l l y  p o s i t iv e )  th e  d e te r m in a t io n  o f t h e  p a r t i cu l a r  p u n is h 

m e n ts  t h a t  s h o u ld  b e  in f l ic te d .

T h e  fo rc e  o f h u m a n  la w s  o f t h e  f i r s t  k in d  d e r iv e s  in  p a r t  

f r o m  th e  n a tu r a l  la w , w h e re a s  th e  fo rc e  o f t h e  l a t te r  d e r iv e s  

im m e d ia te ly  a n d  so le ly  f r o m  h u m a n  a u th o r i t y  (2). 1

( 1 )  I - I I ,  q .  9 1 , a .  4 . 
'2 )  M I ,  q . 9 5 ,  a .  2 .
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N e v e r th e le s s ,  a l l  h u m a n  la w s  a r e  o f m e d ia te  o b l ig a tio n  in  

v i r t u e  o f  t h e  p r e c e p t  o f t h e  n a tu r a l  la w  w h ic h  re q uir e s  in fe 

r io r s  t o  o b e y  th e i r  s u p e r io r .

914. N e cess ity  o f h um a n  law . —  H u m a n  la w s  a re  n e c 

e s s a ry  f o r  tw o  re a s o n s :

f i r s t , h u m a n  la w s  m a k e  d e te r m in a te  th e  in d e te r m in a te  p r e 

c e p ts  o f  t h e  n a tu r a l  la w , o r  th e y  m a n i f e s t  c o n c lu s io n s  d e d u c e d  

f r o m  p r in c ip le s  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  (v) ;

secondly, t h e y  i n s t i t u t e  s a n c t io n s  a g a in s t  t h e  w ic k e d  a n d  

p ro n e  to  v ic e , w h o  a r e  n o t  e a s i ly  a m e n a b le  to  w o rd s, b u t  w h o , 

b e c a u se  o f fe a r ,  t u r n  a w a y  f r o m  e v i l ,  a n d  t h u s  b e c om e  v i r tu o u s  

a n d  le a v e  o th e rs  in  p e a c e  (1 2).

915. E x te n s io n  o f h u m a n  la w . — 1° H u m a n  law  d i

rectly com m ands on ly  externa l acts.—  T h e  e n d  o f  h u m a n  la w  is  th e  

p u r s u i t  o f th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  in  s o c ie ty . B u t  o n ly  e x te r n a l  a c ts  

a re  d i r e c t ly  d e s t in e d  f o r  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f t h e  c o m m o n g o o d  in  

so c ie ty . T h e re fo re  h u m a n  la w  c a n  d i r e c t l y  c o m m a n d  on ly  

e x te r n a l  a c ts .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  is  p ro b a b le  t h a t  h u m a n  la w  c a n  a lso  c o m 

m a n d  in te r n a l  a c ts  w h ic h  a re  t h e  im m e d ia te  c a u s e s  of  e x te r n a l  

a c ts .

2° H u m a n  law  does not repress a ll vices.—  L a w  is a  m e a s u re , 

a n d  th e r e f o r e  i t  m u s t  b e  a p p l ie d  to  m e n  in  a c c o rd a nc e  w i th  

t h e i r  c o n d i t io n s , b e c a u s e  a  m e a s u re  s h o u ld  b e  h o m o ge n e o u s  to  

th e  t h in g  m e a s u re d .  B u t  h u m a n  la w  is  a p p l ie d  to  t h e m a ss  

o f t h e  p e o p le , t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  w h o m  a r e  n o t  p e r f e c t in  v i r t u e .  

H e n c e  h u m a n  la w s  d o  n o t  f o r b id  a l l  t h e  v ic e s  f r o m  wh ic h  th e  

v i r tu o u s  a b s ta in ,  b u t  o n ly  t h e  m o re  g r ie v o u s  v ic e s , f r o m  w h ic h  

i t  is  p o ss ib le  f o r  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f p e o p le  t o  a b s ta in ,  a n d  e s p e c ia l l y  

th o s e  v ic e s  w h ic h  a re  h a r m f u l  t o  o th e r s ,  w i th o u t  t he  p r o h ib i 

t io n  o f  w h ic h  l i fe  in  h u m a n  s o c ie ty  w o u ld  b e  im p o ssib le . T h u s ,  

fo r  e x a m p le ,  h u m a n  la w  f o r b id s  m u r d e r ,  t h e f t ,  a n d  sim i la r  

c r im e s  (3).

(1) I - I I ,  q . 9 1 ,  a . 3 .
(2) I - I I ,  q . 9 5 , a . 1.
(3) I - I I ,  q . 9 6 , a . 2 .
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3 °  H u m a n  law  com m ands acts o f  a ll the v irtues, hut not all 

the a d s  o f  a ll the v ir tues.—  T h e  e n d  o f  h u m a n  la w  is th e  p u r s u i t  

o f  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  in  so c ie ty . N o w  th e r e  a re  a c ts  of e v e r y  

v i r tu e  w h ic h  a re  d e s t in e d , im m e d ia te ly  o r  m e d ia te ly,  f o r  th e  

c o m m o n  g o o d  o f so c ie ty ,  a n d  h e n c e  w h ic h  c a n  b e  c o m ma n d e d  

b y  h u m a n  la w . B u t  th e r e  a re  c e r ta in  a c ts  o f  t h e  v i rtu e s  w h ic h  

a r e  n o t  d e s t i n e d  fo r  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d , v .g ., c e r ta in in te r n a l  

a c ts ;  a n d  h e n c e  su c h  a c ts  a r e  n o t  c o m m a n d e d  b y  h u m an  

la w  ( 1).

916. C h ange o f h u m a n  la w .—  1° H u m a n  la w  is a  

d i c ta te  o f r e a s o n  b y  w h ic h  h u m a n  a c ts  a re  d i r e c te d . H e n c e  

th e r e  a re  tw o  re a so n s  w h ic h  c a n  ju s t i f y  c h a n g e s  in  h u m a n  la w s : 

1) th e  c h a n g e a b le n e s s  a n d  im p e r f e c t io n  o f h u m a n  re as o n ;  2) 

t h e  e x ig e n c ie s  o f n e w  h u m a n  c o n d it io n s .

a) The changeableness and im perfec tion  o f h u m a n  reason 

can ju s t i fy  changes in  h u m a n  law s.—  I t  is n a t u r a l  to  h u m a n  

re a s o n  to  a d v a n c e  g ra d u a l ly  f r o m  th e  im p e r fe c t  to  th e  p e r f e c t . 

H e n c e  w e f in d  t h a t  t h e  te a c h in g  o f th e  e a r ly  p h i lo so p h e rs  in  th e  

f ie ld  o f t h e  s p e c u la t i v e  sc ie n c es  w a s  im p e r fe c t ,  a nd  t h a t  i t  w a s 

p e r fe c te d  b y  th e i r  su c c esso rs . M o re o v e r ,  w e  f in d  a  p a ra l le l  

c a se  in  th e  f ie ld  o f th e  p ra c t i c a l  s c ie n c es ; th e  e ar ly  la w g iv e rs  

i n s t i t u te d  la w s  w h ic h  w e re  d e fe c t iv e  in  m a n y  w a y s ;  a n d  th e se  

la w s  w e re  c h a n g e d  a n d  p e r fe c te d  b y  le g is la to r s  o f a l a te r  d a y .

b) The exigencies o f new  h u m a n  cond itions can ju s t i fy  changes 

in  hu m an  laws. —  L a w s  a re  m e a s u re s  w h ic h  m u s t  b e  a d a p te d  

t o  t h e  m e a s u re d , i .e .,  to  th e  c o m m u n i ty ,  fo r  w h ic h  th e y  w e re  

m a d e . B u t  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  a r is e  w h ic h  b r in g  a b o u t  a  ch a n g e  in  

th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f h u m a n  s o c ie ty ,  a n d  h e n c e  w h ic h  m ak e  i t  

e x p e d ie n t to  c h a n g e  o ld  la w s  a n d  m a k e  n e w  o n e s , f o r d i f f e r e n t 

th in g s  a r e  e x p e d ie n t fo r  m a n  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  d i f f ere n c e s  o f h is  

c o n d i t io n  (1 2).

2 °  A  c h a n g e  in  h u m a n  la w  is  ju s t i f ie d  in  a s  m u c h  a s s u c h  

c h a n g e  is c o n d u c iv e  to  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d . B u t  t h e  c h an g e  o f a  

la w  is o f i ts e l f  a lw a y s  s o m e w h a t p r e ju d ic ia l  t o  t h e c o m m o n

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 9 6 , a . 3 .
(2 ) I - I I ,  q . 9 7 , a . 1.
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g o o d , s im p ly  b e c a u se  c u s to m  p la y s  a n  e f f ic a c io u s  role  in  th e  

o b s e r v a n c e  o f la w s . C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  w h e n  a  la w  is  c h an g e d , 

th e  o b s e rv a n c e  o f la w  is  le sse n e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a bo l i t io n  o f 

c u s to m . H e n c e  e v e r y  c h a n g e  in  la w , in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t is a  c h a n g e , 

is  d e t r im e n ta l  to  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  b e c a u se  th e  b in d in g  

fo r c e  o f t h e  la w  is d im in is h e d . T h e re fo re  h u m a n  la ws  s h o u ld  

n e v e r  b e  c h a n g e d  u n le ss  c o m p e n s a t io n  b e  m a d e  fo r  the  h a r m  

d o n e  b y  t h e  c h a n g in g  o f th e m . S u c h  c o m p e n s a t io n  is re a l iz e d  :

a ) w h e n  so m e  g r e a t  a n d  e v id e n t  b e n e f i t  r e s u l ts  f r o m  th e  n e w  

e n a c tm e n t ;  b) w h e n  th e  c h a n g e  w a s n e c e s s i ta te d  b e c a u s e  th e  

e x is t in g  la w  w a s  c le a r ly  u n ju s t ,  o r  i ts  o b s e rv a n c e  e x t re m e ly  

h a r m f u l  ( 1).

917. C u sto m  ca n  have th e  fo rce o f la w .—  1° L a w  is

a n  o rd in a n c e  o f re a so n . B u t  th e  in w a rd  m o v e m e n t o f th e  w ill 

a n d  t h e  c o n c e p ts  o f re a s o n  a r e  m o s t  e f fe c tu a l ly  m a nif e s te d  b y  

th e  r e p e t i t io n  o f e x te r n a l  a c ts .  H e n c e  c u s to m , w h ich  re s u l ts  

f r o m  th e  r e p e t i t io n  o f e x te r n a l  a c ts , m a n if e s ts  th e o rd in a n c e  

o f  re a s o n , a n d  th u s  c a n  h a v e  t h e  fo rc e  o f la w  (1 2).

2 °  T h e  le g a l  fo rc e  o f  a  c u s to m  w h ic h  is in t r o d u c e d  a m o n g  

a  p e o p le  is d e p e n d e n t  in  tw o  w a y s  o n  t h e  so c ia l c o nd i t io n  o f  th e  

p e o p le  :

a) if  th e  p e o p le  a re  f re e  a n d  a b le  to  m a k e  th e i r  o w n  la w s , 

t h e  c o n s e n t  o f t h e  p e o p le  e x p re sse d  b y  a  c u s to m  is a  m u c h  m o re  

e f f e c tu a l  m e a n s  o f e n s u r in g  t h e  o b s e rv a n c e  o f a  la w t h a n  is  th e  

a u th o r i t y  o f a  r u le r  w h o  h a s  p o w e r  to  m a k e  la w s  o n ly  in  a s  

m u c h  a s  h e  is  th e  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  o f th e  p e o p le ;

b) i f  th e  p e o p le  a r e  n o t  f re e  a n d  a b le  to  m a k e  th e i r  o w n  

la w s  o r  t o  a b o l is h  a  la w  m a d e  b y  a  s u p e r io r  p o w e r, a  p re v a i l in g  

c u s to m  a m o n g  th e m  h a s  t h e  fo r c e  o f la w  in  a s  m u c h  as  i t  is 

t o le r a te d  b y  th e  s u p e r io r  p o w e r ;  fo r , in  th is  c a se , th e  to le r a t io n  

o f  w h a t  c u s to m  in t r o d u c e d  is t a n t a m o u n t  to  i t s  a p p ro b a t io n  (2).

(1 ) I - I I ,  q. 9 7 , a . 2 .
(2 ) I - I I ,  q. 9 7 , a . 3 .
(2) I b id e m , a d  3 .
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918. O b l ig a t io n  im p o se d  by  h um a n  la w .—  1° T h e

p ro b le m  o f th e  b in d in g  fo rc e  o f h u m a n  la w s  m a y  b e  ex p re ss e d  

in  th e  q u e s t io n :  a re  h u m a n  la w s  b in d in g  in  c o n sc ie nc e  ?

2 °  T h e r e  a r e  fo u r  w a y s  in  w h ic h  a  h u m a n  la w  c a n  b e  

u n ju s t :

a) in  i ts  m atter: w h e n  i t  c o m m a n d s  a c ts  w h ic h  a re  i n t r i n 

s ic a l ly  e v i l ;

b) in  its  end: w h e n  i t  is  c o n d u c iv e  n o t  to  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d , 

b u t  to  th e  c u p id i t y  a n d  v a in g lo r y  o f i ts  a u th o r ;

c) in  its  author: w h e n  th e  le g is la to r  h a s  n o  a u t h o r i t y  t o  

m a k e  la w s ;

d) in  its  fo rm : w h e n , f o r  e x a m p le , i t s  b u r d e n s  a r e  im p o s e d  

u n e q u a l l y  o n  t h e  c o m m u n i ty ,  e v e n  th o u g h  t h e y  a r e  i nte n d e d  

fo r  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d .

3 °  T h e  o b s e rv a n c e  o f a  la w  w h ic h  is u n ju s t  in  i t s  ma t t e r  

is  n e v e r  p e rm is s ib le , fo r  su c h  a  la w  is a  v a r ia n c e  w i th  d iv in e  

la w : we ought to obey God rather than  m en (A c ts V , 2 9 ).

T h e  o b s e r v a n c e  o f o th e r  u n ju s t  la w s  is n o t  f o r b id d en ,  a n d ,  

in d e e d , is  so m e t im e s  n e c e s sa ry , n a m e ly ,  w h e n  i t  is  r e q u i re d  

fo r  th e  a v o id a n c e  o f s c a n d a l o r  th e  d is tu r b a n c e  o f t h e  p e a c e  o f  

s o c ie ty , o r  fo r  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d . I n  th e s e  c a se s , i t is , p ro p e r ly  

sp e a k in g , th e  n a tu r a l  la w , n o t  t h e  u n ju s t  la w , w h ich  m a k e s  

o b e d ie n c e  o b l ig a to ry .

4 °  E v e r y  j u s t  h u m a n  la w  u l t im a te l y  d e r iv e s  f ro m  th e 

e te r n a l  la w . B u t  th e  e te r n a l  la w  is  b in d in g  in  c o n sc ie n c e . 

T h e re fo re  e v e ry  j u s t  h u m a n  la w  is  b in d in g  in  c o n sc ie n c e .

919. P en a l la w .—  1 °  L a w s  m a y  b e  p u r e ly  p r e c e p t iv e  o r  

p r o h ib i t i v e ,  m ix e d , o r  p e n a l .

a) A  p u r e ly  p r e c e p t iv e  o r  p r o h ib i t i v e  la w  is  a  la w  w hic h  

c o m m a n d s  o r  p r o h ib i t s  a n  a c t ,  b u t  im p o se s  n o  p e n a l ty  o n  t r a n s 

g re sso rs  o f  t h e  la w ; v .g .,  t h e  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  la w  of h e a r in g  M a s s .

b) A  m ix e d  la w  is  a  la w  w h ic h  c o m m a n d s  o r  p r o h ib i t s  a n  

a c t ,  a n d  a lso  im p o se s  a  p e n a l t y  o n  t r a n s g re s s o rs  o f t h e  la w .
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A  m ix e d  la w  m a y  b e  s u c h  c o p u la t i v e ly  o r  d is ju n c t iv ely .

A  c o p u la t iv e ly  m ix e d  la w  is  a  la w  w h ic h  is  b in d in g  in  c o n 

sc ie n c e  a s  re g a rd s  th e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o r  o m iss io n  o f ac ts ,  a n d  a lso  

a s  r e g a r d s  th e  u n d e rg o in g  o f p e n a l t ie s .

A  d is ju n c t i v e l y  m ix e d  la w  is a  la w  w h ic h  is  n o t  b ind in g  in  

c o n sc ie n c e  in  a  d e te r m in a te  m a n n e r  a s  r e g a r d s  th e  pe r fo rm a n c e  

o r  o m iss io n  o f a c ts ,  o r  a s  r e g a r d s  th e  u n d e rg o in g  of p e n a l t ie s ,  

b u t  a s  re g a r d s  o n e  o r  o th e r  o f  th e s e . I n  o th e r  w o rds , n o  o n e  

is  b o u n d  u n d e r  p a in  o f g u i l t  b y  a  d is ju n c t i v e l y  m ixe d  la w  to  d o  

o r  o m i t  a n  a c t ,  b u t  is  b o u n d  u n d e r  p a in  o f g u i l t  to u n d e rg o  th e  

p e n a l t ie s  w h e n  th e  a c t  is p e r fo rm e d  o r  o m i t te d .

c) A  p u re ly  p e n a l  la w  is a  la w  w h ic h  d o e s  n o t  e x p l ic i t ly  

c o m m a n d  o r  p r o h ib i t  a c ts ,  b u t  o n ly  s ta t e s  th e  p e n a lt ie s  f o r  v io 

la t io n s  o f  th e  la w ; v .g ., anyone gu ilty  o f  th is  determ inate act or 

om issio n  sha ll p a y  th is  determ ina te pena lty .

A  p u r e ly  p e n a l  la w  is r e d u c ib le  to  a  d is ju n c t iv e ly  m ix e d  

la w  ( ') .

2 °  T h e  q u e s t io n  w ith  w h ic h  w e a re  c o n c e rn e d  a t  th e  m o 

m e n t  is th i s :  d o  d is ju n c t iv e ly  m ix e d  la w s  e x is t  ?

T h e  m a jo r i t y  o f m o d e rn  m o ra l i s ts  a n sw e r  th is  q u e s t io n  

in  th e  a f f i r m a t iv e .

O th e rs ,  h o w e v e r ,  d o  n o t  a g re e  w ith  th is  a n sw e r , b e ca u s e ,  

a c c o rd in g  to  th e m , a  p e n a l t y ,  in  t h e  p r o p e r  sen se  of t h e  te r m ,  

p re s u p p o s e s  a  f a u l t .  H e n c e  a  p e rs o n  w h o  is  g u i l ty  of n o  f a u l t  

in  th e  d o in g  o r  o m i t t i n g  o f  a n  a c t  is n o t b o u n d  to  p a y  th e  p e n 

a l t y .

3 °  I n  a n y  c a se , a  la w  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  c o n s id e re d  d is ju n c 

t i v e l y  m ix e d  u n le ss  th e  in te n t io n  o f th e  le g is la to r is k n o w n  

w i th  c e r ta in t y .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. E x p la in  w h y  a ll h u m a n  la w s d e r iv e  fro m  th e  e te r na l la w , h o w  th e y 
d e r iv e  fro m  th e  n a tu ra l la w , w h y  t h e y  a re n e ce ssa r y,  w h y  th e y  ca n  d ir e c t ly 
c o m m a n d  o n ly  ex te rn a l a c ts , a n d  w h y  t h e y  c a n n o t  repress a ll  v ic es .

Cl) B i i l i t a k t , S u m m a  S a n c ti  T ho m a e, v o l.  I I ,  p .  6 2 1  (P a lm é ) .
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2 . C an  h u m a n  la w  c o m m a n d  a ll  th e  acta o f  a ll  th e  v ir tu es  ?

3 . D isc u ss  br ie f ly  t h e  a d v is a b il i t y  o f  ch a n g in g  h u m a n  la w s.

4 . W h e n  h a s  c u s to m  t h e  f o r c e  o f  l a w ?  E x p la i n .

5. A re  a ll h um a n  la w s b in d in g  in  c o n sc ie n c e  ? E x pla in .

E x p la in .



A R T I C L E  V

C O N S C I E N C E

920. N o t io n  o f m oral  c o nsc ie n c e .—  C o n sc ie n c e , in  i ts  

e ty m o lo g y ,  s ig n if ie s  th e  a p p l i c a t io n  o f k n o w le d g e  to  s o m e th in g  

(cum  alio  scien tia , i .e .,  k n o w le d g e  a p p l ie d  to  a n  in d iv id u a l  

c a se ) , i .e .,  t h e  a c t  b y  w h ic h  w e  a p p ly  k n o w le d g e  to a  p a r t i c u la r  

f a c t .

C o n sc ie n ce  is d iv id e d  in to  'psychological c o n sc ie n c e , w h ic h  

d e a ls  w i th  i n te r n a l  f a c ts  in  t h e i r  e n t i t a t i v e  a s p e ct ,  a n d  m ora l 

c o n sc ie n c e , w h ic h  is th e  a p p l i c a t io n  o f k n o w le d g e  to  h u m a n  

a c ts  in  t h e i r  m o ra l  a s p e c t.

H e n c e  m o ra l  c o n sc ie n c e  is a n  a c t  o f t h e  in te l le c t ,  a n d  m a y  

b e  d e f in e d : the ju dg m en t o f  p ractica l reason w hich regulates our  

h u m a n  acts in  their concrete in d iv id u a li ty . B y  th is  a c t  o f p r a c 

t i c a l  r e a so n , w e ju d g e  t h a t  c e r ta in  th in g s  a re  g o o d a n d  o u g h t  

t o  b e  d o n e , a n d  t h a t  o th e r s  a r e  e v i l a n d  to  b e  a v o id e d .

921. T h ree fu n c t io n s  o f  c o n sc ie n c e .—  1° C o n sc ie n c e  

testifies: b y  i t  w e  re c o g n iz e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  d o n e  o r  h a v e  n o t  do n e  

s o m e th in g .

2 °  I t  b inds o r  inc ites : b y  i t  w e  ju d g e  t h a t  t h a t  s o m e th in g  

sh o u ld  b e  d o n e  o r  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  d o n e .

3 °  I t  excuses o r  accuses, i .e . ,  rebu kes: b y  i t  w e  ju d g e  t h a t  

w e h a v e  a c te d  w e ll o r  i l l in  s o m e th in g  w e h a v e  d o n e.

H e n c e  t h e  a c t  o f c o n sc ie n c e  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  a s  tak i n g  

p la c e  b e fo re  t h e  a c t io n ,  a n d  is  c a l le d  antecedent c o n sc ie n c e , 

w h ic h  b in d s  o r  in c i te s ;  o r  a s  ta k i n g  p la c e  a f te r  t he  a c t io n ,  a n d  

is  c a l le d  consequent c o n sc ie n c e , w h ic h  te s t i f ie s ,  e x c u se s , o r

a c c u ses .
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922. C o n sc ien ce  is th e  p ro x im a te ru le  o f su b je c t iv e 

m o r a l i ty  a n d  o b l ig a t io n .—  L a w , w h ic h  is t h e  ru le  b y  w h ic h  

o b je c t iv e  m o r a l i t y  a n d  o b l ig a t io n  a re  m e a s u re d , p r ox im a te ly  

d i r e c ts  th e  a c t  o f  t h e  w ill a n d  m a k e s  i t  b in d in g  o nly  if  i t  is 

k n o w n  b y  th e  a g e n t  a n d  is  a p p l ie d  to  th e  a c t  o f  t h e w ill. B u t  

th e  a p p l i c a t io n  o f la w  to  a c ts  o f th e  w il l in  th e  co n c r e te  is c o n 

sc ie n c e . T h e re fo re  c o n sc ie n c e  is th e  p r o x im a te  r u le o f t h e  

m o r a l i t y  o f  a c ts  in  th e  c o n c r e te , i .e .,  o f  s u b je c t iv e  m o r a l i t y  

a n d  o b l ig a t io n  ( ‘j .

923. D iv isio n  o f c o n sc ie n c e .—  1° I n  r e la t io n  to  i t s  

o b je c t , c o n sc ie n c e  m a y  b e  t r u e  o r  e r r o n e o u s .

A  true  conscience is o n e  w h ic h  d e c la re s  t h e  t r u t h ,  i .e .,  w h a t  

is  t r u l y  g o o d  a n d  t r u l y  e v il .

A n  erroneous conscience is  o n e  w h ic h  d e c la re s  to  b e  g o o d  

s o m e th in g  w h ic h  is  e v i l,  o r  v ic e  v e rs a .

A n  e r ro n e o u s  c o n sc ie n c e  is  v in c ib ly  o r  in v in c ib ly  er r o n e o u s  

in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  e r ro r  c a n  o r  c a n n o t  b e  o v e rc o m e  by  th e  e x e r 

c ise  o f m o ra l  d i l ig e n c e .

2 °  I n  re la t io n  to  i t s  a s s e n t,  c o n sc ie n c e  m a y  b e  c e rta in ,  

d u b io u s ,  o r  p ro b a b le .

A  certa in  conscience is o n e  w h o se  ju d g m e n t  o n  th e  g o o d n e ss  

o r  m a l ic e  o f a n  a c t  is f re e  f r o m  a l l  f e a r  o f e r r in g.

A  dub ious conscience is  o n e  w h o se  a s s e n t  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  

g o o d n e ss  o f a n  a c t io n  is  s u s p e n d e d  b e c a u s e  o f t h e  fe a r  o f e r r in g .

A  probable conscience is  o n e  w h o se  ju d g m e n t  o n  th e  g o o d 

n e ss  o r  m a l ic e  o f a n  a c t  is  m a d e  w i th  f e a r  o f th e  oth e r  p a r t  o f 

th e  c o n t r a d ic t io n ,  i .e .,  w i th  f e a r  t h a t  th e  o p p o s i te  m a y  b e  t r u e .

924. Ru les o f co n sc ie n ce . —  1 ° I t  is  never la w fu l to act 

w ith  a p ractica lly  dub ious conscience.—  A  p r a c t i c a l l y  d u b io u s  

c o n sc ie n c e  is a  c o n sc ie n c e  b y  w h ic h  a  p e rs o n  d o u b ts t h e  la w 

fu ln e ss  o f a n  a c t  c o n s id e re d  in  th e  c o n c re te .  A  p e rs o n  w h o  a c ts  

w i th  s u c h  a  c o n sc ie n c e  is  d is p o se d  to  p e r f o rm  a n  u nla w fu l  a c t  1

(1 )  D e V e r ita te , q . 1 7 , a . 3 .
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i.e ., is  d is p o se d  t o  c o m m i t  s in . H e n c e  a  m o ra l l y  c er ta in  c o n 

sc ie n c e  is  r e q u i r e d  f o r  th e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  g o o d  a c ts .

2°  I t  is  a lw ays law fu l to act w ith  a m o ra lly  certa in conscience. 

—  M o ra l  c e r t i t u d e  is  c e r t i t u d e  r e g a r d in g  h u m a n  a c ts w h ic h  is 

g e n e ra l l y  t r u e ,  a n d  is  t h e  c e r t i t u d e  p r o p e r  to  m a t te r s  o f  m o ra l i 

ty -

3 °  I t  is  never la w fu l to act con tra ry to a m ora lly  certa in  con

science.—  T o  a c t  c o n t r a r y  to  a  m o ra l ly  c e r ta in  c o n sc ie n c e  is to  

w ill w h a t  is  ju d g e d  w i th  m o ra l  c e r t i t u d e  to  b e  e v il.  H e n c e  i t  is 

n e v e r  la w fu l  to  a c t  a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  a n  in v in c ib ly  e r ro n e o u s  

c o n sc ie n c e . A  p e rs o n  w h o  a c ts  w i th  a  v in c ib ly  e r ro ne o u s  c o n 

sc ie n ce  is c u lp a b le  o f h is  a c t io n  in  t h e  d e g re e  t h at  h is  e r r o r  is 

c u lp a b le .

4 °  W hen  there is  a question  on ly  o f the law fu lness or u n la w 

fu ln e s s  o f an act, i t  is  la w fu l to fo l lo w  a so lid ly probable op in ion 

w hich den ies the existence or app lica tio n  o f the law . —  A  d u b io u s  

la w  is  n o t  b in d in g . B u t  a  la w  w h o se  e x is te n c e  o r  a pp l i c a t io n  is 

d o u b te d  w ith  w e l l - fo u n d e d  p r o b a b i l i t y  is  a  d u b io u s  la w . T h e r e 

fo re .

A  p e rs o n  w h o  fo l lo w s  a  so l id ly  p ro b a b le  o p in io n  d o es  n o t  

a c t  w i th  a  p ra c t i c a l l y  d u b io u s  c o n sc ie n c e , b u t  r a t he r  w i th  a  

p r a c t i c a l l y  c e r ta in  c o n sc ie n c e , f o r  h e  is  c e r ta in  of t h e  la w fu ln e ss  

o f fo l lo w in g  a  so l id ly  p ro b a b le  o p in io n .

W h e n  th e r e  is q u e s t io n  n o t  so le ly  o f t h e  la w fu ln e ss o r  u n 

la w fu ln e ss  o f a n  a c t ,  b u t  o f t h e  a v o id a n c e  o f so m e  e v i l,  t h e  sa f e r  

o p in io n ,  i .e .,  t h e  o p in io n  w h ic h  f a v o rs  th e  e x is te nc e  a n d  a p p l i 

c a t io n  o f t h e  la w , m u s t  b e  fo l lo w e d . T h u s ,  in  th e  ad m in is t r a 

t io n  o f t h e  S a c ra m e n ts , t h e  g r e a te s t  c a re  m u s t  b e  ta k e n  to  u se  

o n ly  su c h  m a t t e r  a s  i t  c e r ta in l y  v a l id .



C H A P T E R  I I

T H E  V IR T U E S

P ro lo g u e .—  I n  th e  p re c e d in g  c h a p te r ,  w e d e a l t  w i th  la w s , 

w h ic h  a re  t h e  e x tr in s ic  p r in c ip le s  o f h u m a n  a c ts .  No w  w e 

s h a l l  s t u d y  t h e  v i r tu e s ,  w h ic h  a re  th e  in t r in s ic  p rin c ip le s  o f 

h u m a n  a c ts .  F i r s t ,  w e  s h a l l  d is c u ss  t h e  v i r tu e s  in  g e n e ra l ,  

a n d , a f te r w a r d s ,  th e  c a r d in a l  v i r t u e s  a n d  t h e i r  p a rt s .  T h e  

c a r d in a l  v i r t u e s  a re  p ru d e n c e , ju s t ic e ,  w h o se  o b je ct  is r ig h t ,  

f o r t i tu d e ,  a n d  te m p e ra n c e . F in a l ly ,  w e  sh a l l  t r e a t  o f f r i e n d 

sh ip ,  w h ic h  r e s u l ts  f r o m  th e  o th e r  v i r t u e s .  H e n c e  th e r e  w ill 

b e  se v e n  a r t ic le s  in  th is  c h a p te r .

T h e  v ir tu e*  in  gen era l

N e c e s s i ty  o f v ir tu e 
D e f in it io n  o f  v ir tu e  
S u b je c t  o f  th e  v ir tu es 
D iv is io n  o f th e  v ir tu es
C o m p ar iso n  b e tw e en  th e  in te lle c tu a l a n d  m o r 

a l v ir tu es  
P a r ts  o f th e  c a r d in a l v ir tu es 
M o ra l v ir tu e  c o n s is ts  in  a  m ea n 
C o n n ex io n  b e tw e en  th e  m ora l v ir tu es 
E q u a l i t y  a n d  in e q u a l i ty  o f  t h e  m ora l v ir tu es 
V ice

P ru den ce

R ig h t

N o t io n  o f  p ru d en ce 
A cts  o f p ru d en ce
P ru den ce , sy n d e re s is ,  a n d  m ora l v ir tu e 
P ru d en ce  a n d  art 
A r t a n d  m o ra li ty  
I n te g r a n t  p a r ts o f p ru d e n ce 
S u b je c t iv e  p a r ts  o f p ru d en ce 
P o te n t ia l  p a r ts  o f p ru d en ce 
V ices o p p o se d  to  p ru d en ce  b y  d e f ic ie n cy 
V ices o p p o se d  to  p r u d en ce  b y  ex c ess

R ig h t  is th e  o b je c t  o f  ju s t ic e 
M e a n in g s  o f  r ig h t 
N o t io n  o f s u b je c t iv e  r ig h t 
R ela t io n  b e tw e e n  o b je c t iv e  r ig h t  a n d  su b 

je c t iv e  r ig h t
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R ig h t  ( C on t.)

J u st ice

F o r t it u d e

T e m p er a n c e

D iv is io n  o f o b je c t iv e  r ig h t 
D iv is io n  o f s u b je c t iv e  r ig h t 
S u b je c t  o f  d o m in io n  in  gen eral  
G od ’s d o m in io n
M a n ’s d o m in io n  o v er  h im se lf  an d  o th e rs 
Im m a n e n t  d u t ie s
M a n ’s  d o m in io n  o v er  ex te rn a l th in g s 
S ch ol ia
R ig h t  an d  c o a c t io n 
S cho lia

D e fin it io n  o f  ju s t ic e
A c ts  o f  ju s t ic e
S u b je c t iv e  p a r ts  o f  ju s t ic e
G en era l ju st ic e
P a r t ic u la r  ju s t ic e
S in s a g a in s t  c o m m u ta t iv e  ju s t ic e
I n te g r a n t  p a r ts  o f ju s t ic e
P o te n t ia l  p a r ts  o f  ju s t ic e
H o m ic id e
S u ic id e
R e lig io n
L y i n g
A d u la t io n , q u a r re lin g , a v a r ice , a n d  p ro d ig a lit y  
E p ik y  o r  e q u it y

T w o  m ea n in g s o f fo r t it u d e
D e f in i t io n  o f fo r t itu d e
V ices o p p o se d  to  fo r t itu d e
I n te g r a n t  a n d  p o te n t ia l p ar ts o f fo r t itu d e
M a g n a n im ity
C h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  m a g n a n im o u s  p erson s 
V ices o p p o sed  to  m a g n a n im ity 

I M a g n if ice n ce 
V ice s o p p o sed  to  m a g n if icen ce 
P a t ie n c e
V ices o p p o se d  to  p a t ie n c e
C o n sid e ra t io n s fo r  a c q u ir e m e n t  o f p a t ie n c e
P ersev e ra n ce
V ices o p p o sed  to  p e rsev era n ce

D e f in i t io n  o f tem p e ra n ce
T h e  ru le o f  tem p e ra n ce  is d ep en d e n t  o n  th e 

n ec e ss it ie s  o f  th is  l ife 
V ices o p p o se d  to  tem p er a n ce 
I n te g r a n t  p a r ts  o f tem p er a n ce 
S u b je c t iv e  p a r ts  o f  tem p e ra n ce 
A b st in e n c e 
S o b r ie ty  
D r u n k e n n e ss 
A lco h o lism  
C h a s t i t y
N o t io n  o f v ir g in i ty  
V ir g in it y  is la w fu l  
D if f ic u lt ie s
V ir g in ity  is m ore ex c e l le n t th a n  m a tr im o n y  
D if f ic u l t ie s
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T e m p er a n c e  {C o n i.)

L u st
S p e c ie s o f lu st
P o te n t ia l  p a r ts  o f te m p e r a n c e 
C o n t in en c e  a n d  in c o n t in e n c e 
C lem en cy
M e ek n e ss  a n d  v ic e s  o p p o se d  t o  i t 
M o d e s ty  a n d  it s  sp ec ies 
H u m i li t y
V ices o p p o sed  to  h u m i l i t y 
G r a v it y  o f p r id e  
S tu d io u sn ess
V ices o p p o sed  to  s tu d io u sn e ss 
E u tr a p e l ia  (g o o d  ch ee r ),  m o d e s ty  o f  e x te rn a l 

m o v e m e n ts  a n d  o f  d ress

F r ien d sh ip

L o v e , fr ien d sh ip , lo v e  o f  p re fe ren ce  (d ile c t io ) , 
c h a r i ty  

D e f in it io n  o f  f r ie n d sh ip  
D iv is io n  o f f r ie n d sh ip  
C a uses o f f r ien d sh ip 
L o v e  o f n e ig h b o r 
O rder of lo v e  o f n e ig h b o r 
In te r n a l e f fec ts  o f  f r ie n d sh ip  
E x te r n a l e f fec ts  o f  f r ien d sh ip 
D o m e s t ic  fr ie n d sh ip 
P o li t ic a l f r ie n d sh ip  
J u st ice , f r ien d sh ip , a n d  c h a r i ty 
V ices o p p o se d  to  fr ie n d sh ip



A R T I C L E  I

V I R T U E S  I N  G E N E R A L

9 2 5 . N ecess ity  o f v ir tu e .—  I n  o r d e r  t o  a t t a i n  h is  e n d , 

m a n  m u s t  p e r f o rm  g o o d  a c ts . B u t  m a n ’s fa c u l t ie s  a re n o t  

o f  th e m s e lv e s  d e te r m in e d  to  te n d  to w a r d s  g o o d  a c ts , f o r  t h e y  

m a y  te n d  to  e v i l  a c ts . H e n c e , in  o rd e r  t h a t  m a n  m a y e a s i ly  

a n d  w i th  s ta b i l i t y  p e r fo rm  g o o d  a c ts ,  v i r t u e s ,  i .e ., c e r ta in  d is 

p o s i t io n s  o f t h e  p o w e rs  o f t h e  so u l , a r e  re q u i re d .

T h e re fo re  v i r tu e s  a re  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th r e e  r e a s o n s :

a ) t o  o v e rc o m e  th e  in d é te r m in a t io n  o f t h e  p o w e rs ;

b) to  e n a b le  m a n  to  a c t  e a s i ly  f o r  a n  e n d ;

c) to  e n a b le  m a n  to  a c t  in  a  s ta b le  m a n n e r  f o r  a n  en d . ( x).

9 2 6 . D e fin it io n  o f v ir tu e . — V i r t u e  m a y  b e  d e f in e d : 

a  good operative hab it{2).

a) H ab it, i .e .,  a  s ta b le  d is p o s i t io n .

b) Operative, i .e .,  i t  is  a  h a b i t  w h ic h  is d e s t in e d  f o r  o p e r a 

t i o n ,  a n d  is t h e  c o m p le m e n t  o f t h e  p o w e r  o r  f a c u l ty.

c) Good, in  a s  m u c h  a s  v i r t u e  is d e s t in e d  f o r  t h e  p e r f o r m 

a n c e  o f g o o d  a c ts ,  a n d  f r o m  i t  r e s u l t  o n ly  g o o d  a c ts .

9 2 7 . S u b jec t  o f th e  v ir tu e s .—  1° T h e  s u b je c t  o f t h e  

v i r t u e s  is  t h a t  w h ic h  th e  v i r tu e s  im m e d ia te ly  d e te rm in e , i .e ., 

t h a t  in  w h ic h  th e  v i r tu e s  a r e  im m e d ia te ly  i n h e r e n t  a s  a c c id e n ts .

2 °  S in c e  v i r tu e s  a r e  o p e r a t i v e  h a b i ts ,  p o w e rs  o r  fac u l t ie s  

a re  t h e i r  s u b je c t ,  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i v e  p o w e r , n o t  th e e sse n c e , 

is  th e  im m e d ia te  p r in c ip le  o f o p e r a t io n  in  c re a tu r es .

(1) D e  V e r i t a t e , q. 2 0 , a . 2 .—  I - I I ,  q . 4 9 , q . 4 .
(2) I - I I ,  q . 5 5 , a a . 1 -3 .
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3 °  T h e  e x te r n a l  m e m b e rs , v e g e ta t i v e  p o w e rs , a n d  e x 

te r n a l  sen ses  c a n n o t  b e  t h e  s u b je c t  o f  h a b i t s  o r  v ir t u e s ^ ) ,  fo r  

t h e y  h a v e  a  d e te r m in a te  m o d e  o f a c t in g , a n d , g iv e n  t h e  d u e  

d is p o s i t io n  o f t h e i r  n a tu r e ,  h a v e  n o  d i f f i c u l ty  in  t h e i r  a c ts . 

A n y  f a c i l i t y  w h ic h  t h e y  m a y  se e m  to  a c q u ir e  f r o m  u se  o r  

e x e rc ise  d o e s n o t  r e s u l t  f r o m  h a b i t ,  b u t  so le ly  f r om  t h e  re m o v a l 

o f im p e d im e n ts ,  j u s t  a s , f o r  e x a m p le , m a te r ia l  in s tr u m e n ts  

b e c o m e  p o l is h e d  a n d  im p r o v e d  f r o m  u se .

4 °  T h e  s e n s i t iv e  p o w e rs  (sen se s) o f a p p re h e n s io n  m ay  

b e  c o n s id e re d  in  tw o  w a y s  -.first, in  r e la t io n  t o  n a tu r e ,  a n d  th u s  

t h e y  re c e iv e  t h e i r  d e te r m in a t io n  f r o m  n a tu r e ,  n o t  fr o m  v i r t u e  

o r  d is p o s i t io n ;  secondly, a s  t h e y  a re  s u b je c t  t o  r e a s o n  in  m a n , 

a n d  th u s  w e m a y  a d m i t  o f c e r ta in  h a b i t s  w h e re b y  m a n h a s  

f a c i l i t y  o f m e m o ry , th o u g h t ,  o r  im a g in a t io n .

T h e  s e n s i t iv e  p o w e rs  o f  a p p re h e n s io n  a s  s u b je c t  to  re a so n  

a re  m e re ly  p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  k n o w le d g e  o f t h e  in te l le ct ,  w h o se  

p e r fe c t  a c t  is  t h e  k n o w le d g e  o f t r u t h .  T h e re fo re  h ab i t s  

w h ic h  c a n  b e  in  t h e  se n s i t iv e  p o w e rs  o f  a p p re h e n s ion  a r e  n o t  

v i r t u e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n n o t  c o m p le te  t h e  p e r f e c t  ac t :  f o r  t h e  

k n o w le d g e  o f t r u t h  is  c o m p le te d  o n ly  in  th e  in te l lec t .  H e n c e  

t h e  v i r tu e s  b y  w h ic h  w e  k n o w  t r u t h  a re  n o t  f o u n d  in t h e  s e n 

s i t i v e  p o w e rs  o f a p p re h e n s io n , b u t  r a t h e r  in  t h e  inte l le c t  o r  

re a so n  (1 2).

5 °  T h e  in te l le c t  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  e i th e r  in  i ts e l f o r  a s  

m o v e d  b y  th e  w ill.

C o n s id e re d  in  i ts e l f ,  t h e  in te l le c t  c a n  b e  t h e  s u b je c t  o f  

v i r tu e ,  b e c a u s e  of i ts e l f  i t  h a s  a  c e r ta in  in d i f fe re n c e  o f p e r 

f e c t ib i l i t y  in  r e la t io n  to  i t s  o b je c t , w h ic h  is t r ut h ,  in  a s  m u c h  

a s  i t  m a y  su c c e e d  o r  fa i l  in  a t ta in in g  i t ,  i .e ., i t m a y  a t t a i n  

t r u t h ,  o r  f a ls i ty  u n d e r  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f t r u t h .

A s m o v e d  b y  t h e  w ill, b o th  th e  p ra c t i c a l  a n d  t h e  s pe c u la 

t i v e  in te l le c t  c a n  b e  th e  s u b je c t  o f v i r t u e ,  f o r  a s s u c h  i t  c a n  b e  

m o v e d  b y  t h e  w il l  in  d i f f e r e n t w a y s . U n d e r  th i s  a s pe c t ,  t h e  

s p e c u la t iv e  i n te l le c t  is  th e  s u b je c t  o f  f a i th ,  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  

in te l le c t  is  t h e  s u b je c t  o f p r u d e n c e  (3).

(1) I - I I ,  q . 5 0 , q . 3 , ad  3 .
(2) I - I I ,  q . 5 0 , a . 3 , a d  3 ,—  Q . 5 6 , a . 5 —  D e V ir tu t ib u s , q . I ,  a . 4 , a d  6.
(3) I - I I ,  q . 5 6 , a. 3 .—  D e V ir tu tib u s , q . 1, a . 7 .
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6 °  T h e  w il l m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  in  r e la t io n  to  t h e  g oo d  o f 

re a so n  p r o p o r t io n a te  to  th e  w il l, o r  in  r e la t io n  to a  g o o d  w h ic h  

e x c e e d s  i t s  c a p a c i ty .

T h e  g o o d  o f re a so n  p r o p o r t i o n a te  to  th e  w il l is  t h e p r i v a te  

o r  p ro p e r  g o o d  o f th e  p e rs o n  w il l in g .

A  g o o d  e x ce ed s t h e  c a p a c i ty  o f  t h e  p e rs o n  w il l in g  ei th e r  

a s  re g a rd s  th e  w h o le  h u m a n  sp ec ie s , s u c h  as  D iv in e  g o o d , 

w h ic h  t r a n s c e n d s  t h e  l im i ts  o f h u m a n  n a tu r e ,  o r  a s  re g a rd s  

th e  in d iv id u a l ,  s u c h  as  th e  g o o d  o f o n e ’s n e ig h b o r .

I n  r e g a r d  to  th e  g o o d  o f re a s o n  p r o p o r t io n a te  to  t he  w ill, 

t h e  w il l,  as regards itse lf, d o e s  n o t  n e e d  v i r t u e  to  p e r fe c t  i t ,  

b e c a u s e  th e  w ill is o f i ts e l f  p e r f e c t ly  p r o p o r t io n ate  t o  th is  

g o o d  : th e  w ill is a  n a tu r a l  in c l in a t io n  to  t h e  g o od  of re a so n .

I n  re g a rd  t o  a  g o o d  w h ic h  e x c e ed s  th e  c a p a c i ty  o f  th e  

p e rs o n  w il l in g , t h e  w il l n e e d s  t o  b e  p e r fe c te d  b y  vi r tu e s ,  fo r  

i t  is  n o t  o f i ts e l f  p e r fe c t ly  p r o p o r t i o n a te  to  th is g o o d . T h e r e 

fo re  t h e  w ill is t h e  s u b je c t  o f s u c h  v i r tu e s  a s  d i re c t  m a n ’s a f fe c 

t io n s  to  G o d  o r  t o  h is  n e ig h b o r ,  a s  c h a r i t y ,  ju s t ice ,  a n d  th e  

l i k e (1)

N o t e .—  I n  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f a  g o o d  o f re a s o n  w h ic h  is th e  

p r i v a te  a n d  p r o p e r  g o o d  o f t h e  p e rs o n  w il l in g , t h e  w il l  c a n  

m e e t  w i th  e x tr in s ic  a n d  a c c id e n ta l  d i f f ic u l t ie s  c a us e d  b y  th e  

p a ss io n s  o f th e  s e n s i t iv e  a p p e t i t e .  F o r  th e  re m o v a l o f th e s e  

d if f ic u l t ie s , v i r t u e  in  t h e  w i l l  is n o t  r e q u i r e d ,  fo r  t h e y  c a n  b e  

o v e rc o m e  b y  th e  v i r tu e s  o f  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  a p p e t i t e  wh ic h  m o d 

e r a te  th e  p ass io n s .

7 °  T h e  s e n s i t iv e  a p p e t i t e ,  c o n c u p isc ib le  o r  i r a s c ible , m a y  

a lso  b e  c o n s id e re d  u n d e r  tw o  a s p e c ts :  in  i ts e l f ,  in a s  m u c h  a s  

i t  is  c o m m o n  to  m a n  a n d  t h e  b r u t e ;  o r  a s  h a v in g  a  ce r ta in  

p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  re a s o n , in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is  n a tu r al l y  d e s ig n e d  

to  o b e y  re a so n .

I n  i ts e l f ,  t h e  s e n s i t iv e  a p p e t i t e ,  c o n c u p is c ib le  o r i ra s c ib le , 

is n o t  th e  s u b je c t  o f v i r tu e s .

(1) I - I I ,  q . 5 6 , a . 6 .
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I n  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  h a s  a  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  r e a so n , i t  c a n  b e  

th e  s u b je c t  o f v i r tu e .  F o r ,  u n d e r  th is  a s p e c t ,  t h e  s e n s i t iv e  

a p p e t i t e  is a  p r in c ip le  o f h u m a n  a c ts ,  a n d  is  in  a  c e r ta in  w a y  

in d e te r m in a te  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  c a n  b e  w e ll o r  i l l  dis p o se d  to  

o b e y  re a so n .  H e n c e ,  in  o rd e r  to  o p e r a te  w e ll, th e r e is  r e q u i r e d  

in  th e  s e n s i t iv e  a p p e t i t e  a  c e r ta in  h a b i tu a l  c o n f o rm i ty  to  re a s o n , 

w h ic h  is n o th in g  o th e r  th a n  v i r t u e ^ ) .

9 2 8 .— D iv i s io n  o f th e  v ir tu es .—  1° I n  t h e i r  o r ig in  o r  

c a u s e , v i r tu e s  a re  in fu s e d  o r  a c q u ir e d .

In fu s e d  v irtues a re  v i r tu e s  w h ic h  a re  im m e d ia te ly  p ro d u c e d  

b y  G o d , a n d  a re  d e s t i n e d  fo r  a  s u p e r n a tu r a l  e n d ;  v .g .,  fa i th , 

hope, charity, in fu sed  ju stice , in fu sed  tem perance, etc.

A cqu ired  v irtues a re  v i r tu e s  w h ic h  a r e  c a u s e d  b y  o u r  o w n  

a c ts , a n d  a re  d e s t in e d  fo r  a  n a tu r a l  e n d ; v .g ., na tu ra l ju s tice , 

na tu ra l tem perance, etc.

2 °  A c q u i re d  v i r t u e s  a re  d iv id e d , a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r s u b 

je c t ,  in to  in te l le c tu a l  a n d  m o ra l  v i r tu e s .

In te llectua l v irtues a re  v i r tu e s  w h o se  s u b je c t  is t h e  in te l le c t ;  

v .g . , science.

M ora l v irtues a re  v i r tu e s  w h o se  s u b je c t  is t h e  a p p e t i t e ;  

v .g ., justice.

3 °  I n te l le c tu a l  v i r t u e s  a re  d iv id e d  in to  v i r tu e s  o f t h e  s p e c 

u la t iv e  in te l le c t  a n d  v i r tu e s  o f t h e  p r a c t i c a l  in tel le c t .

The v irtues o f the specu la tive in tellect a re  in te lligence ( in 

te llectus), w isdom , a n d  science.

T h e  v irtues o f the p rac tica l in tellect a r e  art a n d  prudence.

4 °  T h e  m o r a l  v i r t u e s  a re  d iv id e d  in to  v i r t u e s  w h ic h a re  

th e  c o m p le m e n t o f th e  w ill, th e  c o m p le m e n t o f t h e  co n c u p is -  

c ib le  a p p e t i te ,  a n d  th e  c o m p le m e n t  o f t h e  i r a s c ib le a p p e t i t e .

T h e  virtues w hich are the com p lem ent o f  the w ill a re  ju s t i c e  

a n d  i ts  a n n e x e d  v i r tu e s .  1

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 5 6 , a. 4.
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T h e  v ir tues w hich are the com p lem ent o f  the concupisc ible 

appetite a re  te m p e ra n c e  a n d  i ts  a n n e x e d  v ir tu e s .

T h e  virtues w hich are the com plem ent o f  the irascib le appetite 

a re  f o r t i tu d e  a n d  i ts  a n n e x e d  v i r tu e s .

929. C o m p a r iso n  b e tw e en  th e  in tel le c tu a l  a n d  m ora l 
v ir tu es .—  1° T h e  in te l le c tu a l  v i r t u e s  a r e :  sc ie n c e , w isd o m , in 

te l l ig e n c e  o r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  ( i n te l le c tu s ) ,  a n d  a r t . T h o u g h  

p ru d e n c e  is  a n  in te l l e c tu a l  v i r t u e  a s  re g a rd s  i t s  su b je c t ,  i t  is  

a  m o ra l  v i r t u e  in  i t s  m a t te r ,  b e c a u s e  i t  is  c o n c e rne d  w i th  o p 

e r a t io n s  (a g ib i l ia ) .

T h e  m o ra l  v i r t u e s  a re  v i r t u e s  w h ic h  p e r fe c t  t h e  a p pe t i t e ;  

v .g ., ju s t ic e ,  f o r t i t u d e ,  a n d  te m p e ra n c e .

2 °  A  th in g  c a n  b e  m o re  o r  le ss  p e r fe c t  in  a n  a b s o lute  

m a n n e r  o r  in  a  r e la t iv e  m a n n e r ;  v .g . ,  le a r n in g  is , a b s o lu te ly  

s p e a k in g , b e t t e r  t h a n  r ic h e s , b u t  r ic h e s  c a n  b e , r ela t i v e ly  

sp e a k in g , b e t t e r  t h a n  le a rn in g ,  a s  in  t h e  c a se  o f a p e rs o n  in  

e x tr e m e  p o v e r ty .

3 °  V ir tu e  is c o n s id e re d  in  a n  a b s o lu te  m a n n e r  w h e n  c o n 

s id e r e d  in  r e la t io n  to  i t s  o b je c t , f o r  v i r t u e ,  a s  an  o p e r a t iv e  h a b i t ,  

is sp e c if ie d  b y  i t s  o b je c t :  a  th in g  is c o n s id e re d  in  a n  a b s o lu te  

m a n n e r  w h e n  i t  is c o n s id e re d  u n d e r  th e  f o r m a l a s p e ct  o f  i t s  

sp ec ie s , i .e .,  in  i t s  p r o p e r  sp e c if ic  n a tu r e .

V ir tu e  is  c o n s id e re d  in  a  r e la t i v e  m a n n e r ,  w h e n  c o ns id e re d  

in  re la t io n  to  a c t ;  fo r , s in c e  v i r t u e  p e r f e c ts  th e  p o w e r, i t  is  a  

p r in c ip le  o f a c t io n .

4 °  T h e  a n sw e r  to  th e  q u e s t io n  o f w h e th e r  t h e  m o ra l  

v i r t u e s  a r e  m o re  p e r fe c t  t h a n  t h e  in te l le c tu a l  v i r tu e s  m a y  b e  

s ta te d  in  th e  p ro p o s i t io n s  w h ic h  fo l lo w  O).

a) The in te llectua l v irtues are, absolutely sp eak ing , m ore 

perfect hab its  than  the m ora l v ir tues.—  A  h a b i t  is  c o n s id e re d  

in  a n  a b s o lu te  m a n n e r  in  r e la t io n  to  i t s  o b je c t .  B ut  th e  o b 

je c t  o f th e  in te l le c tu a l  v i r t u e s ,  w h ic h  is t r u t h ,  is  m o re  e x c e l

le n t  t h a n  th e  o b je c t  o f th e  m o ra l  v i r t u e s ,  w h ic h  is g o o d n e ss : 1

(1) I - I I ,  q . 6 6 , a. 2 .
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t r u t h  is  m o re  a b s t r a c t  a n d  u n iv e rs a l  t h a n  g o o d n e ss . H e n c e  

th e  in te l le c tu a l  v i r t u e s  a re , a b s o lu te ly  s p e a k in g , m o re  p e r f e c t  

h a b i ts  t h a n  th e  m o ra l  v i r tu e s .

b) The nature o f v ir tue is  m ore perfectly  rea lized in  the 

m ora l v irtues than in  the in te llectua l v ir tu es.—  T h e  n a t u r e  o f 

v i r t u e  is m o re  p e r f e c t ly  r e a l iz e d  in  v i r t u e s  w h ic h  m a k e  m a n  

g o o d  in  a n  a b s o lu te  se n se  t h a n  in  v i r t u e s  w h ic h  m a ke  h im  g o o d  

in  a  r e la t iv e  sen se . B u t  th e  m o ra l  v i r t u e s  m a k e  m a n g o o d  

in  a n  a b s o lu te  sen se , w h e re a s  th e  in te l le c tu a l  v i r tu e s  m a k e  

h im  g o o d  in  a  re la t iv e  sen se . T h e re fo re  t h e  n a tu r e  o f v i r t u e  

is  m o re  p e r fe c t ly  re a l iz e d  in  th e  m o ra l  v i r t u e s  t h an  in  t h e  i n 

te l le c tu a l  v i r tu e s .

T h e  m ajo r is  e v id e n t ,  fo r  a  th in g  is g o o d  w h e n  g o o d  in  

e v e r y  r e s p e c t —  b o n u m  ex  in te g r a  c a u s a . H e n c e  th e  na tu r e  

o f v i r t u e  is  b e s t  re a l iz e d  in  v i r t u e s  w h ic h  m a k e  m an  g o o d  in  

a n  a b s o lu te  sen se .

M in o r .—  T h e  in te l le c tu a l  v i r tu e s  g iv e  m a n  th e  p o w e r  

o f p e r f o rm in g  g o o d  a c ts ,  b u t  d o  n o t  g iv e  h im  th e  r ig h t  u se  o f 

th is  p o w e r , i .e .,  d o  n o t  m a k e  h im  u se  th is  p o w e r  in a  r i g h t  

m a n n e r . H e n c e  th e y  re n d e r  g o o d  t h e  o p e r a t io n  o f a  pa r t i c u la r  

f a c u l ty ,  b u t  d o  n o t  m a k e  m a n  g o o d  in  a n  a b s o lu te  sen s e ; v .g .,  

a s  a  r e s u l t  o f in te l le c tu a l  v i r t u e ,  a  p e rs o n  c a n  b e a  g o o d  p h i l 

o so p h e r , b u t  y e t  n o t  a  m a n  w h o  is g o o d  in  e v e ry  re sp e c t ,  f o r  h e  

c a n  kno w in g ly , a n d  w i th o u t  s in n in g  a g a in s t  in te l le c tu a l  v i r t u e ,  

b e  th e  a u th o r  o f so p h is t r ie s .

T h e  m o ra l  v i r t u e s  n o t  o n ly  g iv e  m a n  th e  p o w e r  o f p er 

f o r m in g  g o o d  a c t ,  b u t  m a k e  h im  u se  th is  p o w e r  r ig h tl y ,  fo r  

t h e  m o ra l  v i r t u e s  p e r fe c t  th e  a p p e t i te ,  w h o se  f u n c tio n  c o n s is ts  

in  m o v in g  t h e  o th e r  p o w e rs  to  a c t .  H e n c e  th e  m o ra l  v i r t u e s  

m a k e  m a n  g o o d  in  a n  a b s o lu te  s e n s e (x).

930. C ard ina l  v ir tu es .— 1° T h e  c a r d in a l  o r  p r in c ip a l  

v i r t u e s  a re  th e  v i r tu e s  w h ic h  s u s ta in  a ll  v i r t u o u s  l i f e ( 2) . O n ly  

th e  m o ra l  v i r tu e s ,  i t  is  e v id e n t ,  m a y  b e  c a l le d  c a rd in a l  v i r 

t u e s ^ ) .

( ! )  I - I I ,  q . 5 6 , a . 3 , e t  q . 6 6 , a . 3.
(2) C a je ta n u s , in  I - I I ,  q . 6 1 , a r . 1.
(3 ) I - I I ,  q . 6 1 , a. 1.
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2 °  C e r ta in  m o ra l  v i r t u e s  m a y  b e  c a l l e d  c a r d in a l  o r  p r i n 

c ip a l  v i r t u e s  u n d e r  tw o  a s p e c ts :

f i rs t , in  r e la t io n  to  t h e i r  c o m m o n  fo r m a l p r in c ip le s , in  a s  

m u c h  a s  t h e y  a re  g e n e ra l , a s  i t  w e re , in  c o m p a r is o n w i th  th e  

o th e r  v i r t u e s ;  v .g .,  a n y  v i r t u e  w h ic h  r e n d e r s  g o o d  r e a s o n ’s a c t  

o f c o n s id e ra t io n  is c a l le d  p r u d e n c e ;

secondly, in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  w h a t  is 

m o s t  im p o r ta n t  in  th e  m a t t e r  o f t h e  m o ra l  v i r t u e s ;  v .g .,  t h e  

v i r t u e  w h ic h  g iv es  s t r e n g th  a g a in s t  t h e  g r e a te s t  d an g e rs ,  i .e .,  

t h e  d a n g e rs  o f d e a th ,  is  c a l le d  f o r t i t u d e (4) 5.

U n d e r  th e  f i rs t  a s p e c t,  t h e  c a r d in a l  v i r t u e s  a re  g en e ra l  

c o n d i t io n s  f o u n d  in  a l l  t h e  v i r tu e s .  U n d e r  t h e  se c on d  a s p e c t ,  

t h e  c a r d in a l  v i r t u e s  a re  sp e c ia l  v i r t u e s  w h ic h  a r e  d i s t i n c t  f ro m  

th e  o th e r  v i r t u e s  (6).

3 °  T h e  n u m b e r  o f t h e  c a r d in a l  v i r t u e s  c a n  b e  d e r iv ed  

e i th e r  f r o m  th e i r  f o rm a l p r in c ip le s  o r  f r o m  th e i r  su b je c ts .

a) F rom  their  fo rm a l p r in c ip le s .—  T h e  fo r m a l p r in c ip le  

o f v i r t u e  is  t h e  g o o d  o f re a s o n , i .e ., g o o d  in  c o n fo r m ity w i th  

re a so n .

T h e  g o o d  o r  p e r f e c t io n  o f re a s o n  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d :

a s  c o n s is t in g  in  t h e  v e r y  a c t  o f re a s o n ;  a n d  t h u s  we  h a v e  

o n e  p r in c ip a l  v i r tu e ,  c a l le d  prudence;

a s  c o n s is t in g  in  p u t t i n g  th e  o rd e r  o f re a so n  in to  so m e 

th in g  e lse , n a m e ly , in to  o p e r a t io n s ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  ju st ice ; in to  

th e  p a ss io n s  o f t h e  c o n c u p is c ib le  a p p e t i t e ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  tem 

perance; i n to  th e  p a ss io n s  o f t h e  i r a s c ib le  a p p e t i te ,  a n d  we h a v e  

fo r t itu de .

b) F rom  their subjects. —  T h e  s u b je c ts  o f t h e  m o ra l  v i r tu e s  

a re  r a t i o n a l  in  e sse n c e  o r  b y  p a r t i c ip a t io n .

T h e r e  is  o n e  s u b je c t  w h ic h  is  e s s e n t ia l l y  r a t i o n a l , n a m e ly ,  

re a so n , w h ic h  is  p e r f e c te d  b y  prudence.

(4) I - I I ,  q . 6 1 , a . 3 .
(5) I - I I ,  q . 6 1 , a . 4.
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T h e re  a re  th r e e  s u b je c ts  w h ic h  a re  r a t i o n a l  b y  p a r ti c i p a 

t io n :

th e  w il l,  w h ic h  is  p e r fe c te d  b y  ju st ice ;

t h e  c o n c u p isc ib le  a p p e t i te ,  w h ic h  is  p e r f e c te d  b y  tem per

ance;

t h e  i ra s c ib le  a p p e t i t e ,  w h ic h  is  p e r fe c te d  b y  fo r t i tu d e(x) .

H e n c e  th e r e  a re  f o u r  c a r d in a l  v i r t u e s :  prudence, jus tice , 

tem perance, a n d  fo r titud e .

9 3 1 . P arts o f th e  ca rd in a l v ir tu e s .—  1° E a c h  o f  t h e  

c a r d in a l  v i r t u e s  h a s  in te g r a n t ,  s u b je c t iv e ,  a n d  p o te n t ia l  p a r t s .

2 °  T h e  in te g r a n t  p a r t s  o f a  c a r d in a l  v i r t u e  a re  th e c o n 

d i t io n s  r e q u i re d  f o r  a  p e r fe c t  a c t  o f  t h e  v i r t u e ;  v.g .,  m e m o ry  

is r e q u i re d  fo r  a  p e r fe c t  a c t  o f p ru d e n c e , a n d  h e n ce  i t  is a n  in 

t e g r a n t  p a r t  o f th is  v i r tu e .

3 °  T h e  s u b je c t i v e  p a r t s  o f a  c a r d in a l  v i r t u e  a re  t he  sp e c ie s  

in to  w h ic h  th e  v i r tu e  is d iv id e d ; v .g ., p r u d e n c e  is d iv id e d  in to  

tw o  d is t in c t  k in d s  o f p r u d e n c e :  p e rs o n a l  p r u d e n c e  an d  g o v e rn 

in g  p ru d e n c e .

4 °  T h e  p o te n t ia l  p a r t s  o f a  c a r d in a l  v i r t u e  a re  v i rtu e s  

a n n e x e d  to  th e  p r in c ip a l  v i r t u e  in  w h ic h  th e  e sse n ce  o f th is  

p r in c ip a l  v i r t u e  is  n o t  p e r f e c t ly  r e a l i z e d ; v .g ., fi l ia l  p ie t y  is  a  

v i r t u e  a n n e x e d  to  ju s t ic e ,  f o r  i t  r e n d e rs  to another, i. e ., t o  th e  

f a th e r ,  w h a t  is  h is  d u e ; b u t  t h e  e sse n c e  o f ju s t i c e is  n o t  p e r f e c t 

ly  re a l iz e d  in  i t ,  f o r  t h e  f a th e r ,  f r o m  t h e  p o in t  of v ie w  o f th e  so n , 

is  n o t  p e r fe c t ly  a n o th e r :  t h e  so n  is  s o m e th in g  o f th e  f a th e r ,  a  

c e r ta in  p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f t h e  f a th e r .

9 3 2 . —  M oral v ir tu e  c o n s is ts  in  a m e a n .—  1° M o ra l  

v i r t u e  is  d e s ig n e d  to  d i r e c t  m a n  to  g o o d . B u t  t h e  go o d n e ss  

o f h u m a n  a c ts  c o n s is ts  in  t h e i r  c o n f o r m i ty  w i th  th e ru le  of 

re a so n .  T h is  c o n fo rm i ty  is  a  m e a n  b e tw e e n  e x c e ss  a nd  d e 

f ic ie n cy . H e n c e  m o ra l  v i r t u e  c o n s is ts  in  a  m e a n ( 1 2).

(1) I - I I ,  q . 6 1 , a. 2 .
(2 ) I - I I ,  q . 6 4 , a . 1.
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2 °  T h e  m e a n  in  w h ic h  m o ra l  v i r t u e  c o n s is ts  is a  m e an  o f 

r e a s o n , n o t  in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h i s  m e a n  e x is ts  in  t h e  ac t  o f re a s o n , 

as  th o u g h  t h e  a c t  o f re a so n  w e re  re d u c e d  t o  a  m e a n , b u t  in  a s  

m u c h  a s  th is  m e a n  is  e s ta b l is h e d  b y  re a s o n  in  so m e  p a r t i c u la r  

m a t te r .

3 °  I n  ju s t ic e , th e  m e a n  o f re a s o n  is a lso  t h e  m e a n  o f r e a l 

i t y ,  fo r  ju s t ic e  g iv e s  e a c h  o n e  h is  d u e , n e i th e r  m ore  n o r  less . 

I n  o th e r  w o rd s , w h a t  is r i g h t  in  t h e  c ase  o f ju s t ice  m u s t  b e  

e s ta b l i s h e d  a b s o lu te ly  a n d  in  i t s e l f  (s im p l i c i te r  et  s e c u n d u m  se ) .

4 °  I n  th e  o th e r  m o ra l  v i r t u e s ,  t h e  m e a n  o f re a so n  is  n o t  

th e  m e a n  o f r e a l i t y ,  f o r  th e s e  v i r t u e s  a re  c o n c e rn ed  w i th  in 

te r n a l  p a ss io n s , in  w h ic h  w h a t  is  r i g h t  c a n n o t  b e  es ta b l is h e d  

in  th e  sa m e  w a y  fo r  a l l  p e rs o n s , s in c e  m e n  s ta n d  in d i f f e re n t 

r e la t io n s  t o  th e i r  p a ss io n s . H e n c e  t h e  r e c t i t u d e  o f re a so n  

m u s t  b e  e s ta b l i s h e d  in  t h e  p a ss io n s  in  r e la t io n  to  u s , w h o  a re  

m o v e d  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  o u r  p a ss io n s  (1).

933.—  C o nn ex ion  b e tw e en  th e  m o ra l v ir tu e s. —  1°
T h e  m o ra l  v i r tu e s  a re  c o n n e c te d  in  a s  m u c h  a s  o n e  ca n n o t  e x is t  

w i th o u t  th e  o th e rs .

2 ° T h e  m o ra l  v i r tu e s  m a y  b e  p e r f e c t  o r  im p e r f e c t .

A n  im p e r fe c t  m o ra l  v i r t u e  is  a n  in c lin a tio n  ex is tin g  in  us 

for the perfo rm ance o f certa in good deeds. T h is  in c l in a t io n  m a y  

b e  p ro d u c e d  in  u s  b y  n a tu r e  o r  a c q u i r e d  b y  r e p e a te d a c ts

A  p e r fe c t  m o ra l  v i r t u e  is  a habit, i.e ., a stable d isposit ion , 

w hich inc lines us to do a good w ork well, i .e .,  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  

th e  e x ig e n c ie s  o f t h e  v i r tu e .

3 °  T h e  im p e r fe c t  m o ra l  v i r t u e s  a re  n o t  c o n n e c te d ,  i.e ., 

o n e  c a n  e x is t  w i th o u t  a n o th e r ,  f o r  a  m a n  m a y  b e  in cl in e d  f r o m  

n a tu r a l  te m p e r a m e n t  o r  f r o m  c u s to m  to  a c ts  o f l ib e ra l i t y ,  b u t  

n o t  t o  a c ts  o f c h a s t i t y .

4 °  T h e  p e r fe c t  m o ra l  v i r t u e s  a re  c o n n e c te d . W e m a y  

p r o v e  th is  e i th e r  b y  c o n s id e r in g  th e  c a r d in a l  v i r t ue s  a s  g e n e ra l  

c o n d i t io n s  o f a ll  th e  v i r tu e s ,  o r  b y  c o n s id e r in g  the m  as  d is t in c t  

v i r tu e s .

(1) I - I I ,  q . 6 4 , a . 2 .
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a) T h e  c o n n e x io n  b e tw e e n  th e  p e r fe c t  m o ra l  v i r tu e s  is 

m a n if e s te d  f r o m  a  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f t h e  c a r d in a l  v i rt u e s  a s  

g e n e r a l  c o n d i t io n s  o f a ll  t h e  v i r tu e s ,  f o r  d is c r e t io n  p e r ta in s  to  

p ru d e n c e , r e c t i t u d e  to  ju s t ic e ,  m o d e r a t io n  t o  te m p er a n c e ,  a n d  

s t r e n g th  o f m in d  to  f o r t i tu d e .  B u t  s t r e n g th  o f m in d c a n n o t  

b e  v i r tu o u s  w i th o u t  m o d e r a t io n ,  r e c t i t u d e ,  o r  d is c re t io n ;  a n d  

th e  sa m e  m a y  b e  sa id  o f th e  o th e r  v i r tu e s .

b) T h e  c o n n e x io n  b e tw e e n  th e  p e r fe c t  m o ra l  v i r t u e s  m ay  

b e  p ro v e d  f r o m  a  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f th e  c a r d in a l  v i r tu e s  a s  d is 

t i n c t  v i r tu e s ,  i .e ., in  as  m u c h  a s  e a c h  h a s  i t s  o w n p r o p e r  m a t te r .

N o  m o ra l  v i r t u e  c a n  b e  p o sse sse d  w i th o u t  p ru d e n c e ;  a n d , 

in  l ik e  m a n n e r ,  p ru d e n c e  c a n n o t  b e  p o sse sse d  w i th o ut  t h e  o th e r  

m o ra l  v i r tu e s .  H e n c e  a ll  th e  m o ra l  v i r t u e s  a re  c o n ne c te d .

A n tecedent.—  a) N o  m ora l virtue can be possessed w ithou t 

p rudence.—  A  m o ra l  v i r t u e  is  a n  e le c t iv e  h a b i t ,  a n d  th e re fore  

i t  m a k e s  a  r ig h t  ch o ice . N o w  r ig h t  c h o ic e  re q u i re s  n o t  o n ly  

t h e  in c l in a t io n  t o  a  d u e  e n d , w h ic h  in c l in a t io n  is  th e  d i r e c t  r e 

s u l t  o f  m o ra l  v i r t u e ,  b u t  a lso  c o r r e c t  c h o ic e  o f  m ea n s  to  th e  

e n d ,  w h ic h  c h o ice  is  m a d e  b y  p ru d e n c e . H e n c e  n o  m o ra l  

v i r tu e  c a n  b e  p o sse sse d  w i th o u t  p ru d e n c e .

b) P rudence cannot be possessed w ithou t the other m oral  

v ir tues.—  P r u d e n c e  is  a  h a b i t  w h ic h  c h o o se s  t h e  m e a n s  t o  th e  

e n d . H e n c e  e n d s  a re  th e  p r in c ip le s  f r o m  w h ic h  p ru d en c e  

p ro c e e d s . B u t  m a n  is r i g h t l y  d is p o se d  fo r  e n d s  b y  th e  o th e r  

m o ra l  v i r t u e s :  m a n  is  d is p o se d  b y  ju s t ic e  to  r e n d e r t o  e v e r y 

o n e  h is  d u e , e tc . T h e re fo re  p ru d e n c e  c a n n o t  b e  p o sse sse d  

w i th o u t  th e  o th e r  m o ra l  v i r t u e s  ( ') .

934.—E q u a l ity  a n d  in e q u a l i ty  o f t h e  m o ra l v i r tu e s .—
T h e  q u e s t io n  o f t h e  e q u a l i t y  a n d  in e q u a l i t y  o f t h e  m o ra l  

v i r tu e s  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  u n d e r  v a r io u s  a s p e c ts .

1 °  F irst, t h e  q u e s t io n  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  a s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  

sp e c i f ic a l ly  d i s t i n c t  v i r t u e s ,  i .e ., a s  re fe r r in g  to  t h e  sp ec if ic  

n a tu r e  o f d i f f e re n t v i r tu e s .  F r o m  th is  p o in t  o f v iew , i t  is  e v i  

d e n t  t h a t  o n e  v i r t u e  c a n  b e  g r e a te r  t h a n  a n o th e r .  1

(1) I - I I ,  q . 6 5 , a. 1 ,—  V I  E th ic ., c . 13.
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T h e  c a u se  is  a lw a y s  g r e a te r  t h a n  th e  e f fe c t ;  a n d  the  e f fe c t  

is  g r e a te r  as  i t  a p p r o x im a te s  m o re  c lo se ly  to  th e  ca u s e . B u t  

re a s o n  is  t h e  c a u se  a n d  r o o t  o f a l l  h u m a n  g o o d n e ss . H e n c e  

prudence, w h ic h  p e r fe c ts  re a s o n , is  s u p e r io r  in  g o o d n e ss  t o  th e  

v i r t u e s  w h ic h  p e r f e c t  t h e  a p p e t i t i v e  p o w e rs , in  as  m u c h  a s  i t  

p a r t i c ip a te s  in  re a s o n . N e x t  to  p r u d e n c e  c o m e s  ju s tice , w h ic h  

p e r fe c ts  th e  w il l,  f o r  t h e  w il l  h a s  a  g r e a te r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  

re a s o n  t h a n  h a s  t h e  s e n s i t iv e  a p p e t i t e .  N e x t  t o  ju st ic e  c o m e s  

fo r titud e ; a n d  a f te r  f o r t i t u d e  c o m e s  tem perance. F o r  t h e  i r a s 

c ib le  a p p e t i te ,  w h ic h  is  p e r f e c te d  b y  f o r t i t u d e ,  h as  a  g r e a te r  

p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  re a so n  t h a n  h a s  th e  c o n c u p is c ib le  a p p e t i te ,  

w h ic h  is p e r fe c te d  b y  te m p e r a n c e .

2 °  Secondly, th e  q u e s t io n  o f t h e  e q u a l i t y  a n d  in e q u a l i t y  

o f t h e  m o ra l  v i r t u e s  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  as  c o n c e rn e d w ith  

v i r tu e s  o f t h e  sa m e  sp ec ie s .

V ir tu e s  o f t h e  sa m e  sp e c ie s  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  u n d e r tw o  

a s p e c ts :  in  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  in  re la t io n  to  th e  s u b jec ts  w h ic h  

p a r ta k e  o f th e m .

I n  itse lf, o n e  v i r t u e  c o u ld  b e  g r e a te r  t h a n  a n o th e r  o n ly  a s  

r e g a rd s  e x te n s io n .  B u t  o n e  m o ra l  v i r t u e  c a n n o t  b e  gr e a te r  

in  th is  r e g a r d  t h a n  a n o th e r ,  f o r  a  p e rs o n  w h o  h a s  a m o ra l  v i r t u e  

h a s  i t  in  th e  w h o le  o f i t s  e x te n s io n ; v .g ., n o  p e rso n  h a s  t h e  v i r t u e  

o f ju s t ic e  u n le ss  h e  re n d e rs  t o  e v e r y o n e  h is  d u e .

I n  rela tion  to the sub jects w hich pa r take o f them , o n e  v i r tu e  

c a n  b e  g r e a te r  th a n  a n o th e r  e i th e r  in  r e la t io n  to  di f f e r e n t t im e s  

in  t h e  s a m e  m a n , o r  in  r e la t io n  t o  d i f fe re n t m e n . Th is  is so 

b e c a u s e  o n e  m a n  c a n  b e  b e t t e r  d is p o se d  t h a n  a n o th e r to  a t 

t a i n  th e  m e a n  o f v i r t u e ,  w h ic h  is  d e te r m in e d  b y  r i gh t  re a so n . 

T h e  c a u s e  o f th e s e  d i f fe ren c es  m a y  b e  a  g r e a te r  h a bi tu a t io n ,  

a  b e t t e r  n a tu r a l  d is p o s i t io n , a  m o re  d is c e rn in g  ju dg m e n t  o f 

r e a s o n , o r  e v e n  a  g r e a te r  g i f t  o f g ra c e  (1) , fo r ,  ac c o rd in g  to  S t. 

P a u l ,  to every one o f us is  g iven grace according to the m easure 

o f the g iv ing  o f C h rist (E p h . IV , 7 ) .

3 °  T h ird ly , t h e  q u e s t io n  m a y  b e  a s k e d :  d o e s  e q u a l i t y  o b 

t a i n  a m o n g  a ll  t h e  v i r tu e s  w h ic h  e x is t  in  t h e  sa m e  s u b je c t  a t

7

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 6 6 . a . I .
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t h e  sa m e  t im e  ? U n d e r  t h i s  a s p e c t ,  th e  q u a l i t y  o f vi r t u e s  m a y  

b e  u n d e r s to o d  in  tw o  w a y s : f i r s t , as  re f e r r in g  to  t h e i r  sp ec if ic  

n a tu r e ;  a n d ,  in  th is  w a y , u n d o u b te d ly  o n e  v i r t u e  c an  b e  g r e a te r  

t h a n  a n o th e r  in  a  m a n :  ju s t i c e ,  f o r  e x a m p le , c a n  b e g r e a te r  

t h a n  f o r t i t u d e ;  secondly, a s  re f e r r in g  to  t h e  d e g re e  o f p a r t i c i p a 

t io n  b y  th e  s u b je c t ,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  a  v i r t u e  b e c o m e s in te n s i f ie d  

o r  le sse n e d  in  a  s u b je c t .  I n  t h i s  se n se , a l l  t h e  v ir t u e s  in  a  m a n  

a re  e q u a l  a c c o rd in g  t o  a n  e q u a l i t y  o f p r o p o r t io n ,  in  a s  m u c h  

a s  t h e i r  g r o w th  in  a  m a n  is  e q u a l ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  f in ge rs  o f th e  

h a n d  a r e  u n e q u a l  in  s ize  o r  q u a n t i t y ,  b u t  e q u a l  a c co rd in g  to  

a n  e q u a l i t y  o f  p r o p o r t io n ,  s in c e  t h e y  g ro w  in  p r o p or t io n  to  o n e  

a n o th e r .  T h e  re a so n  o f t h is  e q u a l i t y  o f  p r o p o r t io n  is t h e  c o n 

n e x io n  o f t h e  v ir tu e s .

C o n s id e re d  u n d e r  t h e i r  m a te r ia l  a s p e c t ,  i .e ., a s  reg a rd s  

in c l in a t io n  to  a c ts  o f v i r t u e ,  a  m a n  m a y  b e  b e t t e r  d is p o s e d  b y  

n a tu r e ,  b y  c u s to m , o r  e v e n  b y  G o d ’s g ra c e  t o  p e r fo rm  a c ts  

o f o n e  v i r t u e  t h a n  a c ts  o f a n o th e r  (x).

935.—  V ice.—  1° V ice  is th e  o p p o s i te  o f  v i r t u e .  H e n c e  

v ic e  m a y  b e  d e f in e d  : an evil operative habit.

2 °  The vices are m ore num erous than  the v ir tu es.—  V ir tu e  

c o n s is ts  in  a  m e a n . H e n c e  a  m a n  m a y  b e  w a n t in g  in  vi r t u e  

e i th e r  b y  e x ce ss  o r  b y  d e f ic ie n c y . T h e re fo re  th e  v ic e s  a r e  m o re  

n u m e ro u s  t h a n  t h e  v i r tu e s .

3 °  The vices are not connected as are the v ir tu es.—  O n e  v ic e  

c a n  b e  in  o p p o s i t io n  to  a n o th e r  v ic e ;  v .g .,  a v a r ic e is a n  o b s ta c le  

t o  in te m p e ra n c e .

4 °  The vices are not equal to one another.—  E v i l  a c ts ,  w h ic h  

r e s u l t  f r o m  v ic e s , a re  n o t  e q u a l .

T h e  e v i l  o f  v ic es  d e r iv e s  e i th e r  f r o m  th e i r  o b je c ts,  o r  f ro m  

th e i r  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  t h e i r  s u b je c t .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1 . D e f in e :  v ir tu e , in te g ra l, su b je c t iv e , an d  p o te n tia l p a r ts  o f  a ca rd in a l 
v i r tu e , a n d  v ic e . 1

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 6 6 . a. 2.
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2 . S ta te  th r ee  rea so n s w hy  v ir tu e s  a re  n ece ssar y , a n d  e x p la in  w h y  fa c 
u lt ies  a re  th e ir  s u b je c t,  a n d  w h e th er  v ir tu e  is  in  th e  w il l a s regards a  p r iv a te 
a n d  p ro p er  g o o d .

3 . E x p la in  u nd er  w h a t  a sp e c t:  a ) t h e  s e n s i t iv e  p o w ers o f  a p p r eh en s io n 
a>e s u b je c ts  o f  h a b it s ;  b )  th e  s e n s i t iv e  a p p e t i t e  is th e  su b jec t  o f  v ir tu es ; c )  th e 
in te l le c tu a l  v ir tu e s a re  m o re  p e r fe c t  t h a n  th e  m o ral v ir tu e s .

4 . E x p la in  w h y  th e  n a tu re  o f v i r tu e  is m o re  p e r fe c tly  rea lized  in  th e 
m o ra l v ir tu e s  th a n  in  th e  in te l le c tu a l  v ir tu e s , u n der  w h a t a sp e c ts  m o ra l v ir 
tu e s m a y  b e  c a l le d  ca r d in a l, a n d  h o w  th e  n u m b er  o f  th e  ca r d in a l v i r tu e s  is 
d e r iv e d  fro m  th e ir  fo rm a l p r in c ip les .

5 . E x p la in  w h y  m o ra l v ir tu e  c o n s is ts  in  a m ea n , a n d w h e th e r  th is  m ea n 
is a m ea n  o f  rea so n  or a  m ea n  o f  r e a l i t y .

6 . S ta te  w h a t  is m e a n t  b y  th e  c o n n e x io n  o f  th e  v ir tu e s;  a n d  sh o w  w h y 
p r u d e n c e  c a n n o t  b e  p o s se ss ed  w i th o u t  t h e  m o ra l v i r tu e s .



A R T I C L E  I I

P R U D E N C E

936.— N o tio n  o f p ru d en c e .—  P r u d e n c e  is d e f in e d : r igh t 

reason app lied  to practice, i .e .,  to  o p e r a t io n s ;  o r , t h e  v ir tue  w hich 

r igh tly  d irects reason in  regard to operations.

a) V ir tu e  w h ich  r igh tly  d irects reason: p r u d e n c e  re s id e s  in  

th e  in te l le c t ,  f o r  t h e  p r u d e n t  m a n  o b ta in s  k n o w le d ge  o f t h e  

f u tu r e  f ro m  th e  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  th is  is p r o p er ly  th e  w o rk  

o f r e a s o n (*). M o re o v e r ,  i t  is to  p ra c t i c a l  re a s o n , n o t  t o  s p e c u 

la t i v e  re a s o n , t h a t  p r u d e n c e  g iv e s  d i r e c t io n .  F o r  pr u d e n c e  

is c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th in g s  to  b e  d o n e  fo r  a n  e n d . B u t i t  is p r a c 

t ic a l  re a so n  w h ic h  k n o w s  a n d  ju d g e s  th in g s  t o  b e  d on e  fo r  a n  

e n d ( 1 2).

b) I n  regard to operations: o p e ra t io n s  (ag ib il ia ) a re  d is 

t in g u is h e d  f r o m  p r o d u c ts  ( fa d ib i l ia ) .

O p e ra t io n s  a re  th o s e  th in g s  w h ic h  p e r ta i n  to  acting (a g e re ) , 

in  a s  m u c h  a s  to act is d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  to m ake.

To act (a g e re )  is  u s e d  h e re  in  th e  s t r i c t  se n se , a n d  s ig ni f ie s : 

t o  p e r f o rm  a  h u m a n  a c t  w h ic h  is f r e e  a n d  m e a s u r a b le b y  t h e  

r u le s  o f  m o ra ls .

To m ake ( fa c e re ) m e a n s  to  p e r fo rm  e i th e r  a n  e x te r n a l  

w o rk , v .g . , in  th e  s e rv i le  a r t s ,  o r  a n  in te r n a l  w o rk , v .g ., in  t h e  

l ib e ra l  a r ts .

P r u d e n c e  is  a  v i r t u e  o f p r a c t i c a l  r e a so n . B u t  p r a c ti c a l  

re a s o n  is c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th in g s  w h ic h  a re  s in g u la r  a n d  c o n 

c re te . H e n c e  p r u d e n c e  is  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  o p e r a t io n s , i .e . ,  

w i th  h u m a n  a c ts , c o n s id e re d  as  s in g u la r  a n d  in  th e  c o n c r e te ( 3).

(1 ) I I -T I , q. 4 7 , a . 1.
(2 ) I I - I I ,  q . 4 7 , a. 2.
(3 ) I I - I I ,  q . 4 7 , a . 3 .—  I n  E th ic .,  1. V I , 1. 6  a n d  1. 7.
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9 3 7 . —  A cts o f p ru d en ce .—  1° T h e  a c ts  o f  p r u d e n c e  a r e  

th r e e  in  n u m b e r :  to take counsel, to jud ge  r igh tly , a n d  to com 

m and .

F irs t, p ru d e n c e  ta k e s  c o u n se l , i .e .,  in q u i r e s  w h a t  m e a n s  

a n d  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  a r e  n e c e s s a ry , in  o rd e r  t h a t  a  w ork  b e  p e r 

fo r m e d  h o n e s t l y  a n d  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  v i r t u e .

Second ly, p ru d e n c e  ju d g e s  t h a t  t h e  m e a n s  s o u g h t  a n d  

f o u n d  a re  g o o d  a n d  s u i ta b le .

T h ird ly , p r u d e n c e  c o m m a n d s  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  a p p l ie s  to  

o p e ra t io n  th e  th in g s  cou nse led a n d  ju d g e d .

2 °  C o m m a n d  is th e  p r in c ip a l  a c t  o f p ru d e n c e . W e  m a y 

p ro v e  th is  f r o m  re a s o n  a n d  f r o m  a  s ig n .

From  reason.—  P r u d e n c e  is a  v i r t u e  o f p r a c t i c a l  re a so n . 

B u t  c o m m a n d  is t h e  p r in c ip a l  a c t  o f p r a c t i c a l  r e a s on , in  as  

m u c h  a s  c o m m a n d  is t h e  a p p l i c a t io n  o f th in g s  d is c o ve re d  a n d  

ju d g e d  to  o p e ra t io n .  H e n c e  c o m m a n d  is t h e  p r in c ip a l a c t  o f 

p r u d e n c e .

From  a s ig n .—  A  m a n  w h o  s in s  v o lu n ta r i l y  a g a in s t  h is  

c r a f t  is  a  b e t t e r  c r a f ts m a n  t h a n  h e  w h o  d o e s  so  in vo lu n ta r i l y ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e  f o r m e r  see m s  to  d o  so  f r o m  r ig h t  j u d g m en t ,  a n d  

t h e  l a t t e r  f r o m  d e fe c t i v e  j u d g m e n t .  I n  t h e  c ase  o f  p r u d e n c e ,  

h o w e v e r , a  m a n  w h o  s in s  v o lu n ta r i l y  is m o re  im p r u d en t  t h a n  

h e  w h o  s in s  i n v o lu n ta r i l y ,  b e c a u s e  h e  w h o  s in s  v o lun ta r i l y  

fa i ls  in  th e  p r in c ip a l  a c t  o f p ru d e n c e ,  w h ic h  is t he  a c t  o f c o m 

m a n d ^ ) .

938. —  P ru d en ce , sy n d eres is , a n d  m o ra l v ir tu e .—  1°
S in c e  p ru d e n c e  is d i r e c te d  to  a n  e n d , i t  p re s u p p o s es  a  r ig h t  

d e s ir e  o f t h e  e n d  in  t h e  o rd e r  o f m o r a l i t y .  B u t  t h e a p p e t i t e  

o r  d e s ir e  is  m a d e  r i g h t  b y  t h e  m o r a l  v i r t u e s .  H e n c e p ru d e n c e  

p re s u p p o se s  t h e  m o ra l  v i r tu e s .

2 °  S in c e  t h e  a p p e t i t e  fo l lo w s  k n o w le d g e , th e  m o ra l  v i r tu e s  

p re s u p p o s e  r ig h t  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  e n d . T h is  k n o w le dg e  is 

d e r iv e d  f r o m  s y n d e re s is .  1

(1) I I - I I ,  q . 4 7 , a . 8 .
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S y n d e re s is  is  d e f in e d : the habit in  v ir tue  o f w h ich the in 

tellect na tu ra lly  know s the ends o f the m ora l v irtues, i.e ., the f i r s t 

precepts o f  the na tu ra l law.

3 °  T h u s  w e  c a n  u n d e r s ta n d  t h e  r e la t io n  b e tw e e n  s y n de r e 

s is , t h e  m o ra l  v i r t u e s ,  a n d  p ru d e n c e .

Syn dere sis m a k e s  k n o w n  to  u s  th e  g e n e r a l  e n d s  o f  m o ra l  

l i fe , a s  te m p e r a n c e  in  l iv in g , ju s t ic e  in  a c t in g ,  fo r t i t u d e  in  

su f fe r in g .

T h e  m ora l v ir tues in c l in e  t h e  w il l in  a  f i r m  a n d  s ta b le  m a n 

n e r  t o  th e s e  e n d s .

P rudence, p re s u p p o s in g  th is  f i rm  a n d  s ta b le  in c l i n a t io n ,  

i .e .,  p re s u p p o s in g  r i g h t  d e s i re , p re s c r ib e s  h o w  m a n o u g h t  to  

a c t  in  p a r t i c u la r  a n d  d e te r m in a te  c ases  in  o rd e r  t o l iv e  te m 

p e r a te ly ,  t o  a c t  j u s t l y ,  a n d  t o  su f fe r  w i th  f o r t i t ud e .

H e n c e  p r u d e n c e  n o t  o n ly  p re s c r ib e s  th e  m e a n s  to  th e e n d  

b u t  is c o n c e rn e d  w i th  p a r t i c u la r  e n d s  in  d e te r m in a te  c a se s , in  

a s  m u c h  a s  i t  d ic ta te s  a n d  o rd e rs  t h a t  t h e  e n d  b e  so u g h t  a n d  

a t t a i n e d  b y  d e te r m in a te  m e a n s ( 1).

9 3 9 .—  P ru d en ce  a n d  a r t .—  1° P r u d e n c e  a n d  a r t  a re  

in te l le c tu a l  v i r t u e s  o f  p ra c t i c a l  re a so n .

2 °  P r u d e n c e  a n d  a r t ,  n e v e r th e le s s ,  a re  d i s t i n c t  f r om  e a c h  

o th e r  in  t h e i r  m a t t e r ,  fo rm , a n d  m o d e  o f p ro c e d u re .

a ) I n  m atte r.—  T h e  m a t t e r  o f  p r u d e n c e  is  o p e ra t io n  

(a g ib i le ) , i .e . ,  h u m a n  a c ts  a s  v o lu n ta r y  a n d  f re e . P r u d e n c e  

is  r igh t reason ap p lied  to opera tions.

T h e  m a t t e r  o f a r t  is a  p r o d u c t  ( f a c t ib i le ) ,  i .e .,  an  e x te r n a l  

w o rk  in  a  se rv i le  a r t ,  o r  a n  in te r n a l  w o rk  in  a  l i be r a l  a r t .  A r t  

is  r igh t reason app lied  to products.

b) I n  fo r m .—  T h e  fo rm  o f p r u d e n c e  is  m o ra l  re g u la t io n  

in  r e la t io n  to  d u e  e n d s . T h is  re g u la t io n  is  n o t  a  qu a l i t y  in 

t r o d u c e d  in to  m o ra l  a c ts ,  b u t  is  o n ly  t h e  t r a n s c e n de n ta l  r e la 

t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t  t o  o b je c ts  c o n fo rm e d  to  th e  ru le s  of m o ra ls .

(1) J o a n n e s  a  S a n c t o  T h o m a ,  C u r s u s  T h e o l., t .  V I , p p . 4 6 9 -4 7 1  (V iv es ).
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T h e re fo re  m o ra l  r e g u la t io n  is  f i r s t  a p p l ie d  to  o b jec ts ,  a n d  

th r o u g h  th e s e  o b je c ts  i t  is a p p l ie d  t o  a c ts .

T h e  fo rm  o f a r t  is r e g u la t io n  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  t he  id e a  

o f th e  a r t i s t ,  i .e .,  c o n f o r m i t y  to  t h e  id e a  o f t h e  a r t i s t .

I n  t h e  se rv i le  a r t s ,  t h i s  r e g u la t io n  o r  c o n f o r m i ty  is  a  q u a l 

i t y  in t r o d u c e d  in to  p r o d u c ts ,  a s , f o r  e x a m p le ,  a  c er ta in  s h a p e  

in  a  h o u s e  o r  in  a  sh ip ,  o r  a  c e r ta in  p o s tu r e  o r  o rd e r .

I n  th e  l ib e ra l  a r t s ,  th is  r e g u la t io n  is  f i r s t  a p p l ie d  to  o b je c ts ,  

to  w h ic h  m a n ’s a c ts  a re  d i r e c te d ,  a s , fo r  e x a m p le , in  L o g ic .

B u t  th e  r e g u la t io n  o f  a r t  d i f fe rs  f r o m  th e  r e g u la t io n  o f 

p ru d e n c e .

T h e  r e g u la t io n  o f p r u d e n c e  is  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  th e  r ec t i t u d e  

a n d  in te n t io n  o f t h e  w il l,  w h e re a s  t h e  re g u la t io n  of a r t  is  e n 

t i r e ly  in d e p e n d e n t  o f t h e  r e c t i t u d e  a n d  in te n t io n  of th e  w ill.

c) I n  m ode o f 'procedure.—  T h e  m o d e  o f p ro c e d u re  o f a r t  

a n d  o f  p r u d e n c e  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  in  r e la t io n  to  t he  in te l le c t  

a n d  in  re la t io n  t o  th e  w ill.

I n  rela tion to the intellect, a r t  p ro c e e d s  a c c o rd in g  to  f ix ed  

a n d  d e te r m in a te  ru le s , w h e re a s  p ru d e n c e  p ro c e e d s  a cc o rd in g  

to  ru le s  w h ic h  a re  a r b i t r a r y  a n d  w h ic h  v a r y  a c c o rd in g  to  d i

v e r s i t y  o f o c c a s io n s  a n d  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  f o r  r e c t i t ud e  o f j u d g 

m e n t  in  a r t  d o e s  n o t  d e r iv e  f r o m  o c c a s io n s  a n d  c ir cu m s ta n c e s ,  

as i t  d o es  in  p r u d e n c e .

I n  re la tion  to the w ill and  the executive powers, a r t  d o e s  n o t  

re q u ir e  t h a t  t h e  a r t i s t  a c t  w i th  a  r i g h t  i n te n t io n , b u t  o n ly  t h a t  

h e  a c t  w i th  k n o w le d g e , w h e re a s  p r u d e n c e  re q u ir e s  a  r i g h t  in 

te n t io n  (1) . H e n c e ,  in  t h e  m o r a l  o r d e r ,  a  m a n  w h o  sin s  v o lu n 

ta r i l y  is im p r u d e n t ;  b u t ,  in  a r t ,  a  m a n  w h o  s in s  v olu n ta r i l y  is 

n o t  a n  e v i l  a r t i s t .

940.—  A rt a n d  m o r a l i ty .—  1° A c c o rd in g  to  so m e  w r i te rs , 

a n  a r t i s t ,  b e c a u s e  o f t h e  s u p e r io r i t y  o f  h is  a r t ,  is i n d e p e n d e n t  

o f th e  m o ra l  la w  in  th e  u se  o f  h is  a r t .

(1) J o a n n e s  a  S a n c t o  T h o m a ,  C u r s u s  T h e o l . , t . V I, p p . 4 6 9 -4 7 1  (V iv ès)
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A c c o rd in g  to  o th e rs ,  a r t  in  i ts e l f  is s u b je c t  t o  the  m o ra l  

v i r tu e s .

2 °  T h e  s o lu t io n  to  th e  p ro b le m  is s e t  f o r th  in  t h e  p ro p o s i 

t i o n s  w h ic h  fo llo w .

a) A r t  in  i tse lf  is independen t o f m o ra li ty .— M o ra l  v i r t u e  is 

n o t  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f a  w o rk  o f a r t .  H e n c e  a r t  

in  i ts e l f  is  in d e p e n d e n t  o f m o r a l i ty .

A n teceden t.—  T h e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  a  w o rk  o f a r t  d o e s n o t  

r e q u i r e  r e c t i t u d e  o f w i l l :  a  g r e a t  s in n e r  m a y  b e  a n a c c o m p l is h e d  

a r t i s t .

b) The use o f  art is  regulated by the m ora l la w .—  T h e  u se  

of a r t ,  i .e .,  t h e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  a  p o w e r  to  o p e r a t io n ,  is a n  a c t  

w h ic h  p ro c e e d s  f r o m  th e  w i l l , a n d  th e r e f o r e  i t  is  a f r e e  a c t  

w h ic h  m u s t  b e  r e g u la te d  b y  t h e  m o ra l  law .

N o t e .—  T h e  s u b o r d in a t io n  o f a r t ,  a s  re g a r d s  i t s  u se , to  

th e  m o r a l  la w  is b in d in g  o n  t h e  a r t i s t  w h o  p ro d u c e s a  w o rk  o f 

a r t ,  a n d  a lso  o n  h im  w h o  c o n te m p la te s  o r  u ses  i t .  He n c e  a n  

a r t i s t  m u s t  e x e rc ise  p r u d e n c e  in  t h e  u se  o f h is  a r t,  a n d  h e n c e  

m a y  n o t  p ro d u c e  w o rk s  o f  a r t  w h ic h  a re  o c c a s io n s  o f s in .

F o r  th e  sa m e  re a so n , t h e  a r t i s t  m a y  n o t  p la c e  h is  ul t im a te  

e n d  in  h is  a r t .

941.—  In te g r a n t  p a r ts o f p ru d en ce .—  T h e  in te g r a n t  

p a r t s  o f p ru d e n c e  a re  th o s e  q u a l i t i e s  o f m in d  w h ic h c o n c u r  in  

t h e  p r o d u c t io n  o f a  p e r fe c t  a c t  o f p ru d e n c e . T h e  inte g r a n t  

p a r t s  o f p ru d e n c e  a r e  e ig h t  in  n u m b e r .  F iv e  o f th e se ,  n a m e ly ,  

m em o ry , reason ing , understand ing , doc ility , a n d  persona l saga

c ity , b e lo n g  to  p ru d e n c e  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is  c o g n i t i v e ;  a n d  th r e e ,  

n a m e ly , fo res igh t, c ircum spec tion , a n d  caution , b e lo n g  to  p r u 

d e n c e  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is  p r e c e p t iv e ,  i .e . ,  a s  i t  ap p l ie s  k n o w le d g e  

t o  a c t i o n ^ ) .

a) M e m o r y  is d e f in e d : the rem em brance o f past events. 

M e m o r y  is  a  p a r t  o f p ru d e n c e , b e c a u se  p r u d e n c e  is  co n c e rn e d  

w i th  c o n t in g e n t  o p e ra b le s , in  w h ic h  m a n  m u s t  b e  d i re c te d  in  1

(1) I I - I I ,  q . 4 8 , a u n icu s.
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a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  w h a t  h a p p e n s  in  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f c a se s . B u t  

e x p e r ie n c e , w h ic h  is  r e q u i r e d  f o r  k n o w le d g e  o f  w h a t h a p p e n s  

in  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f c a se s , is  c o n s t i t u te d  f r o m  th e  re m e m b r a n c e  

o f  p a s t  e v e n ts  (1).

b) R e a s o n in g  is  a n  act o f  know ledge in  v ir tue  o f w hich a 

m a n  uses h is  knowledge o f certa in  th ings , in  order to know  and 

ju d ge  oiucr th ings. T h e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  re a s o n in g  in  p r u d e n c e  is 

e v id e n t ,  f o r  p r u d e n c e  ta k e s  c o u n se l , a n d  th e r e f o r e  p a ss e s  f r o m  

k n o w le d g e  o f c e r ta in  th in g s  to  k n o w le d g e  o f o th e r  th in g s .

c) U n d e r s ta n d in g ,  a s  a  p a r t  o f m e m o ry ,  is n o t  a  fa c ul ty »  

n o r  a  h a b i t  o f  s p e c u la t i v e  f i r s t  p r in c ip le s ,  b u t  a  r igh t app rec i

a tion  o f  a pa r ticu la r  e n d f1 2).

U n d e r s ta n d in g ,  in  th is  se n se , is  a  p a r t  o f p ru d e n c e, b e 

c a u se  p r u d e n c e  is te r m in a te d  in  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e ra b les . H e n c e  

b y  re a so n in g  i t  p r o c e e d s  n o t  o n ly  f r o m  a  u n iv e r s a l  p r in c ip le  

(u n iv e rs a l  m a jo r ) ,  b u t  a lso  f r o m  a  s in g u la r  p r in c iple  (s in g u la r  

m in o r ) ,  b y  w h ic h  a  u n iv e r s a l  p r in c ip le  is  a p p l ie d  to  a  s in g u la r  

c o n c lu s io n .

B u t  th e  p r in c ip le  in  a c t io n  is  t h e  e n d .  H e n c e  a  r i gh t  

a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e n d ,  i .e ., un derstand ing , is  r e q u i r e d  

f o r  a n  a c t  o f  p r u d e n c e .

d) D o c i l i t y  is a n  ap titude  fo r  the reception o f d isc ip line , 

i .e . ,  a n  a p t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  c o u n se l , w arn in g , a n d  

su g g e s t io n  f r o m  a n o th e r .  D o c i l i t y  is  a  p a r t  o f p ru de n c e , fo r  

p r u d e n c e  is  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e ra b le s ,  w hic h  a r e  o f 

a lm o s t  in f i n i te  d iv e rs i ty .  H e n c e , in  m a t t e r s  o f p rud e n c e , m a n  

n e e d s  t o  b e  t a u g h t  b y  o th e rs ,  e sp e c ia l l y  b y  t h e  o ld, w h o  h a v e  

a  sa n e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h e  e n d s  o f  o p e ra b le s  o r  p ra c t i c a l  

m a t t e r s ( 3).

e) P e rs o n a l  s a g a c i ty  (s h re w d n e s s )  is  fa c i l i ty  and  p ro m p t

ness in  f in d in g  su itab le m eans. H e n c e , j u s t  a s  d o c i l i t y  c o n 

s is ts  in  a  m a n ’s b e in g  w ell d is p o se d  t o  a c q u i r e  a  ri g h t  o p in io n  

f r o m  a n o th e r ,  so  p e rs o n a l  s a g a c i ty  c o n s is ts  in  a  m an ’s b e in g  w e ll 

d is p o se d  t o  a c q u ir e  a  r i g h t  a p p r e c ia t io n  b y  h im s e lf (4).

( 1 )  I I - I I ,  q .  4 9 ,  a .  1 .

(2) I b i d e m , a . 2 , a d  1.
(3 ) I b i d e m , a . 3 .
(4 ) I b i d e m , a  4 .
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/ )  F o r e s ig h t  is t h e  r igh t d irection o f m ea ns to an  end. 

I t  is t h e  p r in c ip a l  i n t e g r a n t  p a r t  o f p ru d e n c e , f o r a l l  e lse  r e 

q u i re d  fo r  p r u d e n c e  is n e c e s sa ry  in  o rd e r  t h a t  so m e p a r t i c u la r  

th in g  m a y  b e  r ig h t l y  d i r e c te d  to  a n  e n d ( 1).

g) C ir c u m s p e c t io n  is t h e  r igh t considera tion  o f  c ircu m stan 

ces in  whatever is  d irected to an  end. C i r c u m s p e c t io n  is n e c e s 

s a r y  b e c a u s e  i t  h a p p e n s  in  t h e  c a se  o f  s in g u la r  o p era b le s ,  w h ic h  

c o n ta in  m a n y  c o m b in a t io n s  o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s , t h a t  a  t h in g  

w h ic h  is g o o d  in  i ts e l f  a n d  c o n fo rm e d  to  th e  e n d  m ay ,  b e c a u s e  

o f  c e r ta in  c i r c u m s ta n c e s , b e c o m e  e v i l ,  o r  u n s u i ta b le  f o r  th e  

e n d ( 1 2).

h) C a u t io n  is  a d ispo sit ion  by w hich are avoided ex tr in s ic 

exped ien ts w hich can im pede good or render an  act evil.

T o  p u rs u e  g o o d  a n d  t o  a v o id  th e  o p p o s i te  e v i l  a p p e rta i n  

t o  t h e  sa m e  a c t ;  b u t  th e  a v o id a n c e  of e x tr in s ic  im pe d im e n ts  

p e r ta in s  to  a n o th e r  a c t ,  a n d  h e n c e  c a u t io n  is  s a id  to  b e  c o n c e rn e d  

w ith  e x tr in s ic  im p e d im e n ts  (3).

942. S u b jec t iv e  p a r ts of p ru d en ce .—  1 ° T h e  s u b je c t iv e  

p a r t s  o f p ru d e n c e  a re  t h e  d i f f e re n t sp ec ie s  o f t h is v i r t u e .

2 °  P r u d e n c e  is f i r s t  d iv id e d  in to  persona l p rudence (p ru 

den tia  com m un iter  d ic ta) a n d  po litica l p rudence in  a  g e n e r ic  

sen se  (p ru den tia  reg itiva  m u lt i tu d in is) .

P ersonal p rudence is  prudence by w hich a person ru les h im 

se lf  in  rela tion  to h is  ow n good ( 4).

P o li tic a l p rudence in  the generic sense is  prudence by w hich 

a person ru les or is  ru led  in  rela tion  to the com m on good.

3 °  P o l i t i c a l  p r u d e n c e  in  th e  g e n e r ic  se n se  is  d iv ide d  in to  

econom ic prudence, governm enta l p rudence, p o lit ica l p rudence 

in  a spec ific  sense, a n d  m il i ta r y  prudence.

E c o n o m ic  p r u d e n c e  is  prudence by w h ich the hom e or fa m i ly 

is  ru led.

(1 ) Ib id e m , a 6, ad  1.
(2 ) Ib id e m , a . 7.
(3) Ib id e m , a . 8 , a d  2.
(4) I I - I I ,  q . 4 8 , a . u n ic u s, c .,  a n d  q . 50 , a . 2 , ad  3.
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G o v e r n m e n ta l  p r u d e n c e  is  'prudence by w hich the ru ler 

governs c iv il society.

P o l i t i c a l  p r u d e n c e  in  a  sp e c if ic  se n se  is  prudence by w hich 

subjects ru le  them selves by obedience to the ir  ru lers in  an y th in g 

related to the com m on good.

M i l i ta r y  p r u d e n c e  is  p rudence by w hich m il i ta r y  m atte rs 

are directed to the p ro tection o f the entire com m on goodÇ1).

943,—  P o te n t ia l  p a r ts o f p r u d en ce .—  1° T h e  p o te n t i a l  

p a r t s  o f p r u d e n c e  a re  a n n e x e d  v i r t u e s  r e la te d  to  c er ta in  s e c o n d 

a r y  a c ts  o r  m a t te r s  w h ic h  h a v e  n o t  th e  w h o le  p o w e r  o f  p r u 

d e n c e , i .e ., in  w h ic h  a re  n o t  r e a l i z e d  t h e  c o m p le te e sse n c e  o f  

p ru d e n c e .

2 °  T h e  p r in c ip a l  a c t  o f p r u d e n c e  is  t h e  a c t  o f c o m ma n d . 

I t s  s e c o n d a ry  a c ts  a re  th e  a c ts  o f  t a k in g  c o u n se l  an d  o f  ju d g in g . 

H e n c e  th e  p o te n t ia l  p a r t s  o f p r u d e n c e  a re  c o n c e rn e d w ith  

c o u n se l  a n d  ju d g m e n t .

T h e  v i r t u e  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  c o u n se l  is  eubulia ; a n d  t h e  

v i r tu e s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  ju d g m e n t  a r e  syne sis a n d  gnom e.

3 ° a ) E u b u lia is  t h e  v i r t u e  w h o se  o b je c t  is  good counsel.

b) S y n e s is  is t h e  v irtue  w h ich enables a  m a n  to ju d g e  well 

concern ing th ings to be done according to o rd ina ry  law s.

c) G n o m e  is  t h e  v irtue  w hich enables a  m a n  to jud ge  well 

concerning th ings to be done to w hich the o rd in a ry  law s o f h u m a n 

activ ity  are not app licab le; v .g ., w h e n  a  m a n ,  in  o r d e r  t o  s a fe 

g u a r d  ju s t ic e ,  m u s t  p e r fo rm  a n  a c t io n  t o  w h ic h  t h e  w o rd s  o f 

t h e  la w  d o  n o t  a p p ly .

4 °  E u b u l ia ,  s y n e s is , a n d  g n o m e  a r e  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  p ru d e n c e , 

f o r  t h e  p r o p e r  a c t  o f p ru d e n c e  is  t h e  a c t  o f c o m m a nd , w h e re a s  

t h e  p r o p e r  a c t  o f e u b u l ia  is  t h e  a c t  o f t a k in g  c o u nse l , a n d  th e  

p r o p e r  a c t  o f s y n e s is  a n d  g n o m e  is  t h e  a c t  o f j u d g me n t .

E u b u l ia  a n d  sy n e s is  a re  d i s t i n c t  v i r t u e s ,  f o r  t h e y  a r e  d e s 

t i n e d  fo r  d i s t i n c t  a c ts .

(1) I I - I I , q. 5 0 , a . 4 , ad  2 .
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S y n e s is  a n d  g n o m e  a re  d is t in c t  f r o m  e a c h  o th e r ,  b e ca u se  

ju d g m e n t  b e y o n d  th e  o r d in a r y  ru le s  of a c t in g ,  w h ic h is th e  

p ro p e r  a c t  o f g n o m e , o f fe rs  sp e c ia l  d if f ic u l t ie s  n ot  e n c o u n te r e d  

in  ju d g m e n t  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  o r d in a r y  ru le s  o f a c t io n ,  w h ic h  

is t h e  p ro p e r  a c t  o f s y n es is . G n o m e  is  t o  s y n e s is  as  w isd o m  

is to  sc ie n c e  (1).

944.— V ices op p osed  to  p ru d en ce by  d e f ic ien cy . —  1°
I m p r u d e n c e  is  th e  v ic e  o p p o se d  t o  p ru d e n c e  b y  d e f icie n c y .

I m p r u d e n c e  m a y  b e  u n d e r s to o d  in  th » e e  w a y s :

a) negatively , a s  s ig n i fy in g  so le ly  th e  la c k  o f p ru d e n c e ;  

a n d , u n d e r  th is  a s p e c t ,  i t  is p o ss ib le  fo r  i t  n o t  to  b e  a  p r in c ip le  

o f s in ;  v .g .,  t h e  im p r u d e n c e  of c h i ld re n .

b) p r iva te ly , a s  s ig n i fy in g  t h e  la c k  o f t h a t  p ru d e n c e  w h ic h  

a  m a n  s h o u ld  p o sse ss . U n d e r  th is  a s p e c t ,  i t  h a s  a  sh a r e  in  a ll  

v ic es , f o r  j u s t  a s  p ru d e n c e , w h ic h  d i r e c ts  t h e  a c ts o f a l l  t h e  v i r 

tu e s ,  is f o u n d  b y  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  a l l  t h e  v i r t u e s  a n d  in  a ll 

a c ts  o f t h e  v i r tu e s ,  so  im p r u d e n c e  is f o u n d  b y  p a r ti c ip a t io n  in  

a ll  v ic e s  a n d  s in s  ;

c) con tra r ily , in  so  f a r  a s  re a so n  m o v e s  a n d  a c ts  d i r e c t ly  

c o n t r a r y  t o  p ru d e n c e , b y  s p u r n in g  a n d  re fu s in g  c o u nse l  o r  

d iv in e  p r e s c r ip t io n ;  a n d , u n d e r  th is  a s p e c t ,  im p r u de n c e  is a  

sp e c ia l  v ic e  a n d  s in .

2 °  U n d e r  im p ru d e n c e , a s  c o n t r a r i l y  o p p o s e d  t o  p ru d en c e , 

a re  in c lu d e d  p rec ip ita tion , thoughtlessness (w a n t o f  considera

tion ), in c onstancy , a n d  neg ligence^).

a) P r e c ip i ta t i o n  is t h e  v ic e  o p p o s e d  to  e u b u l ia .  P r e c ip 

i t a t i o n  c a u se s  a  p e rs o n  t o  o m i t  a c ts  re q u i r e d  f o r  th e  ta k i n g  o f 

c o u n se l , as  re m e m b r a n c e  o f t h e  p a s t ,  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f t h e  

p r e s e n t ,  sh re w d n e ss  in  c o n s id e r in g  f u tu r e  e v e n ts ,  re a s o n in g  

w h ic h  c o m p a re s  o n e  t h in g  w ith  a n o th e r ,  d o c i l i t y  in  a c c e p t in g  

th e  o p in io n  o f o th e r s  (1 2 3).

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 5 1 , a a . 1-4.
(2 ) I I - I I ,  q . 5 3 , aa . 1-2.
(3 )  I I - I I ,  q . 5 3 , a . 3 .
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b) T h o u g h t le s s n e s s  ( la c k  o f c o n s id e ra t io n )  is the vice w hich 

causes a person to fa i l  to judge r igh tly , because of contem pt or 

negligence o f those th ings on w h ich a r igh t ju dg m ent depends (x).

c) I n c o n s ta n c y  is t h e  vice w h ich causes reason to f a i l  in 

com m and ing  w hat has been counseled and judged. H e n c e , j u s t  

a s  p r e c ip i ta t io n  r e s u l ts  f r o m  a  d e fe c t  in  th e  a c t  of c o u n se l , a n d  

th o u g h t le s s n e s s  f r o m  a  d e fe c t  in  th e  a c t  o f ju d g m e nt ,  so in c o n 

s ta n c y  a r ise s  f r o m  a  d e fe c t  in  th e  a c t  o f c o m m a n d .

I n c o n s ta n c y  im p l ie s  t h e  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f a  g o o d  p u rp os e . 

T h e  o r ig in  o f t h is  a b a n d o n m e n t  is f o u n d  in  th e  a p p et i t e ,  fo r  

i t  is  o n ly  b e c a u se  o f s o m e th in g  w h ic h  g iv e s  h im  in or d in a te  

p le a s u re  t h a t  a  p e rs o n  a b a n d o n s  h is  g o o d  p u rp o s e ;  th is  a b a n 

d o n m e n t ,  n e v e r th e le s s , is  c o m p le te d  o n ly  b e c a u s e  o f a  d e fe c t  

o f  re a so n , w h ic h  is d e c e iv e d  in  as  m u c h  a t  i t  r e p u dia te s  w h a t  

e a r l ie r  i t  h a d  r ig h t l y  a c c e p te d . T h e re fo re  in c o n s tan c y  is 

o p p o s e d  to  p ru d e n c e , w h ic h  is a n  in te l le c tu a l  v i r t ue ( 2).

L u s t  is th e  c h ie f  so u rc e  o f th o u g h t le s s n e s s  a n d  in co n s ta n c y , 

f o r  t h e  p e r f e c t io n  o f p ru d e n c e ,  l ik e  th e  p e r fe c t io n of e v e r y  in 

te l le c tu a l  v i r t u e ,  c o n s is ts  in  w i th d r a w a l  f r o m  se n sib le  o b je c ts ;  

m o re o v e r ,  p le a s u re ,  a n d  e s p e c ia l l y  v e n e r e a l  p le a s u re , w h o l ly  

e n g ro sse s  th e  m in d  a n d  d ra w s  i t  t o  p le a s u re s  o f t h e sen ses , 

a n d  th e re fo re  is  m o s t  r u in o u s  o f  t h e  e s t im a te  p r o p er  to  p r u 

d e n c e  (s).

d) N e g l ig e n c e  h a s  tw o  m e a n in g s .

F irst, i t  is u s e d  in  a  g e n e ra l  w a y  t o  s ig n i fy  th e  o m iss ion  

o f  a n y  d u e  a c t ,  a n d  t h u s  is n o t  in  a  sp e c ia l  w a y  o pp o se d  to  

t h e  v i r tu e  o f p ru d e n c e , b u t  to  th e  v i r t u e  re q u i r in g t h e  p e r 

f o r m in g  o f t h e  a c t ;  v .g ., n e g l ig e n c e  in  m a k in g  r e s ti t u t i o n  is 

o p p o s e d  to  th e  v i r tu e  o f ju s t ic e .

Second ly, i t  s ig n if ie s  t h e  l a c k  o f t h e  c a r e  r e q u i re d  in  a n  

i n te r n a l  a c t  o f t h e  in te l le c t  to  a ro u s e  a n d  d i r e c t  t h e  w il l in  th e  

e x e c u t io n  o f a  g o o d  w o rk  d e m a n d e d  b y  c o u n se l  a n d  jud g m e n t ,  

a n d  t h u s  i t  is o p p o se d  in  a  s p e c ia l  w a y  to  th e  v i r tu e  o f p r u 

d e n c e . 1 2 3

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 5 3 , a . 4.
(2) I I - I I ,  q . 5 3 , a. 5.
(3) I I - I I ,  q . 5 3 , a . 6.
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N e g l ig e n c e  d i f fe rs  f r o m  in c o n s ta n c y :  t h e  in c o n s ta n t 

p e rs o n , a s  if  p r e v e n te d  b y  s o m e th in g ,  fa i ls  in  t h e  a c t  o f  c o m 

m a n d ,  w h e re a s  th e  n e g l ig e n t p e rs o n  fa i ls  b e c a u s e  o f t h e  d e f i 

c ie n c y  o f h is  w ill.

I n  l ik e  m a n n e r ,  n e g l ig e n c e  is  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  o m is s ion , la z i 

n e ss , a n d  to r p o r .

N e g l ig e n c e , a s  w e  s a id , c o n s is ts  in  a  d e f ic ie n c y  o f t h e  i n 

te r n a l  a c t  o f t h e  w il l  w h ic h  fa i ls  to  c o m m a n d  w h a t  i t  o u g h t  t o  

c o m m a n d , o r  in  th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  i t  o u g h t  t o  c o m ma n d ;  

o m iss io n  c o n c e rn s  th e  e x te r n a l  a c t ;  la z in e s s  a n d  t or p o r  c o n c e rn  

t h e  e x e c u t io n  o f t h e  a c t :  la z in e s s  h a s  re fe re n c e  t o s lo w n e ss  in  

u n d e r ta k in g  th e  e x e c u t io n  o f t h e  a c t ,  a n d  t o r p o r  to a  c e r ta in  

re m issn e s s  in  t h e  e x e c u t io n  i ts e l f  (*).

945.—  V ices op p osed  to  p ru d en ce  b y  ex cess.—  1° T h e

fo llo w in g  a re  th e  v ic e s  o p p o s e d  to  p ru d e n c e  b y  e x c ess : 'pru

dence o f the fle sh , astu teness, guile, f r a u d , a n d  excessive so lic itude 

concern ing tem po ra l goods and the fu tu re .

2 ° a) P r u d e n c e  o f t h e  f le sh  is  the vice w h ich  m oves a person 

to use unsu itab le  m eans to perfo rm  w o rks o f the flesh ; i t  is a  s in  : 

m o r ta l ,  if  w o rk s  o f t h e  f lesh  a re  m a d e  o n e ’s u l t im ate  e n d ;  v e n ia l ,  

i f  th e r e  is in o r d in a te  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  w o rk s  o f  t h e  fle sh , b u t  

w i th o u t  t h e i r  b e in g  m a d e  o n e ’s  u l t im a te  e n d .

b) A s tu te n e s s  is  the vice w hich inc lin es a  person to use 

fe ig ne d  and appa ren tly  true  m eans to a tta in  an  end, good or evil.

c) G u i le  a n d  f r a u d  a re  v ic es  w h ic h  a r e  d e s t in e d  f o r  the 

execution  o f astu teness. G u i le  h a s  re c o u rs e  t o  deeds, w h e re a s  

f r a u d  d e p e n d s  c h ie f ly  o n  w ords, in  t h e  e x e c u t io n  o f a s tu te n e s s .

d) E x c e ss iv e  s o l i c i tu d e  c o n c e rn in g  te m p o r a l  g o o d s  a n d 

t h e  f u tu r e  is u n la w fu l concern fo r  tem po ra l goods and  the fu tu r e .

S o l i c i tu d e  c o n c e rn in g  te m p o r a l  g o o d s  a n d  t h e  f u tu r e m a y  

b e  u n la w fu l  in  th r e e  w a y s :

f i r s t , i f  te m p o r a l  th in g s  a r e  s o u g h t  a s  e n d s  in  p re fe re n ce  t o  

s p i r i tu a l  g o o d s ; 1

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 5 4 , a a . 1-3.
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secondly, if to o  m u c h  e f f o r t  is  u s e d  t o  a c q u i r e  o r  p re s e rv e  

th e m ;

th ird ly , if  a  p e rs o n  h a s  f e a r  a n d  a n x ie t y  t h a t  th e  f u l f i lm en t 

o f  h is  d u t ie s  w ill r e s u l t  in  h is  n o t  h a v in g  w h a t  is n e c e s s a ry  f o r  

h is  n e ed s .

A  c e r ta in  s o l i c i tu d e  c o n c e rn in g  te m p o r a l  g o o d s  a n d  th e  

f u tu r e  is p e rm is s ib le ;  o n ly  e x c e ss iv e  s o l i c i tu d e  is c o n d e m n a b le .

3 °  A v a r ic e  (c o v e to u sn e s s )  is  t h e  c h ie f  so u rc e  o f p ru d e n c e  

o f t h e  f le sh , g u ile , f r a u d ,  a n d  e x ce ss iv e  s o l ic i tu de  c o n c e rn in g  

te m p o r a l  g o o d s , b e c a u s e  in  th e s e  v ic e s  th e r e  is  so me  u se  o f  

re a s o n , a lb e i t  in o r d in a te .  B u t ,  a m o n g  a l l  t h e  v i r tue s ,  th e  

r i g h t  u se  o f  r e a s o n  a p p e a r s  c h ie f ly  in  ju s t ic e ,  w h ic h  is  in  th e  

r a t io n a l  a p p e t i te .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  in o r d in a te  u se  o f re a s o n  

a p p e a r s  c h ie f ly  in  th e  v ic es  o p p o s e d  to  ju s t ic e .  S in c e  a v a r ic e  

is  th e  v ic e  m o s t  o p p o s e d  to  ju s t i c e ,  i t  is  c h ie f ly  in  a v a r ic e  t h a t  

t h e  fo re g o in g  v ic es  o r ig in a te  f1).

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. D e f in e  p ru d en ce , n a m e its  a c ts ,  a n d  p ro v e  t h a t  th e  a c t  o f  co m m a n d  is 
i t s  p r in c ip a l  a c t .

2 . D is t in g u is h  b e tw e en : to  a c t  a n d  t o  d o ; p ru d e n ce , sy n d e re s is ,  a n d  th e 
m o ra l v ir tu es ; p ru d e n c e  a n d  a r t  in  r e la t io n  t o  th e ir  fo rm ; p e rso n a l sa g a c i ty 
a n d  c ir c u m sp ec t io n  ; eu b u l ia , sy n es is ,  a n d  g n o m e; neg l ig e n c e  an d  in co n 
s ta n c y ;  a stu te n e ss, g u ile , a n d  frau d .

3 . D o  p ru d en ce  a n d  a r t  p resu p p o se  r e c t it u d e  o f  d es ire  ? E x p la in .

4 . Is  a r t  in  a n y  w a y  d ep en d e n t  o n  th e  m o ra l la w  ? Ex p la in .

5 . N a m e  th e  in te g r a n t  p a r ts  o f p r u d e n c e .

6 .  U n d er  w h a t a sp e c t  is im p r u d en ce  a  sp ec ia l v ic e ?

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 5 5 , a a . 1-8.
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R I G H T

946.—  R ig h t  i s  th e  o b je c t  o f j u s t ic e .—  A c c o rd in g  t o  

i ts  n o m in a l  d e f in i t io n ,  r i g h t  s ig n if ie s  t h a t  w h ic h  is  j u s t .  T h a t  

w h ic h  is j u s t ,  a s  th e  te r m  im p l ie s , s ig n if ie s  a  c e rta in  e q u a l i t y ;  

a n d  e q u a l i t y  h a s  re fe re n c e  to  a n o th e r .  O f a ll t h e  mo ra l  v i r t u e s ,  

i t  is ju s t ic e  w h ic h  p ro p e r ly  d ir e c ts  m a n  in  h is  r e la t io n s  w i th  

o th e rs .  W h a t  is  r i g h t  in  th e  w o rk s  o f t h e  o th e r  v i rt u e s  d e 

p e n d s  o n  i t s  r e la t io n  t o  t h e  a g e n t  o n ly , a s , v .g .,  in  te m p e r a n c e .  

T h e re fo re  ju s t ic e  h a s  i ts  o w n  sp e c ia l  o b je c t ,  a n d  th i s  o b je c t  is  

c a l le d  th e  ju s t ,  w h ic h  is th e  sa m e  a s  r ig h t( l ).

9 4 7 . — - M ea n in g s o f r ig h t .—  1° I n  i t s  p r im a r y  m e a n in g ,  

r ig h t  s ig n if ie s  th e  j u s t ,  i .e ., a  j u s t  th in g .  R ig h t,  a s  s ig n i f y in g  

a  j u s t  th in g ,  is objective r ight.

2 °  I n  a  s e c o n d a ry  m e a n in g , r i g h t  s ig n if ie s  t h e  la w fu l  

p o w e r  o f d o in g , o m i t t in g ,  a c q u ir in g , p o sse ss in g , o r a l ie n a t in g  

s o m e th in g .  I n  th is  m e a n in g ,  r i g h t  is  subjective r igh t, i .e ., r i g h t  

a s a  p ow er.

3 °  I n  d e r iv e d  m e a n in g s ,  r i g h t  s ig n if ie s  th e  a r t  b y  w h ic h  

w e  k n o w  w h a t  is j u s t  —  t h e  s tu d y  o f  la w ; t h e  p la c e  w h e re  

ju s t ic e  is a d m in is te r e d ,  a s  w h e n  a  m a n  is sa id  to  ap p e a r  in  ju re ; 

a n d  th e  p a ss in g  o f le g a l s e n te n c e  —  to  a d m in is te r  ju s t i c e ( 1 2).

9 4 8 . —  N o t io n  o f o b jec t ive  r ig h t .—  O b je c t i v e  r i g h t  is  

t h a t  w h ic h  is d u e  to  a n o th e r .  T h a t  w h ic h  is  d u e  t o  a n o th e r

(1 ) .1 1 -1 1,  q . 5 7 , a . 1.
(2 ) T h e  seco n d  an d  th i id  o f  th e  d e r iv ed  m ea n in g s a re sc a r c e ly  in te l l i 

g ib le  in  E n g l is h  tr a n s la t io n . W e sp ea k , fo r  ex a m p le, o f  a  m a n ’s a p p e a r in g 
in  co u rt , a n d  o f a b a rr is te r  a t  la w ; b u t  w e d o  n o t  sp ea k  o f a  m a n ’s a p p e a r in g 
i n j u r e . —  T r a n s l a t o r ’s  n o te .
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m a k e s  fo r  h im  a  c e r ta in  a d ju s t m e n t  in  c o n fo rm i ty  w ith  la w , 

w h ic h  is t h e  ru le  o f h u m a n  a c ts .

H e n c e  w e c a n  k n o w  th e  e le m e n ts  o f o b je c t iv e  r ig h t .

R ig h t  h a s  re fe re n c e  to  a n o th e r ,  a n d  h e n c e  i t  p u ts  tw o  o r  

m o re  p e rso n s  in  r e la t io n  to  e a c h  o th e r .

B u t ,  s in c e  p e rso n s  c o m m u n ic a te  w i th  o n e  a n o th e r  b y  m e a n s  

o f e x te r n a l  o p e ra t io n s  a n d  th in g s ,  r i g h t  im p l ie s  - th e  e x is te n c e  

o f a n  in te r m e d ia r y  b e tw e e n  p e rs o n s . T h is  i n te r m e d iar y  is 

th e  j u s t  th in g ,  i .e .,  e x te r n a l  o p e r a t io n  o r  t h e  t h in g  w i th  w h ic h  

e x te r n a l  o p e ra t io n  is c o n c e rn e d .

T h is  e x te r n a l  o p e r a t io n  o r  th in g  h a s  re fe re n c e , i.e.,  is d u e , 

to  a n o th e r ,  b e c a u s e  i t  im p l ie s  t h e  m a k in g  o f  a  c e r ta in  a d j u s t 

m e n t  f o r  h im .

H e n c e  th e r e  a re  th r e e  e le m e n ts  in  o b je c t iv e  r i g h t :

a) a n  e x te r n a l  o p e r a t io n  o r  th in g ,  o r  r a t h e r  tw o  e x ter n a l  

th in g s ;  v .g . , se rv ic e  re n d e re d  a n d  t h e  re c o m p e n s e  of  d u e  r e 

w a rd ;

b) a  r e la t io n  o f e q u a l i t y  b e tw e e n  th e s e  tw o  th in g s ,  a n d  

c o n s e q u e n t ly  a  re la t io n  o f e q u a l i t y  b e tw e e n  tw o  p e rs o n s ;

c) a  re la t io n  o f n e c e s s i ty  o r  d u e , in  v i r t u e  o f w h ic h  another 

m a y  c la im  a  th in g  a s  h is  o w n .

T h e  j u s t  t h in g  is o b je c t iv e  r i g h t  in  i t s  m a te r ia l  as p e c t ;  

a n d  t h e  re la t io n  o f e q u a l i t y  is  t h e  f o r m a l c o n s t i t ue n t  o f o b 

je c t iv e  r ig h t .  T h e  r e la t io n  o f n e c e s s i ty  o r  d u e  is a  c o n se q u e n c e  

o f th e  r e la t io n  o f e q u a l i t y ,  f o r  a  p e rs o n  m a y  c la im a  t h i n g  as  

h is  o w n  b e c a u s e  i t  is d u e  to  h im  b y  la w .

H e n c e  o b je c t iv e  r i g h t  m a y  b e  d e f in e d : tha t w h ich  is  ad

ju s te d  and  due to another.

949.—  N o t io n  o f su b je c t iv e  r ig h t .—  S u b je c t iv e  r i g h t  

m a y  b e  d e f in e d : the la w fu l and  inv io lab le pow er o f do ing, o m it

ting , acqu ir ing , possessing , or a liena ting  som eth ing.

a) L a w fu l power, i .e .,  a  p o w e r  c o n fo rm e d  to  la w . T h e r e 

fo re  s u b je c t iv e  r i g h t  is  a  m o ra l  p o w e r , n o t  a  m e re  p h y s ic a l  

p o w e r .
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b) Inv io lab le : s u b je c t iv e  r i g h t  im p o se s  o n  a n o th e r  th e  

o b l ig a t io n  o f a v o id in g  in ju r y ,  i .e .,  o f  n o t  im p e d ing  th e  p o w e r  

o f a c t in g  o r  o f  n o t  a c t in g .

c) O f do ing . . . som eth ing: th e s e  w o rd s  d e te r m in e  th e  

th r e e f o ld  o b je c t  o f s u b je c t iv e  r ig h t ,  n a m e ly ,  o n e ’s o w n  a c t io n ,  

th e  a c t io n  o f a n o th e r ,  a n d  e x te r n a l  th in g s .

950.—  R ela t io n  b e tw een  o b jec t ive  r igh t  a n d  su b je c 
t iv e  r ig h t . — 1° S o m e  S c h o la s t ic s , as  S u a re z  a n d  B i l lu a r t ,  c la im 

t h a t  s u b je c t iv e  r i g h t  is r i g h t  in  th e  s t r i c t  sen se , t h a t  o b je c t iv e  

is d e p e n d e n t  o n  i t ,  a n d  h e n c e  t h a t  s u b je c t iv e  r i g h t is  t h e  f o u n d a 

t io n  o f  o b je c t iv e  r ig h t .  F o r ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e m ,  a  j u s t  t h in g  

is d u e  to  a n o th e r  p r im a r i l y  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  t h e  in v io la b le  p o w e r  

o f d e m a n d in g  i t .  M o re o v e r ,  s in c e  t h e y  c o n c e iv e  s u b je c t iv e  

r i g h t  a s  a n  in v io la b le  p o w e r , t h e y  a d d  t h a t  t o  th is s u b je c t iv e  

r i g h t  c o r r e sp o n d s  a  d u t y  in  a n o th e r  o f  n o t  v io la t ing  i t .

T h is  te a c h in g ,  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  a d o p te d  b y  m o d e rn s ,  es 

p e c ia l l y  b y  ju r i s ts ,  is  u n te n a b le ,  a n d  c o n t r a r y  t o  th e  p r in c ip le s  

b e q u e a th e d  to  u s  b y  A r is to t le  a n d  S t. T h o m a s .

2 °  R ig h t ,  in  th e  s t r i c t  a n d  f o rm a l m e a n in g  o f t h e  te r m ,  

is  o b je c t iv e  r ig h t .  T h e  m o r a l  p o w e r  is  c a l le d  r i g h t o n ly  as  

i t  is c o n c e rn e d  w i th  o b je c t iv e  r ig h t ,  i .e . ,  w i th  a  j u s t  th in g .  A  

p e rs o n  h a s  th is  p o w e r , i .e ., s u b je c t iv e  r i g h t ,  o n ly b e c a u s e  f i r s t  

t h e  th in g  is d u e  to  h im  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  la w , i .e.,  o n ly  b e 

c a u s e  o b je c t iv e  r i g h t  f i r s t  e x is ts . H e n c e  th is  in v io la b le  p o w e r  

is  c a l le d  r i g h t  o n ly  b y  ex tr ins ic  deno m ina tion , i .e .,  o n ly  b y  

ana logy  o f a ttr ibu tion .

3 °  I f  o b je c t iv e  r i g h t  is u n d e r s to o d  a s  r i g h t  in  t h e s t r i c t  

sen se , i t  fo l lo w s  t h a t  s u b je c t iv e  r ig h t ,  i .e ., r i g ht  as  a  p o w e r , is 

m e a s u re d  b y  th e  j u s t  th in g ,  a c c o rd in g  to  c o n f o r m i t y to  la w . 

M o re o v e r ,  s in c e  la w  is a n  o rd in a n c e  f o r  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d , i t  

fo l lo w s  t h a t  th e  w h o le  ju r id ic a l  o rd e r  is  d i r e c te d  t o  t h e  c o m 

m o n  g o o d .

B u t ,  if  s u b je c t iv e  r i g h t  is u n d e r s to o d  a s  r i g h t  in  t h e  p r im 

a r y ,  s t r i c t ,  a n d  f o r m a l m e a n in g  o f t h e  te r m ,  i t  fo llo w s  t h a t  

t h e  ju r id ic a l  o rd e r  c o n s is ts  in  a  c e r ta in  a u to n o m y , in d e p e n d -
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e n c e , a n d  l ib e r ty .  F o r  s u b je c t i v e  r i g h t  is n o t  m e a su ie d  b y  

t h e  j u s t  th in g ,  b u t  t h e  j u s t  t h i n g  is m e a s u re d  b y  th e  in v io la b le  

f a c u l ty ,  w h ic h  is  a  c e r ta in  l i b e r ty .

T h e re fo re , a c c o rd in g  t o  m o d e rn s ,  t h e  ju r i c a l  o rd e r  is d i

r e c te d  t o  l i b e r t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d . Th is  g iv e s  

r ise  t o  e r r o rs  a m o n g  m o d e rn s ,  w h o  s p e a k  o f  l i b e r t y  o f sp e e c h , 

l i b e r t y  o f w o rs h ip , e c o n o m ic  l i b e r t y ,  —  e c o n o m ic  l ib e ra l i s m , —  

w i th o u t  a n y  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f t h e i r  r e la t io n  to  t h e  c o m m o n  

g o o d .

951.—  D iv is io n  o f o b je c t iv e  r ig h t .—  1° F r o m  th e  p o in t  

o f v ie w  o f i t s  o r ig in , o b je c t iv e  r i g h t  is  d iv id e d  in to  na tu ra l 

r igh t a n d  positive o r  legal r ight.

a) N a t u r a l  r i g h t  is tha t w hich o f  its  very na tu re  is  due to 

another.

P o s i t i v e  o r  le g a l  r i g h t  is  tha t w h ich  is  due to another in  v ir tue 

o f the au tho rity  o f the people or ru ler , i .e . ,  in  v i r t u e  o f p o s i t iv e  

la w O ).

h) N a tu r a l  r i g h t  is  d iv id e d  in to  im m ed ia te na tu ra l r ight 

a n d  m edia te na tu ra l r ight.

I m m e d ia te  n a tu r a l  r i g h t  is  a th ing  whose com m ensu ra tion 

to another is  established by na tu re  w ith ou t rela tion to another 

th ing ; v .g ., t h e  m a le  o f i t s  v e r y  n a t u r e  h a s  c o m m e n s u ra t io n  to  

th e  fe m a le  fo r  t h e  e n g e n d e r in g  o f o f fsp r in g , t h e  p ar e n t  t o  t h e  

c h i ld  fo r  th e  l a t t e r ’s n u t r i t i o n .

M e d ia te  n a t u r a l  r i g h t  is  a th ing  whose na tu ra l com m ensu 

ra tion  is  established in  rela tion  to another th ing ; v .g .,  p r i v a te  

o w n e rs h ip (1 2) . F o r ,  i f  a  p a r t i c u la r  p ie c e  o f la n d  b e  c o n s id e re d  

a b s o lu te ly ,  th e r e  is  n o  re a s o n  w h y  i t  s h o u ld  b e lo n g to  o n e  m a n  

r a t h e r  t h a n  to  a n o th e r ;  b u t ,  if  i t  b e  c o n s id e re d  in r e la t io n  t o  i t s  

a d a p t i b i l i t y  fo r  c u l t i v a t io n ,  a n d  in  r e la t io n  t o  t he  u n m o le s te d  

u se  o f t h e  la n d ,  i t  h a s  a  c e r ta in  c o m m e n s u r a t io n  to b e  t h e  

p r o p e r t y  o f o n e  m a n  r a t h e r  t h a n  o f a n o th e r  (3).

(1 ) I n  E th ic .,  1. V, 1 . 12  —  I I - I I ,  q . 5 7 , a . 2 , c.
(2) I I - I I ,  q . 5 7 , a. 3 , c .
(3) P o l i t ic . , L . I I ,  c . 3 .
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T h e  o ld  S c h o la s t ic s  c a l le d  m e d ia te  n a t u r a l  r i g h t  the  r ight 

o f na tio ns ; to d a y ,  th e  r i g h t  o f n a t io n s  is  u n d e r s to o d  a s  s ig n if y 

in g  in te rna tiona l law .

c) P o s i t i v e  r i g h t  is d iv in e  o r  h u m a n  as  i t  is  d e te r m ine d  b y  

d iv ine o r  hum an la w .

2 °  F r o m  th e  p o in t  o f v ie w  of i t s  n a tu r e ,  o b je c t iv e  r i g h t  is 

d iv id e d  in to  r igh t in  the proper sense ( ju s  s im p l i c i te r )  a n d  r ight 

in  the restricted sense ( ju s  s e c u n d u m  q u id ) .

T h is  d is t in c t io n  d e r iv e s  f r o m  th e  f a c t  t h a t  r i g h t  co n n o te s  

a  re la t io n  to  another. W h e n  th is  o th e r  is  p e r f e c t ly  other, i .e ., 

d i s t in c t ,  th e  n a tu r e  o f r i g h t  is  p e r f e c t ly  re a l iz e d. W h e n  th e  

o th e r  is , so  to  s p e a k , a  p a r t  o r  th e  t h in g  o f h im  wh o  is  b o u n d  

t o  r e n d e r  th e  r i g h t ,  th e  n o t io n  o f r i g h t  is  n o t  p e rf e c t ly  re a l i z e d ; 

a n d , in  th is  c ase , w e h a v e  r i g h t  in  th e  r e s t r i c te d  sen se .

R ig h t  in  th e  p ro p e r  se n se , i .e .,  p o l i t i c a l  r ig h t ,  is  tha t w hich 

un ites persons w ith in  a  po litica l g roup; v .g .,  s u c h  r i g h t  is f o u n d  

in  th e  c a se  o f tw o  m e n , n e i th e r  o f w h o m  is  s u b je c t  to  th e  o th e r ,  

b u t  b o th  o f  w h o m  a re  s u b je c t  t o  th e  c iv i l  ru le r .

R ig h t  in  t h e  r e s t r i c te d  se n se  is that w hich is  established 

w ith in  dom estic society; v .g ., a  so n  b e lo n g s  to  h is  f a th e r ,  f o r  h e  

is in  a  c e r ta in  sen se  a  p a r t  o f h is  f a t h e r ^ ) .

T h e  r i g h t  w h ic h  b in d s  f a th e r  to  so n  is  c a l le d  pa terna l 

r ight;  t h e  r i g h t  w h ic h  o b ta in s  b e tw e e n  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife  is 

c a l le d  econom ic r ight, a n d  th e  r i g h t  w h ic h  o b ta in s  b e tw e e n  

m a s te r  a n d  s e r v a n t  in  th e  p ro p e r  se n se  (c f. n . 1078) is c a l le d  

dom ina tive r ight, i .e .,  r ight o f  m aster if').

9 5 2 .—  D iv is io n  o f su b je c t iv e  r ig h t .—  1° B y  re a s o n  o f 

i t s  o r ig in , s u b je c t iv e  r ig h t ,  l ik e  o b je c t iv e  r ig h t , is d iv id e d  in to  

na tu ra l r i g h t  a n d  positive r ig h t .

2 °  B y  re a s o n  o f i ts  te r m ,  s u b je c t iv e  r i g h t  is d iv ide d  in to  

real r igh t (ju s  in  re) a n d  persona l r ight (ju s  ad rem ).

A  re a l  r i g h t  is the r ight a person possesses over a th ing  a lready 

h is own. I t  g iv e s  a  h o ld  o n  th e  th in g  i tse l f .  1 2

(1 ) I n  E th ic .,  1, V, I . I I .—  I I - I I ,  q . 5 7 , a. 4.
(2) I I - I I ,  q. 5 7 , a. 4 .
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T h r e e  c o n d i t io n s  a re  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a  re a l  r i g h t :

a ) th e  e x is te n c e  o f th e  th in g ;

b) a la w fu l  t i t l e ,  a s  b u y in g ,  g i f t ,  e tc ;

c) t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f t h e  th in g .

A  p e rso n a l r ig h t  is  the r ight a person has that a th ing  he m ade 

h is  ow n. I t  g iv e s  p o w e r  o v e r  t h e  p e rs o n  b o u n d  to  g iv e  th e  

th in g  d e m a n d e d .

A  le g i t im a te  t i t l e ,  i .e ., d o n a t io n ,  p u rc h a s e , e le c tio n  to  

o ff ice, is t h e  o n ly  c o n d i t io n  r e q u i r e d  fo r  a  p e rs o na l  r ig h t .

3 °  D om in io n is  t h e  p r in c ip a l  sp ec ie s  o f s u b je c t iv e  r ig h t .

a) D o m in io n  is  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  L a t in  w o rd  do m in us . 

A  m a s te r ,  i .e .,  a  p e rs o n  w h o  h a s  d o m in io n  (d o m in u s ), is  a  m a n  

w h o  p o ssesse s  a s  h is  o w n  s o m e th in g  o f w h ic h  h e  m a y  d isp o se , 

o r  o v e r  w h ic h  h e  m a y  e x e rc ise  a u l  h o r i t y .

H e n c e  d o m in io n  im p l ie s , on the one hand , a u t h o r i t y  a n d  

p o w e r  o v e r  a  th in g  o r  a  p e rs o n ; a n d ,  on  the other hand , s u c h  s u b 

je c t io n  o f t h is  p e rso n  o r  th in g  t h a t  i t  m a y  b e  c a l le d  th e  p o s 

se ss io n  o f a n o th e r .

b) D o m in io n  is o f tw o  k in  Is : d o m in io n  o f ju r isd ic tio n a n d  

d o m in io n  o f ow nersh ip .

D o m in io n  o f ju r i s d ic t io n  is  the pow er o f  govern ing subjects 

in  rela tion to the com m on good.

D o m in io n  o f o w n e rs h ip  is  the power o f  d isp osin g  o f som e

th in g  as one’s ow n fo r  one’s personal advantage.

c) D o m in io n  o f o w n e rs h ip  m a y  b e  perfect and  com plete o r  

im perfect and incom plete.

C o m p le te  d o m in io n ,  c a l le d  direct d om in ion , is the r igh t to 

the ow nersh ip  and  f r u i ts  o f a th ing .

I n c o m p le te  o w n e rsh ip , c a l le d  u sefu l d om in ion , is the r ight 

to the ow nersh ip  o f  a th ing  w ithou t its  f r u i ts , o r  the r igh t to the 

f r u i ts  o f a th ing  w ithou t the ow nersh ip  o f it.

d) U se fu l  d o m in io n  is d iv id e d  in to  u su fruc t a n d  use.
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U s u f r u c t  is  d e f in e d : the r igh t o f  u s in g  and  en jo y in g  th ings 

belonging to another, w ithou t im p a ir in g  their  substance.

R igh t, i .e ., t h e  m o ra l  p o w e r  o f p e r fo rm in g  a n  a c t .

O f using , i .e .,  o f  t a k in g  th e  f r u i t s  o f t h e  t h i n g  a n d  o f  u s in g  

i t  f o r  o n e ’s o w n  d a i ly  n e e d s .

O f en joy ing , in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  u s u f r u c t  in c lu d e s  n o t  o n ly  

t h e  ta k i n g  t h e  f r u i t s  o f a  t h i n g  f o r  o n e ’s o w n  d a i ly  n e e d s , b u t  

a lso  t h e  r i g h t  o f  r e n t in g  th e m ,  se ll in g  th e m ,  o r  g ra tu i to u s ly  

s u r re n d e r in g  th e m .

W itho u t im p a ir in g  the ir  substance: t h e  p e rs o n  w h o  h a s  th e  

u s u f r u c t  o f a  th in g  m u s t  k e e p  t h e  th in g  i n t a c t  f o r  i t s  o w n e r ,  

fo r  h is  r i g h t  is o v e r  w h a t  b e lo n g s  t o  a n o th e r ( x).

9 5 3 .—  S u b je c t o f d o m in io n  in  g e n e ral .—  1° D o m in io n  

is a u th o r i t y  a n d  p o w e r  o v e r  a  p e rs o n  o r  th in g .

2 °  T h e  s u b je c t  o f  d o m in io n  is  a  b e in g  w h ic h  h a s  t h is  

a u th o r i t y  a n d  p o w e r.

3 °  P y th a g o r a s ,  E m p e d o c le s ,  G e rso n , a n d  A rh e n s  t a u g ht  

t h a t  i r r a t i o n a l  a n im a ls , a s  w ell as  b e in g s  e n d o w e d  w i th  a n  in 

te l le c t ,  a re  s u b je c ts  o f  r ig h ts  a n d  d o m in io n .

D a m ir o n  t a u g h t  t h a t  e v e r y  c r e a tu r e  is a  s u b je c t  o f d o m in 

io n .

I n  a n c ie n t  t im e s , c e r ta in  p h i lo s o p h e rs  h e ld  t h a t  t he  s la v e  

w a s n o t a  s u b je c t  o f r ig h ts .

4 °  W e , o n  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  te a c h  t h a t  a l l  i n te l le c tu a l b e in g s , 

a n d  o n ly  in te l le c tu a l  b e in g s , a r e  c a p a b le  o f d o m in io n .  H e n c e  

a ll  b e in g s  e n d o w e d  w i th  a n  in te l le c t ,  a s  G o d , t h e  an g e ls , a n d  

m a n , a re  s u b je c ts  o f d o m in io n .

E v e n  t h e  d e m e n te d  a n d  c h i ld re n  w h o  h a v e  n o t  a t t a i n ed  

t h e  u s e  o f re a s o n  a re  c a p a b le  o f d o m in io n ,  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f r e a so n , 

th o u g h  r e q u i r e d  f o r  th e  a c tu a l  u se  o f  d o m in io n , is  n o t  r e q u i r e d  

f o r  h a b i t u a l  d o m in io n , w h ic h  is im m e d ia te ly  f o u n d e d in  in -  1

(1) B i l l u a r t , S u m m a  S a n c ti T ho m as, t .  IV , d iss . I I ,  a . 1 , p p . 8 -1 0  (P a l
m é , ed it io  n o v a ) .
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te l le c tu a l  n a tu r e  a n d  i t s  p o w e rs , as  is e v id e n t  f rom  th e  p ro o f  

w h ic h  fo llo w s ; o th e rw is e  a  p e rs o n  w h o  w a s d r u n k  o r  a s le e p  

w o u ld  lo se  h is  d o m in io n .

5 °  W e  sh a l l u se  tw o  a r g u m e n ts  to  p ro v e  o u r  te a c h in g.

a) A ll b e in g s  w h ic h  c a n  d is p o se  o f  t h e i r  a c ts , a n d  o nly  

th e s e , c a n  b e  s u b je c ts  o f  d o m in io n . B u t  a l l  b e in g s  e n d o w e d  

w ith  a n  in te l le c t , a n d  o n ly  th e s e , c a n  d isp o se  o f th e i r  a c ts .  

T h e re fo re  a l l  b e in g s  e n d o w e d  w i th  a n  in te l le c t , a n d o n ly  th e s e , 

c a n  b e  s u b je c ts  o f d o m in io n ^ ) .

M a jo r .—  E v e r y  b e in g  w h ic h  c a n  d isp o se  o f i ts  o w n  a c ts ,  

a n d  o n ly  s u c h  a  b e in g ,  is c a p a b le  o f  d o m in io n  o v e r  e x te r n a l  

th in g s  a n d  p e rso n s ,  f o r  i t  is  b y  t h e i r  o w n  a c ts  t h at  b e in g s  d is 

p o se  o f  e x te r n a l  th in g s  a n d  p e rso n s .

M in o r .—  A  b e in g  d isp o se s  o f i t s  a c ts  w h e n  i t  h a s  d o m in io n  

o v e r  th e m .  B u t  o n ly  a  b e in g  e n d o w e d  w i th  a n  in te l lec t  a n d  

w il l h a s  d o m in io n  o v e r  i t s  a c ts .  T h e re fo re .

b) O n ly  b e in g s  w h ic h  c a n  im m e d ia te ly  a t t a i n  th e  c o m mo n  

e n d  o f th e  w h o le  u n iv e rs e  c a n  b e  s u b je c ts  o f d o m in io n .  B u t  

a l l  b e in g s  e n d o w e d  w i th  a n  in te l le c t ,  a n d  o n ly  th e se , c a n  im 

m e d ia te ly  a t t a i n  th e  c o m m o n  e n d  o f t h e  w h o le  u n iv e rse .  

T h e re fo re  a ll b e in g s  e n d o w e d  w i th  a n  in te l le c t ,  a n d o n ly  th e s e , 

c a n  b e  s u b je c ts  o f d o m in io n .

M a jo r .—  W h e n  m a n y  b e in g s  t e n d  t o  a  c o m m o n  e n d , t h e  

b e in g  w h ic h  im m e d ia te ly  a t t a i n s  t h e  c o m m o n  e n d  d ispo se s  

o f  t h e  b e in g s  w h ic h  d o  n o t  a t t a i n  t h i s  e n d  in  t h e  sa m e  m a n n e r ,  

a n d  d ir e c ts  th e m  to  i t ( 1 2) . I n  o th e r  w o rd s , b e in g s w h ic h  d o  

n o t  im m e d ia te ly  a t t a i n  th e  e n d  a r e  fo r  t h e  use o f t h e  b e in g  w h ic h  

d o e s  im m e d ia te ly  a t t a i n  i t .  T h e  l a t t e r ,  th e re fo re ,  h a s  a  p o w e r  

o f  s u p e r io r i ty ,  i .e .,  o f d o m in io n , o v e r  th e  fo r m e r .

M in o r .—  G o d  is th e  c o m m o n  e n d  o f t h e  w h o le  u n iv e rse .  

B u t  a l l  b e in g s  e n d o w e d  w i th  a n  in te l le c t ,  a n d  o n ly  th e s e  b e 

in g s , h a v e  th e  p o w e r  o f im m e d ia te ly  a t t a i n i n g  G o d  by  k n o w l

e d g e  a n d  lo v e . T h e re fo re .

(1) I I - I I ,  q. 66, a. 1, c.
(2) C o n tra  Gentes, 1. I l l ,  c .  112.
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954. —  G od ’s d o m in io n .—  1° G o d , b e c a u s e  o f  H is  c r e a 

t io n  a n d  c o n s e rv a t io n  o f t h e m ,  h a s  in d e p e n d e n t ,  a b so lu te ,  a n d  

u n iv e rs a l  d o m in io n  (1) o v e r  a l l  c r e a te d  th in g s .

2 °  T h is  d o m in io n  o v e r  c r e a t io n  G o d  c a n  n e i th e r  r e n ou n c e  

n o r  c o m m u n ic a te  to  a n y  c r e a tu r e ;  a n d  f r o m  th is  d o m in io n  n o  

c r e a tu r e  c a n  b e  f re e d . T h is  is  so  b e c a u s e  th e  t i t l e o f G o d ’s 

d o m in io n , n a m e ly .  H is  c r e a t io n  a n d  c o n t in u a l  c o n s e rv a t io n  

o f c r e a tu r e s ,  c a n n o t  b e  c o m m u n ic a te d  to  a n y  c r e a tu re ,  j u s t  

a s  n o  c r e a tu r e  c a n  d e s t r o y  th is  t i t l e .

3 °  J u s t  a s  G o d , n o tw i th s ta n d in g  H is  f i r s t  a n d  u n iv er s a l  

c a u s a l i ty ,  c o m m u n ic a te s  se c o n d  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r  c a u s al i t y  to  

c r e a te d  th in g s ,  so , a l th o u g h  H e  is  th e  u n iv e r s a l  m as te r  o f  a ll  

th in g s . H e  c o m m u n ic a te s  p a r t i c u la r  d o m in io n  s u b o r d in a te  

t o  H is  u n iv e r s a l  d o m in io n .  H e n c e  i t  fo l lo w s  t h a t  a ll  d o m in io n  

o f c r e a tu r e s  is  s u b je c t  to  G o d ’s d o m in io n , j u s t  a s  t h e  c r e a tu r e ’s 

c a u s a l i ty  is  s u b o r d in a te  to  G o d ’s c a u s a l i ty .  T h e r e fo r e  G o d ’s 

d o m in io n  is  in f i n i te ly  g r e a te r  a n d  o f a  h ig h e r  o rd er  t h a n  t h e  

d o m in io n  o f c re a tu r e s .

955. —  M a n ’s d o m in io n  over h im sel f  a n d  o th e rs .—
1 ° M a n ,  a s  e n d o w e d  w i th  l i b e r ty ,  m o v e s  h im s e lf  t o  his  e n d . 

H e n c e , u n d e r  th is  a s p e c t,  h e  is  a c t i v e  in  r e la t io n  t o  h im s e lf ,  

a n d  th e re fo re  h a s  a  c e r ta in  d o m in io n  o v e r  h im se lf .

2 °  M a n  h a s  p e r fe c t  d o m in io n  o v e r  a l l  o p e ra t io n s  w h ic h  

h e  e x e rc ise s  b y  h is  i n te l le c t  a n d  w il l , b y  h is  e x ter n a l  sen ses , 

a n d  b y  h is  p o w e r  o f lo c o m o tio n ,  f o r  th e s e  o p e ra t io ns  a re  s u b 

je c t  to  h is  f r e e  w ill.

M a n ,  h o w e v e r , is  n o t  p e r fe c t ly  th e  m a s t e r  o f  a c t io ns  w h ic h  

h e  n a tu r a l l y  e x e rc ise s  b y  h is  i n te r n a l  se n se s  a n d  by  h is  s e n s i t iv e  

a p p e t i te ,  b e c a u s e  th e s e  a c t io n s  s o m e t im e s  d e p e n d  o n t h e  d is 

p o s i t io n  o f h is  b o d i ly  o rg a n s , w h ic h  is n o t  in  m a n ’s p o w e r .

M a n  h a s  n o  d o m in io n  o v e r  th e  a c t io n s  o f h is  v e g e ta ti v e  f a c 

u l t ie s , fo r  th e s e  p o w e rs  a re  n o t  s u b je c t  t o  t h e  c o mm a n d  o f  

re a so n .

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 6 6 , a . 1, a d  1.
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3 °  M a n  h a s  n o t  d i r e c t  a n d  a b s o lu te  d o m in io n  o v e r  h is  

o w n  life  a n d  m e m b e rs , b u t  o n ly  t h e  g u a r d ia n s h ip  a n d u se  o f 

th e m . F o r  li fe  a n d  b o d y  a re  p r e r e q u is i te s  o f m a n ’s d o m in io n ,  

a n d  a re  i ts  f o u n d a t io n .  H e n c e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  s u b je c t  to  m a n ’s 

d o m in io n .

4 °  N e i th e r  r u le r s  n o r  t h e  S t a t e  h a v e  d i r e c t  d o m in ion  o v e r  

t h e  l i fe  a n d  m e m b e rs  o f c i t iz e n s ,  a n d  h e n c e  t h e y  m ay  n o t  a t  w ill 

m u t i l a te  c i t iz e n s , o r  e v e n  p u t  th e m  to  d e a th .  T h is  is  so  b e 

c a u se  th e  p r i v a te  c i t iz e n  h a s  t h e  s a m e  r e la t io n  to  t h e  S ta te  as  

t h e  m e m b e r  h a s  t o  th e  b o d y . B u t  n o  o n e  is  m a s te r  o f h is  o w n  

m e m b e rs .  T h e re fo re .

5 °  M a n  c a n  a c q u ir e  d o m in io n  o v e r  th e  a c t i v i t y  o f  o th e r  

m e n . M a n  is  n a tu r a l l y  a  so c ia l  b e in g . M o re o v e r ,  n a tu r e  

m a k e s  m e n  u n e q u a l.  T h e re fo re  i t  fo l lo w s  t h a t  so m e  me n  a re  

s u p e r io rs  a n d  ru le r s , a n d  o th e r s  a re  in fe r io rs  a n d  s u b je c ts .  

H e n c e  c e r ta in  m e n  m a y  a c q u ir e  d o m in io n  o v e r  th e  a c ti v i t y  o f 

o th e r  m e n .

6 °  A ll d o m in io n  o f  r a t i o n a l  c r e a tu r e s  is  s u b je c t  to G o d ’s 

so v e re ig n  d o m in io n ,  a s  w e h a v e  se e n .

9 5 6 .—  Im m a n e n t  d u t ie s .—  1° P re lim in a r ies.—  a ) B y  

im m a n e n t  d u t ie s  w e  u n d e r s ta n d  t h e  o b l ig a t io n s  b y  w hic h  m a n  

is  b o u n d  in  a c t io n s  r e la te d  n o t  t o  t h e  g o o d  o f o th ers ,  b u t  to  h is  

o w n  g o o d .

b) T w o  d i f f ic u l t ie s  a re  p ro p o s e d  w h ic h  m a k e  i t  n e c e s sa ry  

f o r  u s  t o  d e a l  w i th  th e  q u e s t io n  o f t h e  e x is te n c e  of im m a n e n t  

d u t ie s :  f i r s t , i f  a n  a c t io n  is d i r e c te d  t o  t h e  p r o p e r  g o o d  o f  a  

m a n , th is  m a n  c a n  a lw a y s  d e c l in e  t h i s  g o o d , a n d  h e nc e  is  n o t  

b o u n d  to  p e r fo rm  th e  a c t i o n ;  secondly, s in c e  n o  o n e  c a n  im p o se  

a n  o b l ig a t io n  o n  h im s e lf ,  i t  w o u ld  se e m  t h a t  m a n  c an n o t  h a v e  

d u t ie s  to w a r d s  h im se lf .

c) I n  t h e  t im e  o f  S t.  T h o m a s ,  th e r e  w e re  so m e  w h o  t a ug h t  

t h a t  o n ly  a c t io n s  w h ic h  s c a n d a l i z e d  o th e rs  o r  d id  ha r m  to  th e m  

w ere  s in s ^ ) .  1

(1) C on tra  G entes, 1. I l l ,  c. 121 .
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A ll p h i lo s o p h e rs , l ik e  P u f e n d o r f  a n d  o th e r s  o f  t h e  sa m e  

sc h o o l, w h o  h o ld  t h a t  a l l  h u m a n  r ig h ts  a n d  d u t ie s  ha v e  t h e i r  

o r ig in  in  m a n ’s so c ia l  n a tu r e  d e n y  a t  l e a s t  im p l ic it l y  t h e  e x is t

e n c e  o f im m a n e n t  d u t ie s .

T h o m a s iu s ,  F le is c h e r ,  S c h o p e n h a u e r ,  H e r b a r t ,  L ip p s , a n d  

m a n y  m o d e rn s  d i r e c t ly  d e n y  t h a t  m a n  h a s  d u t ie s  to w ar d s  

h im se lf .

S o u n d  m o ra l  p h i lo s o p h y , n e v e r th e le s s ,  te a c h e s  t h a t  m a n  

h a s  d u t ie s  to w a rd s  h im se lf .  T h is ,  in d e e d , is  a  f u n da m e n ta l  

d o c t r in e  o f C h r is t ia n  e th ic s .

2°  I n  the ligh t o f w hat has been sa id , w e  sh a l l n o w  p ro v e  

th e  p r o p o s i t io n  w h ic h  fo llo w s.

M a n  is  bound by the na tu ra l law  to 'perform cer ta in im m a 

nen t du ties. —- 1) A  f re e  b e in g  w h ic h  is  n a tu r a l l y  s u b je c t  to  

G o d ’s p e r f e c t  d o m in io n  is b o u n d  b y  th e  n a tu r a l  la w  to  p e r 

fo rm  c e r ta in  im m a n e n t  d u t ie s .  B u t  m a n  is  a  f re e  b e in g  w h ic h  

is  n a tu r a l l y  s u b je c t  to  G o d ’s p e r fe c t  d o m in io n .  T h ere fo re  

m a n  is b o u n d  b y  th e  n a t u r a l  la w  to  p e r fo rm  c e r ta in  im m a 

n e n t  d u t ie s .

M a jo r .—  S u c h  a  f re e  b e in g  h a s  o v e r  h im se lf  o n ly  im 

p e r f e c t  d o m in io n ,  i .e ., d o m in io n  b y  w h ic h  h e  m a y  g ov e rn  h im 

se lf o n ly  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  o rd in a n c e  e s ta b l ish e d  b y  G o d  

th r o u g h  th e  e te r n a l  la w . T h e re fo re ,  in  r u l i n g  h im s elf ,  m a n  

is b o u n d  to  p e r fo rm  c e r ta in  im m a n e n t  d u t ie s .

T h e  m ino r is e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  f a c t  t h a t  G o d  is th e  f i rs t  

a n d  m o s t  u n iv e rs a l  c a u s e  o f a l l  b e in g , a s  w e h a v e  al r e a d y  sa id .

2 ) A c c o rd in g  to  th e  n a tu r a l  la w , j u s t  as  m a n ’s re a so n  is 

s u b je c t  to  G o d , so  th e  b o d y  is  d e s t in e d  fo r  t h e  p e rfe c t io n  o f 

th e  so u l , a n d  th e  in fe r io r  p o w e rs  sh o u ld  b e  d e v e lo pe d  in  c o n 

f o r m i ty  w i th  th e  d ic ta te s  o f re a so n . T h e re fo re , in  a ll h is  a c ts ,  

m a n  is b o u n d  t o  o b se rv e  th is  o rd e r  b y  w h ic h  h e  is  su b je c t  to  

G o d , th e  b o d y  to  th e  so u l , a n d  th e  in fe r io r  p o w e rs  to  re a s o n ; 

o r , in  o th e r  w o rd s , m a n  is  b o u n d  t o  p e r fo rm  c e r ta in im m a 

n e n t  d u t ie s .
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N o t e . —  M a n  d o e s  n o t  im p o s e  u p o n  h im s e lf  o b l ig a t io n s  

to w a r d s  h im s e lf ,  fo r  a ll im m a n e n t  d u t ie s  d e r iv e  f r om  th e  s o v 

e re ig n  d o m in io n  o f G o d  as  f i r s t  c a u se . M o re o v e r ,  m an  m a y  n o t  

d e c l in e  g o o d s  in te n d e d  fo r  h im  b y  th e  e te r n a l  la w , w h ic h  is 

n a tu r a l l y  p a r t i c ip a te d  in  th e  l ig h t  o f  n a t u r a l  re a so n .

957.—  M a n ’s d o m in io n  over ex te rn a l th in gs .—  1°
W e  a re  d e a l in g  n o w  n o t  w i th  th is  o r  t h a t  m a n ,  n o r  wi th  m e n  

ta k e n  c o l le c t iv e ly , b u t  w i th  a n y  in d iv id u a l  m a n ,  i .e .,  w i th  a n y  

r a t i o n a l  a n im a l .

2 °  B y  e x te r n a l  th in g s  w e  m e a n  m a te r ia l  th in g s ,  w h ich  

a re  Jess p e r f e c t  t h a n  m a n ,  a s  i r r a t i o n a l  a n im a ls ,  pla n ts ,  a n d  

in o rg a n ic  b e in g s .

3 °  D o m in io n  o v e r  e x te r n a l  th in g s  is  p h y s ic a l  a n d  m ora l  

p o w e r  o v e r  th e se  th in g s .  T h is  d o m in io n  is  c a l le d  'possession 

b y  S t .  T h o m a s , a n d  is u n d e r s to o d  in  a  g e n e r ic  sen se. T h e r e 

fo re  o u r  p r e s e n t  p ro b le m  d o e s  n o t  c o n c e rn  p r i v a te  ow n e rs h ip , 

n o r  th e  c o m m o n  o w n e rs h ip  o f p o sse ss io n s .

4 °  A c c o rd in g  to  S t.  T h o m a s ,  m a n  h a s  n o  p o w e r  o v e r  th e  

n a tu r e  o f th in g s ,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  c a n n o t  c h a n g e  t he  n a tu r e  

o f th in g s .  F o r  G o d  a lo n e  is  th e  a u t h o r  o f  n a tu r e ,  an d  t h e r e 

fo re  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th in g s  is n o t  s u b je c t  t o  t h e  p o we r  o f  m a n , 

b u t  o n ly  t o  t h e  p o w e r  o f  G o d , W h o se  m e re  w il l th in gs  o b e y . 

N e v e r th e le s s , m a n  h a s  d o m in io n  o v e r  e x te r n a l  th in g s,  in  as  

m u c h  a s  h e  m a y  u se  th e m  fo r  h is  o w n  b e n e f i t ,  f o r  t hi s  is  t h e  

p u rp o s e  f o r  w h ic h  t h e y  w e re  m a d e ( 1).

5 °  T h e  u se  o f a  th in g  im p l ie s  t h e  a p p l ic a t io n  of t ha t  

t h in g  t o  so m e  o p e r a t io n .  H e n c e  th e  o p e r a t io n  t o  w h ic h  w e 

a p p ly  a  th in g  is i ts  u s e ;  v .g ., h o r s e b a c k  r id in g  is t h e  u se  o f a  

h o rs e ,  s t r ik in g  is th e  u se  o f a  c lu b . M o re o v e r ,  s inc e  th e  w ill 

is t h e  f a c u l ty  w h ic h  m o v e s  a ll  t h e  p o w e rs  o f t h e  sou l  t o  t h e i r  

a c ts ,  i t  is to  th e  w il l a s  f i r s t  m o v e r  t h a t  use p r im a r i l y  a n d  c h ie f ly  

b e lo n g s. N e v e r th e le s s , i t  b e lo n g s  t o  r e a s o n  a s  t h e  p o w e r  

w h ic h  d ir e c ts , f o r  re a so n  a lo n e  k n o w s  h o w  to  re fe r  o n e  th in g  to

(1) I I - I I , q. 66. a. 1.



1 9 0 M O N A S T I C S

a n o th e r ,  a n d  th e re fo re  h o w  to  d i r e c t  t h e  a p p l i c a t ion  o f o p e r a 

t io n  to  a  t h i n g ( 1). I n  o th e r  w o rd s , u se  p r o p e r ly  b elo n g s  o n ly  

to  a  b e in g  e n d o w e d  w ith  f re e  w ill ; a n d  t h e  d o m in ion  w h ic h  m a n  

h a s  o v e r  e x te r n a l  th in g s  is n o th in g  m o re  t h a n  th e  ex te n s io n  o f 

th e  d o m in io n  w h ic h  h e  h a s  o v e r  h is  a c ts  b y  m e a n s  o f f r e e  w il l.

6 °  F in a l ly ,  m a n  is s a id  t o  h a v e  na tu ra l d o m in io n  o v e r  e x 

te r n a l  th in g s , fo r  th is  d o m in io n  h a s  i t s  o r ig in  in  t h e  n a tu ra l 

law .

7 °  W e  s h a l l  n o w  p ro v e  t h a t  m an  has na tu ra l do m in io n 

over externa l th ings, as regards their  use.

M a n  h a s  n a tu r a l  d o m in io n  o v e r  e x te r n a l  th in g s ,  a s  re g a rd s  

th e i r  u se , if h e  m a y  u se  th e m  fo r  h is  o w n  b e n e f i t  as  t h e  p u rp o s e  

fo r  w h ic h  th e y  w e re  m a d e . B u t  m a n  m a y  u se  e x te r n a l  th in g s  

f o r  h is  o w n  b e n e f i t  as  th e  p u rp o s e  fo r  w h ic h  t h e y  we re  m a d e . 

T h e re fo re  m a n  h a s  n a tu r a l  d o m in io n  o v e r  e x te r n a l  thin g s ,  a s  

re g a rd s  t h e i r  u s e ( * 2).

M in o r .—  M a n  m a y  u se  fo r  h is  o w n  b e n e f i t  th in g s  w h ic h  

w e re  m a d e  fo r  h im . B u t  e x te r n a l  th in g s  w e re  m a d e  for  m a n . 

T h e re fo re .

T h e  latter m a jo r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  f a c t  t h a t  m a n  h a s  a  

re a so n  a n d  a  w il l,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  u se  p r o p e r ly  b e lo ng s  t o  h im .

La tter  m in o r .—  E x te r n a l  th in g s  a re  le ss  p e r f e c t  t h a n  m a n . 

B u t ,  in  th e  o rd e r  o f n a tu r e ,  t h e  less p e r fe c t  e x is ts  f o r  t h e  p e r 

fe c t . H e n c e  e x te r n a l  th in g s  w e re  m a d e  fo r  m a n .  T h is c o n 

c lu s io n  b e c o m e s  v e ry  e v id e n t  i f  w e  c o n s id e r  t h a t  f ir s t  m a t t e r  

te n d s  t o  th e  h u m a n  so u l  a s  i t s  u l t im a te  fo r m . T h e refo re  f i r s t  

m a t te r ,  as  i t  e x is ts  u n d e r  th e  fo rm s  o f e x te r n a l  thin g s ,  te n d s  

to  m a n . I n  o th e r  w o rd s , m a n  is  t h e  e n d  o f e x te r n a l  th in g s .

958.—- S c h ol i a .—  1° T h e  o rd e r  o r  r e la t io n  (o r d in a t io )  o f 

e x te r n a l  th in g s  to  m a n  is  im m e d ia te ly  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  n a tu r e  

o f e x te r n a l  th in g s .  T h e re fo re  m a n ’s d o m in io n  o v e r  ex te r n a l  

th in g s , w h ic h  w e h a v e  e s ta b l i s h e d , is  in  a c c o rd a n c e w i th  a  

p r im a ry  p r e c e p t  o t th e  n a tu r a l  la w .

(11 I - I I ,  q. 16, a. 2.
(2 ) I I - I I ,  q . 6 6 , a. 1.
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2 °  S in c e  m a n ’s d o m in io n  o v e r  e x te r n a l  th in g s  b e lo n gs  to  

h im  in  v i r t u e  o f h is  n a tu r e ,  i t  b e lo n g s  to  e v e ry  m an , e v e n  to  

c h i ld re n  a n d  th e  d e m e n te d . S im i la r ly ,  t h is  d o m in io n is in 

a l ie n a b le , f o r  i t  is  in h e r e n t  in  h u m a n  n a tu r e .

3 °  M a n ’s n a t u r a l  d o m in io n  o v e r  e x te r n a l  th in g s  is giv e n  

t o  h im , in  o rd e r  t h a t  h e  m a y  s a t i s f y  t h e  e x ig e n c ie s o f h is  n a 

tu r e .  H e n c e , a s  a n  in d iv id u a l ,  h e  h a s  th i s  d o m in io n f o r  th e  

p r e s e r v a t io n  o f h is  l i fe  a n d  f o r  t h e  a c q u i r e m e n t  o f h is  p h y s ic a l ,  

m o ra l , a n d  in te l le c tu a l  p e r f e c t io n ;  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f t h e  h u m a n  

sp e c ie s  a n d  of so c ie ty ,  h e  h a s  i t  f o r  t h e  l i v in g  o f h is  d o m e s t ic  

a n d  m a r r ie d  l i fe , b y  w h ic h  th e  h u m a n  sp e c ie s  is p res e rv e d  a n d  

p r o p a g a te d ,  a n d  a lso  fo r  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f h a p p in e ss .  H e n c e  

so c ie ty  in  w h ic h  m a n  c a n n o t  l iv e  h is  d o m e s t ic  l i fe  w i th o u t  

g re a t  d i f f ic u l ty  is n o t  w e ll o rd e re d .

4 °  M a n  » n a t u r a l  d o m in io n  o v e r  e x te r n a l  th in g s  is giv e n  

to  h im , in  o rd e r  t h a t  h e  m a y  s a t i s f y  th e  e x ig e n c ie s o f h is  n a 

tu r e .  T h e re fo re  th is  d o m in io n  n a tu r a l l y  r e s u l ts  f r om  h u m a n  

n a tu r e ,  a n d  is t h e  m e a n s  n a tu r a l l y  d e s t in e d  f o r  th e p r e s e r v a 

t io n  a n d  p e r fe c t io n  o f l i fe  a s  i t s  e n d .

N e v e r th e le s s , in  o r d in a r y  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  th is  d o m inio n  

im p o se s  t h e  d u t y  o f la b o r  o n  m a n ,  fo r , g e n e r a l ly  spe a k in g , 

m a n  a c q u ir e s  e x te r n a l  th in g s  b y  m e a n s  of la b o r .  I n  e x t r a o r 

d in a r y  c a se s , h o w e v e r ,  w i th o u t  in  a n y  w a y  lo s in g  h is  d o m in io n  

o v e r  e x te r n a l  th in g s , m a n  is n o t  b o u n d  b y  th e  d u ty  o f la b o r ;  

v .g ., if  h e  is s ick , o r  is  a  c h i ld , o r  i f ,  b e c a u s e  of so c ia l  c i r c u m 

s ta n c e s ,  h e  c a n n o t  o r  d o e s  n o t  n e e d  t o  la b o r .

U n te n a b le ,  th e re fo re ,  is t h e  o p in io n  o f M a r x  a n d  h is  d is 

c ip le s , w h o  te a c h  t h a t  la b o r  is  th e  f i r s t  t i t l e  o f t h e  u se  o f e x 

te r n a l  th in g s . T h e  f i r s t  t i t l e  b y  w h ic h  m a n  h a s  d o min io n  

o v e r  e x te r n a l  th in g s  is  h u m a n  n a tu r e .

9 5 9 .—  R igh t  a n d  c o a c t io n.—  1° C o a c t io n  is o f  tw o  

k in d s :

a) im p r o p e r  o r  m o ra l ,  w h ic h  is th e  o b l ig a t io n  in  ju s t ic e  

b y  w h ic h  a  p e rs o n  is  m o r a l ly  b o u n d  t o  g iv e  t o  e v e r yo n e  h is  

d u e ;
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b) p ro p e r  o r  p h y s ic a l ,  w h ic h  is th e  m o r a l  p o w e r  o f u s in g  

p h y s ic a l  fo r c e  t o  p r o te c t  t h e  in v io la b i l i t y  o f  o n e ’s r ig h ts .

2 °  C o a c t io n  is  a  p r o p e r t y ,  n o t  a n  e s s e n t ia l  e le m e n t,  of 

r ig h t .  C o a c t io n ,  n e v e r th e le s s ,  is  n o t  a  c o n se q u e n c e o f  r ig h ts  

w h ic h  b e lo n g  to  c i t iz e n s  in  v i r t u e  o f  d i s t r i b u t i v e  j u s t i c e :  fo r  

c i t i z e n s  a re  n o t  a l lo w ed  t o  u se  v io le n c e  a g a in s t  t he  c iv il  a u th o r 

i t y  to  o b ta in  a  j u s t  d is t r ib u t io n  o f b u r d e n s  a n d  h on o rs ,  b e 

c a u s e  th is  w o u ld  le a d  t o  se r io u s  d is tu r b a n c e  o f p u bl ic  o rd e r .

3 °  S in c e  a l l  r ig h ts  a re  u l t im a te l y  in te n d e d  f o r  th e g o o d  

o f  t h e  c o m m u n i ty ,  t h e  e x e rc ise  o f  p h y s ic a l  fo rc e  is re s e rv e d  

to  t h e  a u th o r i t y  c h a r g e d  w i th  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d , i .e .,  t o  th e  

p u b l i c  a u th o r i t y .  N e v e r th e le s s , p r i v a te  p e rs o n s  m a y h a v e  

re c o u rs e  t o  v io le n c e  to  d e fe n d  t h e i r  r ig h ts  in  tw o  c a s e s :  w h e n  

c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is n o t  y e t  c o n s t i t u te d ,  i .e .,  is  in  a p r im i t i v e  s ta t e ,  

a n d  w h e n  re c o u rs e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a u t h o r i t y  is  im p o ssib le . I n  

th e s e  c a se s , a  p r i v a te  p e rs o n  m a y , under cer ta in  cond itions, 

o r , a s  w e  s a y , provided that the m odera tion  o f  a b lam eless de

fe n se  be observed, d e fe n d  h is  r ig h ts  b y  re c o u rs e  t o  v io le n c e :  b y  

w o u n d in g ,  o r  e v e n  b y  k i l l in g  a n  u n ju s t  a g g re sso r .

T h e s e  c o n d i t io n s  a re  a s  fo l lo w s :

a) o n ly  th e  d e fe n se  o f o n e ’s r ig h ts  m a y  b e  in te n d e d ,  fo r  

th is  is th e  so le  p u rp o s e  o f c o a c t io n ;  th e re fo re  i t  is  n o t  la w fu l  

to  d o  v io le n c e  to  a n  a d v e r s a r y  f r o m  a  m o t iv e  o f h a tr e d ;

b) o n e ’s r ig h ts  c a n n o t  b e  d e fe n d e d  in  a n y  o th e r  w a y , fo r  

o th e rw is e  v io le n c e  w o u ld  b e  d o n e  t o  a n  a g g re sso r , wh o , e x c e p t 

in  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e  m e n t io n e d , h a s  a  r i g h t  t o  h is  li fe  a n d  to  

t h e  i n te g r i t y  o f h is  m e m b e rs ;

c) c o a c t io n  m a y  b e  u s e d  o n ly  d u r in g  th e  a c t  o f a g g re ss io n , 

f o r  o th e rw is e  th e r e  w o u ld  n o t  a c tu a l l y  b e  a n  a g g re ss o r ;

d) t h e  r ig h ts  d e fe n d e d  m u s t  b e  o f g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e ,  as 

a r e  l i fe , th e  m e m b e rs  o f t h e  b o d y ,  l i b e r t y ,  c h a s t i ty ,  a n d  m a te 

r ia l  g o o d s  o f g r e a t  v a lu e :  f o r  th e r e  m u s t  b e  d u e  p ro p o r t io n  

b e tw e e n  t h e  v io le n c e  u s e d  a n d  th e  r ig h ts  d e fe n d e d .

4 °  T h e  a d v e r s a r ie s  o f t h i s  te a c h in g  a re  K a n t  a n d  m an y  

m o d e rn  ju r i s ts ,  w h o  te a c h  t h a t  c o a c t io n  is a n  e s s e nt ia l  e le m e n t 

o f  r ig h t ,  a n d  n o t  i t s  p r o p e r ty .
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a) Coaction is  no t an  essentia l elem ent o f  r igh t.— T h a t  

w h ic h  p r e s u p p o se s  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f r i g h t  is  n o t  a n  e ss e n t ia l  

e le m e n t  o f r ig h t .  B u t  c o a c t io n  p re s u p p o s e s  t h e  e x iste n c e  

o f r ig h t .  T h e re fo re .

M in o r .—  C o a c t io n  e x is ts  f o r  t h e  d e fe n se  o f r ig h t .

b) Coaction is  a -property o f  r ig h t.—  T h a t  w h ic h , a c c o rd in g  

to  th e  n a tu r a l  la w , is a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  r i g h t  is  a  p r o p e r t y  o f 

r ig h t .  B u t ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  n a t u r a l  la w , c o a c t io n  is  a  c o n se 

q u e n c e  o f  r ig h t .  T h e re fo re  c o a c t io n  is  a  p r o p e r t y  of r ig h t .

T h e  m ajor is s e l f - e v id e n t.

M in o r .—  T h e  n a tu r a l  la w  c o n s t i t u te s  r ig h ts  as  c e r ta in  

g o o d s  d e s t in e d  fo r  th e  c o m m u n i ty  o r  f o r  i t s  p a r t s .  T h e re fo re , 

in  o rd e r  t h a t  r ig h ts  m a y  n o t ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d ep r a v i t y  o f 

th o s e  w h o  re fu se  t o  g iv e  t h e  c o m m u n i ty  a n d  i t s  p a r ts  t h e i r  d u e , 

b e c o m e  i l lu s o ry , t h e  n a tu r a l  la w  a lso  in te n d s  t h a t  c o a c t io n  b e  

a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f r ig h ts .

c) I n  a well-ordered society, coaction is  o f  its  na ture re

served to the pub lic  au tho r ity .—  C o a c t io n  is  o f i t s  n a tu r e  re s e rv e d  

t o  t h e  a u th o r i t y  e n t r u s te d  w ith  th e  c a re  o f t h e  c o mm o n  g o o d . 

B u t ,  in  a  w e l l -o rd e re d  so c ie ty , i t  is t o  th e  p u b l i c a u th o r i t y  t h a t  

th e  c a re  o f th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  is e n t r u s te d .  T h e re fo re,  in  a  

w e l l -o rd e re d  s o c ie ty , c o a c t io n  is o f  i t s  n a tu r e  re se rv e d  to  th e  

p u b l ic  a u th o r i t y .

M a jo r .—  S in c e  r ig h ts  a re  u l t im a te l y  in te n d e d  fo r  th e  

g o o d  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i ty ,  c o a c t io n  wxh ic h  is a  c o n se q ue n c e  o f 

r ig h ts  is  p r o p e r ly  r e s e rv e d  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  e n t r u ste d  w ith  th e  

c a re  o f t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d .

d) W hen  recourse to the pu b lic  au tho r ity  is  im possib le , a 

private person m ay  use coaction to defend  h is r igh ts.—  I f  t h i s  

w e re  n o t  so , th e  r ig h ts  o f p r i v a te  p e rs o n s  w o u ld  b ec o m e  i l lu s o ry  

b e c a u s e  o f th e  w ic k e d n e ss  o f th o s e  w h o se  im p u n i t y  wo u ld  e n 

d a n g e r  p u b l i c  sa fe ty .

9 6 0 .—  S c h ol i a .—  1° H o n o r  m a y  n o t  b e  d e fe n d e d  b y  t h e  

w o u n d in g  o r  th e  ta k in g  o f t h e  l i fe  o f  a n o th e r ,  f o r  th e s e  m e a n s



1 9 4 M O N A S T I C S

a re  n o t  su f f ic ie n t t o  p r e v e n t  h a r m  to  i t .  H o n o r  is h a r m e d  b y  

in ju r y ;  b u t  i n ju r y  c a n n o t  b e  p r e v e n te d  b y  t h e  w o u n din g  o r  

k i l l in g  o f t h e  p e rs o n  w h o  in f l ic ts  th e  in ju r y .

2 °  A  d u e l  is  a  p r e a r r a n g e d  s in g le  c o m b a t  w i th  d e a d ly  

w e a p o n s  b e tw e e n  tw o  p e rso n s  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  s e t tl i n g  so m e  

p r iv a te  g r ie v a n c e . A s prearranged, a  d u e l  d i f fe rs  f r o m  a  q u a r 

re l w h ic h  h a s  a  s u d d e n  b e g in n in g ; a s  in te n d e d  to settle a p riva te 

grievance, a  d u e l  is p r i v a te ,  a n d  is d i s t i n c t  f r o m  a  p u b l ic  du e l , 

i.e .,  f r o m  a  d u e l u n d e r ta k e n  o n  p u b l i c  a u t h o r i t y ,  fo r  t h e  c o m 

m o n  g o o d ; v  g ., t h e  d u e l  b e tw e e n  th e  H o r a t i i  a n d  the  C u r ia t i i .

P r i v a te  d u e ls  a re  u n la w fu l  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a re  e n t i r e ly  in 

su f f ic ie n t fe r  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f t h e  e n d  f o r  w h ic h  t h e y  a re  

u s u a l ly  in te n d e d ,  n a m e ly ,  t h e  re p a i r in g  o f i n j u r y  to  h o n o r ,  

a n d  a lso  b e c a u se  in  a  d u e l  p r i v a te  p e rs o n s ,  w i th o u t t h e  f u l 

f i lm e n t of t h e  r e q u i r e d  c o n d i t io n s , a r r o g a te  t o  th em s e lv e s  th e  

c o a c t io n  o f r ig h t  w h ic h  o f i t s  n a tu r e  is  r e s e rv e d  to  th e  p u b l i c  

a u th o r i t y .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. E x p la in  w h y  r ig h t  is t h e  o b je c t  o f  ju s t ic e .

2 . D e f in e : o b je c t iv e  r ig h t , su b je c t iv e  r ig h t, n a tu ra l r ig h t, p o s it iv e  
r ig h t, im m e d ia te  n a tu ra l r ig h t , m e d ia te  n a tu ra l r ig h t , rea l r ig h t , p e rso n a l r ig h t ,  
im m a n e n t  d u t ie s , a n d  p ro p er  c o a c t io n .

3 . E x p la in  w h y  e v e r y  in te l le c tu a l  b e in g , o n d  o n ly  su ch  a b e in g , is th e 
su b je c t  o f d o m in io n , a n d  w h y  m a n  h a s n o  d o m in io n  o ver  h is  l i fe  a n d  m em b ers. 
W h a t  is  t h e  fo u n d a t io n  o f m a n ’s d o m in io n  o v er  ex te rn a l th in g s  ?

4 . W h a t  is im p l ie d  in  th e  u se  o f  a  th in g  ?

5 . E x p la in  w h y  co a c t io n  is n o t  a n  es se n t ia l e le m e n t o f  r ig h t , a n d  w hy  
in  a  w ell-o rd e red  s o c ie ty ,  i t  is o f  i t s  n a tu re  reserv ed  to  th e  p u b lic  a u th o r it y .
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J U S T I C E

961.—  D e fin it io n  o f  j u s t ic e .—  1° J u s t i c e  h a s  tw o  p r i n 

c ip a l  m e a n in g s .

F irs t , ju s t ic e  is u s e d  in  a  g e n e ra l  w a y  t o  s ig n i fy  C h r ist ia n  

s a n c t i t y ,  i .e .,  a c ts  o f a l l  th e  v i r tu e s .  F o r  a c ts  of  a l l  t h e  v i r tu e s  

r e n d e r  th e  w il l c o n fo rm e d  to  i t s  ru le ,  w h ic h  is th e d iv in e  la w . 

B u t  t h a t  is  j u s t  w h ic h  is  c o n fo rm e d  to  i t s  r u le ;  a nd  ju s t ic e  

e f fe c ts  th is  c o n fo rm it y .  H e n c e  a l l  t h e  v i r tu e s  t a k en  t o g e th e r  

m a y  b e  r ig h t ly  c a l le d  ju s t ic e ,  a n d  e a c h  v i r t u e  a  p ar t  o f  ju s t ic e .  

B u t  ju s t ic e  t h u s  u n d e r s to o d  is  j u s t i c e  in  a  m e ta p h or ic a l  s e n s e (1).

Second ly , j u s t ic e ,  in  i t s  sp e c ia l  m e a n in g , is t h a t  c a r d in a l  

v i r t u e  w h ic h  in c l in e s  a  p e rs o n  t o  g iv e  t o  e v e r y o n e  h is  d u e .

I t  is  w i th  ju s t ic e  in  th i s  se n s e  t h a t  w e  a re  a t  p r es e n t  c o n 

c e r n e d .

2 °  J u s t i c e ,  a s  a  c a r d in a l  v i r t u e ,  is  d e f in e d  b y  U lpia n :  

the constan t and perpe tua l w ill  o f  g iv ing  to each one h is  due. I t  

m a y  a lso  b e  d e f in e d :  a v ir tue  w h ich constan tly  inc lin es the 

w ill a lw ays to give to each one h is  due.

E x p la n a t io n  o f  U lp ia n ’s d e f in i t io n ( 1 2) :

a) W il l:  w il l  is u s e d  h e re  to  s ig n i fy  n o t  t h e  f a c u l ty ,  b u t  

t h e  a c t  o f  w il l in g . S in c e  ju s t i c e  is a n  o p e r a t iv e  ha b i t ,  i t  is 

c o r r e c t ly  d e f in e d  in  r e la t io n  t o  a c t ,  f o r  e v e r y  o p er a t i v e  h a b i t  

is  e s s e n t ia l l y  d e s t in e d  f o r  a c t .

b) C onstant, in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  w il l  f i rm ly  p e rs e v e re s  in  

i t s  p e r p e tu a l  p u rp o s e  o f  p r e s e r v in g  ju s t ic e .  H e n c e  c o n s ta n c y  

s ig n if ies  f i rm n e ss  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  w il l. T h e re fore , in  t h e  

d e f in i t io n , c o n s ta n t  w il l  h a s  n o t  t h e  s a m e  s ig n i f ica t io n  as

8

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 5 8 , a . 2 , a d  1.
(2 ) I I - I I ,  q . 5 8 , a . 1.
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p e r p e tu a l  w il l . F o r  ju s t i c e  is  c a l le d  p e r p e tu a l  w i ll  n o t  w i th  

re fe re n c e  to  th e  w il l , b u t  to  t h e  o b je c t .

c) P erpetua l, n o t  in  th e  sen se  t h a t  t h e  a c t  is  o f  p e r p e tu a l  

d u r a t io n ,  b u t  w i th  re fe re n c e  to  t h e  o b je c t ,  in  a s  mu c h  a s  a  

j u s t  m a n  a lw a y s  a n d  in  a l l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  w il ls  t o  giv e  t o  e a c h  

o n e  h is  d u e . A  m a n  w h o  d o e s n o t  a lw a y s  r e n d e r  t o  e ac h  o n e  

h is  d u e  is n o t  ju s t .

d) O f g iving to each one h is  due: t h e  r i g h t  o f a n o th e r  is  th e  

p r o p e r  o b je c t  o f  ju s t i c e .  J u s t i c e  is t h u s  d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  

th e  o th e r  m o ra l  v i r tu e s , w h o se  p r o p e r  o b je c t  is t h e g o o d  o f 

t h e i r  s u b je c t .

T o  g iv e  to  e a c h  o n e  h is  d u e  m a y  a lso  b e  u n d e r s to o d  nega

tively, as  s ig n i fy in g : to in ju re  no one. F o r  a  p e rs o n  w h o  d o es  

n o t  i n ju r e  a n o th e r  is r e g a r d e d  a s  g iv in g  h im  h is  d ue .

9 6 2 . A cts o f j u s t i c e .— J u s t ic e  h a s ,  in  a  c e r ta in  se n se , 

tw o  a c ts :

a) th e  a c t  o f g iv in g  to  e a c h  o n e  h is  d u e ; th is  a c t  h a s r e f e r 

e n c e  to  t h e  e x e c u t io n  o f ju s t i c e ;

h) t h e  a c t  o f  d e te r m in in g ,  i .e ., o f ju d g in g , t h e  e q u al i t y  

a n d  p ro p o r t io n  b e tw e e n  p e rs o n s  a n d  th in g s .  J u s t i c e  is  t h u s  

d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  th e  m o ra l  v i r t u e s ,  w h ic h  a re  c o nc e rn e d  w ith  

th e  re g u la t io n  o f a c ts  a s  th e y  p ro c e e d  f r o m  th e  w ill. I n  o th e r  

w o rd s , ju s t ic e  c o n s is ts  in  a  m e a n  o f r e a l i t y ,  —  w h ic h  is  a t  th e  

sa m e  t im e  a  m e a n  of r e a so n , —  w h e re a s  t h e  o th e r  m o ra l  v i r 

tu e s  c o n s is t  so le ly  in  a  m e a n  o f re a so n .

T h e  a c t  o f j u d g in g  e q u a l i t y  a n d  p ro p o r t io n  is  a n  a ct  o f 

k n o w le d g e . T h e re fo re  i t  is  n o t  th e  p r o p e r  a c t  o f jus t ic e  i ts e l f ,  

b u t  o f  s y n e s is , w h ic h  is  t h e  p a r t  o f p ru d e n c e  w h ic h p ro n o u n c e s  

c o r r e c t  j u d g m e n t .  T h is  ju d g m e n t ,  n e v e r th e le s s ,  p e r ta in s  to  

ju s t i c e  in  a s  m u c h  a s  ju s t ic e  d isp o se s  t h e  w i l l  t o  m o v e  th e  in 

te l le c t  t o  ju d g e  c o r r e c t l y f 1).

9 6 3 . —  S u b jec t iv e  p a r ts o f ju s t ic e .—  1° T h e  s u b je c t iv e  

p a r t s  o f ju s t i c e  a re  th e  d i f f e r e n t sp e c ie s  in to  w h ic h  ju s t ic e  is 

d iv id e d .

(1) I I - I I ,  q. 6 0 , a . 1, a d  1.
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2 °  J u s t i c e  is a  v i r t u e  w h ic h  d i r e c ts  m a n  in  h is  r e la t io n s  

w ith  o th e r  m e n ;  a n d  t h i s  m a y  h a p p e n  in  tw o  w a y s :

f i r s t , a s  r e g a rd s  h is  r e la t io n s  w i th  in d iv id u a l  m e n ;

secondly, a s  re g a r d s  h is  r e la t io n s  w i th  o th e r  m e n  in  g e n e r a l, 

in  a s  m u c h  a s  a  m a n  w h o  s e rv e s  a  c o m m u n i ty  se rv e s  al l  m e n  

w h o  a re  in  th is  c o m m u n i ty .

J u s t ic e  w h ic h  d i r e c ts  m a n  in  h is  r e la t io n s  w ith  th e p o l i t i c a l  

c o m m u n i ty  is c a l le d  general, legal, o r  socia l justice.

J u s t i c e  w h ic h  d i r e c ts  m a n  in  h is  r e la t io n s  w i th  o the r  in 

d iv id u a l  m e n  is c a l le d  pa rt icu la r ju s t i c e  (x).

3 ° J u s t i c e  w h ic h  d i r e c ts  m a n  in  h is  r e la t io n s  w i th a n o th e r  

e i th e r  d ir e c ts  o n e  p r i v a te  p e rs o n  in  h is  r e la t io n s  w i th  a n o th e r  

p r i v a te  p e rs o n , a s  o n e  p a r t  o f t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m u ni ty  w i th  

a n o th e r  p a r t ,  o r  i t  d i r e c ts  t h e  p o l i t ic a l  c o m m u n i ty in  i t s  r e la 

t io n s  w i th  th e  p r i v a te  p e rs o n , a s  t h e  w h o le  w i th  the  p a r t .

J u s t i c e  w h ic h  d i r e c ts  o n e  p r i v a te  p e rs o n  in  h is  r e la t io n  

w i th  a n o th e r  p r i v a te  p e rs o n  is  c a l l e d  com m uta tive ju s t ic e ,  b e 

c a u s e  i t  re g u la te s  m u tu a l  d e a l in g s  o f p r i v a te  p e rs on s , a s  b u y 

in g , se l l in g , a n d  o th e r  com m uta tions.

J u s t ic e  w h ic h  d i r e c ts  t h e  c o m m u n i ty  in  i t s  r e la t io ns  w i th  

t h e  p r i v a te  p e rs o n  is  c a l le d  d istr ibu tive ju s t ic e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  r e g 

u la te s  t h e  d istr ib u tion o f  c o m m o n  g o o d s , a s  h o n o rs  a n d  r e 

w a rd s ,  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e  d ig n i ty  a n d  m e r i ts  o f th e  p e r 

so n s  c o n c e rn e d (1 2).

T h e re fo re  th e  s u b je c t i v e  p a r t s ,  i .e .,  t h e  sp e c ie s, o f ju s t ic e  

a r e  th r e e  in  n u m b e r :  general ju s tic e , com m uta tive  ju stice , a n d  

d istr ibu tive  justice .

964.—  G en eral  j u s t ic e .—  1° A  t h in g  m a y  b e  g e n e ra l  in  

tw o  w a y s  :

f i r s t , b y  p r e d ic a t io n ,  a s  a n im a l  is g e n e r a l  in  r e la t io n  to  

m a n  a n d  h o rs e ; s u c h  a  g e n e ra l  t h i n g  is  e s s e n t ia l ly  th e  s a m e  a s  

t h e  th in g s  o f w h ic h  i t  is  p r e d ic a te d ;

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 5 8 , a . 5  —  I n  E th ic ., 1. V , 11 . 1-3.
(2 ) I I - I I ,  q . 5 8 , a . 7 , a n d  q . 6 1 , a . 1,—  I n  E th ic .,  1, V . 11. 3 -4 .
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secondly, a s  a  u n iv e rs a l  c a u s e  is  g e n e ra l  in  r e la t io n  to  a ll 

i t s  e f fe c ts ;  s u c h  a  g e n e ra l  t h i n g  n e e d  n o t  b e  e s s e nt ia l l y  th e  

s a m e  a s  th e  th in g s  in  r e la t io n  to  w h ic h  i t  is g e n e ra l , j u s t  a s  a  

c a u s e  is n o t  e s s e n t ia l l y  th e  s a m e  a s  i t s  e f fe c ts .

G e n e ra l  ju s t i c e  d ir e c ts  in d iv id u a l  m a n  in  h is  r e la tio n s  w i th  

so c ie ty , a s  th e  p a r t  w i th  th e  w h o le . I n  o th e r  w o rd s, t h e  

p r o p e r  a n d  im m e d ia te  o b je c t  o f g e n e r a l  ju s t ic e  is th e  c o m m o n  

g o o d  o f p o l i t i c a l  s o c ie ty .  M o re o v e r ,  s in c e  t h e  a c ts o f  a l l  t h e  

v i r tu e s  c a n  b e  d i r e c te d  to  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d , ju s t i c e is  g e n e r a l  

n o t  a s  a  p re d ic a te ,  b u t  a s  a  u n iv e r s a l  c a u s e , in  a s m u c h  a s  i t  

d i r e c ts  t h e  a c ts  o f a ll  t h e  v i r tu e s  t o  i ts  o w n  e n d , i .e .,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  

m o v e s  a ll  t h e  a c ts  o f t h e  o th e r  v i r tu e s  b y  i t s  c o m ma n d .

H e n c e  g e n e r a l  ju s t ic e ,  a s  a  sp e c ia l  v i r t u e ,  is  d is tin g u is h e d  

f r o m  th e  o th e r  v i r t u e s  (1) .

S in c e  i t  is  t h e  f u n c t io n  o f la w  to  d i r e c t  t o  t h e  c om m o n  

g o o d , g e n e ra l  ju s t ic e  is  a lso  c a l le d  legal j u s t ic e ,  b e c a u s e  b y  i t  

m a n  c o n fo rm s  w i th  th e  la w  w h ic h  d i r e c ts  t h e  a c ts  o f a l l  t h e  

v i r tu e s  t o  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d (1 2).

G e n e ra l  ju s t i c e  is  a lso  c a l le d  socia l ju s t i c e ,  b e c a u s e  b y  i t  

m a n  is d i r e c te d  t o  th e  w h o le  o f so c ie ty , i .e ., to  th e  e n d  o f  so c ie ty  

a s  a  w h o le .

2 °  G e n e ra l  ju s t i c e  is  a  v i r t u e  w h ic h  p e r fe c ts  t h e  will, 

b e c a u s e  i t  is  ju s t ic e . M o re o v e r ,  s in c e  i t s  p r o p e r  ob je c t  is th e  

c o m m o n  g o o d , i t  is  in  t h e  r u le r  p r in c ip a l l y  a n d  a r ch i te c to n i 

c a l ly , w h e re a s  i t  is  in  h is  s u b je c ts  s e c o n d a r i l y  a nd  a d m in is 

t r a t i v e l y  (3).

3 °  G e n e ra l  ju s t i c e  is d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  o b e d ie n c e  a n d  

p ie ty  to w a r d s  o n e ’s c o u n t r y .

O b e d ie n c e  p ro c e e d s  f r o m  re v e re n c e  to w a r d s  s u p e r io r s (4 5) , 

a n d  i t s  p r o p e r  o b je c t  is a n  im p l ie d  o r  e x p re s s e d * p re c e p t,  i .e .,  

t h e  w il l  o f a  s u p e r io r  m a d e  k n o w n  in  a n y  w a y ( 6).

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 5 8 , a . 6 .
(2 )  I I - I I ,  q . 5 8 , a . 5 .
(3 ) I I - I I ,  q . 5 8 , a . 6 , c.
(4 ) I I - I I ,  q . 1 0 4 , a . 3 , ad  1.
(5 ) I I - I I ,  q . 2 , a . 5 , a d  3 .
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P ie t y  e x te n d s  t o  o u r  c o u n t r y  in  a s  m u c h  as  i t  is  f or  u s  

a  p r in c ip le  o f b e in g , a n d  p a y s  d u t y  a n d  h o m a g e  to  ou r  c o u n 

t r y .

L e g a l  ju s t ic e  e x te n d s  t o  o u r  c o u n t r y ,  i .e .,  to  c iv il  so c ie ty ,  

n o t  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is  f o r  u s  a  p r in c ip le  o f b e in g, b u t  in  a s  

m u c h  a s  i t  is  a  w h o le  o f  w h ic h  t h e  p r i v a te  p e rs o n  is a  p a r t .  

T h e re fo re  i t  is  r e la te d  t o  t h e  g o o d  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y  u n d e r  t h e  

fo rm a l a s p e c t  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d (1) .

965.—  P a r t icu la r  j u s t ic e . —  1° A s w e  h a v e  see n , p a r t i c 

u la r  ju s t i c e  is  d iv id e d  in to  tw o  s p e c ie s :  c o m m u ta t iv e  ju s t i c e  

a n d  d is t r ib u t i v e  ju s t i c e ,

2 °  C o m m u ta t i v e  ju s t i c e  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i v e  ju s t ic e  a re d is 

t i n g u is h e d  f r o m  e a c h  o th e r ,  f i r s t , in  e q u a l i t y ,  i .e .,  in  m e a n , a n d ,  

secondly, in  m a t te r .

a )  I n  m ea n.—  I n  d i s t r i b u t i v e  ju s t ic e ,  s o m e th in g  is g iv e n  

t o  a  p r i v a te  p e rs o n , in  a s  m u c h  a s  w h a t  b e lo n g s  to  th e  w h o le  

is  d u e  t o  th e  p a r t ,  a n d  in  a  q u a n t i t y  t h a t  is p r o p or t io n a te  to  

th e  im p o r ta n c e  of t h e  p o s i t io n  o f  t h e  p a r t  in  r e la tio n  to  t h e  

w h o le . T h e re fo re , in  d i s t r i b u t i v e  ju s t ic e ,  t h e  m e a n is o b s e rv e d  

n o t  a c c o rd in g  to  e q u a l i t y  b e tw e e n  t h i n g  a n d  th in g ,  b u t  d i r e c t ly  

a c c o rd in g  t o  p r o p o r t io n  b e tw e e n  th in g s  a n d  p e rs o n s , in  s u c h  

m a n n e r  t h a t  a s  o n e  p e rs o n  s u rp a ss e s  a n o th e r ,  so  t h e t h i n g  

w h ic h  is g iv e n  t o  th e  f o r m e r  s u rp a s s e s  t h a t  w h ic h  is  g iv e n  t o  

th e  l a t t e r .  H e n c e , in  d i s t r i b u t i v e  ju s t ic e ,  t h e  r e al  m e a n  is  

o b s e rv e d  a c c o rd in g  to  g e o m e tr ic  p r o p o r t io n ,  in  w h ich  e q u a l i t y  

d e p e n d s  n o t  o n  q u a n t i t y ,  b u t  o n  p ro p o r t io n ;  t h u s  w e s a y , 

a c c o rd in g  to  g e o m e tr ic  p r o p o r t io n ,  t h a t  s ix  is  to  fo u r  a s  th r e e  

is  to  tw o .

I n  c o m m u ta t i v e  ju s t ic e ,  t h e  r e a l  m e a n  is o b s e r v e d  ac c o r d 

in g  to  e q u a l i t y  o f t h in g  t o  th in g ,  i .e .,  a c c o rd in g  t o  a r i t h m e t i c  

p r o p o r t io n :  i f  o n e  h u n d r e d  d o l la r s  a r e  o w e d , o n e  h un d r e d  

d o l la rs  m u s t  b e  p a id .  T h is  is  se e n  c h ie f ly  in  b u y ing  a n d  se ll in g , 

in  w h ic h  t h e  n o t io n  o f c o m m u ta t io n  is p r im a r i l y  f o un d ( 1 2).

(1) I I - I I ;  q . 101 , a . 3 , a d  3 .
(2) I I - I I ,  q . 6 1 . a . 2 ,—  I n  E th ic .,  1. V , 11. 5 -7 .
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b) I n  m a tte r.—  T h e  m a t t e r  o f ju s t ic e  is o f tw o  k in d s :  

p ro x im a te  a n d  re m o te .

T h e  p r o x im a te  m a t t e r  o f ju s t ic e  is e x te r n a l  o p e r a t io n ,  

i .e . ,  t h e  u se  o f e x te r n a l  th in g s ,  a s  w h e n  o n e  m a n  ta k e s  f r o m  o r  

r e s to re s  to  a n o th e r  t h a t  w h ic h  is h is ;  o r  o f  p e rs o ns , as  w h e n  

a  m a n  d o e s  a n  in ju r y  t o  t h e  p e rs o n  o f a n o th e r ,  o r  wh e n  h e  

sh o w s  h im  re s p e c t ;  o r  o f w o rk s , a s  w h e n  a  m a n  j u s t ly  e x a c ts  a  

w o rk  f r o m  a n o th e r ,  o r  d o e s a  w o rk  fo r  h im .

T h e  re m o te  m a t t e r  o f ju s t ic e  c o n s is ts  in  th in g s ,  p ers o n s , 

a n d  w o rk s , w h o se  e x te r n a l  o p e r a t io n  is u se .

D is t r i b u t i v e  ju s t ic e  a n d  c o m m u ta t i v e  ju s t i c e  h a v e ,  i t  is 

e v id e n t , t h e  sa m e  re m o te  m a t te r .

D is t r i b u t i v e  ju s t ic e  a n d  c o m m u ta t i v e  ju s t i c e  h a v e  no t  

th e  s a m e  p r o x im a te  m a t te r ,  i .e .,  t h e  sa m e  p r in c ip a l a c t io n s  

b y  w h ic h  w e m a k e  u se  o f p e rso n s , th in g s ,  a n d  w o rk s . F o r  

d is t r i b u t i v e  ju s t ic e  d ir e c ts  d istr ibu tions w h ic h  a re  m a d e  b e 

tw e e n  so c ie ty  a n d  th e  in d iv id u a l  p e rso n , a s  b e tw e e n t h e  w h o le  

a n d  th e  p a r t ,  w h e re a s  c o m m u ta t i v e  ju s t i c e  d i r e c ts  co m m u 

ta tions w h ic h  c a n  ta k e  p la c e  b e tw e e n  tw o  p e rs o n s  (1).

N e v e r th e le s s , i t  s h o u ld  b e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  re m o te 

m a t t e r  o f  d i s t r ib u t i v e  ju s t i c e  is n o t  so  m u c h  q u a n ti t a t i v e  g o o d s  

f o r  d is t r ib u t io n  a s  b u rd e n s ,  h o n o rs , a n d  so c ia l  c o nd i t io n s  in  

g e n e ra l ,  w h ic h  m u s t  b e  g iv e n  to  a l l  a c c o rd in g  t o  d ue  p r o p o r t io n .

3 °  D is t r i b u t i v e  ju s t ic e  e x is ts  p r in c ip a l ly  in  t h e  ru le r  

( g o v e rn m e n t ) ,  a n d  s e c o n d a r i l y  in  s u b je c ts ,  in  a s  m uc h  a s  th e y  

a re  s a t is f ie d  w i th  t h e  j u s t  d is t r i b u t i o n  o f t h e  c o mm o n  g o o d .

N o t e . —  1 ° I n  d i s t r i b u t i v e  ju s t ic e ,  a  p e r s o n ’s c o n d i t io n  

o r  s t a t i o n  is  t a k e n  in to  a c c o u n t  d i r e c t ly  a n d  in  i ts e l f ;  in  c o m 

m u ta t i v e  ju s t ic e , i t  is ta k e n  in to  a c c o u n t  in d i r e c tl y  a s  i t  c a u se s  

a  d iv e r s i t y  o f th in g s ;  v .g ., t h e  s t r ik in g  o f a  p u b li c  o ff ic ia l is a  

g r e a te r  o f fen se  t h a n  t h e  s t r i k in g  o f a  p r i v a te  p e rso n , a n d  

th e re fo re  d e se rv e s  a  g r e a te r  p e n a l t y  t h a n  t h e  l a t t er .  B u t  

p u n is h m e n t  is m e te d  o u t  in  p ro p o r t io n  t o  t h e  i n ju r y d o n e ,  

a n d  th e re fo re  th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  in ju r e d  o f f ic ia l is c o n s id e re d  

o n ly  to  e s t im a te  th e  in ju r y ,  i.e .,  th e  se r io u sn e ss  o f  t h e  o f fen se .

(1) I I - I I ,  q . 6 1 , a . 3.
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n o t  d i r e c t l y  to  e s ta b l is h  e q u a l i t y  b e tw e e n  th e  p e n al t y  a n d  th e  

in ju r y  d o n e . H e n c e  p e n a l t ie s  a r e  m e te d  o u t  a c c o rd ing  to  

e q u a l i t y  o f t h in g  to  th in g ,  a n d  a c c o rd in g  to  c o m m u ta t i v e  

j u s t i c e ^ ) .

2 °  T h e  s in  o p p o s e d  to  d i s t r i b u t i v e  ju s t ic e  is re s p ec t  o f 

p e rso n s .  R e s p e c t  o f  p e rs o n  e x is ts  w h e n  c o n s id e ra t ion  is g iv e n  

n o t  to  t h e  c o n d i t io n s  w h ic h  r e n d e r  a  p e rs o n  w o r th y  o f r e 

c e iv in g  so m e th in g , b u t  to  o th e r  c o n d i t io n s  o f h is  pe rs o n ; v .g .,  

i f  a  p e rs o n  is g iv e n  a  p ro fe s s o rs h ip  n o t  b e c a u s e  h e h a s  su ff i

c ie n t  k n o w le d g e  fo r  th e  p o s i t io n ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  h e  is r ic h ,  o r  

b e c a u se  h e  is a  r e la t iv e  o f h im  w h o  p ro m o te s  h im  to th e  p o s i

t i o n ^ ) .

966. S in s a g a in s t  c o m m u ta t iv e  ju s t ic e . —  1° C o m 

m u ta t i v e  ju s t ic e  d i r e c ts  c o m m u ta t io n s ;  a n d  th e s e  m ay  b e  

v o lu n ta r y  o r  in v o lu n ta r y .

A n  in v o lu n ta r y  c o m m u ta t io n  c o n s is ts  in  a  p e r s o n ’s us in g  

a n o th e r  p e rs o n ’s c h a t t e l ,  p e rs o n , o r  w o rk  a g a in s t  his  w ill.

A  v o lu n ta r y  c o m m u ta t io n  c o n s is ts  in  a  p e rs o n ’s v o lun ta r y  

t r a n s f e r r in g  h is  c h a t t e l  t o  a n o th e r  p e r s o n ( 3).

S in s  a g a in s t  c o m m u ta t i v e  ju s t i c e  a re  f i r s t  d iv id e d  in to  

s in s  c o m m i t te d  in  inv o lu n ta ry  com m uta tions a n d  s in s  c o m 

m i t te d  in  vo lun ta ry com m uta tions.

2 °  S in s  o f in ju s tic e  in  in v o lun ta ry  co m m uta tions.—  I n 

ju s t ic e  in  i n v o lu n ta r y  c o m m u ta t io n s  m a y  b e  c o m m i t ted  b y  

d e e d  a n d  b y  w o rd .

1) I f  in ju stic e  is  com m itted  by deed,

a) o n e ’s n e ig h b o r  is  in ju r e d  in  h is ow n person; a n d  t h u s  

w e h a v e  th e  s in  o f hom ic ide, m u ti la tio n  o f m em bers, a n d  u n ju s t 

im p r iso nm en t;

b) o r  o n e ’s n e ig h b o r  is i n ju r e d  in  a person related to h im : 

if  t h is  p e rs o n  is a  h u s b a n d  o r  w ife , w e  h a v e  th e  s in  o f adu ltery; 

if  th is  p e rs o n  is a  v i rg in  u n d e r  h e r  p a r e n t s ’ c a re , w e  h a v e  th e  1 2 3

(1) I I - I I ,  q . 6 1 , a . 2 , a d  3 .
(2) I I - I I ,  q . 6 3 , a . 1.
(3) I I - I I ,  q . 6 1 , a . 3.
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s in  o f seduction. A d u l te r y  a n d  s e d u c t io n  a re  s in s  o f  lu s t ,  a n d  

a lso  s in s  a g a in s t  ju s t i c e ;

c) o r  o n e ’s n e ig h b o r  is i n ju r e d  in  h is  possessions; a n d  t h u s  

w e  h a v e  th e  s in  o f  the ft, w h ic h  is  th e  ta k in g  o f  w h a t  b e lo n g s  to  

a n o th e r  b y  s te a l th ,  i .e .,  s e c r e t ly ;  o r  robbery, w h ic h  is  t h e  ta k in g  

o f  w h a t  b e lo n g s  to  a n o th e r  o p e n ly  a n d  w i th  v io le n c e.

2 ) I f  i n ju s t ic e  c o m m i t te d  in  i n v o lu n ta r y  c o m m u ta t ion s  

is c o m m i t te d  b y  w ord, i t  is  c o m m i t te d  in  la w s u i t  o r  o u ts id e  o f 

la w s u i t .

a) I f  in ju s t ic e  is c o m m i t te d  in  la w s u i t ,  w e  h a v e

t h e  in ju s tic e  o f  a jud ge w h o  fa ils  in  h is  d u t y  ;

t h e  in ju s tic e  o f  the prosecutor w h o  k n o w in g ly  m a k e s  fa ls e  

a c c u s a t io n ;

t h e  in ju s tic e  o f  the de fendan t w h o  d e fe n d s  h im s e lf  b y  w i th 

h o ld in g  th e  t r u t h  w h e n  h e  is  n o t  a l lo w e d  t o  d o  so , o r  b y  a c 

c u s in g  o th e rs  b y  t h e  u se  o f c a lu m n y ,  o r  b y  re fu s in g t r i a l  b y  t h e  

u se  o f a p p e a l ,  w i th o u t  a  j u s t  c a u s e , o r  b y  d e fe n d ing  o n e se l f  b y  

t h e  u s e  o f v io le n c e  w h e n  j u s t l y  c o n d e m n e d ;

t h e  in ju s tic e  o f  the w itness w h o  g iv e s  fa lse  te s t im o n y ;

th e  in ju s tic e  o f the counsel w h o  k n o w in g ly  d e fe n d s  a n  u n 

j u s t  c a se , o r  u se s  u n la w fu l  m e a n s  in  d e fe n d in g  a  c ase .

b) I f  u n ju s t ic e  is c o m m i t te d  o u ts id e  o f la w s u i t ,  w e  h a v e  

con tum ely;

detraction ; 

ta lebearing; 

derision ; 

curs ing .

C ontum ely c o n s is ts  in  w o rd s  b y  w h ic h  a  p e rs o n  b r in g s  

s o m e th in g  a g a in s t  h is  n e ig h b o r ’s h o n o r  t o  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f 

th e  l a t t e r  o r  o f o th e rs .

D etrac tion c o n s is ts  in  b la c k e n in g  th e  g o o d  n a m e  o f  o n e ’s 

n e ig h b o r  b y  th e  u t t e r a n c e  o f w o rd s  in  h is  a b se n c e .

C o n tu m e ly  a n d  d e t r a c t i o n  a re  d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  e a ch  

o th e r  in  tw o  w a y s .
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F irst, c o n tu m e ly  is  d i r e c t l y  a g a in s t  o n e ’s  n e ig h b o r ’s  hono rT 

w h e re a s  d e t r a c t i o n  is  d i r e c t l y  a g a in s t  h is  good nam e. H o n o r  

p re s u p p o s e s  s u p e r io r i ty  o f  v i r t u e s  in  t h e  p e rs o n  h on o r e d ,  a n d  

c o n s is ts  c h ie f ly  in  th e  externa l testim on y o f  th o s e  w h o  h o n o r  

h im ;  g o o d  n a m e  p re s u p p o s e s  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f v i r t u e s,  w i t h o u t  

a n y  sp e c ia l  s u p e r io r i ty ,  in  h im  w h o  e n jo y s  th e  g o o d n a m e ,  a n d  

c o n s is ts  c h ie f ly  in  th e  g e n e r a l  in te rn a l o p in io n  o f t h e  v i r t u o u s ,  

l i fe  o f a  p e rso n .

Secondly, t h e  c o n tu m e l io u s  p e rs o n  d i f fe rs  f r o m  t h e  d e 

t r a c t o r  in  t h e  m a n n e r  o f h is  u t t e r a n c e :  t h e  f o r m e r  s p e a k s  

o p e n ly ,  w h e re a s  th e  l a t t e r  s p e a k s  s e c re t ly ,  a g a in s t h is  n e ig h b o r

0 ) .

Talebearing (w h is p e r in g )  c o n s is ts  in  s e c r e t ly  s p e a k in g : 

e v il  o f o n e ’s  n e ig h b o r ,  in  o r d e r  t o  d e s t r o y  t r u e  f rie n d s h ip .  

T a le b e a r in g  a n d  d e t r a c t i o n  d i f fe r  n o t  in  m a t t e r ,  b ut  in  e n d  : 

t h e  f o r m e r  in te n d s  t h e  s e v e ra n c e  o f t h e  t ie s  o f f r ie n d sh ip , 

w h e re a s  th e  l a t t e r  is  d i r e c te d  a g a in s t  t h e  good nam e o f a  p e r 

so n  (1 2).

D er is ion is t h e  v ic e  b y  w h ic h  a  p e rs o n , in te n d in g  to  cau se- 

s h a m e  to  h is  n e ig h b o r , m a k e s  k n o w n  in  j e s t  t h e  l a t te r ’s v ic e s .

C ursing c o n s is ts  in  w ish in g  o n e ’s n e ig h b o r  e v i l,  i .e ., b y  

im p r e c a t in g  e v i l  u p o n  h im . T h a t  c u rs in g  b e  u n la w fu l,  a  p e rso n , 

m u s t  im p r e c a te  e v il  a s  s u c h  u p o n  h is  n e ig h b o r ,  b e ing  i n t e n t  

u p o n  th e  e v i l.  I f  a  p e rs o n  d e s i re s  a n o th e r ’s e v i l un d e r  t h e  

a s p e c t o f g o o d , c u rs in g  in  t h i s  c a se  is  la w fu l . I t  is  t h u s  t h a t  

th e  C h u rc h  c u rse s  b y  p ro n o u n c in g  a n a th e m a ( 3).

3 °  S in s  o f in ju s tic e  in  vo lu n ta ry  co m m u ta tio ns.—  T h e  tw o - 

c h ie f  s in s  o f in ju s t ic e  c o m m i t te d  in  v o lu n ta r y  c o m mu ta t io n s .  

are fra ud u lence ( c h e a t in g )  a n d  u su ry .

F raudu lence t a k e s  p la c e  in  b u y in g ,  se l l in g , t r a d in g ,  a n d  

o th e r  s im i la r  b u s in e ss  t r a n s a c t io n s .  A c c o rd in g  t o  Ar is to t le  

a n d  S t.  T h o m a s , buy ing o r  selling is  a  c o m m u ta t io n  o f t h i n g  

fo r  th in g  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f p ro v id in g  th e  n e c e s s i tie s  o f life ..

(1) I I - I I ,  q . 7 3 , a . 1, c .
(2) I I - I I ,  q .  7 5 , a . 1, c .
(3) I I - I I ,  q . 7 6 , a . 1, c .
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T r a d in g ,  i .e .,  b u s in e ss , is t h e  c o m m u ta t io n  o f t h ing  f o r  t h in g  

f o r  th e  sa k e  o f p ro f i t  ( l) .

U sury is a  s in  o f in ju s t ic e  c o m m i t te d  in  lo a n s .

967. I n te g r a n t  p a r ts o f ju s t ic e . —  1° T h e  i n t e g r a n t  

p a r t s  o f ju s t i c e  a re  th o s e  d is p o s i t io n s  o r  p e r fe c t io n s  r e q u i r e d  

f o r  a  p e r fe c t  a c t  o f ju s t i c e .

2 °  T h e  i n te g r a n t  p a r t s  o f ju s t ic e  a re  th e  d o in g  o f g o o d  

a n d  th e  a v o id in g  o f e v i l .

G o o d  a n d  e v i l  m a y  b e  u n d e r s to o d  in  a  g e n e r a l  se n se , a n d  

t h u s  th e  d o in g  o f g o o d  a n d  th e  a v o id in g  o f e v i l  b e lo n g  t o  e v e r y  

v ir tu e .

G o o d  m a y  a lso  b e  c o n s id e re d  as  t h a t  w h ic h  is d u e  to o n e ’s 

n e ig h b o r , a n d  e v il  a s  t h a t  w h ic h  is h u r t f u l  t o  o n e ’s n e ig h b o r .  

I t  is u n d e r  th is  a s p e c t  t h a t  th e  d o in g  o f  g o o d  a n d  th e  a v o id in g  

o f  e v i l a re  th e  in te g r a n t  p a r t s  o f ju s t i c e .  F o r  i t  p e r ta in s  t o  

ju s t ic e  t o  d o  g o o d  u n d e r  th e  a s p e c t  o f w h a t  is d u e  o n e ’s n e ig h 

b o r , a n d  to  a v o id  th e  o p p o s i te  ev il .

T h e s e  tw o  a c ts  a re  th e  i n te g r a n t  p a r t s  o f ju s t i c e ,  f o r  i t  

b e lo n g s  to  ju s t ic e  to  e s ta b l is h  e q u a l i t y  i n  o u r  r e la t io n s  w i th  

o th e rs . M o re o v e r , t h e  p re s e rv in g  o f a  t h in g  a p p e r tain s  to  t h e  

c a u se  w h ic h  e s ta b l i s h e d  t h a t  th in g .  N o w  a  p e rs o n  c on s t i tu te s  

th e  e q u a l i t y  o f ju s t i c e  b y  d o in g  g o o d , i .e . ,  b y  r e nd e r in g  to  a n 

o th e r  h is  d u e , a n d  h e  p re s e rv e s  t h e  e q u a l i t y  o f ju st ic e  a l r e a d y  

e s ta b l i s h e d  b y  d e c l in in g  f r o m  e v i l ,  i .e . ,  b y  d o in g  n o  in ju r y  t o  

h is  n e ig h b o r (1 2).

968. P o te n t ia l  p a r ts o f ju s t ic e . —  1° T h e  p o te n t ia l  

p a r t s  o f  ju s t ic e  a re  th e  v i r t u e s  a n n e x e d  t o  ju s t ic e w h ic h  a re  

d e f ic ie n t in  t h e  p e r f e c t io n  o f t h a t  v i r t u e ,  i .e . ,  wh ic h  d o  n o t  

c o m p le te ly  s a t i s f y  t h e  c o n d i t io n s  w h ic h  d e f in e  i t .

H e n c e  tw o  p o in ts  m u s t  b e  o b s e r v e d  in  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p o 

te n t i a l  p a r t s  o f ju s t ic e :

(1) I I - I I ,  q . 7 7 , a . 4 , c .
(2 ) I I - I I ,  q . 7 9 , a . I .
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a) t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  s o m e th in g  in  c o m m o n  w ith  ju s t i c e ,  in  

v i r t u e  o f w h ic h  th e y  a r e  v i r tu e s  a n n e x e d  t o  ju s t i c e;

b) t h a t  in  so m e  r e s p e c t  th e y  la c k  th e  c o m p le te  p e r fe ct io n  

o f ju s t i c e .

2 °  J u s t i c e  e x p re sse s  a  r e la t io n  o f o n e  m a n  to  a n o the r ,  a n d  

th e re fo re  a ll  v i r t u e s  w h ic h  e x p re ss  th is  r e la t io n  ma y , in  v i r t u e  

o f  t h is  c o m m o n  a s p e c t ,  b e  a n n e x e d  t o  ju s t ic e .

J u s t i c e  c o n s is ts  e s s e n t ia l l y  in  t h e  r e n d e r in g  to  a no th e r  h is  

d u e  a c c o rd in g  to  e q u a l i t y .

T h e re fo re  th e r e  a re  tw o  w a y s  in  w h ic h  a  v i r t u e  m a y  b e  

d e f ic ie n t in  th e  c o m p le te  p e r f e c t io n  o f ju s t ic e :

a) fi r s t , in  a s  m u c h  i t  r e n d e r s  to  a n o th e r  h is  d u e , b u t  n o t  

a c c o rd in g  to  e q u a l i t y ,  i .e .,  b y  b e in g  d e f ic ie n t in  th e  a s p e c t  o f  

e q u a l i t y ;

b) secondly, in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t s  o b je c t  is d e f ic ie n t in  t h e  

a s p e c t o f d e b t.

3 °  T h e  v i r tu e s  a n n e x e d  t o  ju s t i c e  w h ic h  r e n d e r  a n o th e r  

h is  d u e , b u t  n o t  a c c o rd in g  to  e q u a l i t y ,  a re  th e  fo llo w in g :

relig ion to w a r d s  G o d ;

p ie ty to w a r d s  p a r e n ts ;

observance o r  v e n e r a t io n ,  t h e  v i r t u e  b y  w h ic h  w e sh o w  

h o n o r  a n d  r e s p e c t to  p e rs o n s  c o n s t i t u te d  in  d ig n i ty a n d  a u t h o r 

i ty .

4 °  T h e  v i r tu e s  a n n e x e d  t o  j u s t i c e  w h o se  o b je c ts  a r e d e 

f ic ie n t in  th e  a s p e c t  o f  d e b t  a re  th o s e  v i r tu e s  w h ic h  a re  c o n 

c e r n e d  w i th  m ora l debt (d u e ) , n o t  w i th  legal debt.

A  le g a l  d e b t  is  a  debt w hich one is  bound to render in  v ir tue 

o f legal obligation: i t  is  t h e  p r o p e r  o b je c t  o f ju s t i c e .

A  m o ra l  d e b t  is a  debt to w h ich  one is  bound in  accordance 

w ith  the rectitude o f v irtue.

T h e r e  a re  tw o  k in d s  o f  m o ra l  d e b t  :

a) fi r s t , d e b t  w i th o u t  w h ic h  m o ra l  r e c t i t u d e  c a n n o t  b e  

p re s e rv e d ;
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b) secondly, d e b t  w h ic h  is  c o n d u c iv e  t o  g r e a te r  m o ra l  

r e c t i t u d e ,  b u t  w i th o u t  w h ic h  m o r a l  r e c t i t u d e  c a n  b e p re s e rv e d . 

T h e re fo re  th e  v i r tu e s  a n n e x e d  t o  ju s t i c e  w h ic h  a r e  d e f ic ie n t 

in  t h e  a s p e c t o f d e b t  m a y  b e  d iv id e d  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  tw o  d e 

g re e s  o r  k in d s  o f  m o ra l  d e b t.

5 °  A  v i r tu e  a n n e x e d  t o  ju s t ic e  w h ic h  is  c o n c e rn e d  with  

m o ra l  d e b t  w i th o u t  w h ic h  m o ra l  r e c t i t u d e  c a n n o t  b e  p r e s e r v e d  

m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  e i th e r  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  o n e  w h o o w e s  t h e  

d e b t ;  a n d  t h u s  w e  h a v e  tru th fu lness o r  v e r a c i t y ,  t h e  v i r t u e  b y  

w h ic h  a  m a n  in  h is  w o rd s  a n d  d e e d s  sh o w s  h im s e lf  t o h is  n e ig h 

b o r  to  b e  s u c h  a s  h e  re a l l y  is ;

o r  in  r e la t io n  t o  w h o m  th e  d e b t  is d u e , e i th e r  in  go o d  th in g s ,  

a n d  t h u s  w e h a v e  tha n k fu ln ess o r  gratitude ; o r  in  e v i l  t h in g s ,  

a n d  t h u s  w e h a v e  vengeance.

T ha n k fu ln ess o r  gra titude is  t h e  v i r t u e  w h ic h  r e n d e r s  b e n e 

f i t  t o  b e n e fa c to rs ,  i .e .,  w h ic h  re c o m p e n s e s  b e n e f a cto r s  f o r  f a v o rs  

d o n e  b y  th e m .

Vengeance is t h e  v i r tu e  b y  w h ic h  a  m a n ,  in  a c c o rd a n c e  

w i th  a ll  t h e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  o f t h e  c ase , o b s e r v e s  d ue  m e a s u re  

in  a v e n g in g ,  i .e .,  in  m e t in g  o u t  p u n is h m e n t  f o r  in ju r ie s  i n 

f l i c te d .

6 °  T h e  v i r tu e s  a n n e x e d  t o  ju s t i c e  w h ic h  a r e  c o n c e rne d  

w i th  m o ra l  d e b t  w h ic h  is  c o n d u c iv e  t o  g r e a te r  m o ra l r e c t i t u d e ,  

b u t  w i th o u t  w h ic h  m o ra l  r e c t i t u d e  c a n  b e  p re s e rv e d , a re  

l ibera lity  a n d  a ffab ility .

L ibe ra lity is  t h e  v i r t u e  w h ic h  m o d e r a te s  m a n ’s  lo v e  f o r  

r ic h e s  a n d  m a k e s  h im  p a r t  w i th  th e m  e a s i ly  w h e n  r i gh t  re a s o n  

so  d ic ta te s .

A ffa b i l i ty  (p o l i te n e s s , c iv i l i t y ,  h o n e s ty )  is  th e  v i r t u e  w h ich  

e s ta b l i s h e s , in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  pe rs o n s  a n d  

o th e r  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  a g re e a b le  re la t io n s  in  so c ia l  l i fe .

A f fa b i l i ty , t h o u g h  s o m e t im e s  c a l le d  f r ie n d s h ip , is n o t  

f r ie n d s h ip , b u t  o n ly  b e a r s  a  c e r ta in  l ik e n e ss  t o  i t.  A s  a  re s u l t  

o f  a f f a b i l i t y ,  a  p e rs o n  l iv e s  in  c o rd ia l  r e la t io n s  w i th  o th e r s
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n o t  b e c a u s e  h e  w ish es  t h e m  w e ll,  i .e .,  f r o m  b e n e v o le n c e ,  

b u t  o n ly  b e c a u se  th is  is  s u i te d  to  so c ia l  l i f e f1).

9 6 9 . H o m ic id e .—  1° H o m ic id e  is th e  u n ju s t  k i l l i n g  o f  a n  

in n o c e n t  p e rso n .

T h e  k i l l in g  o f a n  in n o c e n t  p e rs o n  is  u n ju s t  w h e n  i t is  w illed ;  

w h e n  i t  is  d o n e  o n  pr iva te  au tho r ity , o r  o n  pu b lic  au tho r ity w i th 

o u t  su f f ic ie n t re a s o n , f o r  c iv i l  so c ie ty , a s  w e  sh al l  see , m a y  

p u t  a  p r i v a te  c i t iz e n  t o  d e a th ,  in  p u n is h m e n t  f o r  a v e r y  g ra v e  

c r im e ; a n d  w h e n  i t  is outs ide the case o f the u n ju s t aggressor, i .e .,  

w hen, a s  w e sa id , the m odera tion  o f a b lam eless defense is  not 

observed.

2 ° H o m ic id e  is g ra v e ly  i l l ic i t ,  a) b e c a u s e  i t  is a n  a r r o g a t io n  

o f  th e  p e r fe c t  d o m in io n  o v e r  m a n  w h ic h  b e lo n g s  to  Go d  a lo n e ;

b) b e c a u s e  i t  is  a n  i n ju r y  t o  s o c ie ty , w h ic h  is  d e p r ive d  o f a  

m e m b e r ;  c) b e c a u s e  i t  is  a n  i n j u r y  to  t h e  p e rs o n  w h o  is k i l le d , 

f o r  h e  h a s  a  r i g h t  to  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f h is  life .

A b o r t io n , w h ic h  c o n s is ts  in  t h e  e je c t io n  o f t h e  im ma tu r e  

f e tu s  f r o m  th e  m o th e r ’s w o m b , is h o m ic id e  in  th e  p ro p e r  sen se  

o f  t h e  te r m ,  a n d  th e re fo re  is  g ra v e ly  i l l ic i t .

9 7 0 . S u i c i d e .—  1° S u ic id e  is  t h e  d i r e c t  a n d  v o lu n tar y  

k i l l in g  o f o n e se lf  o n  o n e ’s o w n  p r i v a te  a u th o r i t y .  V o lu n ta ry : 

p o s i t iv e ly , o r  n e g a t i v e ly  a s  w h e n  a  p e rs o n  re fu s e s  t o  t a k e  a n y  

fo o d  w h a ts o e v e r ;  direct, i .e ., w i l le d  in  i ts e l f ,  a n d  t h u s  is e x 

c lu d e d  in d i r e c t  k i l l in g , w h ic h  ta k e s  p la c e  w h e n  a  pe rso n , f o r  a  

su f f ic ie n t ly  g ra v e  re a s o n , p la c e s  a  c a u se  f r o m  w h ich  d e a th  

r e s u l ts ,  b u t  w a s n o t  in te n d e d ,  a s , f o r  e x a m p le , w h en  a  s o ld ie r  

e x p o se s h im s e lf  t o  d e a th  in  d e fe n se  o f h is  c o u n t r y ; on one ’s 

own au tho rity , fo r ,  o n  G o d ’s a u t h o r i t y ,  a  p e rs o n  is  a l lo w e d  to  

p u t  h im se lf  to  d e a th .

2 °  S e n e c a , E p i c te tu s ,  a n d  M a r c u s  A u re l iu s  in  a n c ie nt  

t im e s , a n d , in  m o d e rn  t im e s , M o n ta ig n e ,  M o n te s q u ie u,  R o u s 

s e a u , H u m e , B e n th a m ,  S c h o p e n h a u e r ,  N ie tz s c h e , H a e c ke l ,  

R e n a n , a n d  o th e rs  h o ld  t h a t  su ic id e  is s o m e t im e s  law fu l.

(1) I I - I I ,  q. 8 0 , a . u n ic u s.



208 M O N A S T I C S

3 °  B u t  i t  is  e v id e n t  t h a t  su ic id e  is u n la w fu l ,  f o r  i t  is , a) 

c o n t r a r y  to  th e  r ig h ts  o f G o d , in  a s  m u c h  a s  m a n  is im m e d ia te ly  

d e s t in e d  f o r  th e  d iv in e  g o o d , a n d  th e re fo re  h a s  n o t p e r f e c t  

d o m in io n  o v e r  h im se lf ;  b) c o n t r a r y  t o  th e  r ig h ts  o f  so c ie ty , 

in  a s  m u c h  as  m a n  is d e s t i n e d  fo r  th e  g o o d  o f s o c iety , a n d  

th e re fo re  m a y  n o t  d e p r iv e  so c ie ty  o f o n e  o f i t s  p a rt s  b y  p u t t i n g  

h im s e lf  to  d e a th ;  c) c o n t r a r y  to  th e  o rd in a n c e  o f th e  n a tu r a l  

la w  w h ic h  re q u ir e s  m a n ’s se l f -p re se rv a t io n .

T h e re fo re  th e  p u b l i c  a u th o r i t y  is  n o t  a l lo w e d  to  c om m a n d  

a  m a n  to  in f l ic t  d e a th  u p o n  h im s e lf ,  n o r  m a y  a  m a n  o b e y  s u c h  

a  c o m m a n d , fo r  th e  p u b l ic  a u t h o r i t y  is n o t  a l lo w e d  to  c o m 

m a n d  a n  a c t  w h ic h  is c o n t r a r y  to  a  p r im a r y  p r e c e p t  o f  t h e  

n a tu r a l  la w .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  G o d  m a y  c o m m a n d  su ic id e , b e c a u s e  th e  

a c t  o f su ic id e  in  th is  c ase  is  d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  d ivin e  g o o d , a n d  

h e n c e  f o r  th e  g o o d  o f t h e  p e rs o n  w h o  in f l i c ts  d e a th u p o n  h im 

self.

T h e  d i r e c t  m u t i l a t i o n  o f o n e ’s o w n  b o d y  h a s  t h e  m a lic e  

o f su ic id e  in  p ro p o r t io n  to  th e  g r a v i t y  o f th e  m u t ila t io n .

971. R el ig io n .—  1° R e l ig io n  m a y  b e  u n d e r s to o d  a s  c o n 

s is t i n g  in  th e  t r u t h s  a n d  d u t ie s  w h ic h  b in d  m a n  to  G o d . I t  

m a y  a lso  b e  u n d e r s to o d  a s  a  m o ra l  v i r tu e .

I t  is  w i th  re l ig io n  a s  a  v i r t u e  t h a t  w e  a re  a t  p r e se n t  c o n 

c e rn e d .

2 °  R e l ig io n , a s  a  v i r tu e ,  is  d e f in e d : the v irtue  by w hich 

m en give to God the reverence and  w orsh ip  due  to H im .

W o rs h ip  is a  te s t im o n y  o f su b m is s io n  in  r e c o g n it io n o f 

t h e  e x ce lle n c e  o f a n o th e r .  D iv ine  w o rsh ip is t h e  te s t im o n y  

a n d  m a r k  o f su b m is s io n  in  r e c o g n it io n  o f  G o d ” s e x cel le n c e , 

o r  i t  is  t h e  s ig n  w h ic h  s ig n if ie s  su b m is s io n  to  G o d a s  th e  s u p re m e  

L o rd .

3 °  R e l ig io n  is  n o t  a  th e o lo g ic a l  v i r t u e ,  b u t  a  m o ral  v i r t u e .  

T h e  p ro p e r  o b je c t  o f t h e  th e o lo g ic a l  v i r t u e s  o f f a it h ,  h o p e ,  a n d  

c h a r i t y  is G o d  H im s e l f ,  w h e re a s  th e  p r o p e r  o b je c t  of re l ig io n
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is  n o t  G o d  H im se l f ,  b u t  t h e  w o rs h ip  d u e  t o  G o d . T h ere fo re  

re l ig io n  is  a  m o ra l  v i r t u e  a n n e x e d  t o  ju s t ic e ,  w h o se  o b je c t  is 

t h a t  w h ic h  is d u e  a n o th e r .

4 °  R e l ig io n  is th e  m o s t  e x c e l le n t o f  t h e  m o ra l  v i r tu e s ,  b e 

c au se  i t  h a s  a  m o re  im m e d ia te  r e la t io n  t o  G o d  t h a n  a n y  o th e r  

m o ra l  v i r t u e ,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  g iv e s  to  G o d  t h e  w o rs h ip  d u e  to  

H im .

N e v e r th e le s s , u n d e r  a  c e r ta in  a s p e c t ,  le g a l ju s t ic e is  m o re  

e x c e l le n t t h a n  re l ig io n .

L e g a l ju s t i c e  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  in  t h e  s u b je c ts  o r  in  t h e  

ru le r .

A s i t  e x is ts  in  t h e  s u b je c ts ,  le g a l  ju s t i c e  d ir e c ts m a n  to  t h e  

c o m m o n  g o o d , a n d  t h u s  i t  is n o t  s u p e r io r  to  re l ig ion , w h ic h  d i 

r e c ts  m a n  to  d iv in e  g o o d .

A s i t  e x is ts  in  th e  ru le r ,  le g a l  ju s t ic e  n o t  o n ly  di r e c ts  m a n  

to  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d , b u t  d i r e c ts  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  t o  d iv in e  

g o o d . T h u s  i t  is m o re  e x c e l le n t  t h a n  re l ig io n , b e c au s e  i t  c o m 

m a n d s  th e  a c ts  o f re lig io n  a n d  r e g u la te s  d iv in e  w o rsh ip .

5 °  A c ts  o f re l ig io n  a re  d is t in g u is h e d  in  v i r t u e  o f t h e i r  

m a t te r ,  i.e .,  in  v i r t u e  o f t h e  th in g s  c o n s e c ra te d  to  t h e  w o rs h ip  

o f G o d .

A  th in g  c o n s e c ra te d  t o  G o d  m a y  b e  e i th e r  a  s p i r i t u al  th in g  

o r  a n  e x te r n a l  th in g .  T h e  s p i r i tu a l  t h in g  s u b m i t te d t o  G o d  

a n d  t o  t h e  w o rsh ip  o f H im  m a y  b e  e i th e r  th e  w il l o r t h e  in 

te l le c t .  I f  i t  is  t h e  w il l, w e  h a v e  devotion, w h ic h  is a  c e r ta in  

a c tu a l  re a d in e ss  t o  d o  w h a t  p e r ta in s  to  d iv in e  w o rsh ip ;  i f  i t  is 

th e  in te l le c t , w e  h a v e  'prayer, w h ic h  is p e t i t i o n  m a d e  t o  G o d  

fo r  b e c o m in g  th in g s .

I f  t h e  th in g  c o n s e c r a te d  t o  G o d  is  a n  e x te r n a l  th ing ,  w e 

h a v e  :

adoration, w h ic h  c o n s is ts  in  th e  e x te r n a l  h u m i l ia t io n  o f 

t h e  b o d y  in  to k e n  o f G o d ’s e x c e l le n c e  a n d  o f o u r  s ub m is s io n  

t o  H im ;
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sacrifice, w h ic h  is t h e  o f fe r in g  o f  a  se n s ib le  th in g  t h r o u g h  

a  re a l  im m o la t io n  b y  a  la w fu l  m in is te r  to  G o d  in  tes t im o n y  

o f H is  s u p re m e  d o m in io n  a n d  o f o u r  s u b je c t io n  to  H im .

6 °  T h e  v ic e s  o p p o s e d  t o  re l ig io n  e i th e r  h a v e  s o m e thin g  

in  c o m m o n  w i th  re lig io n  in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  g iv e  w o rs h ip  to  

G o d , o r  th e y  a re , b y  d e fe c t , m a n i f e s t ly  c o n t r a r y  to re l ig io n .

a) T h e  v ic e  w h ic h  g iv e s  w o rs h ip  t o  G o d  is  su perstition .

S u p e r s t i t io n  is  o p p o se d  t o  re l ig io n  b y  e x ce ss, a n d  is  d e f in e d  : 

the vice by w hich a person offers d iv ine  w o rsh ip  to som eone to 

w hom  it  is  not due, or to God in  an  im p roper m anner.

b) T h e  v ic e  o p p o se d  t o  re l ig io n  b y  d e fe c t  is ir ré lig ion , 

w h ic h  in c lu d e s  tem p ting  o f God, p e r ju ry , sacrilege, a n d  sim on y.

9 7 2 . L y i n g .—  1° P re lim ina r ies.—  a ) A  l ie  m a y  b e  d e 

f in e d  in  r e la t io n  t o  m o ra l  t r u t h ,  i .e ., to  v e r a c i ty,  o f  w h o se  c o n 

c e p t  i t  is  t h e  n e g a t io n .  M o ra l  t r u t h  is th e  con fo rm ity  o f  speech 

w ith  judgm en t. T h e re fo re  a  l ie  im p l ie s  a  d is c o n f o rm i ty  o f  sp e e c h  

w ith  ju d g m e n t .  B u t  th i s  d is c o n f o rm ity  c a n  b e  in v o lun ta r y ;  

a n d , in  th i s  c a se , th e r e  is  n o  l ie , b u t  a n  e r r o r  in sp e e c h , i .e ., a  

fa lse  s ta te m e n t .  I n  o rd e r  t h a t  a  fa lse  s ta t e m e n t  b e a  l ie , i t  

m u s t  b e  vo luntary. T h e re fo re  a  l ie  m a y  b e  d e f in e d : a  sta te

m en t m ade w ith  the in te n t io n  o f sa y ing  w hat is  fa lse .

S ta tem ent m ade, i .e .,  t h e  e n u n c ia t io n  o f a  c o n c e p t  m a d e  

b y  w o rd s , d e e d s , o r  a n y  s ig n , is  t h e  g e n u s  o f t h is  d e f in i t io n ;  

a n d  w ith  the in ten tion  o f say ing  w hat is  fa lse is t h e  d i f f e r e n t ia  

w h ic h  f o r m a l l y  c o n s t i t u te s  a  lie .

b) L ies  a re  essentia lly d iv id e d  in to  l ies  w h ic h  g r e a t ly  

t r a n s c e n d  th e  t r u t h ,  a n d  th e s e  p e r ta in  t o  boasting ; a n d  in to  

l ies  w h ic h  a re  s l ig h t l y  d e f ic ie n t in  t r u t h ,  a n d  th es e  p e r ta i n  to  

irony .

L ie s  a re  a c c id e n ta l ly  d iv id e d  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  e nd  in te n d 

e d , as  i t  in c re a se s  o r  le sse n s  th e  g u i l t  o f a  l ie . G u i l t  is in c re a s e d  

w h e n  h a r m  to  a n o th e r  is in te n d e d  —  pe rn ic ious lie ; is  le sse n e d  

w h e n  so m e  g o o d  o r  a m u s e m e n t  is  in te n d e d  —  jocose lie ; o r  is  

u se fu l  —  officious lie.
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c) C lo se ly  a l l ie d  to  ly in g  a re  s im u la tio n , b y  w h ic h  w e  d e 

c e iv e  o u r  n e ig h b o r  b y  a n  e x te r n a l  s ig n  o r  d e e d ,  a n d hyp ocr isy , 

b y  w h ic h  a  p e rs o n  p r e te n d s  to  b e  o th e r  t h a n  h e  is , a s  w h e n  a  

s in n e r  p r e te n d s  to  b e  a  h o ly  p e rs o n .

d) A c c o rd in g  to  t r a d i t i o n a l  C a th o l ic  te a c h in g ,  a ll  lie s  a r e  

in t r in s ic a l ly  e v i l ,  i .e .,  e s s e n t ia l l y  a t  v a r ia n c e  wi th  t h e  o r d e r  o f  

n a tu r e ,  a n d  o f t h e i r  n a tu r e  e v i l.

I n  a n c ie n t  t im e s , P la to  (x) , O r ig e n , a n d  C a s s ia n  t au g h t  

t h a t  a  l ie  is  s o m e t im e s  la w fu l ;  in  m o d e r n  t im e s , G ro t i u s ( 1 2) 

te a c h e s  t h a t  a  l ie  is la w fu l  u n d e r  th e  fo l lo w in g  c on d i t io n s :  i f  

t h e  p e rs o n  a d d re s s e d  h a s  n o  r i g h t  to  d e m a n d  th e  t r ut h ,  if  h a r m  

is d o n e  t o  n o  o n e , a n d  if  g ra v e  e v i l  c a n  b e  a v e r te d.

M a n y  P r o te s ta n t s ,  a n d  so m e  C a th o l i c s ,  a s  D u b o is ( 3) a n d  

F o n s e g r iv e ( 4), fo l lo w  th e  o p in io n  o f G ro t iu s .

2 0 W e  m a y  n o w  p ro v e  t h e  p r o p o s i t io n  w h ic h  fo l lo w s .

L ie s  are in tr in s ic a lly  evil.

W h a ts o e v e r  is a t  v a r ia n c e  w i th  th e  o rd e r  o f n a t u r e  is in 

t r in s ic a l ly  e v i l.  B u t  l ie s  a re  a t  v a r ia n c e  w i th  t h e o r d e r  o f  

n a tu r e .  T h e re fo re  l ies  a re  in t r in s ic a l l y  e v i l.

T h e  m ajor is s e l f -e v id e n t.

M in o r .—  T o  p u t  a  t h i n g  t o  a  u se  w h ic h  is  c o n t r a r y  to  t h e 

e n d  in te n d e d  b y  n a t u r e  is  a  v a r ia n c e  w i th  t h e  o rd e r o f n a tu r e .  

B u t  th is  is  d o n e  in  ly in g . F o r  a  l ie  is  a  s ta t e m e n t a t  v a r ia n c e  

w ith  t h e  m in d ;  a n d  t h e  e n d  o f a  s t a t e m e n t  (sp e ec h )  is  th e  e x 

p re ss io n  o f t h e  m in d  in  m a n i f e s t in g  i t s  c o n c e p ts  t o o th e r s :  f o r  

w o rd s  a re  th e  s ig n s  o f c o n c e p ts . T h e re fo re .

N o t e . —  1 °  T h e  c o n c e a l in g  o f  t h e  t r u t h  is n o t  th e  s a m e  a s 

ly in g . L y in g  is in t r in s ic a l l y  e v i l ,  w h e re a s  t h e  c o nc e a l in g  o f 

th e  t r u t h  is  la w fu l  i f  a )  th e r e  is  a  su f f ic ie n t ly  gra v e  re a s o n , 

b) a n d  t h e  h e a r e r  h a s  n o  r i g h t  t o  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  t he  t r u t h  

c o n ce a led .

(1 ) D e R e p ., I , c . 3 .
(2 ) D e ju r e  b e l l i  et p a c is , 1, I I I ,  c . 1.
(3 ) U n e th éo r ie  d u  m ensonge.
(4 ) E lém en ts de p h ilo so p h ie , t .  I I ,  p . 17 5 .
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2 °  A l th o u g h  a  lie  is a lw a y s  in t r in s ic a l l y  e v i l ,  i t  is  p e rm is 

s ib le  so m e t im e s  to  u se  equivocation, am phibo logy , a n d  m enta l 

restr iction  in  the w ide sense to  h id e  w h a t  is in  o n e ’s  m in d ,  

p ro v id e d  t h a t  th is  is d o n e  w ith  p r u d e n c e  a n d  f o r  a  su f f ic ie n t 

re a so n .

E q u iv o c a t io n  is th e  use o f a word or s ign  w h ich , according 

to com m on usage, can have two or m ore d iffe ren t m ean ings.

A m p h ib o lo g y  is  a n  am biguous sta tem ent.

M e n ta l  r e s t r i c t io n  is th e  act by w hich a w ord, s ta tem ent, or 

deed is  given, because o f the in te n tio n  o f the speaker, a m ean ing 

other than  i ts  na tu ra l and obvious m ean ing . I f  t h e  m e a n in g  

o f t h e  s ta t e m e n t  c a n n o t  b e  d e te r m in e d  f r o m  th e  c o n te x t  o r  

c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  i t  is c a l le d  pure m enta l restr ic tion ; if , h o w e v e r , 

t h e  s p e a k e r ’s m e a n in g  c a n  b e  k n o w n  f r o m  c i r c u m s ta n ce s ,  s ig n s , 

o r  d e e d s , i t  is  c a l le d  m en ta l restr iction in  a w ide  sense.

P u r e  m e n ta l  r e s t r i c t io n  is a  l ie , a n d  th e r e f o r e  is n e v e r  

p e rm iss ib le .

973. A d u la t io n , q u a rre lin g , avar ice, a n d  p r o d ig a li ty .
—  1 ° A d u la tio n ( f la t te r y )  is o p p o se d  t o  a f f a b i l i t y  b y  e x c e ss , 

a n d  quarre ling is o p p o se d  to  i t  b y  d e f ic ie n c y .

A d u la t io n  is th e  vice by w hich a person is  d isposed  to p lease 

others in  everyth ing, even in  s in .

Q u a rr e l in g  is th e  vice by w hich a person in ten ds  to con

trad ict another, not fr o m  lack o f  tha t love w h ich  un ite s  m in d s 

( th u s  i t  p e r ta in s  t o  d is c o rd  a n d  is  o p p o s e d  t o  f r ien d s h ip ) ,  

but fo r  the pu rpose o f being disagreeable to h im  in conversation 

and o f causing  h im  sadness ( th u s  i t  d e s tr o y s  w h a t  is  d u e  in  h u 

m a n  r e la t io n s , a n d  is  o p p o s e d  t o  a f f a b i l i t y ) .

2 °  P rod iga lity is  o p p o se d  t o  l i b e r a l i t y  b y  e x ce ss, a n d  

avarice is o p p o se d  to  i t  b y  d e f ic ien cy .

P r o d ig a l i t y  is  an  ino rd ina te  passion  fo r  g iv ing  w h ich causes 

a person to m ake expend itu res w ithou t ta k ing  in to  account c ir 

cum stances o f tim e, place, persons, etc.
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A v a r ic e  (c o v e to u s n e s s )  is  an  ino rd in a te  love o f possessions 

or m oney  w hich prevents a person f r o m  g iv ing  when required by 

h is  hu m a n  rela tions to do so.

M a n  is s t r o n g ly  a t t r a c t e d  t o  th e  p o ssess io n  o f w o r ld ly  

g o o d s  b e c a u s e  h e  g r e a t l y  d e s ire s  se l f -su f f ic ie n c y , w h ic h  is  a  

c o n d i t io n  o f h a p p in e s s . H e n c e  a v a r ic e  is  a  c a p i t a l  v ic e , a n d  

e n g e n d e rs  th e  v ic e s  o f treachery, frau d u lenc e , fa lsehood , p e r ju ry , 

restlessness, violence, a n d  in se n s ib il ity  to m ercy if) .

974. E p ik y  or e q u i ty .—  1° E p i k y  (e p ic h e ia )  o r  e q u i ty  

is d e f in e d : that v ir tue  whose object is  the com m on good to be

a tta ined not in  an y  w ay  whatsoever, but by d isregard ing  the com 

m on ru les and  letter o f the law  in  pa r ticu la r  cases in  w h ich  the 

observance o f the law  w ou ld  be evil.

E p ik y  is  n e c e s sa ry  b e c a u s e  h u m a n  a c ts ,  w i th  w h ic h  la w s  

a re  c o n c e rn e d ,  c o n s is t  o f c o n t in g e n t  s in g u la r  a c ts , w h ic h  a re  

in n u m e ra b le  in  t h e i r  d iv e r s i t y ,  a n d  m a k e  im p o s s ib le t h e  i n 

s t i t u t i o n  o f ru le s  o f la w  w h ic h  a re  a p p l i c a b le  to  al l  p a r t i c u la r  

cases. T h e re fo re , w h e n  t h e  o b s e rv a n c e  o f t h e  la w  is c o n t r a r y  

to  th e  e q u a l i t y  o f ju s t ic e  a n d  a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  t h e c o m m o n  

g o o d , m a n  is  b o u n d  to  d is re g a r d  t h e  l e t t e r  o f th e  la w  a n d  to  

d o  w h a t  is  r e q u i re d  b y  ju s t i c e  a n d  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d .

T h e  o b je c t  o f e p ik y  o r  e q u i t y  is th e  q u e s t  o f t h e  co m m o n  

g o o d  n o t  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  l e t t e r  o f t h e  la w , b u t ,  in  d is re g a rd  

o f t h e  l e t t e r  o f t h e  la w , in  c o n f o r m i ty  w i th  h ig h e r p r in c ip le s .

2 °  E p i k y ,  as  is  e v id e n t  f r o m  i t s  p r o p e r  o b je c t ,  is a  s u b 

je c t iv e  p a r t ,  i .e .,  a  sp ec ie s , o f le g a l  ju s t i c e .

H e n c e  le g a l ju s t i c e  in  t h e  g e n e r ic  se n se  h a s  tw o  d iv is io n s :

a) legal ju s tic e  in  the str ic t or specific  sense, w h o se  o b je c t  

is th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  b y  th e  o b s e r v an c e  o f 

th e  l e t t e r  o f th e  la w ;

b) e p ik y o r  e q u i ty ,  w h o se  o b je c t  is  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  th e  

c o m m o n  g o o d  b y  d is re g a r d in g  th e  l e t t e r  o f t h e  la w . S in c e  

e p ik y  see k s  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  b y  c o m p ly in g  w i th  p r in cip le s  1

(1 )  I I - I I ,  q . 118, a. 8.
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w h ic h  a re  s u p e r io r  t o  th e  c o m m o n  p r in c ip le s  o f  t h e  la w , i t  is  

th e  m o re  i m p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f le g a l  ju s t ic e  in  t h e  g e ne r ic  se n se  (*)•

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. D e f in e  ju s t ic e ,  n a m e i t s  tw o  a c ts ,  a n d  d esc r ib e  i t s  s u b je c t iv e  p a r ts .

2 . S ta te  th e  p ro p er  o b je c t  o f  le g a l  ju s t ic e ,  a n d  e xp la in  w h y  g e n e r a l ju s 
t ic e  is c a l le d  le g a l  ju s t ic e .

3 . D is t in g u is h  b e tw e en  th e  m ea n  o f  d is t r ib u t iv e  j u st ic e  a n d  th e  m ea n  o f 
c o m m u ta t iv e  ju s t ic e .

4 . U n d er  w h a t  a sp e c t  a re th e  d o in g  o f g o o d  a n d  th e  a v o id in g  o f ev i l 
in te g r a n t  p a r ts  o f ju s t ic e  ?

5 . D is t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  le g a l d e b t  a n d  m o ra l d e b t .

6 . D e f in e  a  l ie ;  a n d  p r o v e  t h a t  ly in g  is in t r in s ic al ly  e v i l.

7 . D e f in e :  m e n ta l re s t r ic t io n  in  th e  w id e  se n se , a nd  e p ik y  or e q u i ty .

8 . D is t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  e p ik y  a n d  le g a l j u s t ic e  in  th e  sp ec if ic  se n se . 1

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q. 120 , a a . 1 -2 ,—  I n  E th ic .,  1. V . 1. 16 .



A R T I C L E  V

F O R T I T U D E

975. T w o m e a n in g s  o f fo r t i tu d e .—  1° F o r t i t u d e  h a s  

tw o  m e a n in g s  :

a) fi r s t , i t  s ig n if ie s  a  c e r ta in  f i rm n e ss  o f m in d ,  a n d  t h u s  

u n d e r s to o d  is  a  g e n e r a l  v i r t u e ,  o r  r a t h e r  a  c o n d i t io n  o f a n y  

v i r tu e ,  b e c a u s e ,  a s  t h e  P h i lo s o p h e r  s a y s ^ ) ,  f i rm n e ss  a n d  im m o 

b i l i t y  in  o p e ra t io n  a re  re q u is i te s  o f  e v e r y  v i r t u e ;

b) secondly, i t  d e n o te s  f i rm n e ss  o f m in d  in  b e a r in g  a n d  

w a rd in g  off th in g s  in  w h ic h  i t  is  v e r y  d i f f ic u l t  t o b e  f i rm , n a m e 

ly , in  c e r ta in  se r io u s  d a n g e rs .  F o r t i t u d e  in  th i s  sen se  is  a  

s p e c ia l  v i r t u e ,  f o r  i t  h a s  d e te r m in a te  m a t t e r ( 1 2).

2 °  I t  m a y  b e  o b je c te d  t h a t  e v e r y  v i r t u e  im p l ie s  f i rm n e ss  

o f  m in d ,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  t h a t  f o r t i t u d e  is  n o t  a  sp e cia l  v i r t u e ;  

v .g . , a  p e rs o n  p o sse sse d  o f t h e  v i r t u e  o f c h a s t i t y  in  a  h e ro ic  

d e g re e  c a n n o t  b e  in d u c e d  b y  t h e  f e a r  o f a n y  e v i l  t o a c t  in  v io la 

t io n  o f th is  v i r tu e .

I n  r e p ly  t o  th is  o b je c t io n ,  w e  m a y  s ta t e  t h a t  f i rm ne ss  o f 

m in d  is f o u n d  in  v i r t u e s  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  f o r t i t u d e  b ec a u s e  th e y  

s e e k  t h e i r  o w n  p r o p e r  g o o d , w h e re a s  f i rm n e s s  o f m ind  is f o u n d  

in  f o r t i t u d e  b e c a u s e  i t  se e k s  i t s  o w n  s p e c ia l  p ro p er  g o o d , w h ic h  

is  t h e  m o d e r a t io n  o f f e a r  a n d  a u d a c i ty .  H e n c e , w h e n g r e a t  

d a n g e r s  h in d e r  th e  e x e rc ise  o f a  v i r t u e ,  v .g .,  c h a st i t y ,  t h is  v i r t u e  

c o m m a n d s  t h e  m o d e r a t io n  o f f e a r  a n d  a u d a c i t y ,  f o r  th is  is  

n e c e s sa ry  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f i t s  e n d ; b u t  th e  m od e r a t io n  

o f  f e a r  a n d  a u d a c i ty ,  th o u g h  c o m m a n d e d  b y  a n o th e r  vi r t u e ,  

is  a n  a c t  e l ic i te d  b y  f o r t i t u d e  (3).

(1 ) E th ic ., 1 . I I ,  c . 4 .
(2) I I - I I ,  q . 123 , a . 2 . c .
(3 ) I I - I I ,  q . 1 23 , a . 7 , c.
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976. D e f in it io n  o f fo r t i tu d e . —  F o r t i t u d e ,  a s  a  s p e c ia l  

v i r t u e ,  is d e f in e d : a v irtue w hich m oderates the m ovem ents o f  the 

sou l in  d ifficu lties and dangers, and especia lly  in hearing and 

w ard ing  o ff  dangers o f death.

a) V ir tue , b e c a u s e  f o r t i t u d e  m a k e s  a  m a n  b e  a n d  a c t  in  

c o n f o r m i ty  w i th  re a so n , in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  p r e v e n ts  him  f r o m  

tu r n in g  a w a y  f r o m  th e  g o o d  o f re a s o n  b e c a u s e  o f d i ff ic u l t ie s  

a n d  d a n g e rs .

h) W h ich  m oderates the m ovem ents o f  the sou l in  d ifficu lties 

and dangers: th e s e  w o rd s  in d ic a te  th e  s u b je c t ,  t h e  p ro x im a te  

m a t te r ,  a n d  t h e  re m o te  m a t t e r  o f f o r t i t u d e .

T h e  s u b je c t  o f f o r t i t u d e  is  th e  i r a s c ib le  a p p e t i t e , b e c a u s e  

f o r t i t u d e  m o d e ra te s  th e  m o v e m e n ts  o f t h e  so u l in  d if f ic u l t ie s  

a n d  d a n g e r s ,  i .e ., i t  r e g u la te s  f e a r  a n d  a u d a c i t y ,  w h ic h  a r e  th e  

p a ss io n s  o f th e  i ra s c ib le  a p p e t i te .

T h e  p ro x im a te  m a t t e r  o f f o r t i t u d e  is f e a r  to  b e  c u rb e d  

a n d  a u d a c i t y  t o  b e  m o d e r a te d  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  r i gh t  re a s o n  (1) .

T h e  re m o te  m a t t e r  o f f o r t i t u d e  is  a n y th i n g  te r r ib le,  i .e .,  

a n y  d i f f ic u l ty  o r  d a n g e r .

c) E spec ia l ly  in  hearing and  w ard ing  o ff  dangers o f  death: 

th e s e  w o rd s  in d ic a te  th e  a c ts  o f f o r t i t u d e ,  w h ic h  are  su ffe rance 

a n d  ag g ress io n^ ).

S u f fe ra n c e  is  th e  a c t  o f re p re ss in g  fe a r .

A g g re ss io n  is th e  a c t  o f m o d e r a t in g  a u d a c i ty .

B u t ,  s in c e  i t  is  m o re  d i f f ic u l t  to  r e p re s s  f e a r  t h an  to  m o d 

e r a te  a u d a c i ty ,  t h e  p r in c ip a l  a c t  0 1  f o r t i t u d e  is  s u f fe ra n c e , 

i .e .,  t h e  a c t  o f  s ta n d in g  im m o v a b le  in  th e  m id s t  o f d a n g e r s ( 1 2 3).

N o t e .—  1° F o r t i t u d e  is c h ie f ly  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  d a n g e r s  

o c c u r r in g  in  a  j u s t  p r i v a te  o r  g e n e ra l  w a r (4). T h is is  so  b e c a u s e ,  

in  a  j u s t  g e n e ra l  w a r ,  d a n g e rs  a re  u n d e rg o n e  fo r  t he  c o m m o n  

g o o d ; a n d ,  in  a  j u s t  p r i v a te  w a r , d a n g e rs  a re  u n d e rg o n e  b e c a u s e  

o f so m e  v i r tu e ,  a s  ju s t ic e ,  c h a s t i t y ,  o r  f a i t h ;  v .g.,  w h e n  a  ju d g e .

(1) I I - I I ,  q . 12 3 , a . 3.
(2 ) I I - I I ,  q . 12 3 , a. 4 , c.
(3 )  I I - I I ,  q . 10 3 , a . 6 , c . a n d  a d  1.
(4 ) I I - I I ,  q . 1 0 3 , a . 5 .
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o r  e v e n  a  p r i v a te  p e rs o n , d o e s  n o t  r e f r a in  f r o m  g ivin g  a  j u s t  

j u d g m e n t  b e c a u se  o f f e a r  o f im p e n d in g  d e a th ;  w h e n  a v ir g in  

e x p o se s  h e rs e l f  to  th e  d a n g e r  o f d e a th  f o r  t h e  p r e se r v a t io n  o f 

h e r  v i r g in i t y ;  w h e n  a  C h r is t ia n  su f fe rs  m a r ty r d o m  fo r  t h e  

s a k e  o f h is  f a i th .

2 °  O th e r  d a n g e rs  o f d e a th ,  s u c h  a s  th o s e  a r is in g  f ro m  s ic k 

n e ss , s to r m s  a t  se a , a t t a c k s  f r o m  r o b b e rs ,  a n d  th e  l ik e , a re  

n o t  d i r e c t l y  a n d  of th e m s e lv e s  th e  m a t t e r  o f f o r t i tu d e ,  f o r  th e y  

d o  n o t  c o m e  u p o n  a  m a n  b e c a u s e  o f h is  p u r s u i t  o f som e  g o o d . 

N e v e r th e le s s , t h e y  c a n  b e c o m e  th e  m a t t e r  o f f o r t i t ud e ,  —  a n d  

t h u s  t h e y  p e r ta in  in  a  s e c o n d a ry  w a y  to  f o r t i t u d e ,  —  f r o m  th e  

e n d  o f t h e  a g e n t,  t h a t  is , w h e n  th e  a g e n t  a c c e p ts  or  su f fe rs  

th e m  fo r  th e  s a k e  o f so m e  v i r t u e ;  v .g .,  w h e n  a  p e rso n  a t t e n d s  

a  f r ie n d  su f fe r in g  f r o m  a n  in fe c t io u s  d ise a se , o r  un d e r ta k e s  a  

d a n g e r o u s  v o y a g e  in  th e  in te r e s t  o f  re l ig io n  ( ') .

3 °  M a r ty r d o m ,  b y  w h ic h  a  p e rs o n  re m a in s  f i rm  in  t r ut h  

a n d  ju s t ic e  a g a in s t  t h e  a t t a c k s  o f h is  p e rs e c u to rs , is th e  g r e a t 

e s t  a c t  o f f o r t i t u d e  (1 2).

977. V ices o p p osed  to  fo r t i tu d e .—  1° S in c e  f o r t i t u d e  

is  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  a c ts  o f f e a r  a n d  a u d a c i ty ,  i t  is  p o ss ib le  to  s in  

a g a in s t  f o r t i tu d e  b y  f e a r  a n d  b y  a u d a c i ty .

2 °  F r o m  th e  p o in t  o f v ie w  o f  fe a r ,  im m odera te fe a r is  o p 

p o s e d  t o  f o r t i t u d e  b y  d e f ic ie n c y , a n d  fea r lessness is o p p o s e d  

t o  i t  b y  ex cess.

I m m o d e r a te  f e a r  is t h e  vice w h ich causes a person to refuse 

to  expose h im se lf  to danger, even fo r  a  reasonable cause.

F e a r le ss n e ss  is th e  vice w h ich  causes a person not to fe a r , 

even w hen there is  a reasonable cause fo r  fea r .

3 °  F r o m  th e  p o in t  o f v ie w  o f  a u d a c i t y ,  im m odera te audac

i ty  is  o p p o se d  t o  f o r t i t u d e  b y  e x c e ss , a n d  lack o f aud ac ity is 

o p p o s e d  to  i t  b y  d e f ic ien c y .

(1 ) Ib id e m .
(2 ) I I - I I ,  q . 1 2 4 .
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I m m o d e r a te  a u d a c i t y  is  t h e  vice w h ich  causes a -person to 

th rust h im se lf  in to  danger w ithou t ta k in g  counsel and  w ithou t 

reason.

L a c k  o f a u d a c i t y  is t h e  vice w hich prevents a person who 

has taken  counsel fr o m  fa c in g  danger and f r o m  steadfastness in 

execution.

A  p e rs o n  u s u a l l y  la c k s  a u d a c i t y  b e c a u s e  o f  f e a r  w h ic h  

m i l i t a te s  a g a in s t  h is  s te a d f a s tn e s s  in  p u rp o s e . T h er e f o r e  la c k  

o f a u d a c i t y  is  n o t  a  v ic e  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  fe a r . N e v e rth e le s s ,  

w h e n  a  p e rs o n  is  la c k in g  in  a u d a c i ty ,  n o t  in  c o n se qu e n c e  o f  

fe a r ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f a  la c k  o f h o p e , i .e ., b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  n o  h o p e  

o f su c c ess , i t  is p ro b a b le  t h a t  in  th is  c a se  th e r e  is a  s p e c ia l  v ic e  

o p p o se d  to  a u d a c i t y  b y  d e f ic ien cy . T h is  v ic e  is  c a lle d  c o w a r 

d ice .

978. I n te g r a n t  a n d  p o te n t ial  p a r ts  o f fo r t i tu d e .—  1°
F o r t i t u d e  h a s  n o  s u b je c t iv e  p a r t s ,  i .e .,  is n o t  d ivid e d  in to  s p e 

c i f ic a l ly  d is t in c t  v i r tu e s .  F o r  f o r t i t u d e  is  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  v e r y  

sp e c ia l  m a t t e r ,  n a m e ly , d a n g e r s  o f d e a th ,  a l l  o f  w hic h , t h o u g h  

d if fe r in g  in  d e g re e , a re  f o r m a l l y  t h e  sa m e .

I t  h a s ,  h o w e v e r , i n t e g r a n t  a n d  p o te n t ia l  p a r ts .

2 °  T h e  in te g r a n t  p a r t s  o f f o r t i t u d e  a r e  th o s e  d is p os i t io n s  

w h ic h  c o n c u r  in  t h e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  a  p e r f e c t  a c t  o f  f o r t i t u d e .

T h e  a c ts  o f f o r t i t u d e  a re  tw o  in  n u m b e r :  s u f f e ra n c e a n d  

a g g re ss io n .

1) T h e r e  a re  tw o  re q u i r e m e n ts  f o r  a n  a c t  o f a g g re ssio n :

a) re a d in e s s  t o  u n d e rg o  d a n g e r s ;  a n d  th i s  is p r o v id e d b y  

confidence o r  m a g n an im ity ;

b) v ig o ro u sn e ss  in  th e  e x e c u t io n  o f w h a t  o n e  h a s  c o n fid e n t

ly  b e g u n  ; a n d  th is  is p ro v id e d  b y  m agnificence.

2 ) T h e r e  a re  a lso  tw o  r e q u i r e m e n ts  f o r  a n  a c t  o f s uf fe ra n c e :

a) t h a t  a  p e r s o n ’s c o u ra g e  (a n im u s )  b e  n o t  w e a k e n e d  an d  

le sse n e d  b y  t h e  s tr e s s  o f im p e n d in g  e v i l ;  a n d  th is  is p ro v id e d  

b y  patience;
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b) t h a t  a  p e rs o n  b e c o m e  n o t  w e a r ie d  t o  t h e  p o in t  o f y ie ld 

in g  as  a  r e s u l t  o f p ro lo n g e d  b e a r in g  o f h a r d s h ip ;  an d  th is  is  

p ro v id e d  b y  'perseverance.

H e n c e  th e r e  a re  f o u r  i n t e g r a n t  p a r t s  o f f o r t i t u d e :  m ag

n a n im ity , m agnificence, pa tience, a n d  perseverance.

3 °  T h e  p o te n t ia l  p a r t s  o f  f o r t i t u d e  a r e  v i r tu e s  a n ne x e d  

t o  f o r t i t u d e ,  b u t  w h ic h  h a v e  n o t  th e  fu l l  p e r f e c t ion  o f f o r t i t u d e .

M a g n a n im i ty ,  m a g n i f ic e n c e ,  p a t ie n c e ,  a n d  p e rs e v e ra nc e , 

w h e n  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  d a n g e r s  o f  d e a th ,  c o n c u r ,  a s  i t is e v id e n t ,  

in  th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f a  p e r f e c t  a c t  o f f o r t i t u d e ,  a nd  th e re fo re  

a re  th e  in te g r a n t  p a r t s  o f  f o r t i t u d e .  W h e n  th e s e  v ir t u e s  a r e  

c o n c e rn e d  w i th  le sse r  d a n g e r s , t h e y  h a v e  n o t  t h e  ful l  p e r f e c 

t i o n  o f  f o r t i t u d e ,  b u t  h a v e  a  c e r ta in  l ik e n e ss  t o  it .  T h e re fo re ,  

u n d e r  th is  a s p e c t ,  t h e y  a re  t h e  p o te n t ia l  p a r t s  o f f o r t i t u d e  C1).

979. M a g n a n im it y .—  M a g n a n im i t y ,  in  i t s  e ty m o lo g y ,  

s ig n i f ie s  g re a tn e s s  o f m in d .  B u t  a  m in d  is g r e a t  o nly  w h e n  i t  

a s p ir e s  t o  g r e a t  th in g s ,  p la n s  g r e a t  th in g s ,  h a s  e ste e m  fo r  g r e a t  

th in g s ,  a n d  n e g le c ts  l i t t l e  th in g s  a n d  re g a rd s  th e m a s  w o r th 

less .

H e n c e  m a g n a n im i ty  m a y  b e  d e f in e d :  a v irtue w hich tends, 

in  every genus o f the v irtues, to great deeds w orthy o f great honor.

a) Tends to great deeds: t h is  is  i n d ic a te d  b y  t h e  t e r m  m a g 

n a n im i ty .

b) I n  every genus o f the v irtues: b e c a u s e  th e r e  is n o th in g  

t r u l y  g r e a t  in  h u m a n  th in g s  e x c e p t  v i r t u e ,  w h ic h  m ak e s  m a n  

a b s o lu te ly  g o o d . T h e  w o rk s  o f v i r t u e  a re  n o t  a l l  e qu a l :  so m e  

a r e  o r d in a r y  a n d  tr i f l in g , a n d  o th e r s  a r e  g r e a t  a n d lo f ty .

E v e r y  v i r t u e ,  a s  p e r f e c t ,  t e n d s  t o  w h a t  is g r e a t  in i t s  o w n  

o r d e r  u n d e r  th e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  w o r th in e s s w h ic h  i t  

h a s  f r o m  i t s  n a tu r e ;  v .g . , t h e  v i r t u e  o f a b s t in e n c e,  a s  p e r fe c t , 

t e n d s  to  g r e a t  f a s t in g  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  w o r th in e s s  p ro p e r  t o  

a b s t i n e n c e . M a g n a n im i ty  t e n d s  t o  w h a t  is  g r e a t  u n d er  t h e  

a s p e c t  o f  w h a t  is g r e a t  a n d  d i f f ic u l t ,  a n d  th e r e f o re  i t  is d is -

(1 )  I I - I I ,  q . 1 28 , a . u n ic u s.
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t i n g u is h e d , in  v i r t u e  o f i ts  fo rm a l o b je c t ,  f r o m  the  o th e r  v i r 

t u e s ^ ) .

c) W orthy  o f  great honor: f o r  g r e a t  d e e d s  o f v i r t u e  d e s e rv e  

g r e a t  h o n o r  f r o m  b o th  G o d  a n d  m e n . H e n c e  g r e a t  h o n or  is 

t h e  r e m o te  m a t t e r  o f  m a g n a n im i ty ;  a n d  t h e  d e s i re  f or  h o n o r  

is i t s  p ro x im a te  m a t t e r  (1 2) . I n d e e d ,  m a g n a n im i t y  m o d if ie s  

th e  a p p e t i t e  in  a  sp e c ia l  w a y , so  t h a t  n o  p e rs o n  m ay  d e s ir e  

h o n o rs  w h ic h  a re  g r e a te r  o r  less  t h a n  a re  b e c o m in g  to  h im .

N o t e .—  M a g n a n im i ty  e n g e n d e rs  tw o  th in g s :  c r e d u l i t y  

in  r e g a r d  to  t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f e v i l  a n d  to  th e  a t t a i nm e n t  o f  g o o d , 

a n d  h o p e  o f a c c o m p l is h m e n t.  F o r  m a g n a n im i t y  m a k e s  a 

m a n  b e l ie v e  t h a t  h e  c a n  d o  w h a t  is d i f f ic u l t ,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  i t  

p r o d u c e s  in  h im  a  d e s ire  fo r  d i f f ic u l t  g o o d s . H e n c e confidence, 

w h ic h  is  s t r e n g th  o f h o p e  r e s u l t in g  f r o m  a  c o n s id e ra t io n  w h ic h  

g iv e s  a  p e rs o n  a  s t ro n g  o p in io n  t h a t  h e  w il l  o b ta in a  c e r ta in  

g o o d , p e r ta in s  t o  m a g n a n im i t y ( 3).

980. C h ara c te r is t ics  o f m a g n a n im o u s  p e r so n s .—  1°
T h e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f m a g n a n im o u s  p e rso n s  m a y  b e  co n s id e r 

e d  in  r e la t io n  t o  th e  m a t t e r  o f t h e  v i r tu e s ,  t o  h u ma n  a c ts ,  t o  

t h e  d is p o s i t io n s  o f t h e  m a g n a n im o u s , a n d  t o  e x te r n al  th in g s .

2 °  I n  rela tion to the m atter o f the v ir tues.—  E x te r n a l  d a n g e r s ,  

fa v o rs , a n d  h o n o rs  c o n s t i t u te  th e  m a t t e r  o f t h e  v i rtu e s .

1) A s re g a rd s  d a n g e rs ,  w h ic h  a re  th e  m a t t e r  o f f o r ti t u d e ,  

th e  m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  h a s  tw o  c h a r a c te r is t ic s .

a) The m a gn a n im o u s person does not expose h im se lf  to 

dangers fo r  tr iv ia l reasons, nor is  he a lover o f  danger. T h e  

m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n , h o w e v e r , w il l  e x p o se  h im s e lf  to a n y  

d a n g e rs  w h a ts o e v e r  w h e n  s o m e th in g  g r e a t  is in v o lv e d, a s  th e  

c o m m o n  s a f e ty ,  ju s t ic e ,  d iv in e  w o rs h ip , a n d  th e  l ike .

b) The m agn an im ou s person, in  exposing  h im se lf  to dangers, 

does so w ith  vehemence, and  hence m akes no effort to spa re  h is

(1) I I - I I ,  q . 12 9 , a . 4 , a d  1.
(2) I I - I I ,  q . 1 2 9 , aa . 1 a n d  2 .
(3) I I - I I ,  q . 1 2 9 , a . 6 .
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l ife . H e  c o n s id e rs  t h a t  i t  is m o re  w o r th y  to  o b ta in  g r e at  g o o d s  

b y  h is  d e a th  t h a n  to  w ish  t o  l iv e .

2 ) I n  r e la t io n  to  f a v o rs ,  t h e  m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  h as  

f iv e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s .

a) The m agn an im ou s person is  ever ready to bestow favors 

on others, but is  slow  to accept them  f r o m  others. H e  w h o  g iv e s  

is g r e a te r  th e n  h e  w h o  re c e iv e s .

b) I f  the m ag n a n im o u s person receives favo rs, he ever str ives 

to re tu rn  greater favo rs. T h is ,  in d e e d , p e r ta in s  t o  g r e a tn e s s  o f 

m in d .

c) The m a gn an im ou s person is  o f  such d ispo sit ion  tha t he 

takes delight in  do ing favo rs, but w ith  reluctance receives favo rs. 

A  p e rs o n  w h o  re c e iv e s  f a v o rs  is  n o t  so  g r e a t  a s  h e  w h o  b e s to w s  

th e m .

d) The m a g n an im ou s person  f in d s  delight in  hearing o f favors 

w hich he has bestowed on others, but not in  hearing o f favo rs o f 

w hich he is  the rec ip ien t. H e  p re fe rs  to  g iv e  t h a n  t o  re c e iv e .

e) The m ag na n im ou s person  does not easily  allow  h is neede 

to be know n , fo r  he has no desire to ask  fo r  an y th in g  or to receive 

an y th in g  f r o m  anybody. H e  is  e v e r  r e a d y  t o  d o  f a v o rs  f o r  

o th e rs .

3 ) I n  r e la t io n  to  h o n o rs ,  t h e  m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  h as  o n e  

c h a r a c te r i s t i c .

The m a gn an im o us  person show s h im se lf  to be great to those 

who are possessed o f h igh  office and  the goods o f fo r tu n e , but shows 

a cer ta in  m odera tion  tow ards o rd in a ry  persons by not d is p la y 

ing  h is  greatness to them . T h e r e  a r e  tw o  re a so n s  f o r  th is .

F irst, th e  m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  te n d s  to  w h a t  is d i f f ic u l t 

a n d  a rd u o u s .  T o  s u r p a s s  g r e a t  m e n  in  g o o d n e ss  is d if f ic u l t  

a n d  n o b le ,  w h e re a s  t o  s u r p a s s  o r d in a r y  p e rs o n s  in  th is  re s p e c t  

is e a s y .

Second ly, to  b e  e s te e m e d  b y  g r e a t  m e n  is a  s ig n  o f m a n 

l in ess  o f m in d ,  w h e re a s  to  b e  e s te e m e d  b y  p e rs o n s  of  lo w  

s ta t i o n  is a  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  o f  p e rs o n s  w h o  a re  t r o ub le s o m e  to  

o th e rs .
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3 °  I n  rela tion to h u m a n  acts.—  A  p e r s o n ’s h u m a n  a c ts  

m a y  h a v e  re la t io n  to  h im s e lf  o r  to  o th e rs .

1) A s h u m a n  a c ts  h a v e  r e la t io n  to  o n e se lf ,  t h e  m a g na n i 

m o u s  p e rs o n  h a s  o n e  c h a r a c te r is t ic .

The m agn an im ou s person is  qu iet, i .e .,  d o e s  n o t  e n g a g e  

in  m a n y  e n te r p r is e s ,  and  is  slow , i .e ., d o e s  n o t  e a s i l y  b e c o m e  

in v o lv e d  in  n e w  e n te r p r is e s .  T h is  is  so  b e c a u s e  t h e m a g 

n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  c o n fin e s  h im se lf  t o  a c ts  w h ic h  a r e  d e s t in e d  

fo r  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f g r e a t  h o n o r  a n d  f o r  th e  a c c o mp l is h m e n t  

o f g r e a t  d e e d s . A n d  a c ts  o f th is  k in d  a re  fe w  in  n um b e r .

2 ) A s h u m a n  a c ts  h a v e  re la t io n  t o  o th e r s ,  t h e  c h a r ac te r 

is t ic s  o f t h e  m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  p e r ta i n  e i th e r  to  t r u t h  o r  to  

d e l ig h t f o u n d  in  th e  c o m p a n y  o f o th e rs .

A s re g a r d s  t r u t h ,  t h e  m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  h a s  f o u r  ch a r 

a c te r is t i c s .

a )  The m agn an im ou s person p la in ly  shows h im se lf  to be 

a fr ie n d  or an  enem y. I t  is  a s  a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f f e a r ,  w h ic h  is 

in c o m p a t ib le  w i th  m a g n a n im i ty ,  t h a t  a  p e rs o n  h id e s  h is  lo v e  

o r  h a t r e d .

b) The m ag na n im ou s person places greater va lue on  tru th 

than  on the o p in io n s  o f m en. T h e  o p in io n s  o f  m e n  c a n n o t  i n 

d u c e  h im  to  n e g le c t  v i r t u o u s  a c ts .

c) The m a gn a n im o u s person speaks and  acts open ly . T h is  

is so  b e c a u s e  h e  d o e s  n o t  e s te e m  o th e r s  b e y o n d  t h e ir  d u e . 

H e n c e  h e  is  n o t  in f lu e n c e d  b y  fe a r  o f o th e r s  t o  h ide  h is  w o rd s  

o r  d e e d s .

d) The m a gn a n im ou s person is  ever tr u th fu l in  h is  words. 

I t  m a y  h a p p e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  h e  w il l  s p e a k  i r o n ic a lly  in  t h e  

c o m p a n y  o f o th e r s ;  b u t  h e  w il l d o  so  o n ly  fo r  t h e i r a m u s e m e n t .

A s r e g a rd s  d e l ig h t f o u n d  in  th e  c o m p a n y  o f  o th e rs ,  t h e  

m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  h a s  o n e  c h a r a c te r is t ic .

The m agn an im ou s person shows no read iness to live in  the 

co m pany o f persons other than  fr ie n d s . A  p e rs o n  w h o  is  f a m i l ia r  

w i th  e v e r y b o d y  is  a  p e rso n  o f se rv i le  m in d .
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4 °  I n  rela tion to the d isp o sitio n s  o f  the m a gn an im ou s. — 

U n d e r  th is  a s p e c t,  t h e  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f t h e  m a g n an im o u s  

p e rs o n  a re  p ro p e r t ie s  o f h e a r t  a n d  p r o p e r t ie s  o f spe e c h .

1) T h e  m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  is c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  tw o  qu a l i t ie s  

o f h e a r t .

a )  The m agn an im ou s person show s no read iness to adm ire. 

O n ly  g r e a t  th in g s  a re  w o r th y  o f a d m i r a t io n .  B u t  a n y e x te r n a l  

e v e n t  w h a ts o e v e r  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  g r e a t  t o  t h e  m a g n an im o u s  

p e rs o n , f o r  h is  w h o le  l ife  is  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  in te r na l  g o o d s , w h ic h  

a re  t r u l y  g re a t.

b) The m a gn an im o us  person gives little thought to evils he has 

suffered. F o r ,  f i r s t , t h e  m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  is  n o t  m u c h  in 

c l in e d  t o  a d m i r a t io n .  M o re o v e r ,  w e  u s u a l l y  r e m e m b e r o n ly  

th o s e  th in g s  w h ic h  w e  a d m ire  f o r  t h e i r  g re a tn e s s .  Second ly, 

i t  is  e sp e c ia l ly  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  o f t h e  m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  t o  

fo r g e t in ju r ie s  h e  h a s  su f fe re d , in  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  re g a r d s  th e m  

a s  e v i ls  w h ic h  c a n n o t  le ssen  h is  g r e a tn e s s .

2 ) T h e  m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  is  a lso  c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  tw o  

q u a l i t i e s  o f sp ee ch .

a ) The m a gn an im o u s person does not speak  m uch  o f h im 

se lf or o f others.

T h e  m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  d o e s  n o t  p la c e  m u c h  v a lu e  o n 

p a r t i c u la r  h u m a n  g o o d s , b u t  is  w h o l ly  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  d iv in e  

a n d  c o m m o n  g o o d s .

b) T he m a gn an im o us  person neither com p la ins nor m u rm u rs 

when he lacks li fe ’s necessities, nor does he ask  that he be su p p lie d 

w ith  them . C o m p la in t  a n d  e n t r e a t y  o f t h i s  k in d  m a n i f e s t  

sm a l ln e ss  o f so u l s u c h  a s  c h a r a c te r iz e s  p e rs o n s  w h o re g a rd  

l i fe ’s n e c e s s i t ie s  a s  g r e a t  th in g s .

5 °  I n  rela tion  to exte rna l th in g s .—  U n d e r  th is  a s p e c t ,  t h e  

c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f t h e  m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  a re  tw o  in  n u m b e r :  

o n e  in  r e g a r d  t o  e x te r n a l  p o sse ss io n s , a n d  t h e  o th er  in  r e g a r d  

to  m o v e m e n ts  o f t h e  b o d y .

o ) The m a gn a n im o u s person is  m ore in terested in  the pos

session o f unp roductive  goods w h ich  can bring h im  honor th an
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in  the possession o f u se fu l goods w hich can bring him  riches. 

A  m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  is se l f -su f f ic ie n t, a n d  h e n c e  d o e s  n o t  

n e e d  to  b e  e n r ic h e d  by  g o o d s  w h ic h  a re  p r o d u c t i v e  of w e a lth .

b) The m agn an im ou s person acts s low ly, and  is  dem ure  in 

h is w ords and  speech. T h e  m a g n a n im o u s  p e rs o n  is  i n t e n t  o n  

d o in g  o n ly  a  fe w  th in g s , a n d  is  n o t  c o n te n t io u s .  S ha rp n e s s  

o f w o rd s  a n d  r a p id i t y  o f sp e e c h  p e r ta in  t o  p e rs o n s  p ro n e  to  

c o n t e n t i o n ^ .

981. V ices op p osed  to  m a g n a n im ity .—  1° T h e  v ic e s  

o p p o se d  t o  m a g n a n im i ty  a re  f o u r  in  n u m b e r ,  o f w h ic h th r e e  

a re  o p p o se d  t o  i t  b y  e x ce ss, a n d  o n e  b y  d e f ic ie n c y .

T h e  fo l lo w in g  v ic e s  a re  o p p o s e d  to  m a g n a n im i t y  b y  ex c e ss :

p resum p tio n , w h ic h  h a s  re la t io n  t o  w o rk s ;

am bition , w h ic h  h a s  r e la t io n  to  h o n o r ;

vaing lory, w h ic h  h a s  re la t io n  to  f a m e  a n d  o p in io n .

T h e  v ic e  o p p o s e d  to  m a g n a n im i ty  b y  d e f ic ie n c y  is  p u s i l 

la n im ity .

2 ° a) P r e s u m p t io n  is the vice w h ich causes a person to under

take to do w hat is  beyond h is  pow ers(1 2).

b) A m b it io n  is an  ino rd in a te  desire fo r  honor. H o n o r  d e 

n o te s  re v e re n c e  sh o w n  to  a  p e rs o n  in  te s t im o n y  o f his  e x c e l

le n ce , a s  th e  o f fe r in g  o f t i t l e s  o f o ffice o r  r a n k .

c) V a in g lo ry  is an  ino rd ina te  desire fo r  fa m e  and  pra ise .

F a m e  c o n s is ts  in  o p in io n  a n d  p ra is e ,  a n d  is d is t in gu is h e d  

f ro m  h o n o r ,  o f  w h ic h  i t  is  a n  ç f fe c t  a n d  t h e  e n d . Th e re fo re  

a m b i t io n  a n d  v a in g lo r y  a re  d is t in g u is h e d  b y  t h e i r  ob je c ts .

d) P u s i l l a n im i ty  is the vice w hich causes a person to fa i l  to 

a ttem p t deeds w h ich  are com m ensura te w ith  h is  na tu ra l powers.

A  p e rso n  is  p u s i l la n im o u s  b e c a u s e  h e  d o e s  n o t  r e g a rd  h im 

se lf  w o r th y  o f th in g s  o f w h ic h  h e  is w o r th y .  T h is  ha p p e n s  

b e c a u se  h e  is  ig n o r a n t  o f h is  c o n d i t io n  o r  q u a l i f i ca t io n s . T h is

(1 ) I n  E th ic ,  1. IV , 1, 10.
(2 ) I I - I I ,  q .  13 0 , a. 1.
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ig n o ra n c e  is n o t  a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f s tu p id i t y ,  b e c a u se  th e  s tu p id  

a re  n o t  w o r th ie r  t h a n  h e , b u t  is a  r e s u l t  o f la z in es s :  p u s i l l a n i 

m o u s  p e rs o n s  re fu se  t o  e n g a g e  in  g r e a t  u n d e r ta k in g s w h ic h  

a re  c o m p a t ib le  w i th  t h e i r  s t a t i o n ( l).

9 8 2 . M a gn if icen ce .—  1° M a g n if ic e n c e , a s  th e  e ty m o l 

o g y  o f t h e  te r m  in d ic a te s , c o n s is ts  in  do ing great th ings. H e n c e  

th e  d o in g  o f g r e a t  th in g s  p e r ta in s  to  m a g n if ic e n c e .

The act o f do ing ( fa c e re ) m a y  b e  u n d e r s to o d  in  tw o  se n se s :

a) in  its  general and w ide sense, i t  s ig n if ie s  a n y  a c t io n ,  

t r a n s i t i v e  o r  im m a n e n t .

b) in  its  p roper sense, i t  s ig n if ie s  t r a n s i t i v e  a c t io n  e x e rc ise d  

u p o n  e x te rn a )  m a t te r ,  a s  t h e  b u i ld in g  o f a  h o u s e  a nd  o th e r  

w o rk s  o f se rv i le  a r t ,  w h ic h  a re  p r o p e r ly  c a l le d  p r od u c ts  ( f a c t ib i l ia ) .

2 °  M a g n if ic e n c e , c o n s id e re d  a s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  ac t  

o f d o in g  in  th e  w id e  sen se  o f t h e  te r m ,  is n o t  a  s pe c ia l  v i r t u e ,  

b u t  r a t h e r  a  c o n d i t io n  o f e v e r y  v i r t u e ;  f o r  e v e r y  vi r t u e ,  a s  p e r 

fe c t , te n d s  to  w h a t  is  g r e a t  in  i t s  o w n  o rd e r .

M a g n if ic e n c e , c o n s id e re d  a s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  d o in g  in th e  

p ro p e r  sen se  o f th e  te r m ,  is a  s p e c ia l  v i r t u e ,  f o r  i t  is  c o n c e rn e d  

w ith  sp e c ia l  m a t te r ,  i .e .,  w i th  g r e a t  p r o d u c ts  ( m a gn u m  fa c -  

t ib i le ) ;  in  o th e r  w o rd s , i t  is d e s t in e d  fo r  t h e  p r od u c t io n  o f 

g re a t  w o rk s .

3 °  M a g n if ic e n c e , a s  a  s p e c ia l  v i r t u e ,  m a y  b e  d e f in ed : 

the v irtue  w hich inc l ine s a m a n  to do great w orks at great and 

proportionate cost, as dem anded by r igh t reason.

T h e r e  a re  tw o  p o in ts  t o  b e  n o te d  in  r e g a r d  to  th is  d e f in i 

t io n .

a) S in c e  th e  d o in g  o f g r e a t  w o rk s  is n o t  p o ss ib le  w i th o u t  

g r e a t  e x p e n d i tu re s ,  a b u n d a n c e  o f m o n e y  a n d  lo v e  o f a b u n d a n c e  

o f m o n e y  c o n s t i t u te  th e  m a t t e r  w i th  w h ic h  m a g n i f ic en c e  is 

c o n c e rn e d .

b) M a g n if ic e n c e  is  n o t  t h e  s a m e  a s  l ib e r a l i ty .

I (1) I n  E th ic ,.  1 . I V ,  1. I I ,  n . 7 8 6 .
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I n  v i r t u e  o f l i b e r a l i ty ,  a  m a n  s p e n d s  m o n e y  in  g i f t- g iv in g ;  

i n  v i r t u e  o f m a g n if ic e n c e , a  m a n  s p e n d s  la rg e  s u m s  o f m o n e y  

o n  e x te r n a l  w o rk s , b u t  n o t  u n d e r  t h e  a s p e c t  o f g i f t,  b u t  r a t h e r  

u n d e r  t h e  a s p e c t  o f w h a t  is  g r e a t  a n d  d i f f ic u l t .  H en c e  l ib e r a l 

i t y ,  a s  a  v i r t u e  a n n e x e d  t o  ju s t ic e ,  re s id e s  in  t h e w i l l , w h e re a s  

m a g n if ic e n c e , a s  a  v i r t u e  a n n e x e d  to  f o r t i t u d e ,  re sid e s  in  t h e  

i r a s c ib le  a p p e t i te .

983. V ices o p p o sed  to  m a g n if ic e n c e .—  T h e r e  a r e  tw o  

v ic e s  o p p o se d  t o  m a g n if ic e n c e  : o n e  b y  d e fe c t ,  c a l le d  'pa rsim ony ; 

a n d  o n e  b y  ex cess, c a l le d  w astefu lness.

P a r s im o n y  is  the vice w hich causes a person to in te n d  to 

sp e n d  less than  h is  w ork is  worth, and th us  to f a i l to observe due 

p roportion  between h is  expend itu re and h is  w o rk (l ).

H e n c e  t h e  p a rs im o n io u s  p e rs o n  is  p r in c ip a l l y  c o n c e rn e d  

w i th  sm a l ln e ss  o f e x p e n se s , a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  in te n ds  to  p ro d u c e  

w h a t  is  sm a l l ,  t h a t  is  t o  s a y , h e  d o e s  n o t  s h r in k  fr o m  p r o d u c in g  

a  l i t t l e  w o rk , p ro v id e d  t h a t  th e  c o s t o f i t  is s m a ll .  T h e  m a g 

n i f ic e n t m a n , o n  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  is p r im a r i l y  c o n c e rne d  w i th  t h e  

g re a tn e s s  o f h is  w o rk , a n d  o n ly  s e c o n d a r i l y  w i th  t he  g r e a tn e s s  

o f  t h e  e x p e n se , w h ic h  h e  d o e s  n o t  s h ir k ,  in  o r d e r  th a t  h e  m a y  

p r o d u c e  a  g r e a t  w o r k ( 1 2 3) . T h u s  i t  is e v id e n t  t h at  p a r s im o n y  is 

o p p o s e d  to  m a g n if ic e n c e  b y  d e f ic ie n c y .

W a s te fu ln e ss  is the vice w hich causes a person to spend 

m ore than  is  p roportionate to h is w o rk if) .

984. P a t ie n c e .—  P a t ie n c e  is  d e f in e d : the v ir tue  w hich 

m oderates sadness resu lting  fr o m  o rd ina ry  evils by strengthen ing 

the  sou l aga inst succum b ing  to it.

P a t ie n c e  s t r e n g th e n s  a g a in s t  o r d in a r y  e v ils , b u t  n ot  a g a in s t  

d a n g e r s  o f d e a th ,  f o r  d a n g e r s  o f d e a th  c o n s t i t u te  th e  p r o p e r  

m a t t e r  o f f o r t i tu d e .

T h e  p r im a ry a c t  o f  p a t ie n c e  is  t h e  a c t  o f  m o d e r a t in g  th e  

s a d n e s s  a n d  a f f l ic t io n  o f so u l  w h ic h  r e s u l t  f r o m  p re s e n t  e v i ls ;

(1) I I - I I ,  q . 1 3 5 , a . 2.
(2 ) I I - I I ,  q . 1 3 5 , a . 1.
(3) I I - I I ,  q . 1 3 5 , a . 2.
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a n d  i t s  secondary a c t  is th e  a c t  o f so  m o d e r a t in g  e x te r n a l  a c t io n s  

t h a t  th e y  m a y  m a n if e s t  in te r n a l  m o d e r a t io n .

985. V ices op p osed  to  p a t ie n c e .—- T h e r e  a r e  tw o  v ic e s  

o p p o s e d  to  p a t ie n c e :  o n e  b y  d e f ic ie n c y , c a l le d  in se n s ib i l i ty 

( la c k  o f fe e lin g )  ; a n d  th e  o th e r  b y  e x c e ss , c a l le d im pa tience .

I n s e n s ib i l i t y  is  the vice w h ich  prevents a person f r o m  being 

in  an y  w ay  moved by personal evils or by evils su ffe red by others.

T h is  v ic e  is n o t  c o n s e n ta n e o u s  w i th  h u m a n  n a tu r e  o r w i th  

so c ia l  l ife . I t  re se m b le s  b r u te  s to l i d i t y  a n d  in h u ma n  h a r d 

ness.

I m p a t ie n c e  is the vice w hich causes a person to be u n d u ly 

sad because o f evils, or to give u p  do ing  good as a resu lt o f  sadness 

or sorrow.

986. C o n s id e ra t io n s fo r  a c q u ir e m e n t  o f p a t ie n c e .—
B o th  n a tu r a l  a n d  s u p e r n a tu r a l  p a t ie n c e  a re  v e r y  n e ce s s a ry  

in  th e  l i fe  o f a  C h r is t ia n .  I n  o u r  e f fo r ts  t o  a c q u ir e  th i s  v i r t u e ,  

i t  w il l b e  h e lp fu l  t o  u s  t o  c o n s id e r :

a) t h e  p a t ie n c e  o f G o d  in  t o l e r a t i n g  s in n e r s ;

b) t h e  p a t ie n c e  o f C h r is t  in  d y in g  f o r  u s ;

c) th e  p a t ie n c e  o f  t h e  S a in ts ;

d) t h e  re w a r d s  o f  p a t ie n c e  in  th is  l i fe  a n d  in  t h e  n ex t :  

s a t i s f a c t io n  f o r  o u r  s in s  in  t h i s  l i fe , a n d  e te r n a l g lo r y  in  th e  l ife  

to  c o m e ;

e) d e l iv e ra n c e  f r o m  th e  p u n is h m e n ts  o f H e l l  a n d  o f P ur g a 

to r y ;

/ )  t h e  e v i ls  o f im p a t ie n c e :  lo ss  o f  t h e  m e r i ts  o f pa t ie n c e ;  

in c re a se  r a t h e r  t h a n  d e c re a se  o f e v i l ;  t o r t u r e  w h ich  is a  g r e a te r  

e v i l  t h a n  t h e  e v i l  w h ic h  c a u se s  i t ;  la p se  in to  o th er  s in s (1).

987. P ersev era nce.—  P e r s e v e r a n c e  is d e f in e d : the v irtue 

w hich moves a person to choose and  to resolve to pers is t in  do ing

(1 ) B i l l u a r t , S u m m a  S a n c ti  T ho m ae, t .  V , D is se r t . I I ,  a . V , p . 14 9 , 
(P a lm é ) .

9
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good w orks to the end o f l ife , in  con fo rm ity  w ith  the d ic ta tes o f 

r igh t reason, and  no tw ithstand ing  the annoyance a ttendan t u p o n 

the long du ra tion  o f these works.

P e rs e v e ra n c e  d i f fe rs  f r o m  p a t ie n c e  a n d  c o n s ta n c y .

P a t ie n c e  s t r e n g th e n s  t h e  so u l  a g a in s t  s a d n e s s  a r is in g  f r o m  

p r e s e n t  e v ils .

C o n s ta n c y  g iv e s  t h e  so u l  s t r e n g th  t o  f i rm ly  p e r s i s t in  

d o in g  g o o d  in  th e  fa c e  o f t h e  s p e c ia l  d i f f i c u l ty  w hic h  a r is e s  f r o m  

e x te r n a l  o b s ta c le s .

P e rs e v e ra n c e  g iv e s  t h e  so u l  s t r e n g th  to  p e r s is t  in  d o in g  

g o o d  in  t h e  fa c e  o f t h e  sp e c ia l  d i f f ic u l ty  w h ic h  r es u l ts  f r o m  th e  

lo n g  d u r a t io n  o f th is  w o rk .

988. V ices o p p osed  to  p e rsev era n ce .—  T h e r e  a r e  tw o  

v ic e s  o p p o s e d  t o  p e rs e v e ra n c e :  o n e  b y  d e f ic ie n c y , ca l le d  m ol

li t ie s (so f tn e s s )  ; a n d  th e  o th e r  b y  e x ce ss, c a l l e d  p ertin ac ity .

M o l l i t ie s  is  the vice w h ich  causes a  person  to give u p  easily , 

contrary to the d ictates o f  conscience, a  good w o rk because o f the 

difficu lties w hich occur in  h is  con tin u ing  in  it.

P e r t i n a c i t y  is  the vice w hich causes a person  to persevere in  a 

good w ork undertaken  by h im  fo r  a longer tim e th a n  the d ictates 

o f reason perm it.

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. U n d er  w h a t  a sp e c t  is  f irm n ess o f  m in d  g iv e n  b y  (a) a n y  v ir tu e , (b ) 
fo r t it u d e  ?

2 . D e f in e  fo r t it u d e , n a m e i t s  ch ie f  a c t  a n d  it s  in te g r a n t  p a r ts , a n d  s ta te 
w h en  it s  in te g r a n t  p a r ts  a re a lso  i t s  p o te n t ia l  p a rts . 3 4

3 . D e f in e :  m a g n a n im ity , a m b it io n , p re su m p t io n , v a ing lo r y , m a g n if i
ce n c e  a s a  s p e c ia l v ir tu e , p a t ie n c e , a n d  p e rsev e ra nce .

4 . W h en  is m a g n if ic en ce  a  c o n d it io n  o f  e v e r y  v ir tu e ?



A R T I C L E  V I

T E M P E R A N C E

989. D e f in it io n  o f te m p e r a n c e .—  T e m p e r a n c e ,  in  i t s  

e ty m o lo g y , s ig n if ie s  a  c e r ta in  s u i ta b le  p r o p o r t io n , i .e . ,  m o d 

e r a t io n ,  a n d  h a s  a  tw o fo ld  a c c e p ta t i o n :

a) in  i ts  w ide  m ean ing , i t  s ig n i f ie s  t h a t  m o d e r a t io n  r e 

q u i r e d  b y  re a s o n  in  a n y  m o ra l  m a t t e r ;  a n d  th is  is  co m m o n  t °  

e v e r y  m o ra l  v i r t u e ;

b) in  i ts  str ic t m ean ing , i t  s ig n if ie s  m o d e r a t io n  in  a n y  

m a t t e r  w h ic h  g r e a t l y  a t t r a c t s  t h e  a p p e t i t e .

U n d e r  t h e  se c o n d  a s p e c t ,  te m p e r a n c e  is  a  sp e c ia l  v ir t u e  

a n d  a lso  a  c a r d in a l  v i r t u e ,  a n d  is  d e f in e d :  the v irtue w h ich m od 

erates the appetite in  regard to the p leasu res o f  touch.

T h e  fo l lo w in g  o b s e r v a t io n s  re g a r d in g  th i s  d e f in i t ion  s h o u ld  

b e  n o te d .

a ) T h e  s u b je c t  o f  t e m p e r a n c e  is  t h e  c o n c u p is c ib le  ap p e 

t i t e ,  n o t  t h e  i r a s c ib le  a p p e t i t e ,  w h ic h  is  t h e  s u b je c t  o f f o r t i t u d e :  

fo r  te m p e r a n c e  is c o n c e rn e d  w i th  c o n c u p is c e n c e s  a n d p le a s 

u r e s ^ ) .

b) B o d i ly  a n d  se n s ib le  g o o d s  a re  n o t  o f th e m s e lv e s  re 

p u g n a n t  t o  re a s o n , b u t  r a t h e r  a r e  in s t r u m e n ts  fo r  go o d . T h e y  

a re  r e p u g n a n t  t o  re a s o n  in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  a r e  d e s ir e d  im 

m o d e r a te l y  a n d  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  o rd e r  o f re a s o n . B e ca u s e  

te m p e r a n c e  m o d e r a te s  th e  a p p e t i t e  in  r e g a r d  t o  g o o ds  o f  t h e  

sen se s, i t  is c h ie f ly  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  p a ss io n s  wh ic h  t e n d  

to w a r d s  se n s ib le  g o o d s , a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  w i th  t h e  so r ro w s  

w h ic h  r e s u l t  f r o m  th e  a b se n c e  o f  t h e s e  g o o d s . 1

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 1 41 , a a . 1-3.
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c) T e m p e r a n c e  is p r im a r ily  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  p le a s u re s  o f 

t o u c h ,  a n d  seconda rily a n d  in  consequence w i th  p le a s u re s  o f th e  

o th e r  sen se s , e sp e c ia l ly  o f t h e  sen se  o f t a s t e ^ ) .

T e m p e ra n c e  is  c h ie f ly  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  p le a s u re s  to w ar d s  

w h ic h  i t  is  m o s t  in c l in e d  b y  n a tu r e ,  j u s t  a s  f o r t i tu d e  is  c h ie f ly  

c o n c e rn e d  w i th  f e a r  a n d  a u d a c i t y  in  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  gr e a te s t  o f 

d a n g e r s , w h ic h  a re  d a n g e r s  o f d e a th .  N o w  th e  p le a s ure s  t o 

w a rd s  w h ic h  n a tu r e  h a s  th e  g r e a te s t  te n d e n c y  a r e  p le a s u re s  

w h ic h  r e s u l t  f r o m  th e  m o s t  n a t u r a l  o p e r a t io n s ,  n a m ely ,  f r o m  

th o s e  o p e r a t io n s  w h ic h  p re s e rv e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  in d iv id u a l  

b y  m e a n s  o f fo o d  a n d  d r in k ,  a n d  th e  n a t u r e  o f t h e  sp ec ie s  b y  

th e  u n io n  o f t h e  sex es. B u t  t h e  p le a s u re s  wrh ic h  a re  e sse n 

t i a l l y  a n n e x e d  t o  t h e  u se  o f fo o d  a n d  t o  se x u a l  a c ts  r e s u l t  f r o m  

th e  sen se  o f t o u c h ;  a n d  t h e  p le a s u re s  o f t h e  o th e r  sen ses , 

v iz .,  o f s ig h t,  h e a r in g ,  sm e l l , a n d  e sp e c ia l l y  t a s te ,  a re  a n n e x e d  

in  a  s e c o n d a ry  w a y  t o  t h e  u se  o f fo o d  a n d  t o  se x u a l a c ts  in  

a s  m u c h  a s  th e y  in c re a s e  t h e  p le a s u re  o f to u c h  in  th e  u s e  o f 

fo o d  a n d  in  t h e  a c ts  o f se x u a l  r e la t io n s .  H e n c e  te mp e r a n c e  is 

c h ie f ly  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  p le a s u re s  o f t o u c h ,  a n d  o n ly  a s  a  

c o n se q u e n c e  w i th  t h e  p le a s u re s  o f t h e  o th e r  se n s e s ; a n d  o f th e  

l a t t e r  i t  is  m o s t  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  p le a s u re  o f  t as t e .

990. T he ru le  o f  tem p er a n c e  is  d e p e n d e n t  o n  th e  n e 
c e ss i t ie s  o f th is  l i fe .—  1° T h e  e n d  is th e  ru le  o f  w h a te v e r  is 

d i r e c te d  t o  t h e  e n d .

2 °  T h e  n e c e ss i t ie s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  l i fe  a re  t h e  ru le o f t e m 

p e ra n c e , n o t  in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  n e c e s s i t ie s  o f  t h e  pr e s e n t  l i fe  

a r e  th e  e n d  o f  tem perance, —  th is  e n d  is  h a p p in e s s ,  —  b u t  in  

a s  m u c h  a s  th e  n e c e s s i t ie s  o f t h is  l i fe  a r e  t h e  e n d o f those th ings 

o f w hich tem perance m akes use. H e n c e , w h e n  w e  s a y  t h a t  th e  

n e c e ss i t ie s  o f t h is  l i fe  a r e  th e  ru le  o f  t e m p e r a n c e,  w e m e a n  n o t  

t h a t  t h e y  a re  t h e  ru le  o f te m p e r a n c e  i ts e l f ,  b u t  r at h e r  t h a t  

th e y  a re  th e  ru le  o f th e s e  th in g s  o f w h ic h  t e m p e r a nc e  m a k e s  

u se .

3 °  T h e  n e c e ss i t ie s  o f t h is  l i fe  m a y  b e  u n d e r s to o d  in  tw o  

w a y s : 1

(1) I I - I I ,  q . 14 1 , aa . 2 -4 .
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a) fi r s t , t h e y  m a y  b e  u n d e r s to o d  in  th e  sen se  in  w h ic h  w e 

a p p ly  t h e  t e r m  necessary t o  t h a t  w i th o u t  w h ic h  a  th in g  c a n n o t  

e x is t ;  v .g ., t h u s  fo o d  is  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  a n  a n im a l ;

b) secondly, t h e y  m a y  s ig n i fy  th o s e  th in g s  w i th o u t  w h ic h  

life  c a n n o t  b e  l i v e d  in  a  b e c o m in g  m a n n e r .

T h e  t e r m  necessities is  u n d e r s to o d  a t  p r e s e n t  in  t h e  tw o  

m e a n in g s  w e h a v e  g iv e n  t o  i t .

S o m e  th in g s  a re  a  h in d r a n c e  t o  h e a l t h  a n d  to  th e  s ou n d  

c o n d i t io n  o f th e  b o d y ;  a n d  o f s u c h  th in g s  th e  t e m p er a te  m a n  

m a k e s  n o  u se  w h a ts o e v e r , f o r  t o  d o  so  w o u ld  b e  a  s in  a g a in s t  

te m p e ra n c e .

O th e r  th in g s  a re  n o t  a  h in d r a n c e  to  h e a l th  a n d  to  th e  

s o u n d  c o n d i t io n  o f t h e  b o d y ;  a n d  th e s e  th in g s  th e  te m p e r a te  

p e rs o n  u ses  in  m o d e r a t io n ,  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  c i r c um s ta n c e s  o f 

p la c e  a n d  t im e , a n d  o f t h e  p e rs o n s  a m o n g  w h o m  h e  l iv e s .

4 °  I n  th e  l ig h t  o f t h e  fo r e g o in g  o b s e r v a t io n s ,  w e  ma y  

e a s i ly  p ro v e  t h a t  th e  r u le  o f te m p e r a n c e  is  d e p e n d en t  o n  th e  

n e c e s s i t ie s  o f th is  l i fe . F o r  th e  ru le  o f th in g s  w hic h  a re  d i r e c te d  

t o  a n  e n d  is d e r iv e d  f r o m  t h a t  e n d . B u t  a l l  p le a s u ra b le  o b 

je c ts  w h ic h  a re  a v a i la b le  f o r  m a n ,  a n d  w i th  w h ic h  te m p e r a n c e  

is  c o n c e rn e d ,  h a v e  th e  n e c e s s i t ie s  o f th is  li fe  a s  t h e i r  e n d . 

T h e re fo re  te m p e r a n c e  ta k e s  th e  n e c e s s i t ie s  o f t h is  l i fe  as*  t h e  

ru le  o f  t h e  p le a s u ra b le  o b je c ts  w h ic h  i t  u se s , a n d  u se s  th e m  

o n ly  in  so  f a r  a s  th e y  a re  r e q u i r e d  fo r  t h e  n e c e s s it ie s  o f t h is  

l ifeC ).

991. V ices op p o sed  to  te m p e r a n c e .—  T h e re  a r e  tw o  

v ic e s  o p p o s e d  to  te m p e r a n c e :  o n e  b y  d e f ic ien c y , c a lle d  in sen 

s ib i l i ty  or s tu p o r ;  a n d  t h e  o th e r  b y  e x c e ss , c a l le d  in tem perance.

I n s e n s ib i l i t y  o r  s t u p o r  is  the vice w hich causes a person so 

to sh u n  p leasures o f the senses, and  especia lly  o f  taste and  touch, 

tha t he is  un w ill in g  to m ake the use o f them  w hen they are 

dicta ted by right reason. 1

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 141 , a . 6 .
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I n te m p e r a n c e  is the vice w hich causes a person to desire 

pleasures o f the senses w hen, where, or in  a m an ne r fo rb id d en 

by r igh t reason, or in  excess o f w hat r igh t reason d ictates.

9 9 2 . I n te g r a n t  p a r ts o f  te m p e r a n c e .—  T h e  in te g r a n t  

p a r t s  o f t e m p e r a n c e  a r e  c e r ta in  c o n d i t io n s  r e q u i r e d f o r  th e  

e x e rc ise  o f a n  in te g r a l  a n d  p e r f e c t  a c t  o f te m p e r a nc e .  T h e  

in te g r a l  f u n c t io n  o f t e m p e r a n c e  c o n s is ts  in  tw o  th in g s :

a ) a v o id a n c e  o f t h e  d is g ra c e  c o n t r a r y  t o  te m p e r a n c e;

b) lo v e  o f t h e  b e a u ty  o f  te m p e ra n c e .

H e n c e  th e r e  a re  tw o  i n te g r a n t  p a r t s  o f t e m p e r a n c e :

a) sham e (verecund ia) ,  w h ic h  a id s  in  a v o id in g  d is g ra c e ;

b) honesty (sense o f p rop r ie ty ), w h ic h  a id s  in  lo v in g  b e a u -

t y O ).

S h a m e  is  d e f in e d : the fe a r  o f  disgrace, and  consequently 

o f acts f r o m  w hich disgrace results.

S h a m e , p r o p e r ly  sp e a k in g ,  is  n o t  a  v i r t u e ,  b u t  r a t he r  a  

p r a is e w o r th y  p a ss io n . F o r  s h a m e  s h u n s  b a s e  a c ts  b e ca u s e  o f 

th e  d is g ra c e  to  w h ic h  th e y  le a d , a n d  th e r e f o r e  i t  is  n o t  a  h a b i t  

o f a  p e r fe c t  m a n ,  b e c a u s e  a  p e r fe c t  m a n  d o e s  n o t  a pp r e h e n d  

a  b a se  o r  d is g ra c e fu l  a c t  as  d if f ic u l t  f o r  h im  to  av o id  (2) .

H o n e s ty  h a s  tw o  m e a n in g s : in  i ts  general m ea n in g , i t  

s ig n if ie s  th e  c o n f o r m i ty  o f  a n  a c t  w i th  th e  ju d g m e nt  o f  r i g h t  

r e a so n ,  a n d  is  c o m m o n  to  a ll  t h e  v i r t u e s ;  in  its  spec ia l m ean in g , 

i t  s ig n if ies  t h a t  w h ic h  is  o p p o s e d  t o  w h a t  is  b a s e  o r  d is g ra c e fu l ,  

a n d  h e n c e  is a n  i n te g r a n t  p a r t  o f te m p e r a n c e .

H o n e s ty ,  a s  a n  in te g r a n t  p a r t  o f t e m p e r a n c e ,  m a y  b e 

d e f in e d : the love o f honesty or beauty, as the honest is  opposed 

to fw hat is  m ost d isgracefu l, na m e ly , a n im a l lu s ts  i f ) .

9 9 3 . S u b jec t iv e  p a r ts o f  te m p e r a n c e .—  T h e  s u b je c t i v e  

p a r t s  o f te m p e r a n c e  a re  t h e  d i f f e re n t sp e c ie s  o f t ha t  v i r t u e .  1 2 3

(1 )  I I - I I ,  q . 1 4 3 , a . u n icu s.
(2 ) I I - I I ,  q . 14 4 , a . 1.
(3) I I - I I ,  q . 1 4 5 , a . 4 .
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B u t  th e  sp ec ie s  o f  t h e  v i r t u e s  a re  f i r s t  d iv e rs i f ied  in  a c c o rd a n c e  

w i th  t h e  d iv e r s i t y  o f t h e i r  m a t t e r  o r  o b je c t .  M o re ov e r ,  t e m 

p e ra n c e  is  c h ie f ly  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  p le a s u re s  o f t o u c h ,  w h ic h  

a re  d iv id e d  in to  tw o  g e n e ra .

S o m e  o f  th e  p le a s u re s  o f  to u c h  a re  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  nu t r i 

m e n t ,  i .e .,  w i th  fo o d  a n d  d r in k .  T h e  p le a s u re s  o f to u c h  r e la te d  

to  fo o d  a r e  m o d e r a te d  b y  abstinence; a n d  t h e  p le a s u re s  o f to u c h  

r e la te d  to  d r in k  a re  r e g u la te d  b y  sobriety.

O th e r  p le a s u re s  o f to u c h  a re  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  p o we r  

o f p ro c re a t io n .  T h e  c h ie f  o f t h e s e  p le a s u re s ,  w h ic h is  t h e  

p le a s u re s  o f c o i t io n ,  is m o d e r a te d  b y  chastity ; a n d  th e  a t t e n d 

a n t  p le a s u re s  o f t h i s  a c t ,  a s  t h e  p le a s u re s  re s u l t in g  f r o m  k isse s , 

to u c h e s , a n d  e m b ra c e s , a re  r e g u la te d  b y  reserve (p u d ic it ia) ( ') .  

H e n c e  th e r e  a re  f o u r  sp e c ie s  o f  te m p e r a n c e  : abstinence, sobriety, 

chastity , a n d  reserve. T h e s e , h o w e v e r ,  a re  n o t  t h e  lo w e s t  

sp e c ie s  o f t e m p e r a n c e ,  f o r  t h e y  a re  s u b d iv id e d  in to o th e r  sp ec ie s  

o f t h i s  v i r tu e .

994. A b s t in e n c e .—  1° A b s t in e n c e , a s  th e  v e r y  t e r m  in 

d ic a te s , m e a n s  r e t r e n c h m e n t  o f fo o d .

T h e  te r m  a b s t in e n c e  m a y  b e  u n d e r s to o d  in  tw o  w a y s :  

f i r s t , a s  s ig n i f y in g  r e t r e n c h e m e n t  o f fo o d  in  a n  a b s o lu te 

m a n n e r ,  a n d  in  t h i s  se n se  i t  s ig n if ie s  n e i th e r  a  v ir t u e  n o r  a n  

a c t  o f v i r tu e ,  b u t  s o m e th in g  in d i f f e r e n t ;

secondly, a s  s ig n i fy in g  u s e  a n d  r e t r e n c h m e n t  o f fo o d  as  

r e g u la te d  b y  re a s o n , a n d  in  t h i s  sen se  i t  is  e i th e r a  v i r t u e  o r  

a n  a c t  o f  v i r t u e  (1 2).

2 °  A b s t in e n c e , a s  a  v i r t u e  a n d  a  s u b je c t i v e  p a r t  o f t e m 

p e ra n c e , m a y  b e  d e f in e d : the v ir tue  w h ich  m oderates the desires 

fo r  food  and the p leasu res thereof in  accordance w ith  the d ictates 

o f reason, in  order tha t they m a y  no t be im p e d im en ts  to the good 

o f reason.

A b s t in e n c e  is  p r o x im a te ly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  p le a s ure s  

w h ic h  d e r iv e  f r o m  th e  u se  o f fo o d , a n d  r e m o te ly  w i th  fo o d

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 1 4 3 , a . u n icu a .
(2 ) I I - I I ,  q . 1 46 , a . 1.
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i tse l f .  F o o d , a s  th e  m a t t e r  o f a b s t in e n c e ,  in c lu d e s a n y  d r in k  

t h a t  is  n o t  in to x ic a t in g .  I n to x i c a t i n g  d r in k  is  t h e m a t t e r  o f 

a  sp e c ia l  v i r t u e ,  i .e ., o f s o b r ie ty .

3 °  T h e  p r in c ip a l  a c t  o f a b s t in e n c e  is f a s t in g ,  w h ich  is 

p r a c t i s e d  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  b r id l in g  th e  lu s ts  o f  t h e  f le sh , o f 

e le v a t in g  t h e  m in d  to  G o d , a n d  o f  m a k in g  e x p ia t io n  f o r  s in .

4  ° T h e  v ic e  o p p o s e d  t o  a b s t in e n c e  is g lu ttony .

G lu t to n y  is  d e f in e d  : an  ino rd ina te  desire fo r  fo o d  so lely as 

p leasing  to the pa la te, i .e .,  s o u g h t  so le ly  f o r  t h e  p le a s u re  i t  a f 

fo rd s .

G lu t to n y  is  n o t  o f i t s  n a t u r e  a  m o r ta l  s in . N e v e r the le s s ,  

i t  c a n  b e c o m e  a  m o r ta l  s in , if  a  m a n ,  b e c a u s e  o f g lu t to n y ,  is  

p r e p a r e d  t o  t r a n g r e s s  p r e c e p ts  w h ic h  b in d  u n d e r  t h e p a in  o f 

m o r ta l  s in .

9 9 5 . S o b r i e t y . —  10 I n  a very w ide sense, s o b r ie ty  s ig n i

f ies a l l  m o d e r a t io n  o f t h e  so u l  in  n o t  d e v ia t in g  f ro m  th e  ru le  in  

a n y  m a t t e r  w h a ts o e v e r .

I n  a w ide sense, i t  s ig n if ie s  te m p e r a n c e  w h ic h  o b s e r v e s  

th e  ru le  o f m o d e r a t io n  in  p le a s u re s  o f th e  sen ses .

I n  a str ic t sense, i t  is  t h e  v i r t u e  o f a b s t in e n c e  : p e rs o n s  w h o  

a r e  m o d e r a te  in  th e i r  u se  o f fo o d  a n d  d r in k  a re  so be r .

I n  a very stric t sense, is  i t  t h e  sp e c ia l  v i r t u e  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  

th e  u se  o f in to x ic a t in g  d r in k .

S o b r ie ty , a s  a  s p e c ia l  v i r t u e ,  is  d e f in e d : the v ir tue  w hich 

m oderates the desire fo r  and  use o f in tox ica ting  d rin k .

S o b r ie ty  is a  sp e c ia l  v i r tu e ,  b e c a u se  th e  u se  o f  into x ic a t in g  

d r in k  p re s e n ts  a  sp e c ia l  h in d r a n c e  to  th e  g o o d  o f re a so n , i .e . ,  

a  sp e c ia l  o b s ta c le  to  r a t io n a l  l i fe . T h e  m o d e r a te  use  o f in to x i 

c a t i n g  d r in k  m a y  se rv e  a  g o o d  p u rp o s e ; b u t  i ts  im m od e r a te  u se  

is v e r y  h a rm fu l ,  f o r  i t  is a  h in d r a n c e  to  th e  u se  of r e a s o n ^ ) .

2 °  S o b r ie ty  is n e c e s sa ry  f o r  a ll  m e n ,  b e c a u s e  a ll  mu s t  

a v o id  d is o rd e r  o f m in d  a n d  th e  s in s  w h ic h  a re  b o r n  o f t h is  

m e n ta l  c o n d i t io n . 1

(1 ) I I - I I , q. 14 9 , a . 1.
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M o re o v e r ,  t h e r e  a re  re a s o n s  w h y  a d o le s c e n ts , w o m e n , 

s p i r i t u a l  le a d e rs , p o l i t i c a l  le a d e rs ,  a n d  e ld e r ly  pe rs o n s  s h o u ld  

b e  p o sse sse d  o f th is  v i r t u e ^ ) .

A dolescents s h o u ld  b e  so b e r , f o r  t h e y  a re  v e r y  s t r o n g ly  

a t t r a c t e d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  y o u th ,  t o  p le a s u re s  o f t h e  se n se s , 

w h ic h  m u s t  b e  b r id le d  b y  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f v i r tu e .

W om en s h o u ld  p r a c t i s e  s o b r ie ty ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  e a s i ly  b e 

c o m e  v ic t im s  o f m e n ta l  a g i t a t i o n  a n d  h a v e  n o t  t h e  st r e n g th  o f  

m in d  su f f ic ie n t f o r  t h e  re s is ta n c e  o f c o n c u p isc e n c e.

S p ir i tu a l  leaders, s u c h  a s  b is h o p s  a n d  o th e r  m in is te r s  o f  

t h e  C h u rc h , s h o u ld  l iv e  s o b e r  l iv e s , in  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  b e  

a b le  to  d e v o te  t h e i r  b e s t  e f fo r ts  t o  t h e i r  s p i r i tu al  d u t ie s .

P o litica l leaders s h o u ld  b e  a d o r n e d  w i th  t h e  v i r t u e  o f  

s o b r ie ty , in  o rd e r  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  g o v e rn  th e i r  s u b jec ts  w i th  

w isd o m .

E lder ly  persons s h o u ld  b e  s o b e r , in  o rd e r  t h a t  th e y  m a y  

h a v e  t h a t  v ig o r  o f  re a s o n  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c ti o n  o f o th e r s ,  

a n d  a lso  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  e x e rc ise  a  s a lu t a r y  in f lu e n ce  o n  o th e rs  

b y  t h e i r  e x a m p le .

9 9 6 . D ru n k e n ness.—  1° D r u n k e n n e s s  h a s  tw o  m e a n 

in g s :

a) i t  s ig n if ies  th e  d e f ic ie n c y  o f  r e a s o n , i .e .,  t h e  lo ss  o f t h e  

u se  o f r e a so n ,  w h ic h  r e s u l ts  f r o m  t h e  u se  o f in to x ic a t in g  d r i n k ;  

a n d , u n d e r  th is  a s p e c t,  i t  is  n o t  a  f a u l t ,  b u t  a  p en a l  d e fe c t  r e 

s u l t in g  f r o m  a  f a u l t ;

b) i t  s ig n if ie s  t h e  a c t  b y  w h ic h  a  p e rs o n  lo ses  th e  u se  o f  

re a so n  a s  a  re s u l t  o f t h e  u s e  o f in to x ic a t in g  d r in k.  W h e n  t h i s  

a c t  is v o lu n ta r y ,  i t  is  a  s in  a g a in s t  s o b r ie ty .

2 °  D ru n k e n e s s , a s  a  s in , m a y  b e  d e f in e d : vo lun ta ry excess 

in  the use o f in to x ica tin g  d r in k  to the p o in t o f loss o f the use o f 

reason.

a) V o lu n ta ry  excess: in  o r d e r  t h a t  d ru n k e n e s s  b e  a  s in , 

n o t  o n ly  m u s t  th e  a c t  o f d r in k in g  b e  v o lu n ta r y ,  b u t t h e  lo ss  

o f t h e  u se  o f re a so n  m u s t  a lso  b e  v o lu n ta r y ,  i .e .,  v o lu n ta r y  in  1

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 149 , a . 4 .
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i t s  c a u se , in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  w a s  fo re se e n , o r  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a n d  

o u g h t  to  h a v e  b e e n  fo re se e n , t h a t  lo ss  o f t h e  u se  of r e a s o n  w o u ld  

re s u l t  f r o m  th e  a c t  o f d r in k in g .

b) I n  the use o f in tox ica ting  d r in k : t h u s  d r u n k e n n e s s  is 

d is t in g u is h e d  f ro m  g lu t to n y  in  t h e  s t r i c t  se n se , w hic h  is  e x ce ss  

in  th e  u se  o f fo o d  a n d  n o n - in to x ic a t in g  d r in k .

997. A l c oh o l ism .—  1° A lc o h o l ism  is d e f in e d  : the habit 

o f  the freq uen t d r in k in g  o f in tox ica ting  beverages.

A lc o h o lism  n e i th e r  in c lu d e s  n o r  e x c lu d e s  d ru n k e n n e ss .  

A  m a n  w h o  h a s  th e  b a b i t  o f  t h e  f r e q u e n t  d r in k in g  o f in to x ic a t in g  

b e v e ra g e s  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  d r in k  t o  t h e  p o in t  o f  d r u nk e n n e s s .

A lc o h o lism  is a  v ic e  o p p o s e d  t o  th e  v i r t u e  o f s o b r ie ty ,  a n d  

is a  h a b i t  w h ic h , w h e n  o n ce  c o n t r a c te d ,  is  d i f f ic u lt  t o  c o n q u e r .

2 °  A lc o h o l ism  e n g e n d e rs  in n u m e r a b le  e v i ls  f o r  t h e  in 

d iv id u a l  p e rso n , fo r  th e  f a m i ly , a n d  f o r  so c ie ty .

a) For the ind iv id u a l person .—  A lc o h o l ism  w e a k e n s  th e  

in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n  ph ysica lly , in te llectua lly , a n d  m ora lly.

I t  w e a k e n s  h im  physica lly : a lc o h o l  is  n o t  a s s im i la te d ,  a n d  

th e re fo re  i t  w e a k e n s  th e  p o w e rs  o f t h e  b o d y  a n d  d o es  se r io u s  

h a r m  to  th e  v i ta l  o rg a n s . I t  is fo r  th is  re a s o n  t h at  th e  v ic t im  

of a lc o h o l ism  h a s  d i f f ic u l ty  in  r e s is t i n g  s ic k n e s s  a n d  e a s i l y  c o n 

t r a c t s  se r io u s  d isea se s .

I t  w e a k e n s  h im  in te llectua lly: i t  w e a k e n s  t h e  s e n s i t iv e  f a c u l 

t ie s , a s  th e  m e m o ry  a n d  th e  p h a n ta s y ,  o n  w h ic h  t h e  in te l le c t  

is o b je c t iv e ly  d e p e n d e n t .

I t  w e a k e n s  h im  m ora lly: t h e  p a ss io n  o f d r in k in g  in to x ic a 

t in g  b e v e ra g e s  is c o n c e rn e d  w ith  p le a s u re s  c o m m o n  to  m e n  

a n d  b r u te s ,  a n d  h e n c e  i t  d e g ra d e s  m e n  a n d  is  o f fen siv e  t o  h u 

m a n  d ig n i ty .  M o re o v e r ,  th is  p a ss io n  is  e s s e n t ia l l y  se l f ish :  i t  

is th e  c a u se  o f a n  in o r d in a te  se l f - lo v e , a n d  h e n c e  is  e n t i r e ly  in 

c o m p a t ib le  w i th  h u m a n  g e n e r o s i ty .

b) For the fa m i ly .—  A lc o h o lism , t h e  s ig n  a n d  c a u s e  o f 

i n o r d in a te  se l f - lo v e , lo o ses  a l l  t h e  t ie s  o f  a f fe c tio n  a n d  in t im a c y  

n e c e s sa ry  fo r  th e  life  o f  t h e  h o m e .
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P a r e n t s  w h o  a re  s la v e s  to  a lc o h o l is m  w a s te  o n  in to xic a t in g  

d r in k  m o n e y  n e e d e d  fo r  th e  s u p p o r t  o f t h e i r  f a m i ly  a n d  t h e  e d u 

c a t io n  o f t h e i r  c h i ld re n . T h e re fo re  a lc o h o l ism  is  th e  c a u se  o f 

d is c o rd  in  th e  f a m i ly , p o v e r ty ,  a n d  t h e  n e g le c t  o f  t h e  e d u c a 

t io n  o f c h i ld re n .

c) For society.—  T h e  e v i ls  w h ic h  a lc o h o l ism  p ro d u c e s  in  

th e  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n  a n d  in  t h e  f a m i ly  d o  h a r m  t o  c iv i l  s o c ie ty .

P a r e n ts  w h o  a re  v ic t im s  o f a lc o h o l is m  b e g e t c h i ld ren  w h o  

a re  w e a k , p re d is p o se d  t o  a lc o h o l is m , a n d  s o m e t im e s  fe e b le 

m in d e d  o r  in sa n e .

H e n c e  a lc o h o l ism , o f  i t s  v e r y  n a tu r e ,  a n d  in  i ts  e vi l  c o n se 

q u e n c e s , is  c o n t r a r y  to  th e  n a t u r a l  la w .

3 °  A lc o h o lism  s h o u ld  b e  a v o id e d ;  a n d ,  w h e n  i t  e x is ts , i t  

s h o u ld  b e  c o n q u e re d .

I n  o rd e r  to  sa v e  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  f r o m  a lc o h o l ism , p ar e n ts  

s h o u ld  te a c h  th e m  t h e  e v i l c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f th is  v ice , a n d  s h o u ld  

le a d  th e m  b y  w o rd  a n d  e x a m p le  t o  th e  c u l t i v a t io n  o f t h e  v i r t u e  

o f te m p e ra n c e .

A s a  re m e d y  f o r  a lc o h o l ism , tem perance associa tions s h o u ld  

b e  e s ta b l is h e d  a n d  s u p p o r te d ;  a n d  th e  v ic t im s  o f a lc o h o l ism  

s h o u ld  d o  p e n a n c e , p r a y ,  a n d  a v o id  th e  o c c a s io n s  o f t h i s  e v i l.

F in a l l y ,  t h e  S ta te  s h o u ld  m a k e  la w s  w h ic h  e n c o u r a g e 

th e  p ra c t ic e  o f  t h e  v i r t u e  o f  t e m p e r a n c e .

9 9 8 . C h as t i t y .—  1° C h a s t i t y  h a s  tw o  m e a n in g s :

in  its  im p roper and  m etaphorica l sense, i t  is a  v i r t u e  w h ic h  

m o d e ra te s  p le a s u re  a r is in g  f r o m  th e  u n io n  o f t h e  m in d  to  c e r 

ta in  o b je c ts ;  a n d , t h u s  u n d e r s to o d ,  i t  is a  g e n e ra l v i r t u e ,  b e c a u s e  

e v e r y  v i r t u e  w ith h o ld s  t h e  m in d  f r o m  ta k in g  p le a s u re  f ro m  

u n io n  w ith  th in g s  w h ic h  a re  u n la w fu l ;

in  its  p roper sense, i t  is  a  v i r t u e  w h ic h  m o d e r a te s  v e n e r e a l  

p le a s u re s ; in  th is  sen se , i t  is  a  sp e c ia l  v i r t u e  a nd  a  s u b je c t iv e  

p a r t  o f  te m p e r a n c e .
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C h a s t i t y ,  a s  a  sp e c ia l  v i r t u e ,  is  d e f in e d : the v ir tue  w h ich 

m oderates venereal p leasures in  accordance w ith  the d icta tes o f 

reason.

T h e  p a ss io n s  r e la te d  t o  v e n e r a l  p le a s u re s  a re  th e  pr o x im a te  

m a t t e r  o f c h a s t i t y ,  a n d  s u c h  e x te r n a l  a c ts ,  a s  c o i tio n ,  to u c h e s ,  

k is se s , e tc .,  a re  i ts  r e m o te  m a t te r .  C h a s t i t y  r e p res s e s  a n d  

r e g u la te s  th e s e  in te r n a l  a n d  e x te r n a l  a c ts  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  

th e  n o rm  o f  re a so n .

C h a s t i t y  is  d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  a b s t in e n c e ,  f o r  s e x ua l  p le a s 

u re s , w i th  w h ic h  c h a s t i t y  is  c o n c e rn e d , a re  f o r m a l ly  d i s t i n 

g u is h e d  f r o m  th e  p le a su re s  o f fo o d  a n d  d r in k ,  w i th  w h ic h  a b s t i 

n e n c e  is c o n c e rn e d . P le a s u r e s  a re  p r o p o r t i o n a te  t o  t h e  o p e 

r a t io n s  o f w h ic h  th e y  a re  t h e  p e r f e c t io n s .  B u t  o p e ra t io n s  r e 

la te d  to  th e  u se  o f fo o d  a re  d i f f e re n t g e n e r ic a l ly  f r o m  o p e r a t io n s  

r e la te d  to  th e  u se  o f v e n e re a l  th in g s :  th e  f o r m e r  are  d e s t in e d  

fo r  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  of t h e  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n , w h e re a s  t h e  

l a t t e r  a re  d e s t i n e d  f o r  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f t h e  sp ec ie s. H e n c e  

c h a s t i t y  a n d  a b s t in e n c e  a re  d i s t i n c t  v i r tu e s .

2 °  T h e re  a re  th r e e  k in d s  o f c h a s t i t y :  con juga l chastity , 

v idua l chastity , a n d  v irg ina l chastity.

C o n ju g a l  c h a s t i t y  is  the chastity  o f a person who absta ins 

fr o m  u n la w fu l p leasures o f the flesh  and is  m oderate in  the use 

o f the law fu l p leasures o f the m arr ied  state.

V id u a l  c h a s t i t y  is the chastity  o f a person  who, a fter the d is 

so lu tion  o f the m a tr im o n ia l bond, absta ins ever a fterw ards f r o m 

u n la w fu l p leasures o f the fle sh  and  fr o m  the la w fu l p leasures o f 

the fle sh  o f the m arr ied state.

V irg in a l  c h a s t i t y ,  i .e .,  v i r g i n i t y ,  is  the chastity  o f  a person 

who, never having kno w n  u n la w fu l p leasures o f the flesh , w ho lly 

absta ins forever  f r o m  all la w fu l and  u n la w fu l p leasures o f the 

flesh.

999. N o t io n  o f v i r g in i t y .—  1° V i rg in i ty  is o f  tw o  k in d s :  

a) na tu ra l v irg in ity , w h ic h  c o n s is ts  in  i n te g r i t y  o f t h e  f le sh , 

in  a s  m u c h  as  th e  p e rs o n  p o sse sse d  o f  v i r g in i t y  is u n s e a re d  

b y  th e  h e a t  o f c o n c u p isc e n c e , w h ic h ,  i t  w o u ld  se e m , re a c h e s
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i ts  g r e a te s t  i n te n s i t y  in  th e  g r e a te s t  o f  b o d i l y  p le a s u re s ,  w h ic h  

is  th e  p le a su re  o f c o i t io n ;

b) m oral v irg in ity , w h ic h  is o f  tw o  k in d s :  a  specia l state 

o f chastity a n d  a  spec ia l v ir tue  d is tin c t f r o m  chastity .

2 °  V irg in i ty , c o n s id e re d  a s  a  s p e c ia l  s t a t e  o f c h a st i t y ,  im p l ie s  

tw o  th in g s :

a) t h a t  t h e  p e rs o n  h a s  n o t  b e e n  v o lu n ta r i l y  d e f i le d , i .e .,  

h a s  p re s e rv e d  n a tu r a l  v i r g i n i t y ;

b) t h a t  th e  p e rs o n  in te n d s  t o  p re s e rv e  n a t u r a l  v i r g in i t y  

i f  th e r e  is  n o  s u b s e q u e n t  m a t r im o n ia l  c o n t r a c t .

V ir g in i ty ,  as  a  sp e c ia l  s t a t e  o f  c h a s t i t y ,  is c a l led  v i r tu o u s  

c e l ib a c y .

3 °  V ir g in i ty , as  a  sp e c ia l  v i r t u e  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  c h as t i t y ,  h a s  

a l r e a d y  b e e n  d e f in e d . I t  is  the v ir tue  o f  a person who, hav ing 

preserved the in teg r ity  o f the flesh , has the resolve to absta in  fo r 

ever f r o m  a ll carna l p leasures.

T h r e e  e le m e n ts  a re  c o n ta in e d  in  th is  d e f in i t io n :

in teg r ity  o f the flesh ;

abstinence fr o m  carna l p leasure;

the resolve to absta in  fo rever  f r o m  carna l p leasure.

a) T h e  i n te g r i t y  o f t h e  f le sh  is  a c c id e n ta l  t o  v i r g ini ty .  

F o r ,  i f  t h e  i n te g r i t y  o f t h e  f le sh  is  i n v o lu n ta r i l y lo s t ,  b y  c h a n c e  

o r  in  so m e  o th e r  w a y , th is  is  n o  m o re  p re ju d ic ia l  to  th e  v i r t u e  

o f v i r g in i ty  t h a n  t h e  lo ss  o f a  h a n d  o r  a  f o o t.

b) A b s t in e n c e  f r o m  c a r n a l  p le a s u re  is th e  m a t t e r  o f  vi r g i n 

i t y  in  i t s  m o ra l  a sp e c t.

c) T h e  re so lv e  to  a b s ta in  f o r e v e r  f r o m  c a r n a l  p le a su re  is 

th e  f o rm a l e le m e n t o f v i r g in i ty .  B u t ,  in  o rd e r  t h a t t h e  re s o lv e  

to  a b s ta in  fo re v e r  f r o m  c a r n a l  p le a s u re  b e  s ta b le  an d  v i r t u o u s  

in  a  sp e c ia l  w a y , i t  m u s t  m a k e  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f c ar n a l  p le a s 

u re  i l l ic i t  e v e n  in  th e  m a r r ie d  s ta t e .  B u t  t h i s  c a n b e  d o n e  

o n ly  b y  v o w . T h e re fo re  v i r g in i t y  is  n o t  a  sp e c ia l  vi r t u e  

d i s t i n c t  f r o m  c h a s t i t y  e x c e p t  w h e n  c o n s e c r a te d  to  Go d  b y

v o w .
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1000. V i rg in ity  is  la w fu l .—  1° T h a t  is  u n la w fu l  w h ic h  

is n o t  in  c o n fo rm it y  w i th  r i g h t  re a s o n  a n d  la w , e spe c ia l l y  th e  

n a tu r a l  la w .

2 °  W e  a re  c o n s id e r in g  v i r g in i ty  a t  p r e s e n t  a s  a  s p ec ia l  

v i r tu e ,  i .e . ,  a s  c o n s e c ra te d  to  G o d  b y  v o w .

3 °  A c c o rd in g  to  L u t h e r  a n d  h is  fo l lo w e rs , v i r g i n i t y is  

u n la w fu l .

4 °  I n  th e  o rd e r  o f h u m a n  a c ts ,  t h a t  is  la w fu l  w h ic h is in  

c o n fo rm i ty  w i th  r i g h t  r e a so n . B u t  v i r g in i t y  is  in  co n fo rm 

i t y  w i th  r i g h t  re a so n .  T h e re fo re  v i r g in i t y  is  la w ful .

T h e  m ajo r is  e v id e n t ,  f o r  r i g h t  re a s o n  is  th e  p r o x im a te  

ru le  o f m o ra l i ty .

M in o r .—  T o  a b s ta in  f r o m  c a r n a l  p le a s u re  f o r  t h e  g o o d  

o f  t h e  so u l  is in  c o n fo rm i ty  w i th  r i g h t  re a s o n . B u t th is  is w h a t  

is d o n e  b y  v ir g in i ty .  T h e re fo re  v i r g in i t y  is  in  c o nf o r m i ty  

w i th  r i g h t  re a so n .

1001. D i f f i c u l t i e s .—  1 °  W h a t is  co n tr a ry  t o  a  p re c ep t o f  th e  n a tu ra l  
la w  is u n la w fu l .  B u t  v ir g in ity  is  co n t ra r y  to  th e  p recep t o f th e  n a tu ra l law  
w h ich  im p o ses m a tr im o n y  o n  m en  for  th e  p reser v a t io n o f th e  h u m a n  sp ec ie s. 
T h er e fo re  v ir g in i ty  is  u n la w fu l.

M a jo r .—  W h a t is co n tr a r y  t o  a  p re c ep t o f th e  n a tu ra l la w g iv e n  to  m en 
as in d iv id u a ls , I  concede; w h a t  is co n tra ry  to  a  p rec ep t o f  th e  n a tu ra l law 
g iv e n  to  m en  n o t a s in d iv id u a ls ,  b u t  o n ly  a s a  m u ltit u d e , i .e .,  a s  m a n k in d , I  
d en y .

M in o r .—  T h e  n a tu ra l  p rec ep t o f  m a tr im o n y  is  im p o sed  o n  in d iv id u a l  
m en , I  d e n y ;  on m a n k in d , I  concede.

2 °  I f  e v e ry o n e  rem a in e d  a  v ir g in , th e  w or ld  w o u ld  pe r ish . T h er e fo re 
v ir g in i t y  is  u n la w fu l.

I  d e n y  the consequent, a ) T h e  p rec ep t o f  m a tr im o n y  is g iv e n  to  th e  h u 
m a n  ra ce. I t  b in d s in d iv id u a ls  o n ly  in  ca ses o f n e ce s s i ty ,  t h a t  is  to  s a y , when, 
a n  in d iv id u a l p erson  w o u ld  h a v e  to  m ar ry , in  o rd er  to  p reser v e  th e  h u m a n 
sp ec ies , a s w o u ld  h a p p en  i f  o n ly  o n e  m a n  a n d  o n e  w om a n  w ere in  th e  w'orld.

b) E v e n  if  a ll m en  m arr ied , th e  w o rld , n e v er th le ss , wo u ld  h a v e  t o  p e r is h . 
H e n c e  w e  m a y  n o t  s a y  th a t  v i r g in i ty  is th e  ca u se  o f th e  e x t in c t io n  o f  th e  hum an, 
sp ec ies .

c) T h e  w o rld  w as c rea te d  to  co m p le te  th e  n u m b e r  o f th e  e le c t.  I f  a ll 
rem a ined  v ir g in s, th e  n u m b er  o f  th e  e le c t  w ou ld  be co m p le te . T h e  w or ld  in 
th is  ca se  co u ld  p er ish , b eca u se  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  a t ta in e d  i t s  en d .

d ) M o r eo v er , S t.  J e rom e w ro te  th e  fo llo w in g  w ords to  J o v in ia n u s:  ((Fear 
n o t th a t  a l l w il l  rem a in  v irg in s; v ir g in i ty  is d if f icu lt , a n d  th e re fo r e  ra re.»

3 °  A  p erson  w ho  d o es n o t  k n o w  th a t  h e h as th e  g if t  o f  v i r g in i t y  m a y  n o t.  
m a k e v ir g in i ty  th e  m a t te r  o f  a  v o w . B u t  n o  o n e  ca n  k n o w  th a t  h e h as t h e
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g i f t  o f  v ir g in ity . T h ere fo re  n o  o n e  m ay  m a k e  v ir g in i ty  t h e  ma t te r  o f  a  v o w , 
i .e .,  v ir g in i ty  is u n la w fu l (L u th e r ’s a r g u m e n t) .

M a jo r .—  A  p erson  w h o  d ep en d s u p o n  h is  o w n  s t r e n g th  fo r  th e  g if t  o f 
v ir g in i ty , I  concede; a  p e rso n  w h o  k n o w s t h a t  h e ca n  p reser v e  v i r g in i t y w ith  
th e  h e lp  o f  g ra ce, I  d en y .

M in o r ,—  O n h is  o w n  s t r e n g th , I  concede; n o  o n e  k n o w s t h a t  h e ca n  d e
p en d  o n  d iv in e  grace fo r  t h is  g if t ,  I  d en y .

1002. V irg in ity  is  m ore e x c e l le n t  th a n  m a t r im o n y .—
1 °  W e  a r e  n o t  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f w h e th er  th e  in 

te g r i t y  o f t h e  f le sh  is m o re  e x c e l le n t t h a n  t h e  u se o f  m a t r im o n y .  

T h is  k in d  o f  i n te g r i t y  is  p h y s ic a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  m o ral .

I s  t h e  s ta t e  o f  v i r g i n i t y  m o re  e x c e l le n t in  th e  m o ra l  o rd e r  

t h a n  th e  s ta t e  o f m a t r im o n y  ? T h is  is  t h e  q u e s t io n  w e  m u s t  

a n sw e r .

B y  t h e  s ta t e  o f v i r g in i t y ,  w e  m e a n  b o th  v i r g in i t y  as  a  

sp e c ia l  v i r t u e  a n d  v i r tu o u s  c e l ib a c y .

2 °  A c c o rd in g  t o  J o v in ia n u s ,  w h o , b e c a u s e  o f t h e  a n no y 

a n c e s  o f m a r r ie d  l i fe , n e i th e r  m a r r ie d  n o r  w ish e d  to  m a r r y ,  

t h e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  c h a s t i t y  is  n o  m o re  m e r i to r io u s t h a n  th e  

u se  o f m a t r im o n y .

A c c o rd in g  t o  L u t h e r  a n d  h is  fo l lo w e rs , v i r g in i t y  is n o t  

o n ly  n o t  m o re  e x c e l le n t  th a n  m a t r im o n y ,  b u t  is  a n  im p io u s  

s u p e r s t i t i o n  if  p r a c t i s e d  f o r  t h e  h o n o r  a n d  w o rs h ip o f G o d . 

T h e y  m a in ta in  t h a t  v i r g in i t y  p r a c t i s e d  fo r  i t s  u t i li t y  in  l i fe  

a n d  t o  f a c i l i ta te  t h e  w o rk  o f s p r e a d in g  t h e  G o sp e l is n o t  e v i l.  

N e v e r th e le s s , th e y  a d d  t h a t  i t  is  fo o l ish  a n d  u n la wfu l  f o r  a  

p e rs o n  t o  b in d  h im s e lf  to  v i r g in i t y  i f  h e  is n o t  c er ta in  t h a t  h e  

h a s  th e  g i f t  o f c o n t in e n c e .

T h e  C o u n c i l  o f  T r e n t  d e c la re d  a n d  d e f in e d  t h a t  t h e  s ta t e  

o f v i r g in i ty  a n d  c e l i b a c y  is  p r e f e r a b le  t o  t h e  s ta te  o f  m a t r im o 

n y  0 ) .

3 °  W e  sh a l l  n o w  p ro v e  t h a t  v i r g in i t y  is  m o re  e x c e l le n t 

t h a n  m a t r im o n y .

a) T h e  g o o d  o f t h e  so u l  is  p re fe ra b le  t o  th e  g o o d  o f  th e  

b o d y , a n d  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e  c o n te m p la t i v e  l ife  is  p r ef e r a b le  t o  1

(1) Cone. T r id e n t. , se ss . 2 4 , ca n . 10.
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th e  g o o d  o f t h e  a c t i v e  l ife . B u t  v i r g in i t y  is  d i r e cte d  to t h e  

g o o d  o f t h e  so u l  in  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  c o n te m p la t i v e  life , w h ic h  

c o n s is ts  in  th in k in g  o f  t h e  th in g s  o f  G o d ; a n d  m a t rim o n y  is 

d i r e c te d  t o  th e  g o o d  o f t h e  b o d y , w h ic h  is t h e  b o d ily  m u l 

t ip l i c a t io n  o f t h e  h u m a n  ra c e , a n d  p e r ta in s  to  th e  a c t i v e  l i fe , 

b e c a u se  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  l iv in g  in  th e  m a t r im o n ia l  s t at e  h a v e  

t o  t h i n k  o n  th e  th in g s  o f t h e  w o rld . T h e r e f o r e ^ ) .

b) T h a t  w h ic h  d i r e c t ly  p e r f e c ts  t h e  r a t i o n a l  p a r t  o f ma n  

is  s u p e r io r  t o  a  g o o d  w h ic h  b e f i ts  m a n  in  a s  m u c h  as  h e  is a n  

a n im a l.  B u t  v i r g in i t y  d i r e c t ly  p e r fe c ts  t h e  r a t i o n al  p a r t  o f 

m a n , w h e re a s  m a t r im o n y  b e f i ts  m a n  in  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  is  a n  

a n im a l.  T h e re fo re .

M a jo r .—  B y  h is  re a so n  m a n  re s e m b le s  t h e  a n g e ls ,  a n d  

b y  h is  a n im a l  n a tu r e  h e  re s e m b le s  in fe r io r  b e in g s .

M in o r .—  V ir g in i ty  is d e s t in e d  f o r  m a n ’s s p i r i tu a l  g o o d , 

w h e re a s  m a r r ia g e  is  d i r e c te d  to  t h e  m u l t ip l i c a t io n  o f t h e  

h u m a n  ra c e  b y  m e a n s  o f t h e  fu n c t io n s  o f  g e n e r a t io n . C o n se 

q u e n t ly  m a t r im o n y  c o r r e sp o n d s  t o  m a n ’s g e n e r ic  te n de n c ie s ,  

i .e .,  to  th e  te n d e n c ie s  o f  m a n  in  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  is  a n  a n im a l.

1003. D i f f i c u l t i e s .—  1 °  T h a t  w h ich  is d ir e c ted  to  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  is 
b e t te r  th a n  t h a t  w h ich  is  d ire c ted  to  p r iv a te  g o o d . B u t  m a tr im o n y  is d ire c ted 
t o  th e  co m m o n  g oo d , w hereas v ir g in i ty  is d ire c te d  to  p r iv a te  g o o d . T h ere fo re 
m a tr im o n y  is b e t te r  th a n  v ir g in i ty . ,

M a jo r .— I f  th e  co m m o n  g oo d  an d  p r iv a te  g o o d  b e lo n g  to  th e  sa m e ord er 
I  concede; i f  p r iv a te  g o o d  b e lo n g s  to  a  d if fe r en t a n d  su p er ior  o rd er , I  d en y .

M in o r . —  V ir g in it y  is d ire c ted  to  p r iv a te  g o o d  w h ich  b e lo ng s to  th e  sa m e 
order a s th e  co m m o n  g oo d  t o  w h ich  m a t r im o n y  is d ir ec ted , I  d e n y; w h ich  
b e lo n g s to  a  d if fe ren t a n d  su per io r  o rd er , I  concede.

T h e  good  so u g h t  in  m a t r im o n y  is h u m a n  a n d  tem p o r a l g o o d , w h ere a s 
th e  g o o d  so u g h t  in  v i r g in i ty  is d iv in e  a n d  sp ir itu al g o o d . M o r eo v er , v i r g in i t y  
is a ls o  d ire c ted  to  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d : fo r  d iv in e  g ood  is th e  g re a tes t  c o m m o n 
g o o d .

2 °  T h e  p erson  w h o  h a s th e  g rea te r  m er it  p r a c t ise s th e  g rea te r  v ir tu e . 
B u t  th e  p e rso n  w ho p reserv es co n ju g a l c h a s t i t y  can  h a v e  g rea te r  m er it  th a n 
th e  v ir g in . T h ere fo re  c o n ju g a l c h a s t i t y  is m o re  e x ce l le n t  th a n  v ir g in i ty .

M a jo r .—  W h en  o th e r  th in g s  a re eq u a l, I  con cede; w h en  o th e r  th in g s  a re 
n o t  eq u a l,  I  d en y .

M in o r . —  B e c a u se  h e  ca n  h a v e  g rea te r  c h a r i ty , I  concede; b e c a u se  c h a s 
t i t y  is a  m o re  e x c e l le n t  v i r tu e  th a n  v i r g in i t y ,  I  d en y .

M e r i t  resu lts  fro m  ch a r i ty . H e n c e  th e  m a rr ied  p e rson  w h o  h a s g rea te r 
c h a r i ty  th a n  th e  v ir g in  , in  a s m u ch  a s h e  w o u ld  b e w il l in g  to  p r a c t ic e  v i r g in i t y  
i f  t h is  w ere p ro p er  to  h is  s ta te ,  c a n  h a v e  g re a te r  m er it  th a n  th e  v irg in . 1

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 15 2 , a . 4 .
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1004. L u s t .—  1° L u s t  is  t h e  v ic e  w h ic h  is  o p p o se d  to  

c h a s t i t y .  I t  is  d iv id e d  in to  s e v e ra l  sp e c ie s, a s  w e s h a l l  see  

la te r .  L u s t  is  d e f in e d : an  ino rd in a te  desire fo r  venereal p leas

ures.

2 °  L u s t  is  o f i t s  n a tu r e  a  m o r ta l  s in . T h e re fo re  a ll  v e n e 

re a l  p le a s u re  v o lu n ta r i l y  s o u g h t  o u ts id e  t h e  s ta t e  o f m a t r im o n y  

c o n s t i tu te s  t h e  m a t t e r  o f m o r ta l  s in .

3 °  L u s t  is  a  c a p i t a l  v ic e  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  a  m o s t  d e si ra b le  

e n d , n a m e ly , v e n e r e a l  p le a s u re ,  f o r  t h e  sa k e  o f w h ic h  m e n  a re  

le d  to  c o m m it  m a n y  o th e r  s in s (x).

4 °  L u s t  e n g e n d e rs  e ig h t  i n t e r n a l  d a u g h te r s ,  a n d  th ey  a re  

th e  fo l lo w in g :

b lindness o f m in d ; 

inconsidera teness ; 

p rec ip ita tion ; 

in constancy; 

self-love; 

hatred o f God;

ino rd ina te  love o f th is  world; 

abhorrence o f the nex t w orld{1 2).

5 °  L u s t  e n g e n d e rs  f o u r  e x te r n a l  d a u g h te r s :

obscenity, w h ic h  c a u se s  th e  lu s t f u l  m a n  re a d i ly  to  u se  

le w d  w o rd s ;

scu r r il ity , w h ic h  c a u se s  t h e  lu s t f u l  m a n  t o  s a y  o r  d o  u n 

b e c o m in g  th in g s , in  o r d e r  to  e x c i te  l a u g h te r ;

w anton  w ords, i .e .,  w o rd s  i n te n d e d  fo r  v e n e re a l  p le a s u re ;

fo o lish  ta lk ing , w h e n  b y  h is  w o rd s  h e  e x p re sse s  a  p re fe re n c e  

fo r  h is  o w n  p r o p e r  p le a s u re s  t o  a n y th in g  e ls e (3).

1 0 0 5 . Sp ec ies o f lu s t .  —  T o  d is t in g u is h  th e  sp e c ie s  o f 

lu s t ,  w e  m u s t  c o n s id e r  th e  a c t  o f g e n e r a t io n  in  rela tion  to the

(1) T I - I I , q . 1 53 , a . 4.
(2) I I - I I ,  q . 1 53 , a . 5 .
(3) Ib id e m , a d  4.
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begetting o f  ch ild ren , w h ic h  is i ts  n a tu r a l  e n d , a n d  in  rela tion to 

the person w ith  w hom  th is  act is  co nsum m ated(1) .

1) I n  r e la t io n  t o  th e  b e g e t t in g  o f  c h i ld re n , t h e  a bu se  c o m 

m i t te d ,  b y  t h e  v e r y  n a tu r e  o f t h e  a c t ,  t o ta l l y  im p ed e s  t h e  b e 

g e t t in g  o f  c h i ld re n ;  o r  i t  m e re ly  h in d e rs  th e  d u e  ed u c a t io n ,  

i .e .,  t h e  r e a r in g ,  o f th e  c h i ld .

I f  t h e  a b u s e  c o m m i t te d  in  t h e  m a t t e r  o f l u s t  t o ta l ly  im 

p e d e s  t h e  b e g e t t in g  o f  c h i ld re n ,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  a  p hy s ic a l  im 

p e d im e n t  is  p la c e d  in  t h e  w a y  o f  p r o c r e a t io n  b y  t h e w a s t in g  

o f t h e  se m e n , th e r e  is a  s in  aga inst na ture.

T h e  s in  a g a in s t  n a tu r e  is  d iv id e d  in to  f o u r  sp ec ie s :

a )  bestia lity , w h ic h  is  c a r n a l  in te r c o u r s e  w i th  a  b e in g  o f  a  

d i f f e re n t sp e c ie s ;

b) sodom y, w h ic h  is  c a r n a l  in te r c o u rs e  w ith  a  p e rs o n  o f  th e  

s a m e  se x : m a n  w i th  m a n ;  w o m a n  w i th  w o m a n ;

c) unc leanness o r  effem inacy , w h ic h  is t h e  p r o c u r in g  o f p o l

lu t io n  w i th o u t  c a rn a l  in te r c o u rs e ,  f o r  t h e  sa k e  o f  v e n e r e a l  

p le a s u re  ( s o l i ta ry  s in ) ;

d) on a n ism , w h ic h  is  c a r n a l  in te r c o u r s e  w i th  a  p e rs o n  

o f  d i f f e re n t sex  in  a n  u n n a tu r a l  m a n n e r  a t  v a r ia n c e w i th  th e  

e n d  o f t h e  a c t  o f  g e n e r a t io n  (1 2).

I f  t h e  a b u s e  c o m m i t te d  h in d e rs  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  c h ild re n ,  

th e r e  is sim p le  fo rn ic a tio n , w h ic h  is  se x u a l  in te r c o u r s e  b e tw e e n  

a n  u n m a r r ie d  m a n  a n d  a n  u n m a r r ie d  w o m a n .

2) I n  re la t io n  to  th e  p e rs o n  w i th  w h o m  th e  c a r n a l  ac t  is 

p e r f o rm e d , th e r e  a re  d i f f e re n t sp e c ie s  o f lu s t .

I f  th e  p e rs o n  c o n c e rn e d  is o w e d  s p e c ia l  r e s p e c t  in  v i r t u e  

o f  a  t ie  o f c o n s a n g u in i ty , th e r e  is incest;

i f  th e  p e rs o n  is u n d e r  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f a n o th e r  a s  re g a rd s  

m a t r im o n y ,  th e r e  is adulte ry, w h ic h  is  a n  a c t  o f in ju s t ic e  a g a in s t  

t h e  o th e r  sp o u se ;

if  th e  p e r s o n  is u n d e r  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f p a r e n ts  a s  re g a rd s  

t h e  c u s to d y  o f v i r g in i ty ,  th e r e  is  seduc tion , i f  n o  v io le n c e  is 

e m p lo y e d ; a n d  rape, i f  v io le n c e  is  u s e d ;

(1 )  I I - I I ,  2 . 15 4 , a . 1.
(2 ) I I ,  q . 1 5 4 , a . 11.
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if  t h e  p e rs o n  is u n d e r  t h e  p o w e r  o f a n o th e r  in  v i r tu e  o f 

c o n s e c ra t io n  to  G o d  b y  v o w , th e r e  is  sacrilege.

1006. P o te n t ia l  p a r ts o f te m p e r a n c e . —  T h e  p o te n t ia l  

p a r t s  o f te m p e r a n c e  a re  v i r t u e s  a n n e x e d  t o  te m p e r a nc e ,  i .e .,  

s e c o n d a ry  v i r tu e s ,  w h ic h  o b s e rv e  in  c e r ta in  le ss  d if f ic u l t  

m a t t e r s  t h e  m e a s u re  o b s e r v e d  b y  te m p e r a n c e  in  r e g a rd  t o  i t s  

o w n  p r o p e r  m a t te r .

T e m p e ra n c e  m o d e r a te s  t h e  p le a s u re s  o f  to u c h .

H e n c e  e v e r y  v i r t u e  w h ic h  re p re ss e s  th e  d is o r d e rs  o f th e  

a p p e t i t e  a s  te n d in g  to w a r d s  p le a s u re  o th e r  t h a n  th e p le a s u re  

o f to u c h  m a y  b e  c a l le d  a  p o te n t ia l  p a r t  o f  te m p e ra nc e .

A p a r t  f r o m  th e  m o v e m e n t  o f c o n c u p is c e n c e , th r e e  k ind s  

o f m o v e m e n ts  a re  f o u n d  in  m a n :

a) m o v e m e n ts  o f  t h e  w il l a ro u s e d  b y  t h e  im p u ls e  o f p as 

s io n , w h ic h  a re  m o d e r a te d  b y  continence;

b) m o v e m e n ts  o f a n g e r  w h ic h  t e n d  to  d o  h a r m  to  o th e rs ,  

w h ic h  a re  m o d e r a te d  b y  clem ency o r  m eekness.

c) b o d i l y  m o v e m e n ts  a n d  a c ts ,  w h ic h  a re  m o d e r a te d  b y  

m odesty. H e n c e  th e r e  a re  th r e e  p o te n t ia l  p a r t s  o f te m p e r a n ce :  

continence, c lem ency, a n d  m odesty.

1007. C o n t in en ce  a n d  in c o n t in e n c e .—  1° T w o  m e a n 

in g s  m a y  b e  a ss ig n e d  to  c o n t in e n c e :

a) i t  m a y  s ig n i fy  a b s te n t io n  f r o m  a ll  c a r n a l  p le a s u res  : 

a n d  th u s  i t  is th e  s a m e  a s  c h a s t i t y ;

b) i t  m a y  s ig n i fy  r e s is ta n c e  o f re a so n  to  v e h e m e n t  p ass io n s ; 

a n d  t h u s  i t  is  a  p o te n t ia l  p a r t  o f te m p e r a n c e .  I t  is  d e f in e d : 

a d ispo sit ion  o f the w ill by w h ich  a person res is ts evil desires in 

regard *o touch, i.e ., in  regard to food , and  especia lly  in  regard 

to  venereal acts.

C o n t in e n c e  is c a l le d  a  d is p o s i t io n  fo r , p ro p e r ly  spe a k in g ,  

i t  is  n o t  a  v i r t u e ,  b e c a u s e  th e  a p p e t i t e  is  n o t  c o mp le te ly  

s u b d u e d  a n d  m a d e  s u b je c t  to  r e a s o n  b y  c o n t in e n c e , bu t  th e
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w ill is m e re ly  s t r e n g th e n e d  b y  i t  a g a in s t  s u c c u m b ing  to  th e  

p a ss io n s .

T h e  s u b je c t  o f c o n t in e n c e  is  th e  w il l ,  n o t  t h e  c o n cu p is c ib le  

a p p e t i te .

T h e re fo re  c o n t in e n c e  is d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  te m p e ra nc e .  

B y  te m p e r a n c e  t h e  g o o d  o f re a so n  re a c h e s  t h e  c o n c u pis c ib le  

a p p e t i t e ;  b y  c o n t in e n c e  i t  re s id e s  in  t h e  w il l. T h e te m p e r a t e  

m a n  c o n q u e rs ,  w h e re a s  th e  c o n t in e n t  m a n  c o n t in u e s  to  f igh tC 1). 

T h e re fo re  a  p e rs o n  c a n n o t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  a n d  u n d er  th e  sa m e  

re s p e c t p e r f o rm  a n  a c t  o f c o n t in e n c e  a n d  a n  a c t  o f te m p e r a n c e .

2 °  I n c o n t in e n c e ,  t h e  v ic e  o p p o se d  t o  c o n t in e n c e , is d e 

f in e d : tha t d ispo sit ion  o f the w ill w h ich abandons the w ill  to the 

passions and  leaves i t  w ithou t strength  to conquer them .

T h e  w ill is t h e  s u b je c t  o f in c o n t in e n c e . N e v e r th e les s ,  i n 

c o n t in e n c e  d o e s n o t  h a b i t u a te  t h e  w il l  t o  c h o o s in g  e v i l ,  b u t  

m e re ly  le a v e s  i t  d is p o se d  to  s u c c u m b  to  p a ss io n .

H e n c e  in c o n t in e n c e  is d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  in te m p e r a nc e ,  

fo r  th e  l a t t e r  s t r o n g ly  a t t r a c t s  t h e  w il l  to  ev il  ob je c ts . T h e  

c o n t in e n t  m a n  r e p e n ts  a f te r  th e  p e r f o rm in g  o f  a  b a d a c t  a n d  

th e  p a ss in g  a w a y  o f p a ss io n , w h e re a s  th e  i n te m p e r a te  m a n  

r a th e r  re jo ic e s  in  h a v in g  s in n e d .

1008. C lem en cy .—  C le m e n c y  is d e f in e d : the v irtue  w hich, 

from  m otives o f len iency  and  k indness, m itiga tes p un is h m e n t 

in  the m easure perm itted  by justice.

a) M it iga tes pun ish m en t: c o m p le te  re m is s io n  o f p u n is h 

m e n t  w o u ld  b e  p a r d o n ,  n o t  c le m e n c y .

b) F rom  m otives o f len iency and k indness: a  p e rs o n  w h o  

re m i ts  p u n is h m e n t  n o t  f r o m  a  m o t iv e  o f  lo v e  o f h is  n e ig h b o r ,  

b u t  f r o m  so m e  o th e r  m o t iv e ,  d o e s n o t  p e r fo rm  a n  a c t o f  c le m e n 

c y .

c) I n  the m easure perm itted  by justice: i f  t h e  re m is s io n  o f 

p u n is h m e n t  w e re  c o n t r a r y  to  ju s t ic e ,  c le m e n c y  w o u ld n o t  b e  

a  v i r tu e .

(1) I I - I I ,  q . 15 5 , a . 4.
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I t  is  e v id e n t  t h a t  t h e  v i r t u e  o f c le m e n c y  b e lo n g s  ch ie f ly  

t o  s u p e r io rs , i.e ., t o  p e rs o n s  w h o  e x e rc ise  a u t h o r it y  o v e r  o th e rs .

1009. V ices o pp o sed  to  clem en c y .—  T h e y  a r e  tw o  v ic es  

o p p o s e d  t o  c le m e n c y : crue lty a n d  excessive len iency.

C r u e l ty  is  a troc ity  o f  sou l in  exacting  p u n ish m en t. E x c e ss  

in  p u n is h in g , a s  re g a rd s  t h e  e x te r n a l  a c t io n ,  p e r tain s  to  i n 

j u s t i c e ;  b u t ,  a s  r e g a rd s  h a r d n e s s  o f  h e a r t ,  w h ic h  disp o se s  a  

p e rs o n  t o  in c re a s e  p u n is h m e n t ,  i t  p e r ta in s  t o  c r u e lty .

E x c e ss iv e  le n ie n c y  is  a vice by w h ich  a person, contrary to 

the d ictates o f  reason, lessens or rem its  p u n ish m ents  w h ich , ac

cord ing to law , a gu ilty  person ought to undergo.

E x c e ss iv e  le n ie n c y  is  th e  v ic e  o f a  s u p e r io r , a n d  is  v e r y  

h a r m f u l  t o  c iv i l  so c ie ty , fo r  i t  sh o w s  f a v o r  t o  t h e w ic k e d .

1010. M eek n ess a n d  v ices op p o sed  to  i t .—  1° M e e k 

n e ss  is  d e f in e d : the v irtue  w h ich m oderates anger as concerned 

w ith  doing  harm  to one’s neighbor.

M e e k n e ss  is a  v i r t u e  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  c le m e n c y : fo r  the  m a t t e r  

o f c le m e n c y  is t h e  m i t ig a t io n  o f p u n is h m e n ts ,  e sp e cia l l y  o f  le g a l  

p u n is h m e n ts ,  w i th in  th e  b o u n d s  o f ju s t ic e ,  a n d  th e re f o r e  c le 

m e n c y  is  a  v i r t u e  p r o p e r  t o  s u p e r io r s  in  r e la t io n  to  t h e i r  s u b 

je c ts ,  a n d  e sp e c ia l l y  t o  ru le rs , w h e re a s  th e  m a t t e r o f m e e k n e s s  

is  th e  m o d e r a t io n  o f a n g e r  a s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  d o in g  h a r m  to  

a n o th e r ,  b u t  n o t  w i th  t h e  im p o s in g  o f  le g a l  p e n a l t ie s ,  a n d  

th e r e f o r e  m e e k n e ss  is  p r a c t i s e d  b e tw e e n  e q u a ls .

2 °  T h e r e  a re  tw o  v ic e s  o p p o s e d  to  m e e k n e s s :  o n e  b y  e x 

cess , w h ic h  is anger; a n d  t h e  o th e r  b y  d e f ic ie n c y , w h ic h  is the 

lack o f anger.

A n g e r  is d e f in e d  : an ino rd in a te  desire fo r  revenge.

R e v e n g e  m a y  b e  d e s i re d  in  c o n f o r m i ty  w i th  r i g h t  r e as o n ;  

s u c h  re v e n g e  is  g o o d . I f  i t  is  in o r d in a te ly  d e s i re d, i t  is  e v i l.

L a c k  o f a n g e r  is the vice o f  a person incapab le o f  anger, 

even w hen he has ju s t  cause fo r  anger.
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1011. M o d esty  a n d  i t s  sp e c ie s .—  1° M o d e s ty  is  th e  

v i r t u e  w h ic h  m o d e r a te s  m a t te r s  in  w h ic h  m o d e r a t io n  is  r e 

la t i v e l y  e a s y ( 1) .  S u c h  m a t te r s  a re  m o v e m e n ts  o f  t h e so u l  

o th e r  t h a n  th o s e  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  p le a s u re s  o f tou c h ,  w h ic h  

a re  m o d e r a te d  b y  te m p e r a n c e ,  a n d  a lso  p a ss io n s  w h ich  in c i te  

a  p e rs o n  t o  in f l ic t  p u n is h m e n t  a n d  to  a n g e r ,  w h ic h  a r e  m o d 

e r a te d  b y  c le m e n c y  a n d  m e e k n e ss ;  v .g .,  m o v e m e n ts  o f t h e  so u l  

to w a r d s  h ig h  th in g s , d e s ire  fo r  k n o w le d g e , e x te r n a l m o v e m e n ts  

a n d  c a r r ia g e  o f b o d y , e x te r n a l  d is p la y  in  d re ss .

H e n c e  m o d e s ty  m a y  b e  d e f in e d : the v irtue  o f a 'person who, 

in  h is  externa l and  in te rna l m ovem ents and in  h is  appa rel, ob

serves the m easure w hich conform s to h is  s ta tion  in life , to h is 

ta len ts, and  to h is  fo r tu n e .

2 ° M o d e s ty  is d iv id e d  in to  f o u r  sp e c ie s, f o r  th e r e  a re  fo u r  

m a t te r s ,  i .e .,  m o v e m e n ts  o f t h e  so u l , in  w h ic h  m o d er a t io n  is 

r e la t iv e ly  e a s y .

a) T h e  f i r s t  is  th e  d e s ire  f o r  p e rs o n a l  e x c e l le n ce , by  w h ic h  

a  p e rs o n  w ish es  to  e x ce l o th e rs ,  a n d  n o t  t o  r e m a in  in  t h e  s ta t i o n  

t h a t  b e lo n g s  to  h im . T h is  m o v e m e n t  o f t h e  so u l is  mo d e r a te d  

b y  h u m il ity .

b) T h e  sec o n d  is th e  d e s ire  fo r  k n o w le d g e , e sp e c ia l ly  k n o w l

e d g e  o f se n s ib le  th in g s .  T h is  m o v e m e n t  is  m o d e r a te d b y  

stud iousness, w h ic h  is o p p o s e d  to  c u r io s i t y .

c) T h e  th i r d  re g a rd s  e x te r n a l  a c t io n s ,  w h ic h  m a y  b e  se r io u s  

o r  s p o r t iv e . T h e  fo r m e r  a re  m o d e r a te d  b y  good bearing (b o n a  

o rd in a t io ) ,  w h e re a s  th e  l a t t e r  a re  re g u la te d  b y  eutrape lia .

d) T h e  f o u r th  h a s  r e la t io n  to  e x te r n a l  d is p la y  a n d  d re ss . 

T h is  m a t t e r  is r e g u la te d  b y  m odesty in  dress.

1012. H u m i l i t y .—  H u m i l i t y  is  d e f in e d  : the v irtue  o f a 

person who, in  consideration o f h is  ow n defic iencies, takes the 

lowest p lace, according to h is  m ode, i .e . ,  a c c o rd in g  to  h is  s ta t io n .

a ) T h e  m a t t e r  o f  h u m i l i t y  is t h e  d e s ire  f o r  p e rs o n al  e x 

c e l len c e  a n d  f o r  h o n o rs  g r e a te r  t h a n  o n e  d e se rv e s .

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 160 , a . 1.
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b) T h e  m o t iv e  o f  h u m i l i t y  is  re v e re n c e  f o r  G o d  a n d  o n e’s 

n e ig h b o r  a n d  su b m is s io n  to  th e m .

T h e  h u m b le  p e rs o n  c o n s id e rs  in  h im s e lf :

g ifts  received f r o m  God;

defic iencies w h ich  are p roper to h im se lf.

B e c a u s e  o f t h e  d e f ic ie n c ie s  w h ic h  a r e  p ro p e r ly  h is  o w n , 

th e  h u m b le  m a n  re g a r d s  h im s e lf  a s  u n w o r th y  o f  t h e  ho n o rs  

w h ic h  h e  h a s , a n d  s u b m i ts  h im s e lf  t o  G o d  a n d  t o  h is n e ig h b o r ;  

b u t ,  in  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f t h e  g i f t s  re c e iv e d  f r o m  G od , h e  d o e s 

n o t  r e g a r d  h im se lf  a s  u n w o r th y  o f th e s e  h o n o rs . T h ere fo re  

h u m i l i t y  d o e s n o t  c a u s e  d e je c t io n  o f  s o u l ^ ) .

1013. V ices o p p o sed  to  h u m il i t y .—  T h e r e  a re  tw o  v ic e s  

o p p o s e d  t o  h u m i l i t y :  o n e  b y  d e f ic ie n c y , w h ic h  is excessive ab

jectness (n im ia  abjectio); t h e  o th e r  b y  e x c e ss , w h ic h  is pr ide.

1 ° E x c e ss iv e  a b je c tn e s s  is  the vice o f  a  person who app lies 

h im se lf  m ore to vile th ings than  becomes a v ir tuous m a n  in  ac

cordance w ith  h is  G od-given g ifts .

2 0 P r id e  is  d e f in e d  : an  ino rd in a te  desire fo r  one’s ow n ex

cellence.

a) D esire: p r id e  p re s u p p o s e s  a n  a c t  o f t h e  in te l le c t  w h e n c e  

i t  d e r iv e s , i .e ., th e  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f th e  d e f ic ie nc ie s  o f o th e rs  

a n d  t h e  fa lse  a n d  e x a g g e ra te d  e s te e m  o f o n e ’s o w n  me r i ts .  

N e v e r th e le s s , p r id e  f o rm a l l y  r e s id e s  in  t h e  i r a s c ible  a p p e t i t e ,  

b e c a u se  i t s  m a t t e r  is  s o m e th in g  d i f f ic u l t ,  n a m e ly , o n e ’s o w n  

e x ce lle n ce  (1 2).

T h e  i ra sc ib le  a p p e t i t e ,  a s  i t  is t h e  s u b je c t  o f p r id e ,  is  n o t  

m e re ly  th e  i ra sc ib le  a p p e t i t e  in  t h e  s t r i c t  sen se , i .e .,  t h e  se n 

s i t i v e  a p p e t i t e  w h ic h  is  d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  th e  c o nc u p is c ib le  

a p p e t i te ,  b u t  th e  w il l  a s  i t  t e n d s  t o  w h a t  is  d i f f icu l t .  H e n c e  

p r id e  is f o u n d  in  t h e  d e v i ls , w h o  h a v e  n o  s e n s i t iv e a p p e t i te .

b) In o rd ina te  desire: t h e  p r o u d  m a n  te n d s  b e y o n d  r e a l i t y ,  

a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  is  b o rn e  to w a r d s  th in g s  w h ic h  a re  g r e a te r  

t h a n  b e c o m e  h im .

(1) I I - I I ,  q . 1 61 , a . 3 .
(2) I I - I I ,  q . 1 61 , a . 6 , a d  2 .
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c) D esire  fo r  excellence: n o t  o n ly  f o r  r e la t i v e  e x c e l le n c e  

b u t  a lso  fo r  a b s o lu te  e x c e l le n c e . T h e  p r o u d  m a n  w ish e s  n o t  

o n ly  t o  b e  a b o v e  o th e rs , b u t  t o  s u rp a s s  h is  o w n  c o nd i t io n , 

w h e th e r  h e  th in k s  o f o th e r s  o r  n o t .

d) For one’s own excellence, i .e . ,  f o r  p e rs o n a l  e x ce l le n c e , 

b e c a u se  t h e  o b je c t  o f p r id e  is t h e  e x c e l le n c e  o f t he  p e rs o n .

T h u s  p r id e  is d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  am b ition , p resu m p tio n , 

a n d  va inglory.

T h e  o b je c t  o f a m b i t io n  is  e x c e l le n ce  in  h o n o rs  a n d  d ig n i t ie s .

T h e  o b je c t  o f p r e s u m p t io n  is  e x c e l le n c e  in  e n te r p r is e s .

T h e  o b je c t  o f  v a in g lo ry  is  e x ce lle n c e  in  fa m e  a n d  glo r y .

S in c e  t h e  p r o u d  m a n  in o r d in a te ly  d e s ire s  h is  o w n  e xc e l

le n c e , h e  see k s  e x ce lle n ce  in  h o n o rs  a n d  d ig n i t ie s , in  e n te r 

p r ise s , a n d  in  f a m e  a n d  g lo ry . H e n c e  a m b i t io n ,  p r e su m p t io n ,  

a n d  v a in g lo r y  h a v e  t h e i r  o r ig in  in  p r id e  a n d  a re  a t i t s  se rv ic e .

1014. G rav it y  o f p r id e .—  1° I n  p r id e ,  a s  in  e v e r y  s in ,  

th e r e  a re  tw o  m o v e m e n ts  w h ic h  w e m u s t  c o n s id e r :

a ) conversion to a m utab le good;

b) aversion, i .e . ,  tu r n i n g  a w a y , f r o m  God.

U n d e r  t h e  a s p e c t  o f c o n v e rs io n  t o  a  m u ta b le  g o o d , pr id e  

is n o t  t h e  m o s t  g r ie v o u s  o f a ll  s in s , f o r  p e r s o n a l  e x c e l le n ce , 

w h ic h  t h e  p r o u d  m a n  in o r d in a te ly  d e s ire s , is  n o t  e ss e n t ia l l y  

in c o m p a t ib le  w i th  t h e  g o o d  o f v i r tu e .

U n d e r  th e  a s p e c t  o f a v e rs io n  f r o m  G o d , p r id e ,  w h e n  i t  is  

c o m p le te , is  o n e  o f t h e  m o s t  g r ie v o u s  o f s in s . I n  oth e r  s in s , 

m a n  t u r n s  a w a y  f r o m  G o d  th r o u g h  ig n o ra n c e , w e a k n e ss,  d e s i re  

f o r  so m e  o th e r  g o o d , w h e re a s ,  in  p r id e  t h a t  is c o m ple te ,  h e  

d i r e c t ly  tu r n s  a w a y  f r o m  G o d , b e c a u se  u n w i l l in g n e ss to  s u b m i t  

t o  G o d  a n d  H is  la w s  is o f t h e  v e r y  n a tu r e  o f p r id e (x) .

I t  m u s t  b e  o b s e r v e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t  t h e  o b je c t  o f p rid e  

is n o t  a v e rs io n  f r o m  G o d , b u t  p e rs o n a l  e x ce l le n c e , w h ic h  th e  

p r o u d  m a n  so  in o r d in a te ly  d e s ire s  t h a t  h e  is u n w i l lin g  t o  su b -  1

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 16 2 , a . 6.
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m i t  t o  G o d , a n d  t u r n s  a w a y  f r o m  H im . T h e re fo re  s in s w h ic h  

d i r e c t ly  h a v e  a v e r s io n  f r o m  G o d  a s  t h e i r  o b je c t ,  a s h a t r e d ,  

a r e  m o re  g r ie v o u s  t h a n  p r id e .

2 °  P r id e  is  a  c a p i t a l  v ic e , f o r  m a n y  o th e r  s in s  h a ve  t h e i r  

o r ig in  in  i t .  S o m e  th e o lo g ia n s ,  a s  S t .  G re g o ry , in  c o n s id e r a 

t io n  o f th e  g e n e r a l  in f lu e n c e  o f p r id e  o n  a l l  v ic e s, n o t  o n ly  

c o n s id e r  i t  a  c a p i ta l  v ic e , b u t  r e g a r d  i t  a s  t h e  q ue e n  a n d  m o th e r  

o f a l l  c a p i t a l  v ic e s .

1015. S tu d io u sn e ss .—  S tu d io u s n e s s  is  d e f in e d :  the v ir 

tue  w h ich  m oderates desire and  p u rsu it  fo r  the knowledge o f tru th 

according to the ru les o f  r igh t reason.

T h e  p r o x im a te  m a t t e r  o f s tu d io u s n e s s  is  n o t  k n o w le dg e  o f 

t r u t h ,  w h ic h  is  g o o d  in  i ts e l f  a n d  n e e d s  n o t  t o  b e  r e g u la te d  b y  

m o ra l  v i r tu e ,  b u t  th e  d e s ire  f o r  k n o w le d g e , i .e . ,  th e  i n c l in a 

t io n  t o  k n o w le d g e .

I n  m a n ,  th e r e  is  a  tw o fo ld  in c l in a t io n  in  r e g a r d  t o k n o w l

e d g e  :

a) m a n ,  a s  p o sse sse d  o f a  so u l , n a tu r a l l y  d e s ire s  k n ow l

e d g e :

h) m a n ,  a s  p o sse sse d  o f a  b o d i l y  n a tu r e ,  is in c l in e d  to  a v o id  

t h e  la b o r  r e q u i r e d  fo r  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  k n o w le d g e .

S tu d io u s n e s s  m o d e r a te s  th e s e  tw o  in c l i n a t io n s  (O-

I n  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  m o d e r a te s  m a n ’s d e s i re  f o r  k n o w le dg e  

s tu d io u s n e s s  is a  p o te n t ia l  p a r t  o f p ru d e n c e .

I n  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  m o d e r a te s  t h e  in c l in a t io n  to  a v o id th e  

la b o r  r e q u i r e d  fo r  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  k n o w le d g e , s tu d iou s n e s s  is 

a n n e x e d  r a th e r  to  f o r t i t u d e .

T h e  f i r s t  f u n c t io n  o f s tu d io u s n e s s  is m o re  e s s e n t ial  t h a n  

th e  se c o n d , b e c a u s e  d e s i re  f o r  k n o w le d g e  is d i r e c t ly  r e la te d  to  

k n o w le d g e , w h ic h  is t h e  e n d  o f  s tu d io u s n e s s , w h e re as  t h e  la b o r  

o f  le a r n in g  is  a n  o b s ta c le  t o  k n o w le d g e . H e n c e  s tu dio u s n e s s  

is  a c c id e n ta l ly ,  i .e .,  i n d i r e c t l y ,  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  la b o r  o f 

le a rn in g , in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  re m o v e s  o b s ta c le s  to  k n ow le d g e . 1

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q. 166 , a . 2 , c . a n d  a d  3 .
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1016. V ices o p p osed  to  s tu d io u s n e s s .—  T h e r e  a r e  tw o  

v ic es  o p p o se d  to  s tu d io u s n e s s :  o n e  b y  d e f ic ie n c y , wh ic h  is neg

ligence; a n d  th e  o th e r  b y  ex cess, w h ic h  is  cu rios ity .

1 ° N e g l ig e n c e  is the vo lun ta ry  fa i lu r e  to acquire the kno w l

edge required fo r  one’s cond ition  and  state o f  l ife.

N e g l ig e n c e  is  m o r ta l  o r  v e n ia l ,  a s  t h e  o b l ig a t io n  to  a c 

q u ir e  k n o w le d g e  is g ra v e  o r  l ig h t .

2 °  C u r io s i t y , in  th e  g e n e ra l  sen se  o f t h e  te r m ,  m e an s  

s u p e r f lu o u s  c a re  in  r e g a r d  t o  u se le ss  th in g s .

I n  i t s  p r o p e r  sen se , i t  is  a  v ic e  o p p o s e d  t o  s tu d iou s n e s s .  

I t  is d e f in e d : an  ino rd ina te  desire fo r  knowledge.

C u r io s i t y , in  th e  p r o p e r  sen se , im p l ie s  su p e r f lu o u s c a re  in  

a c q u ir in g  k n o w le d g e  o f th in g s  w h ic h  d o  n o t  c o n c e rn  u s , o r  

w h ic h  a re  b e y o n d  t h e  c a p a c i ty  o f o u r  in te l l ig e n c e , s im p ly  f o r  

th e  sa k e  o f k n o w in g  th e m  a n d  p a ss in g  ju d g m e n t  o n  the m ;  fo r , 

if  a  p e rs o n  u se s  su p e r f lu o u s  c a re , n o t  f r o m  a  d e s ire  f o r  k n o w l

e d g e , b u t  fo r  o p e ra t io n ,  in  o rd e r ,  f o r  e x a m p le , to  f in d  p le a s u r e  

in  th e  u se  of th in g s , n o t  in  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f th e m , h e  is n o t  

f o r m a l l y  c u r io u s , b u t  o n ly  m a te r ia l l y  c u r io u s . T h u s a  p e rs o n  

w h o  d e s ire s  t o  h e a r  m u s ic  f o r  th e  e n jo y m e n t  o f i t s  h a r m o n y ,  

n o t  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f d is t in g u is h in g  v o ic e s  a n d  p ass in g  ju d g 

m e n t  o n  th e m , is n o t  f o r m a l l y  c u r io u s ^ ) .

1017. E u tra pe lia , m o d e sty  o f e x te rn a l m o v e m e n ts 
a n d  o f d ress.—  1° M o d e s ty  o f e x te r n a l  m o v e m e n ts ,  in  a  g e 

n e r ic  se n se , is  a  v i r t u e  w h ic h  m o d e ra te s  e x te r n a l  mo v e m e n ts ,  

n o t  u n d e r  th e  a s p e c t  o f w h a t  is d u e  a n d  b e c o m in g , as  d o es  

a f f a b i l i t y , w h ic h  is a  p a r t  o f ju s t ic e ,  b u t  a c c o rd in g  to  m o d 

e r a t io n ,  so  t h a t  a  p e rs o n  m a y  n o t  go  to  e x ce ss  o r  fa i l  in  m a t te r s  

r e la te d  to  e x te r n a l  b e a r in g  a n d  re se rv e .

M o d e s ty  o f e x te r n a l  m o v e m e n ts  in  t h e  g e n e r a l  se n se  is  

d iv id e d  in to  tw o  sp e c ie s :  eutrapelia a n d  good bearing, i .e ., 

m o d e s ty  o f  e x te r n a l  m o v e m e n ts  in  t h e  sp e c if ic  sen se. 1

(1) I I - I I ,  q . 167 , aa . 1 a n d  2 .
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E u t r a p e l i a  is the v ir tue  o f a ■ person who gives h is  w ords and 

deeds a cheerfu l tu rn , and  re fra in s  fr o m  im m odera tion  in  p lay .

G o o d  b e a r in g  is  m odesty  in  externa l m ovem ents and  be

havior.

2 °  M o d e s ty  o f d re s s  is  the v ir tue  w hich uses reasonable 

m odera tion  in  externa l d isp la y , a s  in  c lo th in g , o r n a m e n ts ,  b a n 

q u e ts ,  e tc .

V i r tu e  d o e s n o t  e x is t  in  e x te r n a l  th in g s ,  b u t  in  m an  w h o  

m a k e s  g o o d  u se  o f th e m .

A  p e rs o n  c a n  fa i l  in  tw o  w a y s  t o  m a k e  g o o d  u se  o f th in g s :

f i r s t , i n  r e la t io n  t o  h is  o w n  c o n d i t io n  a n d  t o  t h e  c u s to ms  

o f t h e  p e rs o n s  a m o n g  w h o m  h e  l iv e s ;

secondly, b e c a u s e  o f a n  in o r d in a te  d e s i re  to  u se  th e m .

H is  d e s ire  c a n  b e  i n o r d in a te  in  th r e e  w a y s  b y  e x c e ss , a n d  

in  tw o  w a y s  b y  d e f ic ien c y .

B y  ex cess, a) w h e n  a  p e rs o n  see k s  h u m a n  g lo r y , o r  so m e  

o th e r  e v il e n d , b y  p a y in g  e x c e ss iv e  a t t e n t i o n  to  d re ss ;

b) w h e n  a  p e rs o n  see k s  s e n s u o u s  p le a s u re  b y  e x c ess iv e 

a t t e n t i o n  t o  d re ss ;

c) w h e n  a  p e rs o n  is  to o  so l ic i to u s  in  h is  a t t e n t i o n t o  e x 

t e r n a l  a p p a r e l .

B y  d e f ic ie n c y , o ) w h e n  a  p e rs o n  th r o u g h  n e g l ig e n c e  fa i ls  

in  a t t e n t i o n  o r  c a re  in  r e g a r d  to  h is  e x te r n a l  a p p ar e l ;

b) w h e n  a  p e rs o n  see k s  g lo ry  f r o m  h is  la c k  o f a t t e n t io n  

a n d  c a re  in  h is  d re s s :  th is  is h y p o c r is y .

M o d e s ty  o f d re s s  c o r re c ts  a ll  th e s e  d is o rd e rs  in  a cc o rd a n c e  

w ith  r i g h t  re a so n .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1 . D e f in e  tem p e ra n ce , n a m e th e  p lea su res w ith  w h ich i t  is  ch ie f ly  c o n 
ce rn ed , a n d  ex p la in  w h e th e r  or  n o t  t h e  n e c e ss it ie s  o f th is  l i fe  a re it s  en d .
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2. D e f in e : a b st in e n c e  as a  s u b je c t iv e  p a r t  o f  tem p e ra n ce, s o b r ie ty  as a 
sp ec ia l  v ir tu e , d ru n k e n n e ss, a lc o h o lism , c h a s t i t y  as a  sp e c ia l  v ir tu e , lu s t ,  c o n 
t in e n c e , h u m il it y , p r id e , s tu d io u sn e ss , a n d  e u t ra p el ia .

3 . E x p la in  w h y  v i r g in i t y  is  n o t  u n la w fu l, w h y  c o n t in e n c e  is n o t  p ro p e r ly 
a v ir tu e , a n d  w h e th er  p r id e is th e  g re a tes t  o f  a ll s in s .

4 . D is t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  a) co n t in e n c e  a n d  tem p e ra n ce , b) c lem en cy  an d 
m ee k n e ss.



A R T I C L E  V I I

F R I E N D S H I P

1018. Love, f r ie n d sh ip , love o f p re fe ren ce , c h a r ity .—

1 ° L o v e , f r ie n d s h ip ,  lo v e  o t p re fe re n c e  (d i l e c t io ) , a n d  

c h a r i t y  b e a r  a  c e r ta in  l ik e n e ss  t o  o n e  a n o th e r ,  b u t,  n e v e r th e 

less , a re  d is t in c t  f r o m  o n e  a n o th e r .

2 °  L o v e , f r ie n d s h ip ,  lo v e  o f p re fe re n c e , a n d  c h a r i ty  a re  

c o n c e rn e d  w i th  g o o d , a n d  p e r ta i n  t o  i t .  H e n c e  w e m us t  f i rs t  

c o n s id e r  w h a t  g o o d  is .

G o o d , a s  w e  h a v e  s a id , is  tha t w hich is  desirable, a n d  f o r m 

a l l y  c o n s is ts  in  p e r fe c t io n , n o t  a s  th e  c o n s t i t u e n t o f b e in g , 

b u t  a s  i t  is  r e la te d  t o  th e  a p p e t i t e  a n d  p e r f e c ts  it  a s  th e  t e r m  

a n d  o b je c t  in  w h ic h  t h e  a p p e t i t e  a t t a i n s  i ts  p e r f e ct io n  (n . 

5 2 9 ).

T h e re fo re  g o o d  p r o p o s e d  t o  t h e  a p p e t i t e  m o v e s , a t t ra c t s ,  

a n d  in c l in e s  th e  a p p e t i t e  to  i tse l f .  T h u s  w e h a v e  lo v e .

3 °  H e n c e  lo v e  m a y  b e  d e f in e d :  the in c lin a tio n  or 'propen

s ity  o f the appetite  to good.

L o v e  m a y  b e  na tu ra l, sensitive , o r  ra tiona l, i .e .,  in te l le c t iv e .

N a t u r a l  lo v e  is  love by w h ich a ny  th ing , even a th ing  w hich 

cannot have know ledge, desires a good su itab le  to itse lf, no t in 

virtue o f i ts  ow n know ledge, but in  v ir tue  o f the know ledge o f the 

A u th o r  o f  na ture.

S e n s i t iv e  lo v e  is  love w h ich resu lts  fr o m  sensitive  know ledge.

I n te l le c t i v e  lo v e  is  love w h ich results  f r o m  intellective know l

edge.
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4 °  I n te l le c t i v e  lo v e  is  d iv id e d  in to  love o f concupiscence 

a n d  love o f benevolence.

L o v e  o f c o n c u p isc e n c e  is  in c lin a tio n  to an  object w h ich  is 

loved.

L o v e  o f b e n e v o le n c e  is  in c lin a tio n  to a person fo r  w hom  a 

good is  loved, i .e .,  i t  is a n  a c t  o f t h e  w il l  b y  w h ic h  g o o d  is w ish e d  

to  a n o th e r .

5 °  F r ie n d s h ip  is m u tu a l love o f benevolence between two or 

m ore persons.

L o v e  o f p re fe re n c e  (d i le c t io )  is  love o f one good in  p refer

ence to another.

C h a r i t y  is  a d iv ine ly  in fu sed  v irtue by w hich we love God 

for H is  ow n sake, and our neighbor fo r  the love o f God.

1019. D e f in it io n  o f f r ie n d sh ip .—  F r ie n d s h ip  is d e f in e d  :

m u tu a l love o f benevolence, w hich consists  in  a certa in  sh a r in g  o f 

life.

a) Love, i .e .,  a n  in c l in a t io n  to w a r d s  g o o d .

b) Love o f benevolence, i .e .,  lo v e  b y  w h ic h  a  p e rs o n  is  i n 

c l in e d  n o t  t o  th e  g o o d  w h ic h  is  lo v e d , b u t  to  th e  pe rs o n  f o r  

w h o m  h e  w ish es  a n d  see k s  i t ,  in  so  f a r  a s  h e  c a n .

c) M u tu a l love: f r ie n d s h ip  im p l ie s  re c ip ro c i ty .  F r ie n d 

s h ip  d o e s  n o t  e x is t  w h e n  a  p e rs o n  lo v e s , b u t  is n o t lo v e d  in  

r e tu r n  f1) .

d) W h ich  consists in  a cer ta in  sha r ing  o f life: t h e  m u tu a l  

b e n e v o le n c e  w h ic h  f r ie n d s h ip  im p l ie s  o u g h t  n o t  t o  be  h id d e n ;  

a n d  f r ie n d s  s h a r e  t h e i r  g o o d s  in  c o m m o n , w h ic h  is im p o s s ib le  

w i th o u t  a  c e r ta in  s h a r in g  o f li fe  a m o n g  f r ie n d s ( 1 2).

1020. D iv is io n  o f f r ie n d sh ip .—  1° F r ie n d s h ip  m a y  b e  

d iv id e d  in  r e la t io n  to  t h e  o b je c t  s o u g h t  in  f r ie n d sh ip ,  a n d  in  

re la t io n  t o  t h e  s h a r in g  o f li fe  in  w h ic h  f r ie n d s h ip c o n s is ts .

(1 ) I n  E th ic .,  1. V I I I ,  1. 2 , n n . 1 5 5 9 -1 5 6 0 .
(2 ) I n  E th ic .,  1. V I I I ,  1. 9 , n n . 1 6 5 7 -1 6 6 0 .
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2 °  T h e  o b je c t  s o u g h t  in  f r ie n d s h ip  is  g o o d n e ss  ( th e g o o d ) . 

B u t  g o o d n e ss  is  f o r m a l l y  d iv id e d  in to  goodness o f u t il ity , good

ness o f p leasure, a n d  goodness o f rectitude. H e n c e ,  u n d e r  th is  

a s p e c t,  th e r e  a re  th r e e  sp e c ie s  o f f r ie n d s h ip :  f r ie n d sh ip  o f 

u ti l i ty , fr ie n d sh ip  o f  p leasure, a n d  f r ie n d sh ip  o f  rectitude, i. e ., 

perfect fr ie n d sh ip .

F r ie n d s h ip  o f u t i l i t y  is  f r ie n d sh ip  whose object is  the good 

o f u ti l i ty .

F r ie n d s h ip  o f p le a s u re  is  f r ie n d sh ip  whose object is  the good 

o f p leasure.

F r ie n d s h ip  o f r e c t i t u d e  is f r ie n d sh ip  whose object is  the good 

o f  rectitude, w h ic h  is a b s o lu te  g o o d (1).

3 °  I n  rela tion  to the sha ring  o f  l ife , f r ie n d s h ip  is  d iv id e d  

in to  na tu ra l f r ie n d sh ip  tow ards one’s neighbor, dom estic f r ie n d 

sh ip , po lit ica l f r ie n d sh ip , a n d  d iv ine  fr ie n d sh ip (1 2) .

N a t u r a l  f r ie n d s h ip  to w a r d s  o n e ’s n e ig h b o r  is the fr ie n d sh ip 

w hich exis ts  am ong a ll m en , in  as m uch  as they have the sam e 

specific  na ture.

D o m e s t i c  f r ie n d s h ip  is  the fr ie n d sh ip  w hich ex is ts  am ong 

the m em bers o f the sam e dom estic society, i.e ., o f the sam e fa m i ly .

P o l i t i c a l  f r ie n d s h ip  is the fr ie n d sh ip  w hich ex is ts  am ong the 

m em bers o f  the sam e civil society.

D iv in e  f r ie n d s h ip  is the fr ie n d sh ip  w hich exis ts  between créa ■ 

tu res and  God, in  as m uch as God is  loved in  H im se lf  and  fo r  H im 

self. D iv in e  f r ie n d s h ip  s u rp a s s e s  t h e  p o w e rs  o f n a tu r e ,  a n d  

th e re fo re  c a n  e x is t  o n ly  a s  a  g i f t  o f G o d .

1021. C ause o f  f r ie n d sh ip .—  S in c e  f r ie n d s h ip  h a s  d i f 

f e r e n t  sp e c ie s , i t s  c a u s e s  a re  n o t  a lw a y s  th e  sa m e .

a) A m b it io n  a n d  d e s ire  a re  su f f ic ie n t c a u se s  o f f r ie n d sh ip 

o f u t i l i ty .

b) N a t u r a l  in c l in a t io n  is  a  su f f ic ie n t c a u s e  o f f r ie n d sh ip 

o f p leasure.

(1) I n  E th ic .,  1. V I I I ,  1 .3 .
(2) I n  E th ic .,  1. V I I I ,  1. 12.—  I I - I I ,  q . 2 3 , a. 5 .
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c) F r iendsh ip  o f  rectitude, i .e . ,  t r u e  f r ie n d s h ip ,  h a s  tw o  

c a u s e s  : f i rs t ,  t h e  n a tu r a l  in c l in a t io n  b y  w h ic h  p ers o n s  lo v e  o n e  

a n o th e r ;  se c o n d ly , t h e  v i r t u e s ^ ) .

I t  is  e v id e n t  t h a t  n a tu r a l  i n c l in a t io n  is  r e q u i r e d  f o r  f r ie n d 

s h ip . I n  a d d i t io n  to  n a t u r a l  in c l in a t io n ,  v i r t u e s  are  r e q u i re d  

f o r  tw o  re a so n s .

F irst, f r ie n d s h ip  is  a  f i r m  a n d  s ta b le  s h a r in g  o f l i fe . Bu t  

o n ly  a  v i r tu o u s  l i fe  is s ta b le .  T h e re fo re  v i r t u e s  are  r e q u i r e d  

f o r  f r ie n d s h ip .

Secondly, t r u e  f r ie n d s h ip  h a s  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  w h a t  is  w o r th y  

a n d  p ra is e w o r th y .  B u t  i t  c a n  h a v e  th i s  o n ly  f r o m  i ts  o b je c t ,  

a s  f o u n d e d  u p o n  th e  r e c t i t u d e  o f t h e  v i r tu e s .

T h e re fo re  t r u e  f r ie n d s h ip ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  m a y  b e  c al le d  

a  m o r a l  v i r t u e  a n n e x e d  t o  ju s t ic e ,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t is  c o n c e rn e d  

w i th  s o m e th in g  m o r a l ly  d u e  a m o n g  f r ie n d s ,  m a y  b e  s aid  to  

b e  a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f a ll  t h e  v i r tu e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  s p e c ia l  v i r t u e ( 1 2).

1022. Love o f  n e ig h b o r .—  1° S u p e r n a tu r a l  f r ie n d s h ip ,  

i .e . ,  c h a r i t y ,  sh o u ld  e x te n d  to  a l l  m e n , a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  d iv in e  

p re c e p t ,  Thou  sha lt love thy  neighbor as th y se lf ( M a t t .  X X I I ,  

3 9 ).

B u t ,  in  th e  n a tu r a l  o rd e r ,  is  e v e r y  m a n  b o u n d  t o  lov e  h is  

n e ig h b o r  a s  h im se lf  ? T o  th is  q u e s t io n  w e  m u s t  r e p ly  in  th e  

a f f i r m a t i v e :  in  the na tu ra l order, every m a n  is  bound to love h is 

neighbor as h im self.

a) E very m a n , i .e . ,  e v e ry  b e in g  e n d o w e d  w i th  r a t i o n a l  

n a tu r e .

b) I s  bound to love, i .e .,  is b o u n d  t o  lo v e  w i th  lo v e  o f b e n e 

v o le n c e .

c) H is  neighbor, i .e . ,  o th e rs ,  a ll  m e n .

d) A s  h im self: t h is  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  t h a t  a  p e rs o n  is b o u n d  

t o  lo v e  h is  n e ig h b o r  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  lo v e s  h im s e lf ,  bu t  t h a t

(1 ) I n  I I I  S e n t . ,  2 7 , q . 2 , a . 2 , ad  1.
(2 ) I I - I I ,  q . 2 3 , a. 4 , a d  1 .—  q . 11 4 , a . 1 , a d  1.— D e V i r tu t ib u s , q . 1 , a . 5 , 

a n d  q . 2 , a . 2 , a d  8 .
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m a n ’s lo v e  f o r  h im se lf  s h o u ld  b e  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f t h e lo v e  w h ic h  

h e  s h o u ld  h a v e  fo r  h is  n e ig h b o r  (1).

H e n c e ,  j u s t  a s  w e  d o  n o t  w ish  e v il  t o  o u rs e lv e s , so w e  s h o u ld  

n o t  w ish  e v i l to  o u r  n e ig h b o r , b u t  s h o u ld  w ish  h im  g o o d .

A n d , j u s t  a s  w e w ish  g o o d  t o  o u rse lv e s ,  so  w e  s h o u ld  w ish  

g o o d  to  o u r  n e ig h b o r ,  i .e .,  s h o u ld  lo v e  h im  w i th  lov e  o f b e n e 

v o le n ce .

2 °  W e  sh a l l  n o w  p ro v e  t h e  p r o p o s i t io n  a l r e a d y  e n u n cia te d .

A ll m e n  a r e  p o s se s se d  o f r a t i o n a l  n a tu r e .  B u t  u n io n in  

r a t i o n a l  n a t u r e  im p o se s  o n  e v e r y  m a n  th e  o b l ig a t io n o f lo v in g  

h is  n e ig h b o r  a s  h im s e lf .  T h e re fo re ,  in  t h e  n a tu r a l  o rd e r ,  

e v e r y  m a n  is b o u n d  to  lo v e  h is  n e ig h b o r  a s  h im se lf .

M in o r .—  E v e r y  m a n  te n d s  t o  h is  o w n  n a tu r e  a s  t o  a  g r e a t  

g o o d . H e n c e  h e  o u g h t  t o  t e n d  to  t h a t  s a m e  n a tu r e  w he n  

f o u n d  in  o th e rs , fo r  o th e rw is e  h e  w o u ld  n o t  lo v e  t ha t  n 'a tu re . 

I n  o th e r  w o rd s , u n io n  in  t h e  sa m e  n a t u r e  fo u n d s  m u tu a l  lo v e . 

A n d  th is  lo v e , as  f o u n d e d  in  u n io n  o f r a t i o n a l  n a tur e ,  is  t r u e  

f r ie n d s h ip . _ _

F o r ,  f ir s t , th is  u n io n  c o n n o te s  a  s h a r in g  in  t h e  sa m e  l ife .

Second ly, s in c e  th i s  u n io n  c o n n o te s  a  s h a r in g  in  r a t i o n a l  

g o o d , i t  is  f o u n d e d  o n  r e c t i t u d e ,  i .e .,  h a s  i t s  f o un d a t io n  in  th e  

v ir tu e s .

1023. O rder o f love o f n e igh b o r .—  1° M a n  is  b o u n d  to  

lo v e  a l l  m e n  a s  h im s e l f .  I t  d o e s  n o t  fo l lo w , h o w e v er ,  t h a t  m a n  

s h o u ld  n o t  lo v e  h im se lf  m o re  t h a n  h is  n e ig h b o r ,  o r  t h a t  h e  

s h o u ld  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  d e g re e  o f lo v e  f o r  a l l  h is  n e ig h b o rs .

T h u s  m a n  is n o t  b o u n d  t o  lo v e  h is  e n e m ie s  a s  e n e m ies , 

a n d  s in n e rs  a s  s in n e rs ,  fo r ,  i f  h e  d id , h e  w o u ld  b e in c l in e d  to  

e v i l  fo r  h im s e lf  o r  f o r  h is  n e ig h b o r .  B u t  m a n  is  b ou n d  to  lo v e  

h is  e n e m ie s  a n d  s in n e r s  in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  a re  p o sse sse d  o f 

r a t io n a l  n a tu r e .

2 °  I n  f r ie n d s h ip , w e  m u s t  d is t in g u is h  b e tw e e n :

(1) I I - I I ,  q . 2 6 , a . 4 , S ed  co n tra .

1 0
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a) the object, w h ic h  is th e  g o o d  th e  f r ie n d  w ish e s  h is  n e ig h 

b o r ;

b) the in te n s ity  o f  fr ie n d sh ip , w h ic h  a r is e s  f r o m  th e  d is 

p o s i t io n s  o f t h e  p e rs o n  w h o  lo v e s (1).

I n  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  t h e  o b je c t ,  o u r  lo v e  f o r  o th e r s s h o u ld  

b e  p r o p o r t i o n a te  to  t h e i r  v i r t u e ,  i .e . ,  o u r  lo v e  f or  n e ig h b o r  

s h o u ld  b e  g r e a te r  a s  h is  v i r t u e  is g r e a te r ,  in  a s  mu c h  as  w e 

s h o u ld  w ish  o th e rs  g o o d  in  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e i r  v i r tu e .

I n  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f th e  i n te n s i t y  o f f r ie n d s h ip ,  o ur  lo v e  

fo r  o th e rs  sh o u ld  b e  p r o p o r t i o n a te  t o  t h e i r  n e a r n e ss  to  u s .

T h u s  a  c h i ld  d o e s n o t  w ish  h is  f a t h e r  a  g r e a t  g o o d , su c h  

a s  th e  o ff ice  o f r u le r ,  o f w h ic h  h e  k n o w s  h is  f a th er  is in c a p a b le .  

T h is  g o o d  h e  w ish e s  a n o th e r  w h o  is  c a p a b le  o f i t .  Ne v e r th e 

less , th e  le sse r  g o o d  w h ic h  h e  w ish es  h is  f a th e r  is w ish e d  w ith  

m o re  a r d o r  a n d  i n te n s i t y  t h a n  is th e  g r e a te r  g o o d  he  w ish e s  

a n o th e r .

I n  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  c h i ld ’s f r ie n d s h ip ,  f r o m  th e  p oin t  o f 

v ie w  o f th e  o b je c t ,  is  g r e a te r  f o r  a n o th e r  t h a n  f o r h is  f a th e r ;  

b u t ,  f r o m  th e  p o in t  o f v ie w  o f th e  i n te n s i t y  o f f r ie n d s h ip , i t  is 

g r e a te r  f o r  h is  f a th e r  t h a n  f o r  a n o th e r .

1024. In te r n a l  e f fec ts  o f f r ie n d sh ip .—  T h e  in te r n a l  

e f fe c ts  o f f r ie n d s h ip  a r e  jo y , concord, a n d  m ercy.

o) J o y  is d e l ig h t e i th e r  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p re s e n c e  o f th e  g o o d  

lo v e d  o r  because the proper good exists a n d  is  conserved in  the 

one lov 'd . U n d e r  th e  se c o n d  a s p e c t ,  jo y  is a n  e f fe c t  o f f r ie nd 

sh ip , fo r  th e  f r ie n d  w ish e s  g o o d  to  th e  p e rs o n  lo v ed .

b) C o n c o rd  denotes u n io n  o f appetites am ong va rious per

sons, in  a s  m u c h  a s  th e  w ills  o f v a r io u s  h e a r t s  a c c o rd  in  c o n 

s e n t in g  to  t h e  sa m e  th in g ( 1 2).

F r ie n d s h ip  is lo v e  w h ic h  is v i r t u o u s  a n d  m u tu a l ,  a nd ,  a s  

su c h , i t  p ro d u c e s  c o n c o rd  o f  w il ls  in  t h e  p u r s u i t  of g o o d  o f  r e c 

t i tu d e .

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 2 6 , a . 7.
(2 ) I I - I I ,  q . 2 9 , a. 1.
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c) M e r c y  is  d e f in e d : a v ir tue  w h ich  inc lines a person to be 

com passionate tow ards and  to give re lie f to another who is  in 

m isery.

M e r c y  s p r in g s  f r o m  th e  v is c e ra  o f f r ie n d s h ip ,  f o r  th e  f r ie n d  

c o n s id e rs  h is  f r i e n d ’s m is e ry  a s  h is  o w n  a n d  w ish e s t o  re l ie v e  i t .

1025. E x tern a l  e ffec ts  o f f r ie n d sh ip .—  T h e r e  a r e  th r e e  

a c ts  o r  e x te r n a l  e f fe c ts  o f f r ie n d s h ip :  beneficence, a lm sg iv ing , 

an d  fra te rn a l correction.

a) B e n e f ic e n c e  is  the act o f  do ing  good to another w hen th is 

is  possib le and  the occasion p resen ts itself.

T h e  fo r m a l m o t iv e  o f b e n e f ic e n c e  is n o t  t h e  r i g h t  of o n e ’s 

n e ig h b o r , n o r  h is  m is e ry ,  n o r  a n y  sp e c ia l  a s p e c t  o f g o o d , b u t  

m e re ly  g o o d , as  g o o d  w ish e d  a n d  d e s i re d  f o r  a n o th e r.  T h u s  

i t  is e v id e n t  t h a t  b e n e f ic e n c e  is t h e  e x te r n a l  f r u it  o f f r ie n d s h ip . 

F o r  b y  f r ie n d s h ip  a  p e rs o n  w ish e s  g o o d  t o  a n o th e r ,  a n d  d o e s  t h is  

g o o d  t o  h im  w h e n  h e  c a n  d o  so  a n d  th e  o c c a s io n  fo r  d o in g  so  

a r ises .

b) A lm sg iv in g  is  the act o f g iv ing  som eth ing  to a person in 

need f r o m  a m otive o f  com passion .

T h is  is  t h e  d e f in i t io n  o f n a tu r a l  a lm s g iv in g . C h r ist ia n  

a lm sg iv in g  is  t h e  a c t  o f g iv in g  t o  t h e  n e e d y  f r o m  a m o t iv e  o f 

c o m p a ss io n  a n d  fo r  G od's sake.

T h e  m o t iv e  o f a lm s g iv in g  is  t h e  n e c e s s i ty  o r  m is e ry o f th e  

n e e d y ; a n d  a n  a lm s d e e d  is  a n  a c t  o f m e rc y . B u t  s in ce  m e rc y  

is a n  in te r n a l  e f fe c t  o f f r ie n d s h ip ,  a lm s g iv in g  is  a n  e f fe c t  o f 

f r ie n d s h ip  b y  m e a n s  o f m e rc y . I n  o th e r  w o rd s , a lm s giv in g  

is a n  a c t  elic ited b y  m e rc y  a n d  com m anded b y  f r ie n d s h ip .

c) C o r re c t io n ,  in  g e n e r a l , is  r e p ro o f  w i th  a  v ie w  to  a m e n d 

m e n t.

C o r re c t io n  m a y  b e  ju d ic ia l  o r  fra te rn a l.

J u d ic ia l  c o r re c t io n  is  g iven in  a  court, and  is  an  act o f 

ju stice .

F r a te r n a l  c o r re c t io n  is d e f in e d : an  act o f  f r ie n d sh ip  and 

m ercy by w hich we tr y , by the use o f  su itab le  w ords o f adm on i-
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t ion , or by som eth ing  equivalent, to tu rn  our neighbor f r o m  evil to 

the good o f v irtue, i.e ., to the practice o f v irtue.

F r a te r n a l  c o r r e c t io n  is  a n  a c t  e l ic i te d  b y  m e rc y  a nd  c o m 

m a n d e d  b y  f r ie n d s h ip  —  b y  c h a r i t y  in  t h e  s u p e r n a tu ra l  o rd e r  : 

i t  is  s p i r i tu a l  a lm s g iv in g .

1026. D o m est ic  f r ie n d sh ip .—  1° D o m e s t ic  f r ie n d s h ip  

is t h e  f r ie n d s h ip  w h ic h  e x is ts  a m o n g  th e  m e m b e rs  o f t h e  sa m e  

d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty , i .e .,  f a m i ly .

T h is  k in d  o f f r ie n d s h ip  is  e s s e n t ia l l y  d is t in g u is h ed  f r o m  

th e  n a tu r a l  f r ie n d s h ip  e v e r y  m a n  s h o u ld  h a v e  to w a rds  h is  

n e ig h b o r .

F o r ,  f i r s t , th e  s h a r in g  o f  l i fe  in  d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty  is  d i f f e ren t 

f r o m  th e  s h a r in g  o f l i fe  c o m m o n  to  a ll  m e n .

Second ly , t h e  m o t iv e  o f f r ie n d s h ip  is  n o t  t h e  s a m e  in  

d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty  a s  i t  is  in  h u m a n  s o c ie ty  a s  a  w h ole .

I n  h u m a n  so c ie ty  as  a  w h o le , t h e  m o t iv e  o f f r ie n d s hip  is 

l ik e n e ss  in  t h e  sa m e  r a t i o n a l  n a tu r e .

I n  d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty , t h e  m o t iv e  o f f r ie n d s h ip  is a  sp e c ia l  

u n io n ,  n a m e ly , c o n s a n g u in i ty  o r  a f f in i ty .

2 °  D o m e s t i c  f r ie n d s h ip  is d iv id e d  in to  t h e  fo l lo w ing  

sp e c i f ic a l ly  d is t in c t  sp ec ie s  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  :

paterna l fr ie n d sh ip ;

m a terna l f r ie n d sh ip ;

f i l ia l  f r ie n d sh ip ;

con juga l f r ie n d sh ip (b e tw e e n  s p o u se s ) ;

f r ie n d sh ip  tow ards relatives by blood or a ffin ity .

3 °  T h e  lo v e  o f p a r e n ts  f o r  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  s h o u ld  b e g r e a te r  

t h a n  th e  lo v e  o f c h i ld re n  fo r  t h e i r  p a r e n ts ,  f o r  p ar e n ts  lo v e  th e i r  

c h i ld re n  a s  a  p a r t  o f th e m s e lv e s , w h e re a s  c h i ld re n  lo v e  t h e i r  

p a r e n ts  n o t  a s  a  p a r t  o f th e m s e lv e s ,  b u t  a s  t h e  p r in c ip le  o f 

t h e i r  b e in g .  T h e  f i r s t  a s p e c t  is  a  g r e a te r  c a u se  o f lo v e  t h a n  t h e  

se c o n d , fo r  m a n  lo v e s  h im s e lf  m o re  t h a n  h e  lo v e s  h is  n e ig h b o r .
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O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  c h i ld r e n  a r e  m o re  in d e b te d  t o  t he i r  

p a r e n ts  t h a n  t h e i r  p a r e n ts  a re  t o  th e m .

T h e re fo re  a  f a th e r  m a y  a b a n d o n  a  w ic k e d  so n , b u t  a  so n  

m a y  n o t  a b a n d o n  a  w ic k e d  f a th e r .

4 °  I n  r e la t io n  t o  t h e  o b je c t  o f f r ie n d s h ip ,  t h e  f i lia l f r ie n d 

s h ip  o f m a r r ie d  p e rs o n s  to w a r d s  t h e i r  p a r e n ts  s h o u ld  b e  g r e a te r  

t h a n  t h e  c o n ju g a l  f r ie n d s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e m s e lv e s ,  for  t h e  m a r 

r ie d  p e rs o n s  a re  m o re  in d e b te d  to  t h e i r  p a r e n ts  t h an  th e y  a r e  

t o  e a c h  o th e r .

I n  re la t io n  t o  th e  i n te n s i t y  o f f r ie n d s h ip ,  c o n ju g al  f r ie n d 

s h ip  s h o u ld  b e  g r e a te r  t h a n  f i l ia l  f r ie n d s h ip , fo r  t h e  m a r r ie d  

p e rs o n s  a r e  one flesh , a n d  th i s  u n io n  is  a  b e t t e r  d is p o s i t io n  fo r  

f r ie n d s h ip  t h a n  is  t h e  r e la t io n  o f c h i ld re n  to  p a r en ts .

5 °  C h i ld re n  s h o u ld  h a v e  g r e a te r  lo v e  f o r  th e i r  f a the r  th a n  

fo r  t h e i r  m o th e r ,  f o r  t h e  f a th e r ,  a s  t h e  a c t i v e  p r in c ip le , is a  

m o re  e x c e l le n t  p r in c ip le  t h a n  t h e  m o th e r ,  w h o  is a  p a ss iv e  

p r in c ip le ,  in  t h e  b e g e t t in g  o f c h i ld r e n ;  b u t  t h e y  sh o u ld  h a v e  

g r e a te r  lo v e  f o r  t h e i r  m o th e r  a s  th e  o n e  w h o  h a s  the  g r e a te r  

lo v e  fo r  t h e m ^ ) .

C h i ld re n  s h o u ld  lo v e  e a c h  o th e r  a s  c o m p a n io n s  w h o  ha v e  

a n  e q u a l s h a re  in  d o m e s t ic  life .

6 °  T h is  o rd e r  in  d o m e s t ic  f r ie n d s h ip  is b a s e d  o n  a bs t r a c t  

c o n s id e ra t io n s . I n  t h e  c o n c r e te , t h e  o r d e r  m a y  b e  ch a n g e d  

b e c a u se  o f  c e r ta in  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ;  v .g ., if  t h e  f a the r  is a  m a n  

o f v ic io u s  l ife , w h e re a s  th e  m o th e r  is a  v i r t u o u s  pe rs o n , th e  

c h i ld re n  o f s u c h  p a r e n ts  s h o u ld  lo v e  t h e i r  m o th e r  mo re  t h a n  

t h e y  lo v e  t h e i r  f a th e r .

1027. P o li t ic a l f r ie n d sh ip .—  1° P o l i t i c a l  f r ie n d s h ip  is 

d e f in e d : the fr ie n d sh ip  w hich ex is ts  between the m em bers o f the 

sam e po litica l or c iv il society.

a) T h is  k in d  o f f r ie n d s h ip  is  n a tu r a l ,  f o r  n a t u r e  in c lin e s  

m e n  to  e s ta b l is h  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  a n d  t o  p u rs u e  th e  c om m o n  g o o d  

in  t h i s  so c ie ty .  1

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 2 6 , a . 10.
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b) T h is  k in d  o f f r ie n d s h ip  is , u n d e r  a  c e r ta in  a s p e c t, 

s u p e r io r  to  d o m e s t ic  f r ie n d s h ip , a n d  to  o th e r  k in d s o f f r ie n d 

s h ip  o f a  m o re  r e s t r i c te d  o rd e r .

T h e  e n d  o f d o m e s t ic  f r ie n d s h ip  a n d  o f o th e r  k in d s  of f r ie n d 

sh ip  o f a  l im ite d  o rd e r  c o n s is ts  in  c e r ta in  p a r t i c ul a r  b e n e f i ts , 

i .e .,  g o o d s , w h e re a s  t h e  e n d  o f p o l i t i c a l  f r ie n d s h ip  is t h e  c o m 

m o n  u t i l i t y ,  i .e .,  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f a ll  m e n  l i v ing  in  t h e  

sa m e  c iv i l  so c ie ty . T h e re fo re  d o m e s t ic  f r ie n d s h ip  an d  o th e r  

k in d s  o f f r ie n d s h ip  o f a  l im ite d  o rd e r  a r e  c o n ta in ed  in  p o l i t i c a l  

f r ie n d s h ip  a s  p a r t s  in  th e  w h o le  (1).

2 °  I n  p o l i t i c a l  f r ie n d s h ip , th e r e  a re  th r e e ^ th in g s  to  b e  

c o n s id e re d  :

the rela tions o f subjects to their ru ler;

the re la tions o f the ru ler to h is  sub jects;

the rela tions o f sub jects, i.e ., o f  c itizens, to one another.

a) S u b je c ts  a re  u n d e r  o b l ig a t io n s  t o  t h e i r  le a d e r  in  th r e e  

th in g s  :

f id e li ty , in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  a re  n o t  a l lo w e d  to  sh o w  to  a n 

o th e r  th e  h o n o r  w h ic h  t h e y  o w e  to  t h e i r  r u le r ;

reverence, in  a s  m u c h  a s  th e y  o u g h t  to  d o  n o  in ju r y  to  t h e i r  

ru le r ;

service, i .e .,  quasi-fi l ia l fr ie n d sh ip , in  a s  m u c h  a s  s u b je c ts  

o w e  a  d e b t  o f g r a t i t u d e  to  th e i r  r u le r  in  r e t u r n  f or  th e  b e n e f i t s  

th e y  re c e iv e  f r o m  h im ( 1 2). C i t iz e n s ,  in d e e d , a r e  di r e c te d  b y  

th e i r  c iv il  le a d e r  to  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d , a n d  h e n c e  the y  re c e iv e  

a  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  b e n e f i t  f ro m  h im .

b) T h e  r u le r  is c o n s t i t u te d  su c h , in  o rd e r  t h a t  h e  m ay  

g o v e rn  h is  s u b je c ts  n o t  a c c o rd in g  t o  h u m a n  w il l a n d p a ss io n s , 

b u t  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  la w , w h ic h  is  a  d i c t a te  o f re a s o n . I n  

o th e r  w o rd s , a  ru le r  is a  m a n  w h o  ru le s  in  a c c o rd a nc e  w ith  

re a so n .

H e n c e  a  r u le r  s h o u ld  e n fo rc e  ju s t ic e  in  d e a l in g  w i th  h is  

su b je c ts .

(1 ) I n  E th ic .,  1. V I I I ,  1 .9 , n n . 1 6 6 9 -1 6 7 1 .
(2) I - I I ,  q . 10 0 , a . 5 .
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H e  s h o u ld  n o t  w o rk  f o r  h is  o w n  u t i l i t y ,  b u t  fo r  th e u t i l i t y  

o f o th e rs . H e n c e  h e  s h o u ld  n o t  b e c o m e  p o sse sse d  o f g r e a te r  

g o o d s  t h a n  h is  s u b je c ts , e x c e p t p e r h a p s  in  a c c o rd a nc e  w i th  th e  

d u e  p ro p o r t io n  o f d is t r i b u t i v e  ju s t ic e .

B u t ,  s in c e  a  r u le r  s p e n d s  h im s e lf  fo r  s o c ie ty , h e  ha s  a  r i g h t  

to  r e w a r d  f r o m  s o c ie ty , n a m e ly , to  h o n o r  a n d  g lo ry , w h ic h  a re  

th e  g r e a te s t  g o o d s  w h ic h  c a n  b e  g iv e n  b y  m e n ( ') .

F in a l ly ,  in  d e a l in g  w i th  h is  s u b je c ts ,  t h e  ru le r  s ho u ld  u se  

c le m e n c y  in  a s  m u c h  a s  ju s t i c e  a l lo w s  i t ,  w h e re a s  he  s h o u ld  

e m p lo y  se v e re  a n d  s t r i c t  ju s t ic e  in  p r o te c t in g  th e m a g a in s t  

fo re ig n  e n e m ie s .

c) P o l i t ic a l  f r ie n d s h ip  a m o n g  c i t iz e n s  is th e  sa m e  a s  c o n 

c o rd  (1 2) , w h ic h  e x is ts  w h e n  th e r e  is  u n i t y  o f c h oic e  in  r e g a r d  

t o  p r a c t ic a l  a c t i v i t ie s  o f c o n s id e ra b le  im p o r ta n c e , s u c h  a s  

m a t te r s  p e r ta in in g  to  p o l i t i c a l  so c ie ty .

T h e re fo re  c o n c o rd  d o e s n o t  r e q u i r e  u n i t y  o f o p in io n in  

s p e c u la t i v e  m a t te r s ,  o r  u n i t y  o f c h o ic e  in  p r in c ip al  m a t te r s  o f 

m in o r  im p o r ta n c e .

1028. J u s t ic e, f r ie n d sh ip , a n d  c h a r ity .—  1° I n  o rd e r  

to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  re la t io n s  b e tw e e n  ju s t ic e  a n d  c h ar i t y ,  w e 

m u s t  f i rs t  c o n s id e r  e q u a l i t y ,  w h ic h  p e r ta in s  to  b o th ,  a l th o u g h  

in  d i f f e r e n t w a y s.

I t  p e r ta in s  to  ju s t ic e  to  re d u c e  u n e q u a l  th in g s  to  e q u a l i t y ,  

t h a t  is , ju s t i c e  is c o n c e rn e d  w ith  t h e  re e s ta b l i s h me n t  o f e q u a l i ty .  

H e n c e , w h e n  e q u a l i t y  o n c e  m o re  e x is ts , t h e  w o rk  o f ju s t i c e  is 

f in ish e d , a n d  w h e n  e q u a l i ty  h a s  b e e n  e s ta b l i s h e d , it  p e r ta in s  

to  f r ie n d s h ip  to  t a k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f i t .  F r ie n d s h ip ,  in d e e d , 

d o e s  n o t  e x is t  a m o n g  p e rs o n s  s e p a r a te d  f r o m  e a c h  o th e r  b y  

g r e a t  in e q u a l i ty ,  b u t  a m o n g  th o s e  w h o  a re  in  a  c e r ta in  w a y  

e q u a ls . T h e re fo re  e q u a l i t y  is  th e  te r m  in  ju s t i c e ,  ^w hereas 

i t  is t h e  p r in c ip le  in  f r ie n d s h ip  (3).

F r o m  th e  fo r e g o in g  c o n c lu s io n s , w e c a n  d e d u c e  th e  fo u r  

p r o p o s i t io n s  w h ic h  fo l lo w .

(1 ) I n  E th ic .,  1 V . 1. 11, n n . 1 0 0 9 -1 0 1 1 .
(2) I n  E th ic .,  1 . I X ,  1. 6.
(3) I n  E th ic .,  1 V I I I ,  1. 7 , n . 1 63 2 .
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a) There can he no fr ie n d sh ip  w itho u t ju s t ic e .—  E q u a l i t y  

is th e  p r in c ip le  in  ju s t i c e .  B u t  w h e re  ju s t i c e  d o e s n o t  e x is t ,  

th e r e  c a n  b e  n o  e q u a l i ty .  T h e re fo re .

b) In ju s t ic e  is  d irectly  opposed to f r ie n d sh ip —  and  to char

ity . —  I n ju s t i c e  d e s tr o y s  e q u a l i ty ,  w h ic h  is  th e  p r in c ip le  in  

f r ie n d s h ip .

T h is  p r o p o s i t io n  m a y  a lso  b e  p ro v e d  f r o m  a  s ig n . I n

ju s t ic e  to w a r d s  a  p e rs o n  t o  w h o m  w e  o w e  g r e a t  f r ie nd s h ip  is 

g re a te r  t h a n  in ju s t ic e  to w a rd s  a  p e rs o n  to  w h o m  w e  o w e  

le sse r  f r ie n d s h ip ;  v .g ., a  p e rs o n  w h o  m u r d e r s  h is  fa t h e r  s in s  

m o re  g r ie v o u s ly  t h a n  a  p e rs o n  w h o  m u r d e r s  a  s t r a n g er .

c) F r iendsh ip  d isposes a person  fo r  ju s tic e  a n d  preserves 

i t.  —  F r ie n d s h ip  is  t h e  lo v e  o f b e n e v o le n c e  b y  w h ic h  a p e rs o n  

w ish es  g o o d  to  a n o th e r .  B u t  h e  w h o  w ish e s  g o o d  t o  an o th e r  

g iv es  h im  h is  d u e , a n d  d o e s  n o  in ju r y  t o  h im . T h e refo re .

T h is  is  e v id e n t :  fo r  n o  o n e  is  u n ju s t  to w a r d s  f r ie nd s  w h o m  

h e  t r u l y  lo v e s .

d) J us tice  is  insu ffic ien t w ithou t f r ie n d sh ip . —  J u s t i c e  

re d u c e s  u n e q u a l th in g s  to  e q u a l i ty ,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  p ro d u c e  b e 

n e f ic en c e , m e rc y , p e a c e , a n d  jo y , a l l  o f w h ic h  a r e  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  

li fe  in  so c ie ty . T h e re fo re  f r ie n d s h ip  m u s t  b e  a d d e d t o  ju s t ic e ,  

n o t  to  e s ta b l i s h  e q u a l i ty ,  b u t  to  c o m p le te  th e  p o l it i c a l  d u ty  

a l r e a d y  b e g u n  b y  ju s t ic e .

2 °  C h a r i t y  is m u c h  m o re  e x c e l le n t t h a n  f r ie n d s h ip  of t h e  

n a tu r a l  o rd e r ,  b e c a u se  i ts  e n d  is  t h e  lo v e  o f G o d  in  H im se l f ,  

a n d  th e  lo v e  o f o n e ’s n e ig h b o r  f o r  G o d ’s s a k e , in  as  m u c h  as  

G o d  is  th e  F a t h e r  o f a l l  m e n , a n d  g iv e s  H im s e l f  in  a  w o n d e r fu l  

c o m m u n ic a t io n  o f  l i fe  a s  t h e  b e a t i f y in g  o b je c t .

T h e re fo re  c h a r i t y ,  l ik e  f r ie n d s h ip , b u t  in  a  m a n n e r s u 

p e r io r  t o  t h a t  o f f r ie n d s h ip , p re s u p p o se s  ju s t ic e  an d  p re s e rv e s  

i t ,  a n d  p e r f e c ts  th e  w o rk  b e g u n  b y  ju s t i c e ,  in  a s  mu c h  a s  i t  

d i r e c ts  a l l  th in g s  to  G o d , W h o  is lo v e d  in  H im s e l f .

T h e re fo re , fo r  th e  r e s to r a t io n  o f t h e  so c ia l o rd e r , t h e  C h u rc h  

u rg e s  t h e  e x e rc ise  o f c h a r i t y  a s  w e ll a s  o f j u s t i c e( ') .  1

(1) H o w  c o m p le te le y  d e c e iv e d  a re th o se  in co n s id e r a te  refo rm ers w h o , 
zea lo u s o n ly  fo r  c o m m u ta t iv e  ju s t ic e , p ro u d ly  d isd ain  th e  h e lp  o f  c h a r i ty . C h a-
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1029. V ices op p osed  to  f r ie n d sh ip .—  T h e  fo l lo w in g  a re  

th e  v ic e s  o p p o se d  t o  f r ie n d s h ip :

a ) hatred, w h ic h  is  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  lo v e  o f p re fe re n c e  o f 

f r ie n d s h ip ;

b) envy, w h ic h  is o p p o s e d  to  t h e  jo y  c o n c e rn in g  o n e ’s n e ig h

b o r ’s g o o d ;

c) discord, w h ic h  is  o p p o s e d  t o  th e  e f fe c t  

w h ic h  is  p e a c e ;

d) contention , w h ic h  is  o p p o s e d  to  p e a c e , 

sp e e c h ;

e) the sp ir i t  o f  d iv is io n , sed ition , w ar, a n d  quarre ling , w h ic h  

a re  o p p o s e d  t o  p e a c e , in  r e la t io n  t o  w o rk , i .e ., a ct io n s ;

/ )  scanda l, w h ic h  is  o p p o se d  t o  t h e  e f fe c t  o f f r ie n d s h ip , 

w h ic h  is b e n e f ic e n c e .

1) H a t r e d ,  in  g e n e r a l , is  t h e  a c t  o r  m o v e m e n t  o f t he  w ill 

b y  w h ic h  a  p e rs o n  is  m a le v o le n t l y  d is p o se d  to w a r d s  so m e 

th in g .

H a t r e d  is  o f tw o  k in d s :  h a t r e d  o f a b o m in a t io n  a n d  ha t r e d  

o f e n m ity .

H a t r e d  o f a b o m in a t io n  is  t h e  h a t r e d  o f a  p e rs o n  w h o h a s  

a n  a v e rs io n  f o r  s o m e th in g  a s  u n s u i ta b le  a n d  e v i l  to h im . T h is  

k in d  o f h a t r e d  is  o p p o se d  to  th e  lo v e  o f c o n c u p is c en c e , b y  w h ic h  

w e w ish  o u rse lv e s  g o o d . H a t r e d  o f a b o m in a t io n  o f o ne ’s 

n e ig h b o r  is  o f tw o  k in d s :  h a t r e d  o f a b o m in a t io n  o f t h e  p e rs o n , 

b y  w h ic h  w e h a v e  a n  a v e rs io n  f o r  t h e  p e rs o n  h im se lf,  h is  n a tu r e .

o f f r ie n d s h ip , 

in  r e la t io n  to

r i ty  c a n n o t  ta k e  th e  pla ce  o f  j us t ic e  u n fa ir ly  w it held , b u t , e v e n  th o u g h  a  s ta te 
o f th in g s  ca n  b e  p ic tu re d  in  w h ich  e v e r y  m a n  rece ive s a t  la s t  a ll  t h a t  is h is  d u e , 
a w id e  fie ld  w il l n ev e th e le ss  rem a in  o p en  fo r  ch a r ity . F or  ju s t ic e  a lo n e , e v e n 
th o u g h  m o s t  fa i th fu l ly  o b ser v ed , ca n  re m o v e  in d e ed  th e  ca u se  o f so c ia l s tr i fe , 
b u t  ca n  n ev er  b r in g  a b o u t  a u n io n  o f h ea r ts  a n d  m ind s. Y e t  th is  u n io n , b in d 
in g  m en  to g e th e r , is th e  m a in  p r in c ip le  o f s ta b i l i ty  in  a ll in s t i tu t io n s , n o  m a tte r  
h o w  p er fec t t h e y  m a y  se em , w h ich  a im  a t  es ta b lish ing  so c ia l p ea ce  a n d  p ro m o 
t in g  m u tu a l a id . In  it s  a b sen ce , as re p e a te d  ex p er ien ce  p ro v es, t h e  w ise st  reg 
u la t io n s  co m e to  n o th in g . T h e n  o n ly  w il l i t  b e p o ssib le  to  u n ite  a ll  in  h a r 
m o n io u s s t r iv in g  fo r  t h e  co m m o n  g o o d , w h en  a ll  se c tio n s o f  so c ie ty  h a v e  th e 
in t im a te  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  t h e y  a re m em b er s o f a  s in gle  fa m ily  a n d  ch ild ren  o f 
th e  sa m e H e a v e n ly  F a th e r , a n d  fu r th e r , t h a t  th e y  a re (( o n e  b o d y  in  C h r is t  a n d 
e v e ry o n e  m em b ers o n e  o f  a n o th e r  » (R o m .,  X I I ,  5 ) ,  an d  h en ce  t h a t  « if  o n e 
m em ber  su ffe r  a n y th in g , a ll th e  m em b ers su ffer  w ith i t » .  ( I  C or ., X I I ,  2 6 ) .—  
Q u a drag esim o  A n n o .
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a n d  h is  g ra c e  a s  e v i ls  d is p le a s in g  to  u s , a n d  th is  is  a lw a y s  e v i l ;  

or h a t r e d  o f  a b o m in a t io n  o f  o n e ’s n e ig h b o r ’s q u a l i t y ; a n d  th is  

k in d  o f h a t r e d  is e v i l  if  i t  c o n c e rn s  g o o d  q u a l i t ies ,  a n d  is  g o o d  

if c o n c e rn e d  w ith  e v il  q u a l i t i e s .

H a t r e d  o f e n m i ty  is hatred by w hich we w ish  evil as such  to 

a person. T h is  k in d  o f h a t r e d  is o p p o s e d  t o  th e  lo v e  o f f r ien d 

sh ip , b y  w h ic h  w e w ish  g o o d  a s  s u c h  t o  a n o th e r .  H a tr e d  o f 

e n m i ty  is  o f i t s  n a tu r e  e v i l ,  a n d , in d e e d , g r a v e ly  so.

2 ) E n v y  is sadness concern ing another’s good apprehended 

as evil to oneself, in  as m uch  as i t  lessens one’s ow n glory and 

excellence. T h e  e n v io u s  p e rs o n  e x p e r ie n c e s  s o r r o w  c o n c e rn in g  

so m e th in g  w h ic h  s h o u ld  m a k e  h im  re jo ic e ,  n a m e ly ,  t he  g o o d  

o f a n o th e r .

3 ) D is c o rd , in  g e n e ra l ,  is  d is a g r e e m e n t  o f w il ls  o r j u d g 

m e n ts .

D is c o rd , a s  o p p o se d  to  f r ie n d s h ip ,  is d e f in e d : disagree

m ent o f  w ills in  regard to good w hich, in  v ir tue  o f fr ie n d sh ip , 

should be desired and  pu rsued .

I f  th e  g o o d  s h o u ld  b e  p u rs u e d  b e c a u s e  o f a n o th e r  v ir t u e ,  

d is c o rd  is o p p o s e d  to  th is  v i r tu e ,  n o t  f o r m a l l y  to  f r ie n d s h ip .  

A  p e rs o n  w h o  d o e s  n o t  p u rs u e  le g a l  g o o d , i .e .,  w h a t is  le g a l ly  

d u e , s in s  a g a in s t  ju s t ic e ;  a n d  a  p e rs o n  w h o  d o e s  n ot  a g re e  to  

t h e  w ill o f h is  su p e r io r  s in s  a g a in s t  o b e d ie n c e .

4 ) C o n te n t io n ,  in  g e n e ra l ,  is a  v e rb a l  b a t t l e .

A s o p p o s e d  to  f r ie n d s h ip ,  i t  h a s  a  sp e c ia l  m e a n in g . I t  is 

d e f in e d : an assault w h ich a person m akes on tru th , w ithou t ob

serving in  h is  w ords the m odera tion  requ ired  by c ircum stances o f 

the m atter and persons concerned.

T h e  p r in c ip a l  e le m e n t in  c o n te n t io n  is  t h e  a t t a c k  on  t r u t h ,  

n o t  th e  la c k  o f m o d e r a t io n  in  w o rd s .

5 ) S p i r i t  o f d iv is io n  o r  s c h ism  is  the vo lun ta ry  and  u n la w fu l 

scission  o f the u n i ty  o f  c iv il society.

Q u a rr e l in g ,  w h ic h  is  a  k in d  o f p r i v a te  w a r , is  d e f in e d : 

contrad iction in  deeds by w hich one m a n  in tends  harm  to another, 

or a fe w  m en in te nd  ha rm  to a fe w  others.
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H e n c e , j u s t  a s  c o n te n t io n  im p l ie s  c o n t r a d ic t io n  in  w o rd s , 

so  q u a r re l in g  im p l ie s  c o n t r a d ic t io n  in  d e e d s .

S e d it io n  is the tu m u lt  o f  the par ts  o f the sam e socia l whole p re

pa r ing  themselves fo r  battle.

S e d it io n  is  d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  q u a r r e l in g  in  tw o  w ay s :

a ) q u a r re l in g  im p l ie s  a c tu a l  a g g re ss io n  o n  e a c h  s ide , w h e 

re a s  s e d i t io n  im p l ie s  e i th e r  a c tu a l  a g g re ss io n  o r  on ly  p r e p a 

r a t i o n  fo r  i t ;

b) q u a r re l in g  e x is ts  b e tw e e n  o n e  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n  an d  

a n o th e r ,  o r  b e tw e e n  a  fe w  p e rs o n s  o n  o n e  s id e  a n d  a fe w  o n  th e  

o th e r ,  w h e re a s  s e d i t io n  e x is ts  b e tw e e n  la rg e  p a r t s  o f  a  m u l 

t i t u d e ,  i .e ., b e tw e e n  so c ia l  fa c t io n s .

W e  sh a l l  d e a l  w i th  w a r  la te r .

6) S c a n d a l is d e f in e d : a word or deed som ewhat lack ing  in 

rectitude w h ich  is  an occasion o f sp ir i tu a l r u in  to another.

a) W ord o r  deed, i .e .,  a n y  e x te r n a l  a c t io n ,  o r  o m iss io n  o f 

e x te r n a l  a c t io n , a n d  n o t  s im p ly  a  t h o u g h t  o r  d e s ire.

b) Som ew hat lacking  in  rectitude, i .e .,  in  so m e  w a y  d e f i 

c ie n t  in  r e c t i tu d e ,  e i th e r  b e c a u s e  i t  is  e v i l in  i tse l f  o r  f r o m  i t s  

c i r c u m s ta n c e s , o r  b e c a u se , e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  is  g o o d , i t  h a s  a n  

a p p e a r a n c e  o f  e v i l t h r o u g h  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  o f p e rso n s o r  m a t te r s  

c o n c e rn e d .

c) Occasion o f sp ir itu a l ru in , in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  c a n  le a d  

o th e r s  i n to  s in .

T h e re fo re  n o t  e v e r y  s in  c o m m i t te d  in  t h e  p re se n c e  of o th e rs  

h a s  t h e  m a l ic e  o f  s c a n d a l,  b u t  o n ly  s u c h  s in s  a s  a re  fo re se e n , 

o r  c a n  a n d  o u g h t  t o  b e  fo re s e e n , a s  c a p a b le  o f le a din g  o th e rs  

in to  s in . T h u s  n e i th e r  p e rs o n s  o f v e r y  v ic io u s  l i fe n o r  p e rso n s  

o f g r e a t  v i r t u e  c a n  b e  e a s i ly  in f lu e n c e d , i .e .,  s c an d a l iz e d , b y  th e  

b a d  e x a m p le  o f a  s in n e r .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  in  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  lu s t ,  i t  is  v e ry  d i ff ic u l t  to  

a v o id  sc a n d a l.

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. D e f in e  fr ie n d sh ip , g iv e  i t s  d iv is io n s  in  re la t ion  t o  i t s  o b je c t ,  a n d  s ta te 
th e  ca u ses  o f t ru e  fr ie n d sh ip .
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2 . W h a t  is th e  s ig n if ica n ce  o f  th e  w ord  a s in  th e  p ro p o s it io n :  e v e ry  m a n 
is b o u n d  to  lo v e  h is  n e ig h b o r  a s h im s el f  f

3 . U n d er  w h a t a sp ec t  shou ld  a  ch ild  lo v e  h is  fa th e r  m ore th a n  h is 
m o th er , a n d  v ic e  v e r sa  ?

4 . E x p la in  w h y  in ju st ic e  is d ir e c t ly  o p p o sed  t o  f r ie n d sh ip  a n d  ch a r i ty .

5 . D e f in e  e n v y .

E n d  o f  M o n a s t i c s
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1030.—  N o t io n  o f E c o n o m ic s .—  1° M a n  is  d e s t in e d  

b y  h is  n a t u r e  to  l iv e  in  s o c ie ty . B u t  s o c ie ty , a s  we h a v e  see n , 

is  a  w h o le  w h ic h  h a s  n o t  a b s o lu te  u n i t y ,  b u t  o n ly  un i t y  o f  o rd e r .  

T h e re fo re  th e  p a r t  o f a  s o c ie ty  h a s  o p e ra t io n s  d i s ti n c t  f r o m  th e  

o p e ra t io n s  w h ic h  a re  c o m m o n  to  t h e  so c ie ty  a s  a  w h ole . H e n c e  

th e  sc ie n c e  w h ic h  d e a ls  w i th  s o c ie ty , i .e .,  w i th  m an  l i v in g  in  

s o c ie ty , is a  p r a c t ic a l  s c ie n c e  sp e c i f ic a l ly  d i s t i nc t  f ro m  th e  

sc ie n c e  w h ic h  d e a ls  w i th  in d iv id u a l  o r  s o l i ta r y  m a n.

T h e re fo re , h a v in g  d e a l t  in  M o n a s t ic s  w i th  in d iv id u al  

m a n , w e  n o w  t u r n  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e  s tu d y  o f m a n  l i v in g  in  

so c ie ty .

2 °  T h e  f i r s t  n a t u r a l  s o c ie ty  in  w h ic h  m a n  m u s t  l iv e is  th e  

h o m e  o r  fa m i ly , i .e . ,  d o m e s t ic  so c ie ty .

T h e  h o m e  is  d e f in e d :  a co m m u n ity  constitu ted  in  accord

ance w ith  na ture fo r  the acts o f d a ily  l ife (1).

a) C o m m u n ity  constitu ted  in  accordance w ith  nature: n a tu r e  

in c l in e s  m a n  to  th e  h o m e , i .e .,  to  d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty,  w h ic h  is 

c o n s t i t u te d  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  n a tu r e .  H e n c e  s o m e thin g  m o re  

is r e q u i re d  fo r  d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty  t h a n  th e  s h a r in g  in  a  c o m m o n  

l i fe :  th is  s h a r in g  o r  c o m m u n ic a t io n  m u s t  b e  in  a c c ord a n c e  w ith  

n a tu r e .  T h u s  a  c o m m u n i ty  o f  t h e  a g e d  in  a  h o m e  fo r  t h e  o ld  

is  n o t  a  d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty .

b) For the acts o f  d a ily  l ife , i .e .,  fo r  s u c h  a c ts  a s  e a t in g ,  

g a th e r in g  a b o u t  th e  sa m e  f i re p la c e , e tc . T h u s  d o m e st ic  l i fe  is 

d i s t i n c t  f r o m  l i fe  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  a c ts  o th e r  t h a n  da i ly  a c ts ,  a s  

a re  th e  a c ts  o f c o m m e rc ia l  l i fe , o f  w a r , e tc .

3 °  W e  m a y  n o w  d e f in e  E c o n o m ic s : the practica l science 

w hich deals w ith  m a n  liv ing  in  dom estic  society; o r , the practica l

(1 ) I n  P o l i t ic ,  1. 1, ] . 1.
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science w h ich  deals w ith  the d a ily  acts o f  m a n  in  a co m m u n ity 

constitu ted  in  accordance w ith  n a tu re, i .e .,  in  d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty .

E c o n o m ic s  is a  p ra c t i c a l  s c ie n c e  b e c a u s e  i t  is  c o n ce rn e d  

w i th  h u m a n  a c ts  p e r fo rm e d  fo r  a n  e n d .

1031. D iv is io n  o f E c o n o m ic s .—  E c o n o m ic s  is  a  p r a c 

t i c a l  s c ie n c e  w h ic h  d e a ls  w i th  m a n  l i v in g  in  d o m e s tic  s o c ie ty . 

B u t ,  b e fo re  w e  d is c u s s  d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty , w e  m u s t  k no w  w d ia t 

is  m e a n t  b y  s o c ie ty  in  g e n e ra l . H e n c e  w e d iv id e  E c on o m ic s  

i n to  tw o  b o o k s . I n  t h e  f i r s t  b o o k , w e  s h a l l  d e a l  w ith  s o c ie ty  

in  g e n e r a l ;  a n d ,  in  t h e  se c o n d , w i th  d o m e s t ic  s o c iety .

B o o k  I  : S o c ie ty  in  g e n e ra l .

B o o k  I I  : D o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty .



B O O K  I

T H E  O N L Y  C H A P T E R

S O C IE T Y  IN  G E N E R A L

P ro lo g u e .—  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  o n ly  o n e  c h a p te r  in  th is  b o o k ;  

a n d  in  i t ,  in  tw o  d i s t i n c t  a r t i c le s ,  w e  s h a l l  d e a l  w i th  s o c ie ty  a n d  

w i th  a u th o r i t y .

S o c ie ty

S ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n 
O p in io n s o f  a d v e rs a r ie s
T h e s is :  M a n  is  d e s t in e d  b y  h is  n a tu r e  t o  l i v e 

in  s o c ie t y
S c h o lia
D iv is io n  o f  s o c ie t y

A u th o r it y

S ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n 
O p in io n s
T h e s is :  A u th o r i t y  is  n e c e ss a r y  in  a  h e te r o 

g e n e o u s  s o c ie t y ,  b u t  n o t  in  a  h o m o 
g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty

S c h o l ia
A ll a u th o r i t y  a s s u c h  d e r iv e s fro m  G o d 
D if f ic u l t ie s



A R T I C L E  I

S O C I E T Y

1032. S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° S o c ie ty , a c 

c o rd in g  t o  i t s  e ty m o lo g y ,  is  a  u n io n  o r  a s s o c ia t io n o f  tw o  o r  

m o re  p e rs o n s .  H e n c e  tw o  e le m e n ts  a r e  f o u n d  in  t h e  co n c e p t  o f 

s o c ie ty :  u n io n  a n d  p lu r a l i t y .

1) T h e  k in d  o f  u n io n  p r o p e r  to  s o c ie ty  is  n o t  u n io n in  

b e in g . H e n c e  th e  u n io n  o f  f i r s t  m a t t e r  a n d  s u b s ta n ti a l  fo rm , 

o r  o f s u b s ta n c e  a n d  a c c id e n ts ,  m a y  n o t  b e  c a l l e d  a  s o c ie ty .

I n  l ik e  m a n n e r ,  t h e  u n io n  o f tw o  o r  m o re  s u b s is t in g th in g s  

in  b e in g , a c c o rd in g  to  r e la t io n s  o f i d e n t i t y ,  l i k e ne s s , o r  e q u a l i t y ,  

d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i t u te  a  so c ie ty . T h u s ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  wh e n  p a r e n ts  

a n d  c h i ld re n  a b a n d o n  t h e i r  c o m m o n  l i fe , t h e y  n o  lo ng e r  fo rm  a  

s in g le  so c ie ty .  S im i la r ly , i t  is p o s s ib le  f o r  m e m b ers  o f  t h e  sa m e  

n a t i o n a l i t y  to  l iv e  in  d i s t i n c t  c iv i l  so c ie t ie s .  H en c e  w e  m u s t  

c o n c lu d e  t h a t  s o c ie ty  is  th e  u n io n  o f tw o  o r  m o re  pe rs o n s  in  

o p e r a t io n .

B u t  i t  is n o t  a n y  k in d  o f u n io n  o f  s e v e ra l  p e rs o n s  in  o p e r a 

t i o n  w h ic h  is t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  o f  so c ie ty . T h e r e  is a  c e r ta in  

u n io n  in  o p e r a t io n  a m o n g  s ta t u a r i e s  in  a s  m u c h  a s  th e y  a c t  fo r  

a  c o m m o n  e n d ;  b u t ,  i f  t h e y  w o rk , e a c h  f o r  h im s e lf ,  t h e y  d o  n o t  

fo rm  a  so c ie ty . M o re o v e r , i t  is  p o s s ib le  f o r  th e m  to  w o rk  in  

o p p o s i t io n  t o  e a c h  o th e r .  S im i la r ly ,  p e rs o n s  w h o  a re  e n g a g e d  

in  th e  s a m e  w o rk , b u t  w h o  a r e  n o t  u n i te d  b y  a  so c ial  b o n d ,  d o  

n o t  fo rm  a  s o c ie ty . A m o n g  s u c h  p e rs o n s  q u a r r e ls ,  w hic h  a r e  a  

s ig n  o f  d is s o c ia t io n , f r e q u e n t l y  a r is e  C1).

H e n c e  th e  k in d  o f  u n io n  p r o p e r  t o  s o c ie ty  c o m p r is e s tw o  

e le m e n ts :

a) a n  e n d , i .e .,  a  c o m m o n  g o o d , to  w h ic h  i t s  a c t i o n s  te n d ;

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 6 6 , a . 2 .
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b) a  c o m m u n i ty ,  i .e .,  a  u n io n ,  o f i t s  o p e r a t io n s  o f s u c h  

k in d  t h a t  th e  o p e r a t io n s  o f  i t s  in d iv id u a l  m e m b e rs  a r e  t h e  c o m 

p o n e n t  pa r ts o f a  whole o r  to ta l o p e r a t io n  w h ic h ,  a s  a  s in g le  

o p e r a t io n ,  is d i r e c te d  to  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d .

H e n c e  tw o  k in d s  o f  u n i t y  c h a r a c te r i z e  t h e  o p e r a t io n o f a  

s o c ie ty :  a n  objective u n i t y  o f o p e r a t i o n s ,a r i s in g  f r o m  th e  u n i t y  

o f  t h e  e n d , i .e . ,  o f t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d ,  o f s o c ie ty  ; a  subjective 

u n i t y  o f  a g e n ts  a s  s u c h  a r is in g  f r o m  th e  u n i t y  o f th e i r  c o m m o n  

o p e r a t io n .

2 ) T h e  s e c o n d  e le m e n t  f o u n d  in  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f s o c iety  is 

p l u r a l i t y ,  a s  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  o b s e r v e d . T h e  m e m b e rs o f a  

s o c ie ty  p u r s u e  a  c o m m o n  e n d . B u t  o n ly  a  b e in g  e n d o we d  

w i th  in te l l ig e n c e  c a n  p u r s u e  a n  e n d  in  a  s t r i c t  a n d p r o p e r  m a n 

n e r , f o r  o n ly  th e  in te l le c t  c a n  h a v e  k n o w le d g e  o f an  e n d  a s  

s u c h  a n d  a s  t h e  re a s o n  f o r  th e  e x is te n c e  o f t h e  m e an s . T h e r e 

fo re  s o c ie ty  is c o m p o s e d  o f  a  p l u r a l i t y  o f b e in g s  en d o w e d  w ith  

in te l l ig e n c e .

T h e re fo re  i t  is  im p r o p e r  a n d  il l  b e f i ts  th e  p h i lo s op h e r  to  

s p e a k  o f  a  s w a r m  o f b e e s  o r  a  h e r d  o f  g re g a r io u s  a nim a ls  a s  

c o n s i t i t u t i n g  a  s o c ie ty .

S o c ie ty  m a y  b e  d e f in e d  : a stable u n io n  o f a p lu ra l i ty  o f 

persons in  p u rsu it  o f  a com m on goodf f ) .

2 °  I n  t h e  th e s is ,  w e  s t a t e  t h a t  m a n  is d e s t in e d  b y  h is  

n a t u r e  to  l iv e  in  s o c ie ty  in  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  is , a c c ord in g  to  th e  

n a t u r a l  la w , n e c e s s a r i l y  a  p a r t  o f  so m e  so c ie ty . I n o th e r  

w o rd s , w e  s t a t e  t h a t  m a n  is n a t u r a l l y  a  so c ia l  a n ima l .

1033. O p in io n s o f  a d v ersa r ies .—  H o b b e s  a n d  R o u s 

s e a u , in  c o n se q u e n c e  o f t h e i r  t e a c h in g  t h a t  m a n ’s na t u r a l  a n d  

p r im i t i v e  s ta t e  is t h e  s a v a g e  a n d  s o l i t a r y  s ta t e ,  de n y  t h a t  m a n  

is  b y  h is  n a t u r e  a  so c ia l a n im a l .

1034. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E S IS .—  M a n  i s  d e s t i n e d  b y  h i s  n a t u r e  t o

L I V E  I N  S O C I E T Y .  1

(1 ) C o n tra  Im p u g n a n te s  D e i c u ltu m  ac re lig io n em , c. 3 .
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1 °  S o c ie ty  is  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  h u ma n  

l i fe  a n d  f o r  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  r a t i o n a l  l i fe . B u t  m a n  is 

d e s t in e d  b y  h is  n a t u r e  to  d o  t h a t  w h ic h  is  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  t h e  

p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  h is  h u m a n  l i fe  a n d  f o r  t h e  d e v e lo p me n t  o f  h is  

r a t i o n a l  l i fe . T h e re fo re  m a n  is  d e s t in e d  b y  h is  n a tu r e  t o  l iv e  

in  s o c ie ty .

T h e  m ajo r m a y  b e  e s ta b l is h e d  in  v a r io u s  w a y .

a) A ll m e n  a r e  e n g e n d e re d  b y  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  re c e iv e  

n u r t u r e  a n d  e d u c a t io n  f r o m  th e m ,  a l l  o f  w h ic h  a r e  ne c e s s a r y  

f o r  l i fe . M o re o v e r , t h e  in d iv id u a l  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  fa m i ly  m u 

tu a l l y  a s s is t  o n e  a n o th e r  in  p r o v id in g  l i f e ’s n e c e ss i t i e s ^ ) .

b) N a t u r e  s u p p l ie s  i r r a t i o n a l  a n im a ls  w i th  fo o d , c o v er in g  

f o r  th e  b o d y ,  a n d  m e a n s  o f  se l f -d e fe n c e , a s  t e e t h ,  h o r n s ,  c la w s , o r  

a t  le a s t  sw i f tn e ss  o f f l ig h t .  I t  h a s  s u p p l ie d  m e n  wi th  n o n e  

o f th e s e  th in g s ,  b u t  in s te a d  h a s  e n d o w e d  th e m  w i th  re a s o n , 

b y  w h ic h  t h e y  c a n  p r o v id e  th e m s e lv e s  w i th  a l l  th e s e th in g s  

by the use o f their hands. B u t  a n  in d iv id u a l  m a n  is  u n a b le  

w i th o u t  t h e  h e lp  o f  o th e r  m e n  to  p r o v id e  h im s e lf  w ith  th e s e  

th in g s . T h e re fo re  l ife  in  s o c ie ty  is n e c e s s a ry  f o r  m a n ( 1 2).

c) I r r a t i o n a l  a n im a ls  a r e  e n d o w e d  w i th  a  n a t u r a l  i ns t i n c t  

w h ic h  in c l in e s  th e m  to  se e k  w h a t  is u s e fu l ,  a n d  to  f lee  f r o m  

w h a t  is h a r m f u l  to  th e m ;  v .g . ,  t h e  la m b  in s t i n c t i v el y  re c o g n iz e s  

t h e  l io n  a s  a n  e n e m y . S o m e  a n im a ls ,  in  v i r t u e  o f  n at u r a l  in s t i n c t ,  

k n o w  t h a t  c e r ta in  h e rb s  h a v e  m e d ic in a l  p r o p e r t ie s ,  a n d  t h a t  

o th e r  th in g s  a re  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  l i fe . B u t  m a n  h a s  o nly  a  g e n e r a l  

n a t u r a l  k n o w le d g e  o f w h a t  is  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  l i fe  : fr o m  h is  

k n o w le d g e  o f  g e n e ra l  p r in c ip le s  h e  c o m e s  t o  a  k n o w le d g e  o f 

t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  n e e d s  o f  h u m a n  l i fe . W i th o u t  t h e  a id o f  o th e r  

m e n , h o w e v e r ,  a n  in d iv id u a l  m a n  c a n n o t  a r r i v e  a t  t his  k n o w l

e d g e . T h e re fo re  so c ie ty  is  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  m e n , in  o rd e r  t h a t  

th e y  m a y  r e n d e r  m u tu a l  h e lp  to  o n e  a n o th e r ,  a n d  m a y s h a r e  

l i f e ’s  ta s k s  b y  c o n t r i b u t i n g  d i f f e r e n t k in d s  o f  la bo r  ; v .g .,  o n e  

is a  f a r m e r ,  a n o th e r  is a  m e d ic a l  d o c to r ,  e t c . ( 3).

d ) A g a in ,  w i th o u t  th e  a id  o f  h is  fo l lo w m e n , i t  is  imp o s 

s ib le  f o r  a  m a n  to  a r r i v e  a t  a  su f f ic ie n t k n o w le d g e o r  lo v e  o f

(1 ) I n  E th ic .,  1. I ,  1. 1 , n . 4 .
(2.) D e R eg. P r in e ., I. 1, c . 1.
(3) I b id .
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G o d  o r  t o  le a d  a  v i r t u o u s  l i fe , fo r ,  to  d o  so , h e  re q u i r e s  s p i r i 

t u a l  f o r m a t io n ,  in s t r u c t i o n ,  a d m o n i t i o n ,  a n d  c o r re ct io n .  H e n c e  

s o c ie ty  is  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  m a n ,  in  o r d e r  t h a t  h e  m a y  k n o w  a n d  

lo v e  G o d , a n d  le a d  a  v i r t u o u s  l i fe , i .e .,  in  o r d e r  t h a t  h e  m a y  

a t t a i n  th e  im p e r f e c t  h a p p in e s s  o f  t h i s  life .

T h e  m ino r is  e v id e n t ,  f o r  j u s t  a s  m a n  is  n a tu r a l l y  in 

c l in e d  to  p r e s e r v e  h is  h u m a n  l i fe  a n d  t o  d e v e lo p  h is  r a t i o n a l  

l i fe , so  a lso  h a s  h e  a  n a t u r a l  i n c l in a t io n  t o  w h a t  is  n e c e s s a ry  

f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f th e s e  e n d s .

2 °  A  b e in g  e n d o w e d  w i th  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  sp e e c h  is  d es t in e d  

b y  i t s  n a tu r e  to  l iv e  in  s o c ie ty .  B u t  m a n  is a  b e ing  e n d o w e d  

w ith  th e  f a c u l t y  o f  s p e e c h . T h e r e f o r e  m a n  is d e s t ine d  b y  h is  

n a t u r e  t o  l iv e  in  so c ie ty .

M a jo r .—  I r r a t i o n a l  a n im a ls  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  g iv in g  o n ly  

g e n e ra l  e x p re ss io n  o f t h e i r  p a s s io n s  ; v .g ., a  d o g  e x p re ss e s  i ts  

a n g e r  b y  b a r k in g ,  a n d  o th e r  a n im a ls  e x p re ss  o th e r  pa ss io n s  

i n  o th e r  w a y s . M a n ,  w h o  c a n  c o m p le te ly  e x p re ss  h is  c o n 

c e p ts  t o  o th e r  m e n ,  h a s  a  g r e a te r  c a p a c i t y  o f  c o m m un ic a t io n  

w i th  o th e r s ,  i .e . ,  is  m o re  so c ia l ,  t h a n  a n y  g re g a r io u s  a n im a l  

w h a ts o e v e r ,  a s  t h e  c ra n e ,  t h e  a n t ,  o r  t h e  b e e ( 1).

M in o r .—  M a n  c a n  c o m m u n ic a te  h is  c o n c e p ts  t o  o th e r  

m e n  b y  v o c a l  s o u n d s  h e :  is a  ra tio n a l a n im a l.

3 °  T h e  th e s is  is  c o n f i rm e d  f r o m  th e  f a c t  t h a t  e v e r yw h e re  

m e n  l iv e  in  so c ie ty . T h e  in v a r ia b le n e s s  a n d  u n iv e r sa l i t y  o f  

t h i s  f a c t  d e r iv e  f r o m  m a n ’s n a t u r a l  in c l in a t io n  t o  l iv e  in  s o c ie ty ;  

in  o th e r  w o rd s ,  th is  f a c t  r e m a in s  in v a r ia b le  a n d  u niv e r s a l  b e 

c a u s e  m a n  is  d e s t in e d  b y  h is  n a t u r e  to  l iv e  in  s o c ie ty .

M o r e  b r i e f ly , m a n ’s  n a tu r a l in c l in a t io n  to  l i fe  in  s o c ie ty  m a y b e  p ro v ed 
f ro m  th e  fo llo w in g  c o n s id e r a t io n s:  a ) a t  h is  b ir th , h e  req u ires t h e  a ss is ta n c e 
o f  o th e rs  fo r  t h e  p re ser v a t io n  o f  h is  l i fe ;  b) a s  a  s o l i ta r y  m a n , i .e , ,  a  m a n  le f t 
to  h im se lf , h e  is in c a p a b le  o f  p r o te c t in g  a n d  d e fe nd in g  h im se lf  a g a in s t  in ju 
r ies; c) a s a  s o l i ta r y  m a n , h e  w o u ld  la c k  m a n y  sc ien c e s , a r t s ,  a n d  p e r fe c t io n s ; 
d) m a n  is en d o w e d  w ith  t h e  fa c u l t ie s  o f  sp e e c h  a n d  h ear in g , a n d , in  c o n se 
q u e n c e , h a s a  n a tu r a l in c lin a t io n  to  l i v e  in  s o c ie ty ;  e) m a n ’s l iv in g  in  so c ie ty 
is a  fa c t  p ro p er  t o  a ll  p eo p le s, p la c e s,  a n d  t im e s .

(1 )  I b id .
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1035. S c h ol i a .—  1° S o c ie ty  is  n e c e s s a r y  n o t  o n ly  f o r  

m a n k in d  a s  a  w h o le , b u t  a lso  f o r  in d iv id u a l  m e n . B ut  i t  c a n  

h a p p e n  t h a t  m a n  d o e s  n o t  l iv e  in  s o c ie ty :  a) b e c a u s e  o f  a n  a c 

c id e n t  o f  f o r tu n e ;  v .g . , R o b in s o n  C ru so e  o n  h is  lo ne ly  i s la n d ;

b) b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c o r r u p t io n  o f  n a tu r e ,  w h ic h  im p e ls m a n  to  

s h u n  t h e  s o c ie ty  o f h is  fe l lo w m e n , a s  h a p p e n s  in  t he  c a se  o f  th e  

in s a n e ;  c) b e c a u s e  o f  a  h ig h  d e g re e  o f  p e r f e c t io n ,  a  p e r fe c t io n  

w h ic h  e le v a te s  a  m a n  a b o v e  h u m a n  c o n d i t io n s  a n d  e n ab le s  

h im , w i t h o u t  t h e  so c ie ty  o f o th e r  m e n , t o  b e  se l f -su f f ic ie n t,  a s  

h a p p e n e d  in  th e  c a se  o f  J o h n  t h e  B a p t i s t  a n d  o f  S t . A n th o n y  

th e  H e r m i t  (*). H e n c e  « a  m a n ,))  s a y s  S t.  T h o m a s ,  « m a y  le a d  

a  s o l i ta r y  l i fe  f o r  tw o  m o t iv e s .  O n e  is b e c a u s e  h e  is  u n a b le ,  

a s  i t  w e re , t o  b e a r  w i th  h u m a n  fe l lo w sh ip  o n  a c c o u nt  o f  h is  u n 

c o u th n e s s  o f  m in d ;  a n d  th is  is  b e a s t - l i k e .  T h e  o th er  is  w i th  a  

v ie w  to  a d h e r in g  w h o l ly  t o  d iv in e  th in g s ;  a n d  th is  is  s u p e r 

h u m a n .  H e n c e  t h e  P h i lo s o p h e r  s a y s  {P o lit.  1 .2 ) t h a t  h e  w h o  

a s s o c ia te s  n o t  w i th  o th e r s  is  e i th e r  a  b e a s t  o r  a  go d , i .e .,  a  g o d ly  

m a n  )) (1 2) .

2 °  S o c ie ty  is  f o r m a l l y  a  s ta b le  u n io n  in  o p e r a t io n , i .e . ,  is 

f o r m a l l y  a  d y n a m ic  e n t i t y .  B u t  s in c e  a c t i o n  fo l lo w s b e in g ,  

s o c ie ty  m a y  b e  s a id  to  b e  f u n d a m e n ta l l y  a  s ta b le  u nio n  in  b e in g , 

i .e ., a  s ta t i c  e n t i t y .

3 °  S in c e  s o c ie ty  is  a  s ta b le  u n io n  o f m e n  in  p u r s u it  o f  a  

c o m m o n  g o o d , i t s  f o r m a l  c o n s t i t u e n t  is  a  r e a l  p r e d ic a m e n ta l  

r e la t io n .

T h e r e  a r e  th r e e  re q u is i te s  o f a  p r e d ic a m e n ta l  r e l a ti o n :

a rea l sub ject;

a real term , rea lly  d is tin c t f r o m  the sub ject;

a real fo u n d a tio n .

T h e s e  th r e e  e le m e n ts  a r e  f o u n d  in  s o c ie ty .

I t s  real sub ject is  m a n ,  i .e .,  a  b e in g  e n d o w e d  w i th  a n  in te l 

le c t .

I ts  real te rm is  a n o th e r  m a n ,  o r  o th e r  m e n .

(1 ) I n  P o l i t ic . ,  1. I ,  I. 1 .
(2 )  I I - I I ,  q . 1 8 8 , a . 8 , a d  5  (L it e r a lly  t r a n s la te d b y  F a th e r s  o f  T h e 

E n g lis h  D o m in ic a n  P r o v in c e ) .
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I ts  rea l fo u n d a t io n is a  c o m m o n  g o o d  w h ic h  m u s t  b e  p u r 

su e d .

S o c ie ty , u n d e r  i t s  m a te r ia l  a s p e c t ,  is  a  p l u r a l i t y  o f b e in g s  

e n d o w e d  w i th  in te l l ig e n c e .

S o c ie ty , in  i t s  c o m p le te  e n t i t y ,  is a n  o rd e r e d  p lu ra l i t y ,  i .e .,  

a  p lu r a l i t y  to  w h ic h  is  a d d e d  a  r e la t io n .  H e n c e  i t  is  n o t  a  m e re  

p l u r a l i t y ,  a s  c e r ta in  j u r i s t s  c o n te n d ,  b u t  a  p lu r a li t y  t o  w h ic h  

o rd e r ,  i .e .,  a  p r e d ic a m e n ta l  r e la t i o n ,  is  a d d e d .  I t is  a  b e in g  

w h ic h  h a s  u n i t y  o f o rd e r .

4 °  S o c ie ty  is c a l le d  a  m ora l person.

I t  is  o n ly  in  a n  e q u iv o c a l  se n s e  t h a t  s o c ie ty  is  a  p e rs o n  in  

t h e  m e ta p h y s ic a l  m e a n in g  o f  t h e  te r m ,  i .e .,  p e rs o n  c o n s id e re d  

a s  a  s u b s is t in g ,  in d iv id u a l ,  c o m p le te  s u s b ta n c e ,  f or  s o c ie ty  h a s  

o n ly  u n i t y  o f  o rd e r , a n d  is  n o t  a  s u b s ta n c e ,  b u t  a n a c c id e n ta l  

b e in g .

B u t  s o c ie ty  is p r o p e r ly  c a l le d  a  p e rs o n  in  t h e  ju r id ic a l  

m e a n in g  o f t h e  t e r m  (n . 6 3 3 ) , i .e .,  a  b e in g  w h ic h  is a  s u b je c t  o f 

r ig h ts  a n d  c a p a b le  o f  p r e s e n t in g  a  c a se  b e fo re  a  jud g e .

S o c ie ty  is  c a l le d  a  m ora l person, to  d is t in g u is h  i t  f r o m  a  

ph ysica l person, s u c h  a s  is  a  m a n .

5 °  S o c ie ty  is a  w h o le , o f  w h ic h  m e n  a r e  th e  c o n s t i tu e n t  

p a r t s .  S in c e  th e  p a r t  h a s  th e  s a m e  r e l a t i o n  to  w h o le  a s  t h e  im 

p e r f e c t  to  t h e  p e r f e c t ,  i t  fo l lo w s  t h a t  m e n , as the par ts  o f  society. 

h a v e  t h e  s a m e  r e la t io n  to  s o c ie ty ,  a s  h a s  t h e  im p e rf e c t  to  th e  

p e r f e c t .

A n  in d iv id u a l  m a n  is a  p a r t  o f a  s o c ie ty  in  v i r t u e  o f th o s e  

a c t io n s  in  w h ic h  h e  c o m m u n ic a te s  w i th  o th e r  m e n  in  t h a t  so 

c ie ty .

M o re o v e r , a c t io n s  a r e  c o m m e n s u r a te  to  t h e i r  e n d . H en c e , 

i f  a  s o c ie ty  h a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e n d , a  m a n ’s r e la t io n to  i t  is  d e te r 

m in e d  b y  t h e  a c t i o n s  b y  w h ic h  h e  t e n d s  to  t h a t  p a r ti c u l a r  e n d ;  

v .g .,  i t  is  in  v i r t u e  o f  a c t i o n s  p r o p e r  t o  c a r p e n ter s  t h a t  a  c a r 

p e n te r  is  a  p a r t  o f a  s o c ie ty  o f  c a r p e n te r s ,  a n d  t ha t  h is  r e la t io n  

to  th is  s o c ie ty  is  d e te r m in e d .
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B u t  i f  t h e  e n d  o f  a  s o c i e t y  is  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e  w h o le  o f  h u m a n  

l i f e , i .e . ,  t h e  p e r f e c t  s u f f i c ie n c y  o f  l i f e ,  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  a  m a n  

a s  a  p a r t  o f  i t  is  r e l a t e d  t o  i t  b y  a l l  h i s  o p e r a t io n s .

1036. D iv is io n  o f  s o c ie ty .—  I n  e v e r y  s o c i e t y ,  t h e r e  a r e  

tw o  e l e m e n t s :  a  c o m m o n  e n d a n d  t h e  s u b je c t iv e  u n i o n  o f  o p e r a 

tio n s .

T h e  e n d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  m a y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  i t s  n a tu r e a n d  i n  

i ts  pe r fe c tio n .

H e n c e  s o c i e t y  m a y  b e  d i v i d e d  u n d e r  t h r e e  h e a d i n g s  : 

acco rd ing  to th e  n a tu r e  o f  i ts  e n d , a c c o r d in g  to  the  p e r fe c t io n  o f 

i ts  e n d , a n d  a c co rd in g  to  th e  u n io n  o f  i t s  o p e r a t io n s .

7  1 ° A c c o rd in g  to  th e  n a tu r e  o f  i t s  e n d .

a) U n d e r  t h i s  a s p e c t ,  s o c i e t y  is  f i r s t  d i v i d e d  i n t o  p r u d e n t i a l 

so c ie ty a n d  a r t i f ic ia l  so c ie ty .

A  p r u d e n t i a l  s o c i e t y  is  a  so c ie ty  w h o se  e n d  i s  th e  p e r fe c t io n 

o f  the m e m b e rs  as s u c h , i .e . ,  a  s o c i e t y  i n s t i t u t e d  a n d  d e s t i n e d  f o r  

l i f e ;  v .g . ,  d o m e s t i c  s o c i e t y ,  c i v i l  s o c i e t y .

A n  a r t i f i c i a l  s o c i e t y  is  a  so c ie ty  w h ic h  i s  d e s t in e d  f o r  th e 

p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  w o rk ; v . g .T a  s o c i e t y  f o r  h o u s e - b u i l d i n g .____ _ __

b) A g a in ,  s o c i e t y  is  d i v i d e d  i n t o  n e c e s s a r y  s o c ie ty a n d  f r e e 

soc ie ty .

A  n e c e s s a r y  s o c i e t y  is  a  so c ie ty  i n  w h ic h  m a n  m u s t  l iv e ,  i n 

order  to a t ta in  a n  e n d  im p o s e d  e ith e r  b y  n a tu r e  o r  b y  th e  p o s i t i v e 

w i l l  o f  a  s u p e r io r ; v .g . ,  t h e  f a m i l y ,  c i v i l  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  C h u r c h .

A  f r e e  s o c i e t y  is  a  so c ie ty  i n  w h ic h  m a n  i s  n o t  b o u n d  o f  n e 

cess ity  to  liv e , i n  o rder  to  a t ta in  a n  e n d  im p o s e d  e i th e r  b y  n a tu r e 

or by  the  p o s it iv e  w i l l  o f  a  s u p e r io r ; v . g . ,  l a b o r  u n i o n s ,  a s s o c i a 

t io n *  o f  e m p lo y e r s .

c) A g a in ,  s o c i e t y  is  d i v i d e d  i n t o  n a tu r a l  s o c ie ty , a n d  s u p e r 

n a tu r a l  so c ie ty , a s  i t s  e n d  is  n a t u r a l  o r  s u p e r n a t u r a l .

2 °  A c c o rd in g  to th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  i t s  e n d .

U n d e r  t h i s  a s p e c t ,  s o c i e t y  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  p e r fe c t  s o c ie ty , 

a n d  im p e r fe c t so c ie ty .
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A  (p e r fe c t  so c ie ty )  is a  society w hose end  is  a perfect good, i .e ., 

h a p p in e ss ._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

jA n  im p e r f e c t  so c ie ta l is a  society whose end  is  an  im perfec t 

good.

O b s e r v a t io n s  in  r e g a r d  to  t h e  fo re g o in g  d e f in i t io n s :

a) S in c e  th e  im p e r f e c t  is  a lw a y s  d e s t in e d  f o r  th e  p e rfe c t ,  

i t  fo l lo w s  t h a t  a n  im p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty ,  w h o se  e n d  is  a n  im p e r f e c t  

g o o d , is  a lw a y s  d e s t in e d  f o r  a  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty , a s  th e  p a r t  f o r  

t h e  w h o le .

H e n c e  a n  im p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty  is  n o t  indepen den t, i .e .,  au ton 

om ous, b u t  is  a lw a y s  d e p e n d e n t  o n  a  p e r f e c t  so c ie ty , a s  th e  

p a r t  o n  t h e  w h o le .

h) T w o  e le m e n ts  a r e  f o u n d  in  a  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty  :

a perfect good as i ts  end ;

independence in  i ts  ow n order.

M o d e r n s  c o n c e iv e  in d e p e n d e n c e  a s  th e  p r in c ip a l  a n d  e s 

s e n t ia l  e n d  o f a  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty , w h e re a s  A r is to t le a n d  S t. 

T h o m a s  h o ld  t h a t  a  p e r f e c t  g o o d , i .e .,  a  p e r f e c t  e nd , is  i t s  p r i n 

c ip a l  e le m e n t.

T h e r e f o r e  th e  f o r m e r  d e f in e  a  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty  : a society 

w hich is  perfectly  se lf-su ffic ien t, i.e ., w h ich is  au tonom ous.

M o d e r n s  t h u s  d e f in e  a  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y c o n 

c e iv e  s u b je c t i v e  r i g h t  a s  a  r i g h t  in  t h e  s t r i c t  a n d p r o p e r  sen se  

o f  t h e  te r m .  A r is to t le  a n d  S t.  T h o m a s ,  a c c o rd in g  to w h o m  

a  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty  is a  s o c ie ty  w h o se  e n d  is a  p e r f ec t  g o o d , h o ld  

t h a t  i t  is  o b je c t i v e  r i g h t  w h ic h  is  a  r i g h t  in  th e  s t r i c t  a n d  p r o p e r  

se n s e  o f  th e  te r m .

A  p a r t i c u l a r  c iv i l  s o c ie ty , a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  m o d e r n d e f in i 

t io n  o f  a  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty , c a n n o t  b e  d e p e n d e n t  o n  a s u p e r io r  

so c ie ty , v .g .,  o n  a n  i n te r n a t i o n a l  s o c ie ty ,  w h e re a s, a c c o rd in g  

to  t h e  d e f in i t io n  o f A r is to t le  a n d  S t.  T h o m a s ,  i t  ca n  b e  d e 

p e n d e n t  o n  a  s u p e r io r  s o c ie ty .  F o r  s u c h  a  p a r t i c u l ar  c iv i l  

s o c ie ty ,  a s  p u r s u in g  t h e  p e r f e c t  su f f ic ie n c y  o f  l i fe , m a y  b e  

c o n c e iv e d  a s  a n  in d e p e n d e n t  a n d  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty  in  i t s  o w n  

o rd e r , e v e n  th o u g h  i t  is  n o t  c o m p le te ly  a u to n o m o u s .
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c) H u m a n  h a p p in e s s  is  o f  tw o  k in d s ,  n a t u r a l  a n d  s u pe r 

n a tu r a l .

I f  n a t u r a l  h a p p in e s s  w e re  th e  o n ly  k in d  o f  h a p p in e ss ,  

th e r e  w o u ld  b e  o n ly  o n e  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty , n a m e ly ,  c iv i l  s o c ie ty ;  

a n d  i t  w o u ld  a lso  b e  a  re l ig io u s  so c ie ty , a s  is e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  

h i s to r y  o f  t h e  k in g d o m s  o f p a g a n  a n t i q u i t y ,  in  w h ich  t h e  k in g  

w a s  a lso  t h e  p o n t i f f .

B u t ,  w i th  t h e  f o u n d in g  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  “ T h e  A lm ig h ty 

h a s  g iv e n  th e  c h a r g e  o f t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  to  tw o  p o w e rs ,  t h e  

e c c le s ia s t i c a l  a n d  t h e  c iv il ,  t h e  o n e  b e in g  s e t  o v er  d iv in e ,  a n d  

t h e  o th e r  o v e r  h u m a n  th i n g s ’^ 1).

H e n c e  th e r e  a r e  n o w  tw o  p e r f e c t  s o c ie t ie s  : the C hurch, 

w h o se  e n d  is  m a n ’s s u p e r n a tu r a l  h a p p in e s s ,  a n d  c iv il  o r  po litica l 

so c ie ty , w h o se  e n d  is  m a n ’s  n a t u r a l  h a p p in e s s ,  i .e .,  t h e  p e r f e c t  

su f f ic ie n c y  o f th is  l i fe .

3 °  A ccord ing  to the u n io n  o f i ts  opera tions.

a) U n d e r  th is  a s p e c t ,  s o c ie ty  is f i r s t  d iv id e d  in to  ju r id ic a l  

society a n d  am icable society.

A  ju r i d ic a l  so c ie ty  is  a  society com posed o f m em bers ju r id 

ica lly  bound, i.e ., under ob liga tions in  ju s tic e , to i t  ; v .g . ,  c iv il  

so c ie ty , t h e  C h u rc h ,  c o n ju g a l  s o c ie ty .

A n  a m ic a b le  s o c ie ty  is  a  society com posed o f  m em bers u n ited 

fo r  som e w orthy  end, but fr e e  f r o m  ju r id ic a l ob ligations ; v .g . 

a  l i t e r a r y  so c ie ty .

b) A g a in , s o c ie ty  is d iv id e d  in to  heterogeneous society a n d  

hom ogeneous soc ie ’y .

T h is  d iv is io n  is d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  in div id u a l  

a c t io n s  o f t h e  m e m b e rs  o f  a  s o c ie ty  c o n s t i t u te  a  s in g le  so c ia l  

a c t io n  o f a  w h o le , j u s t  a s  p a r t s  c o n s t i t u te  a  w h o le.

B u t  w h o le s  m a y  b e  o f  tw o  k in d s  : hom ogeneous, w h ic h  

is a  w h o le  w h o se  c o n s t i t u e n t  p a r t s  h a v e  t h e  fo rm  o f t h e  w h o le  ; 

v .g .,  a  d r o p  o f w a te r  h a s  t h e  s a m e  fo rm  o r  n a t u r e  as  t h e  w a te r  

o f  t h e  w h o le  o f w h ic h  i t  is  a  p a r t ;  heterogeneous, w h ic h  is a  w h o le

(1 )  Im m o r ta le  D e i, n .  1 3 .
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o f  w h ic h  e a c h  p a r t  h a s  a  f o rm  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  of t h e  w h o le  ; 

v .g . , n o  p a r t  o f  a  h o u s e  is a  h o u s e  ; n o  p a r t  o f  m an  is m a n ( ') .

H u m a n  a c ts  a r e  sp e c if ie d  b y ,  i .e .,  h a v e  t h e i r  fo rm  f r o m , 

th e  e n d  f o r  w h ic h  t h e y  a r e  p e r f o r m e d .  M o re o v e r ,  a  hu m a n  

a c t  c a n  h a v e  tw o  s u b o r d in a te  fo r m s  f r o m  tw o  s u b o r d in a te  

e n d s  f o r  w h ic h  i t  is  p e r f o r m e d  ; v .g . ,  a  p e rs o n  w h o d o e s  a n  

a c t  o f  k in d n e s s  to  w in  g o o d  w il l  h a s  tw o  s u b o r d in a te  e n d s  ; 

fo r , in  a d d i t io n  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  a c t  o f k in d n e s s , th e r e  is  a  r e 

la t i o n  to  a n o th e r  e n d :  t o  w in  g o o d  w il l. T h is  is t he  r o o t  o f 

t h e  d iv is io n  o f  so c ie ty , a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  u n io n  o f  i ts  o p e r a t io n s ,  

i n to  h e te r o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty  a n d  h o m o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty .

A  h e te r o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty  is  a  society in  w h ich the com m on 

action and  the actions o f  the in d iv id u a l m em bers are specified 

by d is tin c t ends : v .g ., in  a n  a s s o c ia t io n  o f  b u i ld e r s ,  t h e  a c t i o n  

o f  t h e  c a r p e n te r  i t  n o t  o f  i t s e l f  d e s t in e d  f o r  t h e  b u i ld in g  o f 

h o u s e s , b u t  f o r  t h e  s a w in g  o f lu m b e r ,  e t c . ;  b u t ,  b ec a u s e  o f  i t s  

s u b o r d in a t io n  t o  th e  e n d  o f a  s u p e r io r  a r t i f i c e r ,  it  h a s  a lso  

a n o th e r  e n d , w h ic h  is  th e  b u i ld in g  o f h o u s e s  : lu m be r  is sa w e d  

w ith  a  v ie w  to  t h e  b u i ld in g  o f  a  h o u se .

A  h o m o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty  is a  society in  w h ich  the com m on 

action and  the actions o f  the in d iv id u a l m em bers are specified  by 

the sam e end ; v .g ., w h e n  a  n u m b e r  o f  p e rs o n s  u n i t e  to  la n d  a  

sh ip ,  t h e  a c t io n s  o f t h e  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n s  a n d  th e t o t a l  a c t i o n  

a r e  sp e c i f ie d  b y  t h e  s a m e  e n d , n a m e ly ,  t h e  la n d in g  o f t h e  sh ip .

T h e  p r o p e r t ie s  o f  a  h e te r o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty  a r e  n o t  th e  s a m e  

a s  th o s e  o f  a  h o m o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty  :

a )  I n  a  h e te r o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty ,  t h e  t o t a l  a c t i o n  is  th e  r e s u l t  

o f t h e  s u b o r d in a t io n  o f  t h e  i n d iv id u a l  a c t i o n s  o f th e  m e m b e r s ;  

in  a  h o m o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty , i t  is  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  co o r d in a t io n  o f 

t h e i r  o p e r a t io n s .

b) I n  a  h e te r o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty ,  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  th e  s o c ie ty  is 

sp e c i f ic a l ly  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  th e  in d iv id u a l  a c t io n s  of t h e  m e m b e rs ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e  l a t t e r  a r e  n o t  sp e c i f ie d  b y  th e  c o m m o n  e n d  o f  th e  

f o r m e r ;  in  a  h o m o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty ,  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  th e s o c ie ty  a n d  

th e  in d iv id u a l  a c t io n s  o f  t h e  m e m b e rs  a r e  n o t  sp e c if ic a l ly  d is -  1

(1 ) 1, q . I I ,  a . 2 , a d  2 .
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t i n c t ,  b u t  o n ly  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  d i s t i n c t ,  fo r  t h e  f or m e r  is m e re ly  

th e  s u m  o f  th e  l a t t e r .

c) I n  a  h e te r o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty , t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  is sp e c i f 

i c a l ly  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e  i n d iv id u a l  m e mb e r s ;  in  a  

h o m o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty ,  th e y  d i f f e r  o n ly  q u a n t i t a t i v e ly .

d) F in a l l y ,  a  h e te r o g e n e o u s  so c ie ty , b y  a n a lo g y  t o  a  p h y s 

ic a l  o rg a n is m , w h ic h  h a s  h e te r o g e n e o u s  p a r t s ,  m a y  be  c a l le d  a  

k in d  o f  o rg a n is m ;  a n d  a  h o m o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty  m a y  b e  s p o k e n  

o f  a s  b e in g  a  k in d  o f m e c h a n ic h a l  w h o le .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. D e f in e :  s o c ie ty ,  p ru d e n t ia l s o c ie ty ,  n e c e ss a r y  so c ie t y ,  p e r fe c t  s o c ie ty , 
ju r id ica l s o c ie t y ,  h e te r o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty .

2 . N a m e  th e  tw o  e le m e n ts  fo u n d  in  t h e  k in d  o f u n io n p ro p er  to  s o c ie ty .

3 . W h a t  is th e  fo rm a l c o n s t i t u e n t  o f  s o c ie t y  ? W h a t is  s o c ie t y  in  it s 
c o m p le te  e n t i t y  ?



A R T I C L E  I I

A U T H O R I T Y

1037. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° A u th o r i t y ,  in  

th e  g e n e r a l  a c c e p ta t i o n  o f  t h e  te r m ,  s ig n if ie s  a  r ela t io n .  T h is  

r e la t i o n  m a y  o b ta in  b e tw e e n  a  p e rs o n  a n d  a  t h in g ;  v.g . ,  w e  

s p e a k  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a  b o o k . B u t  t h i s  is  a  w ide  m e a n in g  o f 

a u th o r i t y .

I n  a  s t r i c t e r  se n se , a u t h o r i t y  s ig n i f ie s  a  r e la t io n b e tw e e n  

p e rs o n s ; v .g .,  p a te r n a l  a u t h o r i t y  e x p re ss e s  a  r e la ti o n  b e tw e e n  

p a r e n t s  a n d  t h e i r  c h i ld re n .

M o re o v e r ,  t h e  r e la t i o n  s ig n i f ie d  b y  a u t h o r i t y  is  c on n e c te d  

w i th  t h e  id e a  o f  'p r incip le. I t  is  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h a t  a  p e rs o n  

w h o  is  v e s te d  w i th  a u t h o r i t y  in  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is c al le d  a  p r ince . 

T h e r e f o r e  w e  m a y  s a y  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y ,  a c c o rd in g  to  it s  n o m in a l  

d e f in i t io n , is a  r e la t io n  o f  s u p e r io r i t y  a n d  in f e r io r i t y  b e tw e e n  

tw o  o r  m o re  p e rs o n s ,  i .e .,  a  re la tion  between a super io r  and  an 

in fe r io r .

A  r e la t i o n  o f  t h i s  k in d  is  p o s s ib le :  a) b e c a u s e  o n e  p e rs o n  

c a n  b e  th e  e f f ic ie n t c a u s e  o f a n o th e r  a s  a  b e in g , as  G o d  is  th e  

e f f ic ie n t c a u s e  o f m a n ;  a n d  t h u s  w e  h a v e  p h ysica l au tho r ity ;

b) b e c a u s e  o n e  p e rs o n  le a d s  t h e  i n te l l e c t  o f a n o th e r to  th e  k n o w l

e d g e  o f  t r u t h ;  a n d  t h u s  w e  h a v e  in te llec tua l au tho r ity ; c) b e c a u s e  

o n e  p e rs o n , b y  h is  c o m m a n d ,  m o v e s  t h e  w il l  o f a n o the r  to  

a c t  f o r  a n  e n d ;  a n d  t h u s  w e  h a v e  m ora l au tho r ity .

H e n c e  m o r a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  w i th  w h ic h  w e  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  a t  

p r e s e n t ,  is  a  r e l a t i o n  a c c o rd in g  t o  w h ic h  o n e  p e rs on  d i r e c ts ,  

a n d  a n o th e r  ( o r  o th e rs )  is  d i r e c te d  to  a n  e n d ;  a n d  i t  m a y  b e  

f o r m a l l y  d e f in e d : the re la tion  between one person  as ru ler  and 

another person as sub ject ( 1) .

(1 ) I n  I I  S e n t . ,  d i e t . 4 4 ,  q .  1 , a . 1 .
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2 °  A u th o r i t y  in  i t s  f o r m a l  s ig n i f ic a t io n  a n d  a u t h o ri t y  c o n 

s id e r e d  a s  p o w e r  a r e  d i s t in c t .  T h e  l a t t e r  is  t h e  c on se q u e n c e  o f 

t h e  f o rm e r . F o r  a  p e rs o n  h a s  p o w e r  to  c o m m a n d  a n o the r  b e 

c a u se , a s  r e g a r d s  a n  e n d , h e  is  a n te r io r  o r  s u p e r ior  to  th e  o th e r .

A u th o r i t y  a s  p o w e r  is  d e f in e d  : the pow er o f  coercing sub jects 

by ph ysica l and  m ora l m eans to act fo r  the end  o f society.

W e  m a y  s a y  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  a s  p o w e r  is  p r a c t i c a l  r e as o n  

e n d o w e d  w i th  a  c e r ta in  s u p e r io r i t y .  I t  is  p r a c t i c a l r e a s o n :  

i t  is  t h e  p o w e r  o f c o m m a n d in g  a  s u b je c t  t o  a c t  f o r  a n  e n d ;  a n d  

t h e  a c t  o f  c o m m a n d in g  is  t h e  a c t  o f p r a c t i c a l  r e a s on . I t  is 

p r a c t i c a l  r e a s o n  w i th  a  c e r ta in  s u p e r io r i t y :  i t  m o ve s  t h e  s u b 

je c t  t o  a n  e n d ;  a n d ,  m o re o v e r ,  a  m o v e r  a s  s u c h  is  su p e r io r  to  

t h a t  w h ic h  is m o v e d .

A u th o r i t y  is  s o m e t im e s  u s e d  in  t h e  c o n c r e te  a s  s ig ni fy in g  

t h e  s u b je c t  o f  a u th o r i t y ,  a n d ,  in  th i s  c a s e , is  t h e ru ler , i .e .,  th e  

p a r t  o f  so c ie ty  w h ic h  d i r e c ts  s o c ie ty  to  i t s  e n d .

3 °  I n  th e  th e s is ,  w e  s t a t e  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  is n e c e s sa ry  in  a  

h e te r o g e n e o u s  so c ie ty , b u t  n o t  in  a  h o m o g e n e o u s  s o cie ty .

A  h e te r o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty  is  a  s o c ie ty  in  w h ic h  t h e  co m m o n  

a c t io n  a n d  th e  a c t io n s  o f t h e  i n d iv id u a l  m e m b e rs  a re  sp e c i f ie d  

b y  d i s t i n c t  e n d s .

A  h o m o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty  is  a  s o c ie ty  in  w h ic h  th e  c o m

m o n  a c t io n  a n d  th e  a c t io n s  o f  t h e  in d iv id u a l  m e m b e rs  a r e  s p e c 

if ied  b y  th e  s a m e  e n d .

1038. O p in io n s.—  1° A ll p h i lo s o p h e rs ,  a n d ,  in d e e d , a ll  

m e n , g e n e ra l l y  a d m i t  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  is n e c e s s a ry  in so c ie ty .

2 °  A n a rc h is m , o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  h o ld s  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y in  

s o c ie ty  is  n e i th e r  n e c e s s a ry  n o r  la w fu l . A n a r c h is ts d o  n o t  c o n 

c e iv e  a u t h o r i t y  a s  a  m o ra l  p o w e r , b u t  r a t h e r  a s  a  me re  p h y s i 

c a l  a n d  c o e rc iv e  fo r c e , a  b r u t a l  f a c t .  A n a rc h is m  is o f th re e  

k in d s :  re l ig io u s  a n a r c h is m , p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a n a r c h is m,  a n d  p o l i t 

ic a l  a n a r c h is m .

a) R e lig io us ana rch ism , w h o se  c h ie f  p r o ta g o n is t s  a r e  T o ls 

to ï , I b s e n ,  e tc . ,  f i r s t , p r e s e n ts  th e  a b u s e s  w h ic h  a c c id e n ta l ly
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r e s u l t  f r o m  th e  e x e rc ise  o f a u t h o r i t y  a s  e s s e n t ia l  to  i t ;  secondly, 

i t  a t t e m p t s  to  e s ta b l i s h  i t s  c la im s  b y  r e c o u rs e  to  t h e  t h e o r y  o f 

t h e  u n iv e r s a l  b r o th e r h o o d  o f  a l l  C h r is t ia n s .  M a n k ind ,  a c c o r d 

in g  to  T o ls to ï ,  is  a  C h r is t ia n  c o m m u n i t y  o f  lo v e , an d  a u t h o r i t y  

is a n  o b s ta c le  to  t h e  c o m m u n ic a t io n  o f lo v e  a m o n g  me n . I n  

o th e r  w o rd s ,  a u t h o r i t y ,  l ik e  a l l  o t h e r  r ig h ts ,  d e p riv e s  h u m a n  

r e la t io n s  o f  lo v e .

b) P h ilosoph ica l ana rch ism te a c h e s  t h a t  t h e  o n ly  r e a l i t y  

w h ic h  e x is ts  is  t h e  to “ego” ,  t h e  t h i n k i n g  s u b je c t .  C o n se 

q u e n t l y ,  i t  h o ld s  t h a t  a l l  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  a l l  S ta te s s h o u ld  b e  

a b o l is h e d , a n d  t h a t  th e r e  s h o u ld  b e  e s ta b l is h e d  so me  k in d  o f 

a s s o c ia t io n  o f e g o is ts  in  w h ic h  th e r e  w o u ld  b e  n e i th e r  a u t h o r i t y ,  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  n o r  c o n t r a c ts ,  a n d  w h o se  so le  p r in c ip le o f  u n io n  

w o u ld  b e  t h e  in te r e s t  o f  t h e  m e m b e rs .  S u c h  is  t h e  te a c h in g  

o f  M a x  S t i rm e r .

c) P o li tic a l ana rch ism , w h o se  c h ie f  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  a r e  

P r o u d h o n ,  B a k o u n in e ,  K r o p o tk in e ,  E l is é e  R e c lu s ,  J e an  G ra v é , 

e tc . ,  r e j e c t  a l l  a u t h o r i t y  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  fu l l  h u m an  f r e e d o m . 

F o r  i f ,  a s  K a n t  h o ld s O ) ,  t h e  h u m a n  w i l l  is  c o m p le tely  a u to n o 

m o u s , o b e d ie n c e  w o u ld  b e  a n  a b d ic a t io n  o f p e r s o n a l it y ( 1 2).

1039. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E S IS .—  A u t h o r i t y  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  a  h e t e r o 

g e n e o u s  S O C I E T Y ,  B U T  N O T  I N  A  

H O M O G E N E O U S  S O C I E T Y .

F irs t  p a r t . —  A u th o r i ty  is  necessary in  a heterogeneous 

society.—  A  h e te r o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty  is  a  s o c ie ty  in  w h ic h  th e 

a c t io n  o f  t h e  so c ie ty  is c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  m a n y  d i s t in c t  a c t io n s  

o f t h e  m e m b e rs ,  w h ic h  a c t i o n s  a r e  s u b o r d in a te  to  a  s in g le  e n d . 

B u t ,  in  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  m a n y  d i s t i n c t  a c t i o n s  o f t h e m e m b e rs  

o f a  s o c ie ty  b e  s u b o r d in a te  t o  a  s in g le  e n d , a u t h o ri t y ,  i .e .,  th e  

r e la t i o n  b e tw e e n  o n e  p e rs o n  a s  r u l e r  a n d  a n o th e r  a s s u b je c t ,  is

(1 ) H e n c e  p o li t ic a l a n a r c h is ts  a re d ir e c t ly  d e p e n d en t  o n  K a n t .
(2 ) T o u te  o b é is sa n c e  e s t  u n e  a b d ic a t io n .—  E l is é e  R ec l u s ,  L ’ E v o lu tio n , 

la  R évo lu tio n  e t l ' Id é a l a n a rch iq u e , 1 8 9 8 , p . 8 8 .

M a  l ib e r té , o u  ce  q u i r e v ie n t  a u  m êm e, m a  d ig n i té . . . d ’h o m m e . . . c o n s is 
te  à  n ’o b é ir  à  a u cu n  a u tr e  h o m m e , e t  n e  d é te r m in e r  m e s a c te s  q u e  c o n fo r m é 
m en t  à  m es c o n v ic t io n s  p ro p res.—  Ba k o u n i n e , O euvres, t .  I ,  p . 2 8 1 .
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n e c e s sa ry .  T h e r e f o r e  a u t h o r i t y  is  n e c e s s a r y  in  a  h ete r o g e 

n e o u s  s o c ie ty ^ ) .

T h e  m ajo r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f h e te r o g e n e o u s  

s o c ie ty .

M in o r .—  T h e  m a n y  d i s t i n c t  a c t io n s  o f t h e  m e m b e rs  o f a  

s o c ie ty  a r e  s u b o r d in a te  t o  a  s in g le  e n d , e i th e r  b e ca u s e  e a c h  m e m 

b e r  te n d s  o f h is  o w n  a c c o rd  t o  t h e  o n e  c o m m o n  e n d , o r  b e c a u s e  

h e  is  d i r e c te d  t o  i t  b y  a  m e m b e r  in  w h o m  is  v e s te d  a u t h o r i t y  

o v e r  t h e  o th e r  m e m b e rs .  B u t ,  in  a  h e te r o g e n e o u s  s o cie ty ,  i t  

is  im p o ss ib le  t h a t  t h e  m e m b e rs  t e n d  o f  t h e i r  o w n  a cc o rd  to  

o n e  c o m m o n  e n d  : f o r  o f th e m s e lv e s  m a n y  a g e n ts  a c t  f o r  

m a n y  e n d s ( 1 2) ,  i .e .,  e a c h  a g e n t  a c ts  f o r  h is  o w n  pa r t i c u l a r  e n d . 

T h e re fo re  th e  s u b o r d in a t io n  o f t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  me m b e rs  to  

t h e  o n e  c o m m o n  e n d  o f  s o c ie ty  r e q u i r e s  th e  d i r e c t ion  o f  a  

m e m b e r  in  w h o m  is  v e s te d  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  o th e r  me m b e rs ,  

i .e .,  a u t h o r i t y  is  n e c e s sa ry .

S eco n d  p a r t .— A u th o r i ty  is  no t necessary in  a  hom ogeneous 

society.— A u th o r i t y  is  n e c e s s a ry  in  a  s o c ie ty  in  w h ic h  th e  

c o m m o n  e n d  is  sp e c i f ic a l ly  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  p a r t i cu l a r  e n d s  

p r o p e r  t o  t h e  in d iv id u a l  m e m b e rs .  B u t ,  in  a  h o m o g e ne o u s  

s o c ie ty , t h e  c o m m o n  e n d  is  n o t  sp e c i f ic a l ly  d i s t i n ct  f r o m  th e  

p a r t i c u l a r  e n d s  o f  t h e  m e m b e rs , b u t  is  m e re ly  t h e i r s u m , a n d  

o n ly  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  th e m . T h e re fo re ,  in  a  h o m o 

g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty , a u t h o r i t y  is  n o t  n e c e s s a ry ,  e v e n  th o u g h  c e r 

t a i n  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  b o d ie s  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a ry ,  a s  in  t h e  c a se  o f 

c o m m e rc ia l  so c ie t ie s .

1040. S c h ol ia .—  1° A u th o r i t y  a s  p o w e r  is  p r a c t i c a l

r e a s o n  e n d o w e d  w i th  a  c e r ta in  s u p e r io r i t y .  N e v e r th ele s s ,  

n o t  e v e r y  s u p e r io r i t y  o f  p r a c t i c a l  r e a s o n  is s u f f icie n t t o  c o n 

s t i t u t e  a u t h o r i t y  ; v .g . ,  s u p e r io r i t y  in  c o u n se l  a nd  p r u d e n c e  

e tc . ; b u t  th e r e  is  s t r i c t l y  r e q u i r e d  a  s u p e r io r i t y o f e x tr in s ic  

d e r i v a t i o n  w h ic h  is r e c e iv e d  b y  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  is  co n s t i t u te d  

a  s u p e r io r .

(1 )  I ,  q . 9 6 , a . 4 .
(2 ) D e R eg . P r in c ., 1. i ,  c . 1 .
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T h is  s u p e r io r i t y  a  p e rs o n  n a t u r a l l y  re c e iv e s  f r o m  fa c ts  

w h ic h  n a tu r a l l y  m a k e  o th e r  p e rs o n s  s u b je c t  to  h im  in  r e g a r d  

to  a n  e n d .  F o r  a  p e rs o n  w h o  is  s u b je c t  t o  a n o th e r  as  r e g a r d s  

a n  e n d  is  a lso  s u b je c t  to  h im  in  h is  a c t i v i t y .  T h e re  a r e  th r e e  

c a s e s  o f  t h is  k in d  o f  s u b je c t io n :

a ) W h en  one person  is  the effic ient cause o f another. T h u s  

G o d  h a s  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  a l l  m e n , a n d  p a r e n t s  h a v e  a ut h o r i t y  

o v e r  t h e i r  c h i ld re n .

b) W hen  one person is the agent, a nd  the other is  the p a t ie n t 

or in stru m en t. I t  is f o r  t h is  r e a s o n  t h a t  a  h u s b a n d  h a s  a u t h o r 

i t y  o v e r  h is  w ife  in  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  e n d  o f t h e  f a m i ly ,  a n d  t h a t  th e  

m a s te r  h a s  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  th e  s e r v a n t .

c) W h en  one is  a whole o f  w h ich  the other is  a  par t. A s th e  

im p e r f e c t  is d e s t in e d  fo r  t h e  p e r fe c t , so t h e  p a r t  is d e s t in e d  

f o r  t h e  w h o le . T h is  is  th e  so u rc e  w h e n c e  d e r iv e s  the  a u t h o r i t y  

o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty  o v e r  i t s  m e m b e rs .

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  th e s e  p r im a r y  so u rc e s  o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  th e r e  

a r e  d i f f e r e n t  m o d e s  o f t h e  t r a n s m is s io n  o f a u t h o r i ty  f r o m  o n e  

p e rs o n  t o  a n o th e r  ; v .g .,  d iv is io n o f  p o w e r , b y  w h ic h  a l l  t h e  

a u t h o r i t y  w h ic h  is  v e s te d  in  o n e  p e r s o n  m a y  b e  d e leg a te d  to  

o th e r s ,  a s  h a p p e n s  in  t h e  c a se  o f  a  k in g  a n d  h is  m in is te r s  ; o r  

tra nsla t ion , i .e .,  t r a n s f e r  o f  p o w e r ,  b y  w h ic h  a  p e rs o n  w h o  is  

p o sse sse d  o f a u t h o r i t y  t r a n s f e r s  t h e  w h o le  o r  a  p a rt  o f  h is  

a u t h o r i t y  to  a n o th e r .

2 °  S o m e  a u th o r s  t e a c h  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  is  t h e  f o r m a l  e le 

m e n t  o f  s o c ie ty  ; o th e r s  h o ld  t h a t  i t  is  a  p r o p e r t y o f  s o c ie ty .

T h e  s o lu t io n  to  t h e  p r o b le m  m a y  b e  r e a c h e d  b y  m a k ing  a  

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  m e ta p h y s ic a l  e sse n c e  a n d  the  p h y s ic a l  

e sse n c e  o f s o c ie ty .

T h e  m e ta p h y s ic a l  e sse n c e  o f  a  t h i n g  is  th e  e sse n c e  o f  t h e  

t h i n g  in  t h e  a b s t r a c t ,  t h e  e sse n c e  s ig n if ie d  b y  i t s d e f in i t io n . 

I t  is  e v id e n t  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  is  n o t  t h e  f o r m a l  e le me n t  o f  s o c ie ty  

(h e te ro g e n e o u s )  c o n s id e re d  in  i t s  m e ta p h y s ic a l  e ssen c e , b e 

c a u s e  a u t h o r i t y  is  n o t  f o u n d  in  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f  so c ie ty . F r o m  

th is  p o in t  o f  v ie w , a u t h o r i t y  is  a  p r o p e r t y  o f  s o c ie ty , 

i i
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T h e  p h y s ic a l  e sse n c e  o f a  t h i n g  is th e  e sse n c e  o f th e  t h in g  

a s  i t  is  f o u n d  in  t h e  c o n c r e te  in  n a tu r e ,  n o t  a s  s ub je c t  to  th e  

a b s t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  in te l le c t .  T h e re fo re  w e  m a y  s a y  t h a t  

a u t h o r i t y  is  th e  f o rm  o r  f o r m a l e le m e n t  o f s o c ie ty  ( h e te r o g e 

n e o u s )  c o n s id e re d  in  i t s  p h y s ic a l  e sse n c e , b e c a u s e  a u t h o r i t y  is  

t h e  r e la t io n  o r  o r d e r  b e t w e e n  o n e  p e rs o n  a s  r u le r  an d  o th e r  

p e rs o n s  a s s u b je c ts ,  i .e ., t h e  o r d e r  o r  r e la t i o n  b y w h ic h  h e te r o 

g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty  is  f o r m a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  in  th e  c o n cr e te .

1041. A ll a u th o r i t y  as su c h  d e r ives f r o m  G od .—
1 ° P re lim in a r ie s.—  a) I n  a u th o r i t y ,  t h e r e  a re  th r e e  d i s t i n c t  e le 

m e n ts :  t h e  p r in c ip le , use, a n d  fo r m  o r  m o d e  o f  a u t h o r i t y  (1).

T h e  p r in c ip le  o f  a u t h o r i t y  is th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  a p e rs o n  

a c q u ir e s  a u th o r i t y .

T h e  u s e  o f  a u t h o r i t y  is th e  e x e rc ise  o f  a u th o r i t y .

T h e  fo rm  o r  m o d e  o f  a u t h o r i t y  is t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  r ule r  to  

s u b je c ts , i .e .,  i t  is  a u t h o r i t y  in  t h e  fo rm a l sen se.

b) T h e r e  a r e  tw o  c a se s  in  w h ic h  G o d  is  n o t  t h e  p r in cip le  

o f  a u t h o r i t y  : in  the case o f the unw orth iness o f the person  who re

ceives au tho r ity . T h o u g h  t h i s  u n w o r th in e s s  d o e s  n o t  d e r iv e  

f r o m  G o d , i t  d o e s  n o t ,  n e v e r th e le s s ,  r e n d e r  u n la w f ul  t h e  a c q u i 

s i t io n  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t y ,  n o r  d o e s  i t  d is p e n s e  s u b jec ts  f r o m  o b e 

d ie n c e  t o  i t ;  in  the case in  w h ich  au tho r ity  is  acqu ired  in  an  u n

la w fu l m an ne r; v .g . ,  if  a  p e rs o n  a c q u i r e s  a u t h o r i t y  b y  t h e  u s e  o f 

v io le n c e  o r  b y  a n y  o th e r  u n la w fu l  m e a n s . I n  th i s  c as e , s u b je c ts  

m a y  o v e r th r o w  t h e  s u p e r io r ,  u n le ss  i t  c h a n c e s  t h a t  h e  h a s  b e e n  

s u b s e q u e n t ly  re c o g n iz e d  a s  a  la w fu l  s u p e r io r ,  e i t h er  b y  t h e  c o n 

s e n t  o f t h e  p e o p le , o r  b y  a  s u p e r io r  a u th o r i t y .

T h e r e  a r e  tw o  c a se s  in  w h ic h  t h e  u s e  o r  e x e rc ise  o f a u t h o r 

i t y  d o e s  n o t  c o m e  f ro m  G o d : w hen  a su per io r  gives a  com m and 

w hich is  contrary to the end o f au tho r ity ; v .g ., a  c o m m a n d  to  s in ;  

in  th i s  c a se , s u b je c ts  m a y  n o t  o b e y , b u t  s h o u ld  fo llo w  th e  e x a m 

p le  o f  t h e  h o ly  m a r t y r s ,  w h o  su f fe re d  d e a t h  r a t h e r  t h a n  o b e y  

t h e  im p io u s  c o m m a n d s  o f  t y r a n t s ;  w hen a su per io r  gives com 

m an ds  beyond h is  a u th o r ity ; v .g . , im p o s e s  u n j u s t  t a x e s ;  in  th is

(1 ) l n  I I  S en t., d is t .  4 4,  q . 1 , a . 2 .
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c a s e , s u b je c ts  h a v e  n o  o b l ig a t io n  to  o b e y , b u t  a re  n o t  f o r b id d e n  

to  d o  so  (}).

A u th o r i t y  in  i t s  f o r m a l  s ig n i f ic a t io n ,  i .e .,  a u t h o ri t y  a s  su c h , 

w h ic h  is  t h e  r e la t i o n  b e tw e e n  r u le r  a n d  s u b je c ts ,  alw a y s  d e r iv e s  

f r o m  G o d : There is  no  pow er hut f r o m  God (1 2).

2 °  P roo fs o f  the p ro po sition .—  1) A ll g o o d  d e r iv e s  f r o m  

G o d . B u t  a u t h o r i t y  a s  s u c h  is  a lw a y s  a  g o o d . T h e r e fo r e  a u 

t h o r i t y  a s  s u c h  d e r iv e s  f r o m  G o d . (3)

M a jo r .—  G o d  is  o f H is  v e r y  e sse n c e  t h e  g o o d n e ss  w h e n c e  

a l l  g o o d  d e r iv e s  ( F o u r th  W a y ) .

M in o r .—  G o o d n e ss  c o n s is ts  f o r m a l l y  in  m o d e , sp e c ie s , a n d  

o rd e r .  B u t  a u t h o r i t y  a s  s u c h  is  o rd e r .  T h e re fo re  a ut h o r i t y  

a s  s u c h  is  a lw a y s  a  g o o d .

2 ) W h a te v e r  is  p r e d ic a te d  o f  b o th  G o d  a n d  c r e a tu r e s 

c o m e s  t o  c r e a tu r e s  f r o m  G o d . B u t  a u t h o r i t y  is p r e d ic a te d  o f 

b o th  G o d  a n d  c r e a tu r e s ,  i .e .,  m e n . T h e r e f o r e  a u t h o ri t y  c o m e s  

to  c r e a tu r e s  f r o m  G o d , i .e . ,  a l l  a u t h o r i t y  d e r iv e s  f r o m  G o d  (4) .

M a jo r .—  W h a te v e r  is p r e d ic a te d  o f  b o th  G o d  a n d  c r e a 

tu r e s  is  p r e d ic a te d  o f  G o d  a s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  c r e atu r e ,  a n d  o f 

t h e  c r e a tu r e  a s  t h e  e f fe c t  o f  G o d .

T h e  m in o r is e v id e n t .

3 ) A u th o r i t y  b y  i t s  c o m m a n d s  im p o s e s  o b l ig a t io n s  w hic h  

b in d  in  c o n sc ie n c e . B u t ,  if  a u t h o r i t y  d id  n o t  d e r ive  f r o m  G o d , 

i t  c o u ld  n o t  im p o s e  o b l ig a t io n s  w h ic h  a re  b in d in g  in  c o n sc ie n c e . 

T h e r e f o r e  a u t h o r i t y  a s  s u c h  d e r iv e s  f r o m  G o d .

M in o r .—- T o  im p o s e  a n  o b l ig a t io n  w h ic h  b in d s  in  c o n 

sc ie n c e  is  t o  so  p la c e  t h e  w il l  o f  a  s u b je c t  u n d e r  o b l ig a t io n  to  d o  

o r  t o  o m i t  a n  a c t i o n  t h a t  h e  b e c o m e s  r e p r e h e n s ib le  b e fo re  G o d  

if  h e  fa i ls  t o  o b e y . T h is  p r e s u p p o s e s  t h a t  a u t h o r i ty  d e r iv e s  

f r o m  G o d .

(1 )  I n  I I  S en t., d is t .  4 4,  q . 2 , a . 2 .
(2 )  R o m ., X I I I ,  1.
(3) I n  I I  S e n t., d is t .  4 4 ,  q . 1 , a . 2 ,—  I I - I I ,  q . 1 0 4 , a . 2 .
(4 )  C om . in  E jr is t. a d  R o m ., c . 1 3 .
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1 0 4 2 . D i f f i c u l t i es . —  1 °  T h a t  w h ich  is  d e s t r u c t iv e  o f  lo v e  am on g  men 
is n e it h e r  n e c e ssa ry  n o r  la w fu l.  B u t  a u t h o r i t y  d es t r o y s  l o v e  am on g  men . 
T h e r e fo r e  a u th o r i t y  is  n e i th e r  n e c e ssa ry  n o r  la w fu l .

M a j o r .—  T h a t  w h i ch  o f  i t s  n a tu r e  is  d e s t r u c t iv e  o f  l o v e  am on g  men ’ 
I  c o n c e d e; w h ich  a c c iden ta l ly  is  d e s t r u c t iv e  o f l o v e  am o n g  men , I  d e n y .

M i n o r . —  A u th o r i t y  o f  i t s  n a tu r e  d e s t r o y s  lo v e  a m o n g  m e n , I  d e n y ;  

a c c id e n ta l ly  d e s t r o y s  lo v e  a m o n g  m en , I  c o n c e d e . v

A u th o r i t y  ca n , b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  a b u s e , a c c id e n ta l ly  de s t r o y  lo v e  a m o n g 
m e n . B u t  o f  i t s e l f  a u th o r i t y  d o es  n o t  d e s t r o y ,  b u t  ra the r  fo s te r s , lo v e  a m o n g 
m e n , fo r  i t  u n i te s  th e m  in  t h e  k n o w le d g e  a n d  lo v e  o f t he  sa m e  c o m m o n  en d , S- 
a n d , in  th e  p u r su it  o f  t h is  g o o d , i t  s a fe g u a r d s  o rde r  a m o n g  th e m . M o r e o v e r , \ 
so m e t im e s  a u th o r i t y  c o m m a n d s  in te r n a l a c ts  o f  lo v e  a m o n g  m e n ;  v .g .,  in  t h e 
C h u rc h .

» 1 

e I

2 °  T h a t  w h ic h  is  o p p o se d  to  m a n ’s  l ib e r t y  is  n e i th er  n e c e ssa r y  n or 
la w fu l.  B u t  a u th o r i t y  is  o p p o se d  t o  m a n ’s l ib e r t y .  T h e r e fo r e  a u th o r i t y  is  
n e ith e r  n e c e s s a r y  n o r  la w fu l.

M a j o r . —  T h a t  w h ich  is  o p p o se d  t o  h u m a n  f re ed o m , i .e . ,  t o  t h e  l ib e r t y  
b y  w h ic h  m a n  h a s d o m in io n  o v e r  t h e  a c ts  o f  h is  w i l l,  o r  t o  t h e  l ib e r t y  o f  p e r 
fe c t in g  h im se lf , I  c o n c e d e ; t h a t  w h ich  is o p p o se d  to  t h e  l ib e r t y  b y  w h ich  m a n 
is  a l lo w e d  to  tu r n  a w a y  fro m  g o o d  a n d  to  d o  e v i l ,  I  d e n y .

M i n o r . —  A u th o r i t y  is  o p p o se d  to  h u m a n  f re ed o m , i. e . ,  t o  th e  l ib e r t y  b y  
w h ich  m a n  h a s d o m in io n  o v e r  t h e  a c ts  o f  h is  w il l , or  t o  t h e  l ib e r t y  o f  p e r fe c 
t in g  h im se lf ,  I  d e n y ;  is o p p o sed  t o  th e  l ib e r t y  b y  w h ic h  m a n  is  a llo w e d  to  tu r n  
a w a y  f ro m  g o o d  a n d  to  d o  e v i l ,  1  c o n c e d e .

T h e  o b je c t io n  h a s i t s  o r ig in  in  t h e  K a n t ia n  c o n c e p tio n  o f l ib e r t y  a c c o r d in g  
t o  w h ich  l ib e r t y  c o n s is ts  in  th e  a b s o lu te  a u to n o m y  o f  t h e  w il l, i .e . ,  in  i t s 
a b s o lu te  in d e p e n d e n c e . B u t ,  as  w e  sa w  in  P h i lo s o p h y o f N a tu r e ,  f re ed o m 
o f  th e  w il l c o n s is ts  e s s e n t ia l ly  in  th e  d o m in io n  w hich  t h e  w il l h a s o v e r  i t s 
a c ts , a d o m in io n  w h ich  c o m e s from  th e  in d if fe r en t  ju d g m e n t  o f  r ea so n . A u th o r 
i t y  is  n o t  o p p o se d  to  free  w il l in  th is  se n se , b e c au se  i t  d o es n o t  ex e rc ise  v io 
le n c e  o n  t h e  w il l o f  a  su b je c t ,  b u t  u ses  m o ra l fo rce  o n  i t  b y  p r o p o s in g  to  h is 
in te l le c t  t h e  m ea n s n e c e ssa r y  fo r  t h e  a t ta in m e n t  o f a n  en d .

M o r eo v er , a u th o r i t y  is n o t  o p p o se d  to  m a n ’s l ib e r t y o f  p e r fe c t in g  h im 
se lf ;  o n  th e  co n tr a r y , i t  is d e s t in e d  fo r  m a n ’s p e rfe c t io n , fo r  i t  d ir e c ts  m en 
u n it e d  in  s o c ie t y  in  th e  p u r su it  o f  t h e  co m m o n  g o o d. T h e r e fo r e  m a n  h a s a 
n a tu r a l lo v e  o f  a u th o r i t y ,  a n d  h is p e r fe c t io n  is p ro p o r t io n a te  to  h is  lo v e  o f it . 
T h is  ex p la in s w h y  th e  S a in ts  so  a r d e n t ly  em b r a c ed  ob ed ie n ce .

N e v e r th e le s s , a u th o r i t y  l im it s  th e  l ib e r t y  o f  tu r n in g  a w a y  fro m  g o o d 
a n d  o f d o in g  e v i i ;  D j t  th is  l i b e i t y  or p o w e r  is  n o t a p e r fe c t io n  o f  f re e  w il l , b u t 
ra th e r  a  se r io u s im p e r fe c t io n .

3 °  T h a t  w n ich  is  o p p o se d  to  e q u a l i t y  a m o n g  m en  is  ne i th e r  n e c e ssa r y 
n o r  la w fu l.  B u t  a u th o r i t y  is  o p p o se d  t o  e q u a l i t y  a mo n g  m e n . T h er e fo re 
a u th o r i t y  is  n e it h e r  n e c e ssa r y  n o r  la w fu l.

M a j o r . —  I n  a s m u c h  a s i t  d e s t r o y s  e q u a l i t y  a m o n g  m en  w h o  a re ot 
th e m s e lv e s  e q u a l,  l e t  i t  g o ; in  a s m u ch  a s i t  d ir e c ts  to  a  c o m m o n  g o o d  m en 
w h o  a re  o f  t h e m s e lv e s  u n e q u a l, I  d e n y .

M i n o r . —  In  a s m u c h  a s i t  d e s t r o y s  in e q u a l i t y  a m o n g  m en  w ho  a re o f 
th e m s e lv e s  u n e q u a l, I  d e n y ;  in  a s m u c h  a s i t  d i r e c ts  t o  a  c o m m o n  g o o d  m en 
w h o  a re  o f  t h e m s e lv e s  u n e q u a l, I  c o n c e d e .

M e n , co n s id e r ed  in  th e ir  s p e c if ic  n a tu re , a re  e q u a l,  s in c e  a ll  h a v e  t h e 
sa m e n a tu re . B u t ,  a s  in d iv id u a ls , m en  a re u n e q u a l , fo r  o n e  is  su p e r io r  to 
a n o th e r  u n d er  v a r io u s a sp e c ts ;  v .g . ,  a  fa th e r  a s such  is  su p e r io r  t o  h is  so n  a s
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su c h,  b u t  t h e  so n  ca n  b e  su p e r io r  t o  h is  fa th e r  u n d er  oth e r  a sp e c ts , v .g .,  in 
k n o w le d g e , in  v i r tu e , e tc .

A u th o r i t y  e s ta b lish e s  o rd e r  a m o n g  u n e q u a l m en  in  rega rd  to  a  co m m o n 
en d , a n d  th e re fo r e  is  n o t  u n la w fu l, b u t  a b s o lu te ly  n e ce ssa r y .

4 °  T h a t  w h ic h  is  o p p o se d  to  th e  p u rsu ft  o f  o n e ’s  p ro p er  g o o d  is n e ith e r 
n e c e ssa r y  n o r  la w fu l.  B u t  a u th o r i t y  is  o p p o se d  t o  th e  p u r su it  o f  o n e ’s  p rop er 
g o o d . T h er e fo r e  a u th o r i t y  is n e i th e r  n e c e s s a r y  n o r  la w fu l.

M a jo r .—  T o  t h e  o rd e r ly  p u r su it  o f  o n e ’s  p ro p er  g o o d , I  concede; t o  th e 
in o r d in a te  p u r su it  o f o n e ’s p ro p er  g o o d , I  d en y .

M in o r .—  A u th o r i t y  is o p p o se d  to  th e  o rd e r ly  p u r su it  o f  on e ’s p rop er 
g o o d , I  d e n y , to  th e  in o r d in a te  p u r su it  o f  o n e ’s  p ro p er  good., 1 concede.

A u th o r i t y  e s ta b lish e s  o rd e r  a m o n g  t h e  m em b e rs  o f soc ie ty  in  regard 
t o  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d ; th e re fo r e  i t  g iv e s  o rd e r  to  m e n’s p u r su it  o f  th e ir  p rop er  
g o o d  b y  d ir e c t in g  i t  t o  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1 G iv e  th e  n o m in a l d e f in i t io n  o f  a u th o r i t y ;  th e  fo rm a l d e f in i t io n  o f  
m o ra l a u th o r i t y ;  t h e  d e f in i t io n  o f  a u th o r i t y  a s p o w er .

2 . E x p la in  w h y  a u th o r i t y  is  n e c e ssa r y  in  a  h e te r o g en e o u s s o c ie ty .

3 . U n d e r  w h a t  a s p e c t  d o es  a ll  a u th o r i t y  d e r iv e  from G od  ? E x p la in .



B O O K  I I

D om estic  so c ie ty

P ro lo g u e .—  W e  f in d  t h a t  th e r e  a r e  th r e e  d i s t i n c t  k in d s  

o f u n io n  in  d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty :  a) t h e  u n io n  o f h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife , 

c a l le d  m a t r im o n ia l  s o c ie ty ;  b) t h e  u n io n  o f  p a r e n ts  a n d  c h i l 

d re n ,  c a l le d  p a r e n ta l  s o c ie ty ;  c) t h e  u n io n  o f m a s te r  a n d  s la v e , 

c a l le d  h e r i le  s o c ie ty  ( l) .  W e  sh a l l  d e a l  w i th  m a t r im o n ia l  so 

c ie ty  a n d  p a r e n ta l  so c ie ty  in  d i s t i n c t  c h a p te r s ,  a nd  w i th  h e r i le  

s o c ie ty  in  a n  a p p e n d ix .

C h a p te r  I .  M a t r im o n ia l  so c ie ty  

C h a p te r  I I .  P a r e n ta l  so c ie ty .  

A p p e n d ix . H e r i le  s o c ie ty .

(1 )  I n  P o l i t . ,  i. I ,  1. 2 .



C H A P T E R  I

M A T R IM O N IA L  S O C IE T Y

P ro lo g u e .—  I n  th is  c h a p te r ,  f i r s t ,  w e  s h a l l  d e a l  w i th  th e  

o r ig in  o f  m a t r im o n y ;  se c o n d ly , w i th  i t s  p r e c e p t ;  t hi r d l y ,  w i th  

i t s  p r o p e r t ie s :  u n i t y  a n d  in d is s o lu b i l i t y .  T h e re fo re  th e r e  w ill 

b e  f o u r  a r t i c le s  in  th is  c h a p te r .

O rig in  o f  m a tr im o n y

P r e c e p t  o f m a tr im o n y

U n i t y  o f  m a tr im o n y

I n d is s o lu b i l i t y  o f  
m a tr im o n y

S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e st io n 
O p in io n s
T h e s is :  M a t r im o n y  is  n a tu ra l to  m a n , an d 

is  o f  n a tu ra l  in s t it u t io n .
E s se n c e  o f  m a t r im o n y 
E ff ic ien t ca u se  o f  m a tr im o n y 
E n d s o f  m a t r im o n y
C o n ju g a l s o c ie ty  is t h e  m o st  n a tu ra l o f  a ll 

s o c ie t ie s
M a tr im o n y , co n s id e r ed  m er e ly  a s a  n a tu ra l 

in s t i tu t io n ,  is sa c red  in  ch a ra c te r 
ß c h o lia 
E u g e n ic s

S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  q u e st io n 
T h e s is :  M a t r im o n y  is  o f  n a tu ra l p rec ep t, 

a n d  is  d ir e c t ly  o b lig a to r y  n o t  o n 
in d iv id u a l m en , b u t  o n  th e  h u m a n 
sp ec ie s as a  w ho le

S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  q u e st io n 
O p in io n s
T h e s is :  P o ly a n d r y  is co n tra ry  to  th e  p r im a ry 

p r ec ep ts , a n d  p o ly g y n y  to  th e 
se co n d a r y  p rec ep ts , o f  th e  n a tu ra l 
la w

S ta te m e n t  o f t h e  q u e st io n 
O p in io n s
T h es is :  T h e  in tr in s ic  d is so lu b i l i ty  o f  m a tr i

m o n y  is co n tr a r y  to  th e  p r im a ry  
p r ec ep ts , a n d  it s  ex t r in s ic  d is so 
lu b i l i t y  t o  th e  se co n d a r y  p r ec ep ts , 
o f  t h e  n a tu ra l la w

S ch o l io n
D if f ic u l t ie s



A R T I C L E  I

O R I G I N  O F  M A T R I M O N Y

1043. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° M a t r im o n y  

m a y  b e  d e sc r ib e d  a s  the stable u n io n  o f m a n  and  w om an fo r  the 

purpose o f p ropagating the hu m a n  race.

a) Stab le un ion : m a t r im o n y  is t h u s  d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  

c o n c u b in a g e . M o re o v e r ,  m a t r im o n y  is , a s  w e  s h a l l  p ro v e  

l a te r ,  a n  in d is so lu b le  u n io n  o r  so c ie ty .

b) O f m an  and  w om an: th e s e  w o rd s  d e s ig n a te  t h e  m e m 

b e rs  o f  m a t r im o n ia l  so c ie ty .

c) For the purpose o f p ropagating  the h u m a n  race: th e se  

w o rd s  in d ic a te  th e  p r im a r y  e n d  o f m a t r im o n y .

2 °  M a t r im o n y  h a s  i t s  o r ig in  in  n a tu r e ,  in  a s  m u c h  as  i t  is 

n a t u r a l  to  m a n .

T h e r e  a r e  tw o  w a y s  in  w h ic h  a  th in g  m a y  b e  n a t u r a l  : f i r s t , 

a s  n e c e s sa r i ly  c a u s e d  b y  n a tu r e ;  v .g .,  to  a s c e n d  is n a t u r a l  to  

f ire ;  secondly, a s  e f fe c te d  b y  f re e  w il l u n d e r  th e  im p u ls e  o f n a t u

r a l  in c l in a t io n  (1h  I t  is  in  t h e  l a t t e r  w a y  t h a t  m at r im o n y  is 

n a tu r a l .

3 °  M o re o v e r ,  m a t r im o n y  is o f  n a t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  i.e .,  is 

a n  in s t i tu t io n  o f  na ture, in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t s  e n d , th e  m e a n s  o f a t 

ta i n i n g  i t s  e n d , a n d  th e  la w s  w h ic h  r e g u la te  th e  a ct i v i t y  o f i ts  

m e m b e rs  a r e  d e te r m in e d  b y  n a tu r e .  M a t r im o n y ,  n e v e r th e le s s ,  

r e m a in s  f re e , in  a s  m u c h  a s  a  p e rs o n  w h o  c o n t r a c ts  m a t r im o n y  

d o e s  so  f r e e ly ,  a n d  a lso , w h i le  o b s e rv in g  t h e  la w s  o f m a t r im o n y  

e s ta b l is h e d  b y  n a tu r e ,  f r e e ly  c h o o se s  th e  p e rs o n  w ith  w h o m  

m a t r im o n y  is c o n t r a c te d .  1

(1 )  S u p p l . , q. 4 1,  a . 1.
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1044. O p in io n s.—  1° A ll C a th o l i c s ,  a n d  a lso  m a n y  n o n -  

C a th o l ic s , h o ld  t h a t  m a t r im o n y  is o f  n a t u r a l  in s t i tu t i o n .

2 °  M a n y  o th e rs ,  h o w e v e r , t e a c h  t h a t  m a t r im o n y  is  sole ly  

o f h u m a n  in v e n t io n  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n .

a ) S o m e  h o ld  t h a t  n o  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  o r ig in  o r  e x iste n c e  o f 

m a t r im o n y  c a n  b e  f o u n d  in  n a t u r e  o r  in  i t s  la w s , b ut  o n ly  th e  

p o w e r  a n d  in s t i n c t  f o r  th e  p r o c r e a t io n  o f l i fe . S u ch  is  t h e  t e a c h 

in g  o f com m un ists, o f m a n y  s o c ia l is ts , a n d  g e n e r a l l y  o f e v o lu 

t io n is ts  a n d  n a tu r a l i s t s ,  w h o , in  c o n se q u e n c e , a d v oc a te  f r e e  

u n io n s .

b) O th e rs  h o ld  t h a t  c e r ta in  b e g in n in g s , o r , a s  i t  w e re , 

see d s  o f t r u e  w e d lo c k , a r e  f o u n d  in  m a n ’s n a tu r e ,  be c a u s e ,  a s  

th e y  p o in t  o u t ,  a  s ta b le  u n io n  o f  m a n  a n d  w o m a n  is  r e q u i r e d  fo r  

t h e  p r o te c t io n  o f  t h e  d ig n i ty  o f h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife , a n d  f o r  th e  

a t t a i n m e n t  o f t h e  e n d  o f  t h e i r  m a t r im o n ia l  u n io n ,  wh ic h  is  th e  

p r o c r e a t io n  a n d  e d u c a t io n  o f  c h i ld re n .  T h e re fo re  the y  a d m i t  

t h a t  m a t r im o n y  is  t h e  m o s t  p e r fe c t  o f a l l  u n io n s  b etw e e n  m a n  

a n d  w o m a n . T h e y  m a in ta in ,  n e v e r th e le s s ,  t h a t  m a t r imo n y  

o w es i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n  so le ly  to  th e  w il l o f m a n ,  a n d t h a t  d iv o rc e  

m a y  b e  r e a d i ly  a d m i t te d .  S u c h  is th e  te a c h in g  o f  t he  m ore 

m oderate n a tu r a l i s ts .

1045. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T HE S IS .— M a t r i m o n y  i s  n a t u r a l  t o  m a n ,  a n d  i s

O F  N A T U R A L  I N S T I T U T I O N .

F irs t  p a r t . —  M a tr im o n y  is  na tu ra l to m a n.—  1) From  the 

ends o f m a tr im o n y .—  A  u n io n  to  w h ic h  n a t u r e  in c l in e s  f r e e  m a n  

is  n a t u r a l  to  m a n . B u t  n a t u r e  in c l in e s  f r e e  m a n  to  t h e  s ta b le  

u n io n  o f  m a n  a n d  w o m a n ,  i .e . , t o  m a t r im o n y .  T h e re fo re  m a t 

r im o n y  is  n a t u r a l  to  m a n .

T h e  m ajor is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  s t a t e m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .

M in o r .—  a) F rom  the p r im a ry  end o f  m a tr im on y , i.e ., f r o m 

the good o f the ch ild .—  N a tu r e  in te n d s  t h a t  th e  u n io n  o f m a n  a n d  

w o m a n  s h o u ld  p ro v id e  n o t  o n ly  f o r  th e  p r o c r e a t io n  of c h i ld re n .
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b u t  a lso  f o r  t h e i r  r e a r in g  a n d  e le v a t io n  to  t h e  s tat u s  o f  p e r f e c t  

m a n , w h ic h  is  th e  s ta t e  o f  v i r t u e :  f o r  t h e  im p e r f e ct  is  a lw a y s  

d e s t i n e d  fo r  th e  p e r f e c t . B u t  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f c h i ld re n  re q u i re s  

th e  s ta b le  u n io n  o f m a n  a n d  w o m a n . T h e re fo re  (*)•

b) From  the secondary end o f m arr iage, w h ich  is  the m utu a

assistance o f the m arr ied -persons in  the ir  dom estic  l i fe.-—  N a tu r e  

in c l in e s  m a n  to  s u c h  s o c ie ty  a s  p ro v id e s  f o r  t h e  n ec e s s i t ie s  o f 

h u m a n  life . B u t  m a t r im o n y  p ro v id e s  f o r  c e r ta in  n e c es s i t ie s  o f 

h u m a n  l i fe :  f o r  h u m a n  l i fe  r e q u i r e s  c e r ta in  a c t i v i ti e s ,  a s  f a r m 

in g , e tc .,  w h ic h  a re  p ro p e r  to  m a n , a n d  o th e r s ,  a s  h o u s e k e e p in g ,  

fo r  w h ic h  w o m a n  is n a tu r a l l y  a d a p te d  ( 1 2). T h e re fore .

2 ) From  a com parison  w ith  the u n io n  o f other a n im a ls

“  I n  th e  c a se  o f c e r ta in  a n im a ls ,  a s  d o g s , f o r  t h e  r e a r in g  o f 

w h o se  o f f sp r in g  th e  fe m a le  is  a lo n e  su f f ic ie n t, t h e m a le  a n d  

th e  fe m a le  d o  n o t  r e m a in  to g e th e r  a f te r  c o i t io n . B ut  in  th e  

c ase  o f o th e rs , f o r  t h e  r e a r in g  o f w h o se  o f fsp r in g  t h e  fe m a le  

a lo n e  is  n o t  su f f ic ie n t, th e  m a le  a n d  th e  fe m a le  r em a in  to g e th e r  

fo r  s u c h  t im e  a s  is  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  r e a r in g  a n d  tr a in in g  of 

t h e i r  y o u n g . E v id e n c e  o f th is  is f o u n d  in  th e  c a se  o f  b ir d s ,  

w h o se  n e w ly - h a tc h e d  y o u n g  a re  in c a p a b le  o f p r o v id ing  t h e m 

se lv e s  w i th  fo o d ;  s in c e  b i r d s ,  u n l i k e  q u a d r u p e d s  w hic h  a re  s u p 

p l ie d  w ith  m i lk  b y  n a tu r e ,  d o  n o t  su c k le  t h e i r  y o u ng  b u t  m u s t  

se e k  fo o d  fo r  th e m  a b r o a d ,  a n d  a lso  k e e p  th e m  w a rm  d u r in g  

th e  p e r io d  o f  fe e d in g , t h e  fe m a le  c a n n o t  d o  th is  w ork  a lo n e ; 

h e n c e ,  in  th e  c a se  o f c e r ta in  a n im a ls ,  d iv in e  p r o v id e n c e  h a s  

e n d u e d  th e  m a le  w i th  a  n a t u r a l  i n s t i n c t  o f r e m a in ing  w ith  

th e  fe m a le  fo r  th e  re a r in g  o f t h e i r  b ro o d . N o w , in  th e  c a se  of 

th e  h u m a n  sp ec ie s , i t  is  e v id e n t  t h a t  th e  m o th e r  c an n o t  b y  

h e rs e l f  r e a r  h e r  c h i ld re n , f o r  th e  n e c e ss i t ie s  o f hu m a n  l i fe  a re  

s u c h  a s  c a n n o t  b e  p r o v id e d  b y  o n ly  o n e  o f th e  p a r e nts .  H e n c e  

i t  is in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e  e x ig e n c ie s  o f  h u m a n  n at u r e  t h a t  

th e  h u s b a n d  c o h a b i t  w i th  h is  w ife  a f te r  c o i t io n , a nd  n o t  le a v e  

h e r  a t  o n c e  a n d  fo rm  a  u n io n  w ith  a n y  o th e r  w o m a m  wh o m  h e  

h a p p e n s  to  m e e t , a s  h a p p e n s  in  th e  c ase  o f f o r n ic a to rs  ” (3)-

(1 ) I n  E th ic .,  1. V I I I ,  1. 12 , n . 1 7 2 1 .
(2 ) C o n tra  G en tes, 1. I l l ,  c. 1 2 2 .
(3) I b id .
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S eco nd  p a r t. —  M a tr im o n y  is  o f  na tu ra l in s ti tu tio n . —  A  

so c ie ty  w h o se  e n d s , m e a n s  o f a t t a i n i n g  th e s e  e n d s , a n d  la w s  

g o v e rn in g  t h e  a c ts  o f i t s  m e m b e rs  a r e  d e te r m in e d  b y n a tu r e  

is o f  n a t u r a l  in s t i t u t i o n .  B u t  m a t r im o n y  is  a  s o c iety  w h o se  

e n d s , m e a n s  o f a t t a i n i n g  th e s e  e n d s ,  a n d  la w s  g o v e rn in g  th e  

a c ts  o f  i t s  m e m b e rs  a r e  d e te r m in e d  b y  n a tu r e .  T h e refo re  

m a t r im o n y  is o f  n a t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .

T h e  m ajo r is c le a r  f r o m  th e  n o t io n  o f a  n a tu r a l  in s t i t u t i o n .

M in o r .—  a) T h e  p r im a r y  e n d  o f m a t r im o n y ,  w h ic h  is 

th e  p r o c r e a t io n  a n d  e d u c a t io n  o f c h i ld re n , i .e .,  t he  p r o p a g a t io n  

o f t h e  h u m a n  ra c e ,  h a s  i t s  o r ig in  in  n a tu r e  : fo r  na tu r e ,  w h ic h  

c a n n o t  a c c o m p l is h  t h e  c o n s e r v a t io n  o f  t h e  h u m a n  sp ec ie s  in  a  

s in g le  in d iv id u a l ,  d o e s  so  b y  m e a n s  o f m a t r im o n y .

b) T h e  m e a n s  d e s t in e d  fo r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  e n d s o f 

m a t r im o n y  a re  d e te r m in e d  b y  n a t u r e  : d iv e r s i t y  o f sex , i n 

c l in a t io n  to  th e  a c t  o f g e n e r a t io n ,  d i f f e r e n t  q u a l it i e s  a n d  a p 

t i t u d e s  o f  m a n  a n d  w o m a n  a d a p te d  f o r  t h e  d i f f e re n t k in d s  o f 

w o rk  n e c e s sa ry  f o r  h u m a n  l i fe , e tc .

c) S in c e  n a tu r e  d e s t in e s  m a t r im o n y  f o r  a  c o m m o n  g o o d, 

w h ic h  is th e  p r o p a g a t io n  o f  t h e  h u m a n  ra c e  b y  s u i tab le  m e a n s , 

i t  t h e r e b y  d e te r m in e s  t h e  la w s  o f  m a t r im o n y  : f o r  a la w  is  a n  

o rd in a n c e  fo r  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d . T h e  n a t u r a l  la w s  o f  m a t r i 

m o n y  a r e  th e  la w s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  i t s  u n i t y  a n d  in d is s o lu b i l i t y , 

w i th  th e  a u th o r i t y  o f t h e  h u s b a n d ,  e tc .

1046. E ssen ce o f m a t r im o ny .—  1° T h e  fo l lo w in g  d is 

t i n c t  e le m e n ts  a r e  f o u n d  in  m a t r im o n y  :

a) m u tu a l  c o n s e n t  e x te r n a l l y  e x p re ss e d , i .e ., t h e  c o nt r a c t ;

b) m u tu a l  b o d i l y  s u r r e n d e r  ;

c) t h e  b o n d  b e tw e e n  t h e  sp o u s e s  re s u l t in g  f r o m  th e  c o n 

t r a c t  ;

d) t h e  m u tu a l  r i g h t  to  c a r n a l  in te r c o u r s e  ;

e) t h e  u se  o f m a t r im o n y ,  i .e .,  c a r n a l  in te rc o u rs e .

2 °  M a t r im o n y  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  in  i t s  c a u se , a c c o rdin g  

to  w h ic h  i t  is  c o n t r a c te d  ( m a t r im o n iu m  in  f ie r i ) . Un d e r  t h i s



3 0 2 E C O N O M I C S

a s p e c t ,  m a t r im o n y  is  t h e  c o n t r a c t ,  i .e . ,  c o n s is ts  in  m u tu a l  c o n 

s e n t  e x te r n a l l y  e x p re ss e d , a s  w e  s h a l l  p r o v e  la te r .

I t  m a y  a lso  b e  c o n s id e re d  a s  a  p e r m a n e n t  t h i n g  o r  st a t e  

( m a t r im o n iu m  in  f a c to  e sse ) . I t  is  w i th  th e  p ro b le m o f  th e  

e sse n c e  o f  m a r r ia g e  a s  a  s ta t e  t h a t  w e  a r e  a t  p r e s en t  c o n c e rn e d .

A c c o rd in g  t o  o u r  te a c h in g , m a t r im o n y  a s  a  s t a t e  c o ns is ts  

e s s e n t ia l ly  in  th e  fo rm a l b o n d ,  i .e .,  in  th e  in d is so lu b le  t ie , 

w h ic h  re s u l ts  f r o m  th e  m u tu a l  c o n s e n t  o f t h e  sp o u ses .

T h e  fo rm a l b o n d  is d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  b o n d  c o n s id e red  in  

i ts  c a u s e , i .e .,  f r o m  th e  c o n t r a c t ,  w h ic h  is  t h e  thin g  w h ic h  u n i te s  

in  th e  o rd e r  o f e f f ic ie n t c a u s a l i ty .

3 °  I t  is e v id e n t  t h a t  m a t r im o n y  a s  a  s ta t e  o r  p e r m an e n t  

th in g  c o n s is ts  e s s e n t ia l ly  in  th e  in d is so lu b le  t ie , i .e . ,  in  th e  

fo rm a l b o n d , w h ic h  u n i te s  th e  sp o u se s . F o r  i ts  e s s en t ia l  

c o n s t i t u e n t  is n o t  th e  c o n s e n t o f t h e  sp o u se s , n o r  th e  m u tu a l  

s u r r e n d e r  o f t h e i r  b o d ie s , f o r  th e s e  a r e  t r a n s i t o r y a c ts ,  w h e re a s  

m a r r ia g e  a s  a  s ta t e  is s o m e th in g  p e r m a n e n t .  M o re o v er ,  

n e i th e r  th e  r i g h t  to  c a r n a l  u n io n ,  n o r  th e  u se  o f ma t r im o n y  is 

i t s  f o r m a l c o n s t i t u e n t ,  f o r  e a c h  o f th e s e  is  a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f 

m a t r im o n y .  H e n c e  m a t r im o n y  a s  a  s ta t e  m u s t  c o n s is t  e sse n 

t ia l l y  in  th e  f o r m a l  b o n d , i .e .,  in  th e  in d is so lu b le  t i e ,  w h ic h  r e 

s u l ts  f r o m  th e  c o n t r a c t .

1047. E f f ic ien t  cause  o f m a tr im o ny . —  1 ° P re l im i

na r ies .—  M a tr im o n j r  a s  a  s ta t e  is th e  s ta b le  u n io n  o f m a n  a n d  

w o m a n  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f b e g e t t in g  a n d  e d u c a t in g  c hi ld re n . 

T h e  e f f ic ie n t c a u s e  o f th is  u n io n  is t h e  m u tu a l  c o ns e n t ,  i .e . ,  th e  

c o n t r a c t ,  o f t h e  sp o u se s , c a l le d  m a t r im o n y  in  i t s  ca u s e .

T h is  c o n s e n t  m u s t  b e  : a) true a n d  in te rna l, i .e .,  p ro p e r ly  

a n  a c t  o f t h e  w il l  ; b) deliberate, i .e ., g iv e n  w i th  su f f ic ie n t k n o w l

e d g e  a n d  d u e  l ib e r t y  ; c) m utu a l, b e c a u s e  m a t r im o n y  is  a n  

o n e ro u s  c o n t r a c t ,  a n d  h e n c e  re q u i re s  th e  m u tu a l  c o ns e n t  o f 

th e  c o n t r a c t i n g  p a r t ie s  ; d) concerned w ith  the p resent a n d  

b e tw e e n  p e rs o n s  c a p a b le  o f c o n t r a c t i n g  m a r r ia g e ,  b ec a u s e  

m a r r ia g e  is  n o t  a  p ro m is e , b u t  a n  a c t  b y  w h ic h  a  m an  a n d  a  

w o m a n  a c tu a l l y  g iv e  to  e a c h  o th e r  p o w e r  o v e r  t h e i r  b o d ie s  fo r
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t h e  p u rp o s e  o f e n g e n d e r in g  c h i ld re n  ; d) ex terna lly  m an ifested , 

e i th e r  b y  w o rd s , o r  b y  s ig n s  ; f o r  i t  is a  m u tu a l  ac c e p ta n c e .

2 °  I n  the ligh t o f  the fo llo w in g  observations, w e  s h a l l  n o w  

d e m o n s t r a te  th e  fo l lo w in g  p ro p o s i t io n  :

The m u tu a l consent o f  the spouses is  the efficient oause o f 

m a tr im on y .

T h e  d e te r m in a n t  o f t h e  u n io n  o f a  c e r ta in  m a n  w i th  a  

c e r ta in  w o m a n  is t h e  e f f ic ie n t c a u s e  o f m a t r im o n y .  B u t  th e  

m u tu a l  c o n s e n t o f t h e  sp o u se s  is  t h e  d e te r m in a n t  o f t h e  u n io n  

o f  a  c e r ta in  m a n  w i th  a  c e r ta in  w o m a n . T h e re fo re .

T h e  m ajor is e v id e n t .

M in o r .—  T h e  u n io n  o f  a  c e r ta in  m a n  w ith  a  c e r ta in  w o m a n , 

a n d  v ic e  v e rs a ,  is n o t  d e te r m in e d  b y  n a tu r e ,  b u t  d ep e n d s  o n  th e  

f re e  w ill o f  t h e  m a n  a n d  t h e  w o m a n  c o n c e rn e d .

1048. Ends o f m a t r im o ny .—  T h e  e n d s  o f  m a t r im o n y  

a re  th e  e n d s  fo r  w h ic h  m a t r im o n y  o f  i t s  n a tu r e  is de s t in e d ,  a n d  

to  w h ic h  i t  te n d s ,  i .e .,  t h e y  a r e  th e  ends o f  the work. T h u s  t h e y  

a re  d i s t i n c t  f ro m  th e  end o f  the agent, w h ic h  a  p e rs o n  w h o  c o n 

t r a c t s  m a r r ia g e  m a y  jo in  to  th e  e n d s  o f m a t r im o n y  its e l f .

M a t r im o n y  h a s  a  p r im a r y  e n d  a n d  a  s e c o n d a ry  e n d .

T h e  p r im a r y  e n d  is  th e  e n d  f o r  w h ic h  m a t r im o n y  is pr im a 

r i ly  a n d  p r in c ip a l l y  i n te n d e d ;  a n d  th is  e n d , a s  w e h a v e  a l r e a d y  

se e n , is t h e  procreation and  education  o f ch ild ren  (}), i .e . ,  t h e  p r o p 

a g a t io n  o f  t h e  h u m a n  sp ec ie s .

T h e  s e c o n d a ry  e n d  is  a n  e n d  w h ic h  is  e s s e n t ia l ly  s ub o r d i 

n a te  to  th e  p r im a r y  e n d , a n d  a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f i t .  Th is  e n d  is 

tw o fo ld :  a) t h e  m u tu a l  h e lp  o f  t h e  s p o u s e s ; b) t h e  a l la y in g  o f 

c o n c u p is c e n c e  (1 2).

T h e  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife  f in d  m u tu a l  h e lp  in  m a t r im o n y , fo r  

n a tu r e  h a s  g iv e n  sp e c ia l  e n d o w m e n ts  to  e a c h , in  o rde r  t h a t  e a c h  

m a y  fu l f i l l  h is  o r  h e r  sp e c ia l  t a s k  in  th e  l i fe  t h ey  le a d  in  c o m 

m o n .

(1) C ode o f  C a non  L a w , C an . 1 013 .
(2 ) I b id .
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T h e  a l l a y in g  o f c o n c u p is c e n c e  a n d  t h e  e n jo y m e n t  o f p le a s 

u r e  a r e  a n n e x e d  to  th e  u se  o f  m a r r ia g e , in  o r d e r  t o e n s u r e  th e  

a t t a i n m e n t  o f t h e  p r im a r y  e n d  o f m a t r im o n y  a n d  to  ke e p  c o n 

c u p isc e n c e  w ith in  th e  l im i ts  o f re a so n .

T h e  m u tu a l  in w a rd  m o u ld in g  o f h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife , th e 

d e te r m in e d  e f fo r t  to  p e r f e c t  e a c h  o th e r ,  c a n  in  a  ve r y  re a l  sen se , 

a s  t h e  R o m a n  C a te c h is m  te a c h e s ,  b e  sa id  to  b e  t h e  ch ie f  re a so n  

a n d  p u rp o s e  o f m a t r im o n y ,  p ro v id e d  t h a t  m a t r im o n y  be  r e 

g a r d e d  n o t  in  t h e  r e s t r i c te d  sen se  a s  i n s t i t u te d  f or  t h e  p r o p e r  

p r o c r e a t io n  a n d  e d u c a t io n  o f  c h i ld re n ,  b u t  m o re  w ide ly  a s  th e  

b le n d in g  o f  l i fe  a s  a  w h o le  a n d  th e  m u tu a l  i n te r c h an g e  a n d  

s h a r in g  th e re o f  (1) . B y  th is  m u tu a l  fo r m in g  a n d  p e rfe c t in g  o f 

th e m s e lv e s  in  t h e  in te r io r  l i fe , h u s b a n d s  a n d  w iv e s s h o u ld  s t r i v e  

to  a d v a n c e  d a i ly  m o re  a n d  m o re  in  v i r t u e ,  a n d ,  e sp ec ia l ly  if  

t h e y  a r e  C h r is t ia n s ,  t o  g ro w  in  t h a t  c h a r i t y  b y  w h ic h  G o d  is 

lo v e d  f o r  H is  o w n  sa k e ,  a n d  t h e i r  n e ig h b o r  f o r  lo v e o f G o d .

1049.—  C on juga l so c ie ty  is  th e  m o s t  n a tu r al  o f  a ll  
so c ie t ie s .—  C o n ju g a l  s o c ie ty  is  a  n a t u r a l  s o c ie ty  n o t  m e re ly  

in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is  e f fe c te d  u n d e r  th e  im p u ls e  o f na t u r a l  in c l in a 

t io n ,  b u t  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  re c e iv e s  i t s  c o m p le t io n  f r o m  re a so n . 

U n d e r  th is  a s p e c t ,  c o n ju g a l  s o c ie ty , a n d  t h e  e n t i r e f a m i ly ,  is 

m o re  n a t u r a l  t h a n  a n y  o th e r  s o c ie ty .

a )  F i r s t ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  o rd e r  o f  n a tu r e ,  i t  is mo re  n e c e s 

s a r y  t h a n  a n y  o th e r  s o c ie ty , f o r  i ts  e n d  is  t h e  p r oc r e a t io n  a n d  

e d u c a t io n  o f c h i ld re n ,  i .e . ,  t h e  p r o p a g a t io n  o f  t h e h u m a n  s p e 

c ies  (2).

b) S e c o n d ly , i t  b e f i ts  m a n  in  b o th  h is  sp e c if ic  a n d  ge n e r ic  

n a tu r e ,  f o r  t h e  p r o c r e a t io n  o f  o f fsp r in g , w h ic h  is  t h e  p r im a r y  

e n d  o f  m a t r im o n y ,  is  c o m m o n  to  b o th  m a n  a n d  a n im a ls (3).

c) T h i r d l y ,  i t  is p r io r  to  c iv i l  s o c ie ty , b e c a u s e  it  is  i t s  p a r t :  

t h e  p a r t  is p r io r  to  th e  w h o le  (4). U n d e r  th is  a s p ec t ,  th e  f a m 

i ly  is  th e  f o u n d a t io n  o f c iv i l  so c ie ty , a n d  g e n e r a ll y  o f e v e r y  

so c ia l  ed if ice .

(1 )  C a s ti  C o n n u b ii.
(2) I n  E th ic .,  1. V I I I ,  I. 1 2 , n . 1 7 2 0 .
(3 ) I b id .
(4 ) I b id .
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d ) F o u r th l y ,  t h e  e n d s  o f t h e  f a m i ly , i t s  c o n s t i t u t i on ,  i t s  

a u th o r i t y ,  a n d  t h e  r e la t i o n  b e tw e e n  i t s  m e m b e rs  a re m o re  d e 

te r m in a te ,  b e c a u se  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  b o n d  w h ic h  b in d s  f a th e r ,  

m o th e r ,  a n d  c h i ld re n , t h a n  th o s e  o f  a n y  o th e r  s o c iet y (l).

e) F in a l ly ,  th e  n a t u r a l  b o n d s  o f  lo v e , re v e re n c e , a n d b e n e v 

o le n c e  a r e  m o re  h e lp fu l  t o  th e  f a m i ly  in  th e  p u r s u it  o f  i t s  e n d s  

t h a n  th e y  a r e  to  a n y  o th e r  s o c ie ty .

1050.—  M a tr im ony , co n s id e re d  m ere ly  a s a n a tu r a l 
in s t i t u t io n ,  is sa c red  in  c h a r a c te r .—  T h e  s a c re d n e s s  o f 

m a r r ia g e  is e v id e n t  f r o m  i t s  p r im a r y  e n d .  I n  t h e  f ul f i lm e n t 

o f t h e  d u t ie s  o f t h e i r  s t a t e ,  p a r e n ts  a r e  in  a  v e r y s p e c ia l  w a y  m in 

is te rs  o f G o d . I n  b e g e t t in g  c h i ld re n ,  t h e y  d isp o se  f i r s t  m a t t e r  

fo r  th e  re c e p t io n  o f  a  s p i r i tu a l  so u l  im m e d ia te ly  cr e a te d  b y  G o d  

a n d  im m e d ia te ly  d e s t in e d  f o r  H im . I n  e d u c a t in g  c h i ld re n , 

p a r e n ts  c o m p le te  t h e  w o rk  b e g u n  in  g e n e r a t io n :  t h e y a s s is t  

t h e i r  c h i ld re n  in  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e i r  n a tu r a l  en d s . T h u s  

th r o u g h  m a t r im o n y  l i fe  is t r a n s m i t t e d  to  n e w  w o r s h ip p e rs  

o f G o d , to  n e w  c r e a tu r e s  d e s t in e d  f o r  H e a v e n . T h e refo re  

m a t r im o n y ,  c o n s id e re d  in  t h e  p u r e ly  n a t u r a l  o rd e r ,  is a n  in 

s t i t u t i o n  p r im a r i l y  a n d  d i r e c t l y  d e s t in e d  f o r  t h e  se rv ic e  o f 

G o d , a n d  e x te n d s  t o  t h e  f u n d a m e n ta l  r e la t io n s  o f m en  to  G o d  

(*)•

H e n c e  G o d  n o t  o n ly  e s ta b l is h e d  th e  s a c re d  in s t i t u t io n  o f 

m a r r ia g e , b u t  f r o m  th e  b e g in n in g  s a n c t io n e d  i t  w i th a  p o s i t iv e  

la w  a n d  a  sp e c ia l  b le ss in g ,  f o r  i t  is  r e la te d  in  the  B ook o f G enesis 

1 ,2 7 -2 8 : (( M a le  a n d  fe m a le  H e  c r e a te d  th e m . A n d  G od  b le sse d  

th e m , s a y in g :  I n c r e a s e  a n d  m u l t ip l y ,  a n d  fil l t h e  ea r th .  )>

T h is  is th e  e x p la n a t io n  o f t h e  re m a r k a b le  f a c t  t h a t a ll  th e  

ra c e s  o f m a n k in d ,  e v e n  f r o m  t h e  e a r l ie s t  t im e s ,  h a ve  t r e a t e d  

m a t r im o n y  a s  a n  a c t  o f re l ig io n , a n d  s u r r o u n d e d  i t  w i th  s a c re d  

r i t e s  a n d  c e r e m o n ie s . M e n , m o v e d , i t  w o u ld  se e m , e ith e r  b y  

a  k n o w le d g e  o f th e  n a t u r e  o f m a t r im o n y ,  o r  b y  th e  me m o ry  o f

(1 ) D . L a l l e m e n t ,  P r in c ip e s  C a th o l iq u e s  d ’A c t i o n  C iv iq u e , p .  4 3  

2 e  é d it .
(2 ) (( A nd  T o b ia s sa id :  . . . A n d  n o w , L o rd , T h o u  kn o w e s t  th a t  n o t 

fo r  f le sh ly  lu s t  d o  I  t a k e  m y  s is te r  t o  w ife , b u t  on ly  fo r  th e  lo v e  o f  p o s te r i t y 
in  w h ich  T h y  n a m e m a y  b e  b lesse d  fo r  e v e r  a n d  e v e r  » —  T o b . , V I I I ,  9 .—  
C f. B e l l a r m i n u s ,  D e  M a t r im . , C . 4 .
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i t s  o r ig in , h a v e  a lw a y s  r e g a r d e d  m a r r ia g e  a s  a  s a c re d  i n s t i t u 

t io n  (x).

C h r is t ia n  m a t r im o n y  is p o sse sse d  o f  a  sp e c ia l  d ig n ity ,  f o r  i t  

is  d e s t in e d  n o t  m e re ly  f o r  t h e  p ro p a g a t io n  a n d  p r e se r v a t io n  o f 

th e  h u m a n  ra c e  a n d  fo r  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f a n y  k in d  o f w o rs h ip p e rs  

o f th e  t r u e  G o d , b u t  r a t h e r  f o r  th e  b e g e t t in g  o f c hi ld re n  w h o  a re  

to  b e c o m e  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  o f C h r is t ,  fo r  t h e  ra is in g  u p  

o f fe l lo w -c i t iz e n s  o f th e  S a in ts  a n d  m e m b e rs  o f G o d’s h o u s e 

h o ld , t h a t  t h e  p e o p le  o f G o d  a n d  th e  w o rs h ip p e rs  o f o u r  S a v io u r  

m a y  d a i ly  in c re a s e  (2). T h e re fo re  o u r  D iv in e  L o r d ,  th e  r e 

s to r e r  o f h u m a n  n a tu r e ,  n o t  o n ly  r e s to r e d  m a t r im o n y t o  i t s  o r ig 

in a l  s a n c t i t y ,  b u t  s a n c t i f i e d  a n d  p r o te c te d  i t  in  a sp e c ia l  w a y  

b y  e le v a t in g  th e  m a t r im o n ia l  c o n t r a c t  a m o n g  C h r is t ia n s  to  

th e  d ig n i ty  o f  a  S a c r a m e n t  o f t h e  N e w  L a w .

1051. S cho l ia .—  1° A n y  v o lu n ta r y  e m is s io n  o f se m e n  

n o t  d e s t in e d  fo r  th e  la w fu l  b e g e t t in g  o f c h i ld re n  is  a  g ra v e  

s in , f o r  i t  is  c o n t r a r y  n o t  o n ly  to  t h e  g o o d  o f t h e in d iv id u a l ,  

b u t  to  th e  g o o d  o f n a tu r e .  F o r  th e  u n io n  o f m a n  a n d w o m a n  

fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f e n g e n d e r in g  a n d  e d u c a t in g  c h i ld re n  is  in  

a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  d e s ig n s  o f n a tu r e ;  a n d  th e  h u m an  se m e n  

is  d e s t in e d  fo r  th is  u n io n  a n d  f o r  t h e  b e g e t t in g  o f c h i ld re n . 

H e n c e  S t.  T h o m a s  te a c h e s  t h a t  th e  s in  o f im p e d in g  th e  e n 

g e n d e r in g  o f h u m a n  n a tu r e  is a  c lo se  se c o n d  in  g r a vi t y  to  th e  

s in  o f d e s t r o y in g  a c tu a l l y  e x is te n t  h u m a n  n a t u r e  (3).

T h e  v o lu n ta r y  e f fu s io n  o f se m e n  is  n o t  d e s t in e d  f o r i t s  

la w fu l  e n d , 1) w h e n  i t  t a k e s  p la c e  w i th o u t  u n io n  w ith  th e  

o p p o s i te  sex  ; 2) w h e n  i t  t a k e s  p la c e  in  s u c h  a  u n io n , b u t  u n 

la w fu l  m e a n s  a re  u s e d  to  p r e v e n t  t h e  b e g e t t in g  o f ch i ld re n .

A g a in , e v e r y  c a r n a l  u n io n  w i th  t h e  o p p o s i te  sex  o u ts id e  

o f w e d lo c k  is a  m o r ta l  s in , a n d  is  f o r b id d e n  n o t  o nly  b y  th e  

d iv in e  p o s i t iv e  la w  b u t  a lso  b y  th e  n a t u r a l  la w , f or  i t  is  o p 

p o s e d  to  t h e  d u e  e d u c a t io n  o f c h i ld re n ,  w h ic h , in  th e  c a se  o f t h e  

h u m a n  sp e c ie s, re q u i re s  t h e  c o h a b i ta t io n  o f t h e  m a le  a n d  f e -  

m a le  f o r  a  lo n g  p e r io d  o f t im e  a f te r  c o i t io n .

(1 ) Lh jo X I I I ,  A rca n u m  D iv in a e .
(2 ) P iu s  X I ,  C a s ti C o n n u b ii.
(3) C o ntra  G entes, 1. I l l ,  c . 12 2 .
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M o re o v e r ,  a l l  se x u a l  p le a s u re  d i r e c t l y  w il le d  o r  s ou g h t  

o u ts id e  t h e  e n d s  o f m a t r im o n y  is  o f i ts  v e ry  n a tu r e a  m o r ta l  

s in , f o r  i t  is d i r e c t ly  c o n t r a r y  to  t h e  o rd in a n c e  of n a t u r e  : a l l  

se x u a l  p le a s u re  is d e s t in e d ,  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  in te nt io n  a n d  

o r d in a n c e  o f h u m a n  n a t u r e  a n d  o f i t s  D iv in e  A u th o r , f o r  th e  

e n g e n d e r in g  o f c h i ld re n  in  la w fu l  m a r r ia g e .

2 °  T h e re fo re  a ll  p e rs o n s  c a p a b le  o f  th e  c o n ju g a l  a ct  h a v e  

a  n a t u r a l  a n d  th e r e f o r e  in v io la b le  r i g h t  t o  c o n t r a ct  m a r r ia g e  : 

fo r  t h i s  r i g h t  d e r iv e s  f r o m  h u m a n  n a tu r e .  H e n c e  p e rs o n s  w h o  

a r e  n a tu r a l l y  f i t  f o r  m a t r im o n y ,  b u t  w h o , i t  is  p rob a b le ,  a re  

c a p a b le  o f b e g e t t in g  o n ly  d e fe c t i v e  c h i ld re n ,  a re  gu i l t y  o f n o  

c r im e  in  c o n t r a c t i n g  m a r r ia g e . O f te n ,  h o w e v e r , s u c h p e rs o n s  

s h o u ld  b e  d is s u a d e d  f r o m  e n te r in g  t h e  s ta t e  o f m a t rim o n y .

3 °  S in c e  th e  c h ie f  r e a s o n  a n d  p u rp o s e  o f w e d lo c k , co n *  

s id e r e d  a s  a  s o c ie ty  in  w h ic h  th e r e  is  t h e  b le n d in g o f l i fe  a s  a  

w h o le  a n d  t h e  m u tu a l  i n te r c h a n g e  a n d  s h a r in g  th e re of ,  is  th e  

m u tu a l  in te r io r  m o u ld in g  o f h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife , a n d  sin c e  i t s  

p r im a r y  e n d  is  th e  p r o c r e a t io n  a n d  t h e  p h y s ic a l ,  inte l le c tu a l ,  

a n d  m o ra l  e d u c a t io n  o f c h i ld re n , « e v e r y w h e re  a n d  wi th  th e  

g r e a te s t  s t r i c tn e s s  t h e  C h u rc h  f o rb id s  m a r r ia g e  b e tw e e n  

b a p t iz e d  p e rs o n s , o n e  o f w h o m  is a  C a th o l ic  a n d  th e o th e r  a  

m e m b e r  o f  a  s c h is m a t ic a l  o r  h e r e t i c a l  s e c t ; a n d  if th e r e  is , in  

a d d i t io n  to  th is ,  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  t h e  f a l l in g  a w a y  o f t h e  C a th o l i c  

p a r t y  a n d  th e  p e rv e rs io n  o f  t h e  c h i ld re n ,  s u c h  a  m ar r ia g e  is 

fo r b id d e n  a lso  b y  th e  d iv in e  la w (x) ».

1052. E ugen ics.—  E ugen ics is  t h e  te a c h in g  o f  th o s e  w h o  

a r e  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  b i r t h  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f c h ild re n  

u n d e r  t h e  b e s t  p o s s ib le  c o n d i t io n s . E u g e n ic s  is la wfu l  a n d  

m o s t  p r a is e w o r th y  if  i t s  p u rp o s e  is  t o  o b ta in ,  w i tho u t  v io la t io n  

o f t h e  m o ra l  o rd e r ,  t h e  s t r e n g th  a n d  h e a l t h  o f t h e  f u tu r e  c h i ld ,  

v .g ., t h r o u g h  th e  a g e n c y  o f  p r i v a te  o r  so c ia l  m e a n s d e s t in e d  to  

s a fe g u a rd  t h e  h e a l th  o f  th e  m o th e r  a n d  o f p e o p le  in g e n e ra l .

M o re o v e r ,  th e  C h u rc h , in  p r o te c t in g  t h e  u n i t y  a n d  in 

d is s o lu b i l i t y  o f m a t r im o n y ,  a n d  in  i n s t i t u t i n g  d is cip l in a ry  la w s  1

(1 ) C ode o f  C a no n  L a w , c . 1 0 6 0 .
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t o  g o v e rn  i t ,  v .g ., t h e  la w  w h ic h  f o r b id s  m a r r ia g e  b e tw e e n  

b lo o d  r e la t iv e s ,  e tc . ,  d o e s  so  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f se c u r in g  th e  

b e s t  p o ss ib le  c o n d i t io n s  f o r  th e  b i r t h  a n d  f o r  t h e  p h y s ic a l ,  

m o ra l ,  a n d  in te l le c tu a l  e d u c a t io n  o f th e  c h i ld  ; in o th e r  w o rd s , 

i t  d o e s  so  fo r  a  e u g e n ic  e n d .

B u t  e u g e n ic s  w h ic h  p u ts  th e  eugenic e n d  b e fo re  a ll  o th e r  

e n d s ,  e v e n  b e fo re  th o s e  o f  a  h ig h e r  o rd e r ,  is in d e fe n s ib le  a n d  

s t r i c t l y  c o n d e m n e d  ; a n d  f r o m  i t  f low  m a n y  p e rn ic iou s  e r ro rs .

a) I t s  a d h e r e n ts  a d v o c a te  t h a t  th e  S ta te  f o r b id  m a r r ia g e  

b e tw e e n  p e rs o n s  w h o , th o u g h  n a tu r a l l y  f i t  f o r  m a r r ia g e ,  a re  

p r o b a b ly  in c a p a b le  o f e n g e n d e r in g  a n y  b u t  d e fe c t iv e c h i ld re n ,  

a n d  t h a t  i t  le g is la te  t h a t  b y  a  su rg ic a l  o p e r a t io n  s u c h  p e rso n s  

b e  d e p r iv e d , e v e n  a g a in s t  t h e i r  w il l, o f t h e  g e n e r at iv e  p o w e r  

w i th  w h ic h  n a tu r e  h a s  e n d o w e d  th e m .

T h e  r e f u ta t i o n  o f t h is  e r ro n e o u s  a n d  p e rn ic io u s  te ac h in g  

w il l b e  f o u n d  in  th e  p r in c ip le s  w h ic h  fo l lo w .

F irst, m e n  a r e  b e g o t te n  n o t  f o r  th e  e a r th  a n d  f o r  t im e , 

b u t  f o r  H e a v e n  a n d  fo r  e te r n i t y .  H e n c e  so le ly  th e  he a l th  

a n d  p h y s ic a l  s t r e n g th  o f t h e  c h i ld  d o  n o t  c o n s t i t u te  t h e  p r im a r y  

e n d  o f m a t r im o n y .

Second ly, a n y  p e rs o n  w h o  is n a tu r a l l y  f i t  f o r  m a r r ia g e  

h a s  a  n a tu r a l  a n d  in v io la b le  r ig h t ,  a  r i g h t  a n te r ior  to  a n y  r ig h ts  

o f c iv i l  so c ie ty ,  to  b e g e t c h i ld re n . H e n c e  th e  S ta te  m a y  n o t  

d e n y  to  a n y  p e rs o n  th e  e x e rc ise  o f th is  r ig h t .

T h ird ly , t h e  S ta te  h a s  n o  d i r e c t  p o w e r  o v e r  th e  b o d ie s  o f 

i ts  c i t i z e n s  ; th e re fo re ,  w h e n  n o  c r im e  h a s  b e e n  c om m i t te d  

a n d  th e r e  is n o  re a s o n  f o r  in f l ic t in g  p u n is h m e n t  inv o lv in g  th e  

s h e d d in g  o f b lo o d , i t  m a y  n o t ,  f o r  e u g e n ic  o r  a n y  oth e r  re a so n s , 

d i r e c t ly  h a r m  o r  t a m p e r  w i th  t h e  i n te g r i t y  o f t h e  bo d y .

F ourth ly , p r i v a te  p e rs o n s  h a v e  n o  p o w e r  o v e r  t h e i r  b o d ie s  

o th e r  t h a n  t h a t  w h ic h  p e r ta in s  to  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  e n ds  ; a n d  t h e y  

a r e  n o t  f re e  to  d e s t r o y  o r  m u t i l a te  t h e i r  m e m b e rs ,  o r  in  a n y  

o th e r  w a y  to  r e n d e r  th e m s e lv e s  u n f i t  f o r  t h e i r  n a t ur a l  f u n c 

t io n s ,  e x c e p t w h e n  n o  o th e r  p ro v is io n  c a n  b e  m a d e  fo r  th e  

g o o d  o f t h e  w h o le  b o d y .

b) T h e re  a r e  o th e r  a d v o c a te s  o f e u g e n ic s  w h o  te a c h  t ha t  

m a r r ie d  p e rs o n s  s h o u ld  l im i t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f t h e i r  c hi ld re n ,
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e v e n  b y  t h e  u n la w fu l  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a r i ta l  a c t,  i .e . ,  b y  

d i r e c t l y  p re v e n t in g  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f i t s  n a tu r a l  en d , w h ic h  

is  t h e  b e g e t t in g  o f  c h i ld re n .  P e rs o n s  w h o  d o  th is  are ,  a s  w e 

h a v e  se e n , g u i l ty  o f a  v io la t io n  o f t h e  o r d e r  o f n atu r e ,  a n d  

c o m m i t  a  c r im e  w h ic h  is  s h a m e fu l  a n d  in t r in s ic a l l y  v ic io u s .

c) F in a l l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  w h o  h o ld  t h a t  t h e  l i fe  of  t h e  

c h i ld  s t i l l  in  i t s  m o th e r ’s w o m b  m a y  b e  ta k e n  if  this  b e  n e c e s 

s a r y  f o r  t h e  s a v in g  o f  t h e  l i fe  o f  t h e  m o th e r .  B u t  s u c h  ta k in g  

o f  l i fe  is p a te n t l y  th e  d i r e c t  m u r d e r  o f t h e  in n o c en t ,  a n d ,  i n 

d e e d , th e  h e in o u s  c r im e  o f  h o m ic id e .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. G iv e  a  d esc r ip t iv e  d e f in it io n  o f  m a t r im o n y , e x p la in  h o w  i t  is  n a tu ra l 
to  m a n  a n d  o f  n a tu ra l  in s t i tu t io n ,  a n d  w h a t  c o n s t i tu te s  i t s  e sse n c e  a s a  s ta te '

2 . E x p la in  w h y  t h e  m u tu a l c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  sp o u se s is th e  e ff ic ie n t ca u se 
o f  m a t r im o n y .

3 . S ta te  th e  p r im a ry  a n d  se c o n d a r y  en d s o f  m a tr im o ny , a n d  a lso  th e 
ch ie f rea so n  a n d  p u rp o se  o f  i t  a s a  s o c ie t y  in  w h ich  t h e  w h o le  o f  l i fe  is  in t i 
m a te ly  sh a r e d .

4 . W h a t is m e a n t  b y  eu g en ic s ? U n d e r  w h a t  a sp e c t  is t h is  te a c h in g 

u n la w fu l ?
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P R E C E P T  O F  M A T R I M O N Y

1053. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° I n  th e  t im e  o f 

S t. T h o m a s , th e r e  w e re  so m e  w h o  h e ld  t h a t  t h e  m a r r ie d  s t a t e  

w as o b l ig a to r y  o n  a l l  p e rs o n s  c a p a b le  o f  e n te r in g  it .  S t . T h o m 

a s  re f u te s  th is  te a c h in g  in  h is  w r i t in g s  a g a in s t  tho s e  w h o  

a ss a i l  p e r p e tu a l  c o n t in e n c e .

L u th e r  h o ld s  t h a t  m a t r im o n y  is  o b l ig a to r y  o n  a l l  b ec a u s e  

o f p h y s ic a l  n e c e s s i ty . C a lv in  a n d  M e la n c h to n  t e a c h  t h a t  

c e l ib a c y  is  c o n t r a r y  to  th e  o r d in a n c e  o f G o d . T o d a y,  c e r ta in  

n o n -C a th o l ic  w r i te r s ,  a s  P la te n ,  N y s t r o in ,  V o iv e n e l, e tc . ,  v o ic e  

d is a p p r o v a l  o f p e r p e tu a l  c o n t in e n c e .

2 °  O th e rs , a s  S t. B o n a v e n tu r e  (1) , a n d ,  in  m o re  r e ce n t  

t im e s , P a lm ie r i ,  G a s p a r r i  (2) , W e rn z ,  N o ld in , a n d  Ca p e l lo , 

h o ld  t h a t  m a t r im o n y  is p r e c e p t iv e  fo r  m a n k in d  a s  a  w h o le  a n d  

fo r  in d iv id u a ls  o n ly  a c c id e n ta l ly ,  i .e . ,  in  c i r c u m sta n c e s  in  w h ic h  

i t  w o u ld  b e  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  t h e  hu m a n  sp e c ie s , 

a s  w a s th e  c ase  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  w o r ld .

3 °  I t  is  t h e  c o m m o n  te a c h in g  o f S c h o la s t ic s  t h a t  m at r i 

m o n y  is o f n a t u r a l  p re c e p t ,  a n d  is d i r e c t l y  o b l ig a to r y  o n  m a n 

k in d ,  b u t  o n ly  a c c id e n ta l ly  o f o b l ig a t io n  fo r  i n d ivid u a l  m e n . 

T h e  in d iv id u a l  m a n  c o u ld  b e  a c c id e n ta l ly  b o u n d  to  fu lf i l  th is  

p r e c e p t  o n ly  in  e x t r a o r d in a r y  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ;  v .g . ,  if  h e  c o u ld  

n o t  l iv e  a  l i fe  o f c o n t in e n c e , o r  w a s  u n w i l l i n g  t o  u s e  t h e  m e a n s  

o f d o in g  so ; to  r e p a i r  a n  in ju r y ,  to  le g i t im iz e  a  ch i ld , t o  fu l f i l  a  

p ro m ise ,  to  p re s e rv e  p e a c e  b e tw e e n  n a t io n s ,  to  p r e ve n t  c iv il  

w a r , to  p re s e rv e  th e  C a th o l i c  f a i t h  in  a  p a r t i c u l a r c o u n t r y ,  in  

th e  c ase  in  w h ic h  th e  la c k  o r  d e c l in e  o f p o p u la t io n w o u ld  r e 

q u ir e  i t ,  e tc .

(1) I n  4 5,  d . 2 6 , a . 1, q . 3 .
(2 ) D e M it r im o n io , n . 14 .
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1054. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T HE S IS .—  M a t r i m o n y  i s  o f  n a t u r a l  p r e c e p t ,

A N D  I S  D I R E C T L Y  O B L I G A T O R Y  N O T  O N  

I N D I V I D U A L  M E N ,  B U T  O N  T H E  H U M A N  

S P E C I E S  A S  A  W H O L E .

F irs t  p a r t . —  M a tr im o n y  is  o f  na tu ra l p recept.—  A  m e a n s  

w h ic h  is a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s sa ry  f o r  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f a n  e n d  in 

s t i t u t e d  b y  n a tu r e  is o f n a t u r a l  p r e c e p t .  B u t  m a t r im o n y  is  a  

m e a n s  w h ic h  is a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n me n t  o f  a n  

e n d  o f n a tu r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  i .e . ,  fo r  t h e  p r e s e r v a tio n  o f t h e  h u 

m a n  sp e c ie s  in  a  d u e  a n d  b e c o m in g  m a n n e r .  T h e re fo re m a t r i 

m o n y  is  o f n a t u r a l  p r e c e p t  C1).

T h e  ca se  o f  m a n  is  v e ry  d if f eren t fro m  t h a t  o f  an im a ls:  t h e  la t t e r  are 
n o t  b o und  b y  p rec ep t, o f  w h ich  t h e y  a re in c a p a b le , b u t  a re su ff ic ie n t ly m o v ed 
b y  n a tu ra l  in c l in a t io n  fo r  th e  p re ser v a t io n  o f  th e ir  sp ec ie s, w h erea s m a n , 
th o u g h  m o v e d  b y  n a tu ra l in c lin a t io n , re m a in s free  to  fo llo w  i t  o r  to  d isreg a rd  i t

S eco n d  p a r t .—  The precept o f  m a tr im o n y  is  d irectly  obli

gatory not on in d iv id u a l m en , but on the h u m a n  species as a whole. 

—  A  p r e c e p t  w h ic h  is o f n e c e s s i ty  r e q u i re d  fo r  t h e  p e r fe c t io n  o f 

t h e  h u m a n  sp ec ie s  a s  a  w h o le , b u t  n o t  f o r  t h e  p e r f ec t io n  o f th e  

in d iv id u a l  m a n ,  is  d i r e c t l y  o b l ig a to r y  n o t  o n  in d ivid u a l  m e n , 

b u t  o n  th e  h u m a n  sp ec ie s  a s  a  w h o le . B u t  th e  p re c e pt  o f m a t 

r im o n y  is o f n e c e s s i ty  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  p e r f e c t io n  o f t i e  h u m a n  

sp e c ie s  a s  a  w h o le , b u t  n o t  f o r  t h e  p e r fe c t io n  o f th e  in d iv id u a l  

m a n . T h e re fo re  th e  p r e c e p t  o f m a t r im o n y  is  d i r e c t ly o b l ig a 

to r y  n o t  o n  in d iv id u a l  m e n , b u t  o n  th e  h u m a n  sp e c ies  a s  a  

w h o le  (1 2).

M a jo r .—  I f  a  p r e c e p t  im p o se d  fo r  t h e  p e r fe c t io n  o f m a n 

k in d  w e re  d i r e c t ly  o b l ig a to r y  o n  in d iv id u a l  m e n , e ve r y  m a n  

w o u ld  b e  in  d u t y  b o u n d  to  b e  a  f a r m e r  a n d  a  t r a d e s ma n ,  a n d  

to  p e r fo rm  a l l  s u c h  ta s k s  a s  a r e  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  h u m a n  c o m 

m u n i t y ;  m o re o v e r , in d iv id u a l  m e n  w o u ld  b e  u n d e r  o b lig a t io n  

t o  fu l f i l  i n c o m p a t ib le  d u t ie s ,  v .g .,  to  le a d  a  c o n te m p la t i v e  life

(1) Bi l l u a r t , D e M a tr im o n io , d is s .  1 , a .  2 , le c .  2 .
(2) S u p p l. , q .  4 1 , a . 2 .—  C o n tra  G entes, 1. I l l ,  c. 13 6 .
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a n d  a lso  a  m a r r ie d  l i fe , b o th  o f  w h ic h  a re  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  t h e  p e r 

fe c t io n  o f  m a n k in d .  T h e re fo re .

T h e  m ino r is  e v id e n t :  f o r  m a t r im o n y  is n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  

p r o p a g a t io n  o f t h e  h u m a n  sp ec ie s .



A R T I C L E  I I I

U N I T Y  O F  M A T R I M O N Y

1055. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° T h e  u n i t y  o f 

m a t r im o n y  c o n s is ts  in  th e  c o n ju g a l  u n io n  o f  o n e  m a n w i th  

o n e  w o m a n . I t  is  c a l le d  m o n o g a m y , w h ic h  is  t h e  o p p os i te  o f 

p o ly g a m y .

2 °  P o ly g a m y  h a s  a  proper a n d  a n  im p ro per s ig n i f ic a t io n .

P o ly g a m y ,  in  i t s  im p r o p e r  m e a n in g ,  is  successive, a n d  

e x is ts  w h e n  o n e  m a n  s u c c e ss iv e ly  m a r r ie s  tw o  o r  m o re  w iv e s , 

o r  v ic e  v e rs a .

P o ly g a m y , in  i t s  p r o p e r  m e a n in g ,  is  sim u lta neou s p o ly 

g a m y , a n d  e x is ts  w h e n  o n e  m a n  h a s  s e v e ra l  w iv e s  a t  th e  sa m e  

t im e , o r  v ic e  v e rs a .

I t  is w i th  th e  l a t t e r  k in d  o f p o ly g a m y  t h a t  w e  a r e  a t  p r e s 

e n t  c o n c e rn e d .

3 °  P o ly g a m y ,  in  t h e  p r o p e r  se n se , is  o f tw o  k in d s :  p o ly a n 

d ry a n d  po lygyny .

P o ly a n d r y  is  t h e  m a r i t a l  u n io n  o f o n e  w ife  w i th  s e ve ra l  

h u s b a n d s  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e .

P o ly g y n y  is  t h e  m a r i t a l  u n io n  o f o n e  h u s b a n d  w i th  se v e ra l  

w iv e s  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e .

4 °  I n  t h e  th e s is , w e  s t a t e  t h a t  p o ly a n d r y  is c o n t r ar y  to  

t h e  p r im a r y  p r e c e p ts  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w , a n d  p o ly g yn y  t o  i t s  

s e c o n d a ry  p re c e p ts .

A  t h in g  is  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  p r im a r y  p re c e p ts  o f t h e  n a tu r a l  

la w  w h e n  i t  r e n d e r s  im p o s s ib le  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f t he  p r in c ip a l  

e n d  in te n d e d  b y  n a t u r e  in  a  d e te r m in a te  m a t t e r ;  a n d t o  th e  

s e c o n d a ry  p r e c e p ts  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  w h e n  i t  s ta n ds  in  th e
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w a y  o f t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f a  s e c o n d a ry  e n d  in te n d e d  by  n a tu r e  

in  a  d e te r m in a te  m a t te r ,  o r  is  c o n t r a r y  to  t h e  p r inc ip a l  e n d  in  

a s  m u c h  a s  i t  r e n d e r s  i t s  a t t a i n m e n t  d i f f ic u l t  a n d  im p e r fe c t  C1)

1056. O p in ions. —  1° L u t h e r  t a u g h t  t h a t  p o ly g y n y  

w a s  la w fu l , e v e n  u n d e r  th e  N e w  L a w , a n d ,  in d e e d , h e p e r m i t t e d  

L o n d g r a v e  P h i l ip  o f H e ss e  to  h a v e  a  se c o n d  w ife .

T h e  A n a b a p t i s t s  a n d  M o rm o n s  e sp o u se  t h e  c a u s e  o f p o

ly g y n y .

2 °  P o ly g y n y  w a s  p r a c t i s e d  a m o n g  m a n y  p e o p le s  b e fo re 

t h e  t im e  o f C h r is t ,  a n d ,  in d e e d , w a s  p e r m i t te d  b y  a sp e c ia l  d is 

p e n s a t io n  o f  G o d  a m o n g  th e  J e w s . T o d a y ,  i t  e x is ts  am o n g  

c e r ta in  in f id e ls  ; v .g ., a m o n g  w e a l th y  M o h a m m e d a n s , w h o  

a r e  c a p a b le  o f s u p p o r t in g  m o re  t h a n  o n e  w ife .

P o ly a n d r y  w a s n e v e r  a  c o m m o n  p r a c t ic e ,  b u t ,  in  e x c ep 

t io n a l  c a se s , w a s p r a c t i s e d  a m o n g  c e r ta in  p e o p le s ,  e sp e c ia l l y  

w h e re  w o m e n  w e re  less  n u m e ro u s  t h a n  m e n .

1057.. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T HE S IS .—  P o l y a n d r y  i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  p r i 

m a r y , A N D  PO L Y G Y N Y  TO  T H E  S E C O N D 

A R Y  P R E C E P T S ,  O F  T H E  N A T U R A L  L A W .

F irs t  p a r t. —  P o ly an d ry  is  contrary to the p r im a ry  precepts 

o f the na tu ra l law.—  A n  i n s t i t u t i o n  w h ic h  d i r e c t l y  h in d e r s  t h e  

a t t a i n m e n t  o f t h e  p r im a r y  e n d  o f  m a t r im o n y  is  c o n t ra r y  to  t h e  

p r im a r y  p r e c e p ts  o f th e  n a tu r a l  la w . B u t  p o ly a n d r y  d i r e c t l y  

h in d e rs  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f t h e  p r im a r y  e n d  o f  m a t r imo n y .  

T h e re fo re  p o ly a n d r y  is  c o n t r a r y  to  th e  p r im a r y  p r e ce p ts  o f 

t h e  n a t u r a l  la w .

M a jo r .—  A  p r im a r y  p r e c e p t  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  is  c o n 

c e rn e d  w i th  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  th e  p r im a r y  e n d  in te nd e d  b y  

n a tu r e  in  a  g iv e n  m a t te r ,  o r  w i th  th e  m e a n s  n e c e s s ary  fo r  i ts  

a t t a i n m e n t .

( 1 )  S u p p l . , q .  6 5 ,  a .  1 .
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M in o r .—  T h e  p r im a r y  e n d  o f m a t r im o n y  is th e  p ro c re a 

t io n  a n d  e d u c a t io n  o f c h i ld re n . B u t  p o ly a n d r y  d i r e ct ly  h in d 

e rs  t h e  w o rk  o f e d u c a t in g  c h i ld r e n  b e c a u s e ,  a s  a  r es u l t  o f i t ,  

t h e  c h i ld , f o r  w h o se  e d u c a t io n  th e  f a t h e r ’s c a re  is n e c e s sa ry , 

c a n n o t  k n o w  w i th  c e r t a i n t y  w h o  is  h is  f a t h e r ^ )  ; m ore o v e r ,  

p o ly a n d r y  is  a  se r io u s  o b s ta c le  to  t h e  b e g e t t in g  o f c h i ld re n ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e  c a r n a l  in te r c o u r s e  o f o n e  w o m e n  w i th  sev e ra l  m e n  

g r e a t l y  re d u c e s  h e r  f e c u n d i ty ,  a n d  o f te n  p ro d u c e s  ste r i l i t y ,  a s  

h a p p e n s  in  t h e  c ase  o f  p r o s t i t u te s .

S eco nd  p a r t .— P o lyg y n y  is  contrary to the secondary precepts 

o f the n a tu ra l law .—  A n  in s t i t u t i o n  w h ic h  r e n d e rs  d i f f ic u l t  th e  

a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  p r im a r y  e n d  o f m a t r im o n y ,  a n d  is  a  se r io u s  

o b s ta c le  to  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  i t s  s e c o n d a ry  e n d , is c o n t r a r y  

to  th e  s e c o n d a ry  p r e c e p ts  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w . B u t  po ly g y n y  

is  a n  in s t i t u t i o n  w h ic h  r e n d e rs  d i f f i c u l t  t h e  a t t a in m e n t  o f th e  

p r im a r y  e n d  o f m a t r im o n y ,  a n d  is  a  se r io u s  o b s ta c le t o  th e  

a t t a i n m e n t  o f  i t s  s e c o n d a ry  e n d .  T h e re fo re  p o ly g y n y is  c o n 

t r a r y  to  t h e  s e c o n d a ry  p r e c e p ts  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w .

T h e  m ajo r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f a  s e c o n d a ry  

p r e c e p t  o f  t h e  n a tu r a l  la w .

M in o r .—  a) P o lyg y n y  renders d ifficu lt the p r im a ry  end o f 

m atrim ony.-—  P o ly g y n y  is  a  s o u rc e  o f  d is se n s io n  in  th e  h o m e  

a n d  r e n d e rs  c o h a b i t a t i o n  d i f f ic u l t ,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  is a n  o b s ta c le  

t o  t h a t  c o m p le te  u n io n  o f so u ls  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  t h e  pe r f e c t  e d u c a 

t io n  o f  c h i ld re n  ; m o re o v e r ,  t h e r e  is  a lw a y s  th e  d an g e r  t h a t  

th e  h u s b a n d  w il l d e v o te  a lm o s t  a l l  h is  p a r e n ta l  a t te n t i o n  to  

th e  c h i ld re n  o f th e  w ife  w h o m  h e  lo v e s  m o s t ,  a n d  n eg le c t  th e  

o th e rs .

b) P o lyg y n y  is  a ser ious obstacle to the a tta inm en t o f the 

secondary end o f m a tr im o n y .—  I t  h in d e rs  t h e  sp o u se s  f r o m  

a s s is t in g  e a c h  o th e r ,  f o r  t h e  s h a r in g  o f  s e v e ra l  p ers o n s  in  o n e  

a n d  th e  s a m e  o b je c t  o f  t h e i r  lo v e  le a d s  t o  je a lo u s y, e n v y , a n d  

q u a r r e ls  ; th u s ,  th e  h u s b a n d ,  in  sh o w in g  e q u a l  a f f ec t io n  t o  a ll  

h is  w iv e s, o p e n s  a v e n u e s  to  q u a r r e ls  e n g e n d e re d  b y  th e  e f fo r ts  

o f  e a c h  to  w in  a l l  h is  a f f e c t io n  f o r  h e rs e l f  ; a n d , in  sh o w in g  1

( 1 )  S u p p l . , q .  6 5 ,  a .  1 ,  a d  8 .
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g r e a te r  lo v e  f o r  o n e  t h a n  f o r  a n o th e r ,  h e  so w s se e ds  o f  e n v y  

a n d  e n m i ty .

F in a l l y ,  p o ly g y n y  s ta n d s  in  t h e  w a y  o f  t h e  a l la y in g o f 

c o n c u p isc e n c e , w h ic h  is  a  s e c o n d a ry  e n d  o f  m a t r im o ny ,  f o r  

m a n y  w iv e s  a r e  a  s t im u lu s  t o  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  r e m e d y  fo r  c o n 

c u p isc e n c e , e t c . ^ ) .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. D e f in e :  p o ly g a m y  in  i t s  s t r ic t  m ea n in g , p o ly a n d ry , a n d  p o ly g y n y .

2 . E x p la in  w h y  p o ly a n d r y  is  co n tr a r y  to  t h e  p r im a ry  p re c ep ts ,  a n d 
p o ly g y n y  to  th e  se co n d a r y  p r ec ep ts , o f  t h e  n a tu ra l la w . 1

(1 ) C o n tra  G en tes, 1. I l l ,  c . 1 2 4 .
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I N D I S S O L U B I L I T Y  O F  M A T R I M O N Y

1058. s t a t e m e n t  o f  th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° M a t r im o n y  is 

e s s e n t ia l ly  a  s ta b le  u n io n . T h is  s t a b i l i t y  is  c a l led  c o n s is te n c y , 

i .e .,  f i rm n e ss  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is p e r p e tu a l  f r o m  

t h e  v e r y  n a tu r e  o f m a t r im o n y  ; a n d  in d is so lu b i l i t y , in  a s  m u c h  

a s  th e r e  is  n o  h u m a n  p o w e r  c a p a b le  o f  b re a k in g  o r  lo o s in g  th e  

m a r r ia g e  b o n d . H e n c e  t h e  in d is s o lu b i l i t y  o f m a t r im on y  m a y  

b e  d e f in e d  : tha t 'property in  v ir tue  o f w h ich the con juga l bond, 

because o f  i ts  inv io lab le in tr in s ic  consistency , cannot be dissolved 

by a n y  hu m a n  power.

I n d is s o lu b i l i t y  is th e  o p p o s i te  o f  d iv o rc e  in  i t s  st r i c t  m e a n 

in g , w h ic h  is  th e  lo o s in g  o f t h e  m a r i t a l  b o n d  to g e th e r  w i th  t h e  

r i g h t  t o  m a r r y  a g a in . S o m e tim e s  t h e  t e r m  d iv o rc e  is u s e d  in  

a  w id e  m e a n in g  to  s ig n i fy  n o th in g  m o re  t h a n  s e p a r a tio n  f r o m  

b e d  a n d  b o a rd .

2 °  I n d is s o lu b i l i t y  is  o f  tw o  k in d s  : in t r in s ic  a n d  e x tr in s ic .

T h e  in d is s o lu b i l i t y  o f m a t r im o n y  is  in tr in s ic  in  a s  m u c h  

a s  th e  m a r r ia g e  b o n d  c a n n o t  b e  b ro k e n  b y  i t s  n a tu r al  in t r in s ic  

c a u s e , i .e ., b y  th e  m u tu a l  c o n s e n t  o f t h e  h u s b a n d  an d  w ife  ; 

a n d  ex tr in s ic in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  c a n n o t  b e  lo o s e d  b y  a n y  e x t r in s ic 

c a u se , i .e .,  b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a  s u p e r io r .

3 °  T h e  in d is s o lu b i l i t y  o f  m a t r im o n y  d e r iv e s  f r o m  the  n a t 

u r a l  la w . T h e  in t r in s ic  d is s o lu b i l i t y  o f m a t r im o n y  is  c o n 

t r a r y  to  t h e  p r im a r y  p r e c e p ts ,  a n d  i t s  e x tr in s ic  d is s o lu b i l i t y  to  

t h e  s e c o n d a ry  p re c e p ts , o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w .

1059. O p in io n s .—  1° A c c o rd in g  t o  L u th e r ,  C a lv in ,  a n d  

a lm o s t  a l l  P r o t e s t a n t s  o f t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y ,  th e r e  a re  c e r ta in  

c a u s e s ,  a s  a d u l te r y ,  h e re s y , d i f f ic u l ty  o f c o h a b i tat io n ,  e tc . ,



3 1 8 E C O N O M I C S

w h ic h  j u s t i f y  th e  d is s o lu t io n  o f th e  m a r i t a l  b o n d . M o n ta ig n e  

(l )  a n d  V o lta ir e  s u p p o r t  t h e  o p in io n  in  f a v o r  o f t h e  dis s o lu b i l i ty  

o f  m a r r ia g e .

M o re o v e r ,  c e r ta in  R a t io n a l i s ts  a n d  m a n y  p o l i t i c ia n s a n d  

c iv i l  la w y e r s  h a v e  h e ld  t h a t  d iv o rc e ,  in  c e r ta in  c ase s , is n o t  o n ly  

la w fu l ,  b u t  u se fu l  a n d  p r a is e w o r th y ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n tly  h a v e  

o b ta in e d  i t s  le g a l  s a n c t io n  in  th e  c iv i l  e n a c tm e n ts o f m a n y  

c o u n tr ie s .

2 °  M o d e r n  n a tu r a l i s t s  h a v e  g o n e  a  s te p  f a r t h e r  b y  pr e a c h 

in g  f r e e  lo v e . T h e y  h o ld  t h a t  t h e  m a r r ia g e  b o n d  is in t r i n s i 

c a l ly  d is so lu b le , a n d  th e re fo re  m a y  b e  d is so lv e d  b y th e  m u tu a l  

c o n s e n t  o f t h e  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife . H e n c e , in s te a d  o f  d e fe n d in g  

t h e  p e r p e tu a l  s ta b i l i t y  o f t h e  c o n ju g a l  b o n d , s u c h  m e n  go  so 

f a r  a s  t o  c o n c o c t n e w  sp ec ie s  o f  u n io n s ,  s u i te d ,  a s th e y  s a y ,  to  

t h e  p r o p e r  te m p e r  o f m e n  a n d  th e  t im e s ;  a n d  th e s e  va r io u s  

n e w  fo rm s  o f  m a t r im o n y  th e y  p re s u m e  to  la b e l  (( t e mp o r a r y  » 

(v .g ., f o r  t h e  p e r io d  o f s o jo u rn  in  a  c e r ta in  p la c e) , « e x p e r i

m e n ta l  », a n d  « c o m p a n io n a te  ». T h e s e  o ffe r a l l  t h e in d u l 

g e n ce  o f  m a t r im o n y  a n d  i ts  r ig h ts  w i th o u t ,  h o w e v e r , t h e  in d is 

so lu b le  b o n d , a n d  w i th o u t  o f fsp r in g , u n le ss  th e  p a rt i e s  a l t e r  

t h e i r  c o h a b i t a t io n  in to  a  m a t r im o n y  in  t h e  fu l l  se nse  o f t h e  

la w  (1 2).

1060. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E S IS .— T h e  I N T R IN S IC  D IS S O L U B IL IT Y  O F  M A T R I 

M O N Y  IS  C O N T R A R Y  T O  T H E  P R IM A R Y 

P R E C E P T S ,  A N D  IT S  E X T R IN S I C  D IS S O 

L U B IL IT Y  TO T H E  S E C O N D A R Y  P R E 

C E P T S ,  OF T H E  N A T U R A L  L A W .

(1 ) N o u s  a v o n s  pensé^ a t ta c h e r  p lu s  fe rm e  le  næ u f  d e  n o s m a r ia g es p our 
a v o ir  o s té  t o u t  moyen  d e  les  d isso u ld r e ; m a is  d ’a u ta n t  s ’e s t  d ep r in s  e t  re lâch é 
le  n œ u d  d e la  v o lo n té  e t  d e i ’a “ e c t io n  q u e  c e lu y  d e la  c o n t r a in c te  s ’e s t  e s tr e c y : 
e t  a u  rebo u rs , ce  q u i t ie n t  les  m a r ia g es, à  R o m e , si lo n g  te m p s  en  h o n n eu r  e t 
en  se u r e té , fe u t  la  l ib e r té  d e les  rom p re  q u i v o u ldr o it ;  i ls g a rd a ie n t  m ieu lx  
leu rs  fem m e s, d ’a u ta n t  q u ’i ls  les  p o u v a ie n t  p e rd re ; e t  en  p le in e  l ic e n c e  d e 
d iv o r c es , i l  se  p a ssa  c in q  c e n ts  a n s, e t  p lu s, a v a nt  q u e  n u l s ’en  s e r v is t .— 
E ssa is , 1. 2 , c . 15 .

(2 ) C a s ti C o n n u 'n i.
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F irs t  p a r t . —  The in tr in s ic  d isso lub i lity  o f m a tr im o n y  is 

con tra ry  to the p r im a ry  precepts o f  the na tu ra l law.—  W h a t 

e v e r  r e n d e rs  im p o s s ib le  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f t h e  p r in cip a l  e n d  o f 

m a t r im o n y  is c o n t r a r y  to  th e  p r im a r y  p r e c e p ts  o f the  n a tu r a l  

la w . B u t  th e  in t r in s ic  d is s o lu b i l i t y  o f m a t r im o n y  re n d e r s  im 

p o ss ib le  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f i t s  p r in c ip a l  e n d .  T h e refo re  th e  

in t r in s ic  d is s o lu b i l i t y  o f m a t r im o n y  is  c o n t r a r y  to th e  p r im a r y  

p r e c e p ts  o f  th e  n a tu r a l  la w .

T h e  m ajo r is e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f a p r im a r y  p r e 

c e p t  o f t h e  n a tu r a l  la w .

M in o r .—  T h e  p r in c ip a l  e n d  o f  m a t r im o n y ,  w h ic h  is th e  

b e g e t t in g  o f  c h i ld re n  a n d  t h e i r  r e a r in g  a n d  e le v a t io n  t o  th e  

s t a t u s  o f  p e r f e c t  m a n ,  a b s o lu te ly  r e q u i r e s  t h e  s ta bi l i t y  o f  th e  

c o n ju g a l  u n io n . B u t  th e  in t r in s ic  d is s o lu b i l i ty  o f m a t r im o n y  

w o u ld  b e  d e s t r u c t i v e  o f th e  s ta b i l i t y  o f  t h e  c o n ju ga l  u n io n :  fo r  

t h e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  t h e  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife  w o u ld  b e  p o ss ib le  b y  

m u tu a l  c o n s e n t  a n d  a t  a n y  t im e . T h e re fo re .

S eco n d  p a r t .—  T he ex tr ins ic  d isso lub il ity  o f  m a tr im o n y  is 

contrary to the secondary precepts o f  the n a tu ra l law .—  W h a te v e r  

r e n d e r s  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f t h e  p r in c ip a l  e n d  o f  m a t rim o n y  v e ry  

d i f f ic u l t  a n d  im p e r fe c t  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  is  a  se r io u s  o b s ta 

c le  t o  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f i t s  s e c o n d a ry  e n d  a n d  a t  va r ia n c e  w ith  

p u b l ic  m o r a l i t y ,  is  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  p re c ep ts  o f th e  

n a t u r a l  la w . B u t  t h e  e x t r in s ic  d is s o lu b i l i ty  o f m a tr im o n y  r e n 

d e rs  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f th e  p r in c ip a l  e n d  o f m a t r im on y  v e ry  

d i f f ic u l t  a n d  im p e r fe c t ,  is  a  se r io u s  o b s ta c le  to  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  

o f i t s  s e c o n d a ry  e n d , a n d  le a d s  to  t h e  p e rv e rs io n  of p u b l ic  m o r 

a ls . T h e re fo re  t h e  e x tr in s ic  d is s o lu b i l i t y  o f m a t r im o n y  is c o n 

t r a r y  to  th e  s e c o n d a ry  p r e c e p ts  o f th e  n a tu r a l  la w .

T h e  m ajor is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f a  s e c o n d a ry  

p r e c e p t  o f th e  n a tu r a l  la w .

M in o r .—  a) The ex tr ins ic  d isso lu b il ity  o f m a tr im o n y  ren 

ders the a tta in m en t o f  i ts  p r in c ip a l end  very d ifficu lt and  im 

perfect.—  I t  is  d e t r im e n ta l  to  th e  b e g e t t in g  o f  c h i ld re n :  fo r  th e  

p o s s ib i l i t y  o f t h e  s e p a r a t io n  o f h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife  by  p u b l i c  a u -
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t h o r i t y  o f te n  le a d s  m a r r ie d  p e rs o n s , w h o  r e g a r d  c h ild r e n  a s  a n  

o b s ta c le  to  n e w  m a r r ia g e s , to  t h e  h e in o u s  c r im e s  o f v o lu n ta r y  

s te r i l i t y  a n d  a b o r t io n .  T h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  c o u n t r ie s in  w h ic h  

d iv o rc e  is  p r a c t i s e d  b e a r s  e lo q u e n t  te s t im o n y  to  this  la m e n 

ta b le  fa c t .

M o re o v e r , t h e  e x tr in s ic  d is s o lu b i l i t y  o f  m a t r im o n y  r e n d e rs  

th e  r e a r in g  a n d  e d u c a t io n  o f c h i ld re n  v e r y  d i f f ic u lt :  w h e n  n e w  

n u p t ia l s  a re  c o n t r a c te d ,  c h i ld re n  a r e  o f n e c e s s i ty  s e p a r a te d  f r o m  

th e i r  f a th e r  o r  m o th e r ,  a n d  a re  e x p o se d  to  n e g le c t  a n d  a b a n 

d o n m e n t.

b) The ex tr ins ic  d isso lub i lity  o f  m a tr im o n y  is  a ser ious 

obstacle to the a tta in m en t o f i ts  secondary end.—  I t  d i s tu r b s  th e  

s ta b i l i t y  o f t h e  c o n ju g a l  u n io n , a n d  t h u s  d o e s  g r e at  h a r m  to  th e  

fa i th fu ln e s s , h a p p in e s s ,  a n d  p e a c e  o f  t h e  h u s b a n d  an d  w ife . 

M o re o v e r ,  i t  w e a k e n s  t h e i r  m u tu a l  lo v e , w h ic h  is  d es t in e d  fo r  

a  p e r m a n e n t  u n io n :  a s  c o n ju g a l  lo v e  is  t o t a l ,  i t  t en d s  to  p e r 

m a n e n c e  a n d  is  i r r e v o c a b le . F in a l l y ,  i t  is  d e le te r io u s  t o  th e  

d ig n i ty  o f w iv e s, w h o se  p la c e  in  c iv il  a n d  d o m e s t ic s o c ie ty  is 

s h a m e fu l l y  lo w e re d , a n d  w h o  a r e  e x p o se d  to  t h e  d a n ge r  (( of 

b e in g  c o n s id e re d  o u tc a s ts ,  s la v e s  o f t h e  l u s t  o f m en . ))

c) The ex tr in s ic  d isso lu b i lity  o f  m a tr im o n y  is  at variance 

w ith  m o ra l ity .—■  I t  d is tu r b s  th e  p e a c e  o f fa m i l ie s , m u l t ip l ie s  the  

o c c a s io n s  fo r  q u a r re ls ,  a n d  le a d s  to  th e  c o r r u p t io n o f m o ra ls .

P o p e  L e o  X I I I  g iv e s  t h e  fo l lo w in g  l i s t  o f  e v i ls  w h ic h  r e 

s u l t  f r o m  d iv o rc e  : <( m a t r im o n ia l  c o n t r a c ts  a r e  m ad e  m u ta b le ;  

m u tu a l  g o o d  w ill is  le sse n e d  ; p e rn ic io u s  in d u c e m e nts  t o  u n 

fa i th fu ln e s s  a r e  p r o v id e d  ; h a r m  is d o n e  to  th e  e d uc a t io n  a n d  

t r a in in g  o f c h i ld re n  ; o c c a s io n  is  a f fo rd e d  f o r  th e b r e a k in g  u p  

o f h o m e s  ; t h e  se e d s  o f d is se n s io n  a re  so w n  a m o n g  fa m i l ie s  ; 

t h e  d ig n i ty  o f  w o m a n  is  le sse n e d  a n d  b r o u g h t  lo w , an d  w o m e n , 

a f te r  h a v in g  b e e n  u se d  t o  s a t i s f y  th e  p a ss io n s  o f th e i r  h u s b a n d s ,  

r u n  t h e  r is k  o f b e in g  d e s e r te d .  T h e re fo re ,  s in c e  n oth in g  h a s  

s u c h  p o w e r  to  r u in  fa m i l ie s  a n d  to  d e s t r o y  th e  m a ins ta y  of 

k in g d o m s  a s  t h e  c o r r u p t io n  o f m o ra ls , i t  is  e a s i l y  se e n  t h a t  

d iv o rc e s  a r e  in  th e  h ig h e s t  d e g re e  h o s t i le  to  t h e  pr o s p e r i t y  of 

fa m i l ie s  a n d  S ta te s  » (L) . 1

(1 ) A rca n u m  D iv in a e .
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1061. S c h ol io n .—  S in c e  m a t r im o n y  is  e x tr in s ic a l l y  in d is 

so lu b le  in  v i r t u e  o f t h e  s e c o n d a ry  p r e c e p ts  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w , 

n o  h u m a n  p o w e r , c iv i l  o r  e c c le s ia s t ic a l ,  c a n  d is so lv e  i t .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  c a n  b e  d is so lv e d  b y  d iv in e  p o w e r , w h ic h , 

a s  w e  h a v e  se e n , c a n  g iv e  a n  im p r o p e r  d is p e n s a t io n  f r o m  th e  

s e c o n d a ry  p re c e p ts  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w . S u c h  d is s o lut io n  o f 

m a r r ia g e  ta k e s  p la c e  w h e n  t h e  C h u rc h ,  in  v i r t u e  o f  d iv in e  

p o w e r  g r a n te d  t  o i t ,  d is so lv e s  a  n o n - c o n s u m m a te d  m ar r ia g e ^ ) ,  

o r  a  la w fu l  m a r r ia g e  b e tw e e n  u n b a p t i z e d  p e rs o n s ,  e ve n  th o u g h  

c o n s u m m a te d ,  in  f a v o r  o f  t h e  F a i t h  b y  v i r t u e  o f t h e P a u l in e  

P r iv i le g e ^ ) .

1062. D i f f i c u l t i es .— ’ 1 °  A n y  co n t r a c t  ca n  be d is solv ed  b y  th e  free 
co nse n t  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t in g  p a r t ies . B u t  m a t r im o ny  is  a  co n t ra c t.  T h er e fo re 
m a tr im o n y  ca n  be  d is solv ed  b y  th e  free  co nse n t  o f  th e  c o n t r a c t in g  p a r t ie s .

M a j o r . —  A  c o n t r a c t  w h o se  n a tu re  a n d  o b je c t  d ep en d  s ole ly  on  th e  free 
co nse n t  o f  t h e  co n t r a c t in g  p a r t ies, I  c o n c e d e ' , a  c o n t r a c t  w h o se  n a tu re  a n d 
o b je c t  a re  a lso  d e te r m in ed  b y  t h e  n a tu r a l la w , I  d e n y .

M i n o r . —- M a tr im o n y  is  a  c o n t r a c t  w h o se  n a tu re  a n d  o b je c t  d ep en d 
s o le ly  o n  th e  free  c o n se n t  o f  th e  c o n t r a c t in g  p a r t ies , I  d e n y , w h o se  n a tu re 
a nd  o b je c t  a re a lso  d e te r m in ed  b y  th e  n a tu r a l la w , I  c o n c e d e .

2 °  M a tr im o n y  is  in d iss o lu b le  b ec a u se  o f  t h e  g o o d  o f th e  ch ild . B u t , 
in  ce r ta in  ca ses, m a tr im o n y  is co n t ra r y  to  th e  g o o d o f  th e  ch ild , v .  g .,  w h en 
th e  h u sb a n d  ca n n o t  b e g e t  a ch ild  o f  o n e  w o m a n , b u t  co u ld  o f  a n o th e r ,  an d 
v ic e  v e r sa . T h ere fo re , a t  le a s t  in  ce r ta in  ca ses, ma tr im o n y  o u g h t  n o t  to  be 
in d iss o lu b le .

M a j o r . —  I s  in d iss o lu b le  b e c a u se  o f  t h e  g o o d  o f th e  ch ild  in  a n  a b so lu te 
sen se , I  c o n c e d e - , b eca u se  o f  t h e  g o o d  o f  th is  or t h a t  ch ild , I  d e n y .

M in o r .- . —  Is  co n tra ry  to  th e  g o o d  o f  th e  c h ild  in  an  a b so lute  sen se , I  d e n y ;  

to  th e  g o o d  o f th is  o r  t h a t  ch ild , I  c o n c e d e .

T h e  in d isso lu b il it y  o f  m a t r im o n y  is  d e te r m in ed  b y  th e  n a tu ra l la w . 
B u t  a  la w  is  a n  o rd in a n ce  fo r  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d . T h ere fo re  th e  la w s o f  m a tr i
m o n y  a re co n c er n ed  w ith  w h a t  is e x p e d ie n t  fo r  a ll ra th e r  th a n  w ith  w h a t  m a y  
be su ita b le  fo r  o n e  (3 ).

3 °  W h en  c o h a b ita t io n  b ec o m e s im p o ss ib le , as in  ca ses o f  in su p er a b le 
h a tred , o f c o n s ta n t  d isco rd , e t c .,  d iv o rc e  is p r e fera b le  to  co n t in u a l q u a r re lin g . 
B u t  ca se s o f th is  k in d  a re b y  n o  m ea n s rare. T h er e fo re  so m e t im e s d iv o rc e  is 
p re fe rab le t o  th e  in d is s o lu b i l i ty  o f  m a tr im o n y .

M a j o r , —  Im p e r fe c t  d iv o r c e , i .e .,  se p a r a t io n  from  b e d  a n d  b o a rd , p ro 
v id e d  t h a t  th e  n ec e ss a r y  p re c a u t io n s a re  ta k e n , I  c o n c e d e ; d iv o rc e  in  th e 
st r ic t  se n se  is p re fe ra b le from  th e  p o in t  o f  v ie w  of  th e  g o o d  o f th e  h u sb a n d 
a nd  w ife , l e t  i t  g o ; f ro m  th e  p o in t  o f  v ie w  o f  t h e  co m m o n  g o o d , I  d e n y .

I  c o n c e d e  th e  m i n o r .  1 2 3

(1 ) C o d e  o f  C a n o n  L a w , ca n . ,1 1 1 9 .
(2 )  I b i d . ,  ca n . 11,20.
(3 ) S u p p l . , q . 6 7 ;  a . 1, a d  4 .
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T h e  in d i ssolu b il i t y  o f  m a tr im on y  is  b e c a u se  o f  th e  co m m o n  g o o d, an d 
th e re fo re  rem a in s  firm , e v e n  th o u g h  so m e t im e s  b e s e t w ith  in c o n v e n ie n c e  fo r 
in d iv id u a l  sp o u se s.

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. D e f in e :  t h e  in d isso lu b il it y ,  in tr in s ic  in d is s o lub i l i ty ,  a n d  ex tr in s ic  
in d is s o lu b i l i t y  o f  m a tr im o n y .

2 . P r o v e  t h a t  th e  in tr in s ic  in d is s o lu b i l i ty  o f  m a t r im o n y  is co n tr a r y  
to  th e  p r im a ry  p rec ep ts , a n d  it s  e x tr in s ic  in d is s o lu b i l i t y  t o  th e  se co n d a r y 
p rec ep ts , o f  th e  n a tu ra l la w .



C H A P T E R  I I

P A R E N T A L  S O C IE T Y

P ro lo g u e .—  I n  th is  c h a p te r ,  w e  s h a l l  d e a l  w i th  p a r e n ta l  

a u t h o r i t y  a n d  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  c h i ld re n .  H e n c e  th e re  w ill 

b e  tw o  a r t i c le s  in  t h e  c h a p te r .

P a re n ta l a u th o r it y

S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e st io n 
E r ro n eo u s  o p in io n s
T h e s is :  P a r e n ta l a u th o r it y  is d e r iv ed  from 

G o d , th e  a u th o r  of n a tu re 
A u th o r it y  o f h u sb a n d  a n d  w ife  in  p a re n ta l 

so c ie ty 
E m a n c ip a t io n  o f w o m en 
D u t ie s  o f ch ild re n

E d u c a t io n  o f  ch ild ren

S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e st io n 
E r ro n eo u s o p in io n s
T h e s is :  A cc o rd in g  to  th e  n a tu ra l la w , th e 

e d u c a t io n  of ch ild ren  b e lo n g s p ro p 
e r ly  a n d  d ir e c t ly  to  th e  p a r en ts 

R ig h ts  o f th e  C h u rch  in  ed u ca t io n 
R ig h ts  o f t h e  S ta te  in  ed u ca t io n 
S ch o lia
M o n o p o ly  o f in s t r u c t io n  
N e u tr a l sc h o o ls 
L ib e r ty  o f th e  sc h o o l

12



A R T I C L E  I

P A R E N T A L  A U T H O R I T Y

1063. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .— 1° P a r e n ta l  a u t h o r 

i t y  is  a u th o r i t y  p r o p e r  to  p a r e n ta l  s o c ie ty . P a r e n ta l  s o c ie ty  

is  d e f in e d  : the u n io n  o f 'parents and  ch ild ren  established by 

na tu re  fo r  the pu rpose o f education . T h is  d e f in i t io n  c o n ta in s  

t h e  m a te r ia l  c a u s e  o f  p a r e n ta l  s o c ie ty ,  w h ic h  is  t he  p a r e n ts  

a n d  c h i ld re n  ; t h e  e f f ic ie n t c a u se , w h ic h  is  n a t u r e ; a n d  th e  

f in a l  c a u se , w h ic h  is  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f c h i ld re n  : physica l, w h ic h  

c o n s is ts  in  t h e  p ro g re s s iv e  w e l l - o rd e re d  d e v e lo p m e nt  o f  th e s e  

f a c u l t ie s  o n  w h ic h  b o d i ly  h e a l t h  a n d  s t r e n g th  p r in cip a l l y  d e 

p e n d  ; in te llectua l, w h ic h  c o n s is ts  in  t h e  a c q u i r e m e n t  o f  t r u t h  ; 

m ora l, w h ic h  c o n s is ts  in  th e  a c q u i r e m e n t  o f  t h e  m o ra l  v i rtu e s .

2 °  P a r e n ta l  a u t h o r i t y  is  d e f in e d  : the  re la tion  o f  pa ren ts 

to ch ild ren , in  as m uch  as the la tter are d irected as sub jects by the 

fo rm er  to the end o f pa ren ta l society.

3 °  I n  t h e  th e s is , w e  s ta t e  t h a t  p a r e n ta l  a u t h o r i t y  is  d e - 

r i v e d  f r o m  G o d , t h e  a u t h o r  o f  n a tu r e .  B y  th i s  w e  m ea n  n o t  

o n ly  t h a t  a ll  a u t h o r i t y ,  c o n s id e re d  u n d e r  i t s  g e n e ra l  a s p e c t  

o f  a u th o r i t y ,  is  d e r iv e d  f r o m  G o d , b u t  t h a t  p a r e n tal  a u t h o r 

i t y  a s  s u c h  d e r iv e s  f r o m  H im .

1064. E r ron eou s o p in io n s .—  1° H o b b e s  te a c h e s  t h a t  

p a te r n a l  a u t h o r i t y  is  d e r iv e d  f r o m  t h e  r i g h t  o f  v icto r y ,  i .e .,  

f r o m  th e  p o w e r  o f p o sse ss io n , in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  c h ild , w h ic h  

h e  c o n s id e rs  a s  a  res n u l l iu s , i .e .,  a s  b e lo n g in g  t o  n o  o n e , c o m e s  

f i r s t  i n to  t h e  p o sse ss io n  o f  t h e  p a r e n ts .

2 °  P u f e n d o r f  te a c h e s  t h a t  p a r e n ta l  ̂ a u th o r i t y  is  d er iv e d  

f r o m  a  p a c t  b e tw e e n  p a r e n ts  a n d  c h i ld re n  w h ic h  is im p l i c i t
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o n  th e  p a r t  o f t h e  p a r e n ts ,  a n d  t a c i t  o r  p re s u m e d  on  th e  p a r t  

o f  t h e  c h i ld re n .

3 °  A rh e n s  m a in ta in s  t h a t  i t  is  d e r iv e d  so le ly  f r o m  e d u c a 

t io n .

4 °  R o u s s e a u  h o ld s  t h a t  p a r e n ta l  a u t h o r i t y  d e r iv e s  fr o m  

c iv i l  a u th o r i t y .  T h is  o p in io n  is  s u p p o r te d  b y  so c ial is ts , w h o  

g iv e  p a r e n ts  e i th e r  n o  ju r i s d ic t io n  w h a ts o e v e r  o v e r t h e i r  

c h i ld re n , o r  o n ly  s u c h  p o w e r  a s  t h e y  d e r iv e  f r o m  the  S ta te .

1065. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T HE S IS .—  P a r e n t a l  a u t h o r i t y  i s  d e r i v e d  p r o m

G O D ,  T H E  A U T H O R  O F  N A T U R E .

A u th o r i t y  d e r iv e d  f r o m  n a t u r e  is  a u t h o r i t y  d e r iv e d  f r o m  

G o d , W h o  is th e  a u th o r  o f  n a tu r e .  B u t  p a r e n ta l  a u t ho r i t y  is  

d e r iv e d  f r o m  n a tu r e .  T h e r e f o r e  p a r e n ta l  a u th o r i t y  is  d e r iv e d  

f r o m  G o d , th e  a u t h o r  o f n a tu r e .

T h e  m ajor is  e v id e n t .

M in o r .—  P a r e n t s  a r e  r e la te d  t o  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  a s  e f f ic ien t 

c a u s e  to  i t s  e ffe c ts . I t  n a tu r a l l y  fo l lo w s  f r o m  th is  t h a t  p a r e n ts  

a re  a b le  t o  c o n d u c t  c h i ld re n  to  t h e i r  e n d ,  w h ic h  is t h e i r  a d v a n c e  

to  th e  s ta t e  o f  p e r f e c t  m a n . I n  o th e r  w o rd s , i t  n a tu r a l l y  

fo l lo w s  t h a t  p a r e n ts  h a v e  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e i r  c h i ld re n .

1066. A u th o r ity  o f  h u sb a n d  a n d  w ife  in  p a re n tal  
so c ie ty .—  1° H u s b a n d  a n d  w ife  e n jo y  e q u a l i t y  « in  th o s e  

r ig h ts  w h ic h  b e lo n g  to  th e  d ig n i ty  o f th e  h u m a n  p e rs o n , a n d  

w h ic h  a r e  p r o p e r  to  th e  m a r r ia g e  c o n t r a c t  a n d  in s e pa r a b ly  

b o u n d  u p  w ith  w e d lo c k . I n  s u c h  th in g s ,  u n d o u b te d ly  b o th  

p a r t ie s  e n jo y  t h e  s a m e  r ig h ts  a n d  a r e  b o u n d  b y  t h e  s a m e  

o b l ig a t io n s ^ )  ».

2 °  B u t  th e r e  c a n n o t  b e  e q u a l i t y  o f r ig h ts  o f  h u s b a nd  a n d  

w ife  in  m a t te r s  w h ic h  a r e  p r o p e r  to  p a r e n ta l  s o c ie ty  a s  s u c h . 1

(1) P i u s  X I ,  C a s ti co n n u b ii .
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f o r  p a r e n ta l  a u t h o r i t y  is  v e s te d  'p r incipa lly  in  t h e  h u s b a n d ,  

a n d  secondar ily in  th e  w ife . I n  o rd e r  w o rd s , f o r  t h e  a t t a i n 

m e n t  o f  t h e  e n d  o f  p a r e n ta l  so c ie ty ,  t h e  w ife  m u s t  b e  s u b o r 

d in a te  t o  t h e  h u s b a n d .

T h is  s u b o r d in a t io n  is  n o t  t h e  s u b o r d in a t io n  o f  a  s la v e  to  

a  m a s te r  : « T h e  h u s b a n d  is  th e  c h ie f  o f  t h e  f a m i ly a n d  t h e  

h e a d  o f  t h e  w ife O ), » a n d  h e n c e  « th e  w ife  m u s t  b e  s u b je c t  to  

h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  o b e y  h im , n o t ,  in d e e d , a s  a  s e r v a n t,  b u t  a s  

a  c o m p a n io n (1 2).»  M o re o v e r ,  t h is  is  r e q u i r e d  f o r  th e  i n t im a te  

f r ie n d s h ip  w h ic h  s h o u ld  e x is t  b e tw e e n  h u s b a n d  a n d  wife .

3 °  I n  th e  l ig h t  o f  w h a t  w e h a v e  j u s t  s a id ,  w e  m a y  no w  

s u m m a r iz e ,  in  t h e  p ro p o s i t io n s  w h ic h  fo l lo w , o u r  tea c h in g  o n  

t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife  in  p a r e n ta l  s o c iety .

a) E q u a l d iv is ion  o f au tho r ity  between hu sband  and  w ife , in 

pa ren ta l society, is  contrary to  the na tu ra l law.—  A  d iv is io n  o f 

a u t h o r i t y  w h ic h  o f i t s  v e r y  n a tu r e  is  o p p o s e d  t o  o rd e r  is  c o n 

t r a r y  t o  th e  n a t u r a l  la w . B u t  t h e  e q u a l  d iv is io n  o f a u t h o r i t y  

b e tw e e n  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife , in  p a r e n ta l  s o c ie ty ,  is  of  i t s  v e r y  

n a t u r e  o p p o s e d  t o  o rd e r . T h e re fo re  t h e  e q u a l  d iv is io n  o f  a u 

t h o r i t y  b e tw e e n  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife , in  p a r e n ta l  s o c iety , is  c o n 

t r a r y  to  th e  n a tu r a l  la w .

M a jo r .—  T h e  n a t u r a l  la w  is  th e  m e a s u re  o f  o rd e r .

M in o r .—  P a r e n ta l  so c ie ty  is a  n a t u r a l  s o c ie ty  d i r e c te d  to  

a  c o m m o n  e n d .  B u t ,  i f  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife  e n jo y e d  e q u al  a u 

t h o r i t y  in  p a r e n ta l  so c ie ty , p a te r n a l  s o c ie ty  w o u ld n o t  t e n d  

to  a  c o m m o n  e n d  : th e r e  w o u ld  b e  tw o  e q u a l  p r in c ip le s  o f d ir e c 

t i o n  to  a n  e n d , e a c h  g iv in g  a  d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t io n ,  f o r  th in g s  

w h ic h  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  n a t u r a l l y  te n d  to  d i f f e r e n t  e n ds . T h e re fo re .

b) P a ren ta l au tho r ity  resides p r in c ip a lly  i n  the husb a nd.—  

P a r e n ta l  a u t h o r i t y  is  v e s te d  p r in c ip a l ly  in  t h e  sp ou se  w h ic h  is 

n a tu r a l l y  t h e  s u p e r io r .  B u t  t h e  h u s b a n d  is  s u p e r io r to  th e  w ife  

in  s t r e n g th  o f  b o d y ,  p e r s p ic a c i ty  o f m in d ,  i s  m o re  p r u d e n t ,  

b e t t e r  f i t t e d  f o r  a c h ie v e m e n t ,  m o re  re s o lu te ,  a n d  so u n d e r  in  

ju d g m e n t .  M o re o v e r ,  i t  is  e n t i r e ly  a c c id e n ta l  t h a t  t h e  w ife

( 1 )  L e o  X I I I ,  A r c a n u m .

(2 )  Ib id e m .
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s o m e t im e s  is  s u p e r io r  t o  t h e  h u s b a n d  in  q u a l i t ie s  of m in d  a n d  

s t r e n g th  o f  b o d y . B u t  th in g s  a r e  s u p e r io r  a c c o rd in g t o  th e  

n a t u r a l  la w  w h ic h  a r e  s u p e r io r  o f t h e i r  v e r y  n a tu r e,  n o t  th in g s  

w h ic h  a re  o n ly  a c c id e n ta l l y  s u p e r io r .  H e n c e  p a r e n tal  a u t h o 

r i t y ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  n a t u r a l  la w , re s id e s  p r in c ipa l ly  in  t h e  

h u s b a n d .

1067. E m an c ip a t io n  o f w omen .—  M o d e r n s  b o ld ly  p r o 

c la im  th e  e m a n c ip a t io n  o f w o m a n , i .e .,  fu l l  e q u a l i ty  o f  th e  

r ig h ts  o f h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife .

S o m e  p ro c la im  th e  physio log ica l e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  w o m e n , 

w h e re b y  th e  w ife  is  f r e e  o r  o u g h t  to  b e  f r e e d , a t  he r  o w n  g o o d  

p le a s u re , f r o m  th e  b u r d e n s o m e  d u t ie s  w h ic h  p r o p e r ly b e lo n g  

to  h e r  a s  c o m p a n io n  a n d  m o th e r .  T h is  k in d  o f e m a n c ip a t io n  

is  n o t  t r u e  e m a n c ip a t io n ,  b u t  a  h e in o u s  c r im e .

O th e rs  p r o c la im  econom ic e m a n c ip a t io n ,  w h e re b y  t h e  w ife , 

e v e n  w i th o u t  th e  k n o w le d g e  a n d  a g a in s t  t h e  w ish  o f h e r  h u s 

b a n d ,  is  f re e  to  h a v e ,  c o n d u c t ,  a n d  a d m in is te r  h e r  o w n  a f fa irs , 

b e in g  c h ie f ly  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e s e  r a t h e r  t h a n  w i th c h i ld re n , 

h u s b a n d ,  a n d  fa m i ly .

O th e r s  p ro c la im  socia l e m a n c ip a t io n ,  w h e re b y  th e  w ife , 

f r e e d  f r o m  th e  d o m e s t ic  c a re s  o f  c h i ld re n  a n d  f a m i ly ,  m a y ,  to  

th e  n e g le c t  o f  th e s e , fo l lo w  h e r  o w n  b e n t ,  a n d  d e v ote  h e rs e l f  

to  b u s in e ss  a n d  e v e n  to  p u b l i c  a f fa irs .

I n  r e g a r d  to  th is  th r e e f o ld  e m a n c ip a t io n  o f w o m e n , th e  

fo l lo w in g  o b s e r v a t io n s  m u s t  b e  m a d e .

a) T h e  so -c a l le d  e m a n c ip a t io n  o f w o m e n  p ro c la im e d  b y  

m o d e rn s  c o n s t i t u te s  a n  u n n a tu ra l e q u a l i t y  o f w ife  w i th  h u s 

b a n d ,  a n d  th e re fo re  is  a  d e b a s in g  o f  t h e  w o m a n ly  c ha r a c te r  

a n d  th e  d ig n i ty  o f  m o th e r h o o d ,  a  p e rv e rs io n  o f t h e  w h o le  f a 

m i ly , a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  w h ic h  t h e  h u s b a n d  is  d e p r iv e d  o f h is  w ife , 

t h e  c h i ld re n  o f  t h e i r  m o th e r ,  a n d  th e  w h o le  f a m i ly  o f a n  e v e r  

w a tc h f u l  g u a r d ia n .  S u c h  e m a n c ip a t io n ,  th e re fo re ,  is d e t r i 

m e n ta l  to  t h e  w ife , fo r ,  i f  w o m a n  d e sc e n d s  f r o m  h e r t r u l y  re g a l  

t h r o n e  in  t h e  h o m e , to  w h ic h  t h e  G o sp e l a n d  n a t u r e  ra is e d  

h e r ,  sh e  w ill so o n  b e  re d u c e d  to  h e r  f o r m e r  s ta t e  of s la v e ry ,  a n d  

b e c o m e , a s  a m o n g  th e  p a g a n s , th e  m e re  in s t r u m e n t  o f m a n .
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b) E q u a l i t y  o f r ig h ts  o f  h u s b a n d  a n d  w ife  m u s t  in d e e d 

b e  re c o g n iz e d  in  m a t te r s  w h ic h  p e r ta i n  t o  t h e  d ig n it y  o f  th e  

h u m a n  p e rs o n , a n d  w h ic h  a r e  p r o p e r  to  th e  m a r r ia g e  c o n t r a c t  

a n d  in s e p a r a b ly  b o u n d  u p  w i th  w e d lo c k ; in  a l l  o t h e r m a t te r s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  th e r e  m u s t  b e  in e q u a l i t y  a n d  d u e  a c c o m m o d at io n ,  

s u c h  a s  a r e  d e m a n d e d  fo r  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e  f a m i ly  a n d t h e  r i g h t  

o rd e r in g , u n i t y ,  a n d  s ta b i l i t y  o f d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty , i .e . ,  o f h o m e  

life .

c) T h e  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  m a y , a n d ,  in d e e d , h a s  a n  o b l iga t io n  

t o  a d a p t  th e  c iv i l  r ig h ts  o f  t h e  w ife  to  m o d e rn  n e ed s  a n d  r e q u i r e 

m e n ts ,  b u t  a lw a y s  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e  s t a t u t e s  of  t h e  n a t u r a l  

la w  (* 1).

1068. D u ties  o f c h ild r en .—  T h e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  t h e  

d u t ie s  o f  c h i ld re n  to w a r d s  t h e i r  p a r e n ts  is  c le a r ly a n d  s u c 

c in c t ly  e x p la in e d  b y  S t.  T h o m a s  in  th e s e  w o rd s : « Ma n  b e c o m e s  

a  d e b to r  t o  o th e r s  in  v a r io u s  w a y s , in  p r o p o r t io n  to  t h e i r  v a 

r io u s  d e g re e s  o f p e r f e c t io n ,  a n d  to  th e  v a r io u s  b e ne f i t s  r e c e iv e d  

f r o m  th e m .  I n  b o th  o f  th e s e  w a y s , G o d  h o ld s  f i r s t  pla c e , 

b e c a u s e  H e  p o sse sse s  a l l  p e r f e c t io n s , a n d  is  t h e  f ir s t  p r in c ip le  

o f  o u r  b e in g  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t ;  a n d , in  t h e  s e c o n d  p lac e , a s  p r i n 

c ip le s  o f  o u r  b e in g  a n d  g o v e rn m e n t ,  c o m e  o u r  p a r e n ts  a n d  o u r  

c o u n t r y ,  fo r  f r o m  o u r  p a r e n t s  a n d  in  o u r  c o u n t r y  w e h a v e  r e 

c e iv e d  b o th  b i r t h  a n d  s u s te n a n c e . T h e re fo re  m a n  is  a  d e b to r  

c h ie f ly  to  h is  p a r e n ts  a n d  h is  c o u n t r y ,  a f t e r  G o d . H e n c e , j u s t  

a s  m a n ,  in  v i r t u e  o f re l ig io n , o w es w o r s h ip  to  G o d , so  to o ,  in  

v i r t u e  o f  p ie ty ,  b e  o w es re v e re n c e  to  h is  p a r e n t s  an d  h is  c o u n 

t r y .

M o re o v e r , t h e  re v e re n c e  m a n  o w es h is  p a r e n t s  e x te n ds  to  

re v e re n c e  o w e d  to  h is  k in s fo lk , b e c a u s e  t h e  l a t t e r  re c e iv e  t h e i r  

n a m e  f r o m  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  d e sc e n d  f r o m  th e  s a m e  p a r e n ts .  

T h e  re v e re n c e  m a n  o w es h is  c o u n t r y  e x te n d s  to  re v e re n c e  

o w e d  to  a l l  h is  c o m p a t r io ts  a n d  to  a l l  f r ie n d s  o f his  c o u n t r y  (1))>.

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. D e f in e : p a re n ta l so c ie ty ,  p a re n ta l a u th o r it y .

(1 ) P iu s  X I ,  C a s ti  C o n n u b ii.
(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 10 1 , a. 1.
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2 . P r o v e  th a t  p a re n ta l a u th o r i t y  is  d e r iv ed  from  G o d , th e  a u th o r  o f 
n a tu r e , a n d  t h a t  th e  eq u a l d iv is io n  o f  i t  b e tw e e n  hu sb a n d  a n d  w ife  is  a t  v a 
r ia n c e  w ith  s ta tu te s  o f  t h e  n a tu r a l la w .

3 . E x p la in  w h a t  is  m e a n t  b y  t h e  e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  w o men , a n d  sh o w 
w h e th er  or  n o t  i t  is  a  d es id e r a tu m  o f  f a m i ly  l i fe .

4 . W h a t , a cc o rd in g  to  S t .  T h o m a s , is  th e  fo u n d a t io n o f  ch ild r e n ’s o b li 
g a t io n s t o  th e ir  p a re n ts  ?



A R T I C L E  I I

E D U C A T I O N  O F  C H I L D R E N

1069. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° S t .  T h o m a s  

d e fin es e d u c a t io n  a s  the rear ing  and elevation o f ch ild ren  to the 

status o f  perfect m a n , w h ich  is  the state o f  v irtuel}).

E d u c a t io n  is  p h y s ic a l ,  in te l le c tu a l ,  m o ra l ,  a n d  c ivic , a n d  

c o n s is ts  r e s p e c t iv e ly  in  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f t h e  b o dy ,  t h e  in 

te l le c t , th e  w il l,  a n d  t h e  c i t iz e n  a s  su c h . H e n c e  ed u c a t io n  d o e s  

n o t  c o n s is t  m e re ly  in  in s t r u c t i o n ,  th o u g h  in s t r u c t io n  is a n  im 

p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f i t .

2 °  I n  o u r  p r e s e n t  s tu d y ,  w e  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  e d u ca t io n  

f ro m  th e  p o in t  o f  v ie w  o f  th e  n a t u r a l  o rd e r .  F o r ,  in  t h e  s u p e r 

n a tu r a l  o rd e r ,  th e  C h u r c h  h a s  t h e  d i r e c t  a n d  im m e d ia te  r ig h t  

o f te a c h in g  a l l  m e n , a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  in  t h e  m a t t er  o f re l ig io u s  

e d u c a t io n , p a r e n ts  a re  o n ly  t h e  m a n d a ta r i e s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h .

3 0 A c c o rd in g  to  t h e  n a tu r a l  la w , t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f c h i ld re n  

b e lo n g s  p r o p e r ly  a n d  d i r e c t l y  t o  th e  p a r e n ts .

S in c e  e d u c a t io n  b e lo n g s  to  p a r e n ts  a c c o rd in g  to  th e n a 

tu r a l  la w , p a r e n ts  h a v e  n o t  o n ly  th e  s t r i c t  d u t y ,  bu t  a lso  th e  

in a l ie n a b le  r i g h t  to  e d u c a te  t h e i r  c h i ld re n ,  a  r i g ht  in v io la b le  

o n  th e  p a r t  o f a n y  h u m a n  p o w e r .

W e  s a y  t h a t  e d u c a t io n  b e lo n g s  p roper ly t o  p a r e n ts ,  b e 

c a u s e , w h e n  p a r e n ts  f a i l  in  th e  f u l f i l lm e n t o f t h e ir  d u t y  in  th is  

r e g a rd ,  th e  d u t y  o f p r o v id in g  f o r  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f t h e i r  c h i l 

d r e n  a c c id e n ta l l y  d e v o lv e s  u p o n  t h e  c iv i l  a u th o r i t y.

M o re o v e r ,  w e  s a y  t h a t  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f c h i ld r e n  b e lo n g s  

d irectly to  t h e  p a r e n ts ,  b e c a u s e , in  v ie w  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  g o od , 

i t  b e lo n g s  ind irec tly t o  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  a s  w e ll. 1

(1 ) S u p p l . , q .  4 1,  a . 1 .
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1070. E r roneous o p in io n s .—  1 ° P la to  in  h is  d a y ,  a n d  

s o c ia l i s ts  in  o u r  d a y , h o ld  t h a t  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  ch i ld re n  b e 

lo n g s  t o  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  t h e  p a r e n ts .

2 °  A n a rc h is ts , w h o  re fu s e  to  re c o g n iz e  th e  a u t h o r i ty  o f 

c iv i l  s o c ie ty  a n d  th e  in d is s o lu b i l i t y  o f t h e  m a r r iag e  b o n d , 

m a in ta in  t h a t  c h i ld re n  b o r n  o f  fr e e  u n io n s s h o u ld  b e  e d u c a te d  

b y  th o s e  w h o  a d o p t  th e m .

1071. S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  th e s is .

T H E S IS .—  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  l a w , t h e

E D U C A T I O N  O F  C H I L D R E N  B E L O N G S  

P R O P E R L Y  A N D  D I R E C T L Y  T O  T H E  P A R 

E N T S .

1 0 A c c o rd in g  to  th e  n a t u r a l  la w , t h e  r e a r in g  a n d  e le v a t io n  

o f c h i ld re n  to  t h e  s t a t u s  o f p e r f e c t  m a n  p ro p e r ly  an d  d i r e c t ly  

b e lo n g  to  th e  p a r e n ts .  B u t  e d u c a t io n  is  th e  r e a r in g a n d  

e le v a t io n  o f c h i ld re n  to  t h e  s t a t u s  o f p e r f e c t  m a n . T h e re fo re  

th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  c h i ld re n , a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l la w , b e lo n g s  

p r o p e r ly  a n d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  p a r e n ts .

M a jo r .—  S in c e  t h e  im p e r f e c t  a lw a y s  te n d s  to ,  i .e .,  is in 

v ie w  o f, t h e  p e r fe c t , t h e  r e a r in g  a n d  e le v a t io n  o f c h i ld re n  to  

th e  s t a t u s  o f p e r f e c t  m a n  p r o p e r ly  a n d  d i r e c t l y  b e lo n g ,  a c c o r d 

in g  to  t h e  la w  o f n a tu r e ,  to  th o s e  w h o  p ro d u c e  th e m.  B u t  

c h i ld re n  a r e  p r o d u c e d ,  i .e .,  e n g e n d e re d , b y  t h e i r  pa r e n ts .  

T h e re fo re .

T h e  m ino r is  t h e  d e f in i t io n  o f  e d u c a t io n .

2 °  A c c o rd in g  t o  th e  n a t u r a l  la w , t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f ch i l 

d r e n  b e lo n g s  p r o p e r ly  a n d  d i r e c t l y  t o  th o s e  w h o  a r e n a tu r a l l y  

p o sse sse d  o f a  sp e c ia l  i n c l in a t io n  a n d  a p t i t u d e  f o r t h e  o ff ice  o f 

e d u c a to r .  B u t  n a t u r e  h a s  e n d o w e d  p a r e n t s  w i th  s u c h  a n  i n 

c l in a t io n  a n d  a p t i t u d e .  T h e re fo re ,  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e n a t u r a l  

la w , th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  c h i ld r e n  b e lo n g s  p r o p e r ly  a n d d i r e c t l y  

to  th e  p a r e n ts .
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M a jo r .—  N a tu r a l  in c l in a t io n  a n d  a p t i t u d e  c o r re s p o n d  

to  th e  s t a t u t e s  o f t h e  la w  o f n a tu r e .

M in o r .—  P a r e n t s  a r e  n a tu r a l l y  p o sse sse d  o f  p a r e n ta l  lo v e 

o f  t h e i r  c h i ld re n , p a t ie n c e  w i th  th e m ,  i n t im a te  a s so c ia t i o n  

w i th  th e m ,  l i v e ly  i n te r e s t  in  th e m ,  a n d  w i th  a l l  t he  o th e r  

q u a l i f i c a t io n s  so  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  c hi ld re n .

3 °  A c c o rd in g  to  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w , th e  e d u c a t io n  o f ch i ld re n  

b e lo n g s  p r o p e r ly  a n d  d i r e c t l y  e i th e r  to  th e  p a r e n ts o r  t o  c iv i l  

s o c ie ty ,  i .e .,  to  th e  S ta te .  B u t  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f ch i ld r e n  d o e s  

n o t  b e lo n g  p r o p e r ly  a n d  d i r e c t l y  t o  c iv i l  so c ie ty . T h e re fo re .

M in o r .—  T h e  n e c e s s i ty  o f e d u c a t io n  a ro s e  w i th  t h e  e s 

ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  c o n ju g a l  so c ie ty , i .e .,  o f t h e  f a m i ly .  B u t  

c o n ju g a l  s o c ie ty  is  a n te r io r  to  c iv i l  s o c ie ty . T h e re fo re .

1072. R igh ts  o f th e  C h u rch  in  e d u c a t io n .— 1° E x is t 

ence o f the r igh ts o f the C hurch in  the education  of ch ild ren.—  a) 

F r o m  th e  p o in t  o f  v ie w  m e re l j  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w , th e  C h u rc h  

h a s  a s  m u c h  r i g h t  a s  a n y  c r e d i ta b le  a s s o c ia t io n ,  o r a s  a n y  in 

d iv id u a l ,  to  u n d e r ta k e ,  w i th  th e  m a n d a te  o r  c o n s e n t o f  th e  

p a r e n ts ,  t h e  w o rk  o f e d u c a t in g  c h i ld re n , in  o r d e r  to  s u p p ly  fo r  

t h e  in su f f ic ie n c y  o f  fa m i l ie s .

F o r  t h e  e x e rc ise  o f  t h i s  r ig h t ,  tw o  c o n d i t io n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  :

1) consent o f the 'parents ;

2) respect fo r  the order required fo r  the com m on good o f c iv il 

society, i .e ., th e r e  m u s t  b e  n o th in g  in  t h e  c h i ld r e n ’s e d u ca t io n  

w h ic h  is  c o n t r a r y  t o  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d .

b) T h e  C h u r c h  e n jo y s  a  sp e c ia l  h isto rica l t i t l e  t o  c o n t r i b u te  

f r e e ly  t o  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f c h i ld re n . F o r  t h e  C h u r c h n o t  o n ly  

a lw a y s  h a d  i t s  o w n  sc h o o ls , b u t  w a s, in  r e a l i t y ,  t he  f o u n d e r  o f 

p o p u la r ,  i .e ., p u b l ic , s c h o o ls ( l ).

c) T h e  r i g h t  t o  e d u c a te  c h i ld re n  b e lo n g s  p r e e m in e n tly  

to  th e  C h u rc h  in  v i r t u e  o f  a  tw o fo ld  t i t l e  o f  t h e  su p e r n a tu r a l

(1) Ot t a v i a n i , In s ti tu tio n e s  J u r is  P u b l ic i  E c c les isa tic i, t . I I ,  p . 226 . 
(E d i t .  l a ) .
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o rd e r , w h ic h  b e lo n g s  e x c lu s iv e ly  to  th e  C h u r c h  a n d  is  s u p e r io r  

t o  a n y  t i t l e  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  o rd e r .

T h e  f i r s t  tit le  is  t h e  s u p re m e  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  te a c h in g  o ff ice 

c o n fe r re d  u p o n  th e  C h u r c h  b y  i t s  D iv in e  F o u n d e r  in  th e s e  

w o rd s  : « A ll p o w e r  is  g iv e n  t o  m e  in  h e a v e n  a n d  in e a r th .  

G o in g  th e re fo re  t e a c h  y e  a l l  n a t i o n s  : b a p t i z in g  the m  in  th e  

n a m e  o f t h e  F a th e r ,  a n d  o f  t h e  S o n , a n d  o f  t h e  H o ly G h o s t .  

T e a c h in g  th e m  to  o b s e rv e  a l l  th in g s  w h a ts o e v e r  I  h av e  c o m 

m a n d e d  y o u  : a n d  b e h o ld  I  a m  w i th  y o u  a l l  d a y s ,  e v en  t o  t h e  

c o n s u m m a t io n  o f t h e  w o r ld  (1).»

T h e  second tit le is t h e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  m o th e rh o o d ,  in  v i r t u e  

o f  w h ic h  th e  C h u rc h ,  s p o t le ss  sp o u s e  o f  C h r is t ,  e n ge n d e rs ,  

n u r tu r e s ,  a n d  e d u c a te s  so u ls  in  th e  d iv in e  l i fe  o f g ra c e  w i th  h e r  

S a c r a m e n ts  a n d  d o c t r in e  (1 2).

T h e re fo re , j u s t  a s  in  t h e  n a t u r a l  o rd e r  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f 

c h i ld re n  b e lo n g s  p r im a r i l y  t o  t h e  p a r e n ts ,  so  in  t he  s u p e r n a tu r a l  

o r d e r  i t  b e lo n g s  p r im a r i l y  to  th e  C h u rc h .

I n  t h e  n a t u r a l  o rd e r ,  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  c h i ld re n  d o es  n o t  

b e lo n g  e x c lu s iv e ly  to  t h e  p a r e n ts ,  b e c a u s e , a s  w e sh a l l  see  la te r ,  

t h e  S ta te  a lso  e n jo y s  c e r ta in  r ig h ts  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  e d u c a t io n  

o f  c h i ld re n .  I n  t h e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  o rd e r , e d u c a t io n  be lo n g s  

e x c lu s iv e ly  to  th e  C h u r c h ,  so  t h a t  te a c h e r s ,  t h e  S ta te ,  a n d  e v e n  

p a r e n ts  a c t  o n ly  a s  t h e  m a n d a ta r i e s  o f t h e  C h u r c h  in  t h e  s p e 

c i f ic a l ly  C h r is t ia n  e d u c a t io n  o f  c h i ld re n .

2 °  E x te n t o f  the r ights o f  the C hurch  in  education.—  a) T h e  

e x te n t  o f  t h e  r ig h ts  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  in  t h e  f ie ld  o f e d u c a t io n  is 

s u c h  a s  to  e m b ra c e  a ll  n a t io n s .

F irst, th e s e  r ig h ts  e x te n d  o v e r  a l l  t h e  F a i th f u l ,  o f w h o m 

th e  C h u r c h ,  a s  a  lo v in g  a n d  w a tc h f u l  m o th e r ,  h a s  t he  t e n d e r  

c a re .

Secondly, t h e y  e x te n d  e v e n  to  in f id e ls , b e c a u s e  a l l  m e n  a re  

c a l le d  b y  G o d  to  a t t a i n  e te r n a l  s a lv a t io n .

b) T h e  p r o p e r  o b je c t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ’s s u p e r n a tu r a l  m iss io n  

is th e  sp e c i f ic a l ly  C h r is t ia n  f o r m a t io n ,  i .e .,  e d u ca t io n ,  o f th e

(1) M a t t . ,  X X V I I I ,  1 8 -2 0 ,
(2) D iv in i  i l l iu s  M a g is t r i ,  3 1  D e c .,  1 9 2 9 .
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c h i ld . B u t ,  s in c e  t h e  C h u r c h  is a  p e r f e c t  so c ie ty , i t  m a y ,  i n 

d e p e n d e n t ly  o f a n y  h u m a n  p o w e r , p a s s  ju d g m e n t  o n  a nd  m a k e  

u se  o f a l l  t h e  m e a n s  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  u s e fu l  fo r  th e  at t a i n m e n t  o f 

th is  e n d . T h e  r ig h ts  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  in  r e g a rd  to  e d uc a t io n ,  

th e r e f o r e ,  e x te n d  to  e v e r y th i n g  w h ic h  is  n e c e ssa ry  o r  u s e fu l  fo r  

C h r is t ia n  e d u c a t io n .  H e n c e  th e s e  r ig h ts  e x te n d  to  in te l le c tu a l ,  

m o ra l , p h y s ic a l ,  a n d  c iv ic  e d u c a t io n ,  in  so f a r  a s  th e s e  h a v e  

re la t io n  to  f a i t h  a n d  m o r a ls .

H e n c e  t h e  C h u r c h  m a y  h a v e  i t s  o w n  schoo ls . I t  h a s  th e  

s u p re m e  r i g h t  o f  w a tc h in g  o v e r  t h e  w h o le  o f th e  e d uc a t io n  o f 

C a th o l ic  c h i ld re n ,  o f t a k i n g  c a r e  t h a t  t h e  e d u c a t ion  p ro v id e d  

b y  p a r e n ts ,  te a c h e r s ,  a n d  t h e  S ta te  is  d ir e c te d  to  th e  s u p e r 

n a tu r a l  e n d , a n d  is  n o t  o p p o s e d  to  C h r is t ia n  f a i th  a n d  m o ra ls .

1073. R igh t s o f t h e  S ta te  in  e d u c a t io n .—  1° C iv i l  so 

c ie ty  is a  n a tu ra l a nd  perfect society whose end is the perfect 

su ffic iency  o f l i fe , i.e ., the com m on  good. C iv i l  so c ie ty  is so m e 

t im e s  c a l le d  th e  S ta te .  B u t  th e  S ta te ,  in  a  s t r i c t  sen se , is o n ly  

a  p a r t  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty ,  n a m e ly ,  t h e  g o v e rn in g  b o d y o f c iv il  

so c ie ty .

2 °  W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  le a r n e d  t h a t  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  c hi ld re n  

b e lo n g s  n a tu r a l l y  a n d  d i r e c t l y  to  th e  p a r e n ts .

T h e  S ta te ,  n e v e r th e le s s ,  h a s  c e r ta in  n a tu r a l  a n d  ind i r e c t  

r ig h ts  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f c h i ld re n .

T h e s e  r ig h ts  a re  c a l l e d  na tu ra l, b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  f o u n d e d  

in  n a tu r e ,  a n d  ind irec t, b e c a u s e  th e y  a re  n o t  d ir e c t l y  c o n c e rn e d  

w i th  e d u c a t io n ,  b u t  w i t h  c o m m o n  g o o d , to  w h ic h  e d u ca t io n  

s h o u ld  b e  d i r e c te d .

H e n c e  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  S ta te  in  t h e  f ie ld  o f e d u c at io n  a re  

p r im a r i ly  s u b s id ia r y ,  a n d  seconda r ily s u p p le m e n ta l .

T h e s e  r ig h ts  a r e  p r im a r i l y  sub sid ia ry , b e c a u se  th e  S ta te  

h a s  a n  o b l ig a t io n  t o  a s s i s t  p a r e n t s  a n d  th e  C h u rc h  in  t h e  e d u c a 

t io n  o f c h i ld re n  ; a n d  t h e y  a r e  s e c o n d a r i ly  supp lem en ta l, b e c a u s e  

th e  S ta te  m a y ,  w h e n  n e c e s s i t y  a r is e s ,  c o m p le te  th e  e d u c a t io n  

o f  c h i ld re n  b y  o p e n in g  s c h o o ls  a n d  in s t i t u t i o n s  o f i t s  o w n .
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3 °  I n  th e  l ig h t  o f t h e  fo r e g o in g  e x p la n a t io n ,  w e  m ay  n o w  

s e t  f o r th  th e  r ig h ts  o f t h e  S ta te  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  

c h i ld re n .

a) The S ta te  has a na tu ra l and  ind irec t r igh t to educate ch il

d ren .—  T h e  S ta te  h a s  a  r i g h t  t o  e d u c a te  c h i ld re n ,  b e c a u se  i t  is 

c h a r g e d  w i th  th e  c a re  o f t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f t h e  m e mb e rs  o f 

c iv i l  s o c ie ty . B u t  th is  r i g h t  is  n a t u r a l  a n d  in d i r ec t .  T h e re fo re  

th e  S ta te  h a s  a  n a t u r a l  a n d  in d i r e c t  r i g h t  to  e d u c ate  c h i ld re n .

M a jo r .—  S in c e  th e  S ta te  is c h a r g e d  w i th  th e  c a re  o f  t h e  

c o m m o n  g o o d , i t  h a s  re c e iv e d  f r o m  n a tu r e  th e  r i g h t  to  d i r e c t  

t o  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  a l l  t h a t  is u s e fu l  a n d  n e c e s s a ry f o r  i t .  B u t  

th e  e d u c a t io n  o f c h i ld re n  is u se f u l  a n d  n e c e s sa ry  fo r  th e  c o m m o n  

g o o d . T h e re fo re .

M in o r .—  T h is  r i g h t  is  n a tu r a l ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  S ta te ,  a s  a  n a t

u r a l  a n d  p e r f e c t  so c ie ty , h a s  re c e iv e d  f r o m  n a t u r e  t h e  r i g h t  

o v e r  a l l  t h a t  is  u se fu l a n d  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  t h e  a t t a in m e n t  o f i ts  

e n d ;  a n d  i t  is  in d i r e c t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  S ta te  is  n o t  di r e c t ly  c o n 

c e rn e d  w i th  e d u c a t io n  in  itse lf, b u t  r a th e r  w i th  e d u c a t io n  in  

view  o f the com m on good.

b) C iv il society has the r igh t and  the d u ty  to protect the anterior 

educa tiona l r ights o f  the fa m i ly .—  C iv il  so c ie ty  h a s  th e  r i g h t  a n d  

d u t y  to  p r o te c t  th e  r ig h ts  p r o p e r  to  th e  f a m i ly . B ut  th e  f a m 

i ly  p o ssesse s  r ig h ts  o f  i t s  o w n  in  r e g a r d  t o  e d u c a tio n  w h ic h  a re  

a n te r io r  to  th e  r ig h ts  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty . T h e re fo re  th e  S ta te  h a s  

t h e  r i g h t  a n d  th e  d u t y  t o  p r o te c t  t h e  a n te r io r  e d u ca t io n a l  r ig h ts  

o f t h e  fa m i ly .

M a jo r .—  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  o r d e r  o f n a tu r e ,  t h e  f a m i ly ,  

j u s t  a s  th e  in d iv id u a l ,  h a s  i t s  o w n  p r o p e r  e n d s  in  so c ie ty , a n d  

th e r e f o r e  p ro p e r  r ig h ts ,  w h ic h  m u s t  b e  s a f e g u a rd e d  in  c iv il  s o c ie ty .

H e n c e  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  t h e  d u t y  to  pr o te c t  

t h e  r ig h ts  p r o p e r  t o  t h e  f a m i ly ,  n o t  a b o l i s h  th e m .

M in o r .—  T h e  e d u c a t io n  o f c h i ld re n ,  w h ic h  is  a n  e n d  p ro p e r 

to  th e  f a m i ly ,  b e lo n g s  p r o p e r ly  a n d  d i r e c t l y  to  th e p a r e n ts ,  a s  

w e h a v e  a l r e a d y  see n .
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c) C iv il society has the r igh t and  the d u ty  to prom ote in  

va rious w a ys the education  and  in s tru c tio n  o f yo u th.—  C iv i l 

s o c ie ty  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  t h e  d u t y  to  p r o m o te  in  v ar io u s  w a y s  

w h a te v e r  m a y  b e  re q u i r e d  fo r  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f t h e  e n d s  p ro p e r  

t o  t h e  f a m i ly .  B u t  t h e  e d u c a t io n  a n d  in s t r u c t i o n  o f y o u th  a re  

r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f a n  e n d  p r o p e r  t o  t h e f a m i ly .  

T h e re fo re  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  t h e  d u t y  t o  p r o m o te  

in  v a r io u s  w a y s  th e  e d u c a t io n  a n d  in s t r u c t i o n  o f  y ou th .

M a jo r .—  T h e  p r o p e r  e n d s  o f t h e  fa m i ly ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  

n a t u r a l  la w , a r e  d i r e c te d  t o  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d , w h ic h is  t h e  e n d  

o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty . H e n c e , i f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  d id  n o t  ha v e  t h e  r i g h t  

a n d  th e  d u t y  to  p r o m o te  in  v a r io u s  w a y s  w h a te v e r  m ay  b e  

r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r  e n d s  o f  th e  f a m i ly ,  

n a t u r e  w o u ld  b e  d e f ic ie n t in  n e c e ss i t ie s .

T h e  m in o r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  a l r e a d y  sa id .

1074. S c h ol ia .—  1° T h e  r ig h ts  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  in  e d u 

c a t io n  a re , a s  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s a id , sub sid ia ry a n d  su p p le 

m enta l.

a) H e n c e  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  h a s  a n  o b l ig a t io n  t o  p r o te c t  ch i l 

d r e n ’s  r ig h ts  to  e d u c a t io n  w h e n  t h e i r  p a r e n ts  a re  fo u n d  w a n t in g  

e i th e r  p h y s ic a l l y  o r  m o ra l ly  in  th is  r e g a rd .

b) I n  l ik e  m a n n e r ,  c iv i l  so c ie ty  h a s  th e  r i g h t  a n d  th e  d u t y  

t o  p r o te c t ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  ru le s  o f  r i g h t  r e a s o n  a n d  o f f a i t h ,  

t h e  m o ra l  a n d  re l ig io u s  e d u c a t io n  o f y o u th  b y  re m o vin g  a n y  

p u b l i c  im p e d im e n ts  t h a t  s t a n d  in  i t s  w a y .

c) B e s id e s , c iv i l  s o c ie ty  s h o u ld  p r o m o te  t h e  e d u c a tio n  o f 

y o u th  b y  e n c o u ra g in g  a n d  a s s is t in g  th e  C h u r c h  a n d  th e  f a m i ly  

in  e d u c a t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  th e m . M o re ov e r ,  if  

t h e  w o rk  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  a n d  f a m i ly  fa l ls  s h o r t  o f  w ha t  is n e c e s 

s a r y ,  i t  m a y  s u p p le m e n t  i t ,  e v e n  b y  f o u n d in g  i t s  o wn  sch o o ls  

a n d  in s t i tu t io n s .

d) F in a l l y ,  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  m a y  o rd e r  a n d  ta k e  m e a s u re s to  

e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  c i t iz e n s  b e  su f f ic ie n t ly  i n s t r u c te d in  t h e i r  c iv ic  

a n d  p o l i t i c a l  d u t ie s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  o b ta in  a  c e r ta in  d e g re e  o f 

p h y s ic a l ,  in te l le c tu a l ,  a n d  m o ra l  c u l tu r e ,  w h ic h ,  in  c o n s id e r a t io n
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of c o n d i t io n s  s u c h  a s  o b ta in  in  o u r  d a y ,  is  r e a l ly  n e c e s s a ry  f o r

th e  c o m m o n  g ood .
»

2 °  C iv i l  s o c ie ty  m a y  re s e rv e  to  i t s e l f  t h e  e s ta b l i sh m e n t  

a n d  d i r e c t io n  o f  s c h o o ls  in te n d e d  fo r  th e  t r a in in g  o f  c a n d id a te s  

f o r  c iv ic  d u t ie s ,  a n d  e s p e c ia l l y  f o r  m i l i t a r y  se rv ic e , p ro v id e d  

t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  v io la te  th e  r i g h t s  p r o p e r  to  th e  Ch u r c h  a n d  to  

t h e  fa m i ly .

3 ° F in a l l y ,  t h e  S ta te  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  to  p ro v id e  civic e d u c a 

t i o n  n o t  o n ly  fo r  i t s  y o u th ,  b u t  a lso  f o r  a l l  a g e s  a n d  c lasse s . 

C iv ic  e d u c a t io n  c o n s is ts  p o s i t i v e ly  in  t h e  p r a c t ic e o f p r e s e n t in g  

p u b l i c l y  a  p ro g r a m  o f  a lm o s t  a l l  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  r e la te d  t o  t h e  e n d  

o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty , a n d  n e g a t i v e ly  in  t h e  s u p p re s s io n o f  w h a t  is 

o p p o s e d  to  th is  e n d ^ ) .

1075. M onopo ly  o f ins t r u c t io n . —  1° P re lim in a r ies . —

a) M o n o p o ly  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  c o n s is ts  in  t h e  e x c lu s iv e  pr iv i le g e  

w h ic h  th e  S ta te  re s e rv e s  to  i ts e l f  o f  o p e n in g  sc h o ols , o r  o f  b in d 

in g  p a r e n ts  b y  la w  to  s e n d  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  t o  S ta te  sch o o ls .

M o n o p o ly  o f i n s t r u c t i o n  e x is ts  a lso  in  th e  c a se  in  w h ic h  

th e  S ta te  m o ra l l y ,  t h o u g h  n o t  le g a l ly , fo rc e s  p a r e nts  to  s e n d  

t h e i r  c h i ld re n  to  S ta te  sc h o o ls , v .g .,  b y  sh o w in g  fa v o r  o n ly  to  

S ta te  sch o o ls , a n d  b y  im p o s in g  v e x a t io u s  o b l ig a t io ns  u p o n  p r i 

v a te  sch o o ls , a n d  b y  d e p r iv in g  th e m  o f  t h e i r  r ig h t fu l  su b s id e s .

b) M o n o p o ly  o f i n s t r u c t i o n  is  a d v o c a te d  b y  R a t io n a l i s ts  

a n d  b y  a l l  w h o  d e n y  t h a t  p a r e n ts  h a v e  n a t u r a l  a n d  di r e c t  

r ig h ts  o v e r  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  t h e i r  c h i ld re n .

T h e r e  a re  so m e , h o w e v e r , w h o , m a k in g  a  d is t in c t io n  b e 

tw e e n  education a n d  in s truc tio n , h o ld  t h a t  t h e  r ig h ts  o f e d u c a 

t io n  b e lo n g  to  th e  p a r e n ts ,  a n d  t h e  r ig h ts  o f  i n s t ru c t i o n  to  th e  

c iv i l  a u th o r i t y .  B u t  th i s  c o n te n t io n  is  fa ls e , b e c au s e  i n s t r u c 

t io n  a ) is a  p a r t ,  a n d  n o t  th e  l e a s t  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t,  o f  e d u c a 

t i o n ;  6) is  th e  p r in c ip a l  m e a n s  o f  e d u c a t io n .

2 °  I n  the ligh t o f  the fo rego ing  observations, w e  m a y  n o w  

p ro v e  th e  p ro p o s i t io n  w h ic h  fo l lo w s . 1

(1) D iv in i  i l l iu s  M  g is tr i.
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M ono po ly  o f ins tru c tio n  is  a direct v io la tion  o f the na tu ra l 

and  d irect r igh ts o f  pa ren ts over the education  o f  the ir  ch ildren.

1) P a r e n t s ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w , h a v e  a  d ir e c t  

r i g h t  a n d  d u t y  to  e d u c a te  t h e i r  c h i ld re n , a n d  th e refo re  th e y  

h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  to  d e te r m in e  th e  m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  t h e ir  c h i l 

d r e n ’s e d u c a t io n  m a y  b e  c o m p le te d ,  a n d  o f  c h o o s in g  te a c h e r s  a s  

m a n d a ta r i e s  t o  w h o m  i t  is  e n t r u s te d .  B u t  m o n o p o ly  of i n 

s t r u c t i o n  d e p r iv e s  p a r e n ts  o f t h e  r i g h t  to  d e te r m ine  t h e  m e a n s  

b y  w h ic h  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n ’s e d u c a t io n  m a y  b e  c o m p le ted ,  a n d  a lso  

o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f c h o o s in g  te a c h e r s ,  fo r  t h e y  a r e  d e nie d  t h e  r i g h t  o f 

o p e n in g  sch o o ls . T h e r e f o r e  m o n o p o ly  o f i n s t r u c t i o n  is a  d i r e c t  

v io la t io n  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  a n d  d i r e c t  r ig h ts  o f  p a r e nt s  o v e r  th e  

e d u c a t io n  o f t h e i r  c h i ld re n .

M a jo r .—  E d u c a t i o n  is  th e  p r o p e r  e n d  o f  t h e  f a m i ly  l i v in g  

in  so c ie ty .

The m ino r is  se l f -e v id e n t.

2) M o n o p o ly  o f i n s t r u c t i o n  is  a  v io la t io n  o f t h e  r ig h ts  o f  

t h e  C h u rc h ,  fo r  th e  C h u rc h  re c e iv e d  f r o m  i t s  D iv in e F o u n d e r  

t h e  m is s io n  o f te a c h in g  a l l  n a t io n s ,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  i t  h a s ,  b y  

d iv in e  o rd in a t io n ,  th e  r i g h t  to  o p e n  sch o o ls .

1076. N eu tra l sc h o ols .—  T h e  n e u t r a l  o r  la y  sc h o o l is  

a  sc h o o l f r o m  w h ic h  is  e x c lu d e d  a l l  re l ig io u s  in s t ru c t i o n ,  a t  le a s t  

a l l  c o n fe ss io n a l  re l ig io u s  in s t r u c t i o n ,  a s  i t  is  c al le d .

T h is  k in d  o f  s c h o o l  is  v e r y  d a n g e r o u s  a n d  m u s t  b e  av o id e d .

I n  t h e  f i r s t  p la c e , n e u tra li ty is im p o ss ib le . F o r  th e  s i le n c e  

o f t h e  sc h o o l in  r e g a r d  to  G o d  a n d  re l ig io u s  d u t ie s is  t a n t a m o u n t  

to  a  d e n ia l  o f  t h e  s u p re m e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  re l ig io n , w h ic h  is  n e 

c e s s a r i ly  r e g a r d e d  a s  s o m e th in g  s e c o n d a ry  a n d  e n t i re ly  o p t io n a l .  

M o re o v e r , e x p e r ie n c e  h a s  c le a r ly  sh o w n  t h a t  t h e  n e ut r a l  sch o o l 

e i th e r  is  o r  w il l b e c o m e  h o s t i le  to  re l ig io n .

S e c o n d ly , t h e  n e u t r a l  s c h o o l , in  m a in ta in in g  s i le n ce  a b o u t  

G o d , W h o  is  t h e  u l t im a te  e n d  o f  a l l  e d u c a t io n ,  d e s tr o y s  t h e  v e ry  

n a t u r e  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  in te r f e re s  w i th  th e  s u p re m e  r ig h ts  a n d  

d u t ie s  o f  p a r e n ts ,  w h o  a r e  u n d e r  o b l ig a t io n  to  p r o vid e  f o r  th e
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re l ig io u s  e d u c a t io n  o f t h e i r  c h i ld r e n ,  a n d  w i th  t h e r ig h ts  o f 

c h i ld re n ,  w h o  h a v e  a  r i g h t  t o  re l ig io u s  e d u c a t io n .  M o re o v e r ,  

i t  is s u b v e r s iv e  o f t h e  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  a ll  m o r a l i t y,  s in c e  th e r e  

c a n  b e  n o  m o r a l i t y  w i th o u t  re l ig io n .

W e  d e n y  t h a t  a  sc h o o l c a n  b e  n o n -c o n fe ss io n a l , a n d  t h a t  i t  

c a n  te a c h  c e r ta in  c o m m o n  p r in c ip le s  in  r e g a r d  to  G od  a n d  r e l i 

g io n . S u c h  a  sc h o o l c a n n o t  e x is t  in  p ra c t i c e ;  i t  is b o u n d  to  

b e c o m e  ir re l ig io u s . F o r  to  t e a c h  c e r ta in  c o m m o n  p r in c ip le s  o f 

re l ig io n  a n d  to  b e  s i le n t  a b o u t  o th e r s  is  t a n t a m o u nt  to  te a c h in g  

p u p i ls  t h a t  th e  c o m m o n  p r in c ip le s  a r e  n e c e s s a ry  a n d t h a t  a l l  

o th e r s  a re  o p t io n a l .  T h is ,  o f c o u rse ,  is  t h e  p e rn icio u s  e r r o r  of 

d o g m a t ic  in d i f fe re n t i sm .

A g a in , w e  m a y  n o t  a d m i t  t h a t  su f f ic ie n t p ro v is io n  is m a d e  

fo r  re l ig io u s  e d u c a t io n  w h e n  re l ig io n  is  t a u g h t  in  s c h o o l a f te r  

s c h o o l  h o u rs , o r  in  th e  h o m e  b y  t h e  p a r e n ts ,  o r  in  t h e  c h u rc h .  

F o r ,  in  th is  c ase , re l ig io n  a g a in  a p p e a r s  a s  s o m e thin g  o f  se c o n d 

a r y  im p o r ta n c e  a n d  o p t io n a l ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a s  s e p a ra ble  f r o m  th e  

o th e r  s u b je c ts  o f t h e  sc h o o l c u r r i c u lu m ;  a n d  i t  w o uld  a p p e a r  

a s  if  re l ig io u s  t r u t h s  o u g h t  n o t  t o  i l l u m in a te  a l l  fo rm s  o f  k n o w l

e d g e  a n d  p e r m e a te  a l l  a d o le s c e n t  t r a in in g .

F in a l l y ,  t h e  n e u t r a l  s c h o o l  is o p p o s e d  to  th e  r ig h ts  o f th e  

C h u rc h ,  w h ic h  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  t h e  d u t y  t o  p ro v id e f o r  th e  

re l ig io u s  e d u c a t io n  o f b a p t i z e d  c h i ld r e n  e v e n  in  t he  sc h o o ls ;  a n d ,  

a s  e x p e r ie n c e  e v e r y w h e re  h a s  c le a r ly  sh o w n , i t  le a ds  to  s p i r i tu a l  

a n d  m o ra l  ru in .

1077. L iberty  o f th e  sc h o ol .—  1° M o n o p o ly  of i n s t r u c 

t i o n ,  a s  w e h a v e  se e n , is u n ju s t  a n d  u n la w fu l .  H e n ce  th e  S ta te  

m u s t  a v o id  e v e r y th in g  w h ic h  le a d s  t o  m o n o p o ly  of i ns t r u c t i o n ,  

a n d  m u s t  re c o g n iz e  t h e  t r u e  l i b e r t y  o f t h e  sch o o l.

2 °  L i b e r t y  o f  t h e  sc h o o l c o m p r is e s  th r e e  e le m e n ts :

a) the power o f pa ren ts and  o f the C hurch to erect their ow n 

schools and in s t i tu t io n s, or, as they are called, p riva te (separa te) 

schools and in s ti tu tio n s ;

b) the sup p ression  o f  a ll restr ic tions on the pub lic  effects o f 

in s tru c tio n  given in  these schools and  in s ti tu tio n s;
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c) a p roportionate  d is tr ib u t io n  o f educationa l subsid ies.

3 °  T h e  f i r s t  e le m e n t,  i .e ., th e  p o w e r  o f  e r e c t in g  pr i v a te  

sc h o o ls , d e r iv e s  f r o m  th e  r ig h ts  o f p a r e n ts  a n d  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  

in  e d u c a t io n .

4 °  T h e  s e c o n d  e le m e n t  c o n s is ts  in  g iv in g  th e  s a m e  va lu e  

a n d  p u b l i c  re c o g n it io n  to  d ip lo m a s  a n d  a c a d e m ic  d e gre e s  o b ta in 

e d  in  p r i v a te  sch o o ls  a s  a re  g iv e n  to  th o s e  o b ta in ed  in  S ta te  

sch o o ls .

I f  th is  is n o t  d o n e ,

a) t h e  S ta te  sc h o o l b e c o m e s , a t  le a s t  in  p r a c t i c e ,  o bl ig a 

t o r y  o n  a l l ;  a n d  th is , o f  c o u rse ,  is a  v io la t io n  o f t h e  r ig h ts  o f 

b o th  p a r e n ts  a n d  t h e  C h u r c h ;

b) th e  c o m p e te n c e  a n d  e ff ic ie n c y  o f t e a c h e r s  in  p r i v ate  

sch o o ls , w h o  a re  o n  a  p a r  in  a b i l i t y ,  t r a in in g ,  a n d a c a d e m ic  

d e g re e s  w i th  te a c h e rs  in  S ta te  sc h o o ls , a r e  n o t  g ive n  j u s t  re c o g 

n i t io n ,  i .e .,  t e a c h ë r s  in  p r i v a t e  sc h o o ls  a r e  c la ssi f ie d  a s  in fe r io r  

in  c o m p e te n c e  a n d  e ff ic ie n c y  to  te a c h e r s  in  S ta te  sc h o o ls  ;

c) t h e  p u p i l s  o f p r i v a te  sc h o o ls  a re , in  c o n se q u e n ce , d e 

p r iv e d  o f t h e  re c o g n it io n  a n d  a d v a n ta g e s  a c c o rd e d  pu p i ls  o f 

p u b l i c  s ch o o ls .

T h e  c iv ic  a u th o r i t y ,  h o w e v e r , m a y  r e q u i r e  p u p i l s  o f b o th  

p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a te  sch o o ls  to  p a ss  Sta te  e xa m in a tio n s b e fo re  

a d m is s io n  t o  u n iv e r s i t ie s  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r le a r n in g , o r  

b e fo re  b e g in n in g  p r a c t ic e  in  th e  p ro fe ss io n s .

5 °  T h e  th i r d  e le m e n t  is th e  j u s t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  e du c a t io n a l  

su b s id ie s .

T h is  e le m e n t  is  n e c e s sa ry ,  f o r  i f  t h e  S t a t e  d id  n o t m a k e  a  

j u s t  d is t r i b u t i o n  o f  e d u c a t io n a l  s u b s id ie s , i t  w o u ld  u n ju s t l y  d is 

c o u ra g e  p r i v a te  i n i t ia t i v e ,  a n d  w o u ld  fa i l  in  i t s  du t y  o f d i s t r i b 

u t i v e  ju s t i c e  to w a r d s  all  i t s  c i t iz e n s  0 ) .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. D e f in e  e d u c a t io n , a n d  p ro v e  t h a t  th e  e d u c a t io n  of ch ild re n  b e lo n g s 
p ro p er ly  a n d  d ir e c t ly  to  th e  p a re n ts . 1

(1) Ot t a v j a n i , o p. c i t. , p p . 2 2 8 -2 3 1 .
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2 . N ame  a n d  e x p lain  t h e  ti t l es  by  w h ich  e d u c a tio n  be lo n gs to  th e  C h u rch .

3 . W h a t are th e  r ig h ts  o f th e  S ta te  in  reg a rd  to  edu c a t io n . E x pla in  
w h y  th es e  r ig h ts  a re  p r im a r i ly  su b s id ia ry ,  a n d  s e c o n d a ri ly  su p p le m e n ta l.

4 . S ta te  w h a t  is  m e a n t  by  m o n o p o ly  o f  ins t r u c t io n ,  a n d  ex p lain  w h y  
i t  is  a v iola t io n  o f t h e  r ig h t s o f  p a re n ts  a n d  o f  th e  C h u rch .

5 . W h a t  d o  y o u  u n der sta n d  by  th e  n eu tr a l  sc h o ol  ? D o  y o u  a p p r o ve 
o f  th is  ty p e  o f  sc h o ol  ? G iv e  reaso n s fo r  y o u r  a n sw e r .

6 . W h a t  elem ents  a re req u ired  fo r  l ib e r ty  o f  t h e  sc h o ol  ? E x p la in .



A P P E N D I X

H E R I L E  S O C I E T Y

1078. Slavery  in  A r i s to tle .—  1° H e r i le  s o c ie ty ,  a c c o r d 

in g  to  A r is to t le , is  t h e  u n io n  o f m a s te r  a n d  s la v e  in  d o m e s t ic  

s o c ie ty .

H e r i le  s o c ie ty  is  r e g a r d e d  b y  A r is to t le  a s  n a tu r a l , in  a s  

m u c h  a s  i t  n a tu r a l l y  b e f i ts  so m e  to  se rv e ,  a n d  o th er s  t o  ru le . 

M o re o v e r ,  h e  m a in ta in s  t h a t  s la v e ry  is n e c e s sa ry  f or  th e  h o m e .

2 °  T h e  s la v e  is  d e f in e d  b y  A r is to t le :  a m a n  ex is tin g  as a 

separate, active, and  an im a ted  im p le m en t o f  another m a n (1>.

a ) Im p le m en t, i .e .,  a  k in d  o f i n s t r u m e n t .

h) A n im a ted : t h u s  th e  s la v e  is d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  in a n i 

m a te  in s t r u m e n ts .

c) A ctive, in  a s  m u c h  a s  th e  s la v e ’s d u t y  is c o n c e rn e d  w ith  

actions, n o t  w i th  fa c tio n s , i .e .,  th e  m a k in g o f th in g s . F o r  th e  

s la v e  se rv e s  d o m e s t ic  l i fe . T h u s  th e  s la v e  is  d is t in g u is h e d  

f r o m  th e  a r t i f i c e r , w h o  is a  f a c t i v e  a n im a te d  in s t ru m e n t .

d) O f another m an : t h u s  th e  s la v e  is  d is t in g u is h e d  f ro m  

th e  f r e e  m a n , t h e  d o m e s t ic  s e r v a n t ,  w h o , n o t  a s  t h e p o sse ss io n  

o f t h e  f a m i ly ,  b u t  o f  h is  f re e  w il l , o r  h i r e d  o n  w ag e s , g iv e s  h is  

se rv ic e s  in  th e  f a m i ly .

e) Separa te: a  s la v e  is  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  a  p a r t  o f  a n o th e r  

w h ic h  is  n o t  a  s e p a r a te  p a r t ,  a s  t h e  h a n d .

/ )  M a n  exis ting : t h e  s la v e  is  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  i r r a t i o n a l  a n i 

m a ls , w h ic h  a re  s e p a r a te  p o sse ss io n s .

H e n c e , a c c o rd in g  t o  A r is to t le ,  t h e  s la v e ,  t h o u g h  the  p r o p 

e r t y  o f th e  m a s te r ,  r e ta in s  h is  h u m a n  d ig n i ty ,  a n d , u n d e r  a  c e r 

t a i n  a s p e c t ,  is s u p e r io r  to  th e  a r t i f i c e r .  F o r ,  w h ere a s  t h e  d u t y  o f
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th e  a r t i f i c e r  is  c o n c e rn e d  w ith /a c t io n .? ,  i .e .,  t h e m a k in g  o f th in g s ,  

th e  d u t y  o f t h e  s la v e  is  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  actions.

M o re o v e r , s la v e ry  is  a  g o o d  fo r  t h e  s la v e , in  a s  m uc h  a s  h e  

is  r u le d  b y  a  s u p e r io r ,  i .e .,  b y  a  m a s te r .

S la v e ry , a s  c o n c e iv e d  b y  A r is to t le ,  d o e s  n o t  e x is t  t o d a y .

1079. D omest ic  se rv a n ts .—  T h e  d o m e s t ic  s e r v a n t  is  

n o t  a  s la v e , b u t  a  p e rs o n  w h o  re c e iv e s  w a g e s  f o r  serv ic e s  g iv e n  

in  d o m e s t ic  so c ie ty .

T h e  d o m e s t ic  s e r v a n t ,  in  s e r v in g  in  d o m e s t ic  so c ie ty , e n 

jo y s  a  c e r ta in  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  th e  l i fe  o f  t h e  f a mi ly ,  a n d  w o rk s  

fo r  t h e  e n d  o f  d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty . •

H e n c e , u n d e r  th is  a s p e c t ,  t h e  d u t y  o r  f u n c t io n  o f th e  s e r 

v a n t  is  n o b le r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  a r t i f i c e r ,  w h o , a s  su c h , is  c o n 

c e r n e d  o n ly  w i th  t h e  m a k in g o f  m a te r ia l  th in g s .

T h e re fo re  th e  d o m e s t ic  s e r v a n t  h a s  a  sp e c ia l  r i g h t  t o  p r o 

te c t io n  f r o m  th e  h e a d  o f  t h e  f a m i ly , a n d  t o  k in d n e ss  f ro m  th e  

w h o le  fa m i ly .

E n d  o f  E c o n o m i c s
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IN T R O D U C T IO N

1080. N o t io n  o f Po l i t ic s .—  P o l i t i c s  is  t h e  p a r t  o f  M o ra l  

P h i l o s o p h y  w h ic h  t r e a t s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o r  c iv i l  so c iety .

P o l i t i c s  is  d e f in e d : the 'practical science w hich considers h u 

m a n  acts as directed to the com m on good o f  c iv il society; o r , the 

science w hich deals w ith  m a n  in  h is  li fe  in  c iv il society.

T h e  m a ter ia l object o f  P o l i t i c s  is  h u m a n  a c ts .

I t s  fo rm a l object « quod )) is h u m a n  a c ts  a s  d i r e c te d  to  th e  

e n d  o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty , i .e . ,  to  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d .

I t s  fo rm a l object « quo )) is  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d , i .e . ,  t h e  e n d  

o f c iv i l  so c ie ty .

S in c e  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d , i .e ., t h e  p e r f e c t  su f f ic ie n cy  o f l i fe , 

is  sp e c i f ic a l ly  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  th e  e n d  o f  in d iv id u a l m a n  a n d  f r o m  

th e  e n d  o f  d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty ,  P o l i t i c s  a s  a  sc ie n c e  is  sp e c i f ic a l ly  

d i s t i n c t  f r o m  M o n a s t ic s  a n d  f r o m  E c o n o m ic s .

M o re o v e r ,  s in c e  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  is  t h e  g r e a te s t  o f  a ll  

h u m a n  g o o d s , P o l i t i c s  is th e  p r in c ip a l  p a r t  o f M o ral  P h i l o s o p h y , 

a n d  is  w isd o m  in  th e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c es , j u s t  a s  M e 

ta p h y s ic s  is w isd o m  in  t h e  o rd e r  o f  t h e  s p e c u la t iv e sc ie n ce s .

1081. D iv isio n  o f Po l i t ic s .—  P o l i t i c s  is sp e c i f ic a l ly  a n d  

n u m e r ic a l ly  a  s in g le  sc ie n c e , f o r  i t  c o n s id e rs  h u m an  a c ts  as  

d i r e c te d  t o  o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  e n d , n a m e ly ,  t h e  p e r fec t  su f f ic ie n c y  

o f l i fe , i .e ., t h e  n a t u r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f t h is  l i fe . W e  d iv id e  i t  in to  

th r e e  b o o k s .

I n  t h e  f i r s t  b o o k , w e  sh a l l  d e a l  w i th  th e  c a u se s  o f c iv i l  

so c ie ty , a n d  w i th  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y ,  w h ic h  is  a  p o w e r w h ic h  n e 

c e s s a r i ly  r e s u l ts  f r o m  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  so c ie ty .
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I n  th e  se c o n d  b o o k , w e  s h a l l  t r e a t  o f  t h e  r e s to r a t io n  o f 

s o c ie ty , a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  s o u n d  p h i los o p h y  a n d  th e  

d o c t r in e  o f t h e  C h u rc h .

I n  th e  t h i r d  b o o k ,  w e  s h a l l  d is c u s s  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f t h e  r e la 

t io n s  b e tw e e n  d i f f e r e n t so c ie t ie s . I n  t h i s  b o o k , w e s h a l l  d e a l  

w i th  t h e  r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  c iv i l  s o c ie t ie s  a s  p a r t s o f  i n t e r n a 

t io n a l  so c ie ty , a n d  w ith  th e  r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  c iv il  s o c ie ty  a n d  

t h e  C h u rc h .

T h e re fo re  o u r  d iv is io n  o f  P o l i t i c s  is  a s  fo l lo w s :

B o o k I : C a u se s  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty .

B o o k I I : R e s to r a t io n  o f so c ie ty .

B o o k I I I : R e la t io n  b e tw e e n  so c ie t ie s .



B O O K  I

Causes o f  c iv il soc ie ty

P ro lo g u e .—  S in c e  t h e  e n d  is t h e  p r in c ip le  in  p r a c t i c a l  

s c ie n c e s , o u r  f i r s t  c o n s id e r a t io n  w il l  c o n c e rn  t h e  e n d  o f c iv i l  

s o c ie ty ;  a n d ,  h a v in g  d e te r m in e d  t h e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  soc ie ty , w e  

s h a l l  s tu d y  i t s  o r ig in . T h is  w il l b e  t h e  w o rk  o f t he  f i r s t  c h a p te r .  

I n  th e  se c o n d  c h a p te r ,  w e  t r e a t  o f  t h e  m a te r ia l  c a use  o f  c iv i l  

s o c ie ty . I n  th e  t h i r d  c h a p te r ,  w e  s h a l l  d e a l  w i th  civ i l  a u t h o r 

i ty .  H e n c e  th is  b o o k  w ill c o n ta in  t h e  fo l lo w in g  c h ap te r s :

C h a p t e r  I .  E n d  a n d  o r ig in  o f c iv i l  so c ie ty .

C h a p t e r  I I .  M a te r ia l  c a u s e  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty .

C h a p t e r  I I I .  C iv i l  a u th o r i t y .



C H A P T E R  I

E N D  A N D  O R IG IN  O F  C IV IL  S O C IE T Y

P ro lo g u e .—  T h e r e  w il l  b e  tw o  a r t ic le s  in  th i s  c h a p te r .

E n d  o f c iv il  so c ie ty

S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  q u e s t io n
O p in io n s
T h es is :  C iv i l s o c ie ty  is  d ir e c te d  to  a n  en d ;  an d 

th is  en d  is t h e  te m p o r a l h a p p in e ss 
o f th is  l i fe  a s d ir e c te d  to  a d iv in e 
g o o d

S c h o lia

O r ig in  o f c iv il  so c ie ty

S ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n 
Q p in io n s o f  a d v er sa r ie s
T h es is :  M a n  is  b o u n d  b y  h is  n a tu r e , i .e . ,  b y 

1 G o d , t h e  a u th o r  o f  n a tu re , t o  l iv e
in  s o c ie t y 

I H is to r ic a l c a u se s o f  c iv il  s o c ie ty
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1082. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u es t io n .—  1° C iv i l  s o c ie ty ,  

c a l le d  th e  S ta te  b y  t h e  a n c ie n ts ,  is  p o l i t i c a l  s o c ie ty , a n d  m a y  b e  

d e f in e d :  the perfect na tu ra l society (1) .

I t  is  c a l le d  a  n a tu ra l s o c ie ty ,  b e c a u s e  i t  is  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  

d e s ig n  o f n a tu r e ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  i t  o w e s i t s  e s ta b l i s hm e n t  t o  m e n  

a c t in g  u n d e r  th e  im p u ls e  o f n a t u r e ;  i t  is  c a l le d  a  perfect s o c ie ty ,  

b e c a u s e  i t s  e n d  is a  p e r f e c t  g o o d , n a m e ly ,  t h e  p e r fe c t  su f f ic ie n c y  

o f l i fe , i .e .,  h a p p in e s s .

2 °  M a n ’s h a p p in e s s  is  o f  tw o  k in d s :  na tu ra l, w h ic h  is  th e  

te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f  t h is  l i fe , a n d  sup ern a tu ra l, w h ic h  c o n s is ts  

in  th e  b e a t i f ic  v is io n .

M a n  c a n n o t  a t t a i n  s u p e r n a tu r a l  h a p p in e s s  u n le ss  h e  l iv e s  

in , i .e .,  is a  m e m b e r  o f, t h e  C h u r c h  f o u n d e d  b y  o u r S a v io r  J e s u s  

C h r is t .  T h e  C h u r c h  is a  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty ,  f o r  i t s  e nd  is a  p e r f e c t  

g o o d , t h e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  o f  a l l  g o o d s .

H e n c e  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  m a y  b e  d e s c r ib e d :  the m ost perfect o f 

all hu m a n  societies (1 2).

I t  is  d e s c r ib e d  a s  m ost perfect, b e c a u s e  a ll  o th e r  h u m a n  

so c ie t ie s , a s  d o m e s t ic  s o c ie ty ,  c o m m e rc ia l  a n d  in d us t r i a l  so c ie 

t ie s , a n d  t h e  v a r io u s  a s s o c ia t io n s  a r e  p a r t s  o f  c ivi l  s o c ie ty .

M o re o v e r , i t  is  s a id  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  o f  a ll  h u m a n 

so c ie t ie s , b e c a u s e  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  a  s o c ie ty  s e t  up  a c c o rd in g  to  

h u m a n  re a so n ,  a n d  t h u s  is  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  C h u rc h , w h ic h  is 

a  s o c ie ty  f o u n d e d  a n d  e s ta b l is h e d  by God.

(1 ) I n  P o l i t ic . ,  1. I ,  1. 1.
(2 ) I n  P o l i t ic . ,  P ro lo g u s s . T h o m a e .
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3 °  I n  th e  th e s is ,  f i r s t ,  w e  sh a l l  p ro v e  t h a t  c iv i l  so c ie ty  

w a s i n s t i t u te d  f o r  a n  e n d ;  a n d ,  se c o n d ly , w e  s h a l l  p r o v e  t h a t  

th is  e n d  is  th e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f t h i s  l i fe .

T h e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f t h i s  l i fe  c o n ta in s  tw o  e le m e n ts :  

l i fe , a n d  a  good life , i .e .,  a  l i fe  con sistin g  in  the practice o f  the 

virtues.

H e n c e  th e  te m p o ra l  h a p p in e s s  o f t h is  l i fe  c o n s is ts  p r in c ip a l ly  

in  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f v i r t u e ,  a n d  in s t r u m e n ta l l y  in  tho s e  b o d i l y  

a n d  e x te r n a l  g o o d s , t h e  u se  o f  w h ic h  is  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  a  l i fe  o f 

v i r t u e  (1) .

4 °  A l th o u g h  h u m a n  h a p p in e s s  is  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  of 

a l l  h u m a n  g o o d s , i t  is n o t ,  n e v e r th e le s s ,  m a n ’s a b so lu te ly  u l t i 

m a te  e n d ,  w h ic h  is  t h e  d iv in e  g o o d .

T h e  d iv in e  g o o d , a s  w e  c o n s id e r  i t  in  t h e  th e s is , is G o d , as  

H e  is , f r o m  th e  n a t u r a l  p o in t  o f v ie w  o n ly , t h e  u l tim a te  e n d  o f 

a l l  h u m a n  a c ts ,  a n d  a lso  a s  H e  is t h e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  e n d ,  a t t a i n 

a b le  in  H im se l f ,  in  t h e  b e a t i f i c  v is io n . W e  s ta t e  in  t h e  th e s is  

t h a t  th e  e n d  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  t h e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f th is  

l i fe  a s  d i r e c te d  t o  th e  d iv in e  g o o d  c o n s id e re d  a s  th e  n a t u r a l  a n d  

s u p e r n a tu r a l  e n d .

1083. O p in io n s .—  1° S o m e  d e n y  t h a t  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  h a s  

a  n a t u r a l  e n d , i .e .,  is  d i r e c te d  to  a n  e n d  d e te r m ine d  b y  n a tu r e .

a) A g n o s t ic s  a n d  P o s i t i v i s ts  t e a c h  t h a t  c iv i l  s o c ie ty h a s  

n o  f in a l  c a u se , o r  a t  l e a s t  n o  f in a l  c a u s e  o f  w h ic h w e  c a n  h a v e  

c e r ta in  k n o w le d g e .

T h is  o p in io n  is  h e ld  a lso  b y  th e  E v o lu t io n is t s ,  a s  S p e n c e r , 

w h o  c o n s id e r  t h e  battle fo r  existence a s  th e  e x p la n a t io n  o f a ll  

so c ia l  c o n d i t io n s .

b) H a l le r  a n d  F o u i l lé e  c la im  t h a t  t h e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty  is 

t h e  sa m e  a s  th e  e n d  o f  t h e  p r i v a te  so c ie t ie s  o f  w h ic h  i t  is  c o n s t i 

t u t e d .

(1) S in c e  i t  is t h e  en d  o f s o c ie ty  to  m a ke  m a n  b e t ter ,  t h e  chie f  good 
s o c ie ty  ca n  po s se ss  is  v ir tu e . N e v e r th eles s,  in  a ll w e l l -co ns t i tu te d  S ta te s 
i t  is  in  n o  w ise a m a t te r  o f  sm al l  m om e n t  to  p ro v id e  those  b o d il y  a n d  ex tern a l  
com m od it ies,  « th e  u se  o f  w h ich  is n e c e ssa r y  t o  v ir tu o u s  a c t io n  ».—  R e ru m 
N o va ru m .—-  D iv in i  R e d em p to r is , n . 7 5 .
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c) M o n te s q u ie u  h o ld s  t h a t  e a c h  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  h a s  a  p ro p e r  

a n d  sp e c ia l  e n d  o f i t s  o w n  c h o ic e ; v .g . , t h e  e n d  o f t h e  S p a r ta n  

S ta te  is  w a r ;  o f  A th e n s , c u l tu r e ;  o f  E n g la n d ,  p o l i ti c a l  l i b e r t y ;  

o f th e  J e w is h  n a t io n ,  r e l ig io n ; o f t h e  k in g d o m s  o f R o m e  a n d  

C a r th a g e ,  w o r ld  d o m in a t io n .

2 °  O th e rs  r e s t r i c t  t h e  e n d  o f c iv i l  so c ie ty .

а )  T h e  a d h e r e n ts  o f m a te r ia l i s m  h o ld  t h a t  th e  c o m m on  

g o o d , i .e . ,  t h e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty , c o n s is ts  in  ma te r ia l  g o o d s .

б) K a n t ,  c o n s id e r in g  t h a t  l i b e r t y ,  w h ic h  h e  c o n fo u nd s  w i th  

m o ra l  in d e p e n d e n c e , is  s o m e th in g  a lm o s t  d iv in e  to  wh ic h  a ll  

e lse  m u s t  b e  s u b je c t ,  r e s t r i c t s  t h e  s u p re m e  d u t y  o f th e  S ta te  to  

t h e  m e re  p r o te c t io n  o f l i b e r t y ,  i .e .,  to  th e  e s ta b li s h in g  o f c o n 

d i t io n s  u n d e r  w h ic h  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  o n e  p e rs o n  is  m ad e  c o m p a t 

ib le  w i th  t h e  e x te r n a l  l i b e r t y  o f  a l l  o th e rs .

c) T h e  a d v o c a te s  o f  L ib e ra l is m  im a g in e  t h a t  th e  l i be r t y  o f 

m a n  l i v in g  in  s o c ie ty  te n d s  t o  w h a t  is  b e s t .  H e n c e  t h e y  h o ld  

t h a t  t h e  e n d  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is t h e  p r o te c t io n  o f p r i v a te  r ig h ts  

f r o m  w h ic h  p e a c e  a n d  h a r m o n y  r e s u l t .  T h is  is  th e  o pin io n  o f 

Q u e s n a y  a n d  A d a m  S m ith .

C e r ta in  C a th o l i c s  f a v o r  t h i s  o p in io n  in  so m e  m e a s u re .  

B u t ,  in  d o in g  so , t h e y  a re  c o n c e rn e d  o n ly  w i th  th e  e n d  w h ic h  is  

th e  fo rm  o f so c ie ty .

d) C e r ta in  M o d e r n s  h o ld  t h a t  th e  i n s t i n c t  o f  t h e  ra c e is 

t h e  f i r s t  so u rc e  a n d  t h e  s u p re m e  ru le  o f  t h e  w h o le  ju r i d ic a l  

o rd e r .  H e n c e  t h e y  r e s t r i c t  t h e  e n d  o f c iv i l  so c ie ty t o  th e  d e 

v e lo p m e n t  o f t h e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  t h e  ra c e .

3 °  O th e rs  e x a g g e ra te  t h e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty , e i t he r  b y  

c o n s id e r in g  i t  a s  a n  a b s o lu te  e n d  n o t  d i r e c te d  to  Go d  a s  t o  i ts  

u l t im a te  e n d , o r , r e je c t i n g  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w , in  h o ld in g  t h a t  c iv i l  

s o c ie ty  is  th e  so le  so u rc e  o r  p r in c ip le  o f a l l  i n d iv id u a l  a n d  d o 

m e s t ic  r ig h ts .

a) M o d e r n  P a n th e is t s ,  a s  S c h e l l in g  a n d  H e g e l, te a c h  th a t  

c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  th e  u l t im a te  t e r m  o f th e  e v o lu t io n o f t h e  D e i ty .  

D u r k h e im  fa v o rs  th is  o p in io n  t o  so m e  d e g re e .
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b) A c c o rd in g  to  P la to ,  t h e  S ta te  is  a  s u p e r io r  m a n  to w h ic h  

t h e  c i t iz e n s  a re  s u b o r d in a te  a s  t h e  m e m b e rs  to  th e  b o d y ,  in  o rd e r  

t h a t  i t  l iv e  a  l i fe  o f v i r tu e .

c) M a c h ia v e l l i ,  H o b b e s , a n d  t h e  D e m o c r a ts ,  a s  R o u s se a u , 

t e a c h  t h a t  a  t h in g  is j u s t  o r  u n ju s t ,  g o o d  o r  e v i l , b e c a u s e  i t  is 

c o m m a n d e d  o r  p r o h ib i te d  e i th e r  b y  th e  r u le r  o r  b y  th e  S ta te ,  i .e .,

b y  th e  p e o p le .

T h is  o p in io n  is  h e ld  a lso  b y  m a n y  M o d e r n s ,  e sp e c ia ll y  in  

G e r m a n y ,  w h o  te a c h  t h a t  th e  S ta te  is  t h e  so u rc e  a n d th e  e n d  

o f  m a n ’s b e in g .

L a te r ,  w e  s h a l l  d e a l  w i th  th e  r e la t io n s  o f  in d iv id ua ls  a n d  

fa m i l ie s  t o  th e  S ta te .

1084. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th es is .

T H E S IS .—  C i v i l  s o c i e t y  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  a n d  e n d ;

A N D  T H I S  E N D  I S  T H E  T E M P O R A L  H A P 

P I N E S S  O P  T H I S  L I F E  A S  D I R E C T E D  T O  

D I V I N E  G O O D .

F irst  p a r t . —  C ivil society is  d irected to an  end .—  E v e r y  so 

c ie ty  i n s t i t u te d  b y  m a n  is  d i r e c te d  t o  a n  e n d . B u t  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  

o w e s  i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n  to  m a n . T h e re fo re  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  d i r e c te d  

to  a n  e n d .

M a jo r .—  M a n  p e r f o rm s  a l l  h is  o p e r a t io n s  in  v ie w  o f 

s o m e th in g  w h ic h  a p p e a r s  t o  h im  a s  a  g o o d , i .e .,  f o r so m e  e n d . 

B u t  e v e r y  s o c ie ty  i n s t i t u te d  b y  m a n  o w e s i t s  i n s t i tu t i o n  t o  h u 

m a n  o p e r a t io n .  T h e re fo re  e v e r y  s o c ie ty  i n s t i t u t e d  by  m a n  is 

d i r e c te d  to  a n  e n d  0 ) .

T h e  m ino r is  e v id e n t .

S eco n d  p a r t .—  The end o f c iv il society is  the tem pora l hap 

p in e ss  o f th is  l i fe .—  T h e  e n d  o f  t h e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  o f  a ll  h u m a n  

so c ie t ie s  is  th e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f t h is  l i fe . Bu t  c iv i l  so 

c ie ty  is t h e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  o f  a ll  h u m a n  so c ie t ie s . 1

(1 ) I n  P o l i t ic . ,  1. I ,  1. 1 .
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T h e re fo re  th e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  th e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  

o f  th is  l i fe .

M a jo r .—  S in c e  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  e x is t in g  b e tw e e n  th in g s  

d i r e c te d  to  a n  e n d  is c o m m e n s u r a te  t o  t h e  p r o p o r t ion  w h ic h  o b 

ta in s  b e tw e e n  t h e i r  e n d s ,  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  m o s t  p e r f ec t  o f a l l  h u 

m a n  so c ie t ie s  is t h e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  o f a l l  h u m a n  g o o ds . B u t  th e  

m o s t  p e r f e c t  o f a l l  h u m a n  g o o d s  is  t h e  te m p o r a l  h a pp in e s s  o f 

t h is  l i fe :  f o r  h a p p in e s s  is  t h e  u l t i m a t e  e n d  f o r  w hic h  m a n  a c ts ;  

a n d  s u p e r n a tu r a l  h a p p in e s s ,  b o t h  o f  t h is  l i fe  a n d  of t h e  l i fe  

t o  c o m e , is  n o t  a  h u m a n  g o o d , b u t  a  d iv in e  g o o d , i .e .,  a  g o o d  

w h ic h  is  u n a t t a i n a b l e  b y  t h e  p o w e r  p r o p e r  to  m a n . Th e re fo re .

M in o r .—  J u s t  a s  t h a t  w h o le  is  m o s t  p e r fe c t  o f  w h ic h  a l l  

o th e r  w h o le s  a r e  p a r t s ,  so  to o  t h a t  h u m a n  s o c ie ty  is m o s t  p e r 

f e c t  o f  w h ic h  a l l  o th e r  so c ie t ie s  a r e  p a r t s .  B u t  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  e m 

b ra c e s  a ll  o th e r  so c ie t ie s , v iz .,  d o m e s t ic  so c ie t ies , m u n ic ip a l i 

t ie s ,  a ss o c ia t io n s  o f v a r io u s  k in d s ,  e tc .  T h e re fo re.

T h i r d  p a r t . —  The tem po ra l h a p p in ess  o f th is  l i fe  is  directed 

to d iv ine  good, i .e .,  to the beatific v is io n .—  E v e r y  h u m a n  g o o d  is  

d i r e c te d  t o  d iv in e  g o o d . B u t  t h e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s o f t h is  

l i fe  is a  h u m a n  g o o d . T h e re fo re  t h e  te m p o r a l  h a p p ine s s  o f  t h is  

l i fe  is  d i r e c te d  t o  d iv in e  g o o d .

T h e  m ajor is  e v id e n t :  d iv in e  g o o d  is t h e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te 

e n d  o f  a l l  h u m a n  a c ts .

T h e  m ino r a lso  is  e v id e n t :  t h e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f  t h i s  

l i fe  is  th e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  o f  a l l  h u m a n  g o o d s .

1085. S c ho l ia .—  1° T h e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f t h is  li fe  

is t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d , in  a s  m u c h  a s  m e n  c a n  a t t a i n  i t o n ly  b y  

l i v in g  in  s o c ie ty  a n d  b y  c o m m o n  m e a n s  (1) , a n d  in  as  m u c h  a s  

p r i v a te  h a p p in e s s  c a n  b e  o n ly  a  p a r t  o f t h e  c o m m o n  h a p p in e s s  

(1 2).

(1) D e R e g im in e  P r in c ip u m , 1. X I V .
(2 ) I I - I I ,  q . 4 7 , a . 1 0 , a d  2 .
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T h e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  c a l le d , w i th o u t  q u a l i f ic a t io n ,  th e  

com m on good, b e c a u s e  i t  is  m a n ’s m o s t  p e r f e c t  c o m m o n  g o o d . 

B u t  w e  m a y  s p e a k  o f t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f d o m e s t ic  so cie ty , o r  

o f  a n y  o th e r  c o m m u n i ty ,  s in c e  t h e  e n d  o f e v e r y  s o c ie ty  is  a  c o m 

m o n  g o o d .

2 °  T h e  p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y  o f  a l l  m a y  b e  c a l le d  th e  e n d  o f 

c iv i l  s o c ie ty  (1). B u t  p e a c e  a s  s ig n i fy in g  th e  t r a nq u i l l i t y  of 

o rd e r ,  i .e .,  w e l l -o rd e re d  h a r m o n y  a m o n g  m e n , w h ic h  o b ta in s  

w h e n  e a c h  o n e  is  g iv e n  h is  d u e , is  th e  in t r in s ic  e nd  o f  c iv i l  so 

c ie ty ,  w h e re a s  h a p p in e s s  is i t s  e x tr in s ic  e n d .

3 °  T h e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is f o r m a l l y  d i s t i n c t  f ro m  th e  

g o o d  p r o p e r  to  in d iv id u a l  m e n : f o r  t h e  f o r m e r  is  t he  c o m m o n  

g o o d  w h ic h  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  h u m a n  n a tu r e ,  w h e re a s  th e l a t t e r  

is  t h a t  g o o d  w h ic h  c o r re s p o n d s  t o  i n d iv id u a l  m a n  a s su c h . 

T h e re fo re  t h e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is n o t  t h e  a g g r eg a te  o f  t h e  e n d s  

o f in d iv id u a l  m e n , a n d  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is a  h e te r o g e ne o u s  s o c ie ty .

4 °  C iv i l  s o c ie ty  m u s t  a t t a i n  i t s  e n d  b y  e x te r n a l  m ea n s , fo r  

m e n  c o m m u n ic a te  in  s o c ie ty  b y  e x te r n a l  a c t io n s .  N e ve r th e le s s , 

th e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  c o n s is ts  c h ie f ly  in  g o o d s  o f t h e  so u l  (*), 

i .e .,  in  a  l i fe  o f  v i r t u e ,  a s  w e  h a v e  sa id .

5 °  E v e n  t h o u g h  m a n  h a d  n o t  b e e n  e le v a te d  t o  th e  s u pe r 

n a t u r a l  o rd e r ,  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  w o u ld  b e  a  re l ig io u s  so c ie ty ,  i .e . ,  i t  

w o u ld  h a v e  th e  c a r e  o f re l ig io n  a n d  o f p u b l i c  d iv ine  w o rs h ip . 

B u t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  m a n ’s e le v a t io n  to  a  s u p e r n a tu r a l  en d  a n d  th e  

e x is te n c e  o f t h e  C h u rc h ,  w h ic h  is c h a r g e d  b y  G o d  w ith  a l l  t h a t  

p e r ta in s  to  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f th is  e n d , a) t h e  d i r e c t  c a r e  o f r e 

l ig io n  w a s  re m o v e d  f r o m  c iv i l  so c ie ty , a n d  c o m m i t ted  t o  th e  

C h u rc h  (1 2 3) ;  b) a n d  c iv i l  so c ie ty  is s u b o r d in a te  to  t h e  C h u rc h ,

(1 ) E d u c a t io n  ca n n o t  per ta in  to  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  in  t h e  sa m e w ay  in  w h ich  
i t  p er t a in s t o  t h e  C h u rch  a n d  to  t h e  fa mi l y ,  b u t  in  a  d if f er en t w a y  cor res
p o n d in g  to  i t s  o w n  p a r t icu la r  en d  a n d  ob je c t .  N o w  th is  en d  a n d  o b je c t, 
th e  c o m m o n w e lfa re in  th e  tem po ra l o rd e r , c o ns is ts  in  t h a t  p e a c e  a n d  se c u r ity  
in  w h ich  fa m il ie s a n d  in d iv id u al  c i t iz e n s h a v e  th e  free  ex e rc ise  o f  t h e ir  r ig h ts 
a n d  a t  th e  sa m e t im e  e n joy  th e  g r e a tes t  sp ir i tu a l  a n d  te m po r a l  p r o sp e r ity  
p o ss ible  in  th is  l i fe , b y  th e  m u tu a l u nio n  a n d  co o r d in a t io n  o f  th e  w ork  o f a ll.—  
D iv in i  i l l i u s  M a g is t r i .

(2 ) D iv in i  R e d e m p to r is , n . 73 .
(3 )  I t  is  th e  C h u r ch , a n d  n o t  th e  S ta te ,  t h a t  is  t o  b e  m a n ’s  g u id e  to 

h e a v e n . I t  is  to  th e  C h u rch  th a t  G o d  h a s a ss ig n e d  th e  ch a rg e  o f  se e in g  to,
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w h o se  e n d  is  t h e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  e n d  o f t h e  w h ole  o f h u m a n  

life .

H e n c e  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  h a s  a n  o b l ig a t io n  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  s u p 

p o r t  t h e  w o rk  o f t h e  C h u rc h , a n d  t h u s  e x e rc ise  i n d ir e c t  c a re  o v e r  

re l ig io n . I n  th e  c o n c r e te ,  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  in  d u t y b o u n d  to  

sh o w  d u e  re v e re n c e  t o  th e  h o ly  n a m e  o f  G o d , to  r id  i t s  t e r r i t o 

r ie s  o f th e  te a c h in g s  o f a th e is m , a n d ,  h a v in g  e m b rac e d  t h e  t r u e  

re l ig io n , t o  p r o te c t  i t  b y  th e  b e n e v o le n c e  a n d  a u t ho r i t y  o f i ts  

la w s , a n d  t o  i n s t i t u te  o r  d e c re e  n o th in g  w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  a  d a n g e r  

to  i t s  s a f e ty  a n d  s e c u r i t y  (*).

P O IN T S  F O E  R E V IE W

1 . D e f in e  c ivi l  s o c ie ty ;  e x p la in  w hy  i t  is c al led  a  n a tura l  s o c ie ty ,  a n d 
w h y  i t  is  t h e  m o s t  p e r fe c t  o f  al i  h u m a n  so c ie t ie s .

2 . D is t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  th e  te m p o r al  h a p p in ess  o f  th is  l i fe  a n d  d iv in e
goo d .

3 . P ro v e  t h a t  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  d ir e c ted  to  a n  en d, t h a t  h a p p in ess is i t s  end , 
a n d  t h a t  t h e  tem p o r a l h a p pin ess  o f  th is  l i fe  is  d ire c te d  to  a  d iv in e  g o o d .

C f. I n  P o l i t ic . ,  1. I ,  I. 1 . * 1

a n d  leg is la t in g  fo r , a ll  t h a t  co n ce rns rel ig io n ;  o f  t e a c h ing  a ll n a t io ns;  o f  sp r e a d 
in g  th e  fa ith  as w ide ly  as p o ss ible ;  in  sh o r t ,  o f  a d m in is te r in g  f r e ely  an d  w it h o u t  
h i n d ra n ce , in  a cco rd an ce  w ith  i t s  o w n  ju d g m e n t,  a ll  m a tte r s  t h a t  fal l  w ith in  
i t s  c o m p e te n c e .—  L e o X I I I ,  Im m o r ta le  D e i.

(1 ) Im m o r ta le  D e i.— - D iv in i  R e d e m p to r is, n . 7 4 .



A R T I C L E  I I

O R I G I N  O F  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y

1086. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u es t io n .—  1° T h e  o r ig in  o f 

c iv i l  s o c ie ty  p r e s e n ts  tw o  d is t in c t  p ro b le m s . F irs t, w e  a re  

f a c e d  w i th  th e  p ro b le m  o f  w h e th e r  m a n  is  in c l in e d  by  th e  im 

p u ls e  o f h is  n a t u r e  t o  l i fe  in  c iv i l  so c ie ty , i .e ., w h e th e r  t h e  n a t u 

r a l  la w  m a k e s  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  m a n . Second ly ,w e 

m u s t ,  a f te r  h a v in g  so lv e d  th e  f i r s t  p ro b le m , in q u i re  i n to  th e  

h u m a n  f a c ts  w h ic h  c o n s t i t u te  c iv i l  s o c ie ty . F o r  c ivi l  s o c ie ty , 

e v e n  th o u g h  a n  e x ig e n c e  o f  h u m a n  n a t u r e ,  w a s  c o n s t it u te d ,  as  

h i s to r y  b e a r s  w itn e ss , b y  m a n ’s  i n d u s t r y :  f o r  n a t u re  in c l in e s  

m a n  to  a c t  b y  h is  r e a s o n  a n d  h is  w il l.

I t  is  w i th  th e  f i r s t  p ro b le m  t h a t  w e  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  in  th e  

th e s is .

2 °  A c c o rd in g  to  C a th o l ic  te a c h in g ,  m a n  is  b o u n d  b y  h is  

n a tu r e ,  i .e ., b y  G o d , th e  a u t h o r  o f  h is  n a tu r e ,  to  l iv e  in  c iv il  

s o c ie ty (1). T h e s e  w o rd s  sh o w  t h a t  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  n o t  m e re ly  in  

a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  n a tu r e ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  d e r iv e s  f r o m  n atu r e ,  in  a s  

m u c h  a s  i t  is m a d e  n e c e s s a ry  b y  th e  n a t u r a l  la w , o f w h ic h  G o d  

is  t h e  a u th o r .  T h e re fo re  w e  s a y  t h a t  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  im p o se d  

o n  m a n  b y  G o d  a s  H e  is  t h e  a u th o r  o f n a tu r e .

T h is  o p in io n  w a s  h e ld  b y  A r is to t le ,  a n d  i t  is  t h e  op in io n  

c o m m o n ly  h e ld  b y  S c h o la s t ic s  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  b y  a l l  Ca th o l i c  

p h i lo s o p h e rs .

1087. O p in io n s o f ad versa r ies.—  T h e  p r in c ip a l  o p in 

io n s  o p p o se d  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  c iv i l  s oc ie ty  a r e  tw o  

in  n u m b e r .  1

(1 ) L e o  X I I I ,  D iu tu rn u m .
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1 ° A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  f i r s t  o f th e s e  o p in io n s , c iv i l so c ie ty  h a s  

n o t  i t s  o r ig in  in  n a tu r e ,  i .e .,  d o e s  n o t  d e r iv e  f r om  th e  n a tu r a l  

la w , b u t  f r o m  th e  f r e e  a g r e e m e n t  o f m e n . T h is  o p in io n , 

c a l le d  the socia l contract theory, w a s  k n o w n  in  a n t i q u i t y ,  a n d ,  

in  m o d e rn  t im e s , w a s  s y s te m a t ic a l l y  p re s e n te d  b y  T ho m a s  

H o b b e s  (1 5 8 8 -1 6 7 9 ) a n d  J e a n  J a c q u e s  R o u s s e a u  (1 7 1 2 -1 7 7 8 ) .

A c c o rd in g  t o  H o b b e s , m a n ’s p r im i t i v e  o r  n a tu r a l  s t at e  w a s  

antisoc ia l, a  c o n d i t io n  o f n a t u r a l  w arfa re, w h e re a s ,  a c c o rd in g  

to  R o u s s e a u , i t  w a s  extrasocia l.

2 ° A c c o rd in g  to  th e  s e c o n d  o p in io n , c iv i l  so c ie ty  is th e  

t e r m  o f  t h e  n e c e s s a ry  e v o lu t io n  p r o p e r  e i th e r  to  m at t e r ,  a s  

S p e n c e r  a n d  D a r w in  h o ld ,  o r  to  a  u n iq u e  s p i r i tu a l  be in g , a s  

H e g e l a n d  t h e  P a n th e i s t s  te a c h .

H e n c e , a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  f i r s t  o p in io n , c iv i l  so c ie ty  d id  n o t  

h a v e  i t s  o r ig in  in  n a tu r e ,  b u t  in  a  f r e e  a g r e e m e n t  o f m e n ; a c c o r d 

in g  t o  t h e  se c o n d  o p in io n ,  in  n a t u r e  a lo n e , a n d  n o t in  a  f re e  

a g r e e m e n t  o f m e n ;  a n d  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  S c h o la s t ic  op in io n , in  

n a t u r e  a n d  in  h u m a n  i n d u s t r y ,  i .e .,  in  r e a s o n  u n d e r t h e  im p u ls e  

o f n a tu r e .

1088. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th es is .

T H E S IS .—  M a n  i s  b o u n d  b y  h i s  n a t u r e ,  i . e . ,  b y

G O D ,  T H E  A U T H O R  O F  N A T U R E ,  T O  

L I V E  I N  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y .

1 °  N a tu r e ,  i .e ., G o d , t h e  a u t h o r  o f n a tu r e ,  re q u i res  w h a t 

e v e r  is  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f t h e  te m p o r al  h a p p in e s s  

o f  th is  l i fe . B u t  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  te m p o r a l  h ap p in e s s  o f 

th is  l i fe  n e c e s s i ta te s  m a n ’s l i v in g  in  c iv i l  s o c ie ty . T h e re fo re  

n a tu r e ,  i .e .,  G o d , t h e  a u t h o r  o f n a tu r e ,  r e q u i r e s  th a t  m a n  l iv e  

in  c iv i l  s o c ie ty ;  in  o th e r  w o rd s , m a n  is  b o u n d  b y  his  n a t u r e  to  

l iv e  in  c iv i l  s o c ie ty .

M a jo r .—  T h e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f  t h is  l i fe  is t h e  e n d  to  

w h ic h  m a n  is  d i r e c te d  b y  n a tu r e ,  i .e .,  b y  G o d , th e  a u th o r  o f  n a 

tu r e .  B u t  n a tu r e ,  i .e .,  G o d , t h e  a u t h o r  o f n a tu r e ,  re q u ir e s
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w h a te v e r  is  n e c e s sa ry  f o r  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f a  n a t u ra l  e n d . 

T h e re fo re .

M in o r .—  N e i th e r  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n s ,  n o r  s e p a r a te  fa m i l ies ,  

b u t  o n ly  fa m i l ie s  w o rk in g  to g e th e r  fo r  th e  s a m e  e n d, i .e .,  l iv in g  

in  c iv i l  so c ie ty , c a n  a c q u i r e  a ll  th e  th in g s  n e c e s sa ry  f o r  th e  t e m 

p o ra l  h a p p in e s s  o f  th is  life .

2 °  T h e  f a m i ly  h a d  i t s  o r ig in  in  n a tu r e .  M o re o v e r ,  on e  

f a m i ly  g a v e  r ise  to  o th e r  fa m i l ie s , w h ic h  w e re  h e ld b y  b o n d s  of 

lo v e  a n d  n e c e s s i ty  to  re m a in  w ith in  t h e  s a m e  te r r i to r i a l  p r e 

c in c ts ,  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f p u r s u in g  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d b y  th e i r  

u n i te d  p o w e rs  a n d  e f fo r ts ;  a n d  th e s e  fa m i l ie s  in  t ur n  m u l t ip l ie d  

a n d  g r a d u a l l y  d e v e lo p e d  in to  d i s t i n c t  t r i b a l  c o m m u ni t ie s  (v i l 

la g e  c o m m u n it ie s )  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  so c ie t ie s . H e n c e  t he  n a tu r a l  

p r o p a g a t io n  o f  fa m i l ie s  sh o w s  t h a t  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is a  n a t u r a l  in 

s t i t u t i o n ,  i .e ., o w es i ts  i n s t i t u t i o n  to  G o d , t h e  au t h o r  o f n a tu r e .

3 °  H is to r y  te s t i f ie s  t h a t  so m e  fo r m  o f p o l i t i c a l  soc ie ty  

a lw a y s  e x is te d  in  a l l  p a r t s  o f t h e  in h a b i te d  w o r ld . M o re o v e r ,  

i t  sh o w s  t h a t  i t s  p e r f e c t io n  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  p r o p o rt i o n a te  to  i ts  

r e s p e c t  fo r  a n d  re c o g n it io n  o f  th e  d ig n i ty  o f  h u m a n n a tu r e .  

T h e s e  f a c ts  su f f ic ie n t ly  d e m o n s t r a te  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l o r  c iv i l  so 

c ie ty  n e c e s s a r i ly  h a d  i ts  o r ig in  in  h u m a n  n a tu r e ,  i.e .,  t h a t  i t  

w a s  im p o se d  o n  m a n  b y  G o d , t h e  a u th o r  o f  n a tu r e .

1089. H isto r ica l ca u se s o f c iv il so c ie ty .—  M a n y  t h e o 

r ie s  h a v e  b e e n  a d v a n c e d  b y  p h i lo s o p h e rs  o n  th e  f i r st  h is to r ic a l  

c a u s e s  o f  t h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f c iv i l  so c ie ty .

1) T h e  t h e o r y  o f sucessive aggregation, s u p p o r te d  b y  A l f re d  

F o u i l lé e  (l ) ,  h o ld s  t h a t  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is n o t  ra d ica l l y ,  i .e .,  in  i t s  o r i 

g in , d i s t i n c t  f r o m  p r i v a te  so c ie t ie s , a n d  th e r e f o r e t h a t  i t  n o r 

m a l ly  r e s u l te d  f r o m  v a r io u s  r e la t io n s  a n d  p a r t i c u l ar  c o n t r a c ts  

b y  w h ic h  m e n  w e re  su c c e ss iv e ly  u n i te d  fo r  th e  p u r s ui t  o f p a r t i c 

u la r  e n d s .

T h is  t h e o r y  is u n te n a b le ,  f o r  i t  c o n fo u n d s  p u b l i c  rig h ts  

w i th  p r i v a te  r ig h ts ,  a n d  im p l ic i ty  h o ld s  t h a t  th e  en d  o f c iv i l  

s o c ie ty  is n o th in g  m o re  th a n  a n  a g g r e g a te  o f  p a r t i cu l a r  e n d s .

(1 ) R evu e des D e u x -M o n d e s, X X X I I ,  7 5 9 .
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2) R o u s s e a u  c h a m p io n e d  t h e  s o c ia l - c o n t r a c t  t h e o r y :  c iv il  

so c ie ty  o w e s  i ts  o r ig in  to  a  so c ia l  c o n t r a c t ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  w h ic h  

m e n  s u r r e n d e r  a l l  t h e i r  p e rs o n a l  r ig h ts  in  f a v o r  o f t h e  c o m m u 

n i t y  o r  so c ie ty .  H e  d e n ie d  t h a t  m a n  is  in c l in e d  b y  h is  n a t u r e  

t o  l i fe  in  c iv i l  so c ie ty .

3 ) P u f e n d o r f  t a u g h t  t h a t  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  n e c e s s a r i ly  r e s u l te d  

f r o m  a  so c ia l  p a c t ,  e x p l i c i t  o r  im p l i c i t .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  h e  h e ld  

t h a t  c iv i l  so c ie ty  is c o n s e n ta n e o u s  w i th  h u m a n  n a t ur e ;  a n d  in  

th is  h e  d if fe rs  w i th  R o u ss e a u .

T h is  o p in io n ,  b u t  w i th  c e r ta in  m o d if ic a t io n s , h a s  re c e iv e d  

th e  s u p p o r t  o f so m e  m o d e rn  S c h o la s t ic s , a s  C o s ta - R os s e t t i ,  

V a l le t ,  C a s te la in , M a rc e l lu s  o f t h e  C h i ld  J e s u s ,  a nd  G r e d t ,  a l l  

o f  w h o m  c la im  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  fo l lo w in g  t h e  te a c h in g  o f B e l la r -  

m in e , S u a re z , a n d  c e r ta in  o th e r  S c h o la s t ic s  o f a n  ea r l ie r  d a y .

4 ) B u t ,  in  o u r  o p in io n , t h e  o ld e r  S c h o la s t ic s  a n d  Su a re z  

m e re ly  a f f i rm e d  t h a t  c iv i l  s o c ie ty , in  i t s  h is to r ica l  o r ig in , is  th e  

p r o d u c t  o f h u m a n  in du s try : fo r , a s  w e  h a v e  se e n , c iv i l  s o c ie ty  

o w e s  i t s  o r ig in  t o  n a tu r e ,  i .e .,  to reason u n d e r  th e  im p u ls e  o f 

n a tu r e .

I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c r e te  f a c t  to  w h ic h  c iv il  so 

c ie ty  o w e s  i t s  o r ig in , t h e y  a s s e r t  t h a t  c iv i l  s o c iety  o w e s  i t s  o r i 

g in  t o  th e  f r e e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p le , f o r  t h i s  m o de  o f  o r ig in , 

t h e y  m a in ta in ,  is m o s t  s u i te d  t o  a  m u l t i t u d e  c o m p o se d  o f f r e e  

m e n .  T h e re fo re  t h e y  h o ld  t h a t  i t  w a s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  civ i l  s o c ie ty  

sh o u ld , a s  A d a m ’s p o s te r i t y  b e c a m e  m o re  n u m e ro u s ,  be  c o n s t i 

t u t e d  in  th is  w a y . M o re o v e r , t h e y  a d d  t h a t  i t  is  p ro b a b le  t h a t  

m a n y  k in g d o m s , a n d  e sp e c ia l l y  t h e  R o m a n  e m p ire , b e ga n  in  

th is  w a y .

B u t ,  in  a d d i t io n  to  t h e  f r e e  c o n s e n t  o f th e  p e o p le , i .e .,  t h e  

so c ia l  c o n t r a c t ,  t h e y  a d m i t  m a n y  o th e r  p o ss ib le  m e th o d s  o f  e x 

p la in in g  t h e  h is to r ic a l  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  c iv i l  soc ie ty ;  v .g . ,  a  

m i l i t a r y  le a d e r  c o u ld  s u b ju g a te  m e n  o r  s o l i ta r y  a n d u n c iv i l iz e d  

fa m i l ie s , a n d  u n i te  th e m  in  a  p o l i t i c a l  so c ie ty . T his  m e th o d  o f 

i n s t i t u t i n g  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  c a l le d  a  q u a s i - c o n t r a ct  b y  S u a re z , 

b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  th e  s a m e  e f fe c ts  a s  a  c o n t r a c t  o r  f re e  a g r e e m e n t  

o f t h e  p e o p le  ( ') .  1

(1 ) Su a r e z, D efen sio  F id e i ca tho licae , 1. I l l ,  c .  2 , n .  19 e t  2 0 .
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H e n c e  w e  m a y  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  m e n  a re  im p e l le d  b y  t h e ir  

n a t u r e  to  s e t  u p  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  b y  m e a n s  o f t h e i r  rea s o n  a n d  w ill. 

B u t  i t  b e lo n g s  to  h is to r y  to  d e te r m in e  th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  m e n  

f i r s t  e s ta b l is h e d  a  c o n c r e te  c iv i l  s o c ie ty , f o r  th er e  a r e  m a n y  

w a y s  in  w h ic h  th i s  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  m a n 

n e r  m o s t  c o n s e n ta n e o u s  w i th  m a n ’s l i b e r t y  is  th e  p ac t ,  i .e .,  t h e  

v o lu n ta r y  c o n s e n t  o f t h e  p e o p le .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1 . E x p la in  w h a t  is m e a n t  by  s ay in g  t h a t  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is o f  n a tu r a l  in s t i 
tu t io n .

2 . S ta te  th e  o p in io n s  o f  R o u ss e a u  a n d  H o b bes o n  th e  o r ig in  o f  c iv il  
s o c ie ty ,  a n d  o n  th e  p rim it iv e  s ta te  o f  m en .

3 . W h a t  is t h e  o p in io n  o f  S u a r ez  in  regard  t o  th e  his to r ic a l  cau ses  o f 
th e  c o n s t i tu t io n  o f  c iv il  s o c ie ty  ?

C f. In  P o l i t ic . ,  1. I ,  1. 1 .
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P ro lo g u e .—  T h e  m a te r ia l  c a u s e  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  th e  

m u l t i t u d e ,  o f w h ic h , a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  u n io n ,  t h e  p r o xim a te  e le m e n ts  

a r e  fa m i l ie s , a n d  t h e  r e m o te  e le m e n ts  a r e  in d iv id u al  p e rs o n s .  

I n  th is  c h a p te r ,  th e re fo re ,  t h e  fo l lo w in g  p ro b le m s  p r e s e n t  th e m 

se lv e s  fo i  o u r  c o n s id e r a t io n :  f i r s t ,  t h e  r e la t io n  of in d iv id u a l  

p e rs o n s  a n d  o f f a m i l ie s  to  c iv i l  s o c ie ty ;  se c o n d ly , p r i v a te  o w n 

e rsh ip ,  i. e .,  t h e  o w n e rs h ip  o f p r i v a te  p r o p e r t y ,  wh ic h  is  th e  

r i g h t  o f p e rs o n s  a n d  o f fa m i l ie s  l i v in g  in  c iv i l  s oc ie ty ;  t h i r d l y ,  

n a t io n a l i t y ,  f r o m  w h ic h  t h e  m u l t i t u d e  a n d  t h e  p a r t  o f t h e  

m u l t i t u d e  p o l i t ic a l l y  u n i te d  c a n  re c e iv e  d e te r m in a tio n .

R ela t io n  o f  p e rso n s a n d  of 
fa m il ie s  to  c iv il  s o c ie ty

S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  q u e st io n
O p in io n s
T h e s is :  T h e  in d iv id u a l p e rso n  a n d  th e  fa m i ly 

in  c iv il  so c ie ty  h a v e , a cc o rd in g  to 
th e  o rd in a n c e  o f  n a tu r e , th e ir  o w n 
p ro p er  en d s ; a n d  th e s e  en d s  a re 
d ir e c ted  to  th e  en d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty , 
b u t  n o t  u n d er  th e  a s p e c t  o f  th e 
a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  en d

S c h o lia
P er so n a l is m
D if f ic u l t ie s  o ffe red  b y  p e rso n a lism

P r iv a te  o w n er sh ip

L a w fu ln e ss o f  p r iv a te  o w nersh ip 
S ta t e m e n t  o f  th e  q u e st io n 
O p in io n s
T h e s is :  A cc o r d in g  t o  th e  n a tu r a l la w , th e 

p r iv a te  o w n er sh ip  o f  b o th  p ro d u c 
t iv e  a n d  co n su m p tib le  g o o d s  is  n o t 
o n ly  la w fu l,  b u t  n e c e ss a r y

■  S ch o lia 
M o d e s  o f  a cq u ir in g  o w n e rsh ip 
S o c ia l  ch a ra c te r  o f  p r iv a te  o w n e rsh ip 
S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  q u e st io n 
O p in io n s
T h es is :  P r iv a te  p ro p er ty  rem a in s in  so m e w a y 

co m m o n  a s reg a rd s i t s  u se
S ch o lia
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N a t i o n a l i t y

D es c r ip t io n  o f  th e  n a t io n
P h iloso p h ic al  d e f in it io n  o f  th e  n a tio n
C a u ses  o f  t h e  n a t io n
D e f in it io n  o f  n a t io n a l i s m
P r in c ip le  o f  n a t io n a l i t y
C o ro lla r ies



A R T I C L E  I

R E L A T I O N  O F  T H E  I N D I V I D U A L  P E R S O N  A N D  T H E  

F A M I L Y  T O  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y

1090. S ta te m e n t  of th e  q u es t io n .—  1° T h e  p ro b le m  

o f  th e  r e la t io n s  w h ic h  u n i te  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n s  a n d fa m i l ie s  to  

c iv il  s o c ie ty  is o f u tm o s t  im p o r ta n c e ,  fo r  t o d a y  the r e  a r e  m a n y  

th e o r ie s  w h ic h  d o  n o t  re c o g n iz e  t h e  n a tu r a l  r ig h ts  o f  t h e  i n d i 

v id u a l  p e rs o n  a n d  o f t h e  fa m i ly ,  a n d  w h ic h  r e g a r d  th e  S ta te  a s  

o m n ip o te n t  a n d  a s  p o s se s s in g  a l l  r ig h ts  o v e r  p e rs o ns  a n d  f a m i 

lies.

2 °  T h e  p ro b le m  h a s  th r e e  a s p e c ts , w h ic h  m a y  b e  s ta te d  

a s  fo llo w s :

F i r s t ,  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  h a s  a  p r o p e r  e nd  w h ic h  

is a  g o o d , w e  m a y  a s k :  h a v e  th e  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n  an d  t h e  f a m 

i ly , b o th  o f w h ic h  l iv e  in  s o c ie ty ,  p r o p e r  e n d s  d i st i n c t  f r o m  

th e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty  ?

S e c o n d ly , if  t h e y  h a v e  p r o p e r  e n d s ,  a re  th e s e  e n d s  d i r e c te d  

to  th e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty ,  o r  v ic e  v e rs a  ?

T h i r d l y ,  if  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h e  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n  a n d  of  t h e  

fa m J iy  a re  d i r e c te d  to  t h e  e n d  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty , is i t  t h e i r  a b s o 

lu te l y  u l t im a te  e n d  ?

3 0 I n  t h e  th e s is , f i r s t , w e  s t a t e  t h a t  th e  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n  

a n d  t h e  f a m i ly  h a v e ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  o r d in a n c e  o f n a tu r e ,  

t h e i r  o w n  p r o p e r  e n d s , d i s t i n c t  f r o m  th e  e n d  o f c ivi l  s o c ie ty . 

M o re o v e r , s in c e  t h e  o rd e r ,  i .e .,  t h e  o rd in a n c e , o f  n a t u r e  is  th e  

o rd in a n c e  o f G o d  H im s e l f ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f n a tu r e ,  c ivi l  s o c ie ty  

m a y  n o t  d is a v o w  th e m ,  n o r  p la c e  a n y  o b s ta c le  in  t h e w a y  o f 

t h e i r  a t t a i n m e n t .

Second ly , w e  s ta t e  t h e  p r o p e r  e n d s  o f t h e  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n  

a n d  o f t h e  f a m i ly  a r e  d i r e c te d  t o  th e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty , n o t  v ic e
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v e rsa . M o re o v e r , s in c e  th i s  o rd e r  o r  r e la t io n  o f  e nd s  o b ta in s  in  

so c ie ty , i t  is  d i r e c t l y  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  e x te r n a l  a c ts  b y  w h ic h  

m e n  w o rk  f o r  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d , a l th o u g h  in d i r e c t l y  it  c a n  b e  

c o n c e rn e d  w i th  in te r n a l  a c ts ,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  l a tt e r  c a n  re g u 

la te  e x te r n a l  a c ts .

T h ird ly , w e  a s s e r t  t h a t  th e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  n o t  th e 

a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  e n d  to  w h ic h  th e  e n d s  o f t h e  ind iv id u a l  p e r 

so n  a n d  o f t h e  f a m i ly  a r e  d ir e c te d .

1091. O p in ion s .— T h e r e  a r e  v a r io u s  o p in io n s  o n  th e  

r e la t io n s  o f  t h e  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n  a n d  th e  f a m i ly  to  c iv il  so 

c ie ty .

1 °  A ll w h o  c o n c e iv e  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  a s  a n  o rg a n is m , in  th e  

s t r i c t  se n se  o f t h e  te r m ,  i .e .,  a s  a n  e n t i t y  p o sse ss in g  absolute 

u n ity , n o t  m e re ly  u n i ty  o f  order, d o  n o t  a d m i t  t h a t  t h e  i n d iv id u a l  

p e rs o n  a n d  th e  f a m i ly  h a v e  p r o p e r  e n d s  w h ic h  a re  d is t i n c t  f ro m  

th e  e n d  o f c iv i l  so c ie ty . F o r  a  p a r t  o f a  w h o le  w h ic h  is a n  a b s o 

lu te  u n i t ,  v .g ., a  h a n d ,  w h ic h  is a  p a r t  o f m a n , h as  n o  o p e r a t io n  

w h ic h  is  n o t  t h e  o p e r a t io n  o f t h e  w h o le , a n d  th e r e fo r e  h a s  n o  e n d  

w h ic h  is n o t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w h o le .

S u c h  w a s th e  te a c h in g  o f  P la to ,  w h o  c o n c e iv e d  s o c iety  as 

a  s u p e r io r  m a n .

T h e  sa m e  c o n c lu s io n  is  re a c h e d  b y  th e  C a e s a r is ts ,  wi th  

M a c h ia v e l l i ,  w h o  p ro c la im  th e  o m n ip o te n c e  o f  t h e  S ta te ;  b y  

th e  D e m o c r a ts ,  w i th  R o u s s e a u , w h o  c o n c e iv e  t h e  g e n er a l  w ill as 

th e  so u rc e  o f a l l  r ig h ts ,  e v e n  o f  p r i v a te  r i g h t s ;  by  t h e  P a n th e is t s ,  

w i th  F ic h te ,  S c h e l l in g  a n d  H e g e l;  a n d  b y  th e  S o c ia lis ts ,  w i th  

B e b e l, W a g n e r ,  a n d  o th e rs .

2 °  A ll P a n th e i s t s  a n d  N a tu r a l i s t s  h o ld  t h a t  t h e  e n d of 

c iv i l  so c ie ty  is  m a n ’s a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  e n d .

A c c o rd in g  t o  th e  e x p o n e n ts  o f th e s e  o p in io n s , in d ivid u a l  

m e n  a re  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  S ta te  f o r  e v e r y th in g ,  b e c au s e  a ll 

t h e i r  r ig h ts  a r e  d e r iv e d  so le ly  f r o m  th e  c o n c e ss io ns  o f t h e  S ta te .

A  s u m m a r y  o f th e s e  e r ro r s  is  f o u n d  in  t h e  t h i r t y - n in t h  

s e n te n c e  o f t h e  S y l la b u s  o f P o p e  P iu s  I X :  Rei'pub licae sta tus.



M A T E R I A L  C A U S E  O F  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y 3 6 7

utpote o m n iu m  ju r iu m  origo et fo n s , ju re  quodam  pollet n u l l is 

c ircum scr ip to  lim itib us .

3 °  T o d a y ,  so m e  C a th o l i c s  t e a c h  t h a t  i t  is  n o t  a s  a  p e rs o n , 

i .e . ,  a s  f o r m a l l y  an  in d iv id u a l substance o f a ra tiona l na tu re, b u t  

a s  a n  in d iv id u a l ,  i .e . ,  a s  m u lt ip l ie d  in  the sam e species, t h a t  m a n  is 

s u b o r d in a te  to  th e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty ;  f o r  m a n , th e y  s a y ,  is  

s u b o r d in a te  to  th e  e n d  o f c iv i l  so c ie ty , b e c a u s e  h e is  r e la te d  to  

c iv i l  s o c ie ty  a s  th e  p a r t  t o  t h e  w h o le ;  b u t  m a n  is  n o t  a  p a r t  o f a  

w h o le , v .g . ,  o f  t h e  h u m a n  sp e c ie s , b e c a u s e  o f h is  pe r s o n a l i t y ,  b u t  

b e c a u s e  o f  h is  i n d iv id u a t io n  b y  w h ic h  h e  is  m u l t ip lie d  in  th e  

s a m e  sp ec ie s .

B u t  th i s  o p in io n  a p p e a r s  u n te n a b le ,  b e c a u s e  s o c ie ty is  

e s s e n t ia l l y  a  u n io n  o f p e rs o n s ,  i .e .,  o f in te l l ig ible  b e in g s . I f  th is  

w e re  n o t  so , a  u n io n  o f in d iv id u a l  h o rs e s ,  o r  c o w s, o r  b e a r s ,  e tc . ,  

w o u ld  b e  a  so c ie ty .

1092. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th es is .

T H E S IS .—  T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p e r s o n  a n d  t h e  f a m 

i l y  I N  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  H A V E ,  A C C O R D 

I N G  T O  T H E  O R D I N A N C E  O F  N A T U R E ,  

T H E I R  O W N  P R O P E R  E N D S ;  A N D  T H E S E  

E N D S  A R E  D I R E C T E D  T O  T H E  E N D  O F  

C I V I L  S O C I E T Y ,  B U T  N O T  U N D E R  T H E  

A S P E C T  O F  T H E  A B S O L U T E L Y  U L T I M A T E  

E N D .

F i r s t  p a r t . —  T he in d iv id u a l person and  the fa m i ly  have 

according to the o rd inance o f na tu re , the ir  ow n proper ends.—  T h e  

p a r t s  o f a  w h o le  w h ic h  h a v e  o p e r a t io n s  d i s t i n c t  f r om  th e  o p e r a 

t io n s  o f t h e  w h o le  h a v e ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  o rd in a n c e o f  n a tu r e ,  

e n d s  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  th e  e n d s  o f t h e  w h o le , i .e .,  h a ve  t h e i r  o w n  

p r o p e r  e n d s . B u t  th e  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n  a n d  t h e  f a m ily  a r e  in  

c iv il  so c ie ty  a s  th e  p a r t s  o f a  w h o le , a n d  h a v e  o p er a t io n s  w h ic h  

a r e  n o t  th e  o p e r a t io n s  o f  th e  w h o le . T h e re fo re  t h e  in d iv id u a l  

a n d  th e  f a m i ly  in  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  h a v e ,  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  o rd in a n c e  

o f n a tu r e ,  t h e i r  o w n  p r o p e r  e n d s .
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M a jo r .—  O p e ra t io n  is a n  e n d  in  i ts e l f ,  o r  t e n d s  to  a  p ro pe r  

e n d .  T h e re fo re , w h e n  o p e r a t io n s  a re  d is t i n c t ,  e n d s  a lso  a re  

d is t i n c t .

M in o r .—  T h e  p a r t s  o f  a  w h o le  w h ic h  h a s  o n ly  u n i t y  o f  

o r d e r  h a v e  o p e r a t io n s  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  th e  o p e r a t io n s  o f  t h e  w h o le ;  

v .g . , a  so ld ie r  in  a n  a r m y  h a s  o p e ra t io n s  w h ic h  a r e n o t  t h e  o p e r 

a t io n s  o f  t h e  w h o le  a r m y  (*). B u t  c iv il  s o c ie ty ,  o f w h ic h  th e  

in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n  a n d  t h e  f a m i ly  a r e  p a r t s ,  is  a  w ho le  w h ic h  h a s  

o n ly  u n i t y  o f  o r d e r :  s o c ie ty  is  a  s ta b le  u n io n  o f a p lu r a l i t y  o f 

p e rs o n s  in  p u r s u i t  o f  a  c o m m o n  g o o d . T h e re fo re .

S econd  p a r t .—  The proper ends o f the in d iv id u a l person 

and  o f  the fa m i ly  are directed to the end o f c iv il soc iety.—  T h e  in d i 

v id u a l  p e rs o n  a n d  th e  f a m i ly  a r e  t o  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  as  t h e  p a r t s  

t o  t h e  w h o le  : t h e  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n  a n d  th e  f a m i ly a r e  th e  n a t 

u r a l  p a r t s  f r o m  w h ic h  th e  w h o le  w h ic h  is c iv i l  s o c ie ty  re s u l ts .  

B u t  t h e  e n d s  o f t h e  p a r t s  a r e  d i r e c te d  t o  t h e  e n d  of t h e  w h o le . 

T h e re fo re  th e  p r o p e r  e n d s  o f t h e  in d iv id u a l  a n d  o f t h e  fa m i ly  

a r e  d i r e c te d  to  t h e  e n d  o f c iv i l  so c ie ty .

T h e  m ajo r is  e v id e n t ,  f o r  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is c o m p o se d  o f in d i 

v id u a l  p e rs o n s  a n d  o f fa m i l ie s .

T h e  m ino r a lso  is e v id e n t :  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e  p a r t ,  a s  a  p a r t ,  

is n e c e s s a r i ly  d i r e c te d  th e  g o o d  o f th e  w h o le  (2h

T h i rd  pa r t. —  The p roper ends o f  the in d iv id u a l person 

and  o f the fa m i ly  are no t directed to the end o f c iv il society under 

the aspect o f  the abso lu tely u ltim a te  end .—  T h e  e n d  o f c iv i l  so 

c ie ty  is  th e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f th is  l i fe . B u t  th e  te m p o ra l  

h a p p in e s s  o f t h i s  l i f e  is  n o t  m a n ’s  a b s p lu te l y  u l t im a t e  e n d . 

T h e r e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  n o t  t h e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  

e n d  o f th e  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n  a n d  o f th e  fa m i ly ,  i .e.,  t h e  p r o p e r  

e n d s  o f t h e  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n  a n d  o f t h e  f a m i ly  a re n o t  d ir e c te d  

t o  th e  e n d  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty  u n d e r  th e  a s p e c t  o f t h e a b s o lu te ly  

u l t im a te  e n d .

T h e  m ajo r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  a l r e a d y  sa id . 1 2

(1 )  I n  E th ic .,  1. 1 , 1. 1 , n . 5 .
(2 )  I - I I ,  q . 1 0 9 , a . 3 , c.



M A T E R I A L  C A U S E  O F  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y 3 6 9

M in o r .—  M a n ’s a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  e n d  is t h e  b e a t i f i c  v i

s io n , fo r  w h ic h  m a n  is  s u p e r n a tu r a l l y  e le v a te d  in  ac c o rd a n c e  

w ith  th e  p o s i t iv e  o rd in a n c e  o f G o d ( 1) .

1093. S ch o l ia .—  1° T h e  c iv i l  a u th o r i t y ,  o r  t h e  S ta te ,  

a s  i t  is  c a l le d , h a s  n o  r i g h t  t o  r e fu s e  re c o g n it io n to  th e  p r o p e r  

e n d s  d e te r m in e d  b y  n a t u r e  f o r  t h e  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n a n d  f o r  th e  

fa m i ly , n o r  h a s  i t  a n y  r i g h t  t o  l im i t  th e m . O n  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  th e  

c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  is  in  d u t y  b o u n d  t o  a id  th e  in d iv idu a l  p e rs o n  a n d  

th e  f a m i ly  in  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f t h e i r  p r o p e r  e n d s , f o r  th e s e  e n d s , 

a s  d i r e c te d  t o  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f so c ie ty ,  le a d  to  t h a t  te m p o r a l  

h a p p in e s s  w h ic h  is th e  e n d  o f c iv i l  so c ie ty .

2 °  T h e  v i r tu e  b y  w h ic h  th e  g o o d  o f t h e  in d iv id u a l  pe rs o n  

a n d  o f  t h e  f a m i ly  is d i r e c te d  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty  is  le g a l  

ju s t i c e .

I n  v i r t u e  o f le g a l  ju s t ic e ,  c i t iz e n s  a re  m u tu a l l y  de p e n d e n t  

o n  o n e  a n o th e r  in  r e g a r d  to  t h e i r  e n d . M o d e r n s  c a l l t h i s  m u tu a l  

d e p e n d e n c e  so l id a r is m , w h ic h ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e m ,  is d iv id e d  

in to  h u m a n  p o l i t i c a l ,  f a m i ly , a n d  c la s s  so l id a r is m .

I n  d e a l in g  w ith  t h i s  d iv is io n ,  tw o  th in g s  m u s t  b e  ke p t  in  

m in d :  f i rs t ,  u p  to  th e  p r e s e n t ,  h u m a n i t y  is  n o t  c o ns t i t u te d  a s  

a  s o c ie ty ;  se c o n d ly ,  so l id a r is m  is  n o t  a p p l ie d  u n i  v o c a l ly  t o  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t k in d s  o f so c ie ty .

S o l id a r ism , in  t h e  s t r i c t  sen se , is  f o u n d  o n ly  in  civ i l  s o c ie ty ,  

f o r  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  t h e  o n ly  s o c ie ty  w h o se  e n d  is a  g o o d  w h ic h ,  in  

t h e  o rd e r  o f  n a tu r e ,  is  a  p e r f e c t  h u m a n  g o o d ; a n d  th e re fo re  

o n ly  in  i t  is  re a l iz e d , in  t h e  s t r i c t  se n se , le g a l  ju s t i c e  b y  w h ic h  

m a n  is  w h o l ly  d i r e c te d  to  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d .

I n  o th e r  p a r t i c u l a r  so c ie t ie s ,  th e r e  o b ta in s  b e tw e en  th e  

m e m b e rs  a n d  th e  w h o le  a  r e la t i o n  o n ly  s im i la r  to  the  r e la t io n  

o f le g a l  ju s t ic e ,  b e c a u s e  th e  g o o d  w h ic h  t h e y  p u r s ue  is  n o t  a  

p e r f e c t  g o o d , b u t  r a t h e r  a n  im p e r f e c t  g o o d . T h e r e f or e  i t  is 

o n ly  b y  a n a lo g y  t h a t  s o l id a r is m  is  f o u n d  in  th e m .

3 °  A l th o u g h  in d iv id u a l  m a n  is  d e s t in e d  fo r  c iv i l  s oc ie ty .

(1) C f. I n  P o l i t ic . ,  1. V I I ,  1. 2 .
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s o c ie ty  is  f o r  m a n ,  a n d  n o t  v ic e  v e rs a  (*), b e c a u s e i t s  p r o p e r  a n d  

im m e d ia te  e n d  is  th e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f th is  l i fe , w h ic h  is 

th e  g o o d  o f  m a n . T h e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f t h is  l i fe  is  d i r e c t ly  

th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f t h e  w h o le  m u l t i t u d e ,  a l th o u g h ,  as  a  c o n se 

q u e n c e ,  i t  b e c o m e s  t h e  g o o d  o f i n d iv id u a l  m e n  w h o  ap p r o 

p r ia te  i t  to  th e m s e lv e s .

4  ° S o c ie ty ,  u n d e r  i t s  fo rm a l a s p e c t  a s  a  u n io n , m ay  b e  c a l le d  

th e  m ea ns b y  w h ic h  m a n  a t t a i n s  th e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f  th is  

l i fe  (1 2 3) . S o c ie ty , h o w e v e r , c o n s id e re d  a s  th e  un io n  o f a ll  th e  

m e m b e rs  o f t h e  m u l t i t u d e  f o r  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  c o mm o n  g o o d , 

is  n o t  t h e  m e a n s , b u t  th e  c a u s e  b y  w h ic h  in d iv id u a l m a n  c a n  

a t t a i n  t h e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f  th is  l i f e :  f o r  t h e u n i te d  m e m 

b e rs  o f t h e  w h o le  m u l t i t u d e  a re  th e  c a u s e  o f t h a t  ha p p in e s s  

w h ic h  in d iv id u a l  m e n  l a te r  a p p r o p r ia te  to  th e m s e lv es .

5 °  A c c o rd in g  to  P iu s  X I  (8) , t h e  fo l lo w in g  a r e  th e  p r in 

c ip a l  g o o d s  o r  r ig h ts  w i th  w h ic h  G o d , th e  a u th o r  o f n a tu r e ,  h a s  

e n d o w e d  in d iv id u a l  m a n  l i v in g  in  s o c ie ty :  t h e  r i g h t to  l i fe , t o  

b o d i l y  i n t e g r i t y ,  a n d  t o  w h a te v e r  is  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  l i fe ;  t h e  r i g h t  

t o  p u r s u e  h is  u l t im a te  e n d  in  th e  m a n n e r  d e te r m in e d f o r  h im  

b y  G o d  ; t h e  r ig h ts  o f a s s o c ia t io n  a n d  o f t h e  p r i v ate  o w n e rs h ip  

a n d  u se  o f p r o p e r ty .

T h e  p r o p e r  e n d s  o f t h e  f a m i ly  a re  th e  p r o c r e a t io n  an d  e d u 

c a t io n  o f o f fsp r in g , th e  m u tu a l  a id  o f t h e  sp o u se s , a n d  th e  a l la y 

in g  o f c o n c u p is c e n c e . H e n c e  th e  fa m i ly ,  in  a c c o rd a nc e  w ith  

t h e  o rd in a n c e  o f  n a tu r e ,  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a l l  th in gs  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  

t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f th e s e  e n d s , as  a r e  th e  in d is s o lu bi l i t y  a n d  

u n i t y  o f m a r r ia g e , i t s  o w n  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  p o w e r  o f  de te r m in in g  

t h e  m e a n s  t o  a t t a i n  i t s  e n d s , w i th o u t  v io la t io n ,  h ow e v e r , o f i t s  

s u b o r d in a t io n  to  c iv i l  so c ie ty .

1094. P er so n al i sm .—  1° P e rs o n a l i s m  is t h e  te a c h in g  o f  

th o s e  w h o , in  o rd e r  to  s a f e g u a rd  th e  d ig n i ty  o f t h e h u m a n  p e r 

so n , h o ld  t h a t  t h e  e n d  o f m a n , a s  a  p e rs o n , is  s u p er io r  t o  th e  e n d  

o f c iv i l  so c ie ty . H e n c e  p e rs o n a l i s m  d e n ie s  t h a t  th e p r o p e r  e n d s

(1) D iv in i  R e d em p to r is , n . 2 9 .
(2 ) Ib id e m .
(3) ' I b id ,  n . 2 8 .
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o f in d iv id u a l  m a n  a re , a s  w e h a v e  sh o w n , d i r e c te d  to  t h e  e n d  o f 

c iv i l  so c ie ty .

2 °  A ll C a th o l ic  p h i lo s o p h e rs  h o ld  t h a t  th e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  

e n d  o f t h e  h u m a n  p e rs o n  is  n o t  s u b o r d in a te  t o  t h e  en d  o f c iv i l  

s o c ie ty . T h e  p ro b le m  w i th  w h ic h  w e  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  a t p r e s e n t  

is  th e  r e la t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  e n d s  o f  t h e  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n  a n d  th e  

e n d  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty , in  t h e  n a t u r a l  o r d e r  o n ly .

3 °  P e rs o n a l i s m  h o ld s  t h a t  m a n  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  e i th e r  

a s  a n  in d iv id u a l  o r  a s  a  p e rso n .

M a n ,  c o n s id e re d  a s  a n  in d iv id u a l ,  is , a c c o rd in g  to  p e r 

so n a l ism , a  p a r t  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty ,  a n d  is  r e la te d  to  i t  a s  t h e  p a r t  

t o  t h e  w h o le .

B u t  m a n , c o n s id e re d  a s  a  p e rs o n , is  s u p e r io r  to  c ivi l  s o c ie ty , 

a n d  is  n o t  r e la te d  to  i t  a s  t h e  p a r t  t o  th e  w h o le . T h e re fo re  th e  

e n d s  o f th e  in d iv id u a l  m a n ,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  in d ivid u a l  m a n  is  

a  p e rs o n , i .e .,  h a s  t h e  d ig n i t y  o f  a  p e rs o n , a r e  n ot  s u b o r d in a te  to  

th e  e n d  o f c iv i l  so c ie ty .

H e n c e  p e rs o n a l i s m  m a y  b e  d e f in e d : the doctrine o f  those 

who hold tha t the ends o f the in d iv id u a l m a n , in  as m uch  as the 

in d iv id u a l m a n  has the d ig n ity  o f  a person, are no t subord inate, 

in  the na tu ra l order, to the end o f c iv il society, but vice versa.

4 °  I n  r e f u ta t i o n  o f p e rs o n a l i s m , w e  m a y  m a k e  t h e  fol lo w 

in g  o b s e rv a t io n s .

a) T h e  d is t in c t io n  w h ic h  t h e  p e r s o n a l is ts  m a k e  b e tw e e n 

t h e  in d iv id u a l  a n d  th e  p e rs o n  is o f n o  v a lu e  in  t h e p r e s e n t  q u e s 

t io n .

F o r  th e  in d iv id u a l , c o n s id e re d  a s  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  n a tu r e ,  c a n  

m e a n  o n ly  o n e  o f tw o  th in g s :

either a s in gu la r  na tu re  w ithou t subsistence;

or a subsist ing  su p p o sit in  general (*), n o t  a  s u p p o s i t  s u b 

s is t i n g  in  a  r a t io n a l  n a tu r e .  1

(1) E t  d ico  su p er f lu u m  n o n  so lu m  re sp ec tu  su i ip s iu s, q u o d  e s t  su p ra 
id  q u o d  e s t  n ece ssa r iu m  in d iv id u o , se d  e t ia m  re sp ectu  a lio ru m  q u oru m  cu ra  ei  
in c u m b it ;  resp ec tu  q u oru m  d ic itu r  n e ce ssa r iu m  p erson a e , se cu n d u m  q u o d 
p erso n a  d ig n i ta te m  im p o r ta t .—  I I - I I ,  q . 3 2 , a . 5 , c.
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I f  t h e  in d iv id u a l  s ig n if ie s  a  s in g u la r  n a t u r e  w i th ou t  s u b s is t 

e n c e , i t  is  w ro n g  to  s a y  t h a t  m a n , a s  a n  in d iv id u a l,  is a  p a r t  o f 

c iv i l  s o c ie ty . F o r  s o c ie ty  is  a  s ta b le  u n io n  o f  m e n in  the order 

o f opera tion , a n d ,  m o re o v e r ,  o p e r a t io n s  a r e  p r o p e r  t o  t h e  s u p -  

p o s i t ,  i .e ., to  th e  s u b s is t in g  b e in g , n o t  to  n a t u r e w i th o u t  s u b 

s is te n c e .

I f  t h e  in d iv id u a l  m e a n s  a  s u p p o s i t  in  g e n e ra l ,  i t  is a g a in  

w ro n g  to  s a y  t h a t  m a n , a s  a n  in d iv id u a l ,  is  a  p a r t  o f c iv i l  so 

c ie ty , f o r  o th e rw is e , a s  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  p o in te d  o ut ,  a  u n io n  

o f i r r a t i o n a l  a n im a ls  w o u ld  b e  a  s o c ie ty . T h e  in d ivid u a l  m a n  

is  f o r m a l l y  a  p a r t  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty  in  a s  m u c h  a s  he  is e n d o w e d  

w i th  a n  in te l le c t ,  i .e . ,  a s  h e  is  a  p e rso n .

b) T h e  e n d  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is th e  g r e a te s t  o f  a l l  h um a n  

g o o d s . H e n c e  t h e  s u b o r d in a t io n  o f t h e  in d iv id u a l  p ers o n  to  

c iv i l  s o c ie ty , a s  th e  p a r t  to  t h e  w h o le , is  n o t  a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  

t h e  d ig n i ty  o f t h e  h u m a n  p e rs o n , b u t  is  a  s u b o r d in at io n  o f th e  

h u m a n  p e rs o n  t o  th e  h u m a n  p e rs o n ’s g r e a te s t  n a t u r a l g o o d , 

i .e ., t o  t h e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f t h is  life .

c) P e rs o n a l is m  is a  f o r m  o f  in d iv id u a lism , b e c a u s e  i t  m a k e s  

th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  s u b o r d in a te  to  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e  in d iv id u a l  

p e rso n .

1095. D i f f i c u l t ies  o f fe r e d  by  p er s o n al i s m .—  1° M a n  is  r ela te d  to 
c iv i l  s o c ie ty  as th e  p a r t  t o  th e  w h ole . B u t  m a n  is n o t  a  p a r t  o f  a  w ho le  as a 
p erso n , b u t  a s a n  in d iv id u al :  fo r  t h e  pr in c ip le  by  w h ich  m a n  is m u l t ip lie d  in  
t h e  sa m e sp ec ies  is n o t  p e r so n al i ty , b u t  th e  pr in c ip le  o f  in d iv id u a t io n . T h er e 
fo re  m a n  is n o t  a  p a r t  o f  c iv il  s o c ie ty  a s a  perso n , b u t  a s a n  in d iv id u a l ,  i.e ., 
i t  is a s a n  in d iv id u a l t h a t  m a n  is  su b o r d in a te  to  so c ie ty .  (S o  te a c h  t h e  P er - 
s o n a l is t s ) .

M a jo r ..—  A s t h e  p a r t  to  t h e  w h o le  in  th e  o rde r  o f  b e in g , I  d e n y , in  th e 
o rd er  o f  o p er a t io n , I  concede.

M in o r .—  I t  is n o t  a s a  p e rso n , b u t  a s a n  in d iv id u a l ,  t h at  m a n  is a 
p a r t  o f  a  w h o le  in  t h e  o rd er  o f  b e in g , I  con cede; in  th a t  o rde r  o f  o p er a t io n  w h ich  
c o n s t i t u te s  s o c ie ty ,  I  d en y .

S o c ie ty ,  a s w e h a v e  se en , is  n o t  a  u n io n  o f a p lu r al i t y  in  th e  o rd e r  of  
b e in g , b u t  in  th e  o rd er  o f o p e r a t io n , fo r  s o c ie t y  is a  u n io n  o f  m en  for  the 
p u r su it  o f  a  co m m o n  g o o d ; a n d , s in c e  o p era t io n  is  pro p er  t o  th e  su p p o s i t ,  i t 
is fo rm a l ly  a s a  p e rso n  th a t  m a n  is a  p a r t  o f  so c iety ,  a n d  th e re fo r e  i t  is  as a 
p erso n , n o t  a s a n  in d iv id u a l,  t h a n  m a n  is s u b o r d in ate  t o  t h e  e p d  o f  so c ie ty .

T h e  p r in c ip le  o f  in d iv id u a t io n , i .e .,  f irs t  m a t te r  s ig n e d  b y  q u a n t i t y ,  is 
th e  p r in c ip le  b y  w h ich  m a n  is m u lt ip lie d  in  a  w h o le, t h a t  is to  s a y , in  th e  sam e 
sp e c ie s,  in  th e  o rd e r  o f  b e in g .
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2 °  I f  th e  p e rso n  is  im m e d ia tel y  d es t in e d  fo r  G o d , m a n  a s a  p e rso n  is  n o t 
d e s t in e d  fo r  s o c ie ty . B u t  m an  is  im m e d ia tel y  d es t in e d  fo r  G o d  (*). T h e r e 
fo re  m a n  a s  a  p e rso n  is n o t  d e s t in e d  fo r  s o c ie ty . (S o  c la im  th e  P er so n al is ts ) .

M a j o r . —  I f  th e  p e rso n  is  im m e d ia tel y  des t in e d  fo r  G o d , is  a s  m u c h  a s 
h e , a s l iv in g  in  so c ie ty ,  d oes  n o t  a t ta in  G od , I  c o n c e d e ' , in  as m u c h  a s th e 
p erso n  is n o t  d e s t in e d  fo r  a n o th e r  c r ea tu re, as  t h e  ir ra t io n a l  a n im a l is  d e s t in e d 
fo r  m a n ,  I  d e n y .

M i n o r . —  I n  a s m u c h  a s h e,  as l i v in g  in  s o c ie ty ,  d oes n o t  a t ta in  G o d . 
I  d e n y , in  a s m u ch  a s h e  is  n o t  d e s t in e d  fo r  a n o th e r  c r ea tu re , a s th e  ir ra t io n a l  
a n im a l is d e s t in e d  fo r  m a n, I  c o n c e d e .

3 °  I f  a s a  p e rso n  m a n  w ere d e s t in e d  fo r  c iv il  s o c ie ty ,  a ll  t h a t  h e  i s  a n d 
a l l  t h a t  h e  poss esses  w ou ld  b e  d es t in e d  fo r  c iv i l  s o c ie ty . B u t  a ll  t h a t  m a n 
is a n d  a l l t h a t  h e poss esses  a re n o t  d e s t in e d  fo r  c iv il  s o c ie ty  (1 2) .  T h er e fo re 
m a n , a s  a  perso n , is  n o t  d e s t in e d  fo r  c iv i l  s o c ie ty .

M a j o r . —  A ll t h a t  m a n  is  a n d  a ll  h e  p o ss esses  w o u ld  b e  d e st in e d  fo r  
s o c ie t y  if  t h e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie t y  w ere th e  a b s o lute ly  u l t im a te  en d  o f  h u m a n 
a c ts ,  I  c o n c e d e; i f  th e  en d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie t y  is  u l t im a te  o n ly  in  it s  o w n  o rd er , 
in  a s m u ch  a s  i t  is th e  g r e a te s t  o f  a ll  h u m a n  g o o d s, I  d e n y .

M i n o r . —  B e c a u se  th e  en d  o f  c iv il  s o c ie t y  is  n o t  t h e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  
e n d  o f  h u m a n  a c ts ,  I  c o n c e d e ' , b ec a u se  m a n , a s a n  in d iv id u a l p e rso n , is  n o t 
d e s t in e d  fo r  c iv i l  s o c ie ty ,  a s  th e  p a r t  t o  t h e  w h o le , I  d e n y .

T h e  a b so lu te ly  u l t im a te  en d  o f  h u m a n  a c ts  is  a  d iv in e  g o o d , i .e . ,  th e 
b e a t i f ic  v is io n ;  a n d  th e  en d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty ,  w h ich  is  tem p o ra l h a p p in e ss , is  th e 
u l t im a te  en d  o f  h u m a n  a c ts  o n ly  in  th e  o rd er  o f h u ma n  g o o d s. H e n c e  th e 
e n d  o f c iv i l  so c ie ty  i t s e l f  m u s t  b e d e s t in e d  fo r  a  d iv in e  g o o d . H e n c e  a ll  th a t 
m a n  is  a n d  a ll  t h a t  h e  p o ss esses  a re n o t  d e s t in e d  fo r  c iv il  s o c ie ty ,  b u t  fo r  a 
h ig h er  g o o d .

4 °  T h a t  w h ic h  h a s s u b s ta n t ia l  u n i t y  is  su p e r io r  t o  th a t  w h ich  h a s o n ly 
a c c id e n ta l u n i t y .  B u t  th e  in d iv id u a l p e rso n  h a s s u bs ta n t ia l  u n i t y ,  w h erea s 
c iv il  s o c ie t y  h a s o n ly  a c c id e n ta l u n i t y ,  i .e . ,  u n i ty  o f o rd er . T h er e fo re  th e 
in d iv id u a l p e rso n  is su p er io r  to  c iv il  s o c ie ty , a n d is n o t  r e la te d  to  i t  a s th e 
p a r t  to  th e  w h o le .

M a j o r . —  A s a  b e in g , I  c o n c e d e ' , a s  a  g o o d , I  d e n y .

M i n o r . —  T h e  p r iv a te  g o o d  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l p erson  is su p er io r  t o  th e  
co m m o n  g o o d , I  d e n y , is  in fe r io r , I  c o n c e d e .

G o o d n ess a n d  b e in g , th o u g h  id e n t ic a l  in  re a li ty , a re  lo g ic a l ly  d is t in c t ,
i .e . ,  d is t in c t  b y  a  d is t in c t io n  o f  rea son ; a n d , m o re o v e r , a b so lu te  b e in g  in  n o t 
a b so lu te  g o o d n e ss , w h erea s a b so lu te , g o o d n e ss  is  rela t iv e  b e in g  (n . 5 3 3 ) . 
T h ere fo re  th e  co m m o n  g o o d  o f  p e rso n s u n i te d  in  s o c ie t y  is g rea te r  th a n  th e 
p r iv a te  g o o d  o f th e  in d iv id u a l  p e rso n .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. E x p la in  w h y  t h e  in d iv id u a l  p e rso n  h a s h is  o w n  p rop er  en d s  in  c iv il 
so c ie ty ,  a n d  w h y  th e se  en d s  a re s u b o r d in a te  to  th e  en d  o f c iv il  so c ie ty .

2 . W h a t  is  p e r s o n a lism  ?

3 . W h a t  d is t in c t io n  m a y  b e  m a d e  b e tw e e n  th e  in d iv idu a l a n d  th e 
p erso n  ?

(1 ) S o la  a u te m  n a tu ra  ra t io n a lis  c r ea ta  h a b e t  im m e dia tu m  o rd in em  
a d  D e u m ;  q u ia  ca e te ra  c r ea tu ra e  n o n  a t t in g u n t  a d  a liq u id  u n iv e rsa le , sed 
so lu m  a d  a liq u id  p a r t ic u la re , p a r t ic ip a n te s  d iv in a m  b o n ita te m  v e l  in  essen d o 
t a n tu m , s ic u t  in a n im a ta , v e l  e t ia m  in  v iv e n d o  e t  cog n o sc en d o  s in g u la r ia , s ic u t 
p la n ta e  e t  a n im a l ia .  N a tu r a  a u te m  ra t io n a lis ,  in q u an tu m  c o g n o sc it  u n iv e r 
sa lem  b o n i e t  en t is  ra t io n em , h a b e t  im m e d ia tu m  o rd in em  a d  u n iv e rsa le  esse n d i 
p r in c ip iu m .—  I I - I I ,  q . 2 , a . 3 .

(2 ) I  I I ,  q . 2 1 , a . 4 , a d  3 .



A R T I C L E  I I

P R I V A T E  O W N E R S H I P

I

L A W F U L N E S S  O F P R IV A T E  O W N E R S H I P

1 0 9 6 . S t a t e m e n t  o f  th e  q u es t io n .—  1° W e  k n o w  t h a t  

m a n  h a s  p e r f e c t  d o m in io n  o v e r  e x t e r n a l  t h i n g s ,  i .e .,  o v e r  th in g s  

w h ic h  a r e  i n f e i i o r  t o  h im ,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  a r e  de s t in e d  fo r 

m a n ’s  u s e .  S u c h  b e in g  t h e  f i n a l i t y  o f  e x t e r n a l  th ing s ,  w e  m a y  

n o w  a s k :  m a y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  m a n  a n d  t h e  f a m i ly  p o sse ss  ex 

t e r n a l  t h i n g s  ? T h i s  is  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  o w ne rsh ip .

2 °  T o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  o w n e r s h ip  is , w e  m u s t  c o n s id er  th e  

p r i n c i p a l  a c t s  w h ic h  m a n  c a n  e x e r c is e  in  r e g a r d  to  e x te rn a l  

t h in g s .  T h e s e  a c t s ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  S t .  T h o m a s  (x) , a re  th re e  in 

n u m b e r :  a) m a n a g e m e n t, i .e . ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p ro du c tion ; b) 

d is tr ib u t io n , i .e . ,  t h e  d i s p o s in g  o f  g o o d s ;  c) use, o r , in  th e  la n 

g u a g e  o f  e c o n o m is ts ,  c o n su m p tio n , i .e . ,  t h e  im m e d ia te  a p p l i c a 

t i o n  o f  e x t e r n a l  g o o d s  t o  t h e i r  e s s e n t ia l  e n d ,  w h ich  is  m a n .

T h e  t h i r d  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  a c t s ,  use, is  t h e  e n d  o f th e  o th e r

tw o .

3 °  O w n e r s h ip  is  a n t e r i o r  t o  a n d  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  u se  or  c o n 

s u m p t i o n .  T h e  t h i n g  w h ic h  a  m a n  c o n s u m e s  m a y  b e  h is o w n , 

m a y  b e lo n g  t o  a n o t h e r ,  o r  m a y  b e  a n  u n c la im e d  th in g w h ich  

b e lo n g s  t o  n o b o d y  ( r e s  (( n u l l i u s  ))). T h e r e f o r e  o wn e rsh ip  is 

c o n c e iv e d  a s  h a v i n g  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a c t s  w h ic h  a n te c e d e  u se  o r 

c o n s u m p t i o n ,  i .e .,  t o  p r o d u c t i o n  o r  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  to  d is t r i 

c t )  I I - I I ,  q . 6 6 , 2 .
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b u t io n  (*). T h e r e f o r e  o w n e r s h ip  m a y  b e  d e f in e d :  th e  p ow er to 

adm in ister  a n d  to d isp o se  o f  ex te rn a l th in g s  as o n e's  ow n.

T h is  p o w e r  is  c a l l e d  c o m m o n ,  c o l l e c t i v e ,  o r  p u b l i c  o w n e r 

sh ip , w h e n  i t  b e lo n g s  t o  a  c o m m u n i t y ;  a n d  p r i v a t e  ow n e r s h ip ,  

w hen  i t  b e lo n g s  t o  a  p r i v a t e  m a n ,  i .e . ,  t o  a n  i n d i vi d u a l  m a n  o r  

to  a  p r i v a t e  m o r a l  p e r s o n .

4 °  P r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  c a n  h a v e  v a r i o u s  f o r m s ;  i t  c a n b e  

ind iv idua l, dom estic , p a tr ia rc h a l, e t c .  (1 2) .

A g a in , w e  m a y  c o n s id e r  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip  in  t h e  a b st r a c t ,  

i.e ., in  r e l a t i o n  t o  e x t e r n a l  t h i n g s  g e n e r a l l y  a n d  i n d i s c r i m a t e l y ,  

or in  t h e  c o n c r e te ,  i .e . ,  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  p a r t i c u l a r t h i n g s .

I n  o u r  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  w e  a r e  n o t  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e v a r io u s  

fo rm s o f p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip ,  b u t  w i t h  p r i v a t e  o w n e r sh ip  i n  t h e  

a b s t r a c t ,  i .e . ,  u n d e r  i t s  g e n e r a l  a s p e c t .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  

q u e s t io n  w h ic h  a t  p r e s e n t  c o n c e r n s  u s  is  t h i s  : h a s t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

m a n , i .e . ,  t h e  p r i v a t e  p e r s o n ,  t h e  r i g h t  o f  o w n in g , o f  a d m i n i s t e r 

ing, a n d  o f  d is p o s in g  o f  e x t e r n a l  t h i n g s ,  o r  d o e s  th i s  r i g h t  b e lo n g  

so le ly  t o  c iv i l  s o c ie t y  ?

5 °  T h e  p r i n c i p a l  d iv i s io n  o f  e x t e r n a l  t h i n g s  is  t h ei r  d i v i 

sion  in to  c o n su m p tib le  goods a n d  p ro d u c t ive  goods. C o n su m p 

t iv e  goods ( c o n s u m p t i o n  g o o d s )  a r e  g o o d s  w h ic h  a r e  c o n s u m e d  

in th e i r  u s e , a s  f o o d  a n d  d r i n k .  P r o d u c t i v e  g o o d s  (p r o d u c t i o n  

goods) a r e  g o o d s  w h ic h  a r e  d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c ti o n  o f  n e w  

goods o r  p r o d u c t s ,  a s  a  p ie c e  o f  l a n d ,  e tc .

(1 ) T h e  c h ie fes t  a n d  m o s t  e x c el le n t  r u le  fo r  t h e  r ig h t  u s e  o f  m o n ey  is 

one w h ich  t h e  h e a t h e n  p h il os o p h e r s  in d ic a t e d,  b u t  w h i c h  t h e  C h u r c h  h as 

t raced  o u t  cle ar ly ,  a n d  h as  n o t  o nl y  m a de  k no w n  t o  m e n ’s m in d s,  b u t  h as 

im p ressed  u p o n  th e i r  l i v e s .  I t  r e s ts  o n  t h e  p r in c iple  t h a t  i t  is  o n e  t h in g  t o 

have a  r ig h t  t o  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  m o n ey ,  a n d  a n o th e r  t o  h a v e  a  ri gh t  t o  use 

m oney as o n e  ple as e s .—  L e o  X I I I ,  R e r u m  N o v a r u m .

(2 ) L e o  X I I I  h a s  w is e l y  t a u gh t  t h a t  « t h e  d e f in ing  o f  p r iv a t e  pos s e s s io n
has b een  le f t  b y  G od  to  m a n ’s in d u s t r y  a n d  t o  th e  la w s  o f  in d iv id u a l  p eo p les  ». 
H isto ry  p r o v e s  t h a t  t h e  r ig h t  o f  o w n e r s h ip ,  l ik e  o th e r  e le m e n ts  o f  s o c ia l  l i f e , 
is n o t  a b s o lu te ly  r ig id , a n d  t h is  d o c t r in e  W e  O u r s elv e s  h a v e  g iv e n  u t t e r a n c e 
to  on  a p r e v io u s  o c c a s io n  in  t h e  f o l lo w in g  t e r m s :  « H o w  v a r ie d  a r e  t h e  fo r m s
w hich  t h e  r ig h t  o f  p r o p e r t y  h a s a s s u m e d  ! F i r s t ,  t he  p r im i t iv e  fo r m  u s e d  

a m o n g st ru d e  a n d  s a v a g e  p e o p le s ,  w h ic h  s t i l l  e x is t s in  c e r ta in  lo c a l i t ie s  e v e n 
in  ou r o w n  d a y ;  t h e n ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  p a t r ia r c h a l  a g e ;  la t e r  c a m e  v a r io u s  t y r a n 
n ica l t y p e s  (W e  u s e  t h e  w o r d  in  i t s  c la s s ic a l  m e a n in g ) ;  f in a l ly ,  t h e  fe u d a l  a n d 
m o n a rch ic s y s t e m s  d o w n  t o  t h e  v a r ie t ie s  o f  m o r e  r e ce n t  t im e s .  )> —  Q u a d r a 
gesim o A n n o .
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1097. O p in io n s .—  1 °  A b so lu te  C o m m u n ism h o ld s  t h a t  

t h e  o w n e r s h ip  o f  a ll  g o o d s , i n c lu d in g  c o n s u m p t ib le  g o o d s , b e 

lo n g s  e x c lu s iv e ly  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  S u c h  is  t h e  te ac h in g  of 

P l a t o .

2 °  M o d e ra te  C o m m u n ism , i .e . ,  c o l le c t i v i s m , re s e rv e s  a l l  

p r o d u c t i v e  g o o d s  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  (1) . I t  te a c h e s  th a t  th e  

p u b l i c  a u t h o r i t y  is  b o u n d  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  la b o r  a m o n g  

i t s  c i t i z e n s ,  e i t h e r  a c c o r d in g  t o  p e r f e c t  e q u a l i t y , o r  a c c o rd in g  

t o  e a c h  o n e ’s  n e c e s s i t y ,  o r  a c c o r d in g  t o  l a b o r  a n d  m e r i t .  S u c h  

is  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  M a r x ,  E n g e ls  (1 2) ,  a n d  g e n e r a l ly  o f  c o m m u n is ts  

t o d a y .

3 °  O th e r s  a d m i t  t h e  la w f u ln e s s  o f  p r i v a t e  o w n e rs h ip, b u t  

h o ld  t h a t  t h i s  l a w f u ln e s s  d e r iv e s  e i t h e r  f r o m  t h e  civ i l  la w , as  

t e a c h  M o n t e s q u i e u ,  B a b e u f ,  B e n t h a m ,  R o b e s p ie r r e ,  a nd  th e  

N a t i o n a l  S o c ia l i s ts  in  G e r m a n y ,  o r  f r o m  a n  e x p l ic i t o r  a n  im 

p l i c i t  p a c t ,  a s  t e a c h  L o c k e ,  G r o t iu s ,  P u f e n d o r f ,  e tc .

4 °  A c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e  c o m m o n ly  a c c e p te d  a m o ng  

C a t h o l i c s  a n d  s a n c t i o n e d  b y  t h e  H o l y  S e e , t h e  p r i v ate  o w n e r 

s h ip  o f  b o t h  p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  c o n s u m p t i b l e  g o o d s  is  na tu r a l ly  

l a w f u l ,  i .e . ,  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w ;  mo re o v e r ,  i t  is 

n e c e s s a r y ,  i .e . ,  im p o s e d  b y  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w . H e n c e , th e  r ig h t  

o f  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip  m a y  n o t  b e  a b o l i s h e d  b y  th e  c iv i l  a u 

t h o r i t y ,  f o r  i t  h a s  i t s  o r ig in  in  n a t u r e .

1098. S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  th e s is .

T H E S IS .—  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  l a w , t h e

P R I V A T E  O W N E R S H I P  O F  B O T H  P R O 

D U C T I V E  A N D  C O N S U M P T I B L E  G O O D S  

I S  N O T  O N L Y  L A W F U L ,  B U T  N E C E S S A R Y .

F ir s t  p a r t . —  A c c o rd in g  to the n a tu ra l law , the priva te owner

s h ip  o f  both p ro du c tive  a n d  c o n su m p tib le  goods is la w fu l.— O w n er-

(1 )  N o r  is  t i i e  in d iv id u a l  g r a n t e d  a ny  p r o p er t y  r ig h t s  oy er  m a ter ia l  
g o o ds  o r  t h e  m e a n s  o f  p r o d u c t io n,  fo r  in a s m u c h  a s  th e s e  a re  th e  sou rce of 
f u r th e r  w e a l t h ,  t h e i r  p o s s e s s io n  w o uld  g iv e  o ne  m a n  pow er  o v er  ano th er .  
P r e c is el y  o n  th i s  sc o r e,  a ll  fo r m s  o f  p r iv a te  p r o p e r ty  m u s t  b e  e ra d ica ted , for 
t h e y  a r e  a t  t h e  o r ig in  o f  a ll  e c o n o m ic  e n s la v e m e n t .—  D i v i n i  R e d e m p t o r i s , n . 10.

(2 )  E n g e l s ,  in  A n t i - D u r h i n g ,  t e a c h e s  t h a t  « s o c ia l o w n e rsh ip  ex tend s 

t o  la n d s  a n d  to  t h e  m e a n s  o f  p r o d u c t io n , a n d  in d iv id u a l  o w n e rsh ip  to  p rod
u c t s ,  i .e . ,  t o  o b je c t s  o f  c o n s u m p t io n  )).
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sh ip  t o  w h ic h  m a n  h a s  a  s t r o n g  n a t u r a l  i n c l i n a t i o n  is  la w f u l  

a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w .  B u t  m a n  h a s  a  s t r o n g  n a t u r a l  

in c l in a t io n  t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  b o t h  p r o d u ct i v e  a n d  

c o n s u m p t ib le  g o o d s . T h e r e f o r e ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  n a tu r a l  la w ,  

th e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip  o f  b o t h  p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  c o n s u mp t i b l e  

goo d s is  la w f u l .

T h e  m a jo r is  e v i d e n t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  is  in  a c c o r d 

an ce  w i th  n a t u r a l  i n c l i n a t i o n .

M in o r .—  a) B e c a u s e  i n d i v i d u a l  m a n  is  a  r a t i o n a l  b e in g ,  

he h a s  a  s h a r e  in  d i v i n e  P r o v id e n c e ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  is  d e s t i n e d  

to  p r o v id e  f o r  h is  o w n  n e c e s s i t i e s  a n d  h is  o w n  p r o gr e s s  n o t  on ly - 

in  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  B u t ,  in  o r d e r  th a t  i n d i v i d u a l  

m a n  p r o v id e  f o r  h is  n e c e s s i t i e s  a n d  p r o g r e s s ,  e s p e cia l l y  i n  t h e  

f u tu r e ,  h e  h a s  a  n a t u r a l  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r i v a t e o w n e r s h ip  

of b o th  p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  c o n s u m p t i b l e  g o o d s ;  i n d e e d ,  h e  c a n n o t  

h o p e  t o  c o p e  w i t h  l i f e ’s m a n y  n o r m a l  e v e n t u a l i t i e s , a s  o ld  a g e ,  

s ick n ess, a n d  a c c id e n t s ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r sh ip  o f  b o t h  

p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  c o n s u m p t i b l e  g o o d s . T h e r e f o r e .

b) I n d i v i d u a l  m a n  a s  h e a d  o f  a  f a m i l y  m u s t  p r o v id e  f or  

h is  w ife  a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  w h o  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  f a t h e r  

fo r fo o d , c lo th in g ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  l ife . B u t ,  t o  

p ro v id e  f o r  h is  w i fe  a n d  f a m i l y ,  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  f am i l y  h a s  a  n a t 

u ra l i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  o w n er s h ip  o f  b o t h  

p r o d u c t iv e  a n d  c o n s u m p t i b l e  g o o d s . T h e r e f o r e .

c) I n d i v i d u a l  m a n  h a s  a  n a t u r a l  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  w h a t is  m o s t  

u se fu l  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  s a f e g u a r d i n g  o f  h is  la w f u l  l i b e r t y .  

B u t t h e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip  o f  b o t h  p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  c on s u m p t i b l e  

g o o d s is  m o s t  u s e f u l  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  s a f e g u ar d in g  o f  

m a n ’s  la w f u l  l i b e r t y :  w i t h o u t  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip ,  i nd i v i d u a l  

m a n  is  t o o  d e p e n d e n t  o n  o t h e r s  a n d  o n  c iv i l  s o c ie ty.  T h e r e 

fo re.

T h e  w ho le  ar g u m e n t  m ay  be  s t a t e d  v e ry  b r i e f ly  as  f ol l o w s :  T h e  c o n 
se rv a t io n  o f  l i f e ,  l ib e r t y ,  e t c . ,  a r e  p r o p e r  e n ds  w h ic h  in d iv id u a l  m e n  a n d  t h e 

fa m il y  a re  d es t in e d  by  th e ir  n a tu r e  to  a t t a in .  B u t  th e  pr iv a t e  o w ner s h ip  

o f b o th  p r o d u c t iv e  a n d  c o n s u m p t ible  g o o ds  a r e  m o s t  u s e ful  f o r  t h e  a t t a in 
m en t o f  t h es e  e n d s . T h e r e fo r e,  a c c o r din g  to  th e  n a tur a l  la w ,  t h e  p r i v a t e  

ow n ersh ip  o f  t h e s e  g o o d s  is  la w fu l .
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S e co n d  p a r t .—  A c c o rd in g  to the  n a tu r a l  la w , the  p r iva te 

o w n e rsh ip  o f  both p ro du c tive  a n d  c o n su m p tib le  goods is  necessa ry . 

—  A n y  i n s t i t u t i o n  w h ic h  s t i m u l a t e s  p r o d u c t i o n ,  f a c il i t a t e s  t h e  

o r d e r l y  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  h u m a n  a f f a i r s ,  a n d  f o s t e r s  p ea c e  a m o n g  

m e n  is , a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w ,  a  n e c e s s a r y  in s t i t u t i o n .  

B u t  t h e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip  o f  b o t h  p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  c on s u m p 

t i b l e  g o o d s  is  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  w h ic h  s t i m u l a t e s  p r o du c t i o n ,  f a c i l 

i t a t e s  t h e  o r d e r l y  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  h u m a n  a f f a i r s ,  a n d f o s te r s  

p e a c e  a m o n g  m e n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  n a t u r al  la w , 

t h e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip  o f  b o t h  p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  c o n s u mp t i b l e  

g o o d s  is  n e c e s s a r y (1).

M a jo r .—  T h e  n a t u r a l  l a w  r e q u i r e s  p r o d u c t i o n :  a c c o r d in g  

t o  n a t u r e ,  e x t e r n a l  t h i n g s  a r e  m a d e  u s e f u l  f o r  m a n  b y  m e a n s  

o f  l a b o r  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n .

I n  l i k e  m a n n e r ,  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  r e q u i r e s  o r d e r  a n d  p e a c e  in  

s o c ie ty .

M in o r .—  a) P r iv a te  o w n e r s h ip . . .  s t im u la te s  p ro d u c tio n.—  

P r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip  is  a  s t im u lu s  t o  l a b o r :  a  m a n  t a ke s  m u c h  

m o r e  c a r e  in  lo o k in g  a f t e r  s o m e t h in g  w h ic h  b e lo n g s  s o le ly  to  

h im s e l f  t h a n  h e  d o e s  in  lo o k in g  a f t e r  w h a t  b e lo n g s  t o  e v e r y b o d y ,  

o r  t o  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s :  a  m a n  w i l l  s h i r k  wo r k  a n d  

l e a v e  t o  a n o t h e r  d u t i e s  w h ic h  b e lo n g  t o  t h e  c o m m u n it y ,  a s  h a p 

p e n s  w h e n  m a n y  a r e  e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e nt  o f 

w o rk .

b) P r iv a te  o w n e r s h ip . . . fa c i l i ta te s  th e  o rd er ly  m an agem en t 

o f  h u m a n  a f fa i r s .—  T h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  h u m a n  a f f a i r s  is  m o re  

o r d e r l y  in  t h e  d e g r e e  i n  w h ic h  i n d i v i d u a l  m e n  a r e  en t r u s t e d  w i th  

a f f a i r s  o f  t h e i r  o w n ;  c o n f u s io n  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  i nd i s c r im in a te  

a s s ig n in g  o f  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  a f f a i r s  t o  a  g r o u p  of  i n d i v id u a ls ,  

b u t  t o  n o  p e r s o n  in  p a r t i c u l a r .

c) P r iv a te  o w n e r s h ip . . . fo s te rs  peace a m o n g  m e n .—  A  m a n  

is  c o n t e n t e d  w h e n  h e  p o s s e s s e s  g o o d s  a s  h is  o w n . O n t h e  o th e r  

h a n d ,  w e  k n o w  f r o m  e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  q u a r r e l s  f r e q u e nt l y  a r is e  

a m o n g  t h o s e  w h o  p o s s e s s  g o o d s  in  c o m m o n .

(1 )  I I - I I ,  q . 6 6 ,  a . 2 .
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1099. S c ho l ia .—  1 °  P r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip  is  n e c e s s a r y  a c 

c o r d in g  t o  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  p r e c e p t s  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  law . F o r ,  in  

t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  h u m a n  n a t u r e ,  i t  is  a  m e a n s w h ic h  is  n e c e s 

s a r y ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  e s s e n t ia l  e n d  o f  e x t e r n a l  th i n g s ,  w h ic h  is  

m a n ’s  u t i l i t y ,  m a y  b e  e a s i l y  a n d  r e a d i l y  a t t a i n e d .

M a n y  C a th o l i c s  h o ld  t h a t  i t  is  o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  O r igin a l  s in  

t h a t  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip  is  n e c e s s a r y .  F o r ,  t h e y  s a y , if  o u r  

F i r s t  P a r e n t s  h a d  n o t  f a l le n ,  t h e  c o m m o n  o w n e r s h ip  o f  g o o d s  

w o u ld  b e  s u f f i c ie n t  t o  e n s u r e  m a n ’s g i v in g  h is  d u e  s h a r e  o f  l a b o r ,  

a n d  t o  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r  a n d  p e a c e .  W h i le  w e  a d m i t  t h at  t h e  

n e c e s s i t y  o f  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip  w a s  m a d e  g r e a t e r  b e ca u s e  o f  

O r ig in a l  s in ,  w e  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  ne c e s s a r y  

e v e n  i f  O r ig in a l  s in  h a d  n o t  b e e n  c o m m i t t e d .

2 °  T h e  o w n e r s h ip  o f  c e r t a i n  g o o d s  m a y  b e  r e s e r v e d  to  c i v i l  

s o c ie ty  w h e n  t h e  p r i v a t e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e m  w o u ld  giv e  i n d i v i d 

u a l  c i t i z e n s  a n  e c o n o m ic  p o w e r  w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  h a r m fu l  t o  t h e  

c o m m o n  g o o d  0 ) .  B u t  i t  is  a  g r ie v o u s  e r r o r  t o  h o ld  t h a t  t h e  

p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip  o f  p r o d u c t i v e  g o o d s  is  o f  i t s  n a tu r e  u n l a w 

fu l  (1 2).

3 °  T h e  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  h a s  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t p r i v a t e  

p o s s e s s io n s  b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  i t s  la w s  (3) , b u t ,  in  d o in g  so , 

m u s t  e v e r  s a f e g u a r d  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d . T h e r e f o r e  t h e  S t a t e  

m u s t  n o t  e x h a u s t  t h e  m e a n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  b y  c r u s h in g  t a x e s  

a n d  t r i b u t e s  (4) .

1100. M odes o f  a c q u ir in g  o w n e r s h ip .—  1° P r e l im in a 

r ie s .—  a )  T h e  m o d e s  o f  a c q u i r i n g  o w n e r s h ip  a r e  t h e  w a y s  in  

w h ic h  a  m a n  c a n  a c q u i r e  t h e  o w n e r s h ip  o f d e t e r m i n a te  t h i n g s .

b) T h e  m o d e s  o f  a c q u i r i n g  o w n e r s h ip  a r e  d i v id e d  i n t o  tw o  

m a in  c a te g o r i e s :  p r im i t i v e  m o d e s  a n d  d e r iv e d  m o d e s .

P r i m i t i v e  m o d e s  o f a c q u i r i n g  o w n e r s h ip  a r e  t h o s e  w hic h  

d o  n o t  p r e s u p p o s e  t h e  p r e v io u s  o w n e r s h ip  o f t h e  th in g .

(1 )  Q u a d r a g e s i m o  A n n o .

(2) I b i d e m .

(3) R e r u m  N o v a ru m .
( 4 )  R e r u m  N o v a ru m .
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D e r i v e d  m o d e s  o f a c q u i r i n g  o w n e r s h ip  a r e  th o s e  w h ich  p re 

s u p p o s e  t h e  p r e v io u s  o w n e r s h ip  o f  t h e  th in g .

c) T h e  p r i m i t i v e  m o d e s  o f a c q u i r i n g  o w n e r s h ip  a r e  tw o  

in  n u m b e r :  f i r s t ,  o c c u p a n c y  o f  a n  u n c la im e d  t h i n g  wh ic h  

b e lo n g s  t o  n o  o n e  ( o c c u p a t i o  r e i  « n u l l i u s  » ) ;  s e c on d ly ,  la b o r .

O c c u p a n c y  o f a n  u n c la i m e d  th i n g  w h ic h  b e lo n g s  to  n o o n e  

is  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  t h a t  t h i n g  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t io n  o f p o sse ss 

in g  i t  a s  o n e ’s  o w n . T h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  a  t h i n g  ma y  b e  

p h y s ic a l , a s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  a  d e e r  o r  o th e r  w i ld  a n im al 

b y  a  h u n t e r ;  o r  i t  m a y  b e  m o ra l, w h ic h  c o n s is ts  in  p la c in g  on  

a  t h i n g  a  d u r a b l e  s ig n  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  h as  b e e n  a p 

p r o p r i a t e d  b y  s o m e o n e .

L a b o r  is  a  p r i m i t i v e  m o d e  o f  a c q u i r i n g  o w n e rs h ip  in as 

m u c h  a s  m a n  b y  h is  o w n  l a b o r  p r o d u c e s  s o m e th in g  in  a  m a te r ia l  

t h i n g ,  a s  w h e n  h e  p r o d u c e s  a  s t a t u e  f r o m  a  b lo c k  o f m a rb le . 

« T h e  o n l y  f o r m  o f  l a b o r  w h ic h  g iv e s  t h e  w o r k in g m a n a  t i t l e  

t o  i t s  f r u i ts , ) )  w r i t e s  P i u s  X I ,  « is  t h a t  w h ic h  a  m a n  e x e rc ises  

a s  h is  o w n  m a s t e r ,  a n d  b y  w h ic h  s o m e  n e w  f o r m  o r  n ew  v a lu e  

is  p r o d u c e d  » O ) .

T h e  d e r i v e d  m o d e s  o f  a c q u i r i n g  o w n e r s h ip  a r e  a lso  of tw o  

k i n d s :

t h e  f i r s t  c o n s is t s  in  t r a n s f e r  f r o m  o n e  p o s s e s s o r  to  a n o th e r ;

t h e  s e c o n d  c o n s is t s  in  t h i s :  t h e  t h i n g  p o s se ss e d  b y a  m a n  

g ro w s  ( i n c r e m e n t )  a n d  p r o d u c e s  f r u i t  ( f r u c t i f i c a t i on ) ,  a s  w h e n  

a n  a n im a l  w h ic h  a  m a n  p o s s e s s e s  g ro w s  a n d  e n g e n d e r s o f fsp r in g .

T r a n s f e r  f r o m  o n e  p o s s e s s o r  t o  a n o t h e r  c a n  ta k e  p lac e  in  

tw o  w a y s :

1) b y  t r a d i t io n , i .e .,  b y  a  p o s i t i v e  a c t  o f  t h e  w ill e x tr in s i-  

c a l l y  m a n i f e s t e d  b y  w h ic h  a  p o s s e s s o r  t r a n s f e r s  h is p r o p e r t y  to  

a n o t h e r ,  e i t h e r  b y  d o n a t i o n ,  o r  b y  s a le  b e tw e e n  t h e l iv in g , o r  b y  

w i l l  o r  t e s t a m e n t ;

2 )  b y  n a tu r a l  in te s ta te  su cc e ss io n,—  n a t u r a l  t r a n s f e r  b y  a n  

i n t e s t a t e  p e r s o n ,—  in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  p o s s e s s io n s  o f p a r e n ts  n a t 

u r a l l y ,  i .e . ,  s o le ly  in  v i r t u e  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w , b e c o m e  th e  p ro p -  1

(1 )  Q u a d ra g e s im o  A n n o .
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e r ty  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  e v e n  w i t h o u t  a n  e x p r e s s  a c t o f  t h e  w il l 

of t h e  p a r e n t s .

2 °  I n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  f o r e g o in g  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  w e  sh a l l  n o w  

p ro v e  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  w h ic h  f o l lo w .

1) O ccu p an cy  o f  a n  u n c la im e d  th in g  w h ic h  belongs to n o one 

is a p r im it iv e  m od e o f  a c q u ir in g  o w n e r s h ip.—  A  p r i m i t i v e  m o d e  o f  

a c q u i r in g  o w n e r s h ip  is  a  n a t u r a l  m o d e  o f  a c q u i r i n g  o w n e r s h ip  

w h ich  p r e s u p p o s e s  n o  p r e v io u s  p o s s e s s io n .  B u t  o c c u pa n c y  o f  

an u n c la im e d  t h i n g  w h ic h  b e lo n g s  t o  n o  o n e  ( o c c u p a ti o  r e i  

« n u l l iu s  » ) is  a  n a t u r a l  m o d e  o f  a c q u i r i n g  o w n e r s hip  w h ic h  

p re su p p o s e s  n o  p r e v io u s  p o s s e s s io n .  T h e r e f o r e  o c c u pa n c y  o f a n  

u n c la im e d  t h i n g  w h ic h  b e lo n g s  t o  n o  o n e  is  a  p r i m i ti v e  m o d e  

of a c q u i r i n g  o w n e r s h ip .

T h e  m a jo r is  s e l f - e v i d e n t .

M in o r .—  A n  u n c la i m e d  t h i n g  w h ic h  b e lo n g s  t o  n o  o n e  is  

negatively co m m o n , a n d  t h e r e f o r e  l ie s  o p e n  f o r  o c c u p a n c y  b y  

a n y o n e : b y  o c c u p a n c y  a  m a n  m a n i f e s t s  h is  w i l l  t o  p os s e s s  t h e  

th in g  a s  h is  o w n  b y  e x c lu d in g  a l l  o t h e r s  f r o m  t h e  po s s e s s io n  o f  

it.

2 ) L a bo r is  a lso a  p r im i t iv e  m od e o f  a c q u ir in g  o w n e r s hip .—  

I f  m a n  h a s  d o m in io n  o v e r  h is  o w n  a c t i v i t y ,  l a b o r  is a  p r i m i t i v e  

m o d e  o f  a c q u i r i n g  o w n e r s h ip .  B u t  m a n  h a s  d o m in io n  ov e r  h is  

ow n a c ts .  T h e r e f o r e  l a b o r  is  a  p r i m i t i v e  m o d e  o f  a cq u i r i n g  

o w n e rsh ip .

M a jo r .—  I f  m a n  h a s  d o m in io n  o v e r  h is  o w n  a c t i v i t y ,  h e  

h as  d o m in io n  a ls o  o v e r  i t s  t e r m ,  i .e . ,  o v e r  t h e  p r od u c t s  o f  h is  

la b o r . H e n c e  a  m a n  w h o  in  h i s  o w n  n a m e  e x p e n d s  l a b or  o n  

s o m e th in g  w h ic h  b e lo n g s  t o  h im s e l f  h a s  a  r i g h t  t o  th e  o w n e r 

sh ip  o f  t h e  f r u i t s  r e s u l t i n g  t h e r e f r o m .  B u t  i f  a  m an  h i r e s  h is  

la b o r  a n d  e x p e n d s  i t  o n  w h a t  b e lo n g s  t o  a n o t h e r ,  h e h a s  a  r i g h t  

o n ly  t o  w h a t  w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  a  j u s t  c o n t r a c t .

T h e  m in o r is  e v i d e n t  f r o m  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  a l r e a d y  s a id .

3 ) T h e  in c re m e n t a n d  f r u c t i f ic a t io n  o f  a possessed  th in g  con 

stitu te  a de r ived  m od e o f  a c q u ir in g  o w n e r s h ip.—  A m a n  w h o  p o s 

sesses a n  e x te r n a l  t h i n g  p o s s e s s e s  a ls o  i t s  p o w e r s  a n d  i t s  a c t i v i t y ,
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a n d  h e n c e  a ls o  t h e  t e r m  o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  i .e . ,  w h ate v e r  i t  p ro 

d u c e s  f r o m  i t s e l f .

4 )  T h e  tra n s fe r  o f  a  possessed  th in g  f r o m  one possessor to 

ano the r  is  a derived  m ode o f  a c q u ir in g  o w n e rsh ip.—  T r a n s f e r  of 

t h i s  k i n d  is  m a d e  a c c o r d in g  t o  m o d e s  w h ic h  r e s u l t  fr o m  th e  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h i n g s ,  a n d  a r e  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  c o m m on  g o o d .

a )  T h e  m o d e s  o f  a c q u i r i n g  o w n e r s h ip  b y  tra d itio n , i .e ., 

b y  a  p o s i t i v e  a c t  o f  t h e  w i l l  e x t r i n s i c a l l y  m a n i f e st e d  b y  w h ic h  a  

p o s s e s s o r  t r a n s f e r s  h is  p r o p e r t y  t o  a n o t h e r ,  e i t h e r b y  d o n a t io n ,  

o r  b y  s a le  b e tw e e n  t h e  l i v in g ,  o r  b y  w i l l  :

r e su lt  f r o m  the  p o sse ss io n  o f  th in g s : a  m a n  w h o  h a s  p e r fe c t  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  a  t h i n g  m a y  f r e e ly  d is p o s e  o f  i t ,  a n d h e n c e  tr a n s f e r  

i t  t o  a n o t h e r ,  e v e n  a f t e r  h is  d e a t h  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  wi l l ;

are req u ired  by  the  co m m o n  good: m a n ’s s o c ia l  n a tu r e ,  w h ich  

d e m a n d s  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  m e n  a s s i s t  o n e  a n o t h e r  b y  a m u tu a l  e x 

c h a n g e  o f  g o o d s , r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t r a d it io n  o r  e x c h a n g e  o f o w n e r 

s h ip  a m o n g  t h e  l i v i n g  b e  a  d e r i v e d  m o d e  o f  a c q u i r i ng  o w n e rsh ip .

T h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  a ls o  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t r a n s f e r  o f  o w n ersh ip  

b y  w i l l  b e  a  d e r i v e d  m o d e  o f  a c q u i r i n g  o w n e r s h ip :  th e  o p p o r 

t u n i t y  o f  c h o o s in g  h is  h e i r s  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  w il l p rov id e s  a  m a n  

w i t h  a  g r e a t  i n c e n t i v e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  in  h is  w o r k  a n d to  a v o id  

p r o d i g a l i t y ;  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i f  a  m a n  w e re  n o t  fr e e  to  b e 

q u e a t h  h is  p r o p e r t y  t o  h e i r s  o f  h is  o w n  c h o o s in g ,  esp e c ia l l y  to  

h is  c h i l d r e n ,  h e  w o u ld  b e  in c l i n e d ,  t o  h is  o w n  d e t rim e n t  a n d  to  

t h a t  o f  s o c ie ty ,  t o  s q u a n d e r  h is  g o o d s . F i n a l l y ,  t he  g o o d  o f th e  

f a m i l y  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  p a r e n t s  b e  a b le  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  c h i ld re n ,  n o t  

s t r a n g e r s ,  t h e i r  h e i r s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  b e  a b le  t o  d is t r i b u te  th e i r  

g o o d s  a m o n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e i r  d e s e rt s  a n d  r e e d s .

b) T h e  m o d e  a f  a c q u i r i n g  o w n e r s h ip  b y  n a t u r a l  i n te s tate  

s u c c e s s io n  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th in g s  a s s o m e th in g  re 

q u i r e d  b y  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  f o r  t h e  g oo d  o f th e  

f a m i l y  is  t h e  s p e c ia l  e n d  o f  p r i v a t e  p o s s e s s io n :  i t is  e sp e c ia l ly  

a s  h e a d  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  a s  w e  h a v e  s e e n , t h a t  m a n  n atu r a l l y  te n d s  

t o  a c q u i r e  o w n e r s h ip .
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I I

S O CIA L  C H A R A C T E R  O F  P R I V A T E  O W N E R S H I P

1101. S t a t e m e n t  o f  th e  q u es t io n .—  1 ° W e  h a v e  a l 

read y  s e e n  t h a t  m a n  a s  a  p r i v a t e  p e r s o n  m a y  p o s s e s s a s  h i s  o w n  

b o th  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i n g s .  N o w w e  m u s t  

deal w i th  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e  use o f  t h i n g s  w h ic h  a r e  

p o ssessed  p r i v a t e l y  is  w h o l l y  p r i v a t e ,  o r  w h e t h e r  it  r e m a i n s  in  

som e w a y  c o m m o n .  T h i s  is  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c ia l c h a r 

a c te r  o f  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip .

2 °  U s e  is  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a n  e x t e r n a l  t h i n g  

to  i ts  e s s e n t ia l  e n d ,  w h ic h  is  m a n ’s u t i l i t y .  I t  is c a l l e d  t h e  con 

sum ption  o f  goods b y  m o d e r n  w r i te r s .

1102. O p in io n s .—  1° A m o n g  s o m e  p e o p le s ,  a s  A r i s t o t l e  

o b se rv es  (x) ,  e a c h  o n e  u s e d  t o  h a v e  h is  o w n  f ie ld  ap a r t  f r o m  t h a t  

of o th e rs , b u t  a l l  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e  f ie ld s  w e r e  m ad e  c o m m o n  p r o p 

e rty  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  a m o n g  a l l .  H e n c e  p r i v a t e  o w n e rs h ip  

am o n g  t h e s e  p e o p le s  r e m a i n e d  w h o l l y  c o m m o n  a s  r e g a rd s  i t s  

use.

2 °  T h e  a d h e r e n t s  o f  E c o n o m ic  L i b e r a l i s m ,  in  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  

p r in c ip le s  o f  t h e i r  d o c t r i n e ,  w h ic h  l e a d s  t o  i n d i v id u a l i s m ,  d o  n o t. 

reco g n ize  in  a  p o s i t i v e  m a n n e r  t h e  e x i s te n c e  o f  t h e s o c ia l  c h a r 

a c te r o f  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e y  d e n y  i t  a t  l e a s t  

im p l ic i ty  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  c l a i m  f o r  t h e  i n di v i d u a l  a  

l ib e r ty  in  e c o n o m ic  m a t t e r s  w h ic h  is  t o o  a b s o lu t e .

3 °  A c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  o p in io n  o f  A r i s t o t l e  a n d  S t .  T ho m a s  

(1 2), a n d  a ls o  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  s o c ia l  d o c t r i n e  s et  f o r t h  b y  L e o  

X I I I  in  R e r u m  N o v a ru m a n d  b y  P i u s  X I  in  Q u ad rag es im o  A n n o , 

p r iv a te  p r o p e r t y  r e m a i n s  in  s o m e  w a y  c o m m o n  a s  r e g ar d s  i t s  

use. P r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  is  a ls o  p r i v a t e  a s  r e g a r d s  i ts  u s e ,  b e c a u s e  

i t is d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  u t i l i t y  a n d  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  i ts  o w n e r ;  n e v e r -

(1 ) I n  P o l i t i c . ,  1. I I ,  1. 4 .
(2 )  U n d e  m a ni f e s tu m  e s t  q u o d  m ul t o  m e l iu s  e s t  q u o d  s in t  p r o p r ia e 

p o ssess io n es s e c u n d u m  d o m in iu m,  s e d  q u o d  f ia n t  c o m m u n e s  al iq u o  m o d o 

quan tum  a d  us u m .—  I n  P o l i t i c . ,  1. I I ,  1. 4 .
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th e le s s ,  i t  r e m a in s  c o m m o n  i n  a s  m u c h  a s  a  m a n  w h o  p o s se ss e s  

e x t e r n a l  t h i n g s  a s  h is  o w n  o u g h t  m o r e  r e a d i l y  t o  s ha r e  t h e m  

w i t h  o t h e r s  w h o  a r e  in  n e e d  (x) .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  « t h e  t e m p o r a l  

g o o d s  w h ic h  G o d  g r a n t s  u s  a r e  o u r s  a s  t o  t h e  o w n e r sh ip ,  b u t ,  a s  

t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e m ,  t h e y  b e lo n g  n o t  t o  u s  a lo n e ,  b ut  a ls o  t o  s u c h  

o t h e r s  a s  w e  a r e  a b le  t o  s u c c o u r  o u t  o f  o u r  s u p e r f lu o u s  g o o d s  ». 

(1 2 3) S u p e r f l u o u s  g o o d s  a r e  g o o d s  w h ic h  a r e  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  

w h a t  is  nêcÈ ssary fo r  the p e rso n w , t h a t  is  t o  s a y ,  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  

w h a t  is  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  a  m a n  a n d  t h o s e  d e p e n d e n t  o n h im  

l i v e  in  k e e p in g  w i t h  t h e i r  s o c ia l  s t a t i o n  a n d  c o n d it i o n  (4) .

1103. S t a t e m e n t  o f  th e  t h es is .

T H E S IS .— P r i v a t e  P R O P E R T Y  R E M A I N S  I N  S O M E  

W A Y  C O M M O N  A S  R E G A R D S  I T S  U S E .

1 ° I f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  is  d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  so 

c i e t y ,  i t  r e m a i n s  in  s o m e  w a y  c o m m o n  a s  r e g a r d s  i t s u s e .  B u t  

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  is  d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  e n d  o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty .  T h e r e 

f o r e  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  r e m a in s  in  s o m e  w a y  c o m m o n  a s r e g a r d s  

i t s  u s e .

M a jo r .—  I f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  d i d  n o t  r e m a i n  c o m m o n  in  

a n y  w a y  a s  r e g a r d s  i t s  u s e ,  i t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  d e s t i n ed  f o r  t h e  e n d  

o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty ,  w h ic h  is  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d ,  b u t  o n ly  f o r  a  p r i 

v a t e  g o o d .

M in o r .—  P r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  is  a  g o o d  p r o p e r  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s 

o f  c iv i l  s o c ie t y ,  i .e . ,  p r o p e r  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p er s o n  o r  t o  t h e  

f a m i l y .  B u t  t h e  g o o d  p r o p e r  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p e r s on  a n d  to  

t h e  f a m i l y  is , a s  w e  s a w  i n  t h e  p r e c e d in g  a r t i c l e ,  d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  

e n d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty .  T h e r e f o r e .

2 °  P r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  w a s  i n s t i t u t e d ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  ex te r n a l  

t h i n g s  a t t a i n  t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  e n d ,  w h ic h  is  t h e  c o mm o n  u t i l i t y

(1 )  I I - I I ,  q . 6 6 ,  a . 2 , c .
(2 )  I I - I I ,  q . 3 2 ,  a . 5 ,  a d  2 .
(3 )  I b id e m , c . N e c es s a ry  t o  th e  p er s o n,  i . e .,  t h e  o f fic ia l n e c es s i t ie s 

o f  a  p e r s o n  in  p o s i t io n .
(4 )  I I - I I ,  q . 3 2 ,  a . 6 ,  c .



M A T E R I A L  C A U S E  O F  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y 3 8 5

o f  m e n .  B u t ,  in  o r d e r  t h a t  e x t e r n a l  t h i n g s  a t t a i n  th e i r  e s s e n t i a l  

e n d T w h ic h  is  t h e  c o m m o n  u t i l i t y  o f  m e n ,  p r i v a t ^ g r o pe r t y  m u s t  

r e m a i n  i n  s o m e  w a y  c o m m o n  a s  r e g a r d s  i t s  u s e .  T h e r ef o r e  

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  r e m a i n s  in  s o m e  w a y  c o m m o n  a s  r e g ar d s  i t s  

u s e .

M a jo r .—  P r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  w a s  n o t  i n s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  u t i li t y  y ;  

o f  t h i s  o r  t h a t  maTnT b u t  f o r  t h e  c o m m o n  u t i l i t y  o f m e n ,  f o r ,  

w h e r e  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  o b t a i n s ,  p r o d u c t i o n  is  i n t e ns i f i e d ,  a n d  

o r d e r  a n d  p e a c e  a m o n g  m e n  a r e  s a f e g u a r d e d .

M in o r .-—  I f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  d i d  n o t  r e m a in  in  s o m e  w a y  

c o m m o n  a s  r e g a r d s  i t s  u s e ,  i t  w o u ld  b e  n o  l o n g e r  d es t i n e d  f o r  

t h e  c o m m o n  u t i l i t y  o f  m e n ,  b u t  e x c lu s i v e l y  f o r  t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  

t h i s  o r  t h a t  m a n .

3 °  A c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i v e  j u s t i c e  „o f Q p d ,  ev e r y  

m a n  h a s  a  r i g h t  t o  t b e  g o o d iT w h ic h  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f or  h im .  B u t ,  

i f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  d i d  n o t  r e m a i n  in  s h m e  w a y  c o m mo n  a s  

r e g a r d s  i t s  u s e ,  e v e r y  m a n  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  a  r i g h t  to  t h e  g o o d s  

w h ic h  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h im .  T h e r e f o r e  p r i v a t e  p r o pe r t y  r e 

m a in s  in  s o m e  w a y  c o m m o n  a s  r e g a r d s  i t s  u s e .

M a jo r .—  E v e r y  m a n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  o r d in a n c e  o f  n a t u r e , 

i .e . ,  o f  G o d ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  n a t u r e ,  h a s  a  r i g h t  t o  h is  l i f e ,  a n d  e v e n  

t o  a  v i r t u o u s  l i fe . H e n c e ,R e c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d i s t r i b ut i v e  j u s t i c e  

o f  G o d ,  W h o  is  t h e  s u p r e m e  L o r d ,  e v e r y  m a n  h a s  a  r ig h t  t o  t h e  

g o o d s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  l i f e ,  a n d  e v e n  f o r  a  v i r t u o u s  li fe .

M in o r .—  I f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  d i d  n o t  r e m a i n  in  s o m e  w a y  

c o m m o n  a s  r e g a r d s  i t s  u s e ,  t h e  p o o r  a n d  n e e d y ,  a s  is  e v i d e n t ,  

w o u ld  h a v e  n o  r i g h t  t o  t h e  g o o d s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  l i f e,  o r ,  a  f o r t i o r i ,  

f o r  a  v i r t u o u s  l i fe .

1104. S c ho l ia .—  1 °  P r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip  is  t h e  p o w e r  o f  

p r o d u c in g  a n d  o f  d i s t r i b u t i n g  e x t e r n a l  g o o d s ,  a n d  is  d i s t i n c t  

f r o m  t h e  u s e  o f  e x t e r n a l  g o o d s .

a) P r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip ,  i .e . ,  t h e  r i g h t  o f  o w n e r s h ip ,  is n o t  

f o r f e i t e d  o r  l o s t  b y  t h e  m is u s e  o r  e v e n  b y  t h e  n o n -u s e  o f  t h i s  

r i g h t  0 ) .

(1 )  R e r u m  N o v a r u m.—  Q u a d r a g e s im o  A n n o .

i j t j  y t / is r * * * - j
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b) T h e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  c a n n o t  b e  f o r c e d ,  in  v i r t u e  o f  co m 

m u t a t i v e  j u s t i c e ,  t o  m a k e  t h e  u s e  o f  h is  g o o d s  c o m mo n  e x c e p t  

i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  e x t r e m e  n e c e s s i t y ;  f o r  t h e  i n d i g e n t , o u t s i d e  th e  

c a s e  o f  e x t r e m e  n e c e s s i t y ,  h a v e  n o  s t r i c t  r i g h t  t o  t h e  g o o d s  o f 

t h e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  (*), w h o  is  f r e e  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  his  g o o d s  a s  

h e  w i l l ,  p r o v id e d  t h a t  in  d o in g  so  h e  d o e s  n o t  a c t  in  v io la t io n  

o f  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d .

T h e  c o m m o n  u s e  o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  is  d e m a n d e d  b y  oth e r  

v i r t u e s ,  v i z . ,  f r i e n d s h ip ,  l i b e r a l i t y ,  m e r c y ,  m a g n an i m i t y ,  a n d  

e s p e c ia l l y  C h r i s t i a n  c h a r i t y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  is  sp e c i f ic a l l y  

r e q u i r e d  b y  le g a l  o r  s o c ia l  j u s t i c e ,  w h ic h  d i r e c t s  a l l  a c t s  o f  th e  

o t h e r  v i r t u e s  t o  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d .

2 °  T h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  a lm s g iv in g  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  c om m o n  

u s e ,  i .e . ,  f r o m  t h e  s o c ia l  f u n c t i o n ,  o f  p r i v a t e  p r op e r t y .  B u t  

a lm s g iv in g  is  n o t  t h e  o n ly  o b l i g a t i o n  im p o s e d  b y  t hi s  f u n c t io n  

o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y .

A c c o r d in g  t o  P i u s  X I ,  « t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  s u p e r f l u ou s  i n 

c o m e  in  s e a r c h in g  f a v o r a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e m p loy m e n t ,  

p r o v id e d  t h e  l a b o r  e m p lo y e d  p r o d u c e s  r e s u l t s  w h ic h  a r e  r e a l ly  

u s e f u l ,  is  t o  b e  c o n s id e r e d .  . . a n  a c t  o f  r e a l  l i b er a l i t y  p a r t i c 

u l a r l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  o u r  t i m e  )) (2) .

T h e  u s e  o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  is  a ls o  m a d e  c o m m o n  b y  th e  

f o u n d a t i o n  a n d  e n d o w m e n t  o f  h o s p i t a l s ,  s c h o o ls ,  u n iv e r s i t ie s ,  

a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p oo r ,  t h e  o r 

p h a n ,  e tc .

3 °  S u p e r f lu o u s  g o o d s  a r e  n o t  u n la w f u l  (■ *), b u t  s h ou ld  b e  

d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d .

4 °  S in c e  t h e  c o m m o n  u s e ,  i .e . ,  t h e  s o c ia l  f u n c t i o n , o f  p r i 

v a t e  p r o p e r t y  is  r e q u i r e d  b y  s o c ia l  j u s t i c e ,  t h e  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  

s h o u ld  m a k e  la w s  g o v e r n in g  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  t h a t  wi l l  p r o te c t  

t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d 1 2 3 (4). T h e  le g i s l a to r ,  n e v e r t h e le s s ,  m u s t  a lw a y s

(1 )  Q u a d r a g e s i m o  A n n o .

(2 )  I b id e m .
(3 )  Q u in im o  p o t e s t  es s e  s u m m a  p e r f e c t io  c u m  m a g n a  o p ule n t ia .—  

I I - I I ,  q . 1 8 5 , a . 6 ,  a d  1 .
(4 )  I n  P o l i t i c . ,  1. I I ,  1. 4 .—  C a j e t a n u s, i n  I I - I I ,  q .  1 1 8 , a .  4 ,  n .  I I I .
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a c t  w i t h  p r u d e n c e ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  s o m e t im e s  w i t h  f i r m ne s s  a n d  

c o u r a g e .

P O I N T S  F O R  R E V I E W

1 . N a m e  a n d  b r ie fl y  e x p la in  t h e  pr in c ip a l  a c t s  w h ic h  m e n  c a n  e x e r c is e 
in  r e g a r d  t o  e x te r n al  t h in g s .  D e f in e  o w n e r s h ip .

2 .  S t a t e  t h e  t e a c h in g  o f  a b s olu t e  C om m u n is m  a n d  als o  o f  m o d e r a te 
C o m m u n is m  o n  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip .

3 .  I s  p r iv a t e  o w n e r s h ip  a  u s e fu l  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  in s t i t u t ion  ? E x p la in .

4 .  D is t in g u is h  b e t w e e n  p r im i t iv e  a n d  d e r iv e d  m o d e s  o f  a c q u ir in g  o w n e r 
s h ip ;  a n d  n a m e  a n d  e x p la in  t h e  p r im i t i v e  m o d e s  o f  th e  a c q u is i t io n  o f  o w n e r 
s h ip .

5 .  U n d e r  w h a t  a s p e c t  d o e s  p r iv a t e  p r o p e r t y  r e m a in  in  s o m e  w a y  c o m 
m o n  ? E x p la in .



A R T I C L E  I I I

N A T I O N A L I T Y

1105. D esc r ip t io n  o f th e  n a t io n .—  T h e  n a t i o n  m a y  b e  

d e s c r ib e d :  a large c o m m u n ity  o f m en  who, because o f  the ir  de

scent fr o m  a com m on stock, are in  cer ta in  p h ysica l characteristics 

and  in te llectua l and  m ora l qua lities to som e exten t d is tin c t f r o m 

all other m en.

H e n c e  t h e  n a t io n  is  d i s t i n c t  f ro m  th e  S ta te ,  f r o m  th e  p e o p le , 

a n d  f r o m  th e  f a th e r la n d .

T h e  S t a t e  h a s  tw o  m e a n in g s .

a) I t  s ig n if ie s  t h e  s u p re m e  a u t h o r i t y  in  c iv i l  s o c ie ty ,  o n  

w h ic h  e v e r y  o th e r  a u t h o r i t y  is  d e p e n d e n t .  I t  h a s  t he  sa m e  

m e a n in g  a s  p o l i t y  ( p o l i t i a )  in  A r is to t le .

b) I t  s ig n i f ie s  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  in  i t s  t o t a l i t y .  I n  th is  se n se , 

t h e  S ta te  is  th e  c iv i l  c o m m u n i ty  a s  e m b r a c in g  in d ivid u a l  c i t i 

z e n s  a n d  t h e i r  ru le r s ,  a n d  a lso  p r i v a te  so c ie t ie s .

T h e  p e o p le  is  t h e  c o m m u n i ty  u n i te d  p o l i t i c a l ly .  S inc e  th e  

m e n  w h o  c o m p r is e  a  n a t io n ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  g r e a te r  p a r t  o f i t ,  

v e r y  o f te n  l iv e  in  t h e  s a m e  t e r r i t o r y  a n d  u n d e r  t h e s a m e  c iv il  

a u t h o r i t y ,  i t  s o m e t im e s  h a p p e n s  t h a t  t h e  te r m s  n a t io n  a n d  

p e o p le  a r e  u s e d  in d is c r im in a te ly .

T h e  f a th e r la n d ,  in  th e  r e s t r i c te d  se n se  o f  t h e  te r m,  m e a n s  

th e  p la c e  in  w h ic h  w e  w e re  b o r n ,  g re w  u p ,  a n d  re c e iv e d , a t  le a s t  

u p  t o  th e  a g e  o f  re a s o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  im p re s s io n s  o f th i s  l i fe . I n  th e  

f u l l  se n s e  o f t h e  te r m ,  i t  m e a n s  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  a n d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  

o v e r  w h ic h  i t  e x te n d s ,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is  t h e  p r inc ip le  o f o u r  

b e in g .

1106. P h i lo so p h ica l d e f in i t io n  o f th e  n a t io n .—  T h e

n a t i o n  is  d e f in e d  p h i lo s o p h ic a l l y  : the u n i ty  in  cer ta in  characteris

tic  qua lities o f  a large c o m m u n ity  o f  m en.
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a) T h e  u n i t y  w h ic h  c o n s t i t u te s  t h e  n a t io n  is  u n i t y  in 

b e in g ,  n o t  u n i t y  in  o p e r a t io n ,  a l th o u g h  th e  n a t io n  c a n  b e  u n i te d  

f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f w o rk in g  fo r  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d , v .g.,  f o r  th e  

p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  w h ic h  p r o p e r ly  c h a r a cte r iz e  i t .

b) T h e  q u a l i t ie s  in  w h ic h  t h e  m e m b e rs  o f  a  n a t io n  a re  

u n i te d  a r e  a b o v e  a l l  d is p o s i t io n s , v .g . ,  f ig u re , p at ib le  q u a l i t y ,  

o r  h a b i t s .

I t  is  c h ie f ly  b y  u n i t y  in  d is p o s i t io n  t h a t  a  n a t io n is c o n s t i 

t u t e d  in  i t s  p h y s io lo g ic a l  a s p e c t ,  a n d  c h ie f ly  b y  ha b i t s  t h a t  i t  

is  c o n s t i t u te d ,  a s  t h e y  s a y ,  in  i t s  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  or  p s y c h ic  a s p e c t .

1107. Causes o f th e  n a t io n .—  T h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  n a t io n  

a r e  t h e  c a u s e s  o f th o s e  c o m m o n  q u a l i t i e s  in  w h ic h  th e  m e m b e rs  

o f  a  la rg e  c o m m u n i ty  o f m e n  s h a r e . I t  is  e v id e n t  t ha t  sp ec if ic  

n a t u r e  c a n n o t  b e  t h e  c a u s e  o f t h e  n a t io n ,  b e c a u s e ,  i f  i t  w e re , 

a l l  m e n  w o u ld  b e lo n g  t o  th e  s a m e  n a t io n .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  n a t io n  s h o u ld  b e  g en e r a l , 

a n d  a r e  th o s e  c a u s e s  o n  w h ic h  i t s  p r o d u c t io n  a n d  c on s e r v a t io n  

m a in ly  d e p e n d . T h e  c h ie f  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t io n  of a  n a t io n  

a re  th e  fo l lo w in g :

a ) fo o d ;

b) c l im a t ic  c o n d i t io n s ;

c) g e o g ra p h ic a l  c o n d i t io n s ;

d) p o l i t i c a l ,  re l ig io u s ,  a n d  so c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;

e) c o m m o n  t r a d i t i o n ;

/ )  c u s to m s  a n d  so c ia l  e n v i r o n m e n t .

T h e  f i r s t  th r e e  c a u s e s  d i r e c t l y  d e te r m in e  th e  p h y s io lo g ic a l  

c h a r a c te r  o f a  n a t io n ,  a n d  in d i r e c t l y  i t s  p s y c h o lo gic a l  o r  p s y c h ic  

c h a r a c te r ;  t h e  o th e r  th r e e  c a u s e s  a r e  d i r e c t l y  c o n ce rn e d  w ith  

i t s  p h y s io lo g ic a l  f o r m a t io n .  I t  s h o u ld  b e  o b s e r v e d , h o w e v e r ,  

t h a t  t h e  i n d i r e c t  in f lu e n c e  o f t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  in  th e  d e te r m in a 

t io n  o f  t h e  p s y c h ic  c h a r a c te r  o f  a  n a t i o n  m a y  b e  g re a te r  t h a n  

t h a t  o f  t h e  o th e r  th re e .

T h e  c a u s e s  c h ie f ly  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  c o n s e r v a t io n  o f a  

n a t io n  a r e :
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a) h e r e d i t y ;

b) la n g u a g e .

T h e  in f lu e n c e  o f  fo o d  o n  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  a  n a t i o n  is a d 

m i t t e d  b y  a l l  m e d ic a l  d o c to r s  a n d  p h y s io lo g is ts ;  i t is  e x a g g e r 

a te d  b y  m a te r ia l i s t s  a n d  d e te r m in is ts .  T h e  s a m e  m a y b e  sa id  

o f  c l im a t ic  c o n d i t io n s .

G e o g ra p h ic a l  c o n d i t io n s  to  a  v e ry  g i e a t  e x te n t  d e ter m in e  

t h e  k in d  o f  l a b o r  p r o p e r  t o  a  p la c e . I t  is  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  

t h e  k in d  o f d a i ly  la b o r  t h a t  b o d i l y  d is p o s i t io n s , as ,  f o r  e x a m p le , 

p a t ib le  q u a l i t ie s , i .e .,  h e a l t h ,  s t r e n g th ,  c o lo r , ar e  d e te r m in e d , 

a n d  t h a t  h a b i t s  a re  e n g e n d e re d  in  th e  so u l, v .g . ,  th e  h a b i ts  

o f  f o r t i t u d e ,  a u d a c i t y ,  t e n a c i t y ,  a n d  te m p e r a n c e .

J u r id ic a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  a n d  so c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  e x e rcise  a n  in 

f lu e n c e  o n  t h e  h a b i t s  a n d  c u s to m s  o f  a n a t i o n .  T h e y  a r e ,  n e v 

e r th e le s s ,  m u tu a l l y  in te r d e p e n d e n t .  H e n c e  w e  h a v e  th e  r h e 

to r i c a l  q u e s t io n s :

W h a t  is  th e  u se  o f  la w s  w i th o u t  c u s to m s  ?

W h a t  is th e  u se  o f  c u s to m s  w i th o u t  la w s  ?

A m o n g  so m e  p e o p le s , sen se  o f j u s t i c e  a n d  p r a c t i c e  of v e n 

g e a n c e  a r e  a s c r ib e d  to  ju r i d ic a l  o rg a n iz a t io n .

C o m m o n  t r a d i t i o n ,  c u s to m s , a n d  h a b i t s  e x e rc ise  a n  in 

f lu e n c e  o n  t h e  c h a r a c te r  o f  a  n a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  co n s t i t u te  th e  

e n v i r o n m e n t  in  w h ic h  su c c e ss iv e  g e n e r a t io n s  re c e iv e t h e i r  e d u 

c a t io n .  S u c c e ss iv e  g e n e r a t io n s ,  th e r e f o r e ,  i n h e r i t  t h e  th o u g h ts ,  

a s p i r a t i o n s ,  a n d  d e s ir e  f o r  th e  c o n s e r v a t io n  o f  t h e n a t io n a l  

c h a r a c te r  o f t h e i r  f o rb e a rs .

T h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f la n g u a g e  in  t h e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f th e  c h a r 

a c t e r  o f  a  n a t i o n  is  tw o fo ld .

o ) F i r s t ,  la n g u a g e  is  a  s ig n  o f n a t i o n a l i t y ,  b e c a u se  i t  is  a n  

a d e q u a te  m e a n s , a n d ,  f o r  a  la rg e  c o m m u n i ty  o f  m e n , t h e  o n ly  

a d e q u a te  m e a n s , o f  t h e  e x p re ss io n  o f i t s  p r o p e r  p e rs o n a l i t y  o r  

c h a r a c te r i s t i c s .

F o r  t h e  b o n d  b e tw e e n  a  n a t i o n ’s s e n t im e n ts ,  t h o u g h ts ,  a n d  

a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  i t s  la n g u a g e  is  so c lo se  t h a t  i t  is o n ly  b y  i t s  o w n  

la n g u a g e  t h a t  th o s e  s e n t im e n ts ,  th o u g h ts ,  a n d  a s p i ra t i o n s  c a n  

b e  a d e q u a te l y  e x p re sse d .
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b) S e c o n d ly , la n g u a g e  p r e s e r v e s  th e  p s y c h ic  q u a l i t ies  o f a  

n a t io n .  F o r  t h e  c u l t u r a l  t r e a s u r e s  o f a  n a t io n  a r e  f o u n d  in  

f o r m u la s  o f  i t s  o w n  la n g u a g e , w h ic h  a re ,  a s  i t  w e re, e q u iv a le n t  

t o  s e l f - e v id e n t p r in c ip le s .

H e r e d i ty ,  to o ,  h a s  a  g r e a t  in f lu e n c e  o n  t h e  p r e s e r va t io n  o f 

a  n a t io n .

H e r e d i t y  is  d e f in e d : the tra n sm iss io n  by generation  o f the 

or garlic d ispo sition s  w h ich de term ine  the in d iv id ua l na tu re  o f  p a r 

ents.

W e  c a n  a r r iv e  a t  a  m o re  a c c u r a te  n o t io n  o f h e r e d i t y f r o m  a  

c o n s id e r a t io n  o f h u m a n  g e n e r a t io n .  P a r e n t s  p ro d u c e  o f f sp r in g  

s im i la r  t o  th e m s e lv e s  in  species, n o t  b y  p ro d u c in g  th e  h u m a n  

so u l , w h ic h  is  s p i r i tu a l ,  b u t  b y  d is p o s in g  m a t t e r  to  re c e iv e  i t .

T h e re fo re  p a r e n t s  d o  n o t  t r a n s m i t  p e rs o n a l  a c ts ,  b ec a u s e  

a c t io n s  a r e  p r o p e r  t o  s u p p o s i ts ,  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  t r a ns m i t t e d ;  n o r  

d o  t h e y  t r a n s m i t  th e s e  th in g s  w h ic h  d i r e c t l y  a p p e r ta i n  t o  p e r 

so n a l  a c ts ,  a s , f o r  e x a m p le , k n o w le d g e ; b u t ,  b e c a u se  t h e y  c a n  

d is p o s e  m a t t e r  t o  re c e iv e  t h e  so u l ,  t h e y  c a n  p r o p a ga te  th e s e  

th in g s  w h ic h  p e r ta i n  t o  n a t u r a l  d is p o s i t io n s .

T h e re fo re  t h e y  c a n  d i r e c t l y  p r o p a g a te  b y  h e r e d i t y :  a) n a 

t i o n a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  w h ic h  a r e  d is p o s i t io n s  o f  n a tu r e , a s  h e a l t h ,  

p h y s ic a l  w e a k n e ss , f ig u re , e tc . ;  b) g o o d  o r  e v il  d is p o s i t io n s  o f 

t h e  o rg a n s  u se d  b y  th e  s e n s i t iv e  f a c u l t ie s :  g o o d  e ye s ig h t ,  s o f t  

s k in ,  g o o d  o r  b a d  d is p o s i t io n s  o f  th e  s e n s i t i v e  m e mo ry ,  im a g i 

n a t io n ,  e s t im a te  f a c u l ty ,  a n d  i r a s c ib le  a n d  c o n c u p is c ib le  a p p e 

t i t e .

S in c e  m a n ’s s p i r i tu a l  f a c u l t ie s  a r e  o b je c t iv e ly  d e pe n d e n t  

o n  th e  se n se s , h e r e d i t y  e x e rc ise s  a n  in d i r e c t  in f lue n c e  o n  t h e  

h a b i t s  o f  th e  s p i r i tu a l  f a c u l t ie s . H e n c e  d i f f e r e n t  n a t io n s  h a v e  

d i f f e r e n t d is p o s i t io n s  f o r  a r t s ,  s c ie n c e s , e tc .

M o re o v e r ,  s in c e  th e  s o u l  is  p r o p o r t i o n a te  to  th e  m at t e r  

i n to  w h ic h  i t  is  r e c e iv e d ,—  w h a te v e r  is  re c e iv e d  is r e c e iv e d  

a c c o rd in g  to  th e  m o d e  o f  i t s  r e c i p i e n t ,—  h e r e d i t y  ex e rc ise s  a n  

in f lu e n c e  o n  th e  so u ls  o f  t h e  m e n  w h o  c o n s t i t u te  a  n a t io n ,  in  as  

m u c h  a s  t h e i r  so u ls  c a n  p o sse ss  a  g r e a te r  o r  le sse r d e g re e  o f 

p e r fe c t io n  t h a n  th e  so u ls  o f  t h e  m e n  o f a n o th e r  n a tio n .
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B u t ,  s in c e  th is  d iv e r s i t y  o f  so u ls  re s u l ts  f r o m  t h e d is p o s i

t i o n s  o f  m a t te r ,  w e  m u s t  b e  c a re fu l  to  o b s e rv e  t h a t t h i s  d iv e r s i t y  

is  n o t  e s s e n t ia l ,  i .e .,  sp ec i f ic ,—  fo rm  is  t h e  p r inc ip le  o f sp e c ie s ,—  

n o t  m e re ly  a c c id e n ta l ,  b u t  substan tia l and  in d iv id u a l —  m a t te r  

is  t h e  p r in c ip le  o f i n d iv id u a t io n .  I n  o th e r  w o rd s , m e n  o f  d i f fe r 

e n t  n a t io n s  a re  n o t  e s s e n t ia l ly  d i s t i n c t ,  l o r  a l l  ha v e  t h e  sa m e  

sp e c if ic  n a tu r e ;  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  d i f f e r e n t a c c id e n ta l a n d  s u b s ta n 

t i a l  p e r fe c t io n s  o r  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s .  H e n c e  e n t i r e l y u n te n a b le  

is  t h e  o p in io n  o f  N a t i o n a l  S o c ia l is ts ,  w h o  te a c h  t ha t  t h e  ra c e s  

o f m e n  a r e  so  d i f f e r e n t  in  t h e i r  p e r fe c t io n s  o r  c h ar a c te r i s t i c s ,  

w h ic h  a r e  b o th  n a t i v e  a n d  im m u ta b le ,  t h a t  t h e  lo w e st ra c e  of 

m e n  is  f a r t h e r  re m o v e d  f r o m  th e  h ig h e s t  t h a n  i t  is  f r o m  th e  

h ig h e s t  sp ec ie s  o f b r u te .  F o r  m e n  a r e  n o t  s p e c i f ic al ly  d is t in c t  

f r o m  e a c h  o th e r ;  a n d  n a t io n a l  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  a r e  no t  im m u 

ta b le ,  f o r  t h e y  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  d is p o s i t io n s  of  m a t t e r ,  

w h ic h  is  a lw a y s  m u ta b le .

1108. D e f in itio n  o f n a t io n a l is m .—  N a t io n a l i s m  is d e 

f in e d :  love o f na tu ra l f r ie n d s h ip  tow ards one 's  ow n na tion.

N a t io n a l i s m  is  c a l le d  love, b e c a u s e  i t s  o b je c t  is  a  k n o w n  

g o o d , i .e .,  n a t i o n a l  q u a l i t ie s  w h ic h  a r e  t h e  f o u n d at io n  o f  l i k e 

n e ss  b e tw e e n  c e r ta in  m e n :  l i k e n e ss  is  t h e  c a u s e  o f  lo v e , a s  th e  

p r o p e r  d is p o s i t io n  o f a  s u b je c t  (1).

I t  is  c a l le d  love o f  fr ie n d sh ip , b e c a u s e  i t  im p l ie s  a  s h a r in g  

in  th e  s a m e  th in g ,  i .e .,  in  t h e  sa m e  n a t io n a l  c h a r ac te r .

A n d  i t  is c a l le d  lo v e  o f  n a tu ra l f r ie n d s h ip ,  f o r  i t  is  f ro m  

h e r e d i t y  t h a t  i t  h a s  i t s  o r ig in .

1109. P r in c ip le  o f n a t i o n a l i t y . — '1° P re l im in a r ie s. —  

a) T h e  p r in c ip le  o f  n a t i o n a l i t y  is  a  p r in c ip le  w h ic h  d e c la re s  

t h a t  e v e r y  n a t i o n  s h o u ld  f o r m  a  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  o f i ts  o w n .

b) I n  t h e  b e g in n in g ,  s c a rc e ly  a n y  o n e  p ro p o s e d  t h i s  pr in 

c ip le  w i th o u t  c e r ta in  r e s t r ic t io n s .

T h u s  R o b e r t  v o n  M o h l  (1 7 9 9 -1 8 7 5 )  re c o g n iz e d  t h e  r i gh t  of 

a  n a t io n  to  fo rm  a  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  o f i t s  o w n , i f  t h is  se e m e d  n e c e s-

(1 ) M I .  q . 2 7 . a . 3 .
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s a r y  fo r  i t s  w e l l -b e in g , a n d  if  i t  w a s  p r o b a b le  t h at  i t  c o u ld  a t t a i n  

th is  b y  p o l i t i c a l  a u to n o m y .

L ik e w ise ,  B lu n ts c h l i  (1 8 1 8 -1 8 8 1 )  a c c o rd e d  th i s  r i g ht  t o  a  

n a t i o n  c a p a b le  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a u to n o m y  a n d  o f  e f f e c t in g  i t  b y  fo rc e .

c) T o d a y ,  h o w e v e r , N a t i o n a l  S o c ia l is ts  h a v e  a d o p te d 

t h i s  p r in c ip le  w i th o u t  a n y  r e s t r i c t io n s  in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  m a in 

t a i n  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n  i t s e l f  is a  c iv i l  s o c ie ty ,  a n d th e r e f o r e  t h a t  

a n y  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  w h ic h  is n o t  a  s in g le  n a t i o n  is  un la w fu l .  H e n c e , 

in  t h e i r  o p in io n , th e  e f f ic ie n t c a u s e  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  th e  in s t i n c t  

o f  t h e  ra c e  o r  n a t io n ,  w h ic h ,  th e r e f o r e ,  is  t h e  f i rs t  s o u rc e  a n d  th e  

s u p re m e  ru le  o f t h e  w h o le  ju r i d ic a l  o r d e r ;  a n d  i t s  f in a l  c a u s e  is 

t h e  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  n a t io n ,  w h ic h  is t h e  s u p r e m e  go o d  fo r  w h ic h  

e d u c a t io n  is  p r im a r i l y  in te n d e d .  I n  t h e i r  o p in io n , t h e n ,  e v e r y 

t h i n g  w h ic h  is  c o n d u c iv e  t o  th is  e n d  is  th e r e b y  la wfu l .

I n  o th e r  w o rd s , N a t io n a l  S o c ia l is ts  t e a c h  t h a t  c iv il  so c ie ty  

is f r o m  n a t u r e  a n d  b y  n a tu r e ,  i .e .,  h a s  i t s  o r ig in  in  a n d  b y  m e a n s  

o f t h e  i n s t i n c t  o f t h e  ra c e ,  w h e re a s , in  r e a l i t y ,  civ i l  s o c ie ty  h a s  

i t s  o r ig in , a s  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  sh o w n , in  n a t u r e  a n d in  h u m a n  

in d u s t r y ,  i .e .,  in  r e a s o n  u n d e r  t h e  im p u ls e  o f n a tur e .

2 °  I n  the ligh t o f  the fo rego ing  observations, w e  sh a l l  n o w  

p ro v e  t h e  p ro p o s i t io n s  w h ic h  fo l lo w .

1) The p r in c ip le  o f n a tio n a li ty , in  i ts  un restr ic ted  accepta

tion , is  contrary to the n a tu ra l la w .—  A  p r in c ip le  w h ic h  is  f o u n d 

e d  o n  a  fa ls e  n o t io n  o f h u m a n  n a tu r e ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e nt ly  o f  c iv il  

s o c ie ty , is  c o n t r a r y  to  th e  n a t u r a l  la w . B u t  t h e  p rin c ip le  o f 

n a t i o n a l i t y  is  f o u n d e d  o n  a  fa ls e  n o t io n  o f  h u m a n  na tu r e ,  a n d  

c o n s e q u e n t ly  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty . T h e re fo re  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  n a 

t i o n a l i t y ,  in  i t s  u n r e s t r i c te d  a c c e p ta t i o n ,  is  c o n tr a r y  t o  t h e  n a t u 

r a l  la w .

T h e  m ajo r is  s e l f -e v id e n t.

M in o r .—  S in c e  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  in  i t s  u n r e 

s t r i c te d  a c c e p ta t i o n ,  d e c la re s  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n  i t s el f  is a  c iv i l  

so c ie ty , i t  d e n ie s  m a n ’s r e a s o n  a n d  l i b e r t y ,  i .e .,  h is  r a t i o n a l  n a 

t u r e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  i t  s u b o r d in a te s  t h e m  to  r a c ia l  i ns t i n c ts :  f o r  i t  

d e c la re s  t h a t  th e  p ro x im a te  e f f ic ie n t c a u s e  o f  c iv il  s o c ie ty  is  th e
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n a t i o n ’s in s t in c ts ,  n o t  re a s o n ;  a n d  t h a t  i t s  f in a l  c a u s e  is t h e  n a 

t i o n ’s  w e l l -b e in g , n o t  th e  g o o d  o f  re a s o n , i .e .,  h ap p in e s s .  H e n c e  

th e  p r in c ip le  o f  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  in  i t s  u n r e s t r i c t e d  ac c e p ta t i o n ,  is 

f o u n d e d , a s  is e v id e n t  f r o m  w h a t  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  e sta b l is h e d ,  

o n  fa ls e  n o t io n s  o f  b o th  h u m a n  a n d  c iv i l  s o c ie ty .

2 ) The p r in c ip le  o f n a tio n a li ty , even w ith  cer ta in  restr ic

tions , is  con tra ry  to the com m on good o f society.—  A  p r in c ip le  

w h ic h  a ) le a d s  to  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  la w fu l  p o li t i c a l  o rd e r  

a n d  b) p ro v id e s  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  c o n t in u a l  p o l i t i c a l  t r ou b l e  a n d  

d is o rd e r  is c o n t r a r y  t o  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f s o c ie ty . B u t  th e  

p r in c ip le  o f  n a t io n a l i t y ,  e v e n  w i th  c e r ta in  r e s t r i ct io n s ,  o ) le a d s  

t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f t h e  la w fu l  p o l i t i c a l  o r d e r  a nd  b) p r o v id e s  

o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  c o n t in u a l  p o l i t i c a l  t r o u b le  a n d  dis o rd e r . 

T h e re fo re  t h e  p r in c ip le  o f n a t i o n a l i t y ,  e v e n  w i th  ce r ta in  r e 

s t r i c t io n s ,  is  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f so c iety .

T h e  m ajo r is  s e l f -e v id e n t.

M in o r .—  a) T h is  is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  f a c t  t h a t  m a n y  la w 

f u l l y  s u b s is t in g  S ta te s  a re  n o t  c o n s t i t u te d  in  a c c ord a n c e  w ith  

t h e  p r in c ip le  o f n a t io n a l i t y .

6) N a t i o n a l i t y  in  th e  c o n c r e te  is  v e r y  i n d e te r m in a te ;  h e n c e , 

i f  n a t i o n a l i t y  w e re  a c c e p te d  a s  th e  c o n s t i t u e n t  p r in c ip le  o f  c iv i l  

s o c ie ty , c o n t in u a l  w a rs  a n d  re v o lu t io n s  w o u ld  b e  e ng e n d e re d  

a s  a  r e s u l t  o f t h e  d i f f ic u l t ie s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  d e te r m in a t io n  a n d  

e x te n s io n  o f n a t io n a l i t y .

3 ) E very na tio n , or every considerable par t o f  a n a tion , has a 

r igh t to self-p reserva tion  w ith in  the c iv il society o f w h ich  i t  fo rm s  a 

p a r t.—  A  g o o d  o f  c i t iz e n s ,  a n d  e sp e c ia l l y  a  g o o d  w h ic h  is  a n 

te r io r  to  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty , h a s  a  r i gh t  t o  s e l f -p re se r 

v a t io n  w ith in  c iv i l  so c ie ty . B u t  n a t i o n a l i t y  is a  go o d  o f c i t iz e n s  

w h ic h  is  a n te r io r  t o  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f  c iv il  s o c ie ty.  T h e re fo re .

M a jo r .—  I t  is  t h e  d u t y  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  to  p r o te c t  a n d  fo s te r , 

n o t  to  a b o l i s h ,  w h a te v e r  a p p e r ta in s  to  t h e  g o o d  o f i t s  c i t iz e n s .

M in o r .—  E x p e r ie n c e  a n d  th e  v e r y  n o t io n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  

w h ic h  is u n i t y  in  c e r ta in  q u a l i t ie s ,  h a v e  sh o w n  t h at  n a t io n a l 

i t y  is a  g o o d  o f c i t iz e n s . M o re o v e r , i t  is e v id e n t  t h a t  n a t io n a l 

i t y  is a  g o o d  w h ic h  is a n te r io r  to  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty :



C H A P T E R  I I I

C IV IL  A U T H O R IT Y

P r o l o g u e . — I n  th i s  c h a p te r ,  w e  s h a l l  d e a l  w i th  t h e  qu e s 

t i o n s  o f  t h e  o r ig in  a n d  t h e  s u b je c t  o f  c iv i l  a u th o ri t y .  H e n c e  

t h e  c h a p te r  w ill c o n ta in  tw o  a r t i c le s .

O r ig in  o f  c iv i l  a u th o r it y

S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  q u es t io n  
O p in io n s
T h e s is :  C ivi l  a u th o r i t y  a s su ch  d e r iv es  im m e 

d ia te l y  from  G o d , th e  a u th o r  o f 
n a tu r e

S c h ol i o n
C a p ita l p u n i s h m e n t

S u b je c t  o f  c ivi l  a u th o r it y

S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u es t io n
O p in io n s
T h es is :  A cc o rd in g  to  t h e  o rde r  o f n a tu re, th e 

p eo p le  a re  th e  f ir s t  s u b je c t  f rom  
w h ic h  c iv i l  a u th o r i t y  n a tu r a lly  
re su l ts ;  a n d  i t s  im m e d ia te  su b je c t  is 
d e te r m in e d  b y  h u m a n  in s t i tu t io n

S c h o lio n
P o l i t ie s  a n d  fo rm s o f  g o v er n m e n t
S u ffra g e
R e s is ta n c e  o f  t y r a n n y
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i t  h a s  i t s  o r ig in  in  a  c o m m o n  s to c k ,  a n d  h e n c e  p r o pe r l y  b e lo n g s  

t o  m e n  b e fo re  t h e y  b e c o m e  m e m b e rs  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty .

1 1 1 0 . C o r o l la r i es .—  1° T h e r e f o r e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r 

i t y  s h o u ld  se e  t o  i t  t h a t  i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  la w s a r e  s u c h  as  

w il l  g iv e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  n a t io n s  s u b je c t  t o  i t  w il l w o rk  

t o g e th e r  in  p e a c e  a n d  h a r m o n y  f o r  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d .

2 °  T h e re fo re  t h e  n a t io n s  in  th e  b o d y  p o l i t i c  h a v e  a r i g h t  to  

t h e i r  n a t io n a l  la n g u a g e , b e c a u s e  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f  na t i o n a l i t y  is 

so  i n t im a te l y  c o n n e c te d  w i th  la n g u a g e  t h a t  i t  w il l  g r a d u a l ly  

d is a p p e a r  i f  i t  lo ses  i t s  la n g u a g e .

3 °  T h e  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  m a y ,  f o r  a  g r a v e  re a s o n ,  ta ke  p r u 

d e n t  s te p s  to  g r a d u a l l y  r e m o v e  n a t io n a l  o r  r a c ia l  di f fe ren c es  

w h ic h  a re  a n  im p e d im e n t  t o  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  c om m o n  

g o o d .

4 °  N a t i o n a l i t y  is  n o t  t h e  p r o x im a te  e f f ic ie n t c a u s e o f  c iv il  

s o c ie ty , b u t  c a n  b e  a n  e x c e l le n t  r e m o te  p r e p a r a t i o n f o r  i t  (1) .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. W h a t  is  a  n a t io n  ? G iv e  i t s  p hi l oso p h ic al  d e f in i t io n .

2 . De f in e :  her e di t y , n a tio n a li s m .

3 . E x p la in  w h y  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  n a t io n a l i t y  is  co n t ra ry  t o  th e  n a tur a l law .

(1 )  I n  P o l i t ic . ,  1. I l l ,  1. 2 .



A R T I C L E  I

O R I G I N  O F  C I V I L  A U T H O R I T Y

1 1 1 1 . S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n . —  1° C iv i l  a u t h o r 

i t y ,  a s  u s e d  h e re  in  t h e  se n se  o f  p o w e r ,  m a y  b e  d e fin e d : the 

fa c u l ty  o f  m ov ing  and  d irec ting  c iv il society to i ts  end.

T h e  f a c u l t y  o f m o v in g  a n d  d i r e c t in g  s ig n if ie s  essen tia lly 

t h e  f a c u l t y  o f c o e rc in g  m ora lly , a n d  consequen tly t h e  la w fu l  f a c 

u l t y  o f  u s in g  p h y s ic a l  c o a c t io n  in  d e a l in g  w i th  th os e  w h o  o ffe r  

re s is ta n c e .

2 °  A u th o r i t y ,  i .e .,  p o w e r ,  in  i ts e l f  is  d i s t i n c t  f ro m  i t s  p r i n 

c ip le , i .e . ,  f r o m  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  o n e  a c q u i r e s  a u th o r i t y ,  a n d  

f r o m  i t s  u se , i .e .,  f r o m  t h e  e x e rc ise  o f  a u th o r i t y .

W e  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  a t  p r e s e n t  o n ly  w i th  th e  o r ig in  o f a u 

t h o r i t y  a s  su c h .

3 °  I n  t h e  th e s is ,  w e  s t a t e  t h a t  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  a s  s u c h  d e 

r i v e s  im m e d ia te ly  f r o m  G o d , t h e  a u t h o r  o f  n a tu r e .

a) C iv il au tho r ity  as such: h e n c e  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  d e r iv e s  

im m e d ia te ly  f r o m  G o d  n o t  o n ly  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is au th o r i t y ,  

b u t  a lso  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  is  c iv il  a u th o r i t y .

b) D erives im m ed ia te ly  f r o m  God: t h u s  c iv i l  a u th o r i t y  d o e s 

n o t  d e r iv e  f r o m  G o d  m e re ly  a s  H e  is i t s  f i r s t  a n d  un iv e rs a l  c a u s e , 

fo r , u n d e r  th is  a s p e c t ,  a n y  p o w e r  g iv e n  im m e d ia te ly to  a  m a n  

b y  a  k in g  o r  b y  th e  P o p e  d e r iv e s  f r o m  G o d ; b u t  i t  de r iv e s  f r o m  

G o d  a s  H e  is i ts  p r o x im a te  a n d  p r o p e r  c a u s e  (‘)-

c) D erives f r o m  God, the au thor  o f  na ture: h e n c e  c iv i l  a u 

t h o r i t y  is  n o t  c o n fe r re d  b y  a  p o s i t i v e  a c t  o f  G o d  ac t i n g  a s  t h e  

a u t h o r  o f  t h e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  o rd e r , a s  i t  is , f o r  e x am p le ,  in  t h e  

c ase  o f t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  P o p e . 1

(1) Su a k e z iu s, D e P r im a tu  S u m m i P o n t if ic is , 1. 3 , c . 2 .
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1 1 1 2 . O p in io n s .—  1° I n  a n c ie n t  t im e s , a  r u le r  w a s  c o m 

m o n ly  r e g a r d e d  a s  t a k in g  th e  p la c e  o f G o d . T h u s  n o  o n e  w a s 

c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  t h e  o r ig in , i .e . ,  o f t h e  e f f ic ie n t 

c a u s e , o f  c iv i l  a u th o r i t y .

P o s i t i v i s ts  d o  n o t  d e a l  w i th  th is  q u e s t io n ,  f o r  t h ey  c o n s id e r  

a u t h o r i t y  a s  a  h u m a n  f a c t ,  i .e .,  a s  a  f a c t  o f  d o m ina n t  p h y s ic a l  

p o w e r . T h e r e  a r e  o th e r s  a lso , a s  H e g e l, w h o  a r e  n o t c o n c e rn e d  

w i th  t h i s  q u e s t io n , f o r  t h e y  h o ld  t h a t  c iv i l  a u t h o ri t y  is  a  d iv in e  

f a c t ,  i .e .,  a  s u p re m e  a u to d é te r m in a t i o n  o f t h e  o b jec t iv e  s p i r i t .

2 °  H o b b e s ,  R o u s s e a u , K a n t ,  a n d  o th e r s  d e a l  w i th  t h e effi

c ie n t  c a u s e  o f  c iv i l  a u th o r i t y ,  a n d  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  it s  c a u s e , l ik e  

t h e  c a u s e  o f  so c ie ty , is  a  h u m a n  c a u se , n a m e ly ,  t h e w il l o f th e  

p e o p le  a s  f r e e ly  e x p re ss e d  in  a  so c ia l  c o n t r a c t .

F r o m  th e  so c ia l  c o n t r a c t ,  a c c o rd in g  to  R o u s s e a u , r es u l ts  th e  

p u b l i c  p e rs o n , i .e .,  c iv i l  so c ie ty , w h ic h  h a s  a  c o mm o n  w ill. T h is  

c o m m o n  w ill is t h e  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  (1) , w h ic h  is ina lienab le in  a s  

m u c h  a s  th e  r u le r  c a n  e x e rc ise  p o w e r  o n ly  in  t h e  n am e  o f th e  

p e o p le , w h o  c a n  l im i t ,  c h a n g e , o r  re v o k e  i t  a t  w il l (1 2).

R o u s s e a u ’s p r in c ip le s  w e re  f a r - r e a c h in g  in  t h e i r  inf lu e n c e , 

a n d  f o u n d  ju r id ic a l  e x p re ss io n  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f 1789  (3).

3 °  T h e  F a th e r s  o f t h e  C h u rc h ,  a s  S t.  A u g u s t in e ,  S t. J o h n  

C h ry s o s to m , a n d  S t.  G re g o ry  th e  G r e a t ,  t h e  e a r ly  P ro t e s t a n t s ,  

a s  M e la n c h to n ,  C a lv in , G r o t iu s ,  a n d  P u f e n d o r f ,  a n d  in  g e n e r a l  

a l l  C a th o l ic  p h i lo s o p h e rs , s c h o la s t i c  a n d  n o n -s c h o la s t i c , h o ld  

t h a t  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  a s  s u c h  d e r iv e s  im m e d ia te ly  f ro m  G o d .

1 1 1 3 . S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  t h e s i s .

T H E S I S .—  C i v i l  a u t h o r i t y  a s  s u c h  d e r i v e s  i m 

m e d i a t e l y  F R O M  G O D ,  T H E  A U T H O R  

O F  N A T U R E .

T h a t  w h ic h  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e s u l ts  f r o m  th e  n a t u r e  o f  civ i l  

s o c ie ty  d e r iv e s  im m e d ia te ly  f r o m  G o d , t h e  a u th o r  o f n a tu r e .

(1) C o n tra t, 1. I ,  c . 6 .
(2 ) I b id . ,  I. I l l ,  c . I .
(3) N u l  h o m m e n e  p e u t  ê t re  so u m is q u ’à  d es lo is  c o n se n t ie s  p ar  lu i ou 

ses r e p r és en ta n ts .—  D éc la ra tio n  d es d ro its  de l ’h om m e.
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B u t  c iv il  a u t h o r i t y  a s  s u c h  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e s u l t s  f r om  th e  n a t u r e  

o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty . T h e re fo re  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  a s  s u c h d e r iv e s  

im m e d ia te ly  f r o m  G o d , t h e  a u t h o r  o f n a tu r e .

M a jo r .—  C iv i l  s o c ie ty  h a s  i ts  o r ig in  in  re a s o n  u n d e r  th e 

im p u ls e  o f  n a tu r e .  B u t  th e  n e c e s s a r y  r e s u l t a n t s  o f t h e  n a tu r e  

o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  d o  n o t  d e r iv e  f r o m  fr e e re a s o n ,  n o r  a r e  t h e y  c o n -  

s t i t u te d ^ i y  i t ,  a s  is  e v id e n t ,  b u t  d e r iv e  im m e d ia tely  f r o m  n a tu r e ,  

i .e .,  f r o m |G o d ,  th e  a u th o r  o f  n a tu r e ,  b e c a u s e  th e  au th o r  o f  a  

t h i n g  is  th e  a u th o r  a lso  o f  t h e  t h i n g ’s n e c e s s a ry  ad ju n c t s ;  v .g .,  

t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  so u l is th e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  in te l lec t  a n d  w ill.

M in o r .—  C iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  a  h e te r o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty  w h o se  en d  

is  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d , w h ic h  is  a  g o o d  sp e c i f ic a l ly  d is t i n c t  f ro m  

t h e  p r i v a te  g o o d  o f  i t s  m e m b e rs . H e n c e  a u t h o r i t y  is o f  n e c e s 

s i t y  r e q u i re d  in  c iv i l  s o c ie ty , in  o r d e r  t h a t  i t s  me m b e rs  b e  d i r e c t 

ed  t o  t h e  s a m e  e n d .

1 1 1 4 . S c ho l i o n .—  C iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  c o n s is ts  in  t h e  p o w e r

o f e x a c t in g  a n y th in g  n e c e s s a ry  o r  u se f u l  f o r  t h e  e nd  o f  c iv i l  

s o c ie ty .  I n  t h e  e x e rc ise  o f  t h is  a u t h o r i t y  a r e  f o u nd  th r e e  

f u n c t io n s  to  w h ic h  a n y  e x e rc ise  o f  a u t h o r i t y  m a y  b e re d u c e d .

F o r  th e  e n d  o f  s o c ie ty  is  a t t a i n e d ;

1 °  b y  t h e  a c t  o f p ro p o s in g  in  a n  o b l ig a to r y  m a n n e r , b y  

m e a n s  o f s u i ta b le  la w s , m e a n s  w h ic h  a re  u s e fu l  a n d  n e c e s sa ry ,  

in  o rd e r  t h a t  a l l  m a y  c o n t r i b u te  to  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d b y  w o rk 

in g  to g e th e r  in  h a r m o n y  —  leg isla tive power;

2 °  b y  t h e  a c t  o f d e f in in g  w i th  a u th o r i t a t i v e  ju d g m en t  

r ig h ts  d is p u te d  in  p a r t i c u l a r  c a se s , a n d  a lso  o f  d ec r e e in g  t h a t  

le g a l ly  e s ta b l i s h e d  p e n a l t ie s  b e  im p o s e d  o n  th o s e  gu i l ty  o f  th e  

v io la t io n  o f  r ig h ts  —  ju d ic ia l  pow er;

3 °  b y  th e  a c t  o f p re s s in g  th e  a p p l ic a t io n ,  i .e ., o f p ro m o t in g  

th e  e x e c u t io n , o f  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  e s ta b l is h e d  b y  la w s o r  le g a l s e n 

te n c e s , u s in g , i f  n e c e s sa ry , c o e rc iv e  fo rc e  in  th e  c ase  o f t h e  r e 

lu c ta n t  a n d  c o n tu m a c io u s  —  executive power.

E x e c u t iv e  p o w e r  h a s  th r e e  f u n c t io n s :
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a ) governm ent, i .e .,  t h e  r u l i n g  o f p e rs o n s  in  c o n fo rm it y  

w i th  th e  la w ;

b) a dm in is tra t io n , i .e .,  t h e  c a re  a n d  p r o te c t io n  o f m e a n s  o f 

p r o d u c t io n  a n d  o f g o o d s ;

c) coaction, i .e .,  t h e  c o e r c io n  a n d  p u n is h m e n t  o f  t r a n s 

g re sso rs  o f  t h e  la w .

1 1 1 5 . C a p i t a l  p u n i s h m e n t .  —  1 ° P re lim in a r ie s . —  a) 

P u n is h m e n t  in  g e n e ra l  m a y  b e  d e f in e d : an  evil in fl ic ted  on an 

agent aga inst h is  w il l fo r  a  crim e.

T h e  p o w e r  o f in f l ic t in g  p u n is h m e n t  d e r iv e s  f r o m  t h e v e r y  

n a tu r e  o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty , fo r  i t s  u l t im a te  e n d  is the  c o n s e rv a t io n  

a n d  r i g h t  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty .

b) P u n is h m e n t ,  c o n s id e re d  in  i t s  e f fe c ts , m a y  b e  reparative, 

m edic ina l, o r  exem p la ry.

P u n is h m e n t  is  reparative, in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  r e s to re s  t h e  o rd e r  

in ju r e d  b y  t h e  c o m m iss io n  o f  c r im e ; m ed ic ina l, fo r , as sta tu to ry , i t  

e n g e n d e rs  f e a r  in  th e  d e l in q u e n ts  a n d  w i th h o ld s  th em  f r o m  

c r im e ; a n d ,  a s  in flic ted , i t  w e a k e n s  t h e  a u d a c i t y  o f  c r im in a ls  

a n d  r e s t r a in s  th e m  f r o m  r e tu r n in g  to  t h e i r  c r im n a l  w a y s ;  

exem pla ry, in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  d e te r s  th e  w ic k e d  f r o m  c r im e : t h ey  

see  t h a t  o th e r  c r im in a ls  a r e  s e v e re ly  p u n is h e d  f o r  t h e i r  m is 

d e ed s .

c) N o w  th e  q u e s t io n  a r is e s : d o e s  th e  p o w e r  o f c o a c t ion  of 

c iv i l  s o c ie ty  s o m e t im e s  e x te n d  to  th e  p u n is h m e n t  o f c r im in a ls  

b y  d e a th  ? I n  o th e r  w o rd s , i t  is  s o m e t im e s  la w fu l  fo r  t h e  c iv il  

a u t h o r i t y  t o  in f l ic t  c a p i t a l  p u n is h m e n t  o n  c r im in a ls  ?

d ) B e c c a r ia ,  H .  B e n th a m ,  t h e  E n c y c lo p e d is ts ,  t h e  a d h er 

e n ts  o f  L ib e ra l i s m , L o m b ro so , F e r r i ,  a n d  o th e r s  d e ny  t h a t  th e  

c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  h a s  th e  r i g h t  to  in f l ic t  t h e  d e a th  p e n a l t y .

W e , o n  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  h o ld  t h a t  th e  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  h a s  th e  

r i g h t  to  in f l ic t  c a p i t a l  p u n is h m e n t  o n  th o s e  g u i l t y o f  c e r ta in  

c r im e s .

2 °  P roposition . —  The c iv il au tho r ity  has the r igh t to in fl ic t 

cap ita l p u n ish m e n t on persons g u i lty  o f  cer ta in  c r im e s.—  T h e  c iv i l
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a u th o r i t y  h a s  th e  r i g h t  to  in f l ic t  c a p i t a l  p u n is h m en t  o n  p e r 

so n s  w h o  a r e  d a n g e r o u s  to  t h e  c o m m u n i ty  in  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  

a r e  a  m e n a c e  to  th e  p u b l i c  p e a c e . B u t  p e rs o n s  g u i l ty  o f c e r 

t a i n  c r im e s  a r e  d a n g e r o u s  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i ty  in  a s  m uc h  a s  th e y  

a r e  a  m e n a c e  to  t h e  p u b l i c  p e a c e . T h e re fo re  t h e  c ivi l  a u t h o r 

i t y  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  to  in f l ic t  c a p i t a l  p u n is h m e n t  o n  p e rs o n s  g u i l t y  

o f  c e r ta in  c r im e s  (1).

M a jo r .—  A  p e rs o n  e n t r u s te d  w i th  t h e  g o o d  o f  a  w h o le  h a s  

t h e  r i g h t  to  c u t  o ff a  p a r t  w h ic h  is  d a n g e r o u s  to  th e  w h o le  in  a s  

m u c h  a s  i t  is  a  m e n a c e  to  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d : w h e re fo re  w e  

o b s e r v e  t h a t ,  if  t h e  h e a l t h  o f t h e  w h o le  h u m a n  b o d y r e q u i r e s  

t h e  e x c is io n  o f a  m e m b e r  w h ic h  is , f o r  e x a m p le , d e ca y e d , a n d  

in fe c t io u s  to  o th e r s  m e m b e rs ,  i t  w ill b e  p r a is e w o r th y  a n d  a d 

v a n ta g e o u s  to  b o d i l y  h e a l t h  t o  e x c ise  i t .  B u t ,  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d ,  

th e  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  is  e n t r u s te d  w i th  t h e  w e lfa re  of  t h e  w h o le  

c o m m u n i ty  a n d  t h e  c a r e  o f t h e  p u b l ic  p e a c e , w h ic h  is  f o r m a l l y  

th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty ;  a n d ,  o n  t h e  o th e r h a n d ,  t h e  

c r im in a l , l ik e  a n y  o th e r  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n , is r e late d  to  c iv i l  so 

c ie ty  a s  th e  p a r t  t o  th e  w h o le . T h e re fo re .

T h e  m in o r is e v id e n t  f r o m  e x a m p le s  : p e rs o n s  g u i l ty  o f h o m 

ic id e  o r  p a r r ic id e  a re  a m e n a c e  to  t h e  o rd e r  o f  th e c o m m u n i ty ,  

w h ic h  is  b o u n d  to  p r o te c t  i n d iv id u a l  p e rs o n s ; a n d  th e y  a re , 

m o re o v e r , d a n g e r o u s  t o  th e  w h o le  c o m m u n i ty .

N o t e .—  S in c e  a  m a n  p a r t i c i p a te s  in  so c ie ty , a s  a  p a r t  in a  

w h o le , b y  th e  o p e r a t io n  o f h is  w il l ,  t h e  c iv i l  a u tho r i t y  m a y  p u t  

to  d e a th  o n ly  s u c h  p e rs o n s  a s  v o lu n ta r i l y  a b a n d o n  th e i r  p a r t  in  

th e  life  o f  s o c ie ty . H e n c e  i t  is  n o t  la w fu l  f o r  t h e c iv i l  a u th o r i t y  

to  p u t  a n  in n o c e n t  p e rs o n  to  d e a th ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  th e s a f e ty  o f 

th e  w h o le  S ta te  w o u ld  r e s u l t  f r o m  h is  d e a th .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. D e f in e  c iv il  a u th o r i t y ,  a n d  ex p lain  u n d er  w h a t  asp e c t  i t  d e r iv es 
im m e d ia tel y  from  G o d , th e  a u th o r  o f  n a tu r e .

2 . H a s th e  c iv il  a u th o r i t y  t h e  r ig h t  t o  in f l ic t  c a p i ta l  p u n is h m e n t  ? 
E x p la in  a n d  p r o v e  y o u r  an sw er .

(1 ) I I - I I ,  q . 6 4 , a . 2  e t  3 .— - C o n tra  G en tes, 1. I l l ,  c. 4 0 .
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S U B J E C T  O F  C I V I L  A U T H O R I T Y

1 1 16 . S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  q u es t i o n .—  1° T h e  q u estio n  

of th e  s u b je c t  o f c iv i l  a u th o r i t y  is  e n t i r e ly  d is t in c t  f ro m  the 

q u e s t io n  o f t h e  o r ig in  o f c iv i l  so c ie ty . T h e  fo rm e r q u e st io n  is 

c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  m a te r ia l  c a u se  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty , a n d  th e  la t te r  

w i th  i t s  e f f ic ie n t c au se .

2 °  I n  th is  a r t ic le , w e  sh a l l  c o n s id e r  c iv i l  a u th o r it y  as  such, 

a n d  n o t  p a r e n ta l  o r  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  a u th o r i t y .

3 °  S u b je c t  is  d e f in e d : a p r in c ip le  w hich is  capable o f receiv

ing  a fo rm .

4 ° A u th o r i t y  is a  p o w e r, a n d  th e re fo re  i t  a p p e r ta in s  to  th e  

order o f operation. H e n c e ,  in  o rd e r  to  a t t a i n  a n  a c c u ra te  n o tio n  

o f th e  s u b je c t  o f c iv i l  a u th o r i t y ,  w e  m u s t  c o n s id e r th e  o rd e r of 

o p e ra t io n  o f t h e  o rg a n ic  w o r ld . N o w , in  th e  o rg a n ic w orld , 

th e r e  a re  tw o  k in d s  o f s u b je c t ,  i .e .,  o f p r in c ip le , c a p a b le  of re 

c e iv in g  a n  o rg a n ic  f a c u l ty :

a) t h e  f i r s t  s u b je c t  f ro m  w h ic h  a n  o rg a n ic  f a c u l ty  resu lts  

b y  n a tu r a l  e m a n a t io n , o r , a s  i t  is c a l led , th e  total su b je c t :  th is  

s u b je c t  is  a  c o m p le te  su p p o s i t ,  i .e ., a  p la n t  o r  a n a n im a l;

b) t h e  im m e d ia te  s u b je c t  in to  w h ic h  a n  o rg a n ic  fa c u lty  

is r e c e iv e d  a n d  b y  w h ic h  th e  f i rs t  s u b je c t  e x e rc ises  i ts  o p e ra tio n s , 

o r , a s  i t  is c a l le d , th e  s u b je c t  quo, th e  s u b je c t  o f in h e re n c e : i t  is 

a  p a r t  o f a  t o ta l  s u b je c t  o r  a n  o rg a n , a s  th e  ey e , b u t  som e

t im e s  c a n  b e  c o e x te n s iv e  w ith  th e  to ta l  s u b je c t ;  v .g ., th e  pow er 

o f a ss im i la t io n  is d i f fu se d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  w h o le  o f th e  p la n t.

S im i la r ly ,  in  d e a l in g  w ith  c iv i l  a u th o r i t y ,  w e m u s t m ak e  a 

d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  f i rs t  s u b je c t  f ro m  w h ic h  c iv i l  a u th o r i ty  

n a tu r a l l y  re s u l ts  a n d  th e  im m e d ia te  s u b je c t  b y  w h ich  i t  is exer-
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cised. H e n c e  w e f in d  o u rse lv e s  c o n f ro n te d  w i th  tw o  q u e s t io n s  

in re g a rd  to  th e  s u b je c t  o f c iv i l  a u th o r i t y :

f i r s t ,  w h a t,  a c c o rd in g  to  n a tu r a l  la w , is  th e  f i rs t s u b je c t  

from  w h ic h  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  re s u l ts  b y  n a tu r a l  e m a n at io n  ?

se c o n d ly , g r a n te d  t h a t  th is  s u b je c t  is  a  c o m p le te  mu l t i t u d e  

p o li t ic a l ly  u n i te d ,  i.e ., a  p e o p le , w h a t ,  a c c o rd in g to  n a tu r a l  la w , 

is th e  im m e d ia te  s u b je c t  o f c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  ?

1 117 . O p in io n s .—  1° T h e  p e o p le ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  R o u s 

seau, is  th e  e f f ic ie n t c a u s e  o f c iv i l  a u th o r i t y ,  a nd  th e re fo re  c iv il  

a u th o r i ty  d o e s n o t  d e r iv e  im m e d ia te ly  f r o m  G o d . T h e p e o p le , 

m o reo v e r, is  in  a n  in a l ie n a b le  m a n n e r  th e  im m e d ia te s u b je c t  

of c iv il a u th o r i t y ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  r u le r s  a n d  d e pu t ie s  a re  

m ere ly  d e le g a te s  o r  m a n d a ta r ie s  o f t h e  p e o p le .

2 °  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  S i l lo n is ts  (éco le  d u  S i l lo n ) , civ i l  a u 

th o r i ty  d e r iv e s  f ro m  G o d , b u t  t h e  p ro x im a te  s u b je c t in  w h ic h  i t  

is in a l ie n a b ly  v e s te d  is  t h e  p e o p le , a n d  th e re fo re  ru le r s  a n d  

d ep u ties  a re  n o th in g  m o re  t h a n  d e le g a te s  o r  m a n d a tar ie s  o f  th e  

people. T h is  is  th e  o p in io n  h e ld  b y  M a r c  S a n g n ie r  an d  o th e r s .

3 °  M a n y ,  e sp e c ia l ly  th e  M o n a r c h is ts ,  h o ld  t h a t  th e  p o l i t 

ical p o w e r  o f k in g s  d e r iv e s  im m e d ia te ly  f r o m  G o d ; in  o th e r  

w ords, t h e y  h o ld  t h a t  a  k in g  is  im m e d ia te ly  c o n s t i tu te d  in  th e  

regal office b y  G o d . H e n c e  th e y  d e n y  t h a t  th e  p ro x im a te  s u b 

jec t of c iv i l  a u th o r i t y  is  d e te r m in e d  b y  th e  w il l of m a n . T h is  

was th e  o p in io n  h e ld  b y  K in g  J a m e s  I  o f E n g la n d  (1), a g a in s t  

w hom  S t. R o b e r t  B e l la rm in e  (1 2) a n d  S u a re z  w ro te . T h is  o p in -

(1) B a si lic o n  D o ron . 1 5 9 9 .
(2) K in g  J a m es I,  w ho em b ra ced  A n g lica n ism , im p o sed  a n  o a th  of

allegiance o n  a ll C a th o lics . O n  2 2  S e p t .,  1 6 0 6 , th is  o a th  w as con d em n ed  b y 
Pope P a u l V  a s co n ta in in g  m a n y  th in g s  co n tra ry  to  th e  C a th o lic  fa ith  an d 
to the sa lv a t io n  o f sou ls . K in g  J a m es p u b lish ed  a n  a n o n y m o u s re p ly  e n t i
tled: T r ip lic i nodo tr ip le x  cuneus, s ive  a p o lo g ia  p ro  ju ra m e n to  f id e l ita tis  a d
versus duo brevia P a u l i  P P .  Q u in ti e t E p is tu la m  C a rd in a l is  B e lla rm in i a d  G. 
Blackwellum a rch ip resb y te ru m  n u p e r  sc r ip ta m . L o n d o n , 16 07 .

B e lla rm in e, u nd er th e  n a m e o f h is ch a p la in , w ro te  a resp on se en t it led : 
M atthaei T o r ti resp o n sio  a d  lib ru m  in sc r ip tu m :  T r ipl ic i  m odo tr ip le x  cuneus.

I t  is to  b e  o b serv ed  th a t  in  th e  M id d le  A g es a  d is tin c t io n  w as m ad e 
between c iv il  p o w er  a n d  im per ia l d ig n i ty . F o r, g ra nted  th e  u n it y  o f C h r is t
endom, th e  ru le o f th e  w or ld  w as a n  id ea l a n d  free  su b o r d in a t io n  o f C h r ist ian  
peoples (w h o re ta in e d  th e ir  su p r em a cy ) in  re sp ec t to  th e  em p eror  w ho , u nd er



4 0 4 P O L I T I C S

io n  w a s h e ld  a lso  b y  L u th e r ,  M e la n c h to n , C a lv in , K in g  L ou is 

X I V  (1) , p r o b a b ly  b y  B o ss u e t (* 1 2) , a n d , in  g e n e ra l , b y  a l l  G a ll i

c a n s .

4 °  M a n y  o f t h e  o ld e r  p h i lo s o p h e rs , a s  H u g h  o f S t. Vic to r 

(d . 1 1 4 1 ) a n d  A le x a n d e r  o f H a le s  (d . 1 2 4 5 ), h e ld  t ha t  th e  su 

p re m e  c iv i l  a u th o r i t y  d e r iv e s  f ro m  G o d  th r o u g h  th e  C h u rch .

5 °  S c h o la s t ic s  c o m m o n ly  h o ld  t h a t  th e  p e o p le , i.e ., th e  

w h o le  c o m m u n i ty  p o l i t ic a l ly  u n i te d ,  is  t h e  f i rs t  s ub je c t  fro m  

w h ic h  c iv i l  a u th o r i t y  re s u l ts  b y  n a tu r a l  e m a n a t io n  (3).

B u t  th e y  d o  n o t  a g re e  o n  w h a t  is  c iv il  a u th o r i t y ’s im m e 

d ia te  su b je c t .

a) S o m e , a s  L ib e ra to re ,  S ch if f in i, M e y e r , C a th re in , Zi- 

g l ia ra , a n d  L o r t ie  s im p ly  s ta te ,  a g a in s t  R o u ss e a u , t h a t  th e  

p e o p le  c a n n o t  b e  t h e  s u b je c t  o f a u th o r i t y .

b) O th e rs  h o ld  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  im m e d ia te  s u b je c t  o f civ il 

a u th o r i t y  is th e  p e o p le , a n d  th e re fo re  t h a t  th e  p e op le  t ra n s fe r  

i t  to  t h e  p e rs o n  o f t h e i r  ru le r .  T h is  is th e  o p in ion  h e ld  b y  Cos- 

ta - R o s s e t t i  (4 5) , C a s te le in  (6) , M a rc e l lu s  o f th e  C h i ld  J e s u s  (6), an d

th e  P o p e , w as con cern ed  w ith  th e  co m m o n  go od  o f th e  en tire  C hristian  
w or ld  a n d  p r o te c te d  th e  C nu rch , it s  H ea d , an d  ec c lest ia s t ica l d ign itar ies. 
H en c e  a n  em p eror  w as a lr ea d y  c o n s t itu te d  in  h is  rega l office, i.e . , in  his 
c iv il  p ow er in  regard  to  h is o w n  p eo p le , b efo re h e rece iv ed  th e  office of em peror.

(1) M é m o ires, v o l.  2 , p . 2 8 5 .
(2) P o litiq u e  tirée  de VE cr itu re  S a in te , 1. 2 , a . 4 , p rop . 1. A ver tissem en ts 

a u x  P ro tes ta n ts , c. 4 9 .
(3) D ie u  e s t  le  p r in c ip e  d e  l ’a u to r ité , la  m u lt itu de  e s t  son  o b je t, e t  sa 

f in  e s t  d ’é ta b lir  l ’u n ité  d a ns le  m u lt ip le :  s i le  m u lt ip le  n ’ex is ta it  pas, ou s ’il 
n e  d e v a it  p as ê tre  ra m en é  à  l ’u n i té ,  l ’a u to r ité  n ’au ra it  p lus  sa  ra ison  d ’être 
e t  c ’e s t  d a n s ce sens q ue  la  m u lt itu d e  e s t  ca u se  q ue  l ’a u to r ité  ex is te , Au sur
p lus, le  c o n ce p t  d e  so c ié té  su p p o se , d a ns to u te  réun io n  lég it im e , u ne  au tor ité 
q u i la  con d u ise  à  la  fin  q u ’e lle  s ’e s t  p rop osée , e t une' a u to r ité  q u i ex is te  essen 
t ie l le m e n t,  n éce ssa ir em en t;  u n e  a u to r ité , " c o m m e le rem arq ue G erd il, que 
les  in d iv id u s  n e  p eu v en t  d étru ire , par la  ra iso n  q u’i ls  n e p eu v en t r ien  con tre 
l ’essen ce  d es ch o ses.

A in s i, l ’a u to r ité  q u i e s t  d es t in ée  à un ir  la  m u lt itu d e , a  son  or ig ine dans la 
m u lt i tu d e , e l le  y  p rend  n a issa n ce  q u a n d  les  in d iv idu s  s ’a sso c ien t;  car, s ’ils ne 
s ’a sso c ia ie n t  p a s, l ’a u to r ité  n e p ou r ra it  les rég ir; m a is  on  n e p eu t d ire pour 
ce la  q u e  c ’e s t  la  m u lt itu d e  q u i crée l ’a u to r ité , q ue  l ’a u to r ité  n ’est pas au tre 
ch o se  q u e  la  v o lo n té  d e  to u s .—  T a p a r e l L i , E ssa i théorique de d ro it naturel, 
v o l . I ,  n n . 4 8 4 -4 8 5 .

(4) P h i l.  M o ra l .,  p . I V , se c t . 2 .
(5) P h il . M o ra l , et Soc., T h és . 3 1 .
(6) P h i l.  M o ra l , et Soc., D is p . I I I ,  q . 2 , a . V , & 2.
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o th e rs , w h o  a t t e m p t  to  d e fe n d  t h e  o p in io n  o f  C a je tan ,  B e l la r -  

m ine, S u a re z , e tc .

c) B u t ,  in  o u r  o p in io n , th is  is  n o t  e x a c t ly  t h e  te ac h in g  o f 

S uarez , w h o , a s  a l l  a g re e , g iv e s  t h e  b e s t  p r e s e n ta tio n  o f  s c h o la s 

tic  t r a d i t i o n  in  th is  m a t te r .

F i r s t ,  h e  m a in ta in s  t h a t ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  o rd e r  o f n a tu r e ,  

the  p e o p le  a r e  th e  f i r s t  s u b je c t  f ro m  w h ic h  c iv i l  au th o r i t y  d e 

rives.

S e c o n d ly , h e  h o ld s  t h a t  n a tu r e  is n e g a t iv e ly  r e la ted  to  th e  

p ro x im a te  s u b je c t  b y  w h ic h  a u th o r i t y  is  e x e rc ise d , a n d  th e r e 

fore t h a t  th is  s u b je c t  is d e te r m in e d  b y  th e  w il l a nd  in s t i t u t i o n  o f 

m en. G r e d t  h o ld s  a lm o s t th e  s a m e  o p in io n . T h is  is  th e  o p in 

ion w h ic h  w e  fo llo w .

1 118 . S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  t h es i s .

T H E S I S .—  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  o r d e r  o f  n a t u r e ,

T H E  P E O P L E  IS  T H E  F IR S T  S U B JE C T 

FR O M  W H IC H  C IV IL  A U T H O R IT Y  N A T U 

R A L L Y  r e s u l t s ; a n d  i t s  i m m e d i a t e  

S U B JE C T  IS  D E T E R M IN E D  BY  H U M A N 

IN S T IT U T IO N .

F i r s t  p a r t . —  A ccord ing  to the order o f  na ture, the people 

is the firs t subject f r o m  w hich c iv il au tho r ity  n a tu ra lly  resu lts.—  

This is e v id e n t , b e c a u se  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  n e c e s sa r i ly  d e r iv e s  f r o m  

the n a tu r e  o f t h e  p e o p le , i .e ., o f  th e  c o m m u n i ty  p ol i t i c a l l y  

un ited , a s  i t s  p ro p e r ty .

S e c o n d  p a r t .—  The im m ed ia te  sub ject o f c iv il au thor ity  is 

determined by hu m an  in s t i tu t io n .—  T h e  im m e d ia te  s u b je c t  o f 

civil a u th o r i t y  is  d e te r m in e d  e i th e r  b y  t h e  n a tu r a l la w  o r  b y  

hum an  in s t i tu t io n .  B u t  i t  is  n o t  d e te r m in e d  b y  th e  n a tu r a l  

law. T h e re fo re  t h e  im m e d ia te  s u b je c t  o f  c iv i l  a u th or i t y  is 

d e te rm in ed  b y  h u m a n  in s t i tu t io n .

M in o r .—  A c c o rd in g  t o  th e  n a t u r a l  la w , th e r e  is  n o  re a so n  

why c iv il a u th o r i t y  is  v e s te d  in  o n e  p a r t  o f  a  c o m mu n i ty  r a th e r
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t h a n  in  a n o th e r ,  t h a t  is  to  sa y , n o t  o n ly  is th e re  n o  re a so n  w hy  

i t  is v e s te d  in  th is  p a r t i c u la r  p e rs o n  r a th e r  t h a n  in  a n o th e r ,  b u t  

a lso  n o  re a so n  w h y  i t  is v e s te d  in  o n e  p e rs o n  r a th er  th a n  in  a 

s e n a te  o r  le g is la t i v e  b o d y , a n d  v ic e  v e rs a ; in  o n e  ru le r  r a th e r  

t h a n  in  d e p u t ie s ,  a n d  v ic e  v e rs a ,  a s  is  e v id e n t  f rom  p ra c t ic e :  

fo r  p e o p le s  a d o p t  d i f f e re n t fo rm s  o f g o v e rn m e n t, a nd , in  d o ing  

so , th e y  d o  n o t  a c t  in  v io la t io n  o f t h e  n a tu r a l  law.

1 11 9. S c ho l i o n .—  S in c e  c iv i l  a u th o r i t y  r e s u l ts  f ro m  th e  

n a tu r e  o f t h e  p e o p le , i t  d o e s  n o t  d e r iv e  f ro m  th e  will o f th e  p eo 

p le , n o r  is i t  t h e  w ill o f th e  p e o p le , a s  R o u ss e a u  c o n te n d e d , b u t  i t  

is  d e r iv e d  im m e d ia te ly  f r o m  n a tu r e ,  i .e ., f ro m  G o d , th e  a u th o r  

o f n a tu r e .  H e n c e  c iv i l  a u th o r i t y  a s  c iv i l  o r  p o l i t ic a l ,  w h e th e r 

v e s te d  in  th e  p e o p le  a s  a  w h o le , o r  in  a  ru le r ,  o r  in  a  leg is la tiv e  

b o d y , is  im m e d ia te ly  d e r iv e d  f r o m  G o d . B u t  th e  p ro xim a te  

s u b je c t  in  w h ic h  i t  is  v e s te d , as  a  ru le r ,  a  le g is la t iv e  b o d y , e tc ., 

is d e te r m in e d  b y  h u m a n  in s t i tu t io n .

I n  o th e r  w o rd s , a u th o r i t y  as  c iv il  is im m e d ia te ly  de r iv ed  

f r o m  G o d , b u t  c iv i l  a u th o r i t y  b e co m e s , fo r  e x a m p le , re g a l b y  

h u m a n  in s t i t u t i o n ,  a s  S u a re z  w ro te  in  c o n d e m n a t io n  of th e  

te a c h in g  o f J a m e s  I ;  b u t  y e t  a u th o r i t y  as  re g a l  is d e r iv e d  from  

G o d  a s  f ro m  i t s  f i rs t  c au se .

1120 . P o l i t i es  a n d  f o r m s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .—  A p o lity  

o r  c o n s t i tu t io n  is d e f in e d  b y  S t. T h o m a s :  the organization or 

d isposition  o f a state as regards i ts  fi r s t  and suprem e governing 

body under w hich its  c itizens are ru led, and on whose authority 

the  au thor ity  o f in fe r io r  governm ents are dependent (1).

T h e re fo re  a c o n s t i tu t io n  is th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f a  sta te  c o n 

s id e re d  u n d e r  th r e e  a s p e c ts :

a) t h e  d is p o s i t io n  o f t h e  su p re m e  g o v e rn in g  b o d y , i.e., of 

th e  su p re m e  a u th o r i t y ;

b) t h e  d is p o s i t io n  o f in fe r io r  a u th o r i t ie s  w h ic h  a re  d e p e n 

d e n t  o f  th e  su p re m e  a u th o r i t y ;

c) t h e  d is p o s i t io n  o f t h e  c i t i z e n s ,  w h o  a re  ru le d  un d e r  th is  

a u th o r i t y .

(1 )  I n  P o l i t ic . ,  1. I l l ,  1. 5 .
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, T h e  n o t io n  o f fo rm  o f g o v e rn m e n t  is  s im i la r  to  the  n o t io n  

of c o n s t i tu t io n , a l th o u g h  th e  l a t t e r  is  m o re  p ro fo un d . A  fo rm  

of g o v e rn m e n t is  d e f in e d  b y  m o d e rn  p h i lo s o p h e rs :  the d isp o si

tion o f the suprem e autho r ity  in  regard to the p roxim a te  subject 

in which i t  exists.

C o n s t i tu t io n s  o r  p o l i t ie s  a re  d iv id e d  in to  p ro p e r  co n s t i t u 

tions a n d  im p r o p e r  c o n s t i tu t io n s  a s  th e y  a r e  d i r e c tly  c o n c e rn e d  

with th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o r  w i th  th e i r  o w n  g o o d .

T h e  fo l lo w in g  a re  p ro p e r  c o n s t i tu t io n s :

a) M onarchy: ru le  o f  o n e  in d iv id u a l  in  th e  in te r e s t  o f th e  

com m on g o o d  ;

b) A ris tocracy: th e  ru le  o f  th e  e l i te  few  —  m o re  t h a n  o n e  —  

in th e  in te r e s t  o f th e  c o m m o n  g o o d . T h e  a r is to c r a c y is c a l le d  

« s ta tu s  o p t im a tu m  » (g o v e rn m e n t o f th e  a r is to c r a c y,  i .e .,  o f 

the b e s t ) , e i th e r  b e c a u se  ru le r s  o f  t h is  k in d  a re  th e  b e s t ,  o r  

because th is  k in d  o f p o l i t y  h a s  v i r t u e  a s  i t s  o b je ct .

c) Democracy: th e  ru le  o f t h e  p e o p le  in  t h e  in te r e s t  o f th e  

com m on g o o d .

T h e  fo l lo w in g  a re  im p r o p e r  c o n s t i tu t io n s :

a) T yrann y : th e  ru le  o f  o n e  in d iv id u a l  w h o  is  c o n c e rn e d  

with h is  o w n  g o o d .

b) O ligarchy: th e  ru le  o f  t h e  e l i te  fe w  in  t h e  in te r e s t  o f th e  

good o f t h e  r ic h .

c) A n a rch y ( d e m o c ra c y  in  a  b a d  sen se ) : t h e  ru le  o f th e  

people in  th e  in te r e s t  o f th e  g o o d  o f t h e  p o o r .

T h e re  c a n  b e  m ix e d  fo rm s  o f g o v e rn m e n t ,  i .e ., fo rm s w h ic h  

are a c o m b in a t io n  o f th e  fo re g o in g  p o l i t ic s  o r  fo rms  o f g o v e rn 

ment.

1121. S u f f r a g e .—  1° T h e  r i g h t  o f su f f ra g e  is d e f in ed : 

the power enjoyed by a people o f  electing civil officials by w hom 

their State is  governed, at least in  part.

W e s a y : the power o f electing civil o fficia ls, b e c a u s e  su f f ra g e  

does n o t e s ta b l is h  a u th o r i t y  w h ic h  d e r iv e s  im m e d ia te ly  f r o m  G o d , 

but d e te rm in e s  w h o  m a y  e x e rc ise  i t  (L eo  X I I I ,  D iu tu rn u m ).
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W e  s a y  to o  : by w hom  the Sta te is  governed, at least in  part: 

fo r  a  c o u n t r y  c a n  h a v e  a  m ix e d  g o v e rn m e n t, w h o se  offic ia ls a re  

n o t  a l l  e le c te d  b y  su f f ra g e .

2 °  T h o s e  w h o  h o ld  t h a t  c iv il  so c ie ty  a n d  c o n se q u e n tly  

c iv i l  a u th o r i t y  d o  n o t  d e r iv e  f r o m  n a tu r e ,  b u t  m e rely  f ro m  th e  

c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p le , te a c h  t h a t  th e  r ig h t  o f su f fra g e  n eces

s a r i l y  b e lo n g s  to  a ll  in d iv id u a ls ;  h e n c e  t h e y  p ro c la im  t h a t  

universa l suffrage is  a na tu ra l right. S u c h  is  th e  te a c h in g  of th e  

d is c ip le s  o f  R o u ss e a u , c a l le d  L ib e ra l  D e m o c r a ts .

W e  d o  n o t  a d m i t  th is  o p in io n : w e  m a in ta in  t h a t  th e  r ig h t 

o f su f f ra g e  is  n o t  a  n a tu r a l  r i g h t  t o  w h ic h  a ll  a re e n t i t l e d .

a) I f  u n iv e rs a l  su f f ra g e  w e re  a  n a tu r a l  r ig h t ,  a l l  o th e r  

m e th o d s  o f  c h o o s in g  c iv i l  o ff ic ia ls  w o u ld  b e  u n la w fu l .

b) T h e  D e m o c r a ts  te a c h  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f u n iv e rsa l  su f

f r a g e ,  b e c a u se  t h e y  c o n te n d  t h a t  c iv i l  a u th o r i t y  b elo n g s  in a 

l ie n a b ly  to  t h e  p e o p le , a n d  c o n se q u e n t ly  t h a t  th e  pe o p le  m u s t 

e le c t  t h e i r  c iv i l  o ff ic ia ls . B u t  c iv i l  a u th o r i t y  is n e i th e r  in a lie n 

a b ly  in  t h e  p e o p le , n o r  f r o m  th e  p e o p le , b u t  f r o m  Go d .

3 °  I n  o rd e r  t h a t  su f f ra g e  b e  u n iv e rs a l , i t  c o u ld  n ot be 

m e re ly  in d iv id u a l ,  b u t  w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  e x e rc ise d  by  th e  h ead s 

o f  fa m i l ie s  a s  su c h , b y  a ss o c ia t io n s ,  v .g ., p ro fe ssio n a l a sso c ia 

t io n s , b y  u n iv e rs i t ie s ,  e tc .

4  0 S o m e  m a y  p e rh a p s  h o ld  t h a t  su f f ra g e , a n d , in  p ar t ic u la r , 

u n iv e rs a l  su f f ra g e , is  in  th e o r y  th e  b e s t  w a y  o f e lec tin g  c iv il 

o ff ic ia ls . B u t  w h a t  is  b e s t  in  th e o r y  is n o t  n e c e ssa r i ly  b e s t in  

p ra c t i c e ,  a n d  h e n c e  th e  v a lu e  o f su f f ra g e  m u s t  b e  ju d g e d  fro m  

c ir c u m s ta n c e s , t h a t  is to  sa y , f r o m  th e  e d u c a t io n  of th e  p eop le  

a n d  f r o m  th e  r e s u l t a n t  a d v a n ta g e s  to  so c ie ty .

I n  a  w o rd , th e  a d v a n ta g e s  o r  d is a d v a n ta g e s  o f su ffrage 

d e p e n d , a s  S t. A u g u s t in e  p o in ts  o u t  (1) , o n  th e  c ivic  e d u c a t io n  

o f  th e  p e o p le  a n d  th e i r  in te r e s t  in  th e  c o m m o n  good.

(1 ) S i  popu lu s  s i t  b en e  m o ra tu s e t  g ra v is , co m m u n isq u e  u t i l i tat is  d ili-  
g e n t is s im u s  cu sto s, re c te  le x  fe r tu r  q ua  ta l i  p o p u lo  l ic e a t  creare sib i m agis
t r a tu s  p er  q u o s re sp u b lica  a d m in is t re tu r . P orro , s i p a u la t im  idem  popu lus 
d ep ra v a tu s  h a b e a t v en a le  su ffrag iu m , e t  reg im en  f lag it io s is  scele ra t isq ue  com 
m it ta t ,  re c te  a d im itu r  p o p u lo  ta l i  p o te sta s d a nd i hon ores, e t  ad  paucorum 
b o no rum  re d i t  a rb itru m .—  D e L ib . A rb ., 1. I ,  c . 6 .
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1122. R esis ta n ce  o f ty r a n n y .—  1° P re lim in a r ie s.—  a) 

T y r a n t o r ig in a l ly  m e a n t  a  g o v e rn o r  w h o  h a d  fu l l  p o we r  o v e r  

his s u b je c ts . N o w a d a y s ,  h o w e v e r , t y r a n t  s ig n if ies  a g o v e rn o r  

who im p o se s  h is  o w n  w ill o n  a  p e o p le  b y  fo rc e , o r  op p re sse s  a  

peop le b y  u n ju s t  la w s .

b) R e s is ta n c e , in  g e n e ra l ,  is  o p p o s i t io n  to  a n o th e r ’s  a c t i v 

ity . I t  is to  tw o  k in d s :  active a n d  passive.

P a s s iv e  r e s is ta n c e  is m o ra l l y  th e  s a m e  a s  d iso b ed ien c e .

A c t iv e  r e s is ta n c e  is o f tw o  k in d s :  peacefu l o r  non -v io len t, 

w h ich  is o p p o s i t io n  to  u n ju s t  la w s  a n d  th e  v io le n c e o f g o v e rn o rs  

by  m e an s  o f w r i t in g s , p e a c e fu l  d e m o n s t r a t io n s ,  e tc .;  arm ed o r  

violent, w h ic h  is o p p o s i t io n  b y  p h y s ic a l  fo rc e  fo r  th e  o v e rth ro w  

of t y r a n n y .

c) B o th  p a ss iv e  re s is ta n c e  a n d  p e a c e fu l  a c t i v e  re s is ta n c e  to  

m a n ife s t ly  u n ju s t  la w s  a r e  c e r ta in l y  la w fu l ;  m o re o ve r , a t  le a s t 

p ass iv e  r e s is ta n c e  is o b l ig a to ry  in  th e  c a se  o f la ws  w h ic h  a re  

m a n ife s t ly  o p p o se d  to  d iv in e  o r  n a t u r a l  g o o d . B u t  wh a t  m u s t  

be sa id  o f v io le n t a c t i v e  r e s is ta n c e  ?

d) T o  a n sw e r  th is  q u e s t io n , w e  m u s t  m a k e  a  d is t in c t ion  

b e tw een  ty ra n t by usu rp a tion a n d  ty ra n t by oppression.

A  ty ran t by usu rp a tion o r  title  is  o n e  w h o  a t t a i n s  su p re m e  

a u th o r i ty  b y  t h e  u se  o f i l le g a l  m e a n s  o f  a n y  k in d  wh a ts o e v e r .

A  ty ran t by oppression is  o n e  w h o  h a s  a  j u s t  t i t l e  to  su p re m e  

a u th o r i ty , b u t  g o v e rn s  h is  s u b je c ts  b y  m a n if e s t ly  un ju s t  la w s .

2°  I n  the light o f the fo rego ing  observations, w e  m a y  n o w  s e t  

fo r th  o u r  te a c h in g  o n  th e  v io le n t a c t i v e  r e s is ta n c e o f t y r a n t s  in  

th e  p ro p o s i t io n s  w h ic h  fo llo w .

1 ) A t  the tim e o f the act o f usu rp a tio n , both the r igh tfu l ru ler 

and people have the r igh t o f  defend ing themselves aga inst a ty ran t 

by usu rpa tion .—  T h is  is  e v id e n t , fo r , i f  a n  in d iv id u a l  m a n  m a y  

use v io le n c e  in  se l f -d e fe n ce  a g a in s t  a n  u n ju s t  a g g re sso r  in  th e  

a c t  o f a g g re ss io n , th e  p e o p le  a n d  th e  p e rs o n  in  w h om  is v e s te d  

th e  c a re  o f t h e  p e o p le  h a v e  a  f o r t io r i  a  s im i la r  r ig h t .

T h e re fo re , w hile war is  ac tua lly  being waged, t h e  r ig h t f u l  

ru le r m ay, a n d  th e  p e o p le  n o t  o n ly  m a y , b u t  should r e s is t  a n
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u n ju s t  a g g re sso r , a n d , i f  n e c e s sa ry , p u t  h im  to  d e ath ,  p ro v id e d  

t h a t  th e  m o d e r a t io n  o f a  b la m e le ss  d e fe n se  is  o b se rv e d .

A  p r i v a te  c i t iz e n  m a y  d o  th e  sa m e , p ro v id e d  t h a t  h e a c ts  

n o t  o n  h is  p r i v a te  a u th o r i t y ,  b u t  o n  th e  express o r  tacit a u th o r i t y  

o f h is  r u le r  (*)•

2) A fte r  the usu rper has established h is ru le, both the rightfu l 

ru ler and the people have, absolutely speak ing , the right to dethrone 

a ty ra n t by u su rp a tio n.—  T h is  is e v id e n t ,  fo r  n o  o n e  m a y  la w 

fu l ly  b e c o m e  a  ru le r  b y  th e  u se  o f v io le n c e  (1 2).

W e  s a y  absolutely speak ing , fo r  i f  th e  p e o p le  w o u ld  su ffer 

g r e a te r  e v i ls  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f w a r  a g a in s t  th e  t y r a n t,  a n d  th e re  is 

n o  p ro b a b le  h o p e  o f o v e r th ro w in g  h im , th e  ex e rc ise  of r ig h ts  

s h o u ld  b e  su sp e n d e d  a n d  su b m iss io n  m a d e  to  th e  t y r an t :  fo r 

in  th is  c ase , th e  p u b l ic  s a f e ty  o f t h e  p e o p le , w h ich  is th e  su p rem e  

la w , is  a t  s ta k e .

T h e re fo re , a f te r  a  u s u r p e r  h a s  e s ta b l is h e d  h im se lf  in  pow er, 

c i t i z e n s  a re  b o u n d  to  s u b m i t  t o  h is  d e c re e s  if  th e y a re  in  th e  

in te r e s t  o f th e  c o m m o n  g o o d , fo r  o th e rw ise  th e re  w ou ld  be no 

le g is la to r , a n d  th e  S ta te  w o u ld  p e r ish .

3 ) A  ty ra n t by usu rpa tion  can become the law fu l ru ler.—  I t  is 

n o t  in  v i r tu e  o f v io le n ce , as  is e v id e n t ,  b u t  b e c a use  o f th e  n eces

s i ty  o f p e a c e  a n d  p u b l ic  s e c u r i t y  t h a t  a  u s u r p e r  c an  b eco m e th e  

la w fu l  ru le r .  F o r ,  if th e  ru le  o f th e  u s u rp e r  is  loo k e d  u p o n  as 

u n la w fu l , p u b l ic  p e a c e  w ill b e  e n d a n g e re d  a s  lo n g  as  th e  peop le  

r e g a r d  h im  a s  a  u s u rp e r  a n d  q u e s t io n  th e  la w fu ln e ss o f h is  a u 

th o r i t y .

4 )  I n  the case o f the ty ra n t by oppression, we should be 

gu ided by the fo llow ing  pr inc ip les:

a) W h e n  t h e  t y r a n n y  is n o t  ex cess iv e , i t  is  m o re  a d v an ta 

g e o u s  to  to le r a te  t h e  t y r a n t  fo r  a  t im e  th a n  to  o p po se  h im  an d  

th e r e b y  b e co m e  v ic t im iz e d  b y  e v ils  w o rse  t h a n  h is  ty ra n n o u s  

ru le .

P u b l i c  s e c u r i ty  o r  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d , in d e e d , re q u ires  th a t

(1 ) C a j e t a n u s, in  I I - I I ,  q . 6 4 , a . 3.
(2 ) I n  I I  S en t., d .  4 4 ,  q . 2 , a . 2 , a d  5.
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we su ffe r sm a l l  e v ils , in  o rd e r  t h a t  g r e a te r  o n e s  ma y  b e  a v o id e d

« •

b) I n  th e  c a se  o f t y r a n n y  w h ic h  is  in to le ra b le ,  th e r e a re  

fo u r p o ss ib le  re m e d ie s :

F irst, i f  th e r e  e x is ts  a  su p e r io r  a u th o r i t y  in  w h o m  is  v es te d  

the  r ig h t  o f p ro v id in g  f o r  th e  g o v e rn m e n t o f t h e  p eo p le , a p p e a l 

m ay  b e  m a d e  to  h im  fo r  re d re ss  a g a in s t  t h e  t y r a n n y .

Secondly, i f  t h e  p e o p le  h a v e  th e  r i g h t  o f m a k in g  p ro v is io n  

for th e ir  o w n  g o v e rn m e n t,  th e y  m a y  e i th e r  d e p o se  the  t y r a n t ,  

or l im i t  h is  p o w e r , i f  h e  is  g u i l ty  o f a b u se  in  i t s ex e rc ise .

T h ird ly , if  th e  ru le r  is n o t  d e te r m in e d  b y  th e  v o te  o f th e  

people, n o r  b y  a  h ig h e r  a u th o r i t y ,  a n d  if  t y r a n n y  is e v id e n t  

and e x ce ss iv e , th e  p e o p le  v e ry  p r o b a b ly  h a v e , because o f the 

common good, th e  r ig h t  o f d e p o s in g  t h e  t y r a n t :  fo r  th e  s a f e ty  

of th e  c o u n t r y  a s  a  w h o le  is  th e  s u p re m e  law .

Fourth ly, if  n o  h u m a n  h e lp  c a n  b e  f o u n d  to  r e s t r a in  th e  

ty ra n t, re c o u rs e  m u s t  b e  h a d  to  A lm ig h ty  G o d , th e  Kin g  o f 

K ings, W h o  e v e r  c o m es  a t  th e  o p p o r tu n e  m o m e n t  to  the  a id  

of th o se  w h o  a re  su f fe r in g  t r i b u la t i o n ,  a n d  W h o , m ore o v e r , is  

able to  c h a n g e  th e  c r u e l ty  o f t h e  t y r a n t ’s h e a r t  into  c le m e n c y .

B u t,  in  o r d e r  to  o b ta in  th is  d iv in e  fa v o r ,  th e  p e o ple  m u s t  

give u p  th e  s in fu ln e ss  o f t h e i r  l iv e s , b e c a u s e  i t  is in  p u n is h m e n t  

of sin  t h a t  A lm ig h ty  G o d  p e rm its  th e  ru le  o f th e  p eo p le  to  p a ss  

into im p io u s  h a n d s  (1 2).

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. E x p la in  h o w  th e re  is  a  tw o fold  q u est io n  in  regard  to  th e  su b je c t  o f 
civi l a u th o r ity .

2 . S ta te  th e  tea c h ing  o f R ou ssea u  a n d  th e  Si l l on is ts  o n  th e  su b je c t  of 
civi l a u th o r it y .

3. G iv e  S t.  T hom as ’ d e f in it io n  o f  p o l i t y .

4 . De f in e : fo rm  o f g o ver n m e n t , r ig h t  o f  su ffra g e.

5 . E x p la in  w h y  th e  r ig h t  o f  su ffra g e  is a  n a tura l  r igh t .

(1) D e R eg. P r in c ., 1. I ,  c. 6 .
(2 ) I b id .



B O O K  I I

T h e  r esto ra tion  o f  so c ie ty

P r o lo g u e .—  T h e r e  is n o  o n e  w h o  d o e s  n o t  see  t h a t  g r e a t  

d is o r d e r  o b ta in s  in  c iv i l  so c ie ty  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e . H e n c e  w e 

m a y  s p e a k  o f t h e  r e s to r a t i o n  o f s o c ie ty  t h a t  m u s t  be  a c h ie v e d  

a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  d o c t r in e  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  a n d  t h e  p r in c ip le s  o f 

s o u n d  p h i lo s o p h y . I n  o rd e r  t h a t  th i s  r e s to r a t i o n  b e a c c o m 

p l i s h e d , th e  r e f o r m a t io n  o f m o ra ls  a b o v e  a l l  e lse  is  n e c e s sa ry . 

B u t  th e  C h u r c h  p ro p o s e s  a  m e a n s  a d m i r a b ly  s u i te d  f or  th is  

r e f o r m a t io n  o f s o c ie ty  w h ic h  f a c i l i ta te s  th e  e x e rc ise  o f  ju s t ic e  

a n d  a lso  th e  r e f o r m a t io n  o f m o ra ls . T h is  m e a n s  is  th e  p ro f e s s 

io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n .  I n  o u r  d is c u ss io n  o f  t h e  r e s to r at i o n  o f so c i

e ty ,  w e  s h a l l  e x a m in e  th e  c h ie f  e r ro r s  in  r e g a r d  to s o c ie ty . 

H e n c e  th e r e  w ill b e  tw o  c h a p te r s  in  th is  b o o k .

C h a p te r  I . P ro fe ss io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n s .

C h a p te r  I I . E r r o r s  in  r e g a rd  to  s o c ie ty .



C H A P T E R  I

P R O F E S S IO N A L  A S S O C IA T IO N S

P r o l o g u e .—  F i r s t ,  w e  s h a l l  d e a l  w i th  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h e  

p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n ;  se c o n d ly , w i th  i t s  la w fu ln e s s ; t h i r d l y ,  

w i th  t h e  c o m p le te  p r o fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n ,  w h ic h  is t h e  c o r 

p o r a t i o n .  W h e n  w e  h a v e  c o m p le te d  o u r  s t u d y  o f  th e s e to p ic s , 

w e  s h a l l  d is c u s s  s a la r y  a n d  c a p i ta l i s m . H e n c e  th e r e w ill b e  

f iv e  a r t ic le s  in  th is  c h a p te r .

E n d s  o f  p ro fess io na l 
asso c ia t io n s

S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  q u e st io n 
O p in io n s
T h e s is :  T h e  p ro x im a te  en d  o f  th e  p ro fess ion a l  

asso c ia t io n  is  th e  co m m o n  g o o d  o f 
th e  p ro fe ss io n  a n d  i t s  m em b e rs; 
a n d  i t s  re m o te  en d  is th e  co m m o n 
g o o d  o f c iv il  so c ie ty

L aw fu ln ess o f  p ro fess io na l 
a s so c ia t io n s

S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  q u e st io n 
O p in io n s
T h es is :  T h e  p ro fess ion a l asso c ia t io n  is in 

c o n fo r m it y  w it h  th e  n a tura l law

C om p le te  p ro f ess io na l  
ass o c ia t io n s

N o t io n  o f  co r p o ra t ism  
C o r p o r a te  a sso c ia t io n s
Po l i t ic a l  co rp o r a t ism  a n d  so c ia l co rp o ra t i sm  
S ta te  co r p o r a t ism  a n d  co r p o r a t ism  o f  a ss o 

c ia t io n
Sy n d ic a tes  w ith in  co rp o r a te  a sso c ia t io n s 
T e a c h in g  o f  t h e  C h u rch  o n  sy n d ic a te s

S a la r y  o r  w a g es

S ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n 
T h e s is :  S a la r y  in  i t s e l f  is  la w fu l;  a n d  th e 

a b s o lu te  fa m ily  w a g e  is d u e  in  s t r ic t 
j u s t ic e  to  w o rk m en 

T h e  a b so lu te  fa m i ly  w a g e  is  d u e  in  c o m m u ta 
t iv e  j u s t ic e 

D if f ic u l t ie s  
S c h o lia
C o l le c t iv e  la b o r  c o n t r a c ts
S tr ik e s
S ch o l ia
C o n t r a c ts  o f  p a r tn e rsh ip
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C a p i t a l i s m

S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u est io n  
O p in io n s
C a p ita l i sm  in  i t s el f  is  n o t  in t r in s ic a l ly  ev i l;  

b u t  t o d a y  i t  is b e s e t  w ith  m a ny  ev ils ,  w h ich 
o n ly  g rea t p ru d e n c e  a n d  d isc r e t io n  can 
re m o v e



A R T I C L E  I

E N D S  O F  P R O F E S S I O N A L  A S S O C IA T IO N S

1123. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u es t io n .—  1° T h e  p ro f e s 

s io n a l  a ss o c ia t io n , a c c o rd in g  to  i t s  n o m in a l  d e f in it io n , is  a  u n io n  

o f p e rs o n s  w h o  p r a c t i c e  th e  s a m e  p ro fe ss io n .

A  p ro f e ss io n  is  d e f in e d ; o  perm ane n t k in d  o f em p loym en t 

chosen by a  person fo r  the su p p o rt o f  h im se lf  and  his  fa m i ly ,  and 

at the sam e tim e conducive to the com m on good o f civ il society.

A  p ro f e ss io n  is  a  p erm a n en t k in d  o f  w o rk , f o r  a  m a n  w h o  is 

o n ly  te m p o r a r i l y  e n g a g e d  in  a n  e m p lo y m e n t  d o e s  n o t  p r a c t i c e  

a  p ro fe ss io n .

T h e  e n d  o f a  p ro f e ss io n  is  n o t  m e re ly  th e  p r i v a te  go o d  o f 

t h e  in d iv id u a l ,  b u t  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  a s  w e ll, fo r  the r e  m u s t  

n e e d s  b e  a  d iv is io n  o f  la b o r  b y  w h ic h  a  m a n  h e lp s  his  n e ig h b o r ,  

e a c h  m a k in g  h is  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  t h e  c o m m o n w e a l;  v .g.,  o n e  

m u s t  b e  a  f a r m e r ,  a n o th e r  a  d o c to r ,  a n o th e r  a  c o o k , e tc . T h e r e 

fo re  p ro fe ss io n s  h a v e  t h e i r  o r ig in  in  n a tu r e ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  e a c h  

o n e  is  f r e e  to  c h o o se  h is  o w n  p a r t i c u l a r  p ro fe ss io n.

2 °  T h e  p ro fe ss io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n  is  d e f in e d  : an  organ ic 

u n io n  o f persons o f the sam e p ro fession  fo r  the p u rsu it  o f  their 

com m on in terests, and fo r  better w ork  on beha lf o f  the com m on 

good o f  c iv il society as a whole; v .g .,  a  c o l le g e  o f  d o c to rs ,  o f la w 

y e rs , a n  a s s o c ia t io n , i .e .,  a  s y n d ic a te ,  o f  w o rk m e n, e m p lo y e rs ,  

e tc .

3 °  T h e  p r o fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n  m a y  b e  in c o m p le te ,  i .e .,  

synd ic a l, o r  c o m p le te , i .e .,  corporate.

A n  in c o m p le te  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n  is  o n e  w h ic h u n i te s  

o n ly  a  p a r t  o f th o s e  e n g a g e d  in  t h e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  a f in ish e d  

c o m m o d i ty ,  o r  in  t h e  s u p p ly in g  o f  a  c o m p le te  se rv ice ;  v .g . ,  

la b o r  u n io n s ,  in  w h ic h  o n ly  w o rk m e n  a r e  u n i te d ;  a sso c ia t io n s  o f 

e m p lo y e rs .
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A  c o m p le te  o r  c o r p o r a te  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t i o n  is o n e  

w h ic h  u n i te s  a l l  e n g a g e d  in  a n y  w a y  in  t h e  p r o d u c t io n  o f a  

f in ish e d  c o m m o d i ty ,  o r  in  t h e  s u p p ly in g  o f  a  c o m p lete  se rv ic e , 

i .e .,  e m p lo y e rs , m a n a g e rs ,  w o rk m e n , e tc .

4 °  A  d is t in c t io n  m u s t  b e  m a d e  b e tw e e n  t h e  p r o x im a te e n d  

a n d  th e  r e m o te  e n d  o f  a  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n .

T h e  p r o x im a te  e n d  is  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f b o th  th e  a ss o 

c ia t io n  a n d  i t s  m e m b e rs .

T h e  r e m o te  e n d  is t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty .

I n  b o t h  c a s e s , t h e  a s s o c ia t io n  m u s t  p r o te c t ,  i ,  e ., d e fe n d , 

t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  a g a in s t  t r a n s g r e s s o r s ,  a n d  a lso  p r om o te  i t  in  

a  p o s i t iv e  m a n n e r .

1124. O p in ion s .—- 1 °  R e v o lu t io n a r y  so c ia l is m  h o ld s  t h a t  

t h e  e n d  o f  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n s  is  r e v o lu t io n . A sso c ia t io n s  

o f  w o rk m e n , a c c o rd in g  t o  th is  o p in io n , a r e  i n s t r u m en ts  o f c la ss  

w a r f a re ,  a n d  in te n d e d  t o  p a r a ly z e  e m p lo y e rs  a n d  c a pi ta l i s ts .

2 °  I n d iv id u a l i s m  te a c h e s  t h a t  th e  e n d  o f  t h e  p ro fe ss io n a l  

a s s o c ia t io n  is  m e re ly  t h e  g o o d  o f  i t s  m e m b e rs .

3 °  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  C a th o l ic  o p in io n ,  t h e  e n d  o f  t he  p r o 

fe ss io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n  is  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f t h e  p rof e ss io n  

a n d  i t s  m e m b e rs , a n d  a lso  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty . H e n c e , in  th is  

o p in io n ,  p ro fe ss io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n s  a r e  d e s ig n e d  fo r t h e  e s ta b l i s h 

m e n t  o f  p e a c e  a n d  o r d e r  in  so c ie ty .

1125. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E SIS .— T h e  P R O X I M A T E  E N D  O F  T H E  P R O F E S 

S I O N A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  I S  T H E  C O M M O N  

G O O D  O F  T H E  P R O F E S S I O N  A N D  I T S

m e m b e r s; a n d  i t s  r e m o t e  e n d  i s

T H E  C O M M O N  G O O D  O F  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y .

F irst  p a r t . —  The p rox im a te  end o f the p ro fessiona l asso

c ia tion  is  the com m on good o f the p ro fession  and  i ts  m em bers.—  

T h e  p r o x im a te  e n d  o f e v e r y  s o c ie ty  is  th e  c o m m o n  g oo d  o f  th o s e
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w h o  a r e  u n i te d  in  i t .  B u t  t h e  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia tio n  is  a  

s o c ie ty :  f o r  i t  is  a  s o c ie ty  o f  p e rs o n s  o f  t h e  sa m e p ro fe ss io n . 

T h e re fo re  t h e  p r o x im a te  e n d  o f  t h e  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s so c ia t io n  is 

th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f  t h e  p ro fe ss io n  a n d  i t s  m e m b e rs  0) .

S eco n d  par t. —  The rem ote end  o f  the p ro fessiona l asso

c ia tion  is  the com m on  good o f c iv il socie ty .—  T h e  r e m o te  e n d  o f  a  

p a r t  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty  a s  a  

w h o le . B u t  t h e  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n  is  a  p a r t  of  c iv i l  s o c ie ty . 

T h e re fo re  t h e  r e m o te  e n d  o f t h e  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n  is th e  

c o m m o n  g o o d  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty  (1 2).

M a jo r .—  C iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  a  w h o le  w h ic h  is  n o t  a n  a b s o lu te 

u n i t ,  i .e .,  w h ic h  h a s  n o t  a b s o lu te  u n i t y ,  b u t  w h ic h h a s  u n i t y  o f 

o rd e r . H e n c e  e a c h  o f  i t s  p a r t s  h a s  i t s  o w n  p r o p e r  op e r a t io n ,  

a n d  th e r e f o r e  i t s  o w n  p r o p e r  p r o x im a te  e n d ;  a n d  th is  e n d  h a s  

t h e  g o o d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  a s  i t s  r e m o te  e n d :  th e  p ar t  is  f o r  th e  

w h o le .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. D e f in e : p ro fess io n, p r o fess io n al  a s so c ia t io n,  c o m p le te  p ro fess io n al  
asso c ia t io n,  a n d  in com p le te  pro f ess io na l  as s o c ia t io n .

2 . W h a t is  th e  te a c h in g  o f  S o c ial i sm  o n  th e  en d  o f  p ro fess ion a l asso c ia 
t io n s  ?

3 . S ta te  th e  p ro x im a te  en d  o f th e  p ro fess ion a l ass o c ia t io n, a n d  ex pla in  
w h y  i t s  re m o te  en d  is t h e  co m m o n  g o o d  o f  c iv il  s o c ie ty  a s a w ho le.

(1 ) S p e a kin g  su m m a r i ly , w e  m a y  la y  i t  d ow n  as a  g en era l a n d  p e r p e tu a l 
la w  th a t  W o r k m en ’ s A sso c ia t io n s  sh o uld  b e  so  o rg a n ized  a n d  g o v er n e d  a s 
t o  fu rn ish  th e  b e s t  an d  m o s t  s u it a ble  m ea ns fo r  a t ta in in g  w h a t  is a im ed  a t, 
t h a t  is to  s ay ,  fo r  h e lp in g  ea ch  in d iv id u a l m em b er  to  b e t ter  h is c o n d it io n  to 
th e  u tm o s t,  in  b ody , m in d , a n d  p r o p e r ty .—  R e ru m  N o va ru m .

(2 ) O rder, a s th e  A n g e lic  D o c to r  w ell d e f in e s, is un i t y  a r is in g  fro m  th e  
a p t  a r r a n g e m en t o f a p lu r a li ty  o f  o b je c ts ;  h en c e , tru e  a n d  g en u in e  so c ia l o rd er 
d em a n d s v a r io u s m em b ers o f  s o c ie ty ,  jo in e d  to g e th e r b y  a  co m m o n  b o n d . 
S u c h  a b o n d  o f  u n io n  is  p ro v id ed  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d  b y th e  co m m o n  e ffo r t  o f 
e m p lo y e r s  a n d  e m p lo y e e s o f o n e  a n d  th e  sa m e g ro u p  jo in in g  fo rces to  p ro d u c e 
g o o d s  or g iv e  se rv ic e ;  o n  t h e  o th e r  h a n d , b y  t h e  com m o n  g o o d  w h ic h  a ll 
g ro u p s sh o u ld  u n ite  to  p ro m o te , ea ch  in  i t s  o w n  sp here , w ith  fr ie n d ly  h a rm o n y .  
N o w  th is  u n io n  w il l b ec o m e p o w er fu l a n d  e ff ica c io u s in  p r o p o r t io n  to  th e  
f id e li t y  w ith  w h ich  th e  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  th e  g ro u p s s t r iv e  to  d isch a rg e  th e ir 
p ro fess io n a l d u t ie s  a n d  to  ex ce l in  th e m .

F ro m  th is  i t  is e a s y  to  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  in  th e s e  a ss oc ia t io n s th e  co m m o n 
in te r e s t  o f  th e  w h o le  g ro u p  m u s t  p re d o m in a te :  a n d  am o n g  th e s e  in te r e s ts 
t h e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  is th e  d ir e c t in g  o f  th e  a c t iv i t ie s  o f th e  g ro u p  to  th e  c o m m o n 
g o o d .—  Q u a d ra g es im o  A n n o .
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1126. S ta te m e n t  of th e  q u es t io n .—  I 15 H a v in g  d e a l t  

w i th  th e  q u e s t io n s  o f t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  e n d s  o f t h e  p ro fe s s io n a l  

a s s o c ia t io n , w e  t u r n  n o w  to  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  i t s  la wfu ln e ss .

2 °  A  th in g  is  la w fu l , a s  t h e  v e r y  t e r m  s u g g e s ts , w hic h  is 

in  c o n fo rm i ty  w i th  la w . L a w  is  e i th e r  n a t u r a l  o r  p os i t iv e .

T h e  p ro fe ss io n a l  a ss o c ia t io n  is la w fu l  in  a s  m u c h  as  i t  is in  

c o n fo rm i ty  w i th  t h e  n a tu r a l  la w .

3 °  A  th in g  is  in  c o n fo rm i ty  w i th  th e  n a t u r a l  la w  e ith e r  

b e c a u se  i t  is  f r o m  n a tu r e ,  i .e .,  is  im p o se d  b y  n a tur e ,  o r  b e c a u s e  

i t  is in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  n a tu r e .

A  th in g  is  im p o s e d  b y  n a tu r e ,  in  th e  c a se  o f m a n ,  wh e n  m a n  

c a n n o t  a t t a i n  h is  n a t u r a l  e n d s  w i th o u t  i t .  A  t h in g  is  in  a c c o rd 

a n c e  w i th  n a tu r e  w h e n  i t  is  m o s t  a d v a n ta g e o u s  t o  m an  fo r  th e  

a t t a i n m e n t  o f  h is  n a tu r a l  e n d s .

P r o fe ss io n a l  a ss o c ia t io n s  a re  sa id  to  b e  la w fu l  n o t in  a s  

m u c h  a s  th e y  a r e  im p o se d  b y  n a tu r e ,  b u t  in  a s  m u c h  a s  th e y  a r e  

in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  n a t u r e  (x) .

1127. O p in io n s .—  1° L ib e r a l  in d iv id u a l is m  h o ld s  t h a t  

p ro fe ss io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n s  a r e  u n la w fu l ,  b e c a u s e  th ey  a r e  o p p o s e d  

to  in d iv id u a l  l i b e r ty .  I n  th e  d a y s  o f t h e  F r e n c h  R ev o lu t io n ,  

th is  fa lse  o p in io n  le d  to  t h e  d is s o lu t io n  o f t h e  c or p o r a t io n s ,  i .e .,  

o f  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n s ,  o f  t h a t  d a y . 1

(1 ) F o r  as n a tu r e  in d u ce s th o se  w ho  d w el l  in  c l ose  p r o x im ity  t o  u n it e 
in t o  m un ic ip a li t ie s, so  th o s e  w ho  p ra c t ic e  th e  sa m e t ra d e  or p ro fess io n , e c o n o m 
ic  or o th e rw ise , c o m b in e  in to  p ro fess io n a l g ro u p s. T h e s e  g ro u p s, in  a  t ru e 
se n se  a u to n o m o u s, a re co n s id e red  b y  m a n  to  b e , if  no t  e s s e n t ia l  t o  c i v i l  s o c ie t y , 
a t  le a s t  i t s  n a tu r a l a n d  sp o n ta n e o u s  d e v e lo p m e n t .—  Q u sa d ra g e sim o  A n n o .
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2 °  T h e  C a th o l i c  C h u r c h  te a c h e s  t h a t  p ro fe s s io n a l  a ss o 

c ia t io n s  a re  la w fu l , a n d ,  f r o m  th e  p o in t  o f v ie w  o f th e  n a tu r a l  

o rd e r , m o s t  u se fu l.  M o re o v e r ,  t h e  H o ly  F a t h e r  te a c he s  t h a t ,  

in  c o n d i t io n s  s u c h  a s  o b ta in  in  t h e  w o r ld  t o d a y ,  the  s e t t in g  u p  

o f  p r o fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n s  is  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  re s to r a t i o n  o f 

p e a c e  a n d  o r d e r  in  so c ie ty  (x).

1128. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th es is .

T H E S IS .— T h e  P R O F E S S I O N A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  I S  I N  

C O N F O R M I T Y  W I T H  T H E  N A T U R A L  L A W .

1 ° E v e r y  s o c ie ty  w h o se  e n d  is  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f a  la w fu l  

g o o d  is  in  c o n f o r m i ty  w i th  th e  n a t u r a l  la w . B u t  th e p ro fe s 

s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n  is a  s o c ie ty  w h o se  e n d  is t h e  a tt a i n m e n t  o f  a  

la w fu l  g o o d . T h e re fo re  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n is  in  c o n 

f o r m i t y  w i th  th e  n a tu r a l  la w .

T h e  m ajo r is e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  f a c t  t h a t  m a n  is  a  so c ia l  a n i 

m a l,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  is n a t u r a l  y  in c l in e d  to  s e t  u p  so c ie t ie s  fo r  

th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  (1 2).

T h e  m in o r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  w h a t  w e s a id  o n  th e  e n d s  o f  p ro 

fe ss io n a l  a sso c ia t io n s .

2 ° A n y  a s s o c ia t io n  w h ic h  is s u i te d  fo r  th e  p u r s u i t o f  a n  e n d  

o f  n a tu r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  is  in  c o n f o r m i t y  w i th  t h e  n at u r a l  la w . 

B u t  t h e  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n  is  s u i te d  f o r  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  a n

(1) T o  th is  g r a v e  d isord e r  w h ich  is le a d ing  s o c ie ty  to  ru in  a  r e m edy  
m u s t  e v id e n tl y  be  a p p lied  a s s p e e d il y  a s p o ss ible . B u t  th ere  c a n n o t  b e 
q u es t io n  o f  a ny  per f e c t  cure , e x c e p t  this  o p p o s it io n  b e  d o n e  a w ay  w it h ,  a n d 
w ell-o rd e red  m emb ers o f  th e  so c ial  b o d y  come  in to  be ing  a n ew , v o c a tio n a l 
g ro u p s n a m el y ,  b in d in g  m en  to ge th er  n o t  a c co rd in g  t o  th e  pos it io n  t h ey  
o ccu p y  in  th e  la bo r  m a r k e t, b u t  a c c o r din g  t o  th e  d iver se  fu n c t io n s  w h ich 
t h e y  e x er c ise  in  so c ie ty .—- Q u a d ra g es im o  A n n o ,

(2) T h e  ex per ie n c e  o f  h is  o w n  w ea k n e ss  u rg es  m a n  t o  ca ll in  h e lp  from
w it h o u t . W e  rea d  in  th e  p ag es o f  H o ly  W r it :  « I t  is b e t te r  t h a t  tw o  shou ld
b e  to ge th er  t h a n  o n e ; fo r  t h e y  h a v e  th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th eir  s o c ie ty . I f  o n e  
f a l l ,  h e  sha ll  b e  su p p o r te d  by  th e  o th er .  W o e to  h im  th a t  is a lo ne , fo r  w h en 
h e  fa l le th , h e  h a th  n o n e  to  li f t  h im  up  » (E co les. I V ,  9 -1 0 ) . A nd  fu r th e r :  
(( A  b ro th e r  t h a t  is  he lp ed  by  h is  b ro th e r  is  l ik e  a  s tr o n g  c i ty  » (P r o v .  X V I I I , 
1 9 ) . I t  is t h is  n a tu ra l  im p u ls e  w h ich  u n it e s  m en  in  c iv il  s o c ie ty ;  a n d  i t  is 
th is  a lso  w h ic h  m a k es  th e m  b a n d  th e m s e lv e s  to g e th e r in  a sso c ia t io n s  o f  c i t ize n 
w ith  c i t iz e n ;  a s so c ia t io n s  w h ich , i t  is t ru e , c a n n ot  b e  c a l le d  so c ie t ie s  in  th e 
c o m p le te  s e n se  o f  th e  w ord , b u t  w h ich  a r e  s o c ie t ie s n e v e r th e le ss .—  R e ru m  
N o v a ru m .

1 5
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e n d  i n s t i t u t e d  b y  n a tu r e .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  p ro f e s s io n al  a s s o c ia 

t i o n  is  in  c o n f o r m i t y  w i th  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w .

M a jo r .—  I f  a n  e n d  is  n a t u r a l ,  a n y th i n g  w h ic h  is  s u i te d  fo r  

i t s  a t t a i n m e n t  is  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  t h e  n a t u r a l  law .

M in o r .—  T h e  e n d  o f  t h e  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n  is  t h e  

c o m m o n  g o o d  o f t h e  p ro fe ss io n  a n d  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty ; a n d  t h i s  

g o o d  is  o f  n a t u r e ’s i n s t i t u t i o n .  F o r  t h e  p ro f e s s io na l  a ss o c ia 

t i o n ,  o f  i t s  v e r y  n a tu r e ,  h a s  a s  i t s  e n d  t h e  p u r s u it  o f  t h i s  c o m 

m o n  g o o d  in  a  s u i ta b le  m a n n e r ,  i .e .,  in  a  m a n n e r  in c o n f o r m i t y  

w i th  n a tu r e .

1129. Coro lla ry .—  S in c e  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n s  a r e  in  

c o n f o r m i t y  w i th  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w , t h e  S ta te  n o t  o n ly s h o u ld  p e r 

m i t  t h a t  t h e y  b e  e s ta b l is h e d ,  b u t  s h o u ld  f o s te r  a n d p r o te c t  

t h e m  C ).

I f ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n y  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t i o n  o r  a n y  p ri v a te  

s o c ie ty  p u r s u e s  e n d s  o p p o s e d  t o  ju s t i c e ,  o r  to  t h e  w e l l -b e in g  

o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty , t h e  S ta te ,  in  s u c h  a  c a s e , h a s  t he  r i g h t  to  d is 

s o lv e  a n d  a b o l i s h  i t .  1

(1 ) T h is  is  t h e  p r im ar y  d u t y  o f  t h e  S ta te  a n d  o f  a ll  g o od  c i t ize ns :  t o  
a bo l ish  co n fl ic t  b e tw e e n  c la sses w ith  d iv e r g e n t  in te r e s ts,  a n d  th us  fo s te r  a n d 
p r o m o te  h a rm o ny  be tw e e n  t h e  v ar iou s ra n k s o f  s o c ie ty .  T h e  a im  o f  so c ial  
leg is la t io n  m u s t  th e re fo r e  b e  t h e  r e -e s ta bl is h m e n t  o f  v o c a t io n al  g rou p s.—  
Q u a d r a g e s i m o  A n n o .

S o c ie t ies  w h ich  a re  fo rm ed  in  t h e  b o s o m  o f  t h e  S ta te  a re  c al le d  p r i v a t e , 

a n d  j u s t l y  so , b e c a u se  th e ir  im m e d ia te  p u rp o se  is  t h e  p r iv a te  a d v a n ta g e  o f 
t h e  a s s o c ia te s .  « N o w , a  p r iv a te  s o c ie t y  », s a y s  S t.  T h o m a s , « . . .  is  o n e 
w h ic h  is  fo rm ed  fo r  t h e  p u r p o se  o f  ca r ry in g  o u t  p r iv a te  b u s in es s;  a s w h e n  tw o 
o r  th r e e  e n te r  in to  p a r tn e r sh ip  w ith  th e  v ie w  o f  t ra d in g  in  c o n ju n c t io n  » (C o n t r a  

i m p u g n a n t e s  D e i  c u l t u m  e t  r e l i g i o n e m .  C a p .  I l ) ,  P a r t ic u la r  so c ie t ie s ,  t h e n , 
a lth o u g h  t h e y  e x is t  w ith in  t h e  S ta te ,  a n d  a re  ea c h  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  S ta te ,  n e v e r 
th e le ss , c a n n o t  b e  p ro h ib ite d  b y  t h e  S ta te  a b s o lu tely  a n d  a s s u c h . F o r  to 
e n te r  in to  a  « s o c ie t y  » o f  th is  k in d  is  th e  n a tu r al r ig h t  o f  m a n ;  a n d  th e  S ta te 
m u s t  p r o te c t  n a tu ra l  r ig h ts ,  n o t  d e s t r o y  th e m ;  a n d  if  i t  fo rb id s i t s  c i t iz e n s  to  
fo rm  a sso c ia t io n s , i t  c o n t r a d ic ts  th e  v e r y  p r in c ip le  o f  i t s  o w n  e x is te n c e ;  fo r 
b o th  t h e y  a n d  i t  e x is t  in  v ir tu e  o f  th e  sa m e p r in c ip le , v i z . , t h e  n a tu r a l p ro 
p e n s i t y  o f  m a n  to  l iv e  in  s o c ie ty .—  R e r u m  N o v a r u m .



A R T I C L E  I I I

C O M P L E T E  P R O F E S S I O N A L  A S S O C I A T I O N S

1130. No t io n  o f c o rp o ra t ion .—  1° A  d is t in c t io n  m u s t  

b e  m a d e  b e tw e e n  c o r p o r a t i s m  in  t h e  b r o a d  se n s e  o f  th e  te r m ,  

a n d  c o r p o r a t i s m  in  i t s  r e s t r i c t e d  m e a n in g , i .e .,  a s s ig n i f y in g  p r o 

fe ss io n a l  c o rp o ra t is m .

2 °  C o r p o r a t i s m , in  i t s  w id e  m e a n in g , is  t h e  d o c t r ine  o f  

th o s e  w h o  c o n c e iv e  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  n o t  o n ly  a s  a  g ro up in g  o f  in d i 

v id u a ls , b u t  a b o v e  a l l  a s  a  u n io n  o f  g ro u p s  o r  a s s oc ia t io n s  o f  v a 

r io u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  so c ia l  b o d ie s ,  t h e  c h ie f  o f  w h ic h  a re  

fa m i l ie s ,  u n iv e r s i t ie s ,  re l ig io u s  in s t i t u t i o n s ,  a n d,  in  g e n e ra l ,  a l l  

t h e  p ro fe ss io n s .

C o rp o ra t is m , in  th i s  se n se , is  t h e  o p p o s i te  o f  in d iv id u a l is m  

a n d  s ta t i s m  ( S ta te  o m n ip o te n c e ) .

I t  is  o p p o se d  t o  in d iv id u a l ism , b e c a u s e  i t  c o n s id e rs  c iv i l  

s o c ie ty  n o t  a s  c o n s t i t u te d  so le ly  o f  in d iv id u a ls ,  bu t  a s  a  u n io n  

o f  in fe r io r  g ro u p s ,  e a c h  p u r s u in g  i t s  o w n  p a r t i c u l ar  e n d s  a s  

d i r e c te d  t o  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty  a s  a  wh o le .

I t  is  o p p o s e d  to  s ta tism , b e c a u s e  i t  g r a n ts  in fe r io r  g ro u p s  a  

c e r ta in  a u to n o m y  a n d  a lso  r i g h t s  o f  t h e i r  o w n  fo r  th e  p u r s u i t  o f 

t h e i r  s p e c ia l  e n d s ,  w h i le  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  i t  s a f e gu a rd s  th e  

p o w e r  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty  o v e r  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d .

C o rp o ra t is m , in  t h i s  se n se , is  d o c t r in a l l y  t r u e .

3 °  P ro fe ss io n a l  c o r p o r a t i s m  is  n o th in g  m o re  o r  le ss t h a n  

th e  a p p l i c a t io n  o f c o r p o r a t i s m  in  i t s  b r o a d  m e a n in g t o  t h e  p r o 

fe ss io n s . I t  is  t h e  d o c t r in e  o f  th o s e  w h o  r e c o m m e n d t h e  o r 

g a n iz a t io n  o f  t h e  p ro fe s s io n s  in to  c o m p le te  p r o f e s sio n a l  a ss o 

c ia t io n s ,  i .e .,  in to  c o r p o r a te  a s s o c ia t io n s  o r  c o r po r a t io n s .
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1131. Corpora t e asso c ia t io n s .—  T h e  c o r p o r a te  a ss o 

c ia t io n , i .e .,  t h e  c o m p le te  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t ion ,  is  d e f in e d : 

a pu b lic  assoc ia tion , in te rm ed ia ry  between p r iva te  en terpr ise  and 

the Sta te, charged w ith  the com m on good o f a p ro fession .

a) P u b l ic  assoc ia tion : t h e  c o r p o r a te  a s s o c ia t io n  is  n o t  a n  

o rg a n  o f  t h e  S ta te ,  a n d ,  u n d e r  th is  a s p e c t ,  is  a  p ri v a te  a s s o c ia 

t i o n ;  b u t  i t  h a s  ju r i d ic a l  a u t h o r i t y  to  m a k e  a n d  e nfo rc e  r e g u 

la t io n s  f o r  a  p ro fe ss io n , a n d ,  u n d e r  t h i s  a s p e c t ,  is  a  p u b l ic  

a sso c ia t io n .

b) In te rm ed ia ry  between p r iva te  enterpr ise and  the Sta te: th e  

c o r p o r a te  a ss o c ia t io n ,  t h o u g h  s u b o r d in a te  t o  t h e  S ta te ,  is d is 

t i n c t  f r o m  th e  S ta te ,  b e c a u s e  i t  p u rs u e s  p a r t i c u l a r e n d s ,  a n d  

th e r e f o r e  p e r fo rm s  f u n c t io n s  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  f u n ct io n s  o f th e  

S ta te .

O n  t h e  o th e r  h a n d ,  th e  c o r p o r a te  a s s o c ia t i o n  p e r m i ts  p r i 

v a te  e n te r p r is e  a r is in g  f r o m  p r i v a te  a c t i v i t y  a n d  pe rs o n a l  f r e e 

d o m . H e n c e  i t  is  i n te r m e d ia r y  b e tw e e n  t h e  S ta te  a n d p r i v a te  

e n te r p r is e .

c) Charged w ith  the com m on good o f a p ro fession , i .e . ,  w i th  

th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f th e  p ro f e ss io n  a n d  i t s  m e m b e rs .  I t  is  t h e  d u t y  

o f  t h e  c o r p o r a te  a s s o c ia t io n  to  r e g u la te  c o m p e t i t ion  b e tw e e n  

t h e  m e m b e rs  o f  a  p ro fe s s io n ; t o  d e a l  w i th  a n d  s e t t le  p ro b le m s  

p e r ta in in g  to  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  o r  d i s a d v a n ta g e s  o f  t he  m e m b e rs  

o f  a  p ro f e s s io n  w h ic h  r e q u i r e  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  p r o te c ti o n ;  a n d  a lso  

to  m a k e  s u re  t h a t  t h e  m e m b e rs  a r e  f a i th f u l  to  t h e  pr a c t i c e  o f 

t h e i r  p ro fe ss io n , a n d  g iv e  a  s u p e r io r  q u a l i t y  o f p ro fe s s io n a l  s e r 

v ic e , b y  s u p p ly in g  th e  socia l services w i th  w h ic h  th e  p ro fe ss io n  

is c h a r g e d .

1132. Po li t ic a l co rp o ra t i sm  a n d  so c ia l co rp o ra t ism .
—  P o li tic a l corpo ra tism is  q u i te  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  socia l corporatism .

P o l i t i c a l  c o r p o r a t i s m  is c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  o rg a n iza t io n  o f 

p o l i t i c a l  o r  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  a s  su c h .

P o l i t i c a l  c o r p o r a t is m  m a k e s  tw o  d e m a n d s :

a) t h e  le g a l  a n d  ju r i d ic a l  s t a t u s  o f c o r p o r a te  a s s o c ia t io n s ;
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b) p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f c o r p o r a te  a s s o c ia t io n s  in  t h e  a u th o r i t y  

o f  t h e  S ta te ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  i t s  le g is la t i v e  p o w e r, in  e i th e r  a  

d e l ib e r a t i v e  o r  a n  a d v is o r y  c a p a c i ty .

S o c ia l  c o r p o r a t is m  is n o t  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  

o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty  a s  su c h , a n d  h e n c e  d o e s  n o t  d e m a n d a  p a r t i c i p a 

t io n  o f  c o r p o r a te  a s s o c ia t io n s  in  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  S ta te .  

I t  d o e s  d e m a n d ,  h o w e v e r , s u c h  le g a l  a n d  ju r i d ic a l  st a t u s  a n d  

r e c o g n it io n  o f c o r p o r a te  a s s o c ia t io n s  a s  w ill e n a b le  th e m  to  

s e t t l e  a u th o r i t a t i v e l y  p ro b le m s  b e a r in g  u p o n  t h e  p ar t i c u l a r  

e n d s  o f a  p ro fe ss io n .

P o l i t i c a l  c o r p o r a t is m  is  a  s p e c ia l  f o r m  o f p o l i t i c al  g o v e r n 

m e n t .  T h e re fo re  th e  C h u r c h  is  e n t i r e l y  n e u t r a l  in  th e  m a t t e r  

o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o r p o r a t is m , ra is in g  i t s  v o ic e  n e i th e r in  c o n d e m n a 

t i o n  n o r  in  a p p r o v a l .  I t  s im p ly  re g a r d s  i t  a s  a  la wfu l  f o rm  o f 

g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  le a v e s  a ll  p e o p le s  f r e e  to  c h o o se  it ,  i f  t h e y  

w il l. B u t  s u c h  is  n o t  th e  C h u c h ’s a t t i t u d e  to w a r d s  so c ia l  

c o r p o r a t i s m :  i t  h ig h ly  r e c o m m e n d s  th is  k in d  o f c o r po r a t i s m  a s  

th e  c h ie f  r e m e d y  fo r  th e  so c ia l  i l ls  o f o u r  d a y .

1133. S ta te  co rp o ra t i sm  a n d  co rp o ra t ism  o f a sso 
c ia t io n .—  I n  S ta te  c o r p o r a t i s m , i t  is t h e  S t a t e  w h ic h  se ts  

u p  s y n d ic a te s  a n d  c o m p le te  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io ns .

I n  c o r p o r a t is m  o f a s s o c ia t io n ,  t h e  m e m b e rs  o f th e  pro fe s 

s io n  s e t  u p  s y n d ic a te s  a n d  c o m p le te  p ro fe ss io n a l  a ss o c ia t io n s .  

T h e  S ta te  h a s  o n ly  to  g iv e  r e c o g n i t io n  to  th e  o rg a ns  o f t h e  p r o 

fe ss io n  b y  g iv in g  th e m  le g a l  s t a t u s ,  b y  fo s te r in g  th e m ,  a n d  

b y  d i r e c t in g  a n d  c o n tr o l l in g  th e m  a c c o rd in g  to  e x ige n c ie s  o f  th e  

c o m m o n  g o o d  o f  s o c ie ty  a s  a  w h o le .

S ta te  c o r p o r a t is m  is  n o t  u n la w fu l .  M o re o v e r , i t  c a n b e  a  

n e c e s s i ty  in  c e r ta in  c i r c u m s ta n c e s . B u t  c o r p o r a t i s m o f a s s o 

c ia t io n  is  p r e fe ra b le ,  b e c a u s e  i t  g iv e s  g r e a te r  e n co u r a g e m e n t  

to  p r i v a te  a c t i v i t y  in  m a t te r s  p e r ta in in g  to  i t .

1134. S y n dic a tes w ith in  co rp ora te  a s s o c ia t io n s .—
T h e  c o r p o r a te  a ss o c ia t io n ,  i .e .,  t h e  c o m p le te  p ro fes s io n a l  a s s o 

c ia t io n ,  h a s  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  a l l  m a t t e r s  w h ic h  p e r tai n  t o  th e  

c o m m o n  g o o d  o f th e  p ro fe ss io n  a n d  i t s  m e m b e rs .
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B u t  th e  m e m b e rs  o f a  p ro f e ss io n  d i f fe r  f r o m  o n e  a n oth e r  

a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  d iv e r s i t y  o f t h e i r  f u n c t io n s ,  d u t ie s ,  a n d  a d 

v a n ta g e s ;  v .g . ,  e m p lo y e rs  a n d  e m p lo y e e s .

H e n c e  w e a r e  c o n f ro n te d  w i th  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  w h e th e r in 

c o m p le te  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n s ,  i .e .,  d i s t i n c t  s y n d ic a te s  o r  

u n io n s , a r e  p e rm is s ib le  w i th in  t h e  c o r p o r a te  a s s o c ia t io n ;  v .g ., 

s y n d ic a te s  o f e m p lo y e rs  a n d  s y n d ic a te s  o f e m p lo y e e s.

A c c o rd in g  t o  S ta te  c o r p o r a t is m , g e n e ra l l y  o n ly  o n e  s y n d i 

c a t e  s h o u ld  b e  p e r m i t te d  w i th in  t h e  c o r p o r a te  a ss o cia t io n , so  

t h a t  a l l  t h e  m e m b e rs  o f  a  p ro f e ss io n , e m p lo y e rs  a n d e m p lo y e e s , 

w o u ld  b e  u n i te d  in  o n e  a n d  th e  s a m e  s y n d ic a te .

A c c o rd in g  t o  c o r p o r a t is m  o f a s s o c ia t io n ,  d i s t i n c t  sy n d ic a te s  

m a y  b e  s e t  u p  w i th in  t h e  c o r p o r a te  a s s o c ia t io n ;  v .g. ,  s y n d ic a te s  

f o r  e m p lo y e rs , s y n d ic a te s  f o r  e m p lo y e e s , e tc . H e n c e w e  h a v e  

t h e  f o r m u la :  « f r e e  s y n d ic a te s  w i th in  o rg a n iz e d  p ro fess io n s.))

H e n c e , in  o rd e r  to  s e t  u p  a  c o r p o r a te  a s s o c ia t io n ,  t h e  m e m 

b e r s  o f  a  p ro f e ss io n  m a y  t a k e  t h e  fo l lo w in g  s te p s :

f i r s t , synd ica tes, i .e .,  in c o m p le te  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n s , 

a r e  o rg a n iz e d ;

secondly, a  corporate council is  s e t  u p . T h is  c o u n c i l  s h o u ld  

h a v e  p o w e r  to  s e t t le  a l l  m a t t e r s  p e r ta in in g  to  th e  p ro f e ss io n . 

M o re o v e r , e a c h  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  p ro fe ss io n  s h o u ld  h a v e e q u a l 

r e p r e s e n ta t i o n  in  t h e  c o u n c i l ,  i .e ., e a c h  b r a n c h  s ho u ld  h a v e  th e  

s a m e  n u m b e r  o f  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s ;  v .g .,  e m p lo y e e s  s h ou ld  h a v e  

e q u a l  r e p r e s e n ta t i o n  w i th  e m p lo y e rs  in  t h e  c o u n c il .

E a c h  p ro fe ss io n  s h o u ld  h a v e  th r e e  c la sse s  o f c o r p o ra te  

c o u n c i l s :  lo c a l  c o u n c i ls , re g io n a l  c o u n c i ls , a n d  n at io n a l  c o u n c i ls .

T h e  f in a l  s te p  in  c o r p o r a te  o r g a n iz a t io n  c o n s is ts  in  s e t t in g  

u p  a n  in tercorporate c o u n c i l ,  in to  w h ic h  a d m is s io n  s h o u ld  b e  

g iv e n  to  d e le g a te s  o f d i f f e r e n t p ro fe ss io n s , f o r  t he  p u rp o s e  o f 

s e t t l i n g  m a t te r s  p e r ta in in g  to  h a r m o n y  b e tw e e n  th e  p ro f e ss io n s  

a n d  t o  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f  s o c ie ty  a s  a  w h o le .

1135. T e a ch ing  o f th e  C h u rch  o n  sy n d ic a tes .—  I n  a

l e t t e r  d a te d  5 J u n e ,  192 9 , a n d  a d d re s s e d  to  H . E .  Ca r d in a l  

L i e n a r t ,  t h e  S a c re d  C o n g re g a t io n  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  s e t f o r t h  in  t h e
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fo l lo w in g  se v e n  p ro p o s i t io n s  th e  te a c h in g  o f  t h e  C hu r c h  o n  

s y n d ic a te s  :

I .  —  T h e  C h u r c h  re c o g n iz e s  a n d  a f f i rm s  th e  r i g h t  o f e m 

p lo y e rs  a n d  e m p lo y e e s  to  s e t  u p  s y n d ic a l  a s s o c ia t ion s ,  e i t h e r  

s e p a r a te  o r  m ix e d , a n d  see s  in  th e m  a n  e f fe c t iv e  m ea n s  f o r  t h e  

s o lu t io n  o f  t h e  so c ia l  q u e s t io n .

I I .  —  T h e  C h u r c h  d e e m s  th e  s e t t i n g  u p  o f  s u c h  s y n d ic a l  

a s s o c ia t io n s  a s  m o r a l ly  n e c e s s a ry  in  p r e s e n t  c o n d i tio n s  o f  t h e  

w o r ld .

I I I .  —  T h e  C h u r c h  u rg e s  t h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  s u c h  sy n d i 

c a l  a ss o c ia t io n s .

I V .  —  T h e  C h u r c h  d e s i re s  t h a t  s y n d ic a l  a ss o c ia t io n s b e  s e t  

u p  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  C h r is t ia n  f a i t h  an d  m o r a l i t y .

V .  —  T h e  C h u r c h  d e s i re s  t h a t  s y n d ic a l  a ss o c ia t io n s  b e  i n 

s t r u m e n ts  o f p e a c e  a n d  c o n c o rd , a n d ,  to  t h i s  e n d , re c o m m e n d s  

t h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  m ix e d  C o m m is s io n s  a s  a  m e a n s  of  u n io n  

b e tw e e n  th e m .

V I .  —  T h e  C h u rc h  d e s i re s  t h a t  s y n d ic a l  a s s o c ia t io n s s e t  u p  

b y  a n d  f o r  C a th o l i c s  b e  e s ta b l is h e d  a m o n g  C a th o l i c s, w i th  r e 

g a rd , h o w e v e r , fo r  p r a c t i c a l  e x ig e n c ie s  w h ic h  m a y  ne c e s s i ta te  a  

d i f f e r e n t c o u rse .

V I I .  —  T h e  C h u r c h  re c o m m e n d s  t h e  u n io n  o f a l l  C a th ol ic s  

fo r  a  c o m m o n  w o rk  in  t h e  b o n d s  o f  C h r is t ia n  c h a r i t y.

T h is  d o c t r in e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  re c e iv e d  i t s  c o m p le t io n in  t h e  

e n c y c l ic a l  l e t t e r  Q uadragesim o A n n o (1 5  M a y ,  1 9 3 1 ), in  w h ic h  

P o p e  P iu s  X I  p o in ts  o u t  t h a t  s y n d ic a te s  s h o u ld  b e  ma d e  i n te 

g r a n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o m p le te  p ro fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t ion  o r  c o rp o 

r a t e  o rg a n iz a t io n .

P O I N T S  F O E  R E V IE W

1. D e f in e :  co rp o ra t ism  in  t h e  w id e  se n se,  co r p o r a te  asso c ia t io n,  p ol i t ic a l  
co r p o ra t i sm , so c ial  co rp o ra t i sm , s t a t e  c o r p o r a t ism, a n d  co rp o rat i sm  o f  a sso 
c ia t io n .

2 . I s  i t  p e rm issib le  to  s e t  u p  d is t in c t  sy n d ic a tes  w ith in  a  co r p o r a te 
a s s o c ia t io n  ? E x pla in .
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S A L A R Y  O R  W A G E S

1136. s t a t e m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° S a la r y  in  g e n e 

r a l  is  d e f in e d :  the rew ard owed, in  v ir tue  o f a b ila tera l contract, 

to the em ployee by the em ployer fo r  services rendered.

S a la ry , t h e n ,  p re s u p p o se s  a n  o n e ro u s  b i l a te r a l  c o n tr a c t ,  

i .e .,  a  la b o r  c o n t r a c t ,  b y  w h ic h  th e  w o rk m a n  g iv e s  u p  h is  r ig h ts  

to  h is  l a b o r  a n d  i t s  f r u i t s ,  a n d  a c q u i r e s  t h e  r i g h t to  a  r e w a r d  

w h ic h  t h e  e m p lo y e r  m u s t  m a k e  g o o d , in  o rd e r  t h a t  h e m a y  

a c q u i r e  a  r i g h t  to  th e  w o r k m a n ’s la b o r .

2 °  S a la r y  is  d iv id e d  in to  in d iv id u a l o r  persona l s a la r y  a n d  

fa m i ly s a la r y .

T h e  personal s a la r y  is a  w a g e  su f f ic ie n t f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  of 

t h e  w a g e -e a rn e r  h im se lf .

T h e  f a m i ly  s a la r y  is  a  w a g e  su f f ic ie n t f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f th e 

w a g e -e a rn e r  a n d  h is  fa m i ly .

F a m i ly  s a la r y  is  d iv id e d  in to  relative f a m i ly  s a la r y  a n d  

absolute f a m i ly  sa la ry .

T h e  relative fa m i ly  s a la r y  is a  w a g e  w h ic h  m u s t  b e  in c re a s e d  

in  p ro p o r t io n  to  t h e  n u m b e r  o f c h i ld re n  a n d  n e e d s  of  t h e  fa m i ly .

T h e  absolute f a m i ly  s a la r y  is  a  w a g e  d e te r m in e d  b y  ta k in g  

in to  a c c o u n t  t h e  o r d in a r y  a n d  c o m m o n  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of th e  

fa m i ly , w i th o u t  m a k in g  i t  s u b je c t  to  t h e  d i f f e re n c es  in  n u m b e r  

o f c h i ld re n ,  h e a l th ,  a n d  sp e c ia l  n e e d s  of a n y  p a r t ic u l a r  fa m i ly .

3 °  S o c ia l is ts  h o ld  t h a t  th e  la b o r  c o n t r a c t  a n d  c o n se 

q u e n t l y  s a la r y  o r  w a g e s  a re  u n la w fu l :  t h e  s a la r y  s ys te m  is  a  

f o rm  o f th 'e v e r y ,  a n d  t h e  w o rk in g m a n  h a s  a  r i g h t  to th e  fu l l  

f r u i t s  o f h is  la b o r .
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T h e  L ib e ra l  s c h o o l  te a c h e s  t h a t  a  s a la r y  a g re e d  u p on  b e 

tw e e n  e m p lo y e r  a n d  e m p lo y e e  is  a  j u s t  s a la r y .

T h e  C a th o l i c  d o c t r in e ,  a s  p r e s e n te d  b y  P o p e  L e o  X I II  

in  h is  m e m o ra b le  e n c y c l ic a l  l e t t e r  R e ru m  N o va ru m, a f f i rm s , 

a g a in s t  L ib e ra ls , t h a t  s a la r y ,  f r o m  n a t u r a l  ju s t i c e,  i .e .,  ju s t ic e  

w h ic h  a n te c e d e s  a l l  f re e  b a r g a in in g  b e tw e e n  e m p lo y er  a n d  w a g e -  

e a r n e r ,  o u g h t  to  b e  su f f ic ie n t t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  w a g e -e a rn e r  in  

r e a s o n a b le  a n d  f r u g a l  c o m fo r t .  T h e  w a g e -e a rn e r  is  ord in a r i l y  

a  m a r r ie d  m a n , i .e .,  t h e  h e a d  o f a  f a m i ly ;  a n d , in  e v e r y  c a se , 

t h e  s a la r y  s h o u ld  b e  th e  a b s o lu te  f a m i ly  s a la r y .

P o p e  P iu s  X I ,  e sp e c ia l l y  in  t h e  e n c y c l ic a l  D iv in i  R ed em p 

tor is, a f f i rm s  t h a t  t h e  f a m i ly  s a la r y  is d u e  in  s tr ic t ju st ic e to  t h e  

w o rk in g m a n  (1).

T h e  d o c t r in e  s ta t e d  in  th e  th e s is  w h ic h  fo l lo w s  m u st  b e  

u n d e r s to o d  a s  a p p l i c a b le  t o  t h e  c a se  o f t h e  n o r m a l  w o rk in g m a n , 

i .e .,  a  m a n  w h o  h a s  r e a c h e d  fu l l  p h y s ic a l  d e v e lo p m en t  a n d  is 

e n g a g e d  fu l l  t im e  in  h is  w o rk  u n d e r  c o n d i t io n s  o f no rm a l p r o 

d u c t io n .

1137. S ta te m e n t  of th e  th es is .

T H E S IS .—  S a l a r y  i n  i t s e l f  i s  l a w f u l ;  a n d  t h e

A B S O L U T E  F A M I L Y  W A G E  I S  D U E  I N  

S T R I C T  J U S T I C E  T O  W O R K M E N .

F ir s t  p a r t . —  Sa la ry  in  i tse lf  is  la w fu l.—  1 °  I f  a  w o rk 

m a n  m a y  j u s t l y  p la c e  h is  la b o r  o r  a c t i v i t y  a t  th e  se rv ic e  o f a n 

o th e r  p e rs o n , s a la r y  in  i t s e l f  is  la w fu l . B u t  a  w o rk m a n  m a y  in  

j u s t i c e  p la c e  h is  la b o r  o r  a c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  d is p o sa l o f a n o th e r  

m a n . T h e re fo re  s a la r y  in  i ts e l f  is  la w fu l .

M a jo r .—  S a la ry  is  a  r e w a r d  f o r  la b o r , a  c e r ta in  p r ic e  p a id  

f o r  i t .

M in o r .—  T h e  w o rk m a n  is f r e e ,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  m a y  p la c e  

h is  a c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  d is p o sa l  o f a n o th e r  m a n .

(1 ) C f. n n . 31  a n d  4 9 .
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2 °  S o c ia l is ts  h o ld  t h a t  s a la r y  is  u n ju s t ,  b e c a u s e  th e y  r e g a r d  

la b o r  a s  t h e  so le  c a u s e  o f  p r o d u c t io n .  B u t  la b o r  is n o t  th e  so le  

c a u s e  o f  p r o d u c t io n .  T h e re fo re .

M a jo r . —  S o c ia l is ts ,  in  v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  te a c h in g  t h a t  la bo r  

is  th e  so le  c a u s e  o f  p r o d u c t io n ,  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  f r u i t s  o f 

p r o d u c t io n  a r e  d u e  t o  t h e  w o rk m a n .

M in o r .—  C a p i ta l ,  a s  w e ll  a s  la b o r ,  m a k e s  a  m o s t  im p o r 

t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  p r o d u c t io n :  t h e  v a r io u s  m a c h ine s  a n d  in 

s t r u m e n ts  u se d  in  p r o d u c t io n  a r e  t h e  e f f ic ie n t c a u se  o f p r o d u c 

t i o n ,  w h e re a s  t h e  m a te r ia l  a n d  i t s  p o w e rs  s u p p l ie d  b y  t h e  h o ld 

e rs  o f c a p i ta l  a r e  i t s  m a te r ia l  c a u se . M o re o v e r ,  c ap i t a l i s t s  p a y  

w o rk m e n  th e i r  h i r e  b e fo re  th e  sa le  o f  t h e  g o o d s  m a nu f a c tu r e d  

b y  th e m ,  a n d  t h u s  t a k e  t h e  r i s k  o f  lo ss. H e n c e  i t  is  o n ly  f a i r  

t h a t  t h e y  re c e iv e  a  m a jo r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p ro f i t s  o f p r o d u c t io n ,  

b e c a u s e  o f t h e i r  g r e a t e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  i t .

S eco n d  p a r t .—  T he absolute fa m i ly  wage is  due  in  s tr ic t 

ju s t ic e  to w o rkm en .—  1 ° T h e  w o rk m a n  h a s  a  s t r i c t  r i g h t  to  

w h a t  is  n e c e s sa ry  f o r  h is  o w n  s e l f - p re s e rv a t io n  a n d fo r  t h e  p r o p 

a g a t i o n  o f  t h e  sp e c ie s. B u t  t h e  a b s o lu te  f a m i ly  w a ge  is  n e c e s 

s a r y  f o r  th e  w o rk m a n  fo r  h is  o w n  s e l f - p re s e rv a t io n  a n d  f o r  th e  

p r o p a g a t io n  o f  th e  sp e c ie s. T h e r e f o r e  t h e  w o r k m a n  ha s  a  s t r i c t  

T ig h t  t o  t h e  a b s o lu te  f a m i ly  w a g e , i .e . ,  t h e  a b s o lute  f a m i ly  

s a la r y  is  d u e  in  s t r i c t  ju s t i c e  t o  w o rk m e n .

M a jo r .— H is  o w n  s e l f - p re s e rv a t io n  a n d  t h e  p r o p a g a t io n  

«of th e  sp e c ie s  a r e  th e  n a t u r a l  e n d s  o f  t h e  w o rk m e n, j u s t  a s  th e y  

a r e  t h e  n a t u r a l  e n d s  o f  a l l  o t h e r  m e n . H e n c e  w o rk m en  h a v e  a  

s t r i c t  r i g h t  t o  w h a t  is  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t o f  th e s e  

e n d s .

M in o r .—  H is  w a g e  o r  s a la r y  is  o r d in a r i l y  t h e  o n ly  m e a n s  

t h e  w o rk m a n  h a s  a t  h is  d is p o s a l  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  h im s e lf  a n d  

h is  f a m i ly .

2 °  T h e  w o r k m a n ’s  l a b o r  h a s  a  so c ia l  a s  w e ll a s  a n  in d iv id 

u a l  o r  p e rs o n a l  a s p e c t ,  fo r ,  in  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  p r od u c t io n ,  i t  

m a k e s  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  h a p p in e s s  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty .  H e n c e , 

j u s t  a s  th e  w o rk m a n  c o n t r i b u te s  t o  t h e  h a p p in e s s  o f c iv i l  so -
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c ie ty ,  i .e .,  to  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d , so  h e  h a s  a  s t r i c t r i g h t  t o  a  

s h a r e  in  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d ; a n d  f o r  th is  t h e  a b s o lu te f a m i ly  s a l 

a r y  is  r e q u ir e d .

3 °  P r o d u c t io n  is  n e c e s s a ry .  B u t  p r o d u c t io n  is  n o t  po s 

s ib le  w i th o u t  th e  c o o p e r a t io n  o f  w o rk m e n . T h e re fo re w o r k 

m e n  a r e  n e c e s sa ry ,  a n d  h e n c e  s a la r y  m u s t  b e  su f f ic ie n t f o r  t h e  

s u p p o r t  a n d  p r o p a g a t io n  o f  w o rk m e n , i .e .,  w o rk m e n  mu s t  b e  

p a id  t h e  a b s o lu te  f a m i ly  w a g e .

1138. T h e a bsolu te  fa m i l y  w age is  d u e in  c o m m u ta 
t iv e  ju s t ic e .—  1° W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  p ro v e d  t h a t  t h e  a b s o lu te  

f a m i ly  s a la r y  o r  w a g e  is  d u e  in  s t r i c t  ju s t i c e  to  th e  w o rk m a n .

B u t  ju s t ic e ,  a s  w e  k n o w , is  o f  th r e e  k in d s :  socia l ju s tic e , 

d istr ibu tive  justice , a n d  com m uta tive ju stice .

S o c ia l ju s t i c e  is  ju s tic e  w h ich  determ ines the re la tions o f 

c itizens to c iv il society, as o f par ts  to the whole.

D is t r i b u t i v e  ju s t i c e  is  ju s t ic e  w hich determ ines the re la t ion s 

o f c iv il society to i ts  c itizens, i n  as m uc h  as i t  regu la tes the d is tr i 

bu tion  o f the com m on goods and  socia l burdens.

C o m m u ta t i v e  ju s t i c e  is  ju s tic e  w hich regulates exchange be

tw een  priva te persons, i.e ., in d iv id u a ls .

2 °  A ll C a th o l i c s  h o ld  t h a t  t h e  a b s o lu te  f a m i ly  w a g e is; 

d u e  in  ju s t i c e  t o  t h e  w o rk m a n . S o m e  c la im  i t  is  d u e in  s o c ia l  

j u s t i c e ;  o th e rs  m a in ta in  t h a t  i t  is  d u e  in  d i s t r i b ut i v e  j u s t i c e ;  

w e , f o r  o u r  p a r t ,  h o ld  t h a t  i t  is  d u e  in  c o m m u ta t i ve  ju s t ic e .

T h e  e m p lo y e r  is  b o u n d  in  so c ia l  ju s t i c e  t o  p a y  t h e  a b s o lu t e  

f a m i ly  w a g e , in  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  h a s  t h e  o b l ig a t io n  o f d i r e c t in g  a l l  

h is  a c ts  to  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d . B u t  is  is  in  c o m m u ta t iv e  j u s t i c e  

to w a r d s  h im  t h a t  th e  e m p lo y e r  is  f o r m a l l y  u n d e r  o b lig a t io n  to* 

p a y  th e  a b s o lu te  f a m i ly  w a g e  to the w o rkm an .

I n  o th e r  w o rd s ,  th e  a c t  b y  w h ic h  t h e  e m p lo y e r  p a y s  t h e  

a b s o lu te  f a m i ly  w a g e  is  a n  a c t  elic ited b y  c o m m u ta t i v e  j u s t i c e ,  

a n d  com m anded b y  so c ia l  ju s t i c e  ( ' ) .  1

( 1 )  B u t  so c ial  j u s t ic e  c a n n o t  b e  sa id  t o  h a v e  b ee n  sa t is f ie d  a s lo n g  a s  

w ork in gm en  a re  d en ied  a  s ala r y  t h a t  w il l en a b le  th e m  to  se cu re  p r o p e r  

su s te n a n c e  fo r  th e m selv es  a n d  th e ir  f a m i l ie s .—  D iv in i  R e d em p to r is , n . 5 2 .
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3 °  I n  th e  l ig h t  o f t h e  fo r e g o in g  c o n s id e r a t io n s ,  w e s h a l l  

n o w  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  a b s o lu te  f a m i ly  w a g e  is  d u e  in  co m m u ta t i v e  

ju s t i c e .

1) C o n t r a c t s  a re  re g u la te d  b y  c o m m u ta t i v e  ju s t ic e .  B u t  

th e  a b s o lu te  f a m i ly  w a g e  is d u e  in  v i r t u e  o f  a  c o n tr a c t .  T h e r e 

fo re  th e  a b s o lu te  f a m i ly  s a la r y  is  d u e  in  c o m m u ta t iv e  ju s t ic e .

T h e  m ajo r is  e v id e n t ,  f o r  a  c o n t r a c t  is  a  b i l a te r a l  e x c h a n g e.

T h e  m in o r a lso  is e v id e n t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  e m p lo y e r  p a y s  s a la r y  

in  r e t u r n  f o r  h is  e m p lo y e e ’s la b o r .

2 ) T h e  k in d  o f ju s t i c e  w h ic h  r e g u la te s  t h e  re la t io ns  b e 

tw e e n  c a p i t a l  a n d  la b o r ,  i .e .,  b e tw e e n  e m p lo y e rs  a nd  e m p lo y e e s , 

is c o m m u ta t i v e  ju s t i c e  C1). B u t  th e  a b s o lu te  f a m i ly w a g e  is 

d u e  f r o m  th e  k in d  o f  ju s t i c e  w h ic h  r e g u la te s  t h e  r ela t io n s  b e 

tw e e n  c a p i t a l  a n d  la b o r , i .e .,  b e tw e e n  e m p lo y e rs  a nd  e m p lo y e e s . 

T h e re fo re  t h e  a b s o lu te  fa m i ly  w a g e  is  d u e  in  c o m m u ta t i v e  

ju s t i c e .

M a jo r .—  T h e  e m p lo y e r  a n d  th e  e m p lo y e e  a r e  p r i v a te  

p e rso n s .

M in o r .—  S a la r y  is  o w e d  th e  e m p lo y e e  b y  t h e  e m p lo y e r .

1 139. D i f f i c u l t ie s .—- 1 °  T h e  o b je c t  o f  c o m m u ta t iv e  j u s t ic e  is  th e 
e q u al i t y  o f  o ne  th in g  to  a n oth er .  B u t  t h ere  is n o t  n e c e ss a ri l y  e q u a li ty  
b e tw e e n  th e  w o rkm an ’ s la b o r  an d  th e  a bsolu te  fa m il y  w a g e . T h er e fo re  th e 
a b s olu te  fa m i l y  w a g e is  n o t  d u e  in  c o m m u ta t iv e  ju s t ic e .

M a j o r . —  I f  w e  ta k e  a ll  e le m e nts  in to  a c c o u n t,  I  c o n c e d e ' , i f w e do  n o t 
t a k e  a ll  e le m e n ts  in to  a c c o u n t,  I  d e n y .

M i n o r . —  I f  w e ta k e  in to  a c c o u n t  th e  n a tu ral  en d  o f  labo r , w h ic h  is th e 
su p p o r t  o f  th e  w o rk m a n  a n d  h is  fa mi l y ,  I  d e n y , i f  w e do  n o t  ta ke  th is  en d 
in to  a c c o u n t,  I  c o n c e d e .

2 °  E q u a li t y  m ea su re d  a c c o r d in g  to  o n e ’s c o n d it io n  is d u e  in  d ist r ib u t iv e  
j u s t ic e .  B u t  th e  a b solu te  fa m il y  w a g e is  a n  e q u al i t y  or r ig h t  m ea su red  a c 
co r d in g  to  th e  c o n d it io n  o f  t h e  fa th e r  o f  a  fa m il y . T h er e fo re  th e  a bsolu te  
f a m i l y  sala r y  is  d u e  in  d is t r ib u t iv e  j u s t ic e .

M a j o r . —  M ea su re d  d ir e c tly  a cc o r d in g  t o  o ne ’s c o n d i t io n,  7  c o n c e d e; 
m ea su re d  in d ir e c tly  a cco rd in g  to  o ne ’s c o n d it io n,  I  d e n y .  1

(1 ) I n  th e  f irs t  p la ce , d u e  c o ns id e r a t io n  m u s t  b e  h a d  fo r  th e  d o u ble  
cha ra c ter , in d iv id u a l a n d  so cia l , o f  ca pi t a l a n d  la b o r , in  ord er t h a t  t h e  d a n g er s  
o f  I n d iv id u a l i sm  a n d  o f C ol le c t iv is m  b e  a v o id ed . T h e  m u tu al  re la t i ons 
b e tw e e n  c a p ital  and  lab o r  m us t  b e  d e te r m in ed  a cc o rd in g  to  t h e  la w s o f  s t r ic te s t 
j u s t ic e ,  ca lled  c o m m u ta ti v e  j u s t ic e,  su p p o r te d, h o w ev er , b y  C h ris t ia n  c h a r i ty .  
— Q u a d r a g e s i m o  A n n o .
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M i n o r . —  M ea su re d  d ir e c tly  a c co rd in g  to  th e  co n d it io n  o f t h e  fa th er  o f  
t h e  fa m ily ,  I  d e n y ;  m ea su re d  in d ir e c tly ,  I  c o n c e d e .

T h e  c o n di t i o n  o f th e  fa ther  o f a  fa m i l y  is co n s id e r ed, in  ord er  to  d e term in e 
th e  v a lu e  o f th e  w o rkm an ’ s la b o r. W h en  th e  v a lu e  o f h is  la b o r  h a s b een 
s e t tle d ,  th e n  th e  a bsolu te  fa m i l y  w a g e  is  d u e  a cc o r d in g  t o  th e  e q u al i t y  o f 
o n e  thin g  to  an oth er . T h er e fo re  th e  c o n di t i o n  o f th e  fa th er  o f  a  fam i ly  is 
n o t  th e  d ir e c t  m ea su r e  o f th e  e q u al i t y  be tw e e n  th e  w o rkm an ’ s la b o r  a n d  th e 
a bsolu te  fa m i l y  w a g e , b u t  o n ly  i t s  in d i r e c t  m ea su re . H e n c e  th e  a bs olu te  
fa m il y  w a g e is  d u e  in  c o m m u ta t iv e  ju s t ic e .

3 °  O n e w ho  d is t r ib u te s a  p a r t  o f  t h e  co m m o n  g o o d  p er fo rm s a n  a c t  o f 
d is t r ib u t iv e  ju s t ic e . B u t  th e  e m plo y er  w h o  p a ys  th e  a b solu te  fa m i l y  w a g e 
d is t r ib u te s a  p a r t  o f t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d : c a p i tal  is  a  p a r t  o f  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d . 
T h er e fo re  t h e  e m plo y er  w ho  p a ys  th e  a b s olu te  fa m i l y  w a g e  p er fo rm s a n  a c t 
o f  d is t r ib u t iv e  j u s t ic e ,  i .e .,  th e  a bsolu te  fa m i l y  w a g e is d u e  in  d is t r ib u t iv e  
j u s t ic e .

M a j o r . —- O n e w ho  d is t r ib u te s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  co m m o n  g o o d, w h ich  is 
s t i l l  a  com m on  go od, w h en  th e r e  is  n o  e x c h a n g e  (fo r  se rv ic es  re n d er ed) ,  I  

c o n c e d e; o n e  w ho  dis t r ib u te s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  co m m o n  g o od , w h ich  is a  p r iv a te 
g o o d, w h en  th e re  is a n  ex c h a n ge , I  d e n y .

M i n o r . —  T h e  em p lo y er  dis t r ib u te s  a  p r iv a te  g o o d in  e x c h a n g e  fo r  th e 
w o r k m a n ’s la b o r , /  c o n c e d e; g iv es a  c o m m o n  g o o d  w it h o u t  a n  e x c h a n g e  fo r 
th e  w o r k m a n ’s  la b o r , I  d e n y .

W h en  th e  em p lo y er  p a ys  t h e  a b s olu te  fa m i l y  w age , th e re  is a n  ex c h a n g e . 
W h en  th e re  is a n  ex c h a n ge , w e h a v e  a  case  o f  c o m m u ta t iv e  ju s t ic e,  n o t  o f 
d i s t r ib u t iv e  ju s t ic e .

O n t h e  o th e r  h a n d, c a pi t a l ,  a lt h o u g h  a p a r t  o f  a  co m m o n  g o o d , is a 
p r iv a te  g o o d, i .e .,  p r iv a te  p ro p er ty . A nd  w e m us t  h o ld  f irm ly  t o  th is  te a c h in g 
in  o p p o s it io n  to  c e r ta in  C a th ol ic s w h o  m a in ta in  th a t  th e  a b solu te  fa m i l y  
w a g e is d u e  in  d is t r ib u t iv e  ju s t ic e .  I n  th is  rega rd , w e sh o uld  g iv e  ea r  t o  th e 
w ord s o f Pope  P ius X I :  <( O n  th e  o n e  h a n d, i f  th e  so c ia l a n d  p u b lic  asp e c t
o f  o w n e rsh ip  b e  d en ied  o r  m in im iz ed, t h e  lo gic a l co nse q u en ce  is  I n d iv id u al i sm , 
a s i t  is ca l led ; on  th e  o th er  h a n d , th e  r e je c tio n  o r  d im in u t io n  o f i t s  p r iv a te 
a n d  in d iv id u a l  c h ara c t er  n e c essa ri l y  le a ds  to  s o m e  fo rm  o f  C ol le c t iv is m  (l ) . »

4 °  W h a t  is d u e  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  is  d u e  in  s o c ia l  j u s t ic e . 
B u t  th e  a b solu te  fa m i l y  w a g e  is d u e  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d . T h e r e 
fo re  th e  a b solu te  fa m il y  w a g e is d u e  in  s o c ial  j u s t ic e .

M a j o r . —  I n  a s m u c h  a s i t  is d u e  o n  a c c c o u n t  o f th e  co m m o n g o o d 
I  c o n c e d e; in  a s m u ch  as i t  is d u e  a p r iv a te  p erso n  from  a  la w fu l t i t le ,  I  d e n y ’

M i n o r . —  I s  d u e  o nl y  on  a c c o u n t  o f th e  com m on  g o o d , I  d e n y ;  is  d u e 
a ls o  on  a c c o u n t  o f th e  se rv ic e  re n d ered , I  c o n c e d e .

T h e  a c t  b y  w h ich  th e  e m p lo y e r  p a y s  th e  a b so lu te  fa mily  w a g e  is , a s 
w e h a v e  sa id , c o m m a n d e d b y  so c ia l ju s t ic e , a n d  e l i c i t e d  b y  c o m m u ta t iv e  ju s 
t ic e .  T h e  sa m e is tru e  o f  a c ts  o f  a ll th e  o th e r  v irtu e s w h ich  are co m m a n d ed 
b y  so c ia l  ju s t ic e , b u t  w h ich  a re a lw a y s  e l ic i te d  b y so m e p a r t icu la r  v ir tu e .

1140. S c h o lia .—  1° I n  f ix in g  w ag es , th r e e  c o n s id e ra t io n s  

m u s t  b e  ta k e n  in to  a c c o u n t  : a) t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  w o rk in g m a n  

a n d  h is  f a m i ly ;  b) th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  b u s in e s s ; c) th e  e x ig en c ie s  

o f t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d , f o r  a  sc a le  o f  w a g e s  w h ic h  is  to o  h ig h  o r  to o

(1 ) Q u a d r a g e s i m o  A n n o .
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lo w  is  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d , in  a s  m u c h  a s  it  c a u se s  u n 

e m p lo y m e n t  (1).

2 °  S in c e  t h e  a b s o lu te  f a m i ly  w a g e  is d u e  in  c o m m u tat i v e  

j u s t i c e ,  a n  e m p lo y e r  w h o  p a y s  a  lo w e r  w a g e  t h a n  th is  is  h e ld  to  

r e s t i t u t i o n .  B u t  'prudence, w h ic h  ta k e s  in to  a c c o u n t  a l l  t h e  c i r 

c u m s ta n c e s  o f a  h u m a n  a c t  in  a  g iv e n  c a se , is  r e q u ir e d  f o r  t h e  

d e te r m in a t io n  o f  w h e n  a n  e m p lo y e r  is  b o u n d  to  r e s t it u t i o n .

3  ° T h e  d u t y  o f  p a y in g  a  s a la r y  su f f ic ie n t t o  p ro v id e  f o r  t h e  

n e e d s  o f t h e  w o r k in g m a n  a n d  h is  f a m i ly  r e s ts  in  t h e f i r s t  p la c e  

o n  t h e  e m p lo y e r .  L a te r ,  i f  n e c e s s i ty  r e q u i r e s  i t ,  as s is ta n c e  w il l  

h a v e  t o  b e  g iv e n , in  t h e  f i r s t  p la c e , b y  th e  p ro f e ss io n a l  a ss o c ia 

t io n  a n d ,  in  t h e  l a s t  p la c e ,  b y  c iv i l  so c ie ty , b y  fa m i ly  a l lo w 

a n c e , in s u ra n c e ,  e tc .

1141. Co llec tive  labo r  c o n t r a c ts .—  1 ° P re lim in a r ie s . 

—  a) L a b o r  c o n t r a c t  in  g e n e ra l  is  a n  a g r e e m e n t  b y  w h ic h a  

w o rk m a n  h i re s  h is  se rv ic e s  t o  a n  e m p lo y e r  f o r  a  f ixe d  w a g e .

b) T h e r e  a r e  tw o  k in d s  o f  l a b o r  c o n t r a c t  : in d iv id u a l l a b o r  

c o n t r a c t  a n d  collective la b o r  c o n t r a c t .

T h e  in d iv id u a l  la b o r  c o n t r a c t  is  m a d e  b e tw e e n  tw o  in d i 

v id u a ls ,  v iz .,  a n  e m p lo y e r  a n d  a n  e m p lo y e e .

T h e  c o l le c t iv e  la b o r  c o n ta c t  is  an  agreem ent between an  em 

p loyer  or associa tion  o f  em ployers and a  p ro fessiona l associa tion 

or u n io n  o f  w o rk ingm en , w hich determ ines the general cond itions 

fo r  each p a r ty  under w hich later in d iv id u a l labor contracts m u st be 

entered.

T h e  c o l le c t i v e  la b o r  c o n t r a c t ,  o f  i t s  n a tu r e ,  d o e s  n o t  im p o se  

a n  o b l ig a t io n  o n  t h e  e m p lo y e r  o f h i r in g  a  p a r t i c u l ar  w o r k m a n  o r  

o f  p r o v id in g  w o rk  f o r  h im , b u t  o n ly  o f  o b s e r v in g  c er ta in  g e n e r 

a l  c o n d i t io n s  in  t h e  e v e n t  o f  h is  h i r in g  w o rk m e n  o r p ro v id in g  

jo b s  f o r  th e m .

T h e r e f o r e  t h e  c o l le c t iv e  l a b o r  c o n t r a c t  is  p r e l im ina r y  to  th e  

in d iv id u a l  la b o r  c o n t r a c t .

(1) Q u a d ra g esim o  A n n o .
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c) T h e  c o l le c t iv e  la b o r  c o n t r a c t  c o n ta in s ,  a s  a  g e ne ra l  r u le ,  

s t ip u la t io n s  in  r e g a r d  to  t h e  q u a n t i t y  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f t h e  la b o r  

r e q u i r e d  o f  t h e  w o rk m a n  a n d  t h e  w a g es  h e  s h o u ld  re ce iv e  f o r  

i t ;  t h e  r i g h t  o f m a k in g  c o l le c t i v e  d e m a n d s ,  t h e  r i gh t  o f d e a l in g  

w i th  e m p lo y e rs  th r o u g h  w o r k in g m e n ’s a g e n ts ;  t h e  r igh ts  o f  

t h e  p r o fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n  o n  b e h a l f  o f  w o rk in g m en ;  c o n d i 

t i o n s  o f  la b o r  a n d  w a g e s , s e t t l e m e n t  o f d is p u te s ,  etc .

2 °  I n  the ligh t o f  the fo rego ing  observations, w e  s h a l l  n o w  

e p i to m iz e  o u r  te a c h in g  o n  c o l le c t i v e  la b o r  c o n t r a c ts  in  t h e  p r o p 

o s i t io n  w h ic h  fo l lo w s .

The collective labor contract is  a h igh ly  recom m ended in s t i 

tu tion .

1 °  I t  is  a  g u a r a n te e  o f ju s t i c e  f o r  in d iv id u a l  l a b or  c o n 

t r a c t s :

a) T h e  w o r k e r ,  le f t  to  r e ly  so le ly  o n  h im s e lf ,  c a n n o t s a t i s 

f a c to r i l y  d e fe n d  h is  r ig h ts  in  d e a l in g  w i th  e m p lo y ers  o n  p r o b 

le m s  o f t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  q u a n t i t y  o f  la b o r  a n d  o f  t he  w a g e  h e  

s h o u ld  re c e iv e  f o r  i t .

b) T h e  c o l le c t iv e  c o n t r a c t  m o d e r a te s  a n d  r e g u la te s  c om 

p e t i t i o n  a m o n g  t h e  w o rk e rs  th e m s e lv e s .  M o re o v e r ,  i t m o d e r 

a te s  a n d  r e g u la te s  c o m p e t i t io n  e v e n  a m o n g  e m p lo y e rs.

2 °  I t  is  a  m e a n s  o f f o s te r in g  f r ie n d ly  r e la t io n s  b etw e e n  

e m p lo y e e  a n d  e m p lo y e r :

a) W h e re  th e r e  is  a  c o l le c t i v e  c o n t r a c t ,  t h e  g e n e ra l  c o n d i 

t io n s  o f l a b o r  a n d  w a g e s  a r e  m o re  f r e e ly  a n d  in te l li g e n t l y  f ix e d  

b e tw e e n  e m p lo y e r  a n d  e m p lo y e e ; a n d  t h u s  m a n y  d is p u te s  a r e  

a v o id e d , a n d  t h e  d ig n i t y  o f l a b o r  is s a f e g u a rd e d .

b) I t  o f te n  d e te r m in e s  v e r y  d e f in i te ly  a  p e r io d  o f  t im e  

d u r in g  w h ic h  n o  c h a n g e  m a y  b e  m a d e  in  t h e  c o n t r a c t ; a n d  t h i s  

g iv e s  g r e a te r  s e c u r i t y  t o  b o t h  t h e  e m p lo y e e  a n d  th e e m p lo y e r .

c) F in a l l y ,  i t  p ro v id e s  a  m e a n s  f o r  t h e  p e a c e fu l  q u e ll in g  

a n d  a m ic a b le  s e t t l e m e n t  o f i n c ip ie n t  d is p u te s ,  a n d  is  t h u s  a  

s a f e g u a rd  a g a in s t  s t r ik e s  a n d  o th e r  le sse r  c e s s a t ion s  o f w o rk .
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1142. S tr ik es.—  1 ° P re lim in a r ie s.—  a ) A  s t r i k e  is a n  

o rg a n iz e d  c e s s a t io n  o f  w o rk  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  fo r  

t h e  p u rp o s e  o f o b ta in in g  c e r ta in  a d v a n ta g e s ,  a s  b e tt e r  w o rk in g  

h o u r s  o r  re d re s s  o f o th e r  g r ie v a n c e s .  H e n c e  a  s t r i ke  is a  k in d  

o f  e c o n o m ic  w a r .

b) S t r ik e s  le a d  to  m a n y  g r e a t  e v i ls :

w o rk m e n  re c e iv e  n o  w ag es , a n d  h a v e  to  s p e n d  th e  m o ne y  

sa v e d  b y  t h r i f t  o v e r  a  lo n g  p e r io d  o f t im e  a n d  in ten d e d  fo r  th e  

s u p p o r t  o f  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  t h e i r  fa m i l ie s ;

e m p lo y e rs  n o t  o n ly  m a k e  n o  p ro f i ts ,  b u t  o f te n  h a v e  to  b e a r  

h e a v y  e x p e n se s , in  o r d e r  to  p r o te c t  a n d  r e p a i r  t h e ir  b u i ld in g s  

a n d  in s t r u m e n ts  o f l a b o r ;  m o re o v e r ,  t h e y  lo se  t h e i r m a r k e ts  

fo r  th e i r  m e rc h a n d is e  n o t  o n ly  d u r in g  th e  t im e  o f th e  s t r ik e ,  

b u t  o f te n  f o r  t h e  f u tu r e ,  f o r  m a n y  o f t h e i r  c u s to m er s  a r e  w o n t 

to  f in d  n e w  so u rc e s  o f su p p l ie s  a n d  l a te r  to  r e ta i n th e m ;

ra i lw a y s  a n d  c e r ta in  m a n u f a c to r ie s  w h ic h  a r e  d e p e n de n t  

o n  th e  w o rk  o f th e  s t r ik e r s  su f fe r  h e a v y  lo sse s ;

so m e t im e s  th e  in d u s t r y  a n d  c o m m e rc e  o f a  w h o le  P r o vin c e  

o r  S ta te  b e c o m e  p a r a ly z e d ,  a n d ,  in  c o n se q u e n c e , th e r a n k s  o f 

t h e  c o u n t r y ’s p a u p e r s  b e c o m e  sw e l le d ;

a n d , f in a l ly , m a n y  m o ra l  e v i ls  a r e  e n g e n d e re d , a s  ha t r e d s ,  

w h ic h  b r in g  e s t r a n g e m e n t  a m o n g  c i t iz e n s ,  t h e  c o r r u pt io n  o f 

m o ra ls , w h ic h  n a tu r a l l y  r e s u l ts  f r o m  p r o t r a c te d  id le n e ss , b la s 

p h e m y  a g a in s t  re l ig io n , a c ts  o f v io le n c e  a n d  in ju s ti c e  a g a in s t  

p e rs o n s  a n d  th in g s ,  a n d  o th e r  s u c h  e v ils .

c) S in c e  s t r ik e s  a re  a t t e n d e d  b y  s u c h  d ir e  c o n se q u en c e s ,  

th e  q u e s t io n  a r is e s : is a  s t r i k e  e v e r  la w fu l , i .e ., n o t  c o n t r a r y  

to  t h e  n a t u r a l  a w  ?

T h e  r e p ly  to  th is  i m p o r ta n t  q u e s t io n  i , c o n ta in e d  in  th e  

p r o p o s i t io n  w h ic h  fo d o w s .

2 °  S ta te m e n t  o f t h e  p r o p o s i t io n .—  Str ik es  are la w fu l under 

cer ta in  cond itions.

S tr ik e s  a r e  la w fu l  if  t h e y  a r e  n o t  u n j u s t  in  th e m s elv e s ,  

a n d  if  w o r k m e n  a r e  ju s t i f ie d  in  m a k in g  u s e  o f th e m . B u t  

s t r ik e s  a re  n o t  u n j u s t  in  th e m s e lv e s ,  a n d ,  u n d e r  c er ta in  c o n -
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d i t io n s ,  w o rk m e n  a r e  ju s t i f i e d  in  m a k in g  u se  o f th em . T h e r e 

fo re  s t r ik e s  a r e  la w fu l  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t io n s .

T h e  m ajo r is e v id e n t .

M in o r .—  a) Str ik es  are no t u n ju s t  i n  them selves, lo r a  s t r i k e  

is a  c e s s a t io n  o f la b o r  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  a n  a g r e em e n t  a m o n g  

w o rk m e n . B u t  a  c e s s a t io n  o f la b o r  is n o t  u n ju s t ,  for  a  w o rk m a n  

is  u n d e r  n o  o b l ig a t io n  t o  w o rk  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e m plo y e r ;  a n  

agreem ent is  n o t  u n ju s t ,  b e c a u s e  w o rk m e n  m a y  a g re e  to  c ea se  

w o rk  a t  th e  S am e  t im e  fo r  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f t h e  c o m m o n g o o d .

b) U nder certa in cond itions, w o rkm en  are ju s t i f ie d  in  m a k in g 

use o f s tr ikes. S in c e  s t r i k e s  a r e  a t t e n d e d  b y  e v i l  e f fe c ts , c e r 

t a i n  c o n d i t io n s  m u s t  b e  fu l f i l le d , in  o r d e r  t h a t  w ork m e n  w h o  

m a k e  u s e  o f  t h e m  b e  n o t  m o r a l ly  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th es e  e f fe c ts . 

T h e s e  c o n d i t io n s  a r e  th e  fo l lo w in g :

1) A  grave reason is r e q u i r e d  f o r  r e c o u rs e  to  a  s t r ik e .  F o r  

th e  c a u s e  o f t h e  s t r i k e  m u s t  b e  p r o p o r t i o n a te  to  t he  e v i l c o n se 

q u e n c e s  w h ic h  c a n  r e s u l t  f r o m  i t .

2 ) T h e  s t r i k e  m u s t  b e  t h e  o n ly  m eans o f  o b ta in in g  a  j u s t  

s e t t le m e n  o f th e  w o r k m e n ’s  g r ie v a n c e s .  A  s t r i k e  is  a  k in d  

o f  w a r ,  w h ic h  is  n e v e r  la w fu l , e x c e p t  w h e n  n o  o th e r m e a n s  is 

a v a i la b le  w h ic h  c a n  b r in g  a n  e n d  to  i t ,  w h ic h  is the  r e s to r a t io n  

o f ju s t i c e .

3 ) T h e  w o r k m e n  m u s t  n o t  b e  und er  contract f o r  t h e i r  la b o r .  

I f  s u c h  a  c o n t r a c t  e x is ts , a  s t r i k e  is a  v io la t io n  o f i t ,  a n d  is 

th e re fo re  u n ju s t .

4 ) N o  violence m a y  b e  u s e d  a g a in s t  o th e r  w o rk m e n  w h o  

w i th o u t  a n y  v io la t io n  o f  ju s t ic e ,  re fu s e  to  s t r i k e ; a n d  th e  p r o p 

e r t y  o f  e m p lo y e rs  m u s t  b e  r e s p e c te d .

1143. S ch o l ia .—  1° T h e  d is m is sa l  o f  w o rk m e n  in  lo c k 

o u ts  c a n  b e  la w fu l , j u s t  a s  a  s t r i k e  c a n  b e  la w fu l , p ro v id e d  t h a t  

c e r ta  n  c o n d i t io n s  a re  fu l f i l le d .

2 °  S in c e  th e  s t r i k e  is  la w fu l ,  p u b l i c  a u th o r i t y  m a y n o t  

s u p p re s s  i t  a s  s o m e th in g  u n j u s t  in  i tse l f .  N e v e r th ele s s ,  o n  

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d , w h ic h  is  g r e a te r  t h a n  th e  p r i v a te
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g o o d , th e  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  h a s  b o th  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  t he  d u t y  o f 

s e e k in g  s u i ta b le  m e a n s  t o  s e t t le  t h e  c o n f l ic t ,  so  th a t  s o c ie ty  m a y  

b e  s p a r e d  se r io u s  h a r m .

3 °  A  s t r i k e  w h ic h  is  d i r e c t l y  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  c o m m o n g o o d , 

a s  f o r  e x a m p le ,  a  s t r i k e  in  p u b l i c  se r v ic e s , is  u n la w fu l .

1144. C o n tra c ts  o f p a r tn e rsh ip ,—  1° T h e  c o n t r a c t  o f 

p a r t n e r s h ip  ( la b o r - m a n a g e m e n t  c o n t r a c t )  is  d e f in e d : an  agree

m en t by w h ich  em p loyer and  em ployees are m ade sharers in  the 

ow nersh ip  and  m anagem en t as w ell as in  the p ro fits  o f  a business.

T h e  c o n t r a c t  o f p a r t n e r s h ip  is  a  f r e e  a g r e e m e n t  b e tw e e n  

e m p lo y e r  a n d  e m p lo y e e s , b e c a u s e  t h e  e m p lo y e r  h a s  t he  o w n e r 

s h ip  o f  t h e  c a p i ta l .

U n d e r  t h e  c o n t r a c t  o f  p a r tn e r s h ip ,  t h e  w o r k m a n  o r  em 

p lo y e e  d o e s  n o t  re c e iv e  a  w a g e  f r o m  th e  e m p lo y e r ,  bu t ,  a s  a  

c o -o w n e r  a n d  c o -m a n a g e r  o f a  b u s in e s s , is  a  s h a r e r  n o t  o n ly  in  

t h e  p ro f i t s ,  b u t  a lso  in  th e  r i s k s  o f  t h e  b u s in e s s .

2 °  A ll w h o  h o ld  t h a t  t h e  w a g e  c o n t r a c t  is  e s s e n t ia ll y  u n 

j u s t  m a in ta in  t h a t  o n ly  th e  c o n t r a c t  o f p a r t n e r s h ip is  la w fu l . 

T h is  e r r o r  w a s  c o n d e m n e d  b y  P o p e  P iu s  X I  (1) , w h o , h o ld in g  

t h a t  b o th  t h e  w a g e  c o n t r a c t  a n d  t h e  c o n t r a c t  o f  p a rtn e r s h ip  

a r e  la w fu l ,  p o in ts  o u t  h o w  t h e  w a g e  c o n t r a c t .s h o u ld b e  g o v e rn e d  

a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  ju s t ic e .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h e  s a m e  S o v e re ig n  P o n t i f f  d e e m s  i t  ad v is 

a b le  t h a t ,  w h e n  p o ss ib le , t h e  w a g e  c o n t r a c t  s h o u ld  b e  m o d if ie d  

b y  c e r ta in  e le m e n ts  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  th e  c o n t r a c t  o f  pa r tn e r s h ip .

T h e s e  e le m e n ts ,  w h ic h  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  t r i e d  in  v ar io u s  

w a y s  a n d  f o u n d  a d v a n ta g e o u s  t o  b o th  w a g e -e a rn e rs  a nd  e m 

p lo y e rs , a r e  th e  fo l lo w in g :

a ) a  s h a r in g  in  th e  o w n e rs h ip  o f b u s in e s s ;

b) a  s h a r in g  in  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  b u s in e s s ;

(1 ) A n d  f ir st o f  a ll , t h os e  w h o  h old  t h a t  t h e  w age  co n t r a c t  is e s se n t ial l y  
u n ju s t,  a n d  t h a t  in  i t s  pla ce  m us t  b e  in tr o d u ce d  th e  c o n t r a c t  o f  p a r tn e rsh ip, 
are c e r tain ly  in  er ro r . T h ey  d o  a  g ra v e  in ju ry  t o  O ur P re d e ce sso r , w h o se 
E n c y c l ic a l  n o t  o n ly  a d m it s  th is  c o n t r a c t,  b u t  d e v o te s  m u c h  sp a ce  to  i t s  d e te r 
m in a t io n  a c co rd in g  to  t h e  p r in c ip le s o f  ju s t ic e .—  Q u a d ra g es im o  A n n o .
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c) a  s h a r in g  in  t h e  p ro f i ts  w h ic h  b u s in e s s  y ie ld s  (x).

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. D e f in e :  sala r y , p erso n al  sala r y , a bs olu te  fa m i l y  sala r y , r e la t iv e  fa m 
i l y  sala r y ,  c o l le c ti v e  la bo r  co n t r a c t ,  a n d  c o n t r a c t  o f  p a r tn er sh ip ,

2 . W h a t  is  t h e  te a c h in g  o f  S o c ia l is m  o n  s ala r y ?

3 . P r o v e  t h a t  sala r y  is  la w fu l in  it s el f ,  a n d  t h a t  th e  a bsolu te  fa m il y  
s ala r y  is  d u e  in  s t r ic t  j u s t ic e  a n d  in  c o m m u ta t iv e  ju s t ic e.

4 .  E x p la in  w h y  th e  a bs olu te  fa m i l y  sala r y  m u s t  b e  d e te r m in ed  by  ta k in g  
in to  a c c o u n t  th e  co n d it io n  o f  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  fa m i ly .

5 . S ta t e  w h a t  is  m e a n t  by  a  s tr ik e , a n d  p ro v e  th a t  i t  is  la w fu l u n d er  
c e r ta in  co n d i t io n s . 1

(1 ) I n  th e  p re sen t s t a te  o f  h u m a n  s o c ie ty ,  h o w e v er , w e  d eem  i t  a d v is a b le  
t h a t  t h e  w a g e c o n t r a c t  sh ou ld , w h en  p oss ible , b e m o d if ied  so m e w h a t  by  a 
co n t r a c t  o f p ar tn e rsh ip , a s is a lr e a d y  b e in g  t r ie d  in  v a r io u s w a ys to  th e  no 
sm a l l g a in  b o th  o f  th e  w a g e-ea rn ers  a n d  o f  t h e  e m p lo y e r s .  I n  t h is  w a y  w a g e- 
ea rn ers  a re  m a d e  sh a re rs o f  so m e  so r t  in  th e  o w n er sh ip , o r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t , 
or th e  p ro f its .—  Q u a d ra g e sim o  A n n o .
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C A P I T A L I S M

1146. S ta te m e n t  of th e  q u es t io n .—  1° C a p i ta l i s m , 

in  i t s  e ty m o lo g y ,  is  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  w o rd  cap ita l.

C a p i ta l ,  a c c o rd in g  to  i t s  s t r i c t  m e a n in g  in  E c o n o m ic s ,  is 

d e f in e d : the par t o f  produced w ealth reserved or in  ac tua l use fo r 

new  p roduction ; v .g . , in s t r u m e n ts  a n d  m a c h in e s  o f  e v e r y  k in d ,  

t h e  v a r io u s  k in d s  o f p r im a r y  p r o d u c ts  r e q u i r e d  f o r  p r o d u c t io n ,  

a n d  t h e  w h o le  g a m u t  o f e c o n o m ic  o p e ra t io n s .

I n  m o d e rn  u s a g e , a n y  k in d  o f w e a l th  is c a l le d  c a p i ta l ;  a n d  

c a p i t a l  is  d iv id e d  in to  so c ia l  c a p i ta l  a n d  ju r i d ic al  c a p i ta l .

U n d e r  th e  h e a d in g  o f  so c ia l  c a p i t a l  c o m e  a l l  w e a l th a n d  

m a te r ia l  g o o d s  o f a l l  k in d s .

U n d e r  th e  h e a d in g  o f  ju r id ic a l  c a p i t a l  c o m e  m o n e y  an d  

th in g s  o f p e c u n ia ry  v a lu e .

2 °  C a p i ta l i s m  in  g e n e r a l , i .e .,  in  i ts e l f ,  m u s t  b e  d is t in g u is h 

e d  f r o m  c a p i ta l i s m  in  i t s  p e jo r a t i v e  m e a n in g .

C a p i ta l i s m  in  i t s e l f  s ig n if ie s  c a p i t a l i s t i c  p r o d u c tio n ,  i .e .,  

p r o d u c t io n  in  w h ic h  a ll  a g e n c ie s  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  c a p it a l  a re  m o re  

o r  le ss  u n d e r  th e  s w a y  o f  c a p i ta l .  I t  is  a n  e c o n o m ic  s y s te m , 

th e n ,  in  w h ic h  c a p i t a l  p la y s  a  p r e p o n d e r a n t  ro le , an d  in  w h ic h  

t h e  f u n c t io n  o f  c a p i t a l  is  s e p a r a te  f r o m  t h e  f u n c t io n  o f  la b o r  (1).

C a p i ta l i s m , in  i t s  p e jo r a t i v e  m e a n in g , m a y  b e  d e s c rib e d : 

system s o f econom ic and socia l re la tions, born o f cap ita lis tic  p ro

duc tion , in  w hich the holders o f  econom ic and  social c a p ita l,a n d 

especia lly  o f  ju r id ic a l cap ita l, i.e ., o f m oney , in the ir  eagerness fo r 

excessive p rofits , p la y  not on ly  a p reponderan t bu t an  u n la w fu l 

and  abusive role. 1

(1 )  C f. G r e n i e r , C o u rs D e P h i lo so p h ie , n .  5 5 5, 2 ° .
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U n d e r  th e  r u le  o f c a p i ta l i s m  th u s  u n d e r s to o d ,  c a p i ta l ,  

e sp e c ia l ly  in  th e  fo rm  o f m o n e y , b e c o m e s , a s  i t  w e re , a n  o m n ip 

o t e n t  p r o d u c e r ,  b u y e r ,  se l le r , a n d  c o n s u m e r ,  i f  n o t t h e  u n i 

v e rs a l  m o n o p o l i s t  o f a l l  e c o n o m ic  t r a n s a c t io n s .

1146. O p in io n s .—  1° E c o n o m ic  L ib e ra l i s m , e x a g g e ra t iu g  

in d iv id u a l  l i b e r ty ,  h o ld s  t h a t  c a p i ta l i s m , e v e n  in  i t s  p e jo r a t i v e  

m e a n in g , is la w fu l . M o re o v e r ,  c a p i ta l i s m  a n d  i t s  a bu s e s  a r e  

lo g ic a l  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f L ib e ra l is m .

2 °  C o m m u n is m  a n d  S o c ia l is m  h o ld  t h a t  c a p i ta l i s m  is 

e s s e n t ia l l y  u n la w fu l .

3 °  C a p i ta l i s m , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  te a c h in g  o f  t h e  C a th o l ic  

C h u rc h ,  is  n o t  in t r in s ic a l l y  e v i l  in  i ts e l f ,  b u t  tod a y  is b e s e t  w i th  

m a n y  e v i ls , w h ic h  o n ly  g r e a t  p r u d e n c e  a n d  d is c r e t ion  c a n  

re m o v e . T h e re fo re  c a p i ta l i s m , in  i t s  p e jo r a t i v e  sense , is c o n 

d e m n e d .

I t  is  to  b e  o b s e rv e d  t h a t  c a p i ta l i s m  is n o t  a  s y s tem  im p o s e d  

u p o n  u s  b y  th e  n a t u r a l  la w , a s  is  t h e  s y s te m  o f  p r iv a te  o w n e r 

sh ip ,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  i t  m a y  b e  la w fu l ly  a b a n d o n e d ,  pro v id e d  

t h a t  ju s t i c e  a n d  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  a r e  s a f e g u a rd e d  b y th e  s u b 

s t i t u t i o n  o f a n  e q u a l l y  g o o d  o r  m o re  a d v a n ta g e o u s  ec o n o m ic  

s y s te m .

1147, S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th es is .

T H E S IS .—  C a p i t a l i s m  i n  i t s e l f  i s  n o t  i n t r i n s i 

c a l l y  e v i l ;  b u t  t o d a y  i t  i s  b e s e t

W I T H  M A N Y  E V I L S ,  W H I C H  O N L Y  G R E A T  

P R U D E N C E  A N D  D I S C R E T I O N  C A N  R E 

M O V E .

F irs t  p a r t .— C a p ita lism  in  i ts e l f  is  no t in tr in s ic a l ly  evil.—  

C a p i ta l i s m  is  c h a r a c te r i z e d  b y  th r e e  n o te s :  in  i t  mo n e y  f r u c 

t i f ie s ;  t h e  w a g e  c o n t r a c t  is  in  fo r c e ; a n d  c a p i ta l  a ss u m e s  th e  

m a jo r  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  th e  a d m in is t r at i o n  o f  b u s i 

n ess , a n d  re c e iv e s  th e  g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  p ro f i t s .  B u t th e s e  th in g s



4 4 0 P O L I T I C S

a r e  n o t  in t r in s ic a l l y  e v i l.  T h e r e f o r e  c a p i ta l i s m  in i t s e l f  is  n o t  

in t r in s ic a l l y  e v i l.

M in o r .—  a) The fr u c t ifica tio n  o f m on ey  is  no t in tr in s ic a l ly 

evil.—  A  p e rs o n  w h o  m a k e s  h is  m o n e y  s u r e t y  f o r  a n o th e r  ma y  

la w fu l l y  re c e iv e  in te r e s t  o n  i t ,  i .e .,  m a y  re c e iv e  a  c e r ta in  c o m 

p e n s a t io n ;  fo r , u n d e r  c o n d i t io n s  s u c h  a s  o b ta i n  t o da y ,  e v e r y o n e  

h a s  t h e  o p p o r tu n i t y  o f  e a r n in g  p ro f i t s  w i th  h is  m o ne y ;  th e r e 

fo re , b y  r is k in g  h is  m o n e y  a s  s u r e ty  f o r  a n o th e r ,  he  d e p r iv e s  

h im s e lf  o f p ro f i t s  w h ic h  h e  c o u ld  o th e rw is e  m a k e ,  an d  h e n c e  

m a y  la w fu l ly  re c e iv e  c o m p e n s a t io n  f o r  h is  se r v ic e .

h) The wage contract is  la w fu l.—  A  m a n  w h o  d e m a n d s  a  

l iv in g  w a g e  in  r e t u r n  f o r  se rv ic e s  o n  b e h a l f  o f o the r s  d o e s  n o t  

a c t  in  v io la t io n  o f  a n y  n a t u r a l  la w .

c) C a p ita l is  ju s t i f ie d  in  a ssu m in g  the m a jo r  pa r t o f  the resp o n 

s ib i l i ty  fo r  the a dm in is tra t io n  o f  business, a n d  in receiving the 

greater pa r t o f the p rofits , provided tha t abuses are avo ided.—  T h is  

is  e v id e n t ,  f o r  c a p i t a l  g r e a t l y  in c re a s e s  th e  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  o f  b u s i 

n e ss , a n d  r u n s  a  g r e a te r  r i s k  t h a n  la b o r .  M o re o v e r , c a p i t a l i s t s  

h a v e  a  r i g h t  t o  r e m u n e r a t io n  a s  p r o p e r ty - o w n e r s ,  a s m a n a g e rs -  

d i r e c to r s  o f  b u s in e ss , a n d  o f te n  a s  e m p lo y e e s .

S econd  p a r t .—  T oday  ca p ita lism  is  beset w ith  m a n y  evils, 

w hich on ly  great p rudence and  d iscretion  can rem ove.—  I t  w il l b e  

su f f ic ie n t to  g iv e  a n  e n u m e r a t io n  o f th e s e  e v i ls  o r a b u s e s :  th e  

u n b r id le d  d e s i re  f o r  g a in  a n d  l u s t  f o r  r ic h e s ,  w h ich  d e s t r o y  a l l  

se n se  o f  ju s t i c e  a n d  c h a r i t y  to w a r d s  o th e r s ,  a n d  e sp e c ia l l y  

to w a r d s  w o rk in g m e n ; ig n o ra n c e  o f t h e  so c ia l  c h a r a c te r  o f e c o 

n o m ic  a c t i v i t y ,  o f t h e  e x ig e n c ie s  o f t h e  c o m m o n  g o od ;  in a d e 

q u a te  w ag es , i l l - b e f i t t i n g  w o rk  r e q u i r e d  o f w o m e n  an d  c h i ld re n  ; 

u n f a i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f e c o n o m ic  a g e n c ie s , w i th  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  in  

p r o d u c t io n  w o rk m e n  e sp e c ia l ly ,  a n d  s o m e t im e s  m a n a g ers -d i -  

r e c to r s , a r e  c o m p le te ly  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  w il l  o f c ap i t a l i s t s  w h o  

h o ld  a  m o n o p o ly  o f  i t ;  t h e  d i c ta to r s h ip  o f  t h e  fe w  in  e c o n o m ic  

l i fe , a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  in  p o l i t i c a l  l i fe  a s  a  w h o le;  u n j u s t  p la y in g  

o f  t h e  s to c k  m a r k e t  a n d  e x c e ss iv e  p ro f i t s  th e r e f r o m, e tc .
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P ro lo g u e .—  I n  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  w e  s h a l l  d e a l  w i th  t h e  th r e e  

c h ie f  e r ro r s  in  r e g a r d  to  s o c ie ty ,  v iz .,  C o m m u n is m , S o c ia l is m , 

a n d  E c o n o m ic  L ib e ra l i s m . H e n c e  th e r e  w il l  b e  th r e e  a r t ic le s  

in  th is  c h a p te r .

C o m m u n ism

S o c ial i sm

E c o n o m ic  L ib e ra lism

’ S ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n 
T h e s is :  C o m m u n is m , u n d er  i t s  t h r e e  a sp e c ts : 

m a te r ia l is m , d ia le c t ic a l m a te r i
a lis m , a n d  h is to r ic a l m a te r ia l is m , 
is  fa ls e

/  S ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e st io n 
\  T h e s is :  S o c ia lism  is  u n te n a b le

{
S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  q u e st io n 
H is to r ic a l s k e tc h

E c o n o m ic  L ib e ra l ism  is in a d m is s ib le
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C O M M U N I S M

1148. S ta te m e n t  of th e  q u es t io n  —  1 ° C o m m u n is m , 

a c c o rd in g  to  th e  e ty m o lo g y  o f t h e  te r m ,  is  a  d o c t r in e  w h ic h  

d e n ie s  p r i v a te  p e rs o n s  th e  o w n e rs h ip  o f m a te r ia l  g oo d s , i .e .,  o f 

e x te r n a l  th in g s .

2 °  M o d e r n  c o m m u n is m  h a s  i t s  f o u n d a t io n  in  M a r x is m , i .e .,  

in  t h e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  te a c h in g  p r e s e n te d  a n d  d e v e lo pe d  b y  K a r l  

M a r x  (1 8 1 8 -1 8 8 3 ) a n d  F r ie d r ic h  E n g e ls  (1 8 2 0 -1 8 9 5 ) . C o m 

m u n is m , in  i t s  s t r i c t  se n se , is  b u t  a  p a r t  o f  M a r x is m ;  f o r  C o m 

m u n is m , a c c o rd in g  to  M a r x  h im se lf  (*), is  o n ly  a  p ha s e  o r  p e r io d  

o f  t h e  h is to r ic a l  e v o lu t io n  c o n c e iv e d  in  M a r x is m .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  M a r x is m  is  c o m m o n ly  c a l le d  C o m m u n is m . 

H e n c e , u n le ss  o th e rw is e  in d ic a te d ,  w e  s h a l l  s p e a k  of  C o m m u n is m  

a s  b e in g  o n e  a n d  t h e  sa m e  a s  M a r x is m .

3 °  T h e  f u n d a m e n ta l  t h e o r y  o f  C o m m u n is m  is d ia lec tica l 

m ateria lism .

T h e  a p p l i c a t io n  o f  d ia le c t i c a l  m a te r ia l i s m  to  t h e  st u d y  o f 

so c ia l l i fe  is  c a l le d  h isto rica l m a teria lism .

H e n c e , in  o rd e r  to  u n d e r s ta n d  C o m m u n is m , w e  m u s t  s tu d y  

i t s  e le m e n ts :

m ate r ia lism ;

d ia lectica l m a ter ia lism ;

h is tor ica l m a ter ia lism . 1

(1) L e  co m m u n ism e. . . e s t  u n e  p h a se  rée l le  d e l ’é m a n c ip a t io n  e t  d e 
la  ren a is sa n ce  h u m a in es, p h a se  n é cessa ire  p o u r  l ’é v o lu t io n  h is to r iq u e  p ro
ch a in e . L e  co m m u n ism e e s t  la  fo rce  n éce ssa ir e  e t  le p r in c ip e  én er g iq u e  d e 
l ’a v en ir  p ro ch a in . M a is  le  co m m u n ism e n ’e s t  p as, en t a n t  q u e  te l,  la  fin  de 
l ’év o lu t io n  h u m a in e , il  e s t  u n e  fo rm e d e  la  s o c ié té h u m a in e . —  K a r l M a r x , 
M orcea u x  C h o is is , N R F , 4 e  é d it io n , G a ll im a rd , p . 2 2 8 .
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4 °  M a te r ia l i s m , a s  p re s e n te d  b y  C o m m u n is m , d o e s  n o t 

d e n y  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  k n o w le d g e  a n d  o f  s p i r i t s ,  b u t a f f i rm s  t h a t  

m a t te r ,  w h ic h  is c a l le d  n a tu r e ,  is  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  f un d a m e n ta l  

r e a l i t y  f r o m  w h ic h  a l l  o th e r  r e a l i t i e s  d e r iv e  a n d  on  w h ic h  t h e y  

d e p e n d  ( ') .

H e n c e  C o m m u n is m  te a c h e s :

a) k n o w le d g e  is  o b je c t iv e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  

r e a l i t i e s ;

b) s p i r i t s  c a n n o t  e x is t  in d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  

t h e y  h a v e  t h e i r  o r ig in  in  m a t t e r ;

c) n o  s p i r i ts ,  a s  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  so u l, a n g e ls , 

s u b s is te n t ;

d) s p i r i t s  a r e  h o m o g e n e o u s  w i th  m a t t e r :  t h e y  a r e  o f th e  

s a m e  n a tu r e  a s  m a t t e r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  d e r iv e d  f r om  m a t t e r  

a n d  a re  in t r in s ic a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  i t .

5 °  T h e  m a te r ia l i s m  o f C o m m u n is m  is c a l le d  d ia lectica l 

b e c a u s e  o f th e  p r in c ip le s  w h ic h  M a r x  a n d  E n g e ls  b o rr o w e d  

f r o m  H e g e l.

A c c o rd in g  to  H e g e l, th e  p r in c ip le  o f c o n t r a d ic t io n  is  n o t  

t h e  f i r s t  la w  o f in te l le c t iv e  k n o w le d g e ,  b u t ,  o n  the  c o n t r a r y ,  

e v e r y  id e a  c o n ta in s  i t s  c o n t r a d ic t i o n  in  i ts e l f ,  so t h a t  h u m a n  1

(1 ) T h e  m a ter ia l ,  se n su o u sly  p er c ep t ib le  w or ld  t o  w h ich  w e o u rselv es 
b e lo n g  is  th e  o n ly  r e a li ty ;  a n d . . . o u r  c o n sc io u sne ss  a n d  th in k in g , h o w e v e r 
su p erse n su o u s t h e y  m a y  se em , a re th e  p ro d u c t  o f  a  ma te r ia l,  b o d i ly  o rg a n , 
th e  b ra in . M a t te r  is  n o t  a  p ro d u c t o f  m in d , b u t m in d  it se l f  is m er e ly  th e 
h ig h e st  p ro d u c t o f  m a tte r .—  E n g e l s ,  L u d w i g  F e u e r b a c h  A n d  th e  O u t c o m e 

o f  C l a s s i c a l  G e r m a n  P h i l o s o p h y , p . 5 4 .

W ith  m e. . . th e  id ea  is n o th in g  e lse  th a n  th e  m a ter ia l w or ld  re flec ted  
b y  th e  h u m a n  m in d , a n d  tr a n s la ted  in to  fo rm s o f  th ou g h t .—  K a r l  M a r x ,  

C a p i t a l , N e w  Y o rk , T h e  M o d e rn  L ib r a ry , 1 90 6 , P re fa ce  T o  T h e S ec o n d 
E d it io n , p . 2 5 .

C o n t ra r y  to  id ea lism , w h ic h  reg a rd s t h e  w or ld  a s the  e m b o d im e n t  o f 
a n  « a b so lu te  id ea  », a  « u n iv e rsa l  sp ir i t  », « co nsc io u sn e ss », M a r x ’s p h ilo so 
p h ic a l m a te r ia lism  h o ld s th a t  th e  w o r ld  is b y  it s  ve r y  n a tu re  m a te r ia l,  t h a t  
th e  m u lt ifo ld  p h e n o m en a  o f  t h e  w or ld  c o n s t i t u te  d i ffe re n t fo rm s o f  m a tte r  
in  m o tio n , t h a t  in te r c o n n e c t io n  a n d  in te rd ép en d a n ce o f  p h e n o m en a , as 
e s ta b lish e d  b y  th e  d ia le c t ic a l m e th o d , a re a  la w  o f th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f m o v in g 
m a tte r , a n d  t h a t  th e  w or ld  d ev e lo p s in  a cc o rd a n ce  with  t h e  la w s o f  m o v e m e n t 
o f  m a t te r  a n d  s ta n d s in  n o  n ee d  o f  a  « u n iv e rsa l  s pir i t» . —  J o se p h  S t a l i n ,  

D i a l e c t i c a l  a n d  H i s t o r i c a l  M a t e r i a l i s m , In te r n a t io n a l P u b lish e rs , N e w  Y o rk , 
1 9 4 0 , p . 15.

a t t a i n s  e x te r n a l  

m a t te r ,  b e c a u s e  

a n d  G o d , c a n  b e
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k n o w le d g e  is  u n d e rg o in g  a  c o n s ta n t  e v o lu t io n  in  p a ss in g  f r o m  

a f f i r m a t io n  to  n e g a t io n ,  a n d  so  o n  ( l ).

B u t ,  w h e re a s  H e g e l lo o k s  u p o n  t h e  d ia le c t ic a l  m e th od  a s  a  

la w  o f  lo g ic  a n d  k n o w le d g e .  C o m m u n is m  r e g a r d s  i t  a s t h e  f i r s t  

la w  o f  a l l  r e a l i t y  (1 2) .

H e n c e  d ia le c t ic a l  m a te r ia l i s m  te a c h e s :

a ) a  c o n t r a d ic t io n  is  in h e r e n t  in  n a tu r e ,  a n d  c o n s eq u e n t ly  

e v e r y  r e a l i t y  c o n ta in s  a  c o n t r a d ic to r y  r e a l i t y ,  i .e.,  a l l  r e a l i t y  

is  s e l f - c o n t r a d ic to r y  (3) ;

(1 )  I n  w h a t  d o es  th e  m o v e m e n t  o f  p u re  re a so n  c o n s is t  ? T o  p o se , 
o p p o se  a n d  co m p o se  itse lf , t o  b e  fo rm u la te d  a s th e sis , a n t it h e s is  a n d  s y n th e s is , 
or , b e t te r  s t i l l ,  t o  a ffirm  it se l f ,  t o  d e n y  i t s e l f  a n d  t o  d e n y  it s  n e g a t io n .

H o w  d o es rea so n  a c t ,  in  o rd er  to  a ffirm  it s e l f ,  to  p la ce  i t s e l f  in  a  g iv e n 
ca te g o r y  ? T h is  is th e  a ffa ir  o f  rea so n  i t s e l f  a n d  o f  i t s  a p o lo g is ts .

B u t  o n ce  i t  h a s p la ced  i t s e l f  in  th e s is ,  th is  th e s is , t h is  th o u g h t , o p p o se d 
t o  it s e l f ,  d o u b les  i t s e l f  in to  tw o  c o n t r a d ic to r y  tho u g h ts , t h e  p o s i t iv e  a n d  th e 
n e g a t iv e , t h e  y e s  a n d  th e  n o . T h e  s t r u g g le  o f  t h e s e tw o  a n ta g o n is t ic  e le 
m e n ts , co m p r ised  in  th e  a n t it h e s is , c o n s t it u te s  th e d ia le c t ic  m o v e m e n t,  th e 
y e s  b ec o m in g  n o , t h e  n o  b ec o m in g  y e s , t h e  y e s  b e c o min g  a t  o n ce  y e s  a n d  n o , 
t h e  n o  b ec o m in g  a t  o n ce  n o  a n d  y e s , th e  co n t ra r ies  b a la n c e  th e m se lv e s , n e u 
t ra lise  th e m se lv e s , p a ra ly se  th e m se lv e s . T h e  fu s io n o f  th e s e  tw o  c o n t r a 
d ic to r y  th o u g h ts  c o n s t it u te s  a  n e w  th o u g h t  w h ich  is t h e  s y n th e s is  o f  th e 
tw o . T h is  n ew  th o u g h t  u n fo ld s i t s e l f  a g a in  in  tw o  co n t ra d ic to ry  th o u g h ts  
w h ich  a re  co n fo u n d ed  in  th e ir  tu rn  in  a  n ew  s y n th e sis .  F ro m  th is  t r a v a il  
is  b o rn  a  g ro up  o f  t h o u g h ts . T h is  g rou p  o f th o u g h ts fo l lo w s t h e  sa m e d ia le c t ic 
m o v e m e n t  as a  s im p le  c a te g o r y , a n d  h a s fo r  a n t i th e sis  a  co n t r a d ic to r y  g ro u p . 
F ro m  th e se  tw o  g ro u p s is  b orn  a  n ew  g ro up  o f  th o u g hts  w h ich  is th e  s y n th e s is 
o f  th e m .

A s fro m  th e  d ia le c t ic  m o v e m e n t  o f  s im p le  ca te g o r ie s is b o rn  t h e  g ro u p , 
so  from  th e  d ia le c t ic  m o v e m e n t  o f  th e  g ro u p  is b o rn t h e  se r ies , a n d  from  th e 
d ia le c t ic  m o v e m e n t  o f  th e  se r ies  is b o rn  th e  w h o le  s y s te m .—- K a r l M a r x ,  

T h e  P h i l o s o p h y  P o v e r t y , L o n d o n , T w e n t ie th  C en tu ry  P re ss, 1 90 0 , p . 8 6 .

(2 ) M y  d ia le c t ic  m e th o d  is  n o t  o n ly  d if fe r en t f ro m  H e g e lia n , b u t  is 
i t s  v e r y  o p p o s i te . T o  H e g e l,  t h e  l ife -p ro c ess  o f t he  h u m a n  b ra in , i.e . , th e 
p ro cess o f th in k in g , w h ich , u n d er  th e  n a m e o f  « t h e I d e a  », h e  e v e n  tra n sfo rm s 
in to  a n  in d e p e n d en t  s u b je c t,  is  t h e  d e m iu rg o s o f  the  w or ld , a n d  th e  rea l w or ld 
is  o n ly  th e  ex te rn a l,  p h e n o m en a l fo rm  o f  « th e  I d e a ». W ith  m e, o n  th e 
co n tr a r y ,  th e  id ea l is n o th in g  e lse  th a n  th e  m a te r ia l w or ld  re f lec ted  b y  th e 
h u m a n  m in d , a n d  tr a n s la te d  in to  fo rm s o f  th o u g h t .—  K a r l M a r x ,  C a p i t a l , 

N e w  Y o rk , T h e  M o d er n  L ib r a ry , 1 9 0 6 , P re fa ce  T o  T h e  S ec o n d  E d i t io n , p . 2 5 .
E n g e l s  g i v e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  D i a l e c t i cs :  T h e  g re a t  b a s ic

th o u g h t  th a t  th e  w or ld  is n o t  t o  b e co m p re h e n d ed  a s a  co m p le x  o f  re a d y -m a d e 
t h i n g s , b u t  a s a  co m p lex  o f p r o c e s s e s , in  w h ich  th e  th in g s  a p p a r e n t ly  s ta b le 
n o  less th a n  th e ir  m in d -im a g e s in  o u r  h ea d s, th e  c on c e p ts , go  th r o u g h  a n 
u n in te r r u p te d  ch a n g e  o f c o m in g  in to  b e in g  a n d  p a ss in g  a w a y .—  L u d w i g  

F e u e r b a c h  A n d  th e  O u t c o m e  o f  C l a s s i c a l  G e r m a n  P h i l os o p h y , p . 5 4 .

(3 ) C o n t ra r y  to  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  d ia le c t ic s  h o ld s t h a t  in te rn a l c o n t r a d ic 
t io n s  a re in h e re n t  in  a ll th in g s  a n d  p h e n o m en a  o f  na tu re , fo r  t h e y  a ll h a v e 
t h e ir  n e g a t iv e  a n d  p o s it iv e  s id es , a  p a st  a n d  a  fu tu r e , so m e th in g  d y in g  a w a y 
a n d  so m e th in g  d ev e lo p in g ;  a n d  t h a t  th e  s tr u g g le  b e tw e e n  th e se  o p p o s i te s , 
t h e  s tr u g g le  b e tw e en  th e  o ld  a n d  th e  n ew , b e tw e e n  th a t  w h ich  is  d y in g  a w a y
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b) n a tu r e ,  a l l  r e a l i t y ,  e v o lv e s  b y  m e a n s  o f a  s tr u g g le  

b e tw e e n  c o n t r a d ic to r ie s ;

c) n o  n a tu r e s  a r e  s ta b le ,  b u t  a r e  e v e r  e v o lv in g ; in o th e r  

w o rd s ,  e v o lu t io n ,  i .e .,  u n iv e r s a l  m o b i l is m , is t h e  o n ly  r e a l i t y .

6  ° H isto r ica l m a te r ia lism is  t h e  a p p l i c a t io n  o f  d ia le c t ic a l  m a 

te r ia l i s m  to  s o c ie ty  a n d  to  m a n .

S in c e  m a t t e r ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  C o m m u n is m , is  th e  f i r s t  a n d  

f u n d a m e n ta l  r e a l i t y ,  m a n  s h o u ld  f i r s t  b e  c o n s id e re d u n d e r  th e  

a s p e c t  o f  h is  m a te r ia l  l i fe . B u t  m a n ,  f r o m  th is  p o in t  o f  v ie w , 

is d i s t i n c t  f r o m  o th e r  th in g s  b y  h is  c a p a c i t y  to  p ro d u c e  m a te r ia l  

g o o d s  w h ic h  a r e  n e c e s s i t ie s  f o r  h im .

H e n c e  h is to r ic a l  m a te r ia l i s m  te a c h e s :

a) m a n  is  e s s e n t ia l l y  a  b e in g  c a p a b le  o f  p r o d u c t io n ,  i .e .,  

h e  is  e s s e n t ia l l y  a  ■ producer (1).

b) s o c ie ty , w h ic h  is  a  u n io n  o f  m e n , is  a  u n io n  in  pr o d u c t io n  

a n d  a ll  p r o d u c t io n  m u s t  b e  so c ia l  ( * 1 2) , a n d  th e re f o r e  t h e  p r i v a te

a n d  t h a t  w h ich  is  b e in g  b orn , b e tw e e n  t h a t  w hic h  is d isa p p ea r in g  a n d  th a t 
w h ich  is d e v elo p in g , c o ns t i tu te s  th e  in te r na l co n te n t  o f  th e  p rocess o f  d e v el 
o pm e n t,  th e  in te rn a l c o n te n t  o f  t h e  t r a n sfo r m a t io n  o f  q u a n t i t a t iv e  ch a n g es 
in to  q u a l i ta t iv e  ch a n g es .—  J o se p h  S t a l i n ,  op. c i t . , p . 11.

I n  i t s  p ro p er  m ea n in g , d ia le c t ics  is  th e  s tu dy  o f th e  co n t ra d ic t io n  w i t h i n  

t h e  v e r y  e s s e n c e  o f  t h i n g s .—  L e n i n ,  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  N o t e b o o k s , R u ss ia n  ed it io n, 
p. 3 1 8 .

(1 ) M en  ca n  b e  di st in g u is h e d  from  a n im al s by  con sc io u sn ess, b y  re lig io n 
or a n y th in g  e lse  y o u  l ik e . T ü e y  th e m se lv e s  b eg in  to d is t in g u ish  th e m se lv e s 
f rom  a n im a ls  a s  so o n  a s th e y  b eg in  to  p r o d u c e th e ir  m ea n s o f su b s is te n c e , a 
s te p  w h ic h  is co n d it io n e d  b y  th e ir  p h y s ic a l  o r g a n iza t io n . B y  p ro d u c in g 
th e ir  m ea n s o f  su b s is te n c e  m en  a re  in d ir e c t ly  p r o d uc in g  th e ir  a c tu a l m a te r ia l 
l i fe .—  K a r l M a u x ,  T h e  G e r m a n  I d e o l o g y , N e w  Y o rk , I n te r n a t io n a l P u b lish e rs , 
1 9 3 9 , p . 7.

(2 ) T h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n w h e re w ith  m a te r ia l v a lu e s  a re  p r o 
d u c ed , t h e  p e o p l e w ho  o p era te  th e  in s t ru m e n ts  o f  p ro d u c t io n  a n d  car ry  o n  th e 
p ro d u c t io n  o f m a te r ia l v a lu e s, th a n k s to  a  c e r ta in  p r o d u c t io n  ex p er ien ce  a n d . 
L a b o r  s k i l l  a ll  t h e s e  e lem en ts  j o in t ly  c o n s t i t u te  th e  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r c e s o f  s o c ie ty .

B u t  th e  p r o d u c t iv e  fo rc es a re  o n ly  o n e  a sp e c t  o f  p ro d u c t io n , o n ly  o n e 
a sp e c t  o f  t h e  m o d e  o f  p ro d u c t io n , a n  a s p e c t  t h a t  exp resses t h e  re la t io n s o f 
m en  to  t h e  o b je c ts  a n d  fo rces o f  n a tu ie  w h ich  t h e y  m a k e  u se  o f  fo r  t h e  p ro 
d u c t io n  o f  m a te r ia l v a lu es . A n o th e r  a s p e c t  o f  p ro d uc t io n , a n o th e r  a sp e c t 
o f  th e  m o d e  o f  p r o d u c t io n , is th e  r e la t io n  o f  m en  to  ea ch  o th e r  in  t h e  p ro cess 
o f  p i o d u c t io n , m e n ’s r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n . M en  car ry  o n  a  s tr u g g le  a g a in st 
n a tu re  a n d  u t i l iz e  n a tu re  fo r  th e  p ro d u c t io n  o f  m a te r ia l v a lu e s  n o t  in  iso la t io n 
f rom  ea ch  o th e r ,  n o t  a s se p a r a te  in d iv id u a ls , b u t  in  co m m o n , in  g ro u p s, in 
so c ie t ie s . P ro d u c t io n , th e re fo r e , is  a t  a ll  t im e s  an d  u n d er  a ll  c o n d it io n s 
s o c i a l p ro d u c t io n .—  J o s e p h  S t a l i n ,  o p  c i t . , p . 2 8 .
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o w n e rs h ip  o f p r o d u c t i v e  g o o d s  s h o u ld  b e  a b o l is h e d ;

c) T h e  e v o lu t io n  o f  s o c ie ty  a n d  o f  m a n  is  m e re ly  the  e v o 

lu t i o n  o f m a t t e r ;  a n d ,  a l th o u g h  h u m a n  id e a s  a n d  i n st i t u t i o n s  

c a n  e x e rc ise  a n  in f lu e n c e  o n  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f s o c iety ,  th is  e v o 

l u t i o n  e v e r  r e m a in s  t h e  e v o lu t io n  o f m a t t e r ,  b e c a u se  h u m a n  

id e a s  a n d  in s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  o n ly  c e r ta in  a s p e c ts  o f m a t t e r ;

d) t h e  e v o lu t io n  o f s o c ie ty  is b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  t h e  st r u g 

g le  b e tw e e n  i t s  o p p o s i te  e le m e n ts , i .e .,  b y  c la s s -st ru g g le ;  a n d  

a n d  h e n c e  th is  s tr u g g le  is n e c e s sa ry  a n d  t h e  c a u s e  o f a  m o re  a n d  

m o re  p e r fe c t  e v o lu t io n  o f so c ie ty ;

e) m a n  a t t a i n s  h is  p e r fe c t io n  to  th e  d e g re e  in  w h ic h  h e  

p e r fe c ts  p r o d u c t io n ,  i .e .,  m a n  is h is  o w n  u l t im a te  e n d ;  th u s  

C o m m u n is m  is in tegrated h u m a n ism ;

/ )  s in c e  so c ie ty  m u s t  c o n t in u a l l y  e v o lv e  b y  m e a n s  of th e  

s tr u g g le  o f  i ts  c o n t r a d ic to r i l y  o p p o s i te  e le m e n ts . C o m m u n is m , 

in  th e  s t r i c t  sen se , w h ic h  w o u ld  a b o l i s h  a l l  c la s ses , is o n ly  a  

p h a s e  o r  p e r io d  in  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f so c ie ty .

I t  is e v id e n t  f r o m  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  sa id  t h a t  C o m m u n ism  

is  a  c o m p le te  th e o r y  o n  n a tu r e ,  m a n , a n d  s o c ie ty . Th e  c o m 

p le te  r e f u ta t i o n  o f t h e  in fa m o u s  te a c h in g s  o f  t h i s  S a ta n ic  

sc o u rg e  o f  C h r is t ia n  c iv i l iz a t io n ,  w h ic h  is o f te n  co n c e a le d  u n d e r  

th e  m o s t  s e d u c t iv e  t r a p p in g s  C1), w o u ld  r e q u i r e  m o re  a n d  lo n g e r  

a r g u m e n ts  t h a n  th e  l im it s  o f o u r  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  a l low , a n d  th e r e 

fo re  w e  m u s t  b e  sa t i s f ie d  w i th  sh o w in g  v e r y  b r ie f ly t h a t  C o m 

m u n is m , u n d e r  i t s  th r e e  a s p e c ts  o f m a te r ia l i s m , d iale c t ic a l  m a 

te r ia l i s m , a n d  h is to r ic a l  m a te r ia l i s m , is  fa lse .

1149. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th es is .

T H E S IS .----  C o M M U M I S M  U N D E R  I T S  T H R E E  A S P E C T S :

M A T E R I A L I S M ,  D I A L E C T I C A L  M A T E R I A L 

I S M ,  A N D  H I S T O R I C A L  M A T E R I A L I S M ,  

I S  F A L S E .

F irs t  p a r t . —  C om m u n ism , under the aspect o f  m ate ia lism , 

is  fa ls e.—  A  t h e o r y  w h ic h  te a c h e s  t h a t  th e  h u m a n  so u l  is n ot

(1 ) C f. D i v i n i  R e i e n p t o r i s , n n . 7  a n d  9 .



E R R O R S  I N  R E G A R D  T O  S O C I E T Y 4 4 7

s u b je c t i v e ly  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f m a t t e r ,  i .e .,  is n o t  s pi r i tu a l ,  a n d  

w h ic h , in  c o n s e q u e n c e , s u b s c r ib e s  t o  p a n th e is m ,  is  fa lse . B u t  

C o m m u n is m , u n d e r  i t s  a s p e c t  o f  m a te r ia l i s m , is a  t he o r y  w h ic h  

te a c h e s  t h a t  th e  h u m a n  so u l  is n o t  s u b je c t i v e ly  i n de p e n d e n t  o f 

m a t te r ,  i .e .,  is  n o t  s p i r i tu a l ,  a n d  w h ic h ,  in  c o n seq u e n c e , s u b 

s c r ib e s  t o  p a n th e is m . T h e re fo re  C o m m u n is m , u n d e r  the  

a s p e c t  o f  m a te r ia l i s m , is  fa lse .

M a jo r .—  W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  p r o v e d  t h a t  th e  h u m a n  so u l  is 

s p i r i tu a l ,  i .e .,  s u b s is te n t  (n . 4 5 8 ) , a n d  t h a t  p a n th e i s m  is u n te n 

a b le  (n . 7 6 7 ).

S econd  p a r t .—  C om m u n ism , under the aspect o f d ia lectica l 

m a te r ia lism , is  fa lse .—  1 ° A  t h e o r y  w h ic h  te a c h e s  u n iv e r s a l  

m o b i l is m  is  fa lse . B u t  C o m m u n is m , u n d e r  th e  a s p e c t  o f  d ia 

le c t ic a l  m a te r ia l i s m , te a c h e s  u n iv e r s a l  m o b i l ism . Th e re fo re  

C o m m u n is m , u n d e r  th e  a s p e c t  o f  d ia le c t ic a l  m a te r ia li s m , is 

fa lse .

M a jo r .—  A c c o rd in g  to  u n iv e r s a l  m o b i l is m , e v e r y th in g  is 

c h a n g in g . B u t  th e  p r o p o s i t io n :  e v e r y th in g  is c h a n g in g ,  i .e .,  

e v e r y th in g  is m o v e m e n t , m e a n s :  m otion is  m o tion , w h ic h  is 

m e re  t a u to lo g y ;  o r  i t  m e a n s :  m otion  changes in to  som eth ing 

else, w h ic h  is a  d e n ia l  o f u n iv e r s a l  m o b i l is m , fo r , i f  mo t io n  

c h a n g e s  in to  s o m e th in g  o th e r  t h a n  i ts e l f ,  i t  is  n o  lo n g e r  m o t io n .  

T h e re fo re .

T h e  m in o r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  a l r e a d y  sa id .

2 °  A  t h e o r y  w h ic h  te a c h e s  t h a t  k n o w le d g e  is o b je c t iv e  a n d  

a t  t h e  sa m e  t im e  d e n ie s  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f d e te r m in a te  n a tu r e s  is 

fa lse . B u t  C o m m u n is m , u n d e r  th e  a s p e c t o f d ia le c t i ca l  m a 

te r ia l i s m , is  a  t h e o r y  w h ic h  te a c h e s  t h a t  k n o w le d g e is  o b je c t iv e  

a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  d e n ie s  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f d e te r min a te  n a 

tu r e s .  T h e re fo re  C o m m u n is m , u n d e r  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  d iale c t ic a l  

m a te r ia l i s m , is fa lse .

M a jo r .—  I f  d e te r m in a te  n a tu r e s  d o  n o t  e x is t ,  m a n  is  n o t  

m a n ,  th e  p r o d u c e r  is  n o t  a  p r o d u c e r ,  a n d  b e in g  is no t  b e in g : 

t h u s  t h e  p r in c ip le  o f c o n t r a d ic t i o n  is d e n ie d , a n d  a l l  o b je c t iv e  

a n d  c e r ta in  k n o w le d g e  b e c o m e s  im p o ss ib le .
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T h e  m in o r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n .

3 °  A  t h e o r y  w h ic h  h o ld s  t h a t  n a tu r a l ,  i .e .,  s p a t io -te m p o r a l ,  

b e in g  is  a  c o m p o u n d  o f  c o n t r a d ic to r y  p r in c ip le s  is  fa lse . B u t  

C o m m u n is m , u n d e r  th e  a s p e c t  o f  d ia le c t ic a l  m a te r ia li s m , h o ld s  

t h a t  n a t u r a l  b e in g  o r  n a t u r e  is  a  c o m p o u n d  o f  c o n t ra d ic to r y  

p r in c ip le s .  T h e re fo re  C o m m u n is m , u n d e r  t h e  a s p e c t  of d ia 

le c t ic a l  m a te r ia l i s m , is  fa lse .

M a jo r .—  T h e  p r in c ip le s  o f n a t u r a l  b e in g  in  t h e  s t a t e  o f 

b e c o m in g , i .e .,  t h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  g e n e r a t io n ,  a r e  p r iva tion , f i r s t 

m atter, a n d  fo rm . P r i v a t i o n  is  o p p o s e d  p r i v a t i v e l y ,  b u t  n o t  

c o n t r a d ic to r i l y ,  to  fo rm , b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  th e  s a m e  su b je c t  a s  fo r m , 

i .e .,  f i r s t  m a t t e r ;  a l th o u g h  f i r s t  m a t t e r  w i th o u t  fo r m  is  o p p o s e d  

t o  fo rm , f i r s t  m a t te r s  o f i ts e l f  is  n o t  in  o p p o s i t io n  t o  fo rm , b e 

c a u s e  fo rm  is  t h e  p e r fe c t io n  to  w h ic h  i t  t e n d s ,  a n d n o th in g  h a s  

a n  in c l in a t io n  t o  i t s  o p p o s i te . T h e r e f o r e  n a t u r a l ,  i .e ., s p a t io -  

te m p o r a l ,  b e in g  is  n o t  a  c o m p o u n d  o f o p p o s i te  p r in cip le s  (C f . n . 

2 1 9 ).

T h e  m in o r is  c le a r  f r o m  th e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n .

T h ird  p a r t . —  C om m u n ism , und er  the aspect o f  h is to r ica l 

m ate r ia lism , is  fa ls e.—  1 ° A  t h e o r y  w h ic h  te a c h e s  t h a t  m a n  

is  e s s e n t ia l l y  a n d  sp e c i f ic a l ly  a  p r o d u c e r  is  fa ls e. B u t  C o m 

m u n is m , u n d e r  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  h is to r ic a l  m a te r ia l i s m , te a c h e s  

t h a t  m a n  is  e s s e n t ia l l y  a n d  sp e c i f ic a l ly  a  p r o d u c e r.  T h e re fo re  

C o m m u n is m , u n d e r  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  h is to r ic a l  m a te r ia l is m , is 

fa lse .

M a jo r .—  M a n  p ro d u c e s  t h e  i n s t r u m e n ts  o f  p r o d u c t io n  a n d  

t h e  th in g s  n e c e s s a ry  o r  u se fu l  f o r  h is  e x is te n c e ,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  

h e  m a k e s  u s e  o f  e x te r n a l  th in g s ,  i .e .,  m a te r ia l  g o od s , a n d  d is 

p o se s  o f th e m . B u t  m a n  m a k e s  u s e  o f  m a te r ia l  g o o d s  a n d  d is 

p o se s  o f  th e m  b y  a n  a c t  o f h is  o w n  o v e r  w h ic h  h e  h as  d o m in io n , 

i .e . ,  d o m in a t i v e  p o w e r . I n  o th e r  w o rd s , m a n  m a k e s  use  o f 

m a te r ia l  g o o d s  a n d  d is p o se s  o f  th e m ,  b e c a u s e  h e  is  e n d o w e d  

w i th  l i b e r ty ,  w h ic h  h a s  i t s  r o o ts  in  r e a s o n . T h e r e fo r e  m a n  is  

n o t  e s s e n t ia l ly  a n d  sp e c i f ic a l ly  a  p r o d u c e r ,  b u t  h e is  e s s e n t ia l l y  

a n d  sp e c i f ic a l ly  a  ra tiona l an im a l.
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2 °  P r o d u c t i o n  is n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a  so c ia l  f u n c t io n , b u t  o n e  

w h ic h  p r im a r i l y  b e lo n g s  t o  p r i v a te  a c t i v i t y  a n d  p e rs o n a l f r e e 

d o m . M o re o v e r , u n io n  in  p r o d u c t io n  is n o t  u n io n  in  p o l i t i c a l  

s o c ie ty , b u t  u n io n  in  a  p r i v a te  s o c ie ty .  H e n c e  C o m mu n is m , 

w h ic h  te a c h e s  t h a t  p r o d u c t io n  is a  socia l o r  po litica lA f u n c t io n ,  

is  fa lse .

3 ° C o m m u n is m , u n d e r  t h e  a s p e c t  o f h is to r ic a l  m a te ria l i s m , 

s t r i p s  m a n  o f  h is  t r u e  l i b e r t y ,  d e s t r o y s  t h e  n o t io n o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  

d e n ie s  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  so u l  a n d  o f Go d , re fu s e s  to  

a d m i t  t h e  n a t u r a l  r i g h t  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  o w n e rs h ip  o f p r o d u c t i v e  

g o o d s , r o b s  m a n  o f  h is  h u m a n  d ig n i ty ,  a n d  re fu s e s  to  a c k n o w l

e d g e  t h a t  t r u e  h a p p in e s s  c o n s is ts  in  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of  t h e  v i r tu e s .  

T h e re fo re  i t  is  fa lse .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. N a m e  a n d  b r ief l y  e x p la in  th r e e  d is t in c t  a s p e c ts  o f  C o m m u n ism .

2 .  E x p la in  t h e  d if f er en ce  b e tw e e n  dia le c t ic a l  m a ter ia li sm  a n d  h is to r ic al  
m a ter ia l is m .

3 . P r o v e  t h a t  m a n  is  n o t  e s s e n t ial l y  a n d  s p e c if ic al l y  a  p ro d u cer .



A R T I C L E  I I

S O C I A L I S M

1150. S ta te m e n t  of th e  q u es t io n .—  1° S o c ia l is m  is 

d iv id e d  in to  tw o  se c t io n s :

a) t h e  m o re  v io le n t  s e c t io n , w h ic h  is C o m m u n is m  (x) , 

w i th  w h ic h  w e d e a l t  in  th e  p re c e d in g  a r t i c le ;

b) th e  m o d e r a te  se c t io n , w h ic h  h a s  r e ta in e d  t h e  n a m e o f 

S o c ia l ism .

I t  is  w i th  th e  m o re  m o d e r a te  se c t io n  o f  S o c ia l is m  th a t  we 

sh a l l  d e a l  in  th e  p r e s e n t  a r t ic le .

2 °  S o c ia l ism  is  m u c h  le ss  ra d ic a l  t h a n  C o m m u n is m , fro m  

w h ic h  i t  is d is t in g u is h e d  in  tw o  w a y s :

a) i t  c o n d e m n s  re c o u rs e  to  p h y s ic a l  fo rc e  f o r  th e  a t ta i n 

m e n t  o f i t s  e n d s ;

b) i t  m i t ig a te s  a n d  m o d e r a te s  to  so m e  e x te n t  c la ss  w ar f a re  

a n d  th e  a b o l i t io n  o f t h e  p r i v a te  o w n e rs h ip  o f  p r o p er t y ,  th o u g h  

i t  d o e s  n o t  r e je c t  th e m  e n t i r e ly .

3 °  S o m e  C a th o l i c s  h a v e  u n w a r r a n ta b l y  w o n d e re d  a b o u t 

t h e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  a  « m id d le  c o u rse  » b e tw e e n  m i t ig a te d  S o 

c ia l ism  a n d  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  C h r is t ia n  t r u t h ,  so  th a t  S o c ia l ism  

c o u ld  b e  m e t ,  a s  i t  w e re , u p o n  c o m m o n  g ro u n d .

F o r , f i r s t , th e y  h a v e  f e l t ,  c la ss  w a r f a re , o n  c o n d i t io n  t h a t  

i t  r e f r a in s  f r o m  e n m i t ie s  a n d  m u tu a l  h a t r e d ,  c a n  g ra d u a l ly  

b e c o m e  a n  h o n e s t  d is c u s s io n  o f  d i f f e re n c e s , w h ic h  is  a  p r in c ip le  

o f  so c ia l r e s to r a t i o n  a n d  p e a c e . 1

(1) O n e se c t io n  o f S o c ia li sm  h a s u n d er g o n e  a p p r o x im a tel y  th e  sa m e 
ch a n g e  th r o u g h  wh ich , as W e h a v e  d esc r ib e d , th e  c a p i ta l is t ic  ec o n o mic  reg im e 
h a s p a ssed ; i t  h a s d eg en er a ted  in to  C o m m u n ism .—  Q u a d ra g es im o  A n n o .
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Second ly, th e  w a r  d e c la re d  u p o n  t h e  o w n e rs h ip  o f  p r i v a te  

p r o p e r ty ,  if  a t t e n u a te d ,  c a n  b e  d i r e c te d  n o t  to w a r ds  th e  a b o l i 

t io n  o f th e  p o sse ss io n  o f  p r o d u c t i v e  g o o d s , i .e .,  th e  m e a n s  o f 

p r o d u c t io n ,  b u t  to w a r d s  t h e  r e s to r a t i o n  o f o rd e r  in so c ie ty , 

n a m e ly , w h e n , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f s o u n d  p h i lo s o p h y , 

c e r ta in  fo rm s  o f p r o p e r t y  a re  r e s e r v e d  to  th e  S ta te,  th e  p r i v a te  

o w n e rs h ip  o f  w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  a t  v a r ia n c e  w i th  th e  c om m o n  

g o o d .

P o p e  P iu s  X I  s e t t l e d  v e r y  d e f in i te ly  a n y  d o u b ts  in  th is  

m a t t e r  b y  so le m n ly  d e c la r in g  t h a t  S o c ia l ism , e v e n  in  i t s  m o re  

m o d e r a te  f o rm , is  i r r e c o n c i la b le  w i th  th e  te a c h in g s o f  C h r i s t i a n 

i t y  O -

1151. S ta te m e n t  of th e  q u es t io n .

T H E S IS .— S o c i a l i s m  i s  u n t e n a b l e .

1 ° M a n  m u s t  l iv e  in  s o c ie ty , in  o rd e r  to  a t t a i n  tem p o r a l  

a n d  e te r n a l  h a p p in e s s . B u t ,  a c c o rd in g  to  S o c ia l ism , m a n ’s 

o n ly  p u rp o s e  in  l i v in g  in  s o c ie ty  is  t h e  a c q u is i t ion  o f  a n  a b u n 

d a n c e  o f te m p o r a l  g o o d s . T h e re fo re .

M a jo r .—  T h e  e n d  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is th e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in es s  

o f th is  l i fe  a s  d i r e c te d  to  e te r n a l  h a p p in e s s .

M in o r .—  F o r  S o c ia l ism , in  d e c la r in g  e v e n  a n  a t t e n u a t e d  

k in d  o f w a r  o n  p r i v a te  o w n e rs h ip , is c o n c e rn e d  o n ly w i th  th e  

a c q u is i t io n  o f a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f m a te r ia l  g o o d s , a n d  th u s  sh o w s  

n o  so l i c i tu d e  e i th e r  fo r  m a n ’s h ig h e r  g o o d s , o r  f o r h is  l i b e r ty .  

F o r  i t  te a c h e s  t h a t  m a n  m u s t  b e  c o m p le te ly  s u b je c t  to  c iv i l  

s o c ie ty , in  o rd e r  t h a t  h e  a c q u i r e  a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  ma te r ia l  

g o o d s .

2 °  S o c ie ty ,  a s  c o n c e iv e d  b y  th e  S o c ia l is t ,  is , o n  th e  o n e  

h a n d ,  im p o s s ib le  a n d  in c o n c e iv a b le  w i th o u t  t h e  u se  o f c o m p u l-  1

(1 ) W h eth er  S oc ia lism  b e  co n s id e r ed  a s a  d o c t r in e , or as a  h is to ric a l  
f a c t ,  o r  a s a  m o v e m e n t,  i f  i t  re a lly  re m a in  S o c ia lism , i t  c a n n o t  b e  b ro u g h t 
in to  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  d o g m a s o f  th e  C a th o lic  C h u rch, e v e n  a f te r  i t  h a s 
y ie ld e d  to  t r u th  a n d  ju s t ic e  in  th e  p o in ts  W e h a v e  m en tio n ed ;  t h e  rea so n 
b e in g  th a t  i t  c o n ce iv e s h u m a n  s o c ie ty  in  a  w a y  u t ter ly  a lie n  to  C h r is t ia n  
t r u th .—  Q u a d ra g esim o A n n o .

1 6
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s io n  o f t h e  m o s t  e x ce ss iv e  k in d ;  a n d ,  o n  t h e  o th e r  h a n d ,  i t  

f o s te is  a  fa ls e  l ib e r ty .  T h e re fo re  S o c ia l is m  is  u n te n a b le .

A n teceden t —  a) Soc ie ty  is  im possib le and  inconceivable 

w ithout the use o f com pu lsion  o f the m ost excessive k in d .—  A c c o rd 

in g  to  S o c ia l ism , th e  p o sse ss io n  o f t h e  g r e a te s t  p oss ib le  a m o u n t  

o f te m p o r a l  g o o d s  is e s te e m e d  so h ig h ly  t h a t  m a n ’s h ig h e r  

g o o d s , n o t  e x c e p t in g  l ib e r ty ,  m u s t  b e  s u b o r d in a te d  a n d  e v e n  

sa c r i f ic e d  t o  t h e  e x ig e n c ie s  o f e f f ic ie n t p r o d u c t ion .

b) Soc iety foste rs a fa lse  liber ty.—  S o c ie ty ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  

S o c ia l is t ic  c o n c e p t io n  o f i t ,  is  b a s e d  so le ly  o n  tem p o r a l  a n d  m a 

te r ia l  a d v a n ta g e s .  F r o m  th is  i t  fo l lo w s  t h a t  n e i t h er  so c ie ty  

n o r  i t s  m e m b e rs  a r e  s u b je c t  to  G o d , t h e  w e l ls p r in g  o f a l l  a u 

th o r i t y .  I n  o th e r  w o rd s . S o c ia l ism , in  w h ic h  n o  p lac e  is  fo u n d  

f o r  t r u e  so c ia l  a u th o r i t y ,  d e s t r o y s  a l l  a u th o r i t y .

W e  m a y  a d d  t h a t  S o c ia l ism  c a n n o t ,  in  v i r t u e  o f i ts  

p r in c ip le s , a b o l i s h  c la s s  w e lfa re .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. N a m e  th e  tw o  s e c t io n s  in to  w h ich  S o c ia l is m  is d iv id e d,  a n d  p oin t  ou t  
in  w h a t  t h ey  are d i s t in c t  f rom  ea ch  o th e r .

2. A re w e  ju s t if ie d  in  s ta t in g  th a t  S o c ial i sm  is e n t ir ely  o b liv io u s  o f  m a n ’s 
e te rna l  h a p p in ess ? E x pla in .

3 . Sh o w  w h y  s o c ie ty ,  a s c o n ce iv e d  by  th e  So c ia l is t,  i s  im p o ss ible  an d 
u n th in k a b le  w it h o u t  th e  use  o f co m pu l s io n  o f  t h e  m o s t  e x c e s s iv e  k in d, a n d , 
m o reo v er , w h y  i t  f oste rs  a fals e  l ib e r ty .
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E C O N O M I C  L I B E R A L I S M

1152. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u es t io n .—  1° L ib e ra l i s m  in  

g e n e ra l  is  th e  te a c h in g  o f  th o s e  w h o  a s s e r t  t h e  a b so lu te  a u t o n 

o m y  o f  h u m a n  l i b e r t y ,  a n d  o f in d iv id u a l  l i b e r t y  in  p a r t i c u la r .  

A c c o rd in g  to  t h i s  te a c h in g ,  t h e  m o r a l  la w  a n d  a l l  au t h o r i t y  

h a v e  t h e i r  f o u n d a t io n ,  a s  R o u s s e a u  im a g in e d , in  t h e w ill o f 

m a n ,  so  t h a t  e v e r y  m a n  is  a  la w  u n to  h im se lf .

L ib e ra l is m  is  d iv id e d  in to  re l ig io u s  l ib e ra l i s m , p ol i t i c a l  

l ib e ra l i s m , a n d  e c o n o m ic  l ib e ra l is m .

R e l ig io u s  l i b e ra l is m  c la im s  t h a t  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  co m p le te ly  

in d e p e n d e n t  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a n d  re l ig io n .

P o l i t i c a l  l i b e ra l i s m  te a c h e s  t h a t  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  co m e s  f r o m  

th e  p e o p le , a n d  m a y  b e  e x e rc is e d  o n ly  in  th e  n a m e  of  a n d  b y  th e  

p e o p le .

E c o n o m ic  l ib e ra l is m  p r o c la im s  th e  a b s o lu te  a u to n o m y o f 

in d iv id u a l  l i b e r t y  in  e c o n o m ic , c o m m e rc ia l ,  a n d  in du s t r i a l  l i fe .

I t  is  w i th  e c o n o m ic  l ib e ra l i s m  t h a t  w e a r e  c o n c e rn ed  in  

t h i s  a r t ic le .

2 °  E c o n o m ic  l ib e ra l i s m  m a in ta in s  t h a t  th e  c o n t r o l  of m a 

te r ia l  g o o d s  is a  s t r i c t l y  p r i v a te ,  p e rs o n a l ,  a n d  in d iv id u a l  r ig h t .  

I t s  f u n d a m e n ta l  p r in c ip le s  a r e  t h e  fo l lo w in g :

a) P r i v a t e  u t i l i t y  is th e  c h ie f  a n d  a lm o s t  th e  s o le 'st im u lu s  

o f  e c o n o m ic  l i f e , a n d  e s p e c ia l l y  o f p r o d u c t io n ,  f o r i t  is  t h e  i n d i 

v id u a l  w h o  c a n  b e s t  se e k , k n o w , a n d  p r o m o te  h is  o w n in te r e s t s  

o r  u t i l i t y .

b) T h e re fo re , in  e c o n o m ic  l i fe , p r i v a te  l i b e r t y  m u s t b e  

s t r i c t l y  s a f e g u a rd e d . H e n c e  t h e  S t a t e ’s  o n ly  f u n c t io n  in  e c o n o m 

ic  m a t te r s  c o n s is ts  in  th e  p r o te c t i o n  o f  p r i v a te  r ig h ts ;  a n d  i t



4 5 4 P O L I T I C S

m u s t  a b s ta in  f r o m  a l l  p o s i t iv e  i n te r v e n t io n  in  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f 

t h e  e c o n o m ic  p ro b le m s  o f so c ie ty  ( S ta te  p o lic e  o r  nig h t  w a tc h 

m e n ) .

M o re o v e r ,  a l l  a ss o c ia t io n s ,  e sp e c ia l l y  w o r k m e n ’s a ss o c ia 

t io n s , s h o u ld  b e  a b o l i s h e d , b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  a  r e s tr a i n t  o n  in d i

v id u a l  l ib e r ty .

c) E c o n o m ic  l ife  s h o u ld  b e  g o v e rn e d  b y  f re e  c o m p e t i t io n .  

I n  o th e r  w o rd s ,  t h e  f i r s t  la w  o f e c o n o m ic  a c t i v i t y  is  f r e e  c o m p e 

t i t i o n ,  i .e .,  the fr e e  p la y  o f  econom ic in d iv id u a li ties  seeking , by 

a n y  la w fu l m eans, the greatest possib le advantages, respecting  at 

the sam e tim e, o f course, the equal r igh ts o f others to do the sam e.

d) T h e  c o n se q u e n c e  o f f re e  c o m p e t i t io n  is respon sib il ity  ; 

a n d  h e n c e  e a c h  o n e  n o t  o n ly  m u s t  p io v id e  f o r  h is  o wn  n e e d s  

e n t i r e ly  th r o u g h  h is  o w n  in i t i a t i v e  a n d  in d u s t r y ,  bu t  b e c o m e s  

so le ly  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  t h e  h a p p in e s s  o r  u n h a p p in e s s t h a t  m a y  

b e  h is  0 ) .

1153. H isto r ica l s k e tc h .—  1° I n  t h e  e ig h te e n th  c e n 

t u r y ,  t h e  p h y s io c r a ts  p ro c la im e d  th e  p r in c ip le  o f ab s o lu te  l ib e r ty  

f o r  a l l  h u m a n  a c t i v i t ie s .  H e n c e  th e y  h e ld  t h a t  a l l  o r  a lm o s t 

a l l  i n te r v e n t io n  o n  th e  p a r t  o f t h e  S ta te  s h o u ld  b e a b o l i s h e d , 

a n d  a d v o c a te d  t h a t  a l l  p h a se s  o f  e c o n o m ic  l i fe  s h o uld  b e  c o n 

d u c te d  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  th e  fo rce s  o r  la w s  o f n a tu r e ,  a n d  

so le ly  u n d e r  th e  d ic a te s  o f h u m a n  sen se .

2 °  A d a m  S m i th  (1 7 2 3 -1 7 9 0 ) s y s te m a t ic a l l y  a n d  sc ie n ti f i 

c a l l y  a p p l ie d  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  a b s o lu te  o r  a lm o s t  ab s o lu te  l ib e r ty  

to  so c ia l  e c o n o m ic s  in  p a r t i c u la r .  H e n c e  h e  is c o n sid e re d  to  

b e  f a th e r  a n d  f r a m e r  o f  e c o n o m ic  L ib e ra l is m .

3 °  A d a m  S m i th ’s te a c h in g s  w e re  a d o p te d  a n d  c h a n g e d  to  

so m e  sm a l l  e x te n t  b y  D a v id  R ic a rd o  (1 8 0 4 -1 8 6 3 ) a n d  J o h n  

B r ig h t  (1 8 1 1 -1 8 5 0 ) , w h o , w i th  t h e  a s s is ta n c e  o f t h ei r  m u tu a l  

f r ie n d  R o b e r t  P e e l  (1 7 8 8 -1 8 5 0 ) , su c c e e d e d  in  h a v in g th e  B r i t i s h  

P a r l i a m e n t  v o te  fo r  f r e e d o m  in  b o th  n a t io n a l  a n d  inte r n a t io n -  1

(1 ) F o r  b y  a n  in ex o r a b le  ec o n o m ic  la w , i t  w a s h e ld , a ll a c c u m u la t io n  o f 
r ich es m u st  fa ll to  th e  sh a re  o f  t h e  w e a lt h y , w h ile th e  w o rk in g m a n  m u st  rem a in 
p e r p e tu a lly  in  in d ig en ce  or red u ce d  to  t h e  m in im u m  n ee d ed  fo r  ex is te n c e ,— 
(Q uadragesim o £nri,o ,
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a l  t r a d e ,  a n d  a lso  b y  J .  B . S a y  (1 7 6 7 -1 8 3 2 ), F r e d e ric  B a s t i a t  

(1 8 0 1 -1 8 5 0 ), d e  M o l in a r i  (1 8 1 9 -1 9 1 2 ), M ic h e l  C h e v a lie r  (1 8 0 6 - 

1 8 7 8 ), e tc .

4 °  I n  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  a nd  e sp e c i

a l l y  a f t e r  th e  p u b l i c a t io n  o f  t h e  E n c y c l ic a l  L e t t e r R e ru m  N o 

va rum in  1 891 , c e r ta in  w r i te r s  b e g a n  to  a d v o c a te  a  m o re  m o 

d e r a te  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  t h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  e c o n o m ic  L ib e ra l is m . 

P r o m in e n t  a m o n g  th e s e  w r i te r s  w e re  th e  fo l lo w in g : in  F r a n c e ,  

P a u l  L e ro y - B e a u l ie u  (1 8 4 3 -1 9 1 6 ), C a u v è s  (1 8 4 3 -1 9 1 2 ), a n d  

C h a r le s  G id e  (1 8 4 7 -1 9 3 2 ) ; in  I t a l y ,  L u z z a t i  (1 8 4 1 -19 2 7 ) , M a r c o  

M in g h e t t i  (1 8 1 8 -1 8 8 6 ), a n d  L u ig i  C o ssa  (1 8 3 1 -1 8 9 6 ) ; in  G e r 

m a n y ,  K a r l  H e in r ic h  R a u  (1 7 9 2 -1 8 7 0 ) ;  in  B e lg iu m , E m. L a -  

v e ly , (1 8 2 2 -1 8 9 2 ), e tc .

1154. S ta te m e n t  of th e  th es is .

T H E S IS .—  E c o n o m i c  l i b e r a l i s m  i s  i n a d m i s s i b l e .

1 0 A  d o c t r in e  w h ic h  ig n o re s  m a n ’s n a t u r a l  s o c ia b i l it y  a n d  

w h ic h  is  s u b v e r s iv e  o f t h e  v e r y  n o t io n  o f  c iv i l  so cie ty  is  i n a d 

m iss ib le . B u t  e c o n o m ic  L ib e ra l is m  ig n o re s  m a n ’s n a tu r a l  

s o c ia b i l i t y  a n d  is s u b v e r s iv e  o f  t h e  v e r y  n o t io n  o f c iv i l  so c ie ty .  

T h e re fo re  e c o n o m ic  L ib e ra l is m  is in a d m is s ib le .

T h e  m ajor is  e v id e n t  f r o m  w h a t  w e  h a v e  a lr e a d y  sa id , a n d  

a lso  f r o m  i t s  v e r y  te rm s .

M in o r .—  a) E conom ic  L ibe ra lism  ignores m a n 's  na tu ra l 

so c iab il ity .—  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  o r d e r  o f  n a tu r e ,  m e n  a r e  d e s t in ed ,  

b e c a u s e  o f t h e i r  n e e d s  a s  in d iv id u a ls ,  t o  l iv e  in  so c ie ty , in  o rd e r  

t h a t  t h e y  m a y  m u tu a l l y  a s s is t  o n e  a n o th e r  in th e  p ur s u i t  o f t h e  

te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f  th is  l i fe . B u t ,  a c c o rd in g  to  e c o n o m ic  

L ib e ra l i s m , m e n  s h o u ld  n o t  r e n d e r  a s s is ta n c e  t o  o n e a n o th e r ,  

b u t ,  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e  la w  o f f r e e  c o m p e t i t io n,  t h e  h ig h ly  

sk i l le d  a n d  ta le n te d  s h o u ld  s u r p a s s  a n d  o v e rc o m e  the  w e a k , 

a n d  h e n c e  so m e  m a y  a c q u i r e  m a te r ia l  g o o d s  in  v e r y  gr e a t  

a b u n d a n c e ,  w h e re a s  m a n y  o th e r s  m u s t  l iv e  in  in d ig e nc e .  

T h e re fo re .
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b) E conom ic  L ibe ra lism  is  subversive o f  the very notion o f 

civ il soc ie ty.—  C iv i l  s o c ie ty  is a  h e te r o g e n e o u s  s o c ie ty , a n d  in 

i t  th e  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  s h o u ld  d i r e c t  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of  a l l  i n d iv id u a l  

c i t iz e n s  to  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d , n o t  o n ly  n e g a t iv e ly ,  by  re m o v in g  

o b s ta c le s  to  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d , b u t  p o s i t i v e ly ,  b y  s tim u la t in g  

p r i v a te  a c t i v i t y ,  b y  s u p p ly in g  i t  w h e re  i t  is  la c k in g , a n d  b y  

o v e rs e e in g  a n d  d i r e c t in g  i t ,  a s  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  p e r m it  a n d  n e 

c e s s i ty  d e m a n d s . B u t  e c o n o m ic  L ib e ra l is m  te a c h e s  t ha t  th e  

S ta te ,  i .e .,  t h e  c iv i l  a u th o r i t y ,  s h o u ld  r e f r a in  f ro m  a l l  p o s i t iv e  

in te r v e n t io n  in  th e  e c o n o m ic  l i fe  o f  i t s  c i t iz e n s .  T h e re fo re .

2 °  S in c e  e c o n o m ic  L ib e ra l i s m  h o ld s  t h a t  f r e e  c o m p e ti t io n  

is  th e  s u p re m e  la w  o f e c o n o m ic  a c t i v i t y ,  i t  d e n ie s  th e  so c ia l 

a s p e c t  o f  p r i v a te  p r o p e r t y  a n d  o f  la b o r ,  a n d  d e n ie s o r  ig n o re s  

t h e  e x is te n c e  o f e i th e r  le g a l  o r  d i s t r i b u t i v e  j u s t ic e ;  in  a  w o rd , i t  

re fu s e s  to  re c o g n iz e  th e  s u b je c t io n  o f  e c o n o m ic  a c ti v i t y  t o  th e  

m o ra l  la w . M o re o v e r , e c o n o m ic  L ib e r a l is m  e n ta i l s  d is a s t r o u s  

c o n s e q u e n c e s : in c re a s e d  h a r d s h ip s  a n d  p o v e r t y  f o r  th e  w a g e 

e a r n in g  c la ss , i .e ., f o r  t h e  w o rk in g m a n , e c o n o m ic  di c ta to r s h ip  

w h ic h  e n s la v e s  c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  m a k e s  i t  t h e  d o ci le  i n s t r u 

m e n t  o f  th e  p a ss io n s  a n d  a m b i t io n s  o f  a  fe w  m e n  o f g r e a t  w e a lth ,  

o r , a s  i t  is  s a id , o f t h e  v e s te d  in te r e s t s ;  e c o n o m ic  n a t io n a l is m , 

o r  e v e n ,  in  th e  o th e r  e x t re m e , in te r n a t io n a l i s m ,  i .e , i n t e r n a 

t io n a l  im p e r ia l is m , w h o se  g u id in g  p r in c ip le  m a y  b e  s ta t e d  t h u s :  

t h e  c o u n t r y  w h ic h  o f fe rs  t h e  g r e a te s t  a d v a n ta g e s  t o m e  is m y  

f a th e r la n d .  F in a l l y ,  e c o n o m ic  L ib e ra l i s m  p r e p a r e s  th e  w a y  fo r  

c la ss  w a r f a re ,  S o c ia l ism , a n d  C o m m u n is m . A s a n  e c o no m ic  

d o c t r in e ,  i t  c o n t r a d ic t s  i ts e l f ,  fo r , in  o rd e r  to  sa f e g u a r d  l i b e r t y ,  

i t  re fu s e s  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  o rg a n iz in g  a s s o c ia t io n s .  T h e re fo re  

e c o n o m ic  L ib e ra l i s m  is e n t i r e ly  in a d m is s ib le .

P O IN T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. D is t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  rel ig io u s, p ol i t ic a l ,  a n d  ec o n o mic  L ib e ra l ism .

2 . S ta te  t h e  te a c h in g  o f  ec o n o m ic  L ib e ral i sm , a n d  sh o w  w hy  i t  ig n o re s 
m a n ’s n a tu ra l  s o c ia b il i t y  a nd  is su b v e r s iv e  o f  t h e  v e ry  n o t io n  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty .



B O O K  I I I

R ela t ions b e tw een  societies

P ro lo gu e.—  I n  th is  b o o k , w e  s h a l l  d is c u s s  t h e  r e la t io n s  

b e tw e e n  c iv i l  so c ie t ie s , a n d  a lso  t h e  re la t io n s  b e tw e e n  c iv i l  

s o c ie ty  a n d  th e  C h u rc h .

H e n c e  th e re  w il l b e  tw o  c h a p te r s  in  th is  b o o k .

C h a p te r  I .  R e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  c iv i l  so c ie t ie s .

C h a p te r  I I .  R e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  a n d  th e 

C h u rc h .



C H A P T E R  I

R E L A T IO N S  B E T W E E N  C IV IL  S O C IE T IE S

P ro lo g u e .—  I n  t h e  f i r s t  c h a p te r ,  w e  s h a l l  d e a l  w i th  i n t e r 

n a t io n a l  la w , i n te r n a t io n a l  s o c ie ty , a n d  w a r . H e n c e th e r e  w il l 

b e  th r e e  a r t ic le s  in  th i s  c h a p te r .

In te r n a t io n a l  la w
S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  q u est io n  
T h es is :  T h er e  e x is ts  a n  in te r n a t io n al  la w  

d er iv ed  f rom  t h e  n a tura l law

I n te r n a t io n a l  so c ie ty

W ar

;
 S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  q u est io n  
T h e s is :  I n te r n a t io n a l  s o c ie ty  is  fo u n d e d  in 

n a tu r e , a n d  is d ir e c ted  to  t h e  good 
1 o f a ll n a t i o ns

f
 S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  q u e st io n 
O p in io n s

T h es is :  W ar, b o th  d e fe ns iv e  an d  o ffe n s ive , 
[ is  la w fu l u n d er  c e r ta in  co n d it io n s
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L  L A W

1155. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u es t io n .—  1° I n t e r n a t i o n a l

la w  is  t h a t  b o d y  o f  la w s  w h ic h  d e te r m in e s  t h e  re la tio n s  o f  c iv i l  

so c ie t ie s  t o  o n e  a n o th e r .

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  la w  m a y  b e  p r i v a t e  o r  p u b l ic .

P r i v a t e  i n te r n a t io n a l  la w  r e g u la te s  t h e  re la t io n s  be tw e e n  

t h e  c i t iz e n s  o f d i f f e r e n t S ta te s .

P u b l i c  in te r n a t io n a l  la w  r e g u la te s  t h e  re la t io n s  b etw e e n  

d i f f e re n t S ta te s  a s  s u c h , i .e .,  a s  m o r a l  p e rs o n s .

T h e  e x is te n c e  o f  p r i v a te  i n te r n a t i o n a l  la w  is  e v id en t ,  f o r  

j u s t i c e  re q u i re s  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  b e  g iv e n  h is  d u e , w ith o u t  m a k 

in g  a n y  d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  c o m p a t r i o t s  a n d  a l ie n s .

H e n c e  w e  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  p u b l i c  i n te r n a t io n a l  law  in  

t h e  th e s is .

2  ° T h e  re q u is i te s  f o r  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  p u b l i c  i nte r n a t io n a l  

la w  a re  tw o  in  n u m b e r  :

a) a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  m u tu a l l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  S ta te s  w h ic h ,  a s  

m o ra l  p e rs o n s ,  h a v e  r e la t io n s  to  o n e  a n o th e r ;

b) th e  u n i t y  o f a l l  m a n k in d  in  r e la t i o n  t o  so m e  c o m mo n  

g o o d : f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  la w  is  a n  o rd in a n c e  o f  re a so n  f o r  th e  

c o m m o n  g o o d  o f  m a n y  S ta te s ,  i .e . ,  o f t h e  h u m a n  ra c e.

3  0 M a n y  m o d e rn  e c o n o m is ts ,  d e n y in g ,  a t  le a s t  in  p ra c t i c e ,  

t h e  e x is te n c e  o f t h e  n a t u r a l  la w , m a in ta i n  t h a t  i n te r n a t io n a l  

la w  is  d e r iv e d  e i th e r  f r o m  t h e  c o m m o n  e x p re ss  c o n s en t  o f  c iv i l 

i z e d  n a t io n s ,  o r  f r o m  th e  e n a c tm e n t  o f  o th e r  ru le s  a c c e p te d  o n  

t h e  u n iv e r s a l  c o n v ic t io n  o f t h e  c iv i l i z e d  w o r ld , a cc o rd in g  t o  th e  

p r in c ip le :  p a c ts  m u s t  b e  r e s p e c te d  a n d  o b s e r v e d .

1 7
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W e  m a in ta in  t h a t  in te r n a t io n a l  la w  n o t  o n ly  e x is ts , b u t  

is d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  n a tu r a l  la w .

1156. S ta te m e n t  of th e  th es is .

T H E S IS .—  T h e r e  e x i s t s  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w

D E R I V E D  F R O M  T H E  N A T U R A L  L A W .

T h e r e  e x is ts  a n  in te r n a t i o n a l  la w  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  n a t u r a l  

la w  if t h e r e  e x is t  c o n c lu s io n s  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  wh ic h  d e te r m in e  

t h e  m u tu a l  r e la t io n s  o f S ta te s ,  a n d  w h ic h  h a v e  t h e  c h a r a c te r i s 

t i c s  o f  t r u e  la w s . B u t  th e r e  e x is t  c o n c lu s io n s  o f th e  n a t u r a l  

la w  w h ic h  d e te r m in e  th e  m u tu a l  r e la t io n s  o f  S ta te s , a n d  w h ic h  

h a v e  th e  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  t r u e  la w s . T h e r e f o r e  t he r e  e x is ts  a n  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  la w  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  n a t u r a l  la w .

T h e  m ajo r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  i t s  v e r y  te r m s ,  f o r  la w s  w h ic h  

a r e  c o n c lu s io n s  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w  a re  p r in c ip le s  wh ic h  h a v e  

t h e i r  fo r c e  f r o m , a n d  a r e  j u s t  a s  in v io la b le  a s ,  t he  n a t u r a l  la w  

i tse l f .

M in o r .—  a) There ex is t conclus ions o f the n a tu ra l law  w hich 

determ ine  the m u tu a l re la tions o f  S ta tes.—  T h e s e  c o n c lu s io n s  a re  

o f  tw o  o rd e rs :

f i r s t , c o n c lu s io n s  n e c e s s a r i l y  d e r iv in g  f r o m  t h e  n a tu r a l  

la w  w h ic h  p la c e  c o m m u n it ie s  u n d e r  o b l ig a t io n  t o  a c t a c c o rd in g  

to  th e  d i c ta te s  o f r e a s o n ;  v .g .,  a g r e e m e n ts  m u s t  b e r e s p e c te d  

a n d  o b s e r v e d ;  th e  k i l l in g  o f t h e  i n n o c e n t  is  u n la w fu l ;  i t  is u n 

la w fu l  to  w a g e  w a r  w i th o u t  a  j u s t  c a u s e ;

secondly, c o n c lu s io n s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a n n e x e d  to  p r in c ip le s  

o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  la w , b u t  m a n i f e s te d  b y  c u s to m  (x).

b) These conclus ions o f the na tu ra l law  have the characteris

tics o f  true  law s.—  T h e y  a r e  o rd in a n c e s  o f  re a s o n ,  b e c a u s e  th e y  

a re  c o n c lu s io n s  w h ic h  a r e  la w fu l l y  d e d u c e d  f r o m  th e n a tu r a l  

la w ;  th e y  a r e  in  th e  in te r e s t  o f t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f r a t i o n a l  

b e in g s  a s  s u c h ;  t h e y  d e r iv e  f r o m  a  s u p e r io r ,  b e c a u se  t h e y  a re  1

(1 ) I - I I ,  q . 9 7 , a . 3 .
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d e r iv e d ,  a t  l e a s t  in  t h e i r  p r in c ip le s , f r o m  n a t u r a l r e a s o n , a n d  

th e r e f o r e  f r o m  G o d , t h e  a u t h o r  o f n a tu r e ,  a n d ,  in  co n se q u e n c e , 

im p o s e  a n  o b l ig a t io n .

H e n c e  a l l  th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f a  t r u e  la w  a r e  v e r i f ie d in  th e s e  

c o n c lu s io n s .

P O I N T S  F O R  R E V IE W

1. D e f in e  in te r n a t io n al  la w  in  g en er a l;  a n d  di s t in g u is h  b e tw e en  p u bl ic  
a n d  p r iv a t e  in ter n a t io n a l la w .

2 . S ta te  th e  re q u is ite s  fo r  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f  p u bl ic  in te r n a t io n a l la w .



A R T I C L E  I I

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S O C I E T Y

1157. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u es t io n .—  1° I n t e r n a t i o n a l

s o c ie ty  is  d e f in e d  : a society w h ich com prises a ll S ta tes, a n d  d i

rects them  to the ir  com m on good, i.e ., to the com m on good o f a ll 

m a n k in d .

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o c ie ty  n e i th e r  a b s o r b s  n o r  a b o l i s h e s S ta te s ,  

b u t  le a v e s  t h e m  th e i r  in d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  a u to n o m y  in  t h e i r  

o w n  o rd e r .

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o c ie ty , a s  d i r e c t in g  a l l  S ta te s  to  th e  c o m m o n  

g o o d  o f m a n k in d ,  m u s t  p o sse ss  t r u e  a u t h o r i t y ,  s u p e rio r  t o  th e  

a u t h o r i t y  o f  a n y  in d iv id u a l  S ta te s .

T h e  s u b je c t  o f  th is  a u t h o r i t y  m u s t  b e  d e te r m in e d  b y m a n ,  

j u s t  a s  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  i n te r na t io n a l  so 

c ie ty  m u s t  b e  d e te r m in e d  b y  h im .

2 °  A ll w h o  d e n y  t h e  sp ec if ic  u n i t y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  r a ce  c o n 

c e iv e  in te r n a t i o n a l  s o c ie ty  a s  u n la w fu l  a n d  im p o ss ib le .

M o re o v e r ,  a l l  w h o  c o n s id e r  t h e  S ta te  a s  t h e  so u rc e  o f  a l l  

r ig h ts ,  in  d o in g  so , d e n y  t h a t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o c ie ty  h a s  i t s  f o u n 

d a t io n  in  n a tu r e .

A g a in , a l l  w h o  c o n c e iv e  a  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty  a s  a b s o lute ly  a u 

to n o m o u s  a n d  in d e p e n d e n t  h o ld  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  c a n n o t b e  s u b 

j e c t  to  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a n  i n te r n a t io n a l  s o c ie ty .

B u t  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  le a r n e d  t h a t  a  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty  is  a  

s o c ie ty  w h ic h  p u r s u e s  a  p e r f e c t  g o o d , i .e .,  t h e  fu ln e s s  o f  h a p p i 

n e ss  in  l i fe .

H e n c e  w e  te a c h  t h a t  in te r n a t io n a l  s o c ie ty  is  f o u n d ed  in  

n a tu r e ,  a n d  is  d i r e c te d  t o  t h e  g o o d  o f  a ll  c iv i l  soc ie t ie s , i .e .,  o f 

a l l  S ta te s  o r  n a t io n s .



R E L A T I O N S  B E T W E E N  S O C I E T I E S 4 6 3

1168. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th es is .

T H E S IS .—  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  i s  f o u n d e d  i n

N A T U R E ,  A N D  I S  D I R E C T E D  T O  T H E  

G O O D  O F  A L L  N A T I O N S .

F irs t  p a r t .—  In te rn a tio n a l society is  fo u n d e d  in  n a tu re.—  

I n te r n a t i o n a l  s o c ie ty  is  f o u n d e d  in  n a t u r e  if  a l l  Sta te s  a r e  n a t 

u r a l l y  u n i te d  b y  m u tu a l  m o ra l  a n d  ju r id ic a l  b o n d s , a n d  m u s t  

t e n d  to  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f  a l l  m a n k in d .  B u t  a l l  S tate s  a r e  

n a tu r a l l y  u n i t e d  b y  m u tu a l  m o r a l  a n d  ju r i d ic a l  b o n ds , a n d  m u s t  

t e n d  to  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f  a l l  m a n k in d .  T h e re fo re  0) .

M a jo r .—  I n  th i s  c a se , w e  h a v e  a l l  th e  re q u is i te s  o f  a n  i nt e r 

n a t io n a l  s o c ie ty :  a) t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  a  sp e c if ic  c o m m o n  g o o d ,

i .e .,  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f a l l  m a n k in d ;  b) t h e  ju r i d ic a l  u n io n  

o f a l l  S ta te s  f o r  th e  p u r s u i t  o f t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f t h e  w h o le  

h u m a n  ra c e .

M in o r .— a) A l l  S ta tes are u n ite d  by m u tu a l m ora l and ju r id 

ica l bonds.—  T h is  is so  b e c a u s e , a s  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  p r o v e d ,  

i n te r n a t io n a l  la w  e x is ts .

b) A l l  S ta tes m u st tend  to the com m on good o f a ll ma n k in d . 

M a n k in d ,  i .e ., th e  h u m a n  ra c e , h a s  u n i t y  o f  o r ig in , u n i t y  o f  n a 

tu r e ,  a n d  u n i t y  o f  t e r r i t o r y  o r  h a b i t a t i o n ,  w h ic h  is t h e  w h o le  

w o r ld . H e n c e  a l l  m e n , a l l  g ro u p s  o r  c o m m u n i t ie s  o f m e n , a n d  

a l l  S ta te s  m u s t  t e n d  to  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f  a ll  m a n kin d .

S eco n d  p a r t .—  In te rn a tio n a l society is  directed to the com 

m on  good o f  a ll na t ion s, i .e .,  o f  a ll S ta tes .— • 1 °  I n te r n a t i o n a l  

s o c ie ty  le a v e s  e a c h  S t a t e  i t s  a u to n o m y  in  i t s  o w n  ord e r ,  a n d  

d i r e c ts  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f  e a c h  S ta te  t o  a  m o re  p e rf e c t  c o m 

m o n  g o o d , w h ic h  is  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f  a l l  n a t io n s .  1

(1 ) A  d is p o s it io n, in  fa c t ,  o f  t h e  div in e l y -s a n c t io n e d  n a tu ral  o rd er  
d iv id e s  th e  h u m a n  ra ce  in to  so c ial  g rou p s, n a t io n s  or  S ta te s , w h ich  a re  m u 
tu a l ly  in d e p e n d e n t  in  o rg a n iz a t io n  a n d  in  th e  d ir e ct io n  o f  t h e ir  in te r n a l l i f e .  
B u t  fo r  a ll t h a t ,  th e  h u m a n  ra ce  is b o u n d  to g e th e r  b y  re c ip ro ca l t ie s ,  m o ra l 
a n d  ju r id ica l, in to  a  g r ea t c o m m o n w e a lth  d ir e c ted  to  th e  g o o d  o f  a ll  n a t io n s 
a n d  ru led  b y  sp ec ia l  la w s w h ich  p r o te c t  i t s  u n i t y  an d  p ro m o te  it s  p ro sp er ity :—  
P iu s  X I I ,  S u m m i P o n t if ica tu s, n . 6 5 .
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2 ° I n te r n a t i o n a l  s o c ie ty  f o s te r s  p e a c e  a n d  h a r m o n y a m o n g  

n a t io n s ,  b e c a u s e  th e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  in te r n a t io n a l  la w  b e lo n g s  to  

a  s u p e r io r  a u th o r i t y ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  law s  g o v e rn in g  

t h e  re la t io n s  b e tw e e n  in d iv id u a l  p e rs o n s  is  r e s e r v ed  to  t h e  p o l i t 

ic a l  a u th o r i t y .  H e n c e  S ta te s  c a n ,  w i th o u t  r e c o u r s e  to  w a r , 

s e t t l e  th e i r  q u a r r e ls  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  p r in c ip le s  of ju s t ic e .
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W A R

1159. s t a t e m e n t  o f th e  q u e s t io n .—  1° W a r  is  d e f in e d : 

the state o f  active ho stil i ty  and  con flic t o f  tw o or m ore n a tio n s  as 

such, waged by fo rce  o f a rm s.

W a r  is  a  state, i .e .,  a  g e n e ra l  s t a t e ,  a s  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  b a t t l e s  

b y  w h ic h  w a r  is w a g e d .

W a r  is a n  a r m e d  c o n f l ic t  b e tw e e n  na tio n s as such, a s  d is 

t i n c t  f r o m  a r m e d  c o n f l ic t  o f  m e n  o f  d i f f e r e n t S ta tes  w h o  d o  n o t  

w a g e  t h e i r  c o n f l ic t  in  th e  n a m e  o f  t h e i r  S ta te s ,  a nd  f r o m  c o n f l ic t  

o f  c i t iz e n s  o f  t h e  s a m e  S t a t e ,—  re b e l l io n ,  i .e .,  c iv il  w a r ,—  

w h ic h  is  im p r o p e r ly  c a l le d  w a r .

2 °  W a r  m a y  b e  offensive o r  defensive.

A n  o f fen s iv e  w a r  is a  w a r  u n d e r ta k e n  t o  r e p a i r  t h e  v io la t io n  

o f  r ig h ts ,  i .e .,  in  r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  h a r m  d o n e  a n d  in p u n is h m e n t  

o f  i n ju r y  in f l ic te d .

A  d e fe n s iv e  w a r  is  a  w a r  u n d e r ta k e n  t o  re p e l  a g g re ss io n .

1160. O p in io n s —  1° T h e r e  a r e  so m e , a s  T o ls to i  a n d  

so -c a l le d  c o n sc ie n t io u s  o b je c to r s ,  w h o  h o ld  t h a t  w ar  is u n j u s t .

2 °  O th e rs  h o ld  t h a t  a l l  w a rs  u s e fu l  t o  t h e  S ta te  a re  j u s t .

3 °  O th e rs  m a in ta in  t h a t  w a r  is  ju s t i f ie d  in  v i r t u e  o f  a  

t a c i t  a g r e e m e n t  b e tw e e n  t h e  b e l l ig e re n ts , in  a s  m u ch  a s  th e y  

h o ld  t h a t  v ic to r y  s e t t le s  q u a r r e ls  a n d  p r o v id e s  t h e s o lu t io n  t o  

q u e s t io n s  o f r ig h ts .

4 °  C a th o l i c s  t e a c h  t h a t  w a r  c a n  s o m e t im e s  b e  j u s t ,  i . e . ,  i s  

j u s t  u n d e r  c e r ta in  c o n d i t io n s , n o t ,  h o w e v e r , in  v i rt u e  o f a  t a c i t
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p a c t  o r  a g r e e m e n t  b e tw e e n  t h e  b e l l ig e r e n ts ,  b u t  b e ca u s e  th e  

n a t u r a l  la w  h a s  p r o v id e d  r ig h ts  w i th  s a n c t io n s  d e s tin e d  to  m a k e  

th e m  r e s p e c te d ,  o r , in  o th e r  w o rd s , in  v i r t u e  o f  v in d ic a t iv e  

ju s t i c e .

1161. S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  th es is .

T H E S IS .— W a r ,  B O T H  D E F E N S I V E  A N D  O F F E N S I V E ,  

I S  L A W F U L  U N D E R  C E R T A I N  C O N D I 

T I O N S .

I t  is  la w fu l  u n d e r  c e r ta in  c o n d i t io n s  f o r  a  S ta te  to  u se  

p h y s ic a l  fo rc e  to  p r e v e n t  o r  t o  a v e n g e  t h e  v io la t ion  o f  r ig h ts .  

B u t  d e fe n s iv e  w a r  is  w a r  u n d e r ta k e n  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  v io la t io n  

o f  r ig h ts ,  a n d  o f fe n s iv e  w a r  is  w a r  u n d e r ta k e n  t o  av e n g e  th e  

v io la t io n  o f  r ig h ts .  T h e re fo re  w a r , b o th  d e fe n s iv e  a n d  o f fen 

s iv e , is  la w fu l  u n d e r  c e r ta in  c o n d i t io n s .

M a jo r .—  C o e rc io n , i .e .,  t h e  u s e  o f  p h y s ic a l  fo r c e ,  is  a  p r o p 

e r t y  o f  r ig h t ,  a n d ,  u n d e r  t h e  c o n d i t io n s  w e h a v e  s ta t e d ,  th e  

e x e rc ise  o f  t h is  c o e rc io n  b e lo n g s  t o  t h e  S ta te ,  f o r t h e r e  is  n o  

h ig h e r  a u t h o r i t y  to  w h ic h  re c o u rs e  is  p o ss ib le .

1162. S c h ol ia .—  1° W a r ,  o b je c t iv e ly  c o n s id e re d , c a n n o t  

b e  j u s t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  b o t h  o f  t h e  o p p o s in g  b e l l ig ere n ts ;  b u t ,  s u b 

j e c t i v e l y  c o n s id e re d , i t  is  p o s s ib le  f o r  e a c h  o f t he  o p p o s in g  

b e l l ig e re n ts  t o  c o n s id e r  i t  j u s t .  B u t  w a r  c a n , b e c au s e  o f d i f 

f e r e n t  m o t iv e s , b e  o b je c t iv e ly  u n j u s t  o n  t h e  p a r t  of b o th  o f  t h e  

b e l l ig e re n t  n a t io n s .

2 °  W a r  m a y  b e  u n d e r ta k e n  a g a in s t  a  S ta te  w h ic h  is  gu i l t y  

o f  so m e  a c t  o f  in ju s t ic e .  B u t  i t  is  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t ha t  th i s  a c t  

o f  in ju s t ic e  b e  m o ra l ly  im p u ta b le ,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  t he  S ta te  

w h ic h  v io la te s  a  r i g h t  is  c o n sc io u s , i .e .,  h a s  s u b je c t i v e  k n o w l

e d g e , o f h a v in g  v io la te d  a  c e r t a i n  r i g h t  o f  a n o th e r n a t io n .  I t  is 

su f f ic ie n t,  a s  t h e y  s a y ,  t h a t  t h e  a c t  o f  in ju s t i c e  b e  ju r id ic a l .

3 °  N o w a d a y s ,  i t  w o u ld  se e m  t h a t  w a r  b e tw e e n  c iv i l i ze d  

n a t i o n s  s h o u ld  b e  a v o id e d , b e c a u s e  t h e  e v i ls  c a u s e d b y  i t  a r e  so 

g r e a t  t h a t  s c a rc e ly  a n y  te m p o r a l  g o o d  c a n  b e  a t t a i ne d  w h ic h  is  

w o r th  t h e  p r ic e  t h a t  m u s t  b e  p a id  f o r  i t  in  w a r .



C H A P T E R  I I

R E L A T IO N S  B E T W E E N  C IV IL  S O C IE T Y  A N D  
T H E  CHURCH

P ro lo g u e .—  T h is  c h a p te r  c o n ta in s  tw o  a r t ic le s ,  t h e  f i r s t  

o f  w h ic h  d e a ls  w i th  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  re l ig io n , a n d  th e s e c o n d  w ith , 

t h e  re la t io n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  C h u rc h .

T h e  S ta te  a n d  re lig io n
S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u est io n  
T h e s is :  T h e  S ta te  is  b o u n d  to  p ro fess  a n d 

to  p r o te c t  t h e  t ru e  re lig io n

R e la t io ns  b e tw e en  th e  S ta te 
a n d  t h e  C hu rch

S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u e st io n 
T h e s is :  T h e  S ta te  is  su b je c t  to  th e  C h u r c h t 

in  th e  ju r id ic a l  ord er , th e  S ta te  i s  
in d i r e c t l y  su b o r d in a te  to  th e  C h u rc b 

S ep a ra t io n  o f  C h u rch  a n d  S ta te 
L ib e r t y  a s co n c e iv e d  by  L ib e ra ls  
T o le r a n c e 
S ch o lia



A R T I C L E  I

T H E  S T A T E  A N D  R E L I G I O N

1163. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  q u es t io n .—  1° W e  a r e  a t

p r e s e n t  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  q u e s t io n  o f t h e  re la t io n o f  c iv i l  

s o c ie ty  a s  su c h , a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  o f  t h e  c iv i l  a u tho r i t y ,  i .e .,  of 

g o v e r n m e n ts ,  to  re l ig io n .

2 °  P o l i t i c a l  o r  S ta te  a th e is m  te a c h e s  t h a t  th e  S ta te  s h o u ld  

t a k e  n o  in te r e s t  w h a ts o e v e r  in  G o d  a n d  re l ig io n .

N a tu r a l i s m  d e n ie s  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f  r e v e a le d  re l ig ion , b e 

c a u s e  i t  is  b e y o n d  th e  p o w e rs  o f  h u m a n  r e a s o n ;  a n d  i t  h o ld s  

t h a t  th e  S ta te  is  b o u n d  o n ly  to  s u p p o r t  a n y  f o r m  o f re l ig io n  

w h ic h  is  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  to  m a n ’s n a t u r a l  in s t in c ts .

I n d i f f e r e n t is m  m a in ta in s  t h a t  th e  S ta te  s h o u ld  lo o k w ith  

e q u a l  f a v o r  u p o n  a l l  re l ig io n s  a n d  g r a n t  a l l  o f t h em  p r o te c t io n ,  

so  t h a t  a l l  m a y  m a k e  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to w a r d s  t h e g o o d  o f 

p u b l i c  t r a n q u i l l i t y  a n d  m o r a l i ty .

3 °  W e  h o ld  a l l  th e s e  o p in io n s  a s  u t t e r l y  e r r o n e o u s , a n d  

t e a c h  t h a t  th e  S ta te  is b o u n d  to  p ro f e ss  a n d  to  p r ote c t  t h e  t r u e  

re l ig io n , w h ic h , a s  w e k n o w , is  th e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  relig io n  r e v e a l 

e d  b y  G o d .

1164. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th e s is .

T H E S IS .— T h e  S t a t e  i s  b o u n d  t o  p r o f e s s  a n d  t o

P R O T E C T  T H E  T R U E  R E L I G I O N .

F irs t  p a r t .—  The S ta te  is  bound  to p rofess re lig ion.—  1 °  

I n d i v i d u a l  m e n  a r e  b o u n d  t o  w o rs h ip  G o d , b e c a u s e  G od  is  th e  

a u th o r ,  s u s ta in e r ,  a n d  e n d  o f  t h e i r  b e in g .  B u t  G o d  is  th e  

a u th o r ,  s u s ta in e r ,  a n d  u l t im a te  e n d  o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty . T h e r e -
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fo re  c iv i l  s o c ie ty , i .e ., t h e  S ta te ,  is b o u n d  t o  w ors h ip  G o d , t h a t  

is  to  sa y , to  p ro fe ss  re l ig io n  (1).

2  0 T h e  w e lfa re  o f s o c ie ty  is p o ss ib le  o n ly  w h e n  h ar m o n io u s  

r e la t io n s  o b ta in  b e tw e e n  s u b je c ts  a n d  ru le rs . B u t  re l ig io n  is  

t h e  o n ly  e f f ic a c io u s m e a n s  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  fo u n d  c a pa b le  o f  k e e p 

in g  t h e  c i t iz e n s  o f  a  c o u n t r y ,  s u b je c ts  a n d  r u le r s , w i th in  th e  

b o u n d s  o f  d u t y ,  h o n e s ty ,  a n d  ju s t i c e ;  a n d ,  i f  th e s e b o u n d s  

a r e  tr a n s g re s s e d ,  o rd e r  a n d  h a r m o n y  a m o n g  c i t iz e n s  c e a s e  to  

e x is t .  T h e re fo re  re l ig io n  is m o s t  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  so cie ty , i .e .,  so c i

e t y  is b o u n d  to  p ro fe ss  re l ig io n .

T h e  m ajor is e v id e n t .

M in o r .—  I f  re l ig io n  is  r e m o v e d , th e r e  is  re m o v e d  a lso  

m a n ’s r e la t io n  to  G o d  a n d  t o  th e  e te r n a l  la w , w h ic h is  th e  s u 

p re m e  ru le  o f  t h e  d u t ie s  o f  r u le r s  a n d  s u b je c ts .

S eco n d  p a r t .—  The S ta te  is  bound to pro fess the true  re li

g i o n - T h e  S ta te  is  b o u n d  t o  w o rs h ip  G o d . B u t  i t  is  o n ly  b y  

t h e  t r u e  re l ig io n  t h a t  th e  S ta te  c a n  p a y  G o d  th e  w or s h ip  d u e  

H im :  i t  is  a b s u r d  to  h o ld  t h a t  G o d  c a n  b e  h o n o re d  by  a  

fa ls e  w o rs h ip  a n d  a  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  re l ig io n , o r  in  an y  m a n n e r  

m a n  m a y  c h o o se  (1 2).

(1 ) T o  h a v e  in  p u b lic  m a tte r s n o  ca re  fo r  rel ig io n , a n d  in  t h e  a r r ang e
m e n t  a n d  a d m inis t r a t io n  o f  c iv i l  a f fa i r s t o  h a v e  n o  m o re  regard  fo r  G o d  th a n 
i f  H e d id  no t  ex is t ,  is a  ra sh n ess  u n k n o w n  to  t h e  v e ry  p a g a n s; fo r  in  t h e ir  
h ea r t  a n d  so ul  th e  no t io n  o f  a  d iv in i t y  a n d  th e  n eed  o f  p u b lic  re l ig io n  w ere s o 
f irm ly  f ix ed  t h a t  t h ey  w ou ld  h a v e  tho u gh t  i t  ea s ie r  t o  h a v e  a  c i ty  w i t h o u t  
fo u n d a t io n  th a n  a  c i ty  w i t h o u t  G od . H um an  s o c ie ty ,  in d eed , fo r  w h ic h  b y  
n a tu r e  w e  a re fo rm ed , h as b een  c o n s t i t u te d  by  Q od  th e  A u tho r  o f  n a tu r e ; 
a n d  f rom  H im , as from  th e ir  p r in c ip le  a n d  so ur ce , f low  in  a ll th e i r  st re n g th  
a n d  p e rm a n en ce  th e  c o u n tless  b en e f its  w ith  w h ich  so c ie ty  a b o u n ds. A s w e 
a re  ea ch  o f  us a d m o n ish ed  by  th e  v er y  v o ic e  o f  n a tu r e  to  w o rsh ip  G o d  in  
p ie ty  an d  h o lin ess , a s  th e  G iv e r  u n to  us o f  l i f e  a n d  o f  a ll th a t  is g o o d  t h e r e in , 
so  a lso  a n d  for  th e  sa m e re a so n , n a t io n s  a n d  S ta te s a re b o u n d  t o  w o rsh ip 
H im ;  a nd  th e re fo r e  i t  is c lea r  t h a t  t h o s e  w ho  w o u ld a b so lv e  s o c ie ty  from  a ll 
re lig io u s d u ty  a c t  n o t  o n ly  u n ju s t ly  b u t  a ls o  w ith  ig n o ra n ce  a n d  f o l ly .—  
L e o  X I I I ,  H u m a n u m  G en us.

(2 ) W e a re b o u n d  a b s o lu te ly  to  w o rsh ip  G o d  in  th e  wa y  w h ich  H e  h a s 
sh o w n  to  b e H is  w ill. A ll w ho  ru le sh o u ld  h o ld  in  ho n o r  th e  h o ly  n a m e o f 
G o d , a n d  o n e  o f  t h e ir  ch ie f  d u t ie s  m u s t  b e  t o  fa v o r re lig io n , to  p r o te c t  i t ,  t o  
sh ie ld  i t  u n d er  th e  c r ed it  a n d  s a n c t io n  o f  th e  la w s, a n d  n e ith e r  to  o rg a n iz e  n o r 
e n a c t  a n y  m ea su r e  t h a t  m a y  co m p r o m is e  i t s  s a fe ty .  Th is  is  th e  b o u n d e n  d u t y 
o f  ru le rs to  th e  p eo p le  o v e r  w h o m  t h e y  ru le . . . C are m u st  b e  ta k e n  to  p re 
se r v e  u n h a rm ed  a n d  u n im p e d e d  t h e  re lig io n  w h ere o f th e  p ra c t ic e  is  t h e  l i n k 
c o n n e c t in g  m a n  w ith  G o d .— L e o  X I I I ,  Im m o r ta le  D e i.



4 7 0 P O L I T I C S

T h i rd  p a r t . —  The S ta te  is  bound  to protect the true  re li

g io n.—  T h e  S ta te  is  b o u n d  t o  p r o t e c t  w h a te v e r  p r o m o te s  in  

g r e a t  m e a s u re  th e  u n i t y ,  p e a c e , a n d  t r a n q u i l l i t y  o f c iv i l  s o c ie ty  

a n d  t h e  p e r fe c t io n  o f i t s  c i t iz e n s . B u t  t h e  t r u e  rel ig io n  p ro 

m o te s  in  g r e a t  m e a s u re  t h e  u n i t y ,  p e a c e , a n d  t r a n q ui l l i t y  o f  c iv i l  

s o c ie ty  a n d  t h e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  i t s  c i t iz e n s .  T h e re fore .



A R T I C L E  I I

R E L A T I O N S  B E T W E E N  T H E  S T A T E  

A N D  T H E  C H U R C H

1165. S ta te m e n t  of th e  q u es t io n .—  1° T h e  C h u rc h  

is  a  s o c ie ty  w h o se  e n d  is  m a n ’s s p i r i t u a l  g o o d , w h ic h  is  e te r n a l  

h a p p in e s s .

C iv i l  so c ie ty , i .e .,  t h e  S ta te ,  is  a  s o c ie ty  w h o se  e n d  is  th e  

te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f  t h i s  l i fe .

2 °  N e i th e r  th e  C h u r c h  n o r  t h e  S ta te ,  f r o m  t h e  p o in t o f  v ie w  

o f  t h e  m o ra l  o rd e r , m a y  b e  c a l le d  a  p e r f e c t  so c ie ty, a s  w e  h a v e  

a l r e a d y  se e n . F o r  a  p e r fe c t  s o c ie ty  is  a  s o c ie ty  w ho se  e n d  is 

m a n ’s c o m p le te  g o o d , a n d  w h ic h  e m b ra c e s  a l l  o th e r  so c ie t ie s  

a s  i t s  p a r t s .  B u t  t h e  C h u r c h  d o e s  n o t  e m b ra c e  a l l  oth e r  so 

c ie t ie s  a s  i t s  p a r t s ,—  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  n o t  a  p a r t  o f  th e  C h u r c h ;  

a n d  i t s  e n d  is  n o t  m a n ’s c o m p le te  g o o d , b u t  r a t h e r  h is  

h ig h e s t  g o o d .

3 °  N e v e r th e le s s ,  f r o m  th e  p o in t  o f v ie w  o f t h e  ju r id ic a l  

o rd e r ,  t h e  C h u r c h  a n d  S ta te  m a y  b e  c a l le d  p e r f e c t  so c ie t ie s .

A  ju r id ic a l ly  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty  is  a  s o c ie ty  w h o se  e nd  is  th e  

c o m p le te  g o o d  o f i t s  o w n  o rd e r ,  a n d  w h ic h  p o sse se s  in  i ts e l f  

t h e  m e a n s  n e c e s s a ry  a n d  u se fu l  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  of t h i s  e n d .

A  ju r i d ic a l l y  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty ,  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t s  e nd  is  t h e  

c o m p le te  g o o d  o f  i t s  o w n  o rd e r , is  n o t  a  p a r t  o f  a no th e r  s o c ie ty ;  

a s  p o s se ss in g  in  i t s e l f  t h e  m e a n s  n e c e s s a ry  a n d  u s efu l  f o r  t h e  

a t t a i n m e n t  o f th is  g o o d , i t  is  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  i .e . ,  au to n o m o u s ,  

in  i t s  o w n  o rd e r .

T h e  S ta te ,  i t  is  e v id e n t ,  is  a  j u r i d ic a l l y  p e r f e c t  so c ie ty , 

f o r  i t s  e n d  is  th e  te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f  t h is  l i fe , i .e .,  t h e  c o m 

p le te  g o o d  o f i t s  o w n  o rd e r ,  a n d  i t  p o sse sse s  in  i ts e l f  t h e  m e a n s  

n e c e s s a ry  a n d  u se f u l  f o r  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  th is  e n d.
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T h e  C h u r c h  is a lso  a  ju r i d ic a l l y  p e r f e c t  so c ie ty , fo r  i t s  e n d  

is  m a n ’s a b s o lu te ly  h ig h e s t  g o o d ; a n d  i t  p o sse sse s , a s  e n d o w 

m e n ts  o f  i ts  D iv in e  F o u n d e r ,  th e  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  a l l  t h e  m e a n s  

n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h is  e n d .

4 °  T h e  S ta te  is  s u b je c t  to  t h e  C h u r c h ,  b e c a u s e  th e  e n d  o f  

t h e  C h u rc h  is th e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  e n d  to  w h ic h  th e  e n d  o f 

t h e  S ta te  is  d i r e c te d ;  b u t ,  in  th e  ju r i d ic a l  o r d e r , t h e  S ta te  is 

o n ly  in d i r e c t l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  th e  C h u rc h ,  b e c a u s e  the  S ta te  is a  

j u r i d ic a l l y  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty  a n d  p o ssesse s  proper r igh ts o f  i ts  ow n.

A  s o c ie ty  is  i n d i r e c t l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  a n o th e r  s o c ie ty  w h e n  

i ts  end is  subord ina te to the end o f the other society, no t as a m eans 

or a pa r t, but on ly  as a good in fe r io r  in  na tu re  to the good o f a 

higher order.

T h e  c h ie f  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f t h i s  i n d i r e c t  d e p e n d e n c e , i .e . ,  

s u b o r d in a t io n ,  a r e  th e  fo l lo w in g :

a) t h e  s u b o r d in a te  s o c ie ty  m u s t  n o t ,  in  t h e  p u r s u i t  of  i ts  

e n d , p la c e  a n y  o b s ta c le  in  t h e  w a y  o f th e  a t t a i n m e nt  o f t h e  e n d  

o f t h e  s u p e r io r  s o c ie ty , a n d ,  in  t h e  c a se  o f  c o l l isio n  o f  r ig h ts ,  

m u s t  y ie ld  to ,  i .e .,  a b a n d o n  i t s  c la im s  in  f a v o r  o f, t h e  s u p e r io r  

s o c ie ty ;

b) t h e  s u b o r d in a te  s o c ie ty  e n jo y s  f r e e d o m  a n d  in d e p e n

d e n c e  o f a c t io n  in  e v e r y th in g  f o r m a l l y  r e la te d  to  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  

i t s  o w n  e n d ,  p ro v id e d  t h a t  i t  a lw a y s  r e s p e c ts  t h e  su b o r d in a t io n  

o f  i t s  o w n  e n d  to  th e  e n d  o f  t h e  s u p e r io r  s o c ie ty .

1166. O p in io n s .—  1° A th e is ts  a n d  t h e  e x p o n e n ts  o f  

in d i f f e r e n t i s m , w h o  re fu se  re c o g n it io n  to  t h e  C h u r ch ,  h o ld  t h a t  

t h e  S ta te  is  in  n o  w a y  s u b o r d in a te  to  th e  C h u rc h .

2 °  R igorous L ib e ra ls , w h o  m a in ta in  t h a t  t h e  S ta te  is t h e  

o n ly  ju r i d ic a l  s o c ie ty  a n d  th e  so u rc e  o f a l l  r ig h ts,  h o ld  th e  s a m e  

o p in io n .

3 °  M odera te L ib e ra ls  d o  n o t  d e n y  t h a t  t h e  C h u r c h  is a  t r u e  

s o c ie ty ;  n e v e r th e le s s ,  t h e y  h o ld  t h a t  t h e  S ta te  h a s n o  d u t ie s  

to w a r d s  t h e  C h u rc h ,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  t h a t  th e  S t a t e  s ho u ld  ig n o re  

t h e  C h u rc h .
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A ll t h e  fo re g o in g  o p in io n s  a r e  u n te n a b le ;  a n d ,  a g a in s t  

t h e m ,  w e  p r e s e n t  th e  th e s is  w h ic h  fo l lo w s .

1167. S ta te m e n t  o f th e  th es is .

T H E S IS .—  T h e  S t a t e  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  C h u r c h ;

I N  T H E  J U R I D I C A L  O R D E R ,  T H E  S T A T E

I S  I N D I R E C T L Y  S U B O R D I N A T E  T O  T H E

C h u r c h .

F irs t  p a r t . —  The S ta te  is  sub ject to the C hurch .—  A  s o c ie ty  

w h o se  p r o p e r  e n d  is  a  r e la t i v e ly  u l t im a te  e n d  is s ub je c t  to  t h a t  

s o c ie ty  w h o se  p r o p e r  e n d  is th e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te e n d . B u t  

t h e  p r o p e r  e n d  o f t h e  S ta te  is  a  r e la t i v e ly  u l t im a te  e n d , w h e re a s  

t h e  p r o p e r  e n d  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  is th e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  e n d . 

T h e re fo re  th e  S ta te  is s u b je c t  to  t h e  C h u r c h  (*).

M a jo r .—  T h a t  w h o se  p r o p e r  e n d  is th e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  

e n d  m u s t  a lw a y s  d i r e c t  a ll o th e r s  w h o se  a c t i v i t ie s , i .e .,  o p e r 

a t io n s ,  a re  d i r e c te d  to  th e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  e n d:  f o r  th e  

o rd e r  o r  r e la t io n  o f  a g e n ts  is  d e te r m in e d  b y  th e  o rd e r  o r  r e 

la t io n  o f t h e i r  e n d s . B u t  a  r e la t i v e ly  u l t im a te  e n d is d i r e c te d  

to  th e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te  e n d . T h e re fo re .

M in o r .—  T h e  p r o p e r  e n d  o f  t h e  S ta te  is t h e  te m p o r a l  h a p 

p in e ss  o f th is  l i fe , w h e re a s  th e  p r o p e r  e n d  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  is e t e r 

n a l  h a p p in e s s , i .e .,  t h e  b e a t i f i c  v is io n .

S eco n d  p a r t .—  I n  the ju r id ic a l order, the S ta te is  ind irec t ly 

subord ina te  to the C hurch.—  A  s o c ie ty  w h o se  e n d  is a  c o m p le te  

g o o d  o f  i t s  o w n  o r d e r  is , in  t h e  ju r i d ic a l  o rd e r ,  on ly  in d i r e c t l y  

s u b o r d in a te  t o  a  s u p e r io r  s o c ie ty .  B u t  t h e  e n d  o f th e  S ta te  is  

a  c o m p le te  g o o d  o f  i ts  o w n  o rd e r .  T h e re fo re ,  in  t h e ju r id ic a l  

o rd e r , t h e  S ta te  is o n ly  i n d i r e c t l y  s u b o r d in a te  to  a  s u p e r io r  

s o c ie ty , i .e .,  to  t h e  C h u rc h .

M a jo r .—  A  s o c ie ty  w h o se  e n d  is a  c o m p le te  g o o d  o f  i ts  

o w n  o rd e r  is  a  ju r i d ic a l l y  p e r f e c t  s o c ie ty ,  b e c a u s e i t  p o sse sse s  in  1

(1 ) D e  R e g .  P r i n c . , 1. I ,  c . 14 .
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i t s e l f  a l l  t h e  m e a n s  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  of  i t s  e n d , a n d  

h e n c e  is i n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  s u p re m e  in  i t s  o w n  o rd e r .  T h e re fo re  

i t  c a n n o t  b e  d i r e c t l y  s u b o r d in a te  to  a n o th e r  s o c ie ty  in  a s  m u c h  

a s  i t s  e n d  is  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  e n d  o f  a  s u p e r io r  s o c iety ,  o r  s e r v e s  a s  

a  m e a n s  fo r  th e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  e n d  o f t h e  s u p e r io r  s o c ie ty , b u t  

is  o n ly  i n d i r e c t l y  s u b o r d in a te  to  i t  in  a s  m u c h  a s  i t s  e n d  is  s u b o r 

d in a te  t o  th e  e n d  o f a n o th e r  o rd e r .

M in o r .—  T h e  e n d  o f c iv i l  so c ie ty , i .e .,  o f  t h e  S ta te ,  is  th e  

te m p o r a l  h a p p in e s s  o f  t h is  l i fe . B u t  t h e  te m p o r a l  ha p p in e s s  

o f t h is  l i fe  is  a  c o m p le te  g o o d  in  i t s  o w n  o r d e r :  fo r  i t  is  n o t  a  

p a r t  o f  e te r n a l  h a p p in e s s ,  n o r  is  i t  o f  i t s  n a t u r e  a  m e a n s  o f 

d i r e c t l y  a t t a i n i n g  e te r n a l  h a p p in e s s ,  f o r  t h e r e  c a n b e  n o  n a tu r a l  

p r o p o r t io n  b e tw e e n  n a t u r a l  g o o d  a n d  s u p e r n a tu r a l  g oo d .

1168. S ep a ra t io n  o f C h u rch  a n d  S ta te .— 1° P re l im i

na r ies .—  o) T h e  s y s te m  o f  s e p a r a t io n  o f C h u r c h  a n d  S t a t e  is 

t h a t  s y s te m  w h ic h  c la im s  fu l l  a u to n o m y  o f  t h e  S ta te,  w h ic h  

s h o u ld  b e  in  n o  w a y  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  re l ig io u s  r ig h ts,  t h a t  is to  

s a y , w h ic h  s h o u ld  p a y  n o  m o re  h e e d  t o  t h e  C h u r c h  t ha n  if  i t  

d id  n o t  e x is t .

b) T h e  p a t r o n s  o f  t h i s  s y s te m  a r e  c a l le d  L ib e ra ls .  T he r e  

a r e  th r e e  m a in  fo rm s  o f L ib e ra l i s m  : r igorous o r  p u re  L ib era l ism , 

m oderate L ibe ra l ism , a n d  L ibera l C atho lic ism ( E c c le s ia s t i c a l  L ib 

e ra l i s m ) .

R igorous o r  pu re  L ibe ra lism h o ld s  t h a t  t h e  S ta te  is  t h e  

s o u rc e  o f a l l  r ig h ts .  H e n c e  th e  C h u r c h  is n o t  o f  i ts  n a t u r e  a  

ju r i d ic a l  s o c ie ty  w i th  w h ic h  th e  S ta te  s h o u ld  h a v e  ju r id ic a l  

r e la t io n s .  H e n c e  w e h a v e  t h e  s lo g a n : « T h e  C h u r c h  fr o m  th e  

S ta te  a n d  in  th e  S ta te .  »

M odera te L ib e ra lism re c o g n iz e s  th e  C h u r c h  a s  a  ju r i d ic a l  

s o c ie ty ,  b u t  h o ld s  t h a t  t h e  S ta te  is  n o t  s u b o r d in a te  to  t h e  

C h u r c h .  H e n c e  i t  p ro p o s e s  t h e  s lo g a n : (( A  f r e e  C h ur c h  in  a  

f r e e  S ta te .  »

M o d e r a te  L ib e ra l i s m  p ro p o s e s  i t s  s y s te m  a s  a  m e a n s  o f 

p r o te c t in g  th e  l ib e r t y  o f  c i t i z e n s :  l iber ty  o f  conscience under the 

protection o f law .—  I t  re c o m m e n d s  to  t h e  p r o te c t io n  o f  t h e
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S ta te ,  in  a d d i t io n  t o  l i b e r t y  o f  c o n sc ie n c e ,  l i b e r ty  o f  thought, 

l i b e r t y  o f  speech, a n d  l i b e r t y  o f  w orsh ip .

L ibera l C a tho lic ism a d m i t s  in  theory t h e  s u p e r io r i t y  o f  t h e  

C h u r c h  a n d  th e  s u b o r d in a t io n  o f  t h e  S ta te ;  b u t ,  in  practice, 

in s is ts  u p o n  t h e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a n d  S ta te a s  t h e  s y s te m  

b y  w h ic h  th e  C h u r c h  c a n  b e s t  a d a p t  i t s e l f  to  t h e  t im e s  a n d  

c o n fo rm  to  w h a t  is  r e q u i r e d  b y  m o d e r n  s y s te m s  o f  g ov e rn 

m e n t .  T h e re fo re , in  p r a c t i c e ,  L ib e r a l  C a th o l ic i s m  ad o p ts  a s  i t s  

s lo g a n  : « A  f r e e  C h u r c h  in  a  f r e e  S ta te .  ))

2 °  I n  r e f u ta t i o n  o f  t h e  t e n e t s  o f  L ib e ra l i s m , w e  s ha l l  p ro v e  

t h e  p r o p o s i t io n  w h ic h  fo l lo w s .

P r o p o s i t i o n .—  The sepa ra tion  o f the C hurch and  S ta te  is 

u n la w fu l.

1) A  s y s te m  w h ic h  is  a t  v a r ia n c e  w i th  t h e  o rd in a n c es  o f 

t h e  d iv in e  la w  a n d  p r e ju d ic ia l  t o  t h e  p e a c e  a n d  u n it y  o f  t h e  

m e m b e rs  o f  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  u n la w fu l .  B u t  t h e  s e p a ra t io n  o f 

t h e  C h u r c h  a n d  S ta te  is  a t  v a r ia n c e  w i th  t h e  o rd in an c e s  o f  t h e  

d iv in e  la w  a n d  is  p re ju d ic ia l  to  t h e  p e a c e  a n d  u n i ty  o f t h e  m e m 

b e rs  o f  c iv i l  so c ie ty .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  

a n d  t h e  S ta te  is  u n la w fu l .

T h e  m ajo r is  e v id e n t  f r o m  i t s  v e r y  te rm s .

M in o r .—  a) The separa tion  o f the C hurch  and  S ta te  is  at 

variance w ith  o rd inances o f  the d iv ine  law .—  T h e  C h u r c h  is  a  

s o c ie ty  w h o se  p r o p e r  e n d  is  t h e  a b s o lu te ly  u l t im a te e n d , a n d  

w h ic h  sh o u ld ,  b y  i t s  s u p re m e  a u t h o r i t y ,  d i r e c t  a l l  h u m a n  so 

c ie t ie s  to  e te r n a l  h a p p in e s s .

M o re o v e r ,  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  o rd in a n c e s  o f  th e  d iv in e la w , 

c iv i l  s o c ie ty  s h o u ld  o f fe r to  G o d  t h e  w o rs h ip  d u e  to  H im , i .e ., 

C h r is t ia n  w o rs h ip , w h ic h  th e  C h u r c h  a lo n e  c a n  d e te rm in e  a n d  

o rd a in .  B u t ,  i f  t h e  C h u r c h  a n d  S ta te  a r e  s e p a r a te d , t h e  S ta te  

is  n o t  d i r e c te d  b y  t h e  C h u r c h  to  e te r n a l  h a p p in e s s , n o r  is  th e  

S t a t e  s u b je c t  to  t h e  C h u r c h  in  t h e  a l l - im p o r ta n t  m at t e r  o f  d iv in e  

w o rsh ip .

b) The separa tion  o f the C hurch  and  S ta te is  p re ju dic ia l to 

the peace and u n i ty  o f  the m em bers o f  c iv il society.— T h e  C h u rc h
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a n d  S ta te  h a v e  a s  th e i r  s u b je c ts  t h e  s a m e  p e rs o n s ,  l i v in g  in  th e  

s a m e  t e r r i t o r y ,  a n d ,  m o re o v e r ,  o f te n  le g is la te  f o r  t h e m  o n  th e  

s a m e  m a t te r s ,  th o u g h  u n d e r  a  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t .  B u t , i f  th e  

C h u r c h  a n d  S ta te  w e re  c o m p le te ly  s e p a r a te d ,  t h e y  w ou ld  m a k e  

la w s  a n d  g iv e  c o m m a n d s  o n  th e  s a m e  m a t t e r  w h ic h  w o uld  b e  

i r r e c o n c i la b le , w i th  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  p e a c e  a n d  u n i t y  o f  c iv il  

s o c ie ty  w o u ld  b e  je o p a r d iz e d  : t h e  C h u r c h  w o u ld  d e cla re  c e r ta in  

m a r r ia g e s  a s  b o th  u n la w fu l  a n d  in v a l id , w h e re a s  th e S ta te  

w o u ld  p ro n o u n c e  th e m  la w fu l ;  t h e  C h u r c h  w o u ld  p r o h ib i t  

w o rk  o n  a  c e r ta in  d a y ,  w h e re a s  t h e  S ta te  w o u ld  e x a ct  i t ,  e tc . 

T h e re fo re .

2 ) I n  p r a c t ic e ,  t h e  s e p a r a t io n  o f t h e  C h u r c h  a n d  S ta te  is 

d e le te r io u s  t o  so u ls , a n d  r e s u l ts  in  t h e  l im i t a t i o n o f t h e  r ig h ts  

o f  t h e  C h u rc h .  M o re o v e r ,  i t  m a k e s  t h e  C h u r c h  d e p e n de n t  o n  

t h e  S ta te ,  a s  l a m e n ta b le  e x p e r ie n c e  h a s  c le a r ly  sh ow n . H e n c e  

th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  a n d  S ta te  is e n t i r e ly  u n te n a b le .

1169. L iberty  as co n ce iv ed  by  L ib era ls. —  1° P re l im i

na r ies .— L ib e ra ls  c o n c e iv e  l ib e r t y  a s  t h e  a b s o lu te  a u to n o m y 

o f  t h e  h u m a n  w il l n o t  o n ly  in  th e  p h y s ic a l  o r d e r  b ut  a lso  in  th e  

m o ra l  o rd e r ,  a t t r i b u t i n g  to  i t  c o m p le te  in d e p e n d e n ce  f r o m  a ll  

h u m a n  a n d  d iv in e  a u th o r i t y .

I n  v i r t u e  o f t h i s  c o n c e p t  o f l i b e r ty ,  L ib e ra ls  p ro cla im  a s  

s a c re d  r ig h ts  th r e e  so -c a l le d  m o d e rn  l ib e r t ie s :  l iber ty  o f  con

science, liberty  o f  speech, a n d  liberty  o f  w orsh ip .

L ib e r t y  o f  c o n sc ie n c e  is th e  m o ra l  p o w e r  o f h o ld in g a n y  

o p in io n  o f  o n e ’s c h o o s in g  in  m o ra l  a n d  re l ig io u s  m at te r s .

L i b e r t y  o f  sp e e c h , w h ic h  in c lu d e s  l i b e r t y  o f  t h e  p re s s ,  is 

t h e  m o ra l  p o w e r  o f te a c h in g ,  b y  th e  sp o k e n  o r  w r i t te n  w o rd , 

w h a te v e r  o n e  w ish es .

L i b e r t y  o f  w o rsh ip  is  th e  m o ra l  p o w e r  o f  o f f e r in g  to  G o d  

a n y  k in d  o f w o rsh ip  o n e  m a y  w ish , o r  n o  w o rs h ip  a t  a l l ;  in  o th e r  

w o rd s ,  i t  is  t h e  m o ra l  p o w e r  o f  p ro f e ss in g  a n y  re l ig io n  o n e  m a y  

w ish , o r  n o  re l ig io n  a t  a l l .

2 °  T h e  so -c a l le d  l ib e r t ie s  w h ic h  w e h a v e  j u s t  d e s c rib e d  

a re  n o t  l i b e r t ie s  a t  a l l ,  b u t  v a r io u s  fo rm s  o f  l ic en se , p e rn ic io u s
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to  b o th  c iv i l  a n d  re l ig io u s  s o c ie ty ,  a s  w e  s h a l l  p oin t  o u t  in  w h a t  

fo l lo w s .

1) The notion  o f l iberty  p roposed by L ibera ls  is  w ho lly  fa lse . 

—  L ib e r t y ,  a s  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  sh o w n , is  t h e  m o ra l  po w e r  o f 

c h o o s in g  b e tw e e n  se v e ra l  p a r t i c u l a r  g o o d s , o r  b e tw ee n  a  p a r t i c 

u la r  g o o d  a n d  t h e  u n iv e r s a l  o r  in f i n i te  g o o d  k n o w n  to  u s  in  a n  

in c o m p le te  a n d  im p e r fe c t  m a n n e r .  T h e re fo re  l i b e r t y  a lw a y s  

p re s u p p o s e s  im p e r fe c t io n  e i th e r  in  t h e  g o o d  w h ic h  is  t h e  o b je c t  

o f l i b e r t y ,  o r  in  t h e  f r e e  b e in g , i .e .,  in  th e  s u b je c t  p o s se s se d  o f 

im p e r fe c t  k n o w le d g e  o f th e  in f in i te  g o o d . T h u s  G o d  is  f r e e  o n ly  

in  r e g a r d  to  p a r t i c u l a r  o r  im p e r f e c t  g o o d s ;  th e  c r ea tu r e ,  h o w 

e v e r ,  a n d  m a n  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  is  f r e e  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  in f in i te  

g o o d , o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s u b je c t i v e  im p e r fe c t io n  o f t h e  c r e a te d  

in te l le c t ,  w h ic h  c a n  k n o w  th e  in f in i te  g o o d  o n ly  b y c o m p a r in g  

i t  to  f in i te  th in g s . H e n c e  m a n ’s l i b e r t y  in  r e la t i on  t o  h is  u l t i 

m a te  e n d , i .e .,  in  t h e  m o ra l  o rd e r ,  is  o f i t s  n a t u re  im p e r f e c t  b e 

c a u s e  o f  i t s  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  th e  im p e r fe c t io n  o f th e  h u m a n  i n te l 

le c t , w h ic h  is in c a p a b le  o f  fu l l  a n d  a d e q u a te  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d , 

a n d  a lso  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  t h e  im p e r fe c tio n  o f  m a n ’s 

im p e r f e c t  w il l,  w h ic h  is  n o t  w h o l ly  a b s o r b e d  in  lo ve  o f  G o d . 

I n  o rd e r  t h a t  l i b e r t y  m a y  n o t  b e c o m e  i r r e m e d ia b ly  de t r i 

m e n ta l  to  m a n , th e  o r d e r  o f n a t u r e  r e q u i r e s  a n  a u tho r i t y ,  i .e .,  

d iv in e  la w  a n d  h u m a n  la w \ w h ic h  w ill re c a l l  m a n  f r om  e v i l  a n d  

d i r e c t  h im  to  g o o d .

2 ) L i b e r t y  o f c o n sc ie n c e  h a s  a  v a r ie t y  o f  m e a n in g s . I t  m a y  

m e a n :

a) im m u n i ty  f r o m  ph ysica l necessity  or f r o m  violence by 

w hich a person is  prevented fr o m  observing the m oral order in  h is 

in te rn a l acts.—  E v e r y o n e  e n jo y s  th i s  k in d  o f  l i b e r t y ,  i .e .,  p h y s 

ic a l  l i b e r ty ,  fo r  n o  o n e  c a n  d i r e c t l y  im p e d e  a n o th er  p e r s o n ’s 

i n te r n a l  a c ts .

b) the r ight w h ich  protects a person aga inst all coercion by 

w hich he could be com pelled to act con tra ry to the d icta tes o f  con

science.— T h is  k in d  o f  l i b e r t y  , i .e . ,  l i b e r t y  o f  c o n sc ie n c e, is  s a c re d  

s in c e  G o d  fo rb id s  m a n  to  a c t  in  v io la t io n  o f  t h e  c er ta in  d ic ta te s  

o f c o n sc ie n c e , e v e n  th o u g h  th e y  m a y  b e  e r r o n e o u s .

B u t ,  if  th e  d ic ta te s  o f a n  e r ro n e o u s  c o n sc ie n c e  c o nf l ic t  w i th
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t h e  c e r ta in  r ig h ts  o f  o th e r  p e rs o n s , th e s e  p e rs o n s  m a y  d e fe n d  

t h e i r  r i g h t s  i f  n o  o th e r  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  f o r b id  t h e i r d o in g  so .

c) the r igh t w hich sa feguards a person  aga inst a ll legal obsta

cles to h is  acting  as he w ills  w ith in  the l im its  o f the m ora l order, 

i .e .,  at least to h is  acting  in  a  becom ing m a nn e r  in  h is  p ub lic  or 

pr iva te  l i fe.—  T h is  k in d  o f  l i b e r t y  is  a  n a t u r a l  r i g h t ,  b u t  a  ri g h t  

w h ic h , in  m a t t e r s  n o t  c o m m a n d e d ,  b u t  o n ly  p e r m i t t e d b y  th e  

n a t u r a l  la w , m a y  s o m e t im e s  b e  s u b je c t  to  c e r ta in  r es t r i c t io n s  

f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d .

d) the r igh t o f  ho ld ing  a n y  o p in io n s  one w ishes in  re lig ious 

and  m ora l m a tte rs.—  T h is  k in d  o f l i b e r t y  o f  c o n sc ie n c e , lo u d ly  

p ro c la im e d  a n d  d e fe n d e d  b y  L ib e ra ls , is  u t t e r l y  u n te n a b le ,  fo r  

i t  is  a  d e n ia l  o f  t h e  w h o le  m o ra l  o rd e r ,  o f  G o d ’s su p r e m e  d o m in 

io n  o v e r  c r e a tu r e s ,  a n d  o f  d iv in e  R e v e la t io n .

3 )  L ibe r ty  o f  speech, as conceived by L ibera ls , is  im pio u s , 

fa lse , and  absu rd.—  I n  th e  f i r s t  p la c e , t h i s  s o -c a l le d  l i b e r t y  p r e 

s u p p o s e s  t h a t  e r r o r  a n d  v ic e , w h ic h  a r e  e v i ls  o f  t he  i n te l le c t  a n d  

w il l , h a v e  t h e  s a m e  r ig h ts  a s  t r u t h  a n d  v i r tu e ,  w h ic h  a r e  g o o d s  

o f  t h e  in te l l e c t  a n d  w il l.

M o re o v e r ,  s u c h  l i b e r t y  is  a n  in s u l t  t o  G o d ,  f o r  i t  a u th o r iz e s  

m a n  to  d e n y  in  sp e e c h  a n d  w r i t in g  t h e  t r u t h s  o f d ivin e  R e v e la 

t i o n ;  a n d  th is ,  o f c o u rse , is  b o th  im p io u s  a n d  i r r at i o n a l .

F in a l l y ,  i f  l i b e r t y  o f  sp e e c h  is  p e r m i t t e d  e v e n  in  th e  d is c u s 

s io n  o f  w h a t  is  fa lse  a n d  u n s e e m ly ,  c iv i l  s o c ie ty  is  e x p o se d  to  

g r e a t  m o ra l  a n d  in te l le c tu a l  je o p a r d y ,  f o r  m e n  a r e  v ic t im iz e d  

b y  s t r o n g  in c l in a t io n s  t o  e v i l ,  a n d  t h e  u n le t t e r e d  a r e  in c a p a b le  

o f  d e te c t in g  t h e  g ro ss  e r ro r s  o f  t h e  s p e c io u s  a r g u me n ts  o f  t h e  

w ic k ed .

4 )  L ibe r ty  o f  w o rsh ip , in  re la tion  both to the in d iv idu a l and 

to society, is  im p io u s.—  L ib e r t y  o f w o r s h ip  is  a n  in s u l t  to  G o d , 

W h o  m u s t  b e  w o rs h ip p e d  in  t h e  m a n n e r  w h ic h  H e  h a s  de te r 

m in e d .  M o re o v e r ,  i t  s u p p o r t s  th e  c a u s e  o f  re l ig io u s in d i f f e r e n t-  

ism , a n d  p ro m o te s  th e  c a u s e  o f a th e is m .

1170. T o le ran ce. —  Tolerance is  a d isp o sitio n  o f  sou l by 

w hich we pa tie n t ly  sub m it, fo r  various reasons, to th ings w hich



R E L A T I O N S  B E T W E E N  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  A N D  T H E  C H U R C H  4 7 9

are h u r tfu l  or troublesom e to us, and  w hich do no t m eet w ith  our 

approva l.

T o le ra n c e , th e n ,  f o r m a l l y  c o n s is ts  in  s o m e th in g  n e ga t i v e :  

f o r  th in g s  w h ic h  a r e  t o le r a te d  a r e  th in g s  o f w h ic h  w e  d o  n o t  

a p p r o v e ,  b u t  w h ic h  w e a l lo w , b e c a u s e  w e  c a n n o t ,  o r , f o r  se r io u s  

re a so n s , s h o u ld  n o t  p r e v e n t  th e m .

I n  p r in c ip le ,  to le r a n c e  o f fa ls e  re l ig io n s  is  n e v e r p e rm is s ib le . 

H e n c e  to le r a n c e  o f fa ls e  w o rs h ip  in  a  C a th o l ic  S ta te  is p e r m is s i 

b le  o n ly  w h e n  th e r e  a r e  se r io u s  r e a s o n s  to  j u s t i f y  i t .

T h e s e  se r io u s  re a s o n s  a r e  t h e  fo l lo w in g : a) t h e  m ora l im 

p o ssib il ity o f u s in g  c o e r c iv e  m e a n s  to  p r e v e n t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f 

fa ls e  re l ig io n s  : to  u s e  s u c h  m e a n s  w o u ld  r e s u l t ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  in  

w a rs , se d i t io n s ,  a n d  p e r s e c u t io n s  o f  t h e  in n o c e n t  fa i t h f u l ;  

b) a  m otive o f p rudence w h ic h  r e q u i r e s  th e  p a t i e n t  b e a r in g  o f  

t h a t  e v i l ,  in  o r d e r  t h a t  g r e a te r  e v i ls  m a y  b e  a v o ide d .

W h a t  w e  h a v e  j u s t  s a id  in  r e g a r d  to  l i b e r t y  o f  w o r sh ip  is  

a p p l ic a b le  a lso  to  l i b e r t y  o f c o n s c ie n c e  a n d  l ib e r ty  o f  sp e e c h .

1171. S ch o l ia .—  1° I n  a  C a th o l ic  S ta te ,  t h e  f a i th f u l  

s h o u ld  s t r i v e  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  a n d  S ta te .  

T h is  is  e v id e n t  f r o m  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  a l r e a d y  sa id .

B u t ,  if  th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a n d  S ta te  b e c om e s  

in e v i ta b le ,  C a th o l i c s  s h o u ld  s t r i v e  m o s t  e a r n e s t l y  t o  p re c lu d e  

b y  la w s  a  c o n d i t io n  in  w h ic h  t h e  S ta te  o f  s e p a r a t ion  w o u ld  b e  

t a n t a m o u n t  to  a  s t a t e  o f  o p p o s i t io n .

T h e re fo re  t h e  fo l lo w in g  p r e c a u t io n s  s h o u ld  b e  o b s e rv e d :

a) t h a t  t h e  C h u r c h  b e  re c o g n iz e d  a s  a  la w fu l  b o d y ,  a nd  

t h a t  i t  p o sse ss  a l l  t h e  r i g h t s  e n jo y e d  b y  o th e r  c o rp o r a t io n s  w i th  

t h e  s t a t u s  o f ju r i d ic a l  p e rs o n ;

b) t h a t  i t  b e  g iv e n  f u l l  f r e e d o m  to  e x e rc ise  u n t r a m m ele d  

i t s  o w n  p r o p e r  p r e r o g a t iv e s  in  t h e  d i r e c t io n  o f  so uls ;

c) t h a t  fu l l  f r e e d o m  b e  g iv e n  f o r  b o th  t h e  p r i v a te  a n d  

p u b l i c  p r a c t ic e  o f  i t s  C a th o l ic  w o rs h ip ;

d) t h a t  C a th o l i c s  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  to  o p e n  t h e i r  o w n  sch o o ls  

(c o n fe ss io n a l  o r  s e p a r a te  sc h o o ls ) , t h a t  th e  i n s t r uc t i o n  im p a r te d
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in  th e m  re c e iv e  th e  s a m e  o ff ic ia l r e c o g n i t io n  a s  t ha t  a c c o rd e d  

to  i n s t r u c t i o n  re c e iv e d  in  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls , a n d  t h a t n o  o b l ig a t io n  

b e  im p o s e d  o n  C a th o l i c s  e i th e r  to  s u p p o r t  o r  to  a t te n d  a th e i s t i c  

s c h o o ls ;

e) t h a t  t h e  C h u r c h  h a v e  th e  r i g h t  a n d  t h e  f r e e d o m  to  

a c q u i r e ,  o w n , a n d  a d m in is te r  te m p o r a l  g o o d s , a n d  t ha t  th i s  

r i g h t  b e  g r a n te d  n o t  o n ly  to  i ts e l f ,  b u t  a lso  t o  m ora l  p e rs o n s ,  as  

re l ig io u s  c o m m u n i t ie s ,  s u b je c t  to  i t ,  a t  l e a s t  to  th e  s a m e  e x t e n t  a s  

th is  r i g h t  is  p o sse sse d  b y  o th e r  r e p u ta b le  c iv i l  b od ie s  o r  a sso 

c ia t io n s ;

/ )  t h a t  th e  f a i th f u l  b e  e n t i r e ly  f r e e  to  e n te r  t h e  re l ig io u s  

l i fe  w i th o u t  lo s in g , a s  re l ig io u s , t h e i r  c iv i l  r i g ht s  C1).

2 °  H e re t ic s  a n d  s c h is m a t ic s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  B a p t is m ,  

a r e ,  in  p r in c ip le , s u b je c t  t o  t h e  la w s  o f  t h e  C h u rch .  T h e re fo re  

th e  C h u rc h  h a s  th e  r i g h t  to  m a k e  t h e  s a m e  d e m a n d s  of a  h e r e t i 

c a l  o r  s c h is m a t ic a l  S ta te  a s  i t  d o e s  o f  a  C a th o l ic  S ta te .

I n  p r a c t i c e ,  h o w e v e r , t h e  C h u r c h  d o e s  n o t  e x e rc ise  th is  

so v e re ig n  r ig h t .

A  h e r e t i c a l  o r  s c h is m a t ic a l  S ta te  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d a s  i t  

e x is ts  in  th e  a c t  o f re b e l l io n , o r  in  t h e  s t a t e  o f  c o m p le te  a p o s ta c y  

f r o m  th e  f a i t h  a n d  C a th o l ic  u n i ty .

W h e n  s u c h  a  S ta te  is in  th e  a c t  o f  re b e l l io n , t h e  Ch u r c h  

e x e rc ise s  i t s  r ig h ts  to  p r e v e n t  t h e  c o m p le te  c o l la pse  o f C a th o l ic  

l i fe ;  h e n c e  i t  p u n is h e s  h e ie t ic s ,  a n d ,  if  n e c e s s i ty r e q u i re s , i t  

h a s  re c o u rs e  t o  d is c ip l in a r y  o r  p u n i t i v e  m e a s u re s  in  d e a l in g  

w i th  ru le rs .

I n  t h e  c a se  o f  c o m p le te  a p o s ta c y ,  i .e . ,  w h e n  ru le r s a n d  

p e o p le  a r e  s e p a r a te d  l r o m  th e  C h u rc h  b e c a u s e  o f t h e a p o s ta c y  

o f  t h e i r  a n c e s to r s ,  t h e  C h u rc h ,  in  p r a c t i c e ,  r e s t r ic t s  th e  e x e rc ise  

o f  i t s  r ig h ts  in  so  f a r  a s  th e  s a c re d n e s s  o f i ts  o ff ice  p e r m i t s  a n d  

c i r c u m s ta n c e s  re q u ir e .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e r e  a re  c e r ta in  d e m a n d s  w h ic h  th e  Ch u r c h  

m u s t  m a k e .

(1) O t t A v i a n i , I n s t .  J u r i s  P u b l i c i  E c c l e s . , v o l .  I I ,  p .  100.
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a) I n  v i r t u e  o f  i t s  r ig h ts ,  t h e  C h u r c h  m u s t  b e  re c o g niz e d  

a s  a  m o ra l  p e rs o n  e n jo y in g  a l l  t h e  r ig h ts  o f a  la w fu l  so c ie ty , 

i .e .,  t h e  r i g h t  o f  p o sse ss in g  a n d  e m p lo y in g  t h e  se rv ic e s  o f  t h e  

c iv i l  a u t h o r i t y  a g a in s t  i n t e r n a l  a n d  e x te r n a l  e n e m ie s  w h o  a c t  

in  v io la t io n  o f i t s  r ig h ts  o r  a c c e p te d  r e g u la t io n s .

b) I n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e  p r in c ip le s  p ro c la im e d  b y  the  

h e r e t i c a l  o r  s c h is m a t ic a l  S ta te ,  a s ,  f o r  e x a m p le , in  a c c o rd a n c e  

w i th  t h e  p r in c ip le  o f l i b e r t y  o f  w o rs h ip , t h e  C h u r ch  m a y  la y  

c la im  to  i t s  r i g h t  to  p r a c t i c e ,  u n r e s t r i c te d  a n d  u nm o le s te d ,  i t s  

o w n  re l ig io n ;  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e  p r in c ip le  o f  li b e r t y  o f 

c o n sc ie n c e , i t  m a y  d e m a n d  i t s  r i g h t  to  p r e a c h  t h e  Ca th o l ic  

re l ig io n  w i th  a  v ie w  to  p r o p a g a t in g  i t  b y  m a k in g  c on v e r ts  to  th e  

C a th o l ic  C h u rc h .

c) M o re o v e r ,  t h e  C h u r c h  m a k e s  s u re  o f  t h e  r e c o g n it io n  o f  

i t s  r i g h t s  b y  e n te r in g  in to  a g r e e m e n ts  w i th  t h e  h e te r o d o x  

S ta te .

3 °  I n  d e a l in g  w i th  p a g a n  S ta te s ,  t h e  C h u r c h  m a y  c laim  

t h e  n a t u r a l  r ig h ts  c la im e d  b y  a l l  la w fu l  a s s o c ia t ion s ,  n a m e ly ,  

t h e  r i g h t  o f u s in g  t h e  m e a n s  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  t h e  a t t ai n m e n t  o f 

i t s  e n d , th e  r i g h t  o f  h o ld in g  s a c re d  p la c e s , a n d  t he  r i g h t  o f  a c 

q u ir in g , o w n in g , a n d  a d m in is te r in g  te m p o r a l  g o o d s .

S in c e  p a g a n s  c a n n o t  r e a s o n a b ly  d e n y  t h a t  th e r e  is at  le a s t  

t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  te a c h in g s  o f C h r i s t i a n i t y  a r e  t r u e ,  a  

p a g a n  S ta te  w h ic h  p r o h ib i t s  t h e  p re a c h in g  a n d  s p r e ad  o f  t h e  

C h r is t ia n  re l ig io n  a c ts  u n r e a s o n a b ly  a n d  in  v io la t io n  o f  n a t u r a l  

r ig h ts .

T h e re fo re  t h e  C h u r c h ,  in  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  i t s  sp e c if ic  m is 

s io n  t o  p r e a c h  re l ig io n , m a y  c la im  sp e c ia l  r ig h ts  so  t h a t ,  a s  a  

re l ig io u s  s o c ie ty , i t  m a y  s p r e a d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  w h ole  w o r ld , 

m a y  p r a c t i c e  i t s  w o rs h ip , a n d  m a y  b e  f r e e  t o  a p p ly  w i th  m a 

te r n a l  s o l i c i tu d e  t h e  b e n ig n  ru le s  o f  i t s  s a v in g  rel ig io n  t o  a ll  

w h o  m a y  b e c o m e  i ts  s p i r i t u a l  c h i ld re n  th r o u g h  t h e  re g e n e r a t in g  

w a te r s  o f  C h r is t ia n  B a p t is m  (!) .  1

(1) Ot t a v i a n i, 1. c .

E n d  o f  P o l i t i c s
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la w fu ln es s, 1 1 2 6 ,1 1 2 9 . C f. C o rp o 
r a t iv e  a ss o c ia t io n .

A s t u t e n e s s .  9 4 5 .

A u t h o r i t y .  N o t io n , 1037; o p in io n s , 
1038; n e c e s s i ty  o f  a u th o r it y , 1039, 
1042; a ll a u th o r it y  d e r iv es  fro m  
G o d , 1041.

A u t h o r i t y ,  c iv i l .  N o t io n , 111 1, 1 ° ; 
o r ig in , 1 1 1 1 -1 1 1 3 ;  d iv is io n , 1 114 ; 
s u b je c t,  1 1 1 6 -1 1 1 9 .

A u t h o r i t y ,  p a r e n t a l .  N o t io n , 1063; 
o r ig in , 1 0 6 5 ;—  r e s id es  p r in c ip a lly 
in  th e  h u sb a n d , 1 0 66 .

A v a r ic e . 9 7 3 .

B

B e a t i t u d e ,  p e r f e c t .  8 4 2 ,1 ° ;  o b je c 
t iv e  b e a t itu d e  8 4 2 ; fo rm a l, 8 4 5 ;— as 
a  s ta te ,  8 4 5 , 2 ° ,  8 4 6 .

C

C a p i t a l i s m . 1145-1147.
C a u t io n .  941.

C h a s t i t y .  N o t io n  a n d  d iv is io n , 9 9 8 ; 
v ir g in a l c h a s t i t y ,  9 9 9 -1 0 0 3 .

C i r c u m s p e c t io n .  941 .
C h u r c h . A n d  e d u c a t io n , 1 072 ; — 

a n d  S ta t e ,  1 1 6 5 -1 1 6 8 , 1171.
C le m e n c y . N o t io n , 1 008 ; o p p o s i te 

v ic e s , 1 009 .
C o m m a n d .  N o t io n , 8 5 6 ;  n e c e s s i ty 

o f c o m m a n d , 8 5 7 ;  r e la t io n  o f  co m 
m a n d  to  in te l le c t  a n d  w il l, 8 5 8 ; 
c o m m a n d  a n d  c o m m a n d e d  a c t , 
8 5 9 .

C o m m u n is m .  A n d  p r iv a te  o w n e r 
sh ip , 1 0 97 ; m o d e rn  c o m m u n ism , 
1 1 4 8 , 1 1 4 9 .

C o n c u p is c e n c e . In f lu e n c e  o n  v o l
u n ta r in ess a n d  l ib e r ty , 8 5 3 .

C o n s c ie n c e . N o t io n , 9 2 0 ;— m o ra l
i t y  a n d  o b lig a t io n , 9 2 2 ; d iv is io n , 
9 2 3 ; ru les, 9 2 4 .

C o n t in e n c e ,  1007.
C o n t r a c t ,  c o l le c t i v e  la b o r . 1141.
C o n t r a c t  o f  p a r t n e r s h ip .  1144.
C o n t u m e ly .  9 6 6 .
C o r p o r a t is m . N o t io n , 1130; p o li t 

ic a l co rp o r a t ism , so c ia l co rp o ra 
t is m , 1132; S ta te  c o r p o r a t ism , co r 
p o ra t ism  o f a sso c ia t io n , 1133.
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C r u e l ty .  1009.
C u r io s i ty .  1016.
C u r s in g .  9 6 6 .

D

D e b t .  L e g al  a n d  m ora l , 9 6 8 , 4 ° .
D e r i s io n . 9 6 6 .
D e t r a c t i o n .  9 6 6 .
D iv o r c e . 1 0 5 8 -1 0 6 2 .
D o c i l i t y .  941.
D o m in io n .  95 2 ;  su b je c t  o f^dom in - 

io n , 9 5 4 ;  m a n ’s d o m in io n, 9 5 5 , 
9 5 7 .

D r u n k e n n es s .  9 9 6 .
D u t ie s  o f  c h ild r e n . 1068.
D u t ie s,  im m a n e n t .  9 5 6 .

£

E co n o m ics .  N o t io n ,  1 0 30 ; div is io n , 
1 0 3 1.

E d u c a t i o n  o f  ch i ld r e n .  N o t io n , 
1 0 69 ;—  b e lo n gs p ro per ly  a n d  d i
r e c tly  t o  p a r e n ts,  1 0 71 ; e r ro n eo u s 
o p in io n s, 1 0 7 0;—  a n d  t h e  C h u rch , 
1 0 72 ;—  a n d  c iv i l  s o c ie ty ,  1 07 3 . 
1 07 4 .

E m a n c ip a t io n  o f  w o m e n .  1067.
E n d , u l t i m a t e .  A n d  h u m a n  a c ts , 

8 2 8 -8 3 2 .
E p ic h e ia .  9 7 4 .
E p ik y . 9 7 4 .
E q u i t y .  974 .
E u b u l ia .  9 43 .
E u g e n ic s .  1 052 .
E u t r a p e l ia .  1017.

F

F a m i ly .  N o t io n , 1 03 0 , 2 ° ;—  an d 
c iv i l  s o c ie ty ,  1 0 9 0 -1 0 9 3 .

F o r e s ig h t .  9 4 1 .
F o r t i t u d e .  T w o  m ea n in g s , 9 7 5 ; 

d e f in it io n , 1 07 6; v ic e s  o p p o sed  to 
fo r t it u d e , 9 7 7 ; in te g r a n t  a n d  p o 
te n t ia l  p a r ts  o f  fo r t it u d e , 9 7 8 .

F r ie n d s h ip .  L o v e , lo v e  o f p re fe r 
en ce , c h a r i ty , 1 0 18 ; d e f in it io n , 
1 01 9; lo v e  o f n e ig h b o r , 1 0 2 2 , 1 023 ; 
d o m e s tic  fr ien d sh ip , 1 026 ; p o lit ic a l 
f r ie n d sh ip , 1027; fr ie n d sh ip , ju s t ic e , 
a n d  c h a r i ty , 1 028 ; in te rn a l e f fec ts 
o f  fr ie n d sh ip , 1 024; e x te r n a l e f fe c ts , 
1 0 2 5; v ic e s  o p p o sed  t o  fr ie n d sh ip , 
1 0 29 .

G

G lo r y ,  G o d ’s .  841 .
G lu t t o n y .  9 9 4 , 4 ° .
G n o m e . 9 4 3 .
G o v e r n m e n t ,  f o r m s  o f .  1120.
G r a c e . 9 6 8 , 5 ° .
G u i le .  945 .

H

H a p p in e s s ,  n a t u r a l .  8 3 4 -8 3 6 ; d e 
l ig h t  is  fo u n d  in  h a p p in e ss , 8 3 7 ; 
sp e c u la t iv e  h a p p in e ss , a c t iv e  h a p 
p in e ss , 8 3 8 ;  g o o d s  o f t h e  b o d y  a n d 
t h e  s o c ie ty  o f f r ien d s a re q u a s i- in 
s t r u m e n ta l req u is ite s  o f n a tu ra l h a p 
p in e ss , 8 3 9 ;  n a tu ra l  h a p p in e ss  a n d 
d iv in e  g o o d , 8 4 0 . C f. B e a t i tu d e .

H e r e d i t y .  N o t io n , 1 10 7 .
H o m ic id e .  9 6 9 .
H o n e s t y .  A s a n  in te g r a n t  p a r t  o f 

te m p e ra n ce , 9 9 2 .
H u m i l i t y .  N o t io n , 1 012 ; v ic e s  o p 

p o se d  to  h u m il it y , 1 0 13 .

I

I m p a t ie n c e .  9 8 5 .
I m p r u d e n c e .  9 4 4 .
I m p u t a b i l i t y  o f h u m a n  a c ts .  8 8 6 , 

8 8 7 .
I n c o n s t a n c y .  9 4 4 .
I n c o n t i n e n c e .  1007.
I g n o r a n c e . A n d  v o lu n ta r in e ss ,8 5 4 .
I n s e n s ib i l i t y .  985.
I n s t r u c t i o n ,  m o n o p o l y  o f .  1075

C f. E d u c a t io n .
I n t e n t i o n .  N o t io n , 8 5 6 , d );  a c tu a l, 

v ir tu a l, h a b it u a l ,  in te r p r e ta t iv e  in 
te n t io n , 8 2 8 , 4 ° .

I n  v o lu n t a r in e s s .  N o t io n  a n d
so u rc es, 8 5 0 ;—  a n d  v io le n c e , 8 5 1 ; — 
a n d  fea r , 8 5 2 ;— a n d  co n cu p isc e n c e , 
8 5 3 ;— - a n d  ig n o ra n ce , 8 5 4 .

J

J u s t i c e .  D e f in it io n , 9 6 1 ; a c ts  of 
j u s t ic e , 9 6 2 ;  su b je c t iv e  p a r ts , 9 6 3 ; 
in te g r a n t  p a r ts , 9 6 7  ; p o te n t ia l 
p a r ts , 9 6 8 ;  g en er a l, le g a l, so c ia l 
j u s t ic e ,  9 6 4 ;  p a r t icu la r  ju s t ic e , 9 6 5 ; 
d is t r ib u t iv e  a n d  c o m m u ta t iv e  ju s 
t ic e ,  9 6 5 ;  s in s  a g a in st  d is t r ib u t iv e 
j u s t ic e , 9 6 5 , 3 ° ;  s in s  a g a in st  co m 
m u ta t iv e  ju s t ic e , 9 6 6 ;  j u s t ic e , 
f r ie n d sh ip , a n d  c h a r i ty , 1 0 28 .
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L

L a w . N o t io n ,  8 9 2 ;  d ef in i t io n , 89 3 ; 
—  a n d  p r ec ep t,  8 9 4 ;  e f fects  an d 
a c ts  o f  la w , 8 9 5 ;  o bl i g a t io n  o f la w , 
8 9 6 ;  div is io n ,  8 9 8 .

L a w , e t e r n a l .  N o t io n ,  8 9 9 ;  exi s
te n c e,  9 0 0 .

L a w , i n t e r n a t i o n a l .  1155-1156.

L aw , n a t u r a l .  N o t io n ,  9 0 2 ; e xi s t 
en ce, 9 0 3 ; p re c ep ts o f  th e  n a tu ral  
la w , 9 0 4 ; im m u ta b i l i t y  o f th e  n a t 
u ra l law , 9 0 5 ; dis p e n s a t io n  from 
th e  n a tu ra l  la w , 9 0 7 ;  o bl i g a t io n  o f 
t h e  n a tura l  law , 9 0 8 ; sa n c t io n  of 
th e  n a tu ra l  law , 9 0 9 ;—  a n d  h u m a n 
la w , 9 1 1 , 9 1 3 .

L a w , p o s i t i v e .  N o t io n ,  9 1 0 ;—  an d 
th e  n a tu ra l la w , 9 1 1 ;—  a n d  th e  d i
v in e  la w , 9 1 2 ;  h u m a n  la w  is  d e r iv ed 
f ro m  th e  n a tu ra l law , 9 1 3 ; n ec es
s i ty  o f  h u m a n  la w , 9 1 4 ; ex te ns io n  
o f h u m a n  la w , 9 1 5 ;  c h a n g e  o f h u 
m a n  la w , 9 1 6 ;  h u m a n  la w  a n d  cus 
to m ,  9 1 6 ;  p e n a l o bl ig a t io n , 9 1 9 .

L ib e r a l i s m ,  E c o n o m i c .  1152-1154.
L ib e r a l i t y .  968 , 6 ° .
L ib e r t y .  A s co n c e iv e d  by  l ib e ra ls, 

1169.
L u s t .  N o t io n  a n d  d a u g h te r s , 10 04 ; 

sp e c ie s o f lu s t , 1 00 5 .
L y in g . 97 2 .

M

M a g n a n im o u s  p e r s o n s . C h ara c
te r is t ics , 9 8 0 .

M a g n a n im i t y .  D e f in i t io n ,  9 7 9 ; 
v ic es  o p p o se d  to  m a g n a n im ity , 9 8 1 .

M a g n i f ic e n c e .  N o t io n , 9 8 2 ; v ic es 
o p p o sed  to  m a g n if ic en ce , 9 8 3 .

M a t e r ia l i s m . D ia le c t ic a l  a n d  h is
to r ic a l,  1 1 4 8 -1 1 4 9 .

M a t r im o n y .  N o t io n , 1 0 4 3 ,1 ° ;  o p in 
io n s, 1 044 ; —  is  n a tu ra l  to  m a n , 
1 0 4 3 -1 0 4 5 ; esse n ce  o f m a tr im o n y , 
1 0 4 6; i t s  e f f ic ien t  ca u se , 1 0 47 ; its 
en d s, 1 0 48 ;—  is th e  m o s t  n a tu ra l 
o f  a l l so c ie t ie s ,  1 0 49 ;—  is  sac red  in 
ch a r a c te r , 1 050 ; p rec ep t o f  m a t r i
m o n y , 1 0 5 3 -1 0 5 4 ;  u n it y  o f m a tr i
m o n y , 1 0 5 5 -1 0 5 7 ;  in d isso lu b il it y  of 
m a tr im o n y , 1 0 5 8 -1 0 6 2 .

M e e k n e s s . N o t io n  a n d  o p p o s i te 
v ic e s , 1010.

M e m o r y .  A nd  p r u d en ce , 9 4 1 .
M e r i t  o f  h u m a n  a c t s .  8 9 9 -8 9 1 .

M o d e s t y .  N o t io n  a n d  sp ec ie s, 101 1.
M o d e s t y  o f  e x t e r n a l  m o v e m e n t s 

a n d  a r e s s .  1017.

M o l l i t i e s .  9 8 8 .

M o n a s t i c s .  D e f in it io n , 8 2 3 ; d iv i
s io n , 8 2 4 .

M o r a l i t y .  N o t io n , 8 6 0 ; fo rm a l 
c o n s t i t u e n t ,  8 6 1 ;  d iv is io n , 8 6 2 ; 
ex is te n c e , 8 6 3 -8 6 4 ;  in tr in s ic  m o ra l
i t y  of h u m a n  a c ts , 8 6 5 -8 6 7  ; k n o w l
ed g e  of m o ra li ty , 8 6 8 ; ru le o f m o ra l
i t y ,  8 7 0 -8 7 4 ;  so u rc es o f m o r a li ty , 
8 7 5 ;—  a n d  o b je c t  o f  h u m a n  a c ts , 
8 7 6 ;—  a n d  c i r c u m sta n c e s, 8 7 7 -8 7 9 ; 
—  a n d  en d , 8 8 0 ; c o n se q u e n c e s o f 
m o r a li ty , 8 8 2 -8 9 1 ;— a n d  m o ra l 
o b lig a t io n , 8 9 7 ;—  a n d  c o n sc ie n ce , 
9 2 2 ;—  a n d  a r t , 9 4 0 .

M u r m u r in g .  9 6 6 .

N

N a t io n .  D e sc r ip t io n , 1 1 05 ; p h ilo 
so p h ic a l d e f in i t io n , 1 106 ; ca u se s, 
1 107 ; d e f in i t io n  o f n a t io n a lism , 
1 1 08 ; p r in c ip le  o f n a t io n a lis m , 
1109.

N e g l ig e n c e .  9 4 4 , 101 6.

O

O w n e r s h ip ,  p r iv a te .  N o t io n ,1 0 9 6 , 
3 ° ;  o p in io n s , 1 0 97 ; o w n e rsh ip  is 
la w fu l,  a n d  e v e n  n e ce ssa r y , 1 0 98 - 
1 0 9 9 ; m o d e s o f a cq u ir in g  o w n e r 
sh ip , 1 1 00 ; so c ia l ch a r a c te r  o f  p r i
v a te  o w n e rsh ip , 1 1 0 1 -1 1 0 4 .

P

P a t ie n c e .  N o t io n , 9 8 4 ; o p p o s ite  v i
ces, 9 8 5 ; co n s id e r a t io n s fo r  a cq u ire 
m e n t  o f  p a t ie n c e , 9 8 6 .

P a r s im o n y .  9 8 3 .

P e r s e v e r a n c e . N o t io n , 9 8 7 ; v ic es 
o p p o sed  to  p e r sev e ra n ce , 98 8 .

P e r s o n a l i s m . 1 0 9 4 -1 0 9 5 .
P e r t in a c i t y .  9 8 8 .

P h i lo s o p h y ,  m o r a l ,  s p e c u la t iv e 
p h ilo so p h y , an d  th e  m e c h a n ic a l 
a r ts :  8 1 5 ; d e f in it io n , 8 1 6 ;—  is 
a n  e s s e n t ia l ly  p ra c t ica l sc ie n ce , 
8 1 7 ;  m e th o d , 8 1 8 ;—  a n d  sp e c u 
la t iv e  p h ilo so p h y , 8 1 9 ;—- an d 
S a cred  T h e o lo g y , 8 2 0 ; d iv is io n , 8 2 1 .
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P o l i t i c s .  N o t io n ,  1080; d i v is io n , 
1081;—  is  w isd o m  in  th e  o rde r  o f 
th e  p ra c t ica l  sc ie n ces, 822.

P o l i t i e s .  1120.
P o ly g a m y . 1 055 .
P r e c ip i t a t io n .  9 4 4 .
P r e s u m p t io n .  9 8 1 .
P r id e . N o t io n , 1 013 ; g r a v i ty  o f 

p r ide, 1014.
P r o d ig a l i t y .  9 7 3 .
P r o p e r ty , p r iv a te .  C f. O w n ersh ip .
P r u d e n c e . N o t io n , 9 3 6 ;  a c ts  o f p ru 

d en ce , sy n d e re s is , a n d  m o ra l v ir 
t u e , 9 3 8 ;— a n d  a r t , 9 3 9 ; in te g ra n t 
p a r ts  o f p ru d en ce , 9 4 1 ;  su b je c t iv e 
p a r ts , 9 42 ; p o te n t ia l p a r ts , 9 4 3 ; 
v ice s o p p o sed  to  p r u d en ce  b y  d e 
f ic ien cy , 9 4 4 ;— b y  ex c e ss,  9 4 5 ; 
p r u d en ce  o f th e  f lesh , 9 4 5 .

P u n i s h m e n t ,  c a p i t a l .  A n d  th e  
S ta te ,  1115.

P u s i l l a n im i t y .  9 8 1 .

Q

Q u a r r e l in g .  9 7 3 .

R

R e a s o n . A n d  p ru d en ce , 9 4 1 .
R e l ig io n .  9 6 8 , 3 ° ;  97 1 .
R e s is t a n c e  o f  t y r a n n y .  1122.
R e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f m o ra l a g en ts . 8 8 6 - 

8 8 8.

R e s t r i c t i o n ,  m e n t a l ,  9 7 2 , n o t e .
R e v e n g e . 9 6 8 ,5 ° .
R ig h t .  M e a n in g s, 9 4 7 ;— is th e  o b 

j e c t  o f ju s t ic e , 9 4 6 ;  o b je c t iv e  r ig h t, 
9 4 8 ; su b je c t iv e  r ig h t, 9 4 9 ;  re la t io n 
b e tw e e n  s u b je c t iv e  r ig h t a n d  o b 
j e c t iv e  r ig h t, 9 5 0 ;  d iv is io n  of o b 
je c t iv e  r ig h t, 9 5 1  ; d iv is io n  o f su b je c 
t iv e  r ig h t , 9 5 2 ; rea l r ig h t  a n d  p e r 
so n a l r ig h t, 9 5 2 , 2 ° ;  su b je c t  o f r ig h t, 
9 5 3 ; r ig h t a n d  c o a c t io n , 9 5 9 .

S

S a g a c i t y ,  p e r s o n a l .  941.
S a la r y . N o t io n , 1 1 3 6 , 1°; d iv is io n , 

1 1 3 6 , 2 ° ;— is la w fu l a n d  d u e  in 
st r ic t  j u s t ic e , 1 1 3 7;—- is  d u e  in  c o m 
m u ta t iv e  ju s t ic e , 1 1 3 8 -1 1 3 9 ;  f ix in g 
o f sa la r y ,  1140.

S c h o o l ,  n e u t r a l .  1 0 76 ; l ib e r ty  of 
th e  sc h o o l,  1077.

S e d u c t io n .  9 6 6 , 1005.

S e r v a n t s ,  d o m e s t ic .  1079.
S h a m e . 9 9 2 .
S in .  N o t io n , 8 8 2 ; d iv is io n s, 8 8 3 ; 

d is t in c t io n  o f s in s , 8 8 4 ; p h i lo so p h 
ic a l s in , 8 8 5 .

S la v e r y . 10 78 .
S o b r ie t y .  9 9 5 .
S o c ia l i s m .  1150-1151.
S o c ie t y .  N o t io n , 103 2; d iv is io n , 

1 036 ; m a n  is d es t in e d  b y  h is  n a tu re 
to  l iv e  in  so c ie ty , 1034; n e c e ss it y  o f 
s o c ie ty , 1 0 3 5 ,1 ° ;  fo rm a l c o n s t i t u e n t 
o f so c ie ty , 1035, 2 °  a n d  3 ° ;  — is  a 
m o ra l p erson , 1 035 , 4 ° ;  re la t io n  of 
p a r ts  to  so c ie ty  a s a  w h o le , 1 0 3 5 , 
5 ° .

S o c ie t y ,  c iv i l .  N o t io n , 1 0 82 , 1 ° ; 
en d , 1 0 8 2 -10 8 4; o r ig in , 1 0 8 6-1 0 89 ; 
p erso n s, fa m ilies , a n d  s o c ie ty , 1 0 90 - 
1 093 ;—  a n d  e d u c a t io n , 1 0 7 3 -1 0 7 4 .

S o c ie t y ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l .  1157-1158.
S o l i c i t u d e ,  e x c e s s iv e . 945.
S t a t e  a n d  r e l ig io n ,  1 1 6 3 -1 1 6 4 ; — 

a n d  th e  C hu rch , 1 1 6 5 -1 1 6 8 .
S t r ik e s .  1142.
S t u d io u s n e s s .  N o t io n , 1015; v ic es 

o p p o se d  t o  s tu d io u sn e ss , 1 01 6 .
S u f f r a g e . 1121.
S u ic id e .  930.
S y n d e r e s is .  8 6 8 ;—  p ru d en ce  an d 

m o ra l v ir tu e , 9 3 8 .
S y n d ic a t e s .  N o t io n , 1 12 3 , 3 ° ;— 

a n d  co r p o r a t iv e  a ss o c ia t io n s , 1 1 34 ; 
d o c tr in e  o f  th e  C h u rch , 113 5.

S y n e s is .  9 4 3 .

T

T e m p e r a n c e .  D e f in it io n , 9 8 9 ; ru le 
o f te m p e ra n ce , 9 9 0 ; v ic e s  o p p o se d 
t o  tem p e ra n ce , 9 9 1 ; in te g r a n t  p a r ts 
o f  te m p e ra n ce , 9 9 2 ;  su b je c t iv e 
p a r ts , 9 9 3 ;  p o te n t ia l p a r ts , 1 00 6 .

T h o u g h t le s s n e s s .  94 4 .
T r u t h .  9 6 8 , 5 ° .

U

U n d e r s t a n d in g  a n d  p r u d e n c e .
941.

V

V a in g lo r y .  9 8 1 .
V ic e . 9 3 5 .
V io le n c e  a n d  in v o lu n ta r in es s. 8 5 1 .



4 8 6 A L P H A B E T I C A L  I N D E X

V ir g in i t y .  N o t io n ,  9 9 9 ;—  is  la w fu l ,  
1 0 0 0 ;— is m o re  e x c el le n t  th a n  m a t
r im o n y , 1002; s in s o p p o se d  to  v ir 
g in i t y ,  1 0 0 4 -1 0 0 5 .

V i r t u e .  D e f in it i o n ,  9 2 6 ; n e c ess ity , 
9 2 5 ;  su b je ct ,  9 2 7 ;  div is io n ,  9 2 8 ; 
in te lle c tu a l a n d  m ora l v ir tu es,  9 2 9 ; 
ca rd in a l v ir tu e s,  9 3 0 ;  p a r ts  o f  th e 
ca r d in a l v ir tu e s , 9 3 1 ;  m o ra l v ir tu e  
c o n s is ts  in  a  m ea n , 9 3 2 ; co n n ex io n 
b e tw e e n  th e  m o ra l v ir tu e s,  9 3 3 ;

e q u a l i t y  a n d  in e q u a l i ty  o f  th e  m or
a l v ir tu es , 9 3 4 ;  m o ra l v ir tu e , p ru 
d e n c e , a n d  sy n d e r e s is ,  9 3 8 .

V o lu n t a r in e s s .  N o t io n , 8 4 8 ; d iv i
s io n , 8 4 9 .

W

W a g e s . C f. S a la ry .
W a r . 1 1 5 9 -1 1 6 2 .
W a s t e f u ln e s s .  9 8 3 .




